THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN POVERTY ALLIVIATION IN NIGERIA

ABSTRACT

Poverty, either as a plague or cause of other specific under development ailments, afflicts Nigeria as it does other Nations of the World. The high level of prevalence in the country, which has attained an endemic nature is becoming worrisome. Poverty has made Nigeria to attain an unenviable status such that no Government (no matter the level), Organisation, Community, Clan or Family can survive effectively without introducing one kind of poverty reduction effort or the other. Despite the various poverty alleviation programmes by successive governments, and the huge budgeting outlays attached to these programmes, the people have remained poor. The importance of this Project the role of Government in poverty alleviation in Nigeria cannot be overemphasized. This is a very active field of research that interest private individuals, international Bodies and the Government. In the course of the study, related literature on poverty and poverty reduction efforts (strategies and programmes) were intensively and extensively reviewed and relevant information and ideas obtained for the research. The study also utilised the survey approach and chi-square to collect, collate, analyse and present data respectively. The findings reveal that poverty reduction strategies currently adopted in oyo include: Provision of micro credits, Healthcare delivery; Capacity building; Resource development through promotion of improved production technology; Provision of agricultural supports such as seedlings, fertilizers, etc.
We also found that sufficient fund was not available to poverty reduction agencies to implement their programmes as the findings reveal that insufficient funding was listed as the severest problem by the respondents. It was further revealed that such insufficient funding is even aggravated by duplication of efforts. In effect, funds available were spread too thin amongst the agencies and programmes.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Poverty is a universal problem facing mankind, with serious consequences. It can be described as a multi-dimensional phenomenon, which lacks universally accepted definition. For instance, its economic dimension centres on nature and level of material deprivations which afflict the poor, and distinguishes them from the non-poor. As there are varying divergent views on the concept of poverty, we could observe that poverty exists when people lack the means to satisfy their basic needs. In Africa, and in particular Nigeria; the colonialists imposed capitalistic economic system which allowed for exploitation and domination of the rich individuals and companies in the available resources including exploiting the labour of others to increase their wealth. Besides, when the colonialists shifted emphasis from food crops to cash crops as deliberate government’s policy in order to serve the needs of the industries in the metropolitan Europe, shortage of food began to manifest amongst the rural dwellers who constituted 80% of the country’s population. 

Furthermore, the lack of commitments and focused leadership at all levels of governments, daily eroded value systems and impoverished the people; to the extent of the deprivations, prevalent hunger, disease, poverty and dearth in infrastructural development and amenities. The combination of the economic and political structures inherited by post independent African countries, especially Nigeria had paved way for social crises which the new leaders had failed to successfully address in most cases, the major population of Nigerians who live in rural areas had continued to experience low quality of life, misery, hopelessness scarcity of food, lack of shelter, poor health care delivery systems, high infant mortality rate, high level of illiteracy and above all, manifesting characteristics of under-development in all the ramifications. No doubt all these unenviable scorecards have continued to bring pressure on leadership. 

In these regards, the Federal Government of Nigeria had designed several programmes aimed at alleviating poverty and improving the living conditions of its people. Some of these programmes since the 1970s include: 

Operation Feed the Nation (OFN) 

Green Revolution 

DFFRI, Peoples Bank, Community Bank 

Structural Adjustment Programme 

Better Life Programme and Family Support Programme 

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) 

National Directorate of Employment (NDE) 

Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure 

(DFRRI) 

Poverty Alleviation Programme (PAP) 

National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) 

National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS). 

All these are geared towards raising the living standards of rural people and the urban dwellers, with the anticipated peace, harmony and development resulting thereafter. Nigeria is a country of about 120 million people, covering 4470km coastlines with enormous resources of natural gas and coal, vast array of solid minerals like gold, coal, tin, kaolin, columbite, zinc, limestone; etc. 

One of the largest resources of tropical timbers, varied vegetation and topography with favourable climatic condition that require the growing of a wide range of food and cash crops all the year round, Nigeria is one of the continent’s poles of development. She is in a position to influence development in both West African sub-region and Africa in general. Therefore, the rating of Nigeria as one of the poorest in Africa and yet with other unenviable indices of underdevelopment calls for the need for political leaders to rise to these challenges and turn things around for the better. 

