TORTS OF NEGLIGENCE AND STUDENTS SAFETY IN SELECTED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN RIVERS STATE

ABSTRACT

The broad purpose of this study is to examine  torts of negligence and students safety in selected public and private secondary schools in Rivers state. The study adopted the survey descriptive research design and with the aid of convenience sampling method, the researcher conveniently selected two hundred and forty (240) participant from six(6) secondary schools as the sample size for this study. This comprise of  ninety-six(96) school personnel (principal, proprietor, teachers, non-teaching staffs) and One hundred and forty-four senior secondary students in SS2 & 3 class. Self-structure questionnaire was issued to the respondents of the study of which only two hundred (200) copies were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using simple percentage, and Mean and Standard Deviation presented in frequencies and tables. Hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-Square with Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS v.23) From the analysis of the study, the researcher concludes that the  prevalence of  torts of negligence is high in both private and public school and this significantly affect students’ safety in secondary schools. More so, the researcher concludes that  principals' improper supervision of school activities significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state. Among many others, the study recommended that educational stakeholders,  principals, teachers and non-teaching staff should ensure that safety standards are attained and maintained in secondary schools. More, Government should establish safety, health and welfare legislation and common law duties of care that set down specific requirements for school owners and employees.
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1    BACKGROUND TO  THE  STUDY 


Safety is an important aspect of human existence since it allows us to reduce the risks that may arise in any given situation. School safety, according to Abali & Nwokedi (2016), is an intrinsic and vital aspect of the teaching and learning process in schools, and it is a responsibility shared by all. Safety, on the other hand, can only be secured if the educational system is properly prepared. In order for students to acquire an excellent education, the school atmosphere must be conducive to learning as well as secure. However, in Nigerian educational system, teachers and administrators are established in a position to chastise students and ensure their safety through the implementation of acceptable rules and regulations in accordance with the theory of in-loco-parentis, or in the place of a parent. Schools are therefore social entities that provide full-time education to children between the ages of eleven or twelve and eighteen plus years old. According to Akpomi and Kio-Jack (2021_, they are comprised of board members, administrators, academic and non-academic personnel, and students from a varied range of ethnic, cultural, religious, political, and socio-economic backgrounds.

Importantly, secondary schools are changing where duties for safety and health management are being refocused, and when these obligations are not met, legal action may be taken against the school. Supporting the need for safety, the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (2012) opined that safety is vital and must be tackled in a creative manner hence it should not be viewed as merely another legal burden or bureaucratic duty. Therefore, in order to provide successful educational services, it is essential that schools plan, organize, and maintain a secure and healthy environment for these types of students. More so, to establish  the overall safety and health of students within the schools, it is expected that everyone in the school administration chain of command play a part in this effort without negligence of duty of care.
1.2    STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

In any educational system, it is the responsibility of school authorities to provide for the needs of students while they are in the learning environment. Nonetheless, in our rapidly evolving and increasingly litigious world, negligence of duty  in school administration has become a common source of embarrassment to school authorities and teachers.  According to Arop and Ukpong (2018), negligence is a breach of a legal obligation to exercise reasonable care that results in harm to the plaintiff that is not wanted by the defendant  which also  referred to as a  negligence tort in legal terms. In their article on tort, Koko and Osasuwa (2019) defined it as a purposeful or negligent conduct that goes against a positional paradigm and results in harm or injury to a person or loss of live and property.  Strikingly, to prevent undesirable repercussions resulting from a lack of responsibility, school personnel are expected to display appropriate diligence in anything they are assigned to accomplish or supervise in the educational system.

Oddly enough, many of the accidents and events that result in hazard in secondary schools today are caused by a failure to manage safety and health in a responsible manner. According to Nweke (2015), there is  rise in the number of lawsuits filed as a result of school instructors or administrators  failing to exercise reasonable care for student as well school functionaries handle students in their charge with culpable disregard has become a major cause for concern. Despite the fact that there is a body of literature on tort liability in the educational system, non has focus on negligence and how it relates to student safety. Therefore upon this background that the researcher seeks to examine torts of negligence and students safety in selected public and private secondary schools in Rivers state.

1.3    PURPOSE  OF  THE  STUDY 

The broad purpose of this study is top examine  torts of negligence and students safety in selected public and private secondary schools in Rivers state. Other specific objectives includes:

To investigate the prevalence of  torts of negligence in secondary schools in Rivers state.

