THE ROLE OF RURAL WOMEN FARMERS IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ABSTRACT
The role of rural women farmers in the economic development of Ovia North East Local Government Area in Edo State cannot be over emphasized. There is basically no aspect of economic development in Edo State that one cannot find women. A review of feminist literature, indicate that there is now a demand for re-orientation of research and change in methodological procedures used for complication of national statistics so as to reflect accurately the position of women and their labour in the national economy in general and Edo State in particular. On the realization of the role women play in our daily life, it is therefore necessary to identify the role as a point of reference. It is on this basic aim prompted as a research to go into the findings. The objective of this project work therefore is to highlight the role of rural women farmers in Ovia North East Local Government Area of Edo State with a view to identifying attendant problem and indicating necessary recommendation. Attention is focused on the rural women farmers in the economic activities through agricultural, strategies are indicated for using women as a catalyst for employment generation and for solving Ovia North East Local Government Area food agriculture and economic development problem. Women need to be encouraged to broaden their base and increase their scale of operation particularly in agro industries and through self employment. They need to learn to mobilize saving rotary credit scheme in order to be affected throughout cooperatives and other association or through small enterprises development programme.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
Background Of The Study
Women in Ovia North East Local Government Area in Edo State inspite of their daily roles to improve the existing standard are being looked down upon by their male counterpart as playing the second fiddle. A review of feminist literature indicates that there is now a demand for re-orientation of research and changes in methodological procedures used for complication of national income. There are at least three stands to this firstly; there is the issue that a considerable portion of women’s labour is not reflection in Ovia North East Local Government statistics. This is a phenomenon due to the fact that the labour of the house wife is not traded and valued at market prices.

Secondly, there is the formal versus informal sector issue. On a worldwide basis, but more so in the developing countries of the world women constitute the greater percentage of the informal sector labour forces. Thirdly, there is the rural-urban dichotomy more than not; women are left behind when there is male migration from rural to urban areas. These three issues are mutually self explanatory as women get left behind in the rural areas. They have limited opportunities for self improvement. They are therefore suitable mainly informal sector employment. Their labour as house wives, house maids etc is not accurately affected in nation statistics. Another relevant issue is that where women are in selection for religions or social reasons, enumerators who are more often men cannot meet the women to accurately appraise their labour input.

Statement Of Problems   
The basic premise of this essay is that the non involvement or marginalization of women in development programmes is wasteful and impedes effective economic development. Its effect is similar to inadequate use of factor of production in agriculture which means that the production possibilities curve is lower than it should be on the basis of this premise, the problem associated with the involvement of women in the economic development of Edo State and strategies of solving these problems are discussed.

Purpose Of Study
The objective of this paper is therefore to highlight the role of women in economic development of Ovia North East Local Government Area in Edo State with view to identifying attendant problem and suggesting possible solution.

Significance Of The Study
It is hoped that this study will be useful in selecting appropriate rural women in Ovia North East Local Government Area. it is also hoped that it will help the rural women in producing and advertising their products.

Finally, it is my hope that the project work will justify the economic investment in rural women in Ovia North East Local Government Area.

Research Questions
1. Does transportation problem put a serious problem in the rural women farmers?

2. Is inadequate finance a problem to rural women farmers?

3. Does diseases outbreak affects their products?

4. Does bad road affect rural women farmers?

5. Does an inadequate material affect their product?

Scope Of Study
The study focuses on economic development of rural women farmers in Ovia North East Local Government Area of Edo State. Edo State is made up of local government area. As a result of time and financial constrains book on social studies and geography of Edo State which relate to economic contribution of women in Edo State are consulted. Questionnaires are written, to take a random sampling of economic contribution of women in Ovia North East Local Government Area in Edo State.

Definition Of Terms
Economic – of economics or the economy and profit.

Development – become or make large, more manure or more advanced.

Rural – of in or life the country side.

Marginalization – cause to feel less important

Programme – A planned series of events.

Outbreak: A sudden or violent occurrence of war, disease etc.