Despite the various poverty alleviation programmes by successive governments, and the huge budgeting outlays attached to these programmes, the rural areas and the people have remained poor. Some of the features of this poverty are lack of basic social amenities, malnutrition, disease and ignorance. It is argued that all these problems resulting from policy inconsistencies, lack of political will, bureaucratic red tape, lack of transparency in business of government, lack of consumer oriented consultations in policy initiation or formulation, lack of capacity for policy implementation, obstacles arising from political and social considerations, poor leadership, inadequate support institutions and resources for policy implementation; all these are exacerbated by political instability and social crises. With these score cards, Nigeria will not be able to sustain a stable political system which would be supported by its citizens for accelerated development, which means that Nigeria would not be able to offer the desired leadership expected in West African sub-region and Africa in general; and the central role as a development centre and pole in international affairs would remain a mirage. 

Economic development considers human living conditions especially the individual well being as a more important focus of attention than the institutions and organizations within the social system (Ukpong 1994). Therefore economists of development persuasion are interested basically not only in the wealth of nations the highlights of which appear in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and aggregate economic indicators but also, they are interested in how the wealth is distributed among individuals and groups of people in a country or if there is inequality in the distribution of available resources within a country even if that country is endowed by adequate resources. 

There is every likelihood that few people will be enjoying better living conditions while the majority would be languishing in a state of abject poverty, more problematic conditions arise in a situation whereby the country’s material and human resources are under-utilised and unevenly distributed among the different component units of the country and to the extent that what it has cannot satisfy the yearnings and aspiration of the generality of the people who want to use them. 

Nigeria is faced with most of these problems. That is why Nigeria has been ranked as one of the poorest countries of the world. Today in Nigeria, one of the principal concerns of both the federal and state governments is the formulation and execution of policies designed to propel the nation’s economy to push up per capita output. It is expected that the rising output should raise the incomes of most Nigerians every year. Yet poverty not only persists, but also tends to exacerbate; clearly the rate of poverty is greater in recent times than in the past. Many attempts have been made by both the Federal and State governments to reduce the incidence of poverty and inequality in Nigeria. 

It is the objective of this research study therefore, to explore the whole concept of poverty, causes and consequences of poverty and inequality, and the role of Oyo state Government in tackling the problems which poverty and underdevelopment had created. 

Over the decades, empirical statistics from the research findings on the level of poverty, especially at the rural setting shows that poverty had continued to exist and indeed degrade as well as ravaged the quality of life of the people in the rural areas in Nigeria. Worried by this trend, successive Governments had tried to tackle poverty, through the design and implementation of several poverty alleviation measures aimed at stemming the ugly trend of poverty in the land. Unfortunately, the quality of life of the majority of Nigerians had remained unenviable and embarrassingly low, despite the huge budgetary allocations by these governments to these poverty alleviation programmes. 

Reports from World Bank, WHO, and various NGOs home based and abroad had at various times confirmed the worsening economic and social situations in Nigeria with the unbelievable ratings as 23rd poorest country in the world, and the 2nd most corrupt country in the conduct of government business (courtesy of Transparency International). All these had been, in spite of the fact that, Nigeria is the current 6th World’s largest producer of crude oil and with the greatest endowments in solid minerals, agricultural potentials and human capital of over 120 million people. 

1.2
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Nigerians and observers are anxious to know the impact of huge financial allocations to various poverty alleviation programmes, since the 1970s, as the problem to be addressed had continued to worsen, deteriorate and further afflict more Nigerians with the end not in sight. Besides, government needs to know why her poverty alleviation programmes had not yielded the desired impact on the masses, so as to enable her approach the poverty issue more programmatically. This study therefore, identified the problems responsible for the persistence of hunger, disease and squalor in the rural communities in Nigeria, despite efforts by governments to solve them. The study has made recommendations that will assist the government through the policy matters, to come out with more realistic, implementable and rural based programme that would address the issue of poverty in Nigeria. This study would provide the required clues for the Oyo state government to tackle the poverty problems at the root. And when this is achieved there will be improved social and political stability, which will stimulate and enhance economic growth development and improved welfare for the people. 

1.3
Objectives of the Study

The broad objective of the study is to carry out a comprehensive review of the causes of poverty in Oyo State and identify strategies that can be used to reduce the poverty levels. The specific objectives are as follows.