To determine factors that leads to torts of negligence on students safety in  secondary schools in Rivers state.
To establish whether principals' supervision of school activities does  significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence on school safety in secondary schools in Rivers state.
To investigate whether teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence in  secondary schools in Rivers state.
To establish strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State.
1.4    RESEARCH  QUESTIONS 

The research is guided by the following questions in line with the objectives:

What is the prevalence of  torts of negligence  in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state?
What are the factors that leads to torts of negligence and students safety in  public and private secondary schools in Rivers state?

Does principals' supervision of school activities  significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state?

Does teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.
To establish strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State.
1.5    RESEARCH HYPOTHESES 

The following tentative assumption were raised as a guide to this study:

 Ho1: The  prevalence of  torts of negligence does not significantly affect students safety in secondary schools in Rivers state.

Ho2: Principals' improper supervision of school activities does not significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.

1.6    SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The findings of the study will be useful to school administrators, instructors, and other school workers in both public and private secondary schools. The study's findings will educate owners and principals about the need of establishing a sufficient system of supervision to detect risk factors and create preventative actions. Additionally, it will educate instructors on the need of accepting responsibility for their duty of care in maintaining the safety of students in order to avoid hazards and accidents at school, as neglect is penalized by law. Empirically, the study will add to the body of knowledge and act as a reference for professors and students interested in conducting more research in a similar topic.

1.7    SCOPE  OF  THE  STUDY 

The scope of this study borders on torts of negligence and students safety in selected public and private secondary schools in Rivers state. However, the study will be limited to secondary schools in  Port Harcourt Metropolis in River State.
1.8    DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Tort: A tort is an act or omission that gives rise to injury or harm to another and amounts to a civil wrong for which courts impose liability.
Negligence: Negligence is a failure to exercise appropriate and/or ethical ruled care expected to be exercised amongst specified circumstances. The area of tort law known as negligence involves harm caused by failing to act as a form of carelessness possibly with extenuating circumstances. 
School Safety: School safety is defined as state where student in a learning environment and school-related activities are safe from hazard, risk, violence, bullying, harassment and injury.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW  OF  RELATED  LITERATURE.

2.1 THEORETICAL FRAME WORK 

The theoretical framework is the structure that can hold or support a theory of a research study. The theoretical framework introduces and describes the theory that explains why the research problem under study exists. The study is anchored on School climate theory and Functionalism Theory
SCHOOL CLIMATE THEORY

School climate is characterized as students', teachers', administrators', and staff's affective and cognitive judgments of social interactions, relationships, values, and beliefs inside a school. School climate theory is positioned under Ecological Systems Theory of Bronfenbrenner (1989) to facilitate future study in this area and help designate levels of exploration or analysis, so serving as a theoretical foundation for future causal models. According to this theory, behavior, emotions, and thoughts of student are affected by the characteristics and  surrounding of the learning environment.   Furthermore,  it emphasized that t he match between students' psychological needs (the need for Attachment; the need for control/orientation; the need for pleasure/avoidance of pain; and the need for self-enhancement) and the school environment has a role in  motivating student  for academic success.  Therefore the ability of school personnel to provide a school environment whereby student safety are parent,  torts occurrence  in secondary school will be minimal .

FUNCTIONALISM THEORY


Emile (1964) coined the word functionalism, which he described as a set of contributions that various components in a society are supposed to provide in order to maintain the community's stability. The functionalism hypothesis focuses on social stability and shared public ideals, emphasizing the consensus and order that exists in society. The idea aims to improve one's problem-solving abilities while also contributing in the functioning of society's complicated institutions. Individual contributions in a society can improve society's stability and raise the functioning of a complex organization, based on this fact. There-in, the theory posit that,  it is the responsibility of school owners and the collective contributions of the government, administrators, teachers and education stakeholders in Nigeria will positively influence the effective implementation of safety to student who are left within their duty of care which is prerequisite for effective functioning of the school system and service delivery.
2.2 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW 