Inadequate – not enough or not good enough

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

INTRODUCTION 
The most frequently asked question in the study of development economics is what initiate the process of economic development? Unfortunately there is no single theory which fully explains the cause of development no can one draw general conclusion from the economic history of the rich industrial nations whose experience is unique. It is now being increasing recognized that there is no low of economic development. No single theory can be used to explain the way in which full employment might be achieved in less developed countries (LDCS) which have diverse social, geographical and economic characteristics. However, the following summaries of economic development theories therefore are necessary. 

2.1 Gender Equality
Gender equality is generally used to describe a situation: a society at a given time can be considered more or less gender equal. It is common to distinguish between two dimensions of equality: Equality in outcomes and equality in opportunities. Equality in outcomes means that women and men enjoy the same standard of living, degree of autonomy, status and other socially valued goods Roemer (1998). Equality in opportunities means that men and women have equal access to agricultural inputs, education, borrowing, election to legislative assemblies, labour market careers etc. Terms such as a “level playing field” are often used to describe a situation with equal opportunities.

2.3.2 Women Participation
The concept of participation relates to who takes part in a set of society’s activities and how they do it. The list of activities considered could be agricultural sector, formal sector employment, general and local elections, legislative work, household work, etc. As a consequence, participation can be seen as a measure of equality – both in opportunities (for example, participation in paid work) and outcomes (for example, participation in the use of public services). It is important to notice, however, that women’s participation does not imply equality between men and women. The fact that women participate in paid work does not imply that women receive or control the income which they generate. Hence, it is possible to have situations where women participate but do not achieve equality. On the other hand, it is hard to imagine that equality can exist without a minimum of participation in socio – economic and political processes (Duflo, 2005; Narayan, 2002; and Akerkar, 2001).

2.2 Empowerment of women

A key factor in the concept of women empowerment is that gender empowerment relates to the ability of women to manage their lives. While empowerment has been described as both a state and a process in the literature (World Bank Institute, 2007); Duflo (2005) and Kabeer (2005) viewed empowerment to involve an improvement in women’s ability to manage their own lives obtained through increased access to key resources and activities. The understanding of women’s empowerment gives a direct link between empowerment and equality of opportunities. The process of empowering women will improve their access to agricultural inputs, education, access to formal sector employment, access to entrepreneurship, access to finance, control over fertility etc which entails an expansion of women’s opportunities in the direction of equal opportunities in comparison with men.

2.3 Global Account of Women Participation in Agriculture and Agricultural Practices
(a)Women in Agriculture

Women work in agriculture as farmers on their own account, as unpaid workers on family farms and as paid or unpaid labourers on other farms and agricultural enterprises (Ahmed and Maitra, 2010). Women are involved in both crop and livestock production at subsistence and commercial levels. They produce food and cash crops and manage mixed agricultural operations often involving crops, livestock and fish farming and are considered as part of the agricultural labour force (FAO, 2011). Also, FAO (2011) found that women comprise an average of 43% of the agricultural labour force of developing countries. The female share of the agricultural labour force ranges from about 20% in Latin America to almost 50% in Eastern and Southeastern Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.

Women in sub-Saharan Africa have relatively high overall labour-force participation rates and the highest average agricultural labour-force participation rates in the world. Cultural norms in the region have long encouraged women to be economically self-reliant and traditionally give women substantial responsibility for agricultural production in their own right. Regional data for sub-Saharan Africa conceal wide differences among countries. The share of women in the agricultural labour force ranges from 36% in Côte d’Ivoire and the Niger to over 60% in Lesotho, Mozambique and Sierra Leone. A number of countries have seen substantial increases in the female share of the agricultural labour force in recent decades due to a number of reasons, including conflict, HIV/AIDS and migration. Also, the female share of the agricultural labour force

in the Near East and North Africa appears to have risen substantially, from 30% in 1980 to almost 45%. Some of the highest and fastest-growing rates of female agricultural labour force participation in the region are found in Jordan, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and the Syrian Arab Republic (Alene, et al., 2008).

Women in Eastern and Southeastern Asia also make very substantial contributions to the agricultural labour force, almost as high on average as in sub-Saharan Africa. The regional average is dominated by China, where the female share of the agricultural labour force has increased slightly since 1980 to almost 48%. The share of women in the agricultural labour force in most other countries in the region has remained fairly steady at between 40% and 50%, although it is substantially lower and declining in some countries such as Malaysia and the Philippines. The Southern Asian average is dominated by India, where the share of women in the agricultural labour force has remained steady at just over 30% (FAO, 2011).