To have an overview of Poverty and poverty alleviation Strategies.

Identify Core responsibilities of Oyo state government in poverty alleviation.

To determine if there is sufficiency of funds to implement poverty reduction programmes in Oyo state
To identify the problems confronting poverty reduction activities in Oyo State.

To determine if Poverty Reduction Strategies in Oyo State have succeeded in eradicating poverty

To make policy recommendations.

1.4
Research Hypotheses

HO:
Poverty Reduction Strategies in Oyo State have not succeeded in eradicating poverty.

H1:
Poverty Reduction Strategies in Nigeria have succeeded in eradicating poverty.

1.5
Research questions

The following constitute research questions for this study which include the following:- 

Q1. What are the core responsibilities of Oyo state government on poverty alleviation?

Q2. Is there sufficiency of funds to implement poverty reduction programmes in Oyo state?

Q3. What are the problems confronting poverty reduction activities in Oyo State? 

1.6
SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY

The role of Government in the alleviation of poverty of it people cannot be overemphasized. In the developing world where poverty has laid siege on over time, the governments together international community collaborate to seek an end to this menace or to reduce it to a barest minimum. In this regard significance of study will be both on the theoretical levels and practical levels. Theoretically, this study seeks to highlight and widen scholarly perceptions of poverty alleviation programmes in Nigeria. Practically this study will be a response to the intellectual challenges involved in enhancing an understanding of the unending concept of poverty in Oyo state. 

Also, this study will be of vital importance to scholars on poverty reduction and the global reading public, and as such serve as a further take off point for future inquiry in the study under review.

1.7
SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

The study is restricted to analyzing the roles of the Government and the effects of all poverty alleviation programmes on the people based on the perception of Oyo Government’s poverty alleviation workers, NGOs that are into poverty eradication programmes in Oyo State and finally the present and past benefactors of various poverty alleviation programmes. The researcher also encountered some constraints, which limited the scope of the study. These constraints include but are not limited to the following.

a) AVAILABILITY OF RESEARCH MATERIAL: The research material available to the researcher is insufficient, thereby limiting the study


b) TIME: The time frame allocated to the study does not enhance wider coverage as the researcher has to combine other academic activities and examinations with the study. 

Illiteracy also formed a barrier hence not everybody given a questionnaire were able to fill the form correctly. 

1.8
DEFINITION OF TERMS
We define some basic terminology that would be of essence in this research.

ALLEVIATION: Relieve from a burden which is impinging on the comfort of man, alleviation from health problem, illiteracy, from poor feeding, clothing etc.

PROGRAMMES: A plan or set of strategies, activities and projects proposed to be put in place to serve a set of related problem to which human, material and financial resources are committed in order to achieve its objective.

YOUTH: This is seen as young people considered as a group, the nation’s youth, the youth of today, youth employment. (Hornby, 2000). Also youth is the period of life during which the growing individual make the transition from childhood to adulthood. Encyclopedia American P. 175). To this study, youth can be seen as the people who fall within age of 18 and 45 years.

POVERTY ALLEVIATION PROGRAMME: A democratic society cannot be built when a large number of people are so poor that they are denied their choice due to lack of opportunities to live a tolerable life. Hence poverty alleviation programmes are programmes established by government (Federal, State or Local government) to eradicate of minimize poverty. It is aimed at monitoring and coordinating as well as assisting government in eradicating poverty to avoid duplication of efforts and resources. 
1.9
ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
This research work is organized in five chapters, for easy understanding, as follows Chapter one is concerned with the introduction, which consist of the (overview, of the study), historical background, statement of problem, objectives of the study, research hypotheses, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of terms and historical background of the study. Chapter two highlights the theoretical framework on which the study is based, thus the review of related literature. Chapter three deals on the research design and methodology adopted in the study. Chapter four concentrate on the data collection and analysis and presentation of finding. Chapter five gives summary, conclusion, and recommendations made of the study. 

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter reviews the literature on the role of government in poverty alleviation in Nigeria. It discusses issues arising from the topic of interest as viewed from different perspectives, with a view of giving a theoretical and empirical foundation to the study.