2.2.1 CONCEPT OF TORT

In juxtaposition to the Latin term rectum, which implies plain, the word tort is derived from a Latin word tortum, meaning twisted, crooked, or incorrect (rectitude uses that Latin root). As a result, tortious behavior is defined as twisted or crooked behavior that is not straight. Cooke (1898) cited in Clarke (2018) authored a commonly accepted definition of tort in the end of the nineteenth century, where he stated that,  tort is an act or omission, not merely a breach of contract, that causes injury to another in the apparent lack of any established legal relation, such act or omission is a natural extension or incident. To Pesce & Varacallo (2018),  a  tort is a civil wrong which harms another person by infringing on a legally protected right . They went on to say that a tort might result from purposeful conduct, negligent acts (often a neglect to act when there was a responsibility to act), or a legislation violation. According to the opinions of the authors above, torts can be defined as a deliberate or negligent conduct that is against a positional perspective and results in harm or injury to a person or loss of property.

2.2.2 TYPES OF TORT

There are three kinds of torts according to Saylor Academy (2012) cited in Izuagba,  & Obodo (2015), these includes: intentional torts, strict liability torts and negligent torts,. 

Intentional torts, 

Intentional torts are those that are committed with the aim of causing harm, whereas unintentional torts are those that are committed due to negligence. When a person or an corporation intentionally participates in action that causes hurt or damage to another, this is referred to as an intentional tort.
Strict liability torts

Strict, or "absolute," liability is applied in circumstances where the perpetrator can be held responsible for a damage even though there is no evidence of carelessness or direct blame on his or her part. Products that are faulty (Product Liability), animal assaults (dog bite cases), and excessively unsafe activities are all examples of Strict Liability Torts.

Negligence Tort

Negligent tort  might also be referred to as an unintended tort because it results from someone's negligence. this includes accidents or incidents caused by the tortfeasor's activities that were unreasonably dangerous . When there is a specified code of behavior that everyone is expected to follow, as well as a legal obligation on the part of the public to act in a certain way in order to avoid the danger of injury to others, a negligent tort is committed. Thus, the failure to comply with the specified requirement might  result in the individual being found responsible for irresponsible torts (Koko, & Nkemjika 2021) . While negligent torts do not entail purposeful actions, they do arise when a person or institution is careless and fails to perform a duty due to another person,.  Most typical examples of negligence torts are slip and fall accidents, which occur when a property owner fails to operate in a reasonable manner, resulting in injury to a visitor or client.

2.2.3 TORT NEGLIGENCE WITHIN EDUCATION SETTING

Educational negligence, often known as educational malpractice, is a new field of law that is being explored. A claim by a student that a school or instructor has failed to support learning is distinguished from the field of litigation known as negligence, which occurs in cases when a bodily damage is sustained by a student (Australian Professional Liability, 2000, p. 2,206). According to Bassey, Arop, Akpama, & Anyang (2021), injury to the physical body sustained by a student who later becomes the plaintiff in a legal action is the most common type, and liability will be determined by deciding whether a reasonable person, in this case, a reasonable teacher, would or would not have acted in the same manner given the circumstances. 

2.2.4 TYPES OF TORT NEGLIGENCE IN EDUCATIONAL SETTING

Negligence in schools may be broken down into two categories.

The failure of instructors to provide enough instruction to their students: Teachers owe a duty of care to their students, which includes the need to provide proper supervision. This can happen on the playground, on the sports field, in the classroom, or when on an outing with friends. In some cases, the school authorities can be held accountable for the carelessness of teachers, and this might result in a financial obligation to compensate the plaintiff. It does not, however, remove the teacher's personal accountability from the situation.

The irresponsibility of school administrators: When the school grounds or equipment are hazardous and a student is hurt, the school authorities' negligence may be deemed. School authorities owe a nondelegable obligation to students to ensure that reasonable precautions are taken to safeguard the safety of children at school (Watson v. Haines (1987) ATR 80-094), and this duty cannot be delegated to students. A duty of care must be established before an action in negligence against a teacher or educational institution can be brought. It must also be established that the duty of care was breached by either an act or omission, that the student suffered damage, and that the damage or injury was an unavoidable consequence of the breach.