The countries of Latin America have high overall female labour-force participation rates, but much lower participation in agriculture than those in other developing country regions. This pattern reflects relatively high female education levels, economic growth and diversification, and cultural norms that support female migration to service jobs in urban areas. Just over 20% of the agricultural labour force in Latin America was female in 2010, slightly higher than in 1980. The South American countries of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru dominate both the average and the rising trend, while many countries in Central America and the Caribbean have seen declining shares of women in the agricultural labour force (FAO, 2011).

(b) Women in Modern Contract Farming

One noteworthy feature of modern agricultural value chains is the growth of contract farming or out-grower schemes for high-value produce through which large scale agro-processing firms seek to ensure a steady supply of quality produce. Such schemes can help small-scale farmers and livestock producers overcome the technical barriers and transaction costs involved in meeting the increasingly stringent demands of urban consumers in domestic and international markets (Maertens and Swinnen, 2009).

Evidence shows, however, that female farmers are largely excluded from modern contract-farming arrangements because they lack secure control over land, family labour and other resources required to guarantee delivery of a reliable flow of produce. Evidence also revealed that women comprise fewer than 10% of the farmers involved in small- holder contract-farming schemes in the Kenyan fresh fruit and vegetable export sector (Dolan, 2001), and only 1 of a sample of 59 farmers contracted in Senegal to produce French beans for the export sector was a woman (Maertens and Swinnen, 2009).

While men control the contracts, however, much of the farm work done on contracted plots is performed by women as family labourers. For example, in 70 percent of the cases of sugar contract-farming in South Africa, the principal farmer on the sugarcane plots is a woman (Porter and Philips – Horward, 1997). Women work longer hours than men in vegetable contract-farming schemes controlled by male farmers in the Indian Punjab (Singh, 2003). In a large contract-farming scheme involving thousands of farmers in China, women – while excluded from signing contracts themselves – perform the bulk of the work related to contract farming (Eaton and Shepherd, 2001). Women may not be well compensated as unpaid family labour in contract-farming schemes unless there is policy intervention (Maertens and Swinnen, 2009).

(c) Women and Pastoral Farming

Within pastoralist and mixed farming systems, livestock play an important role in supporting women and in improving their financial situation and women are heavily engaged in the sector. An estimated two-thirds of poor livestock keepers, totaling approximately 400 million people, are women (Thornton et al., 2002). They share responsibility with men and children for the care of animals, and particular species and types of activity are more associated with women than men. For example, women often have a prominent role in managing poultry (FAO, 1998; Guèye, 2000; Tung, 2005) and dairy animals (Okali and Mims, 1998; Tangka, Jabbar and Shapiro, 2000) and in caring for other animals that are housed and fed within the homestead. When tasks are divided, men are more likely to be involved in constructing housing and the herding of grazing animals, and in marketing products if women’s mobility is constrained. The influence of women is strong in the use of eggs, milk and poultry meat for home consumption and they often have control over marketing these products and the income derived from them. Perhaps for this reason, poultry and small-scale dairy projects have been popular investments for development projects that aim to improve the lot of rural women (FAO, 2011).

In some countries, small-scale pig production is also dominated by women. Female-headed households are as successful as male-headed households in generating income from their animals, although they tend to own smaller numbers of animals, probably because of labour constraints. Livestock ownership is particularly attractive to women in societies where access to land is restricted to men (Bravo-Baumann, 2000). Pastoralist and small-scale mixed-farming systems continue to be important in meeting the needs of rural consumers, the demands of growing urban populations are increasingly supplied with meat, milk and eggs from intensive commercial systems. This has implications for the engagement of women in the livestock sector because of the different roles, responsibilities and access to resources that are evident within different scales of production system and at different points on the production and marketing chain (FAO, 2011).

According to FAO (2011), the role of women in meeting these changing demands may diminish, for two reasons. The first is that when livestock enterprises scale up, the control over decisions and income, and sometimes the entire enterprise, often shifts to men, though not a universal phenomenon as is the case with Vietnam but it is common and can be explained by women’s limited access to land and credit. The second important factor is that all smallholders face challenges when the livestock sector intensifies and concentrates and many go out of business (Rola et al., 2006).