2.2 LITERATURE REVIEW

A major problem with the literature on poverty alleviation and development as far as this study is concerned is that most works tend to focus more on poverty and development in general rather than being specific on alleviation efforts of individual countries. Attempt will, however, be made to look at these general issues and then try to tie them to the specifics later. The first attempt at providing a definition of poverty based on subsistence was made by Rowntree (1941). Although his study was about poverty in the city of New York, his views on what constitutes subsistence living ought to have universal appeal. In his words, “my primary poverty line represented the minimum sum of which physical efficiency could be maintained. It was a standard of bare subsistence rather than living. In calculating it, the utmost economy was practiced. A family living upon a scale allowed for this estimate must be governed by the regulation, nothing must be bought but rather which is absolutely necessary for the maintenance of physical health and what is bought must be of the plainest and most economic description”. 

Here, what is being emphasized is that only expenditures relating to those basic necessities would be tolerated. It means, for example, that a drunkard, whose income is enough for his basic things but who prefers to spend his income on alcohol instead of spending it on the basic necessities of life is not poor based on subsistence poverty. Thus it means that secondary poverty exists when income is enough to provide basic minimum items necessary for subsistence living but this income was diverted to other expenditures outside the categories necessary for subsistence. 

In terms of countries, Nigeria cannot be considered to be poor based on these explanations because it has enough, which if well distributed, could eliminate poverty in the country. Perhaps this explains why the foreign creditors have not granted debt cancellation to Nigeria. 

In discussion further, subsistence poverty; there are difficulties in determining the necessary minimum standards for subsistence living. There are many items needed for subsistence living whose quantity may vary from region to region and from one individual to another. Take, for example, the housing and fuel requirements. The requirements for these essentials vary from region to region. 

As Betchelder (1976) observed, “poverty exists when the quantity of resources available to a person is less than some particular quantity of resources needed by that person.” However, it is not easy to use this definition in poverty court. The problem here is that nothing in the nature of man or in the nature of the world suggests the minimal resources needs that must be satisfied if a person is to be non-poor. 

This is because for many writers, the characteristics of poverty that concern them, includes powerlessness which refers to those people who lack the opportunities and choices unlike in the case of the poor, whose lives seem to be governed by forces and persons outside their control by people in positions of authority or by perceived “evil forces” or “hard luck.” There are no direct measures of powerlessness and hence mainly such surrogates must measure poverty as income. As Brown (1975:134) opined, “poverty may be narrowly defined in economic terms. A poor person is a have-not, he has little or no ability of his inadequate personal resources. He is at the bottom-most rung of our society ladder.” 

 In ordinary usage, poverty is applied to three distinct conditions, economic inequality, economic dependence and economic insufficiency. But to assume that only the last forms the real problem perhaps, limits too narrowly the scope of the problems created by inequalities within modern economic organizations. 

 Acceptance of insufficient flow of income as the essential aspect of poverty merely shifts the difficulties of definition, since this concept predicates the assumption of standard, which could be physiological or social. 

2.3
DEFINITION AND MEASUREMENT OF POVERTY 

Poverty is an intricate phenomenon susceptible to diverse conceptualization and virtually all areas of academics have their perception about it. One of the controversies in the study of poverty is whether it is a social, economic or political problem or a composite of all the three. Poverty is easily recognized and defies objective definition because of its multi-dimensional nature. Therefore, a universally acceptable definition of the term has remained elusive (Aboyade 1975, Akeredolu – Ale 1975, Onimode, 1975, Okunmadewa 2001 and Obadan 2002). Among economists, poverty is often perceived as a situation of low income or low consumption; the political scientists view it as the lack of empowerment and capabilities which will influence the availability of other needs. At the same time, urban geographers and sociologists tend to equate poverty with lack of social infrastructure and opportunities in the society (Oni et al., 2003). Poverty also encompasses low levels of health and education, poor access to clean water and sanitation, inadequate physical security, lack of voice, and insufficient capacity and opportunity to better one‟s life (World Bank, 2010). 

Measuring poverty has helped in determining who is poor, the number of poor people and where the poor are located. In measuring poverty, two tasks have to be taken into consideration: a poverty line set at $275 and $370 individual per year for the extreme poor and moderately poor respectively, and the poverty aggregated level of individuals using the nutritional intake set at 2500 calories per individual daily and list of certain commodities considered essential for survival such as, food, housing, water, health care, education vis-à-vis income are employed to determine poverty line (Levy, 1991). Traditional definition of poverty focuses on per capita income measurement. However, most authors now agree that poverty has multiple dimensions which go beyond simple income consideration to encompass other qualitative aspects of life such as ill-health, illiteracy, lack of access to basic services and assets, insecurity, powerlessness, social exclusion, physical isolation and vulnerability (Odejide 1997, Ravallion 1990; Glewwe and Van Der Gaag 1990). 