2.2.5 DUTY OF CARE BY SCHOOL PERSONNEL

The first aspect of negligence is the duty of care, which is concerned with the connections that exist between persons. To put it another way, according to Clarke (2018), a person must use reasonable caution to prevent acts or omissions that would be likely to cause damage to another person where it is foreseeable that such an injury may arise in the conditions in which they occur. It is widely established in education laws as well as in common law that a duty of care emerges out of the relationship that exists between a student and his or her school. According to Nweke (2015), when a person's conduct has a detrimental effect on another, the performer is required to exert adequate or reasonable care in carrying out that act to ensure that the next person is not negatively impacted. Because it is foreseeably dangerous, the defendant should take reasonable precautions to avoid causing injury to the claimant.

Nweke contend, using the case of Donohue v. Stevenson, that Lord Atkin provided clarity as to the duty of care through the application of what is now known as the neighbor concept. When applied to the school system, this principle indicates that the teacher or management of a school owes the students a duty of care since the students are under the responsibility and guidance of the teacher or manager during school hours and/or on school grounds. The responsibility of care is to ensure the health and safety of the pupils on the premises. Thus he concluded that the younger the learner, the greater the risk to his or her safety and health, and the greater the duty of care that must be exercised.

2.2.6 CONCEPT OF SCHOOL SAFETY (STUDENT SAFETY)

A safe school, according to Shephard (1999) cited Kotirde, Yunos, & Anaf, (2014), is a child-friendly school.   to Kotirde child-friendly school offers all students with a physically secure, emotionally pleasant, and cognitively helpful atmosphere. Whether a school can claim to be  friendly and obtain support, participation, and collaboration from families is highly correlated with its ability to be such. Staff members are kind and helpful to the children, and they are attentive to any of their health and safety concerns as they arise. In accordance with Squelch (2001), , safe physical facilities play an important part in the implementation of a child-friendly school by addressing the physical and emotional needs of students. As a result, school security comprises all measures needed to protect students, faculty, and property in educational settings. Onuma (2016) determined that student safety implies that staff will take all necessary precautions to guarantee the physical and mental well-being of students while on campus and during school events. School safety is a concept that is associated with school security and is described as the protection of pupils from violence and bullying, as well as exposure to potentially harmful aspects such as drugs and gang activity, among others. Schools, like other public venues, are vulnerable to invasion from the outside as well as attacks by students or faculty members, owing to the sheer volume of prospective assailants and the availability of potential victims in comparison to other public areas.

2.2.7 STANDARD OF CARE REQUIRED BY SCHOOLS 

According to Amie-Organ and Ossat (2016), the degree of care expected by schools might vary based on an individual staff member's position in terms of their amount of control and guidance over those children in their care or with whom they are involved. In the secondary school system, principals and instructors are held to a high degree of care in their interactions with students. The responsibility compels principals and teachers to take reasonable precautions to reduce the danger of reasonably foreseeable damages, such as:
Ensuring  the  provision of appropriate  safety  equipment.
Ensuring  of appropriate conformity to the provided safety  requirements.

Maintaining a strong  supervision system in the school.
Ensuring that medical aid  is given  to an ill or injured student

2.2.8 THE NEXUS BETWEEN TORTS OF NEGLIGENCE AND STUDENTS SAFETY IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The principal as the school administrative head has significant supervision obligations that must be met with zeal if the school is to meet its institutional objectives. Her supervisory tactics include what teachers do in and out of the classroom, as well as extracurricular activities and school records. According to Kotirde, Yunos, and Anaf (2014), if teachers are not effectively monitored, their efficacy in education may suffer, and the instructional objective may not be fully accomplished. According to Amie Organ ad Ossat (2016), precautions must be taken when using spill clean-up kits, protective gloves, chemical-resistant gloves, heat-resistant gloves, laboratory coats, boots, respiratory/gas mask, noise shield/mask, safety goggles, test-tube rack, tripod stand, wire gauze, and napkin during laboratory practical classes.

Conversely teachers have recently demonstrated a proclivity for reckless and negligent behavior that violates the dignity and threatens the safety of their students; therefore, it is expected that teachers and school administrators anticipate the consequences of their actions, avoid unnecessary excesses, and respect the rights of their students. To avoid unpleasant repercussions resulting from a lack of care, school staff are obliged to exert appropriate diligence in anything they are assigned to accomplish or oversee. According to Russo (2014), whether students are attending classes, playing in school yards, or participating in extracurricular sports or other activities, educators may be held liable for injuries sustained by students if officials fail to meet their duty to protect children from unreasonable risk of harm. Teachers must be mindful about the safety of the environment around them, especially in areas of assignment or assigned job post, otherwise they may face liability if pupils are injured. The instructors' culpability in this case will have an impact on the principals, who will be held accountable for any such mistakes in their schools (Bassey, Arop, Akpama & Ayang 2017).