(d)Women in Fishery and Aquaculture

In 2008, nearly 45 million people worldwide were directly engaged, full time or part time, in the fishery primary sector. In addition, an estimated 135 million people are employed in the secondary sector, including postharvest activities. Information from 86 countries indicates that in 2008, 5.4 million women worked as fishers and fish farmers in the primary sector which represents 12% (FAO, 2011).

Women have rarely engaged in commercial offshore and long-distance capture fisheries because of the vigorous work involved but also because of their domestic responsibilities and/or social norms. They are more commonly occupied in subsistence and commercial fishing from small boats and canoes in coastal or inland waters. Women also contribute as entrepreneurs and provide labour before, during and after the catch in

both artisanal and commercial fisheries as in West Africa, the so called “Fish Mamas” play a major role: they usually own capital and are directly and vigorously involved in the coordination of the fisheries chain, from production to the sale of fish (FAO, 2011).

Studies of women in aquaculture, especially in Asia where aquaculture has a long tradition, indicate that the contribution of women in labour is often greater than men’s Women are reported to constitute 33% of the rural aquaculture workforce in China, 42% in Indonesia and 80% in Vietnam (Kusabe and Kelker, 2001).

The most significant role played by women in both artisanal and industrial fisheries is at the processing and marketing stages, where they are very active in all regions. In some countries, women have become significant entrepreneurs in fish processing; in fact, most fish processing is performed by women, either in their own household-level industries or as wage labourers in the large scale processing industry (FAO, 2011).

(e)Women in Forestry

Women contribute to both the formal and informal forestry sectors in many significant ways. They play roles in agro-forestry, watershed management, tree improvement, and forest protection and conservation. Forests also often represent an important source of employment for women, especially in rural areas. From nurseries to plantations, and from logging to wood processing, women make up a notable proportion of the labour force in forest industries throughout the world. However, although women contribute substantially to the forestry sector, their roles are not fully recognized and documented, their wages are not equal to those of men and their working conditions tend to be poor (World Bank, FAO and IFAD, 2009).

The Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 reports that the forestry sector worldwide employed approximately 11 million people in 2005; however, sex disaggregated data on the number of women employed by the sector are not available on a comprehensive basis (FAO, 2010). Evidence from developing countries suggests that women are often employed in menial jobs in sawmills, plantation nurseries and logging camps (World Bank, FAO and IFAD, 2009). Studies conducted by FAO in Africa and Europe indicate that women do not hold senior or policy-making positions in the sector. Rather, they are primarily employed in administrative and support roles, with professional women foresters tending to have specialist roles (research) or first-line junior management positions (FAO, 2006a, 2007). The studies indicate that even though women are still underrepresented in the industry, examples of good practice are emerging, especially in Europe (FAO, 2006a). This shows that concerted and sustained commitment and planning at senior organizational levels can result in quantifiable improvements in the number of professional women foresters employed and the level of seniority they can attain.

2.5 The Role of Agriculture in Rural Development
According to Canadian International Development Agency (2003), agriculture can make significant contributions to attaining the MDGs. It is the sector from which most of the rural poor in developing countries derive their income, and both rural and urban people obtain most of their food, which is produced largely by women. By so doing, the link of women with extension services is imperative. As agriculture depends heavily on the natural resource base, it influences environmental sustainability.

Agriculture is also closely linked to human health and education and it can influence rural development through the following, as well as attainment of the MDGs:

I. Eradicating Poverty and Hunger: - An estimated 1.2 billion people are absolutely poor, living on less than US$1 per day; nearly twice that number live on less than US$2 per day. Currently, about 800 million people go hungry each day. Approximately 75 percent of the absolute poor in developing countries live in rural areas, where they depend mostly on agriculture for their livelihoods. Thus, reducing poverty in rural areas, and hunger in both rural and urban areas, will depend heavily on the sustainable development of agriculture. Through efforts in the sector, income of the rural poor must increase rapidly, and food production in the developing world must more than double over the next twenty years to keep up with population growth. To achieve these goals, the sector must promote pro- poor economic growth at rates at least as fast as population growth rates. This, in turn, will require raising agricultural productivity, integrating agriculture into local and international markets effectively, and creating productive on- and off- farm employment.

II. Promoting Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women: - Women are responsible for half of the world’s food production and between 60 percent and 80 percent of the food in most developing countries. Not only are women the mainstay of the agricultural food sector, labour force, and food systems, they are also largely responsible for post-harvest activities. Their specialized knowledge about genetic resources also makes them essential custodians of biodiversity for food and agriculture. However, women’s fundamental contribution is continually under-appreciated and under-supported, and is often adversely affected by prevailing economic policies and other development conditions. These circumstances must be reversed: sustainable rural development through agriculture cannot be achieved without the full participation of women.

III. Achieving Environmental Sustainability: - The natural resource base of suitable land, water, forests, and biodiversity largely determines the potential of agriculture. These resource endowments have a major influence on human activity in agriculture, and in turn, are affected by them. Historically, agriculture responded only to the need for food. Much later, it sought to respond to poverty- reduction mandates as well. Now it seeks to simultaneously help meet the triple objectives of poverty reduction, food security, and environmental sustainability. Most of the land suitable for agriculture is already in production. Therefore, meeting current and future food requirements will require rapid increases in productivity; otherwise, an undesirable expansion onto fragile and marginal lands will result. There is widespread concern that deforestation and land degradation are severely diminishing the potential of ecosystems. The main causes of these conditions go well beyond agriculture; however, agriculture does play a role: when policies are inappropriate, unsustainable agricultural practices are used and property rights are insecure.

Biodiversity supports the production of an ecosystem’s goods and services essential for life as well as for many cultural values. Improving crops, livestock and feeds; increasing soil fertility; and controlling pests and diseases often depend on these resources; however, increasing population pressure, deforestation, and unsustainable agricultural practices are contributing to degradation of these “life insurance policies.”

IV. Contributing to Human Health and Education: - Good health and education are two prerequisites for sustainable development and agriculture contributes to both—in positive as well as negative ways; adequate nutrition is indispensable to attaining good health. Though insufficient by itself, an adequate supply of food is a key determinant of adequate nutrition. This factor alone can drastically reduce malnutrition in adults and children, and increase birth weights of newborns. By improving incomes and nutrition, gains in agricultural productivity can help break the cycle of passing malnutrition from one generation to the next. In addition, it is often the savings from agriculture that provide the means to meet expenses relating to educating children.

Agricultural practices, however, can have negative effects on human health and education. For example, overexposing adults and children to dangerous chemicals and harmful forms of child labour in both family and commercial settings are significant problems. In addition to exposure to dangerous chemicals, children may suffer long working hours, lack of access to education, very low or no pay, and injury due to heavy loads and dangerous machinery. If children must work to support themselves or their families, they should be assisted with programs that reduce the physical risks they face and provide leisure time, flexible schooling, and fair pay.

Agriculture and health are also related to efforts to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. Poor people and farming communities have been particularly hard hit by HIV/AIDS: about 60 percent of HIV-positive sub-Saharan Africans are women. Given women’s pre-eminent role in food production and preparation, this fact could exacerbate food insecurity in the region.

V. Aid Successful Application of an Integrated Approach to Rural Development: - The internal complexities, as well as the external linkages, of agriculture must be simultaneously managed to attain development that is integrated, equitable, and sustainable. In response to this challenge, two closely aligned and congruent approaches, Sustainable Livelihoods and Ecosystems Health, are relevant in strategizing rural development programming efforts.

Sustainable Livelihoods focuses on activities that promote sustainable human communities. The approach begins with peoples’ assets and capabilities, and seeks to build on them. A livelihood is said to be sustainable if it can adapt to stresses and shocks, maintain and enhance its capabilities and assets, and at best, enhance opportunities for the next generation. This approach recognizes that the root of all human development and economic growth is livelihoods—not jobs per se, but the wide, infinitely diverse range of activities people engage in to Promoting Sustainable Rural Development Through Agriculture make their living—together with assets or entitlements they own or can access.

Hence, it integrates considerations of income generation; the production of sufficient, nutritious food; women’s empowerment; and environmental management.