]2.3 REVIEW  OF RELATES  EMPIRICAL STUDIES 


Arop and Ukpong (2018) examined the impact of principal supervision on teachers' negligence in public secondary schools in Cross River State, Nigeria. The study used a survey design. The research enrolled 426 participants, including 122 teachers and 264 SS2 pupils. The findings indicated that principals' involvement in supervising the teaching/learning process, maintaining records, and extracurricular activities, as well as student discipline, had an effect on teachers' neglect in public secondary schools in the Ikom education zone. Several recommendations were made, including that administrators and their vice should increase their visits to classrooms and other areas of students' activities to check on and supervise teachers' performance.

Akpomi & Kio-Jack (2021) researched the variables that contribute to a failure to adhere to a reasonable standard of care and identified techniques for adhering to a reasonable standard of care in Rivers State secondary schools. They  used a descriptive survey study approach. The study discovered, among other things, that schools' failure to assess risks to students' safety; staff involvement in sexual harassment of students; lack of suitable and safe premises; and an insufficient system of supervision all contribute to a failure to adhere to a reasonable standard of care in secondary schools in Rivers State. Several recommendations were made, including: the government should enact safety, health, and welfare legislation and common law duties of care that establish specific requirements for school owners and employees; secondary school principals should ensure the provision of an adequate system of supervision to identify risk factors and devise preventative measures.

Koko & Nkemjika (2021) discussed the concept of tort liability as regards to education with a definite focus on its implication for teachers.School tort liabilities may arise from the following incidents school bus accidents, children injured while crossing school crosswalks, food poisoning from school meals, exposure to hazardous material or chemicals, failure to evacuate children properly, slip and falls on school premises. The study recommended that the teacher should be aware of duties of supervision, duties of instruction, duties to protect and awareness of the health condition of students in the class.
2.4 SUMMARY  OF  REVIEW  OF  RELATED  LITERATURE. 


Tortious obligation in the educational context stems from a breach of a legal duty of care.  Tort negligence occurs in the educational setting when a legal responsibility is violated by school personnel whose sole responsibility is to care for the child handed over to them by the parent within school hours. To avoid negligence tort lawsuit in secondary  schools, teachers and education administrators are required to strictly adhere to their obligations to safeguard, supervise, instruct, and monitor the safety and health of each student placed within their duty of care in the classroom and within the school premises. 
CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

3.1 RESEARCH  DESIGN 

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.2 AREA OF THE STUDY 

Rivers State, also known as Rivers, is a state in the Niger Delta region of southern Nigeria. Formed in 1967, when it was split from the former Eastern Region, Rivers State borders includes; Anambra and Imo on the north, Abia and Akwa Ibom on the east, and Bayelsa and Delta on the west. The state capital, Port Harcourt, is a metropolis that is considered to be the commercial center of the Nigerian oil industry. Port Harcourt  lies along the Bonny River and is located in the Niger Delta. As of 2016, the Port Harcourt urban area has an estimated population of 1,865,000 inhabitants, up from 1,382,592 as of 2006 (Encyclopedia 2021).

3.3 POPULATION  OF  THE  STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description.  The broad objective of this study  is to examine torts of negligence and students safety in selected public and private secondary schools in Rivers state. The researcher therefore selected  3 public secondary school and 3 private secondary school which form population of the study.
3.4 SAMPLE  AND  SAMPLING  TECHNIQUES

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher. 