Ecosystems Health is a way of thinking about human development that focuses on the systemic ecological and social contexts in which human activities occur, and that make them sustainable or not. A healthy ecosystem maintains itself without major human intervention, changes and adapts over time, and provides the services that sustain human communities. This approach, therefore, provides a broad framework to help identify both constraints and opportunities for those

activities. It can help to identify agricultural policies and practices, for instance, and the livelihoods associated with them that increase food production without disempowering women and undermining ecological integrity.

A network of Canadian and international researchers is linking these two approaches. In so doing, both social and ecological considerations are brought into the same development framework. This helps overcome many of the limitations that occur when either is considered in isolation.

Women In The Informal Sector     

Excluding agriculture, informal sector employment for women includes their work in construction, industries in the rural and urban area of the state. Women are often seen carrying water at construction sites paid daily wages of N40, N60 compared with N80, N100 for men. Women also feature all over the country in craft and in the service sector, in mat making, poultry, weaving, soap making, sewing and hair dressing. Domestic service and petty trade are able to considerable involve for women who migrate to the town and cities (Seun, 2002). The basic problem for women in the informal sector is that they are subject to abuse and exploitation. It is in the nature of informal sector employment, that the labour conditions are neglected. There are therefore problem of low wages and unsatisfactory working condition, where women are self employed and their condition is not too bad. But women are commonly subjected to sexual harassment. 

Women In The Formal Sector   

Unlike the informal sector employment is regulated by law in public or private employment. The government is the most important single employee of labour in the formal sector. Women’s role in the formal sector of Edo State economic development is highlighted as well as the factor which affects the role and status in the formal sector. The nature of women involvement in the formal sector of Egor Local Government Area economy can be described as follows: 

a. Women are more involved in softer less technical home related, professional traditionally referred to as women’s. 

b. The banking sectors have only one woman as the managing directorship level throughout the state. 

c. There are only few female chartered accountants and engineers. 

d. Of the two universities in the state only one professor a female who had so far headed as the vice chancellor. 

Development Strategy  

The main thrust of the development strategies proposed here is that there is a need for reorientation in development programming he ensures not only that women are brought into the main stream of development (S. A. Omoniyi, et al, 1999). Gave: 

a. Transportation problem. Most rural of farming communities are not easily accessible due to bad nature of road leading to them in some cases road are completed absent. Vehicle plying the road to farming communication are often limited or not available at all cost of transportation is therefore very high in addition, some farm produce cannot easily by transportation to the market or urban areas. 

b. Natural factors. Natural factors are also problem facing agriculture as postulated by Akisami (1995) these include both the climatic, physical and biological factors. Al these have influences on agriculture, drought, earthquakes may occur which are beyond farmers control and because of this motivation to do farm work will be problem. Insect such as locust worm, parasite and other diseases also reduces agricultural productivity. 

c. Poor farm tools: These traditional tools such as cutlass, hoe and axe use by farmers are grossly inefficient, these tools make farm work very trying while the size of land that can be cultivate with them is usually very small. Also modern farm machines are wither not available at all or inadequate in number in most farming communities, the use of farm machine will lead to the alteration of a large in let area of land and reduce the drudgery in farming, development is of the view that 60th men and women are equal, this bring the adage which say that what a man can do a woman can equally do or even do better. This is called adrosexual sex role. Take a family unit for instance the adrosexual sex role holds that the bringing of children at home must be an equal responsibility of the man and his wife.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


This study was carried out to examine the Role Of Rural Women Farmers In Economic Development. Ovia North East Local Government Area in Edo State form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.
In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Ovia North East Local Government Area in Edo State, the researcher conveniently selected 126 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. Chi- square statistic is used to test the hypothesis.
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of hundred and twenty (120) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which 100 were returned. The analysis of this study is based on the number returned.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION

Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	60
	60%

	Female
	40
	40%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	100
	100%

	Muslim
	00
	00%

	Age
	
	

	18-25
	00
	00%

	26-35
	15
	15%

	36-40
	29
	29%

	41 +
	56
	56%

	Family Economic Status
	
	

	Very High
	24
	24%

	High
	32
	32%

	Very Low
	21
	21%

	Low
	23
	23%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Question 1: Does transportation problem put a serious problem in the rural women farmers?

Table 4.2: Respondent on question 1

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	78
	78

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	22
	22

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 78 respondents constituting 78% said yes. While the remain 22 respondents constituting 22% were undecided. There was no record for no.

Question 2: Is inadequate finance a problem to rural women farmers?

Table 4.3: Respondent on question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	60
	60

	No
	19
	19

	Undecided
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 60 respondents constituting 60% said yes. 19 respondents constituting 19% said no. While the remain 21 respondents constituting 21% were undecided.

Question 3: Does diseases outbreak affects their products?

Table 4.4: Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	56
	56

	No
	21
	21

	Undecided
	23
	23

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 56 respondents constituting 56% said yes. 21 respondents constituting 21% said no. While the remain 23 respondents constituting 23% were undecided.

Question 4: Does bad road affect rural women farmers?

Table 4.5: Respondent on question 4

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High
	61
	61

	Low
	17
	17

	Undecided
	22
	22

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 61 respondents constituting 61% said high. 17 respondents constituting 17% said low. While the remain 22 respondents constituting 22% were undecided.

Question 5: Does an inadequate material affect their product?

Table 4.6: Respondent on question 5

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	60
	60

	No
	20
	20

	Undecided
	20
	20

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 60 respondents constituting 60% said yes. 20 respondents constituting 20% said no. While the remain 20 respondents constituting 20% were undecided.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary Of Findings 
This research work was designed to figure out the role of rural women farmers on the economic development of Edo State. Form the finding of this study, it was discovered that rural women farmer have significant economic contribution to the economic development of Egor local government area of Edo State. On an overall basis, women are more involved in softer, less technical home related duties which are not computed or calculated as part of developmental economic process in Edo State.

Available statistic from my survey shows that rural women are over worked with inadequate time for rest compared with their male counterparts. This is particularly so because fetching preparation of food and the care of children, the sick and elderly are almost exclusively women’s work. The literature review was spited into various aspects such as women in agriculture women in formal sector, women in formal sector development strategy and a review of previous studies were different scholars gave their theory of development. This study was conducted among rural women farmers in Egor local government area of Edo state. The instrument consisted of the women’s questionnaires. The responses were analyzed using appropriate statistics technique such as the use of their products, their market days, number of their children in secondary school and above their payment of tax and levy.

 CONCLUSION 

The result of the study has shown that rural women farmers have significant economic contribution to the economic development of Irele local government area of Edo State. The study brings about the usefulness or the importance of women to the economic development of Edo State. Some of their contributions include household expenditure as feeding, clothing supplementary, and the payment of children school fees and so no. women can be used as catalyst for food, agriculture and economic development. For this purpose, an employment technological development and training programme needs to be instituted for women.

RECOMMENDATION

The researcher therefore wishes to recommend the following measure to help women in rural areas in Egor local government area of Edo State. The recommendation as follows 

a) Rural women farmers should be provided with adequate modern farm implements to  ease their farm work 

b) Government, firms, organizations, corporate bodies etc should always give out loans and different help to rural women farmers when they are in need.

c) Tax and levy should not be imposed on the rural women farmers or even their product order to encourage them to produce more goods and services for the development of the economy. 

d) Rural women farmers should be educated enlightened and trained by experts on how to make adequate use of their farm implement.

e) Good roads should be provided for the rural women farmer to transport their products to the urban sectors.

f) It is hoped that the suggestion made in this study are adopted in order to encourage the rural women farmer to contribute more to the economic development of Edo State. And that it has also been made know that rural women have significant economic contribution to the development Edo State.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender

Male [  ]

Female [  ]

Age 

18-25
[  ]

20-30
[  ]

31-40
[  ]

41 and above [  ]

Educational level

WAEC
[  ]

BSC/HND
[  ]

MSC/PGDE
[  ]

PHD

[  ]

Others……………………………………………….. (please indicate)

Marital Status

Single
[  ]

Married [  ]

Separated [  ]

Widowed [  ]

Duration of Service

0-2 years [  ]

2-5 years [  ]

5 and above [  ]

Section B
Question 1: Does transportation problem put a serious problem in the rural women farmers?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 2: Is inadequate finance a problem to rural women farmers?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 3: Does diseases outbreak affects their products?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 4: Does bad road affect rural women farmers?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	High
	

	Low
	

	Undecided
	


Question 5: Does an inadequate material affect their product?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