Out of all the entire population of  the public and  private secondary school in Portharcourt metropolis in Rivers State, the researcher conveniently selected 40 participant from each of the 6 schools. Put together a total of 240 respondent was chosen as the sample size for this study.  This comprise of  ninety-six (96) school personnel (principal, proprietor, teachers, non-teaching staffs) and One hundred and forty-four senior secondary student (SS 2 & 3).
3.5 RESEARCH  INSTRUMENTS 

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. 
3.6 VALIDATION OF INSTRUMENTS 

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.7 RELIABILITY  OF  INSTRUMENTS 

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.8 ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  INSTRUMENT


The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. 
3.9 METHODS  OF  DATA ANALYSIS 

The responses were analyzed using simple percentage, mean and standard deviation which provided answers to the research questions. In analyzing data collected, mean score was used to achieve this. The four points rating scale will be given values as follows:

SA = Strongly Agree  

4

A = Agree


3

D = Disagree


2

SD = Strongly Disagree
1

Decision Rule:

To ascertain the decision rule; this formula was used

	4+3+2+1 =10

      4           4


Any score that was 2.5 and above was accepted, while any score that was below 2.5 was rejected. Therefore, 2.5 was the cut-off mean score for decision taken. Hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-Square Statistic Package for Social Science (SPSS v.23).

CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION,  ANALYSIS  AND  DISCUSSION  OF  FINDINGS

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of two hundred and forty (240) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which  two hundred (200) were returned  and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 200 was validated for the analysis.
4.1 DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES

Table 4.1: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	Percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	119
	59.5%

	Female
	81
	40.5%

	Age
	
	

	11-14
	87
	43.5%

	15-22
	54
	27%

	23-33
	33
	16.5%

	34+
	26
	13%

	Category Specification
	13
	50%

	Student
	125
	62.5%

	School personnel
	75
	37.5%


Field Survey, 2022

On the demographic descriptive analysis in the table above, 59.5% of the respondent are Male. 40.5% are female. On Age representation, 43.5% of the respondent are aged between 11-14 years,  27% of the respondent are aged between 15-22 years, 16.5% of the respondent are aged between 23-33 years and the remaining 13% of the respondent are aged between 34years and above. On category specification, 62.5% are student. 37.5% of the respondent are school personnel.

4.2 DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS

Question 1: What is the prevalence of  torts of negligence  in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state?

Table 4.2:  Respondent on the prevalence of  torts of negligence  in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage  

	High 
	93
	46.5%

	Average
	68
	34%

	Low
	39
	19.5%

	Total 
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived as described in the table 4.3 on the prevalence of  torts of negligence  in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state, 46.5% of the respondents said  high, 34% of the respondent said average while 19.5% of the respondent ticked low.

Question 2: What are the factors that leads to torts of negligence and students safety in  public and private secondary schools in Rivers state?

Table 4.3:  Respondent on the factors that leads to torts of negligence and students safety in  public and private secondary schools in Rivers state.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D 

  2
	SD 

 1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Non provision of suitable and safe premises
	99
	45
	36
	20
	3.1
	5.1
	Accepted

	2
	 Non provision of medical assistance to the sick or injured student.
	78
	59
	40
	26
	2.9
	4.9
	Accepted

	3
	Non assessment of risk to safety of students by schools
	86
	71
	26
	17
	3.1
	5.1
	Accepted

	4
	 Non compliance of schools with safe standards.
	102
	69
	15
	14
	3.3
	5.3
	Accepted 

	5
	Non implementation of strategies to prevent bullying and inadequate system of supervision. 
	124
	36
	28
	12
	3.4
	5.2
	Accepted 


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived as described in the table 4.3  above  on the factors that leads to torts of negligence and students safety in  public and private secondary schools in Portharcourt metropolis in Rivers state, the table shows that all the items1-item 5 with mean score of 3.1, 2.9, 3.1, 3.3, and 3.4 were accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item5) had mean scores of  2.50 and  above respectively.

Question 3: Does principals' supervision of school activities  significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state?
Table 4.4: Respondent on if principals' supervision of school activities  significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage  

	Yes 
	123
	61.5%

	No
	57
	28.5%

	Undecided
	20
	10%

	Total 
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived as described in the table 4.4 on if principals' supervision of school activities  significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools, 61.5% of the respondents said Yes, 28.5% of the respondent said No while 10% of the respondent were undecided.

Question 4: Does teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.

Table 4.5: Respondent on if teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.
	Options
	Frequency 
	Percentage  

	Yes 
	103
	51.5%

	No
	85
	42.5%

	Undecided
	12
	6%

	Total 
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived as described in the table 4.4 on if teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence in private and public secondary, 51.5% of the respondents said Yes, 42.5% of the respondent said No while 6% of the respondent were undecided.

Question 5: To establish strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State.
Table 4.6:  Respondent on the strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D 

  2
	SD 

 1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Ensuring the school complies with safe standards
	88
	69
	26
	17
	3.1
	5.1
	Accepted

	2
	Ensuring that medical assistance is provided to a stick or injured students.
	123
	37
	28
	12
	3.4
	5.3
	Accepted

	3
	Ensuring reasonably safe place and equipment and provision of adequate system of supervision.
	100
	59
	29
	12
	3.2
	5.2
	Accepted

	4
	 Implementation of strategies to prevent bullying
	79
	54
	47
	20
	2.9
	5.0
	Accepted 

	5
	Having the right policy organization  and arrangement in place.
	145
	29
	17
	09
	3.6
	5.4
	Accepted


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived as described in the table on the strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State., the table shows that all the items (item1-item5) with mean score of 3.4, 3.1, 3.6, 2.9, and 3.6 were accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item5) had mean scores of  2.50 and above.

4.3 INFERENTIAL STATISTICS

Ho1: The  prevalence of  torts of negligence does not significantly affect students’ safety in secondary schools in Rivers state.

Ho2: Principals' supervision of school activities doe not significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.

HYPOTHESIS ONE

Table 4.7: The  prevalence of  torts of negligence does not affect students’ safety in secondary schools in Rivers state.

	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	93
	66.7
	26.3
	691.7
	10.4

	No
	68
	66.7
	1.3
	1.7
	0.2

	Undecided
	39
	66.7
	27.7
	767.2
	11.5

	Total
	200
	200
	
	
	22.1


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 22.1 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 22.1 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted  which states that  the  prevalence of  torts of negligence  significantly affect students’ safety in secondary schools in Rivers state.
HYPOTHESIS TWO

Table 4.8: Principals' improper supervision of school activities does not significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	83
	66.7
	16.3
	265.7
	4.0

	No
	72
	66.7
	5.3
	28.1
	0.4

	Undecided
	45
	66.7
	21.7
	470.9
	7.1

	Total
	200
	200
	
	
	11.5


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 11.5 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 11.5 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted  which states that principals' improper supervision of school activities significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.

4.4DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS


On the prevalence of of tort of negligence in private and public secondary 
school, the findings of the study reveals that, tort of negligence is high in secondary schools as school personnel has neglected their duty of care to students. This is in line with the findings of Akpomi & Kio-Jack (2021) who observed that there have been increased rate of litigation in secondary schools as a result of breach of duty of care and failure to exercise reasonable duty of care by the teachers or managers of schools.


On factors that leads to torts of negligence and students safety in  public and private secondary schools  in Rivers state, the study revealed that non provision of suitable and safe premises, non provision of medical assistance to the sick or injured student, non assessment of risk to safety of students by schools, non compliance of schools with safe standards, non implementation of strategies to prevent bullying and inadequate system of supervision are all act of negligence tort that affects student safety in secondary schools. This is line with the findings of RoSPA (2012) referenced in Akpomi & Kio-Jack (2021) asserted that it is required that schools make suitable and sufficient assessment of the risk to health and safety of staff, student and others. If students will be involved in any activity where there are elements of risk you will need to show that you have taken all reasonably practicable precautions.


The study further reveals that  principals' supervision of school activities  significantly influences teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools which is in line with the findings of Arop & Ukpong (2018)  who observed that negligence in the establishing of safety mechanism and improvement of instruction through improper supervision by the principals', can go on indefinitely resulting to tort without being detected in secondary schools.

Further findings revealed that teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence. This is in line with the findings of Amie-Organ & Ossat, (2016) who opined that when teachers neglect their duty of care by instilling discipline into misbehaved student, this can increase the rate of bullying which is likely to constitute psychological trauma for the victim hence the teacher should always educate students to always protect themselves, others, their research  and environment.

On the strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State, the study revealed that ensuring the school complies with safe standards, ensuring that medical assistance is provided to a stick or injured students, ensuring reasonably safe place and equipment and provision of adequate system of supervision,  implementation of strategies to prevent bullying, having the right policy organization  and arrangement in place are way through which school personnel can prevent tort that impedes student safety in secondary schools. Supporting the above findings, Omie-Organ and Ossat (2016)averred that the duty required of educators to take reasonable steps to minimize the risk of reasonable foreseeable harms include ensuring that the school complies with the safe standards, provision of suitable and safe premises, provision of an adequate system of supervision, implementation of strategies to prevent bullying, and ensuring that medical assistance is provided to a sick or injured student.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 SUMMARY

The broad purpose of this study is top examine  torts of negligence and students safety in selected public and private secondary schools in Rivers state with reference to secondary schools in Porth Harcourt. The study adopted the survey descriptive research design and with the aid of convenience sampling method, the researcher conveniently selected two hundred and forty (240) participant  from six(6) secondary schools  as the sample size for this study. This comprise of  ninety-six(96) school personnel (principal, proprietor, teachers, non-teaching staffs) and One hundred and forty-four senior secondary students in SS2 & 3 class. Self- structure questionnaire was issued to the respondent of  the study of which only two hundred (200) copies were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using simple percentage, Mean and Standard Deviation presented in frequencies and tables. Hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-Square Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS v.23).

5.2 CONCLUSION

The Nigeria secondary schools are social institutions that provide full-time education for students. Thus, for the effective delivery of school services, it is imperative that schools plan, organize and mange a safe and healthy environment for these students. This is because,  the ingredient of duty of care in school system is that the school-child does not perceive hazards and risks in the same way as the teachers. The teachers owe a legal duty of care to the school-child due to the fact that the school-child is under supervision of all the school facilities that he/she engages in by the school manager and teacher. However, in recent times the reverse has been the case in most secondary school in Port Harcourt, Rivers State. 

From the analysis of the study, the researcher concludes that the  prevalence of  torts of negligence is high in both private and public school and this significantly affect students’ safety in secondary schools. More so, the researcher concludes that  principals' improper supervision of school activities significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.

5.3 RECOMMENDATION


Base on the findings of the study and to ensure appropriate safety for study in secondary school, the following recommendations were made:

Educational managers, school administrators, academic and non-academic staff, students and community members should ensure that safety standards are attained and maintained in schools.
Secondary school principals should ensure the provision of adequate system of supervision in order to identify risk factors and devise precautionary measures.
School principals should step up the enforcement of school rules and regulations to guarantee self-discipline amongst students' and staff.
There should be the concern by all education stakeholders in identifying hazard and putting in place control measures to minimize risk in the school environment for effective school service delivery.
Government should establish safety, health and welfare legislation and common law duties of care that set down specific requirements for school owners and employees.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

TORTS OF NEGLIGENCE AND STUDENTS SAFETY IN SELECTED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN RIVERS STATE.
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Female [  ]

Age 

11-14 [  ]
15-22 [  ]
23-33 [  ]
34 and above [  ]
Category Specification

Student [  ]
S S 2 [  ]
S S 3 [  ]
School Personnel

Principal /Proprietor/Vice Principal/Admin[  ]
Teachers [  ]
Non-teaching Staff [  ]

SECTION B

Question 1: What is the prevalence of  torts of negligence  in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state?

	Options
	Please tick

	High 
	

	Average
	

	Low
	


Question 2: What are the factors that leads to torts of negligence and students safety in  public and private secondary schools in Rivers state?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	Strongly

Agree


	Agree   
	Disagree 

  
	Strongly Disagree

 

	1
	Non provision of suitable and safe premises
	
	
	
	

	2
	 Non provision of medical assistance to the sick or injured student.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Non assessment of risk to safety of students by schools
	
	
	
	

	4
	 Non compliance of schools with safe standards.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Non implementation of strategies to prevent bullying and inadequate system of supervision. 
	
	
	
	


Question 3: Does principals' supervision of school activities  significantly influence teachers' tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain
	


Question 4: Does teachers' maladministration of students' discipline does significantly relate with tort of negligence in private and public secondary schools in Rivers state.

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain
	


Question 5: To establish strategies that could be adopted to observe a reasonable standard of safety in secondary schools in Rivers State.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	Strongly

Agree


	Agree   
	Disagree 

  
	Strongly Disagree

 

	1
	Ensuring the school complies with safe standards
	
	
	
	

	2
	Ensuring that medical assistance is provided to a stick or injured students.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Ensuring reasonably safe place and equipment and provision of adequate system of supervision.
	
	
	
	

	4
	 Implementation of strategies to prevent bullying
	
	
	
	

	5
	Having the right policy organization  and arrangement in place.
	
	
	
	


=  2.5