On this basis, the Human Development Report (1997) sees poverty as: 

 Deprivation in a long and healthy life as measured by the percentage of people not expected to survive to age.

 deprivation in knowledge as measured by adult literacy and 

 deprivation in economic provision from private and public income as measured by the percentage of people without access to health services, the percentage of people who lack access to safe water and the percentage of children under five who are moderately or severely underweight. 

Due to complex nature of poverty, composite treatment complemented with sectoral programmes has been designed to meet the needs of the poor. Among the basic needs are food, clothing, shelter, water and sanitation, health care, basic education, working skills and tools, employment, security, Civil and political rights to participate in decision making (Obadan, 1997 2; Ajakaye and Adeyeye, 2001). In the absence of these basic facilities, the poor are bound to see themselves as highly deprived, marginalized, powerless, voiceless, socially inferior and isolated, physically weak, vulnerable, humiliated and unable to participate in decision making affecting their own economic and social well-being. 

2.4
TYPES, CAUSES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF POVERTY 

Information about types of the poor, causes of poverty, characteristics and social economic condition of the poor was imperative to any study of poverty alleviation. Poverty can be chronic (structural) or transitory, depending on how long poverty was experienced by an individual or a community. Chronic poverty was a long-term, persistent poverty, the cause of which was largely structural and endemic, while transitory poverty was temporary, transient and short term in nature. Poverty can also be absolute or relative. Absolute poverty was a situational lack of access to resources required to obtain the minimum necessities needed to maintain physical efficiency. Relative poverty on the other hand was the inability to attain a given minimum contemporary standard of living (Sanyal 1991; Schubert 1994 and Okunmadewa 2001). 

Various manifestations embedded in poverty have made the World Bank (2000) to stress the need to examine the dimensions highlighted by the poor as the cause of poverty. Such dimensions include: lack of income and assets to attain basic necessities such as food, shelter, clothing and acceptable levels of health and education; vulnerability to adverse shocks linked to inability to cope with them and sense of voicelessness and powerlessness in the institution of state and society. The Bank also examines people‟s assets in order to understand the determinant of poverty in all its dimensions. These assets include: human assets such as capacity for basic labour, skills and good health; natural assets such as land; physical assets such as access to infrastructure and others. Thus, there was no doubt that poverty manifests itself widely in various forms and contexts in Nigeria and are caused by variety of factors. Okunmadewa (2001) links persistent incidence of poverty to underserved access to socio-economic infrastructure and services; that is, physical and social infrastructure such as: transportation, electricity, health facilities, schools etc. 

Persistent and pervasive poverty is attributed to lack of participation in governance and decision-making. Roberts et al. (2003) observes that poor governance is the most lethal disease to the poor, as political and economic dictatorships frequently lead to poverty more than any other thing. In most poor countries, government is the cause of poverty rather than the agency that solves it. Political instability and war are the greatest obstacles to economic development in Less Developed Countries (LDCs). Kabakchieva et al. (2002) documents how Bulgaria leadership changed six times within eight years (1989-1997) with several months of street demonstration sparked by public dissatisfaction with poor governance and 200 per cent inflation. Meanwhile corruption, nepotism, crimes and other social vices are, to some extent, the by-product of poverty. And as long as making ends meet remains difficult, the propensity to explore other avenues such as stealing would be high, while desired to amass wealth by those with the responsibility of leadership can only be satisfied through mis-appropriation of what is meant for the majority (Aku, 1997). In so doing, the majority is compelled to fend for itself by any means available since the poor are voiceless. For instance, an older resident of Ampenan Utara in Indonesia explains how people are often afraid to speak up against the community leaders because by doing so, the limited resources entitled to could be lost if they are considered disruptive by the village administrators (Mukherjee et a.l, 2002). 

In La Matanza district of Argentina, poverty has led to gender role over-turned. A woman expresses how unemployed men used to drop their kids at day care; a duty considered as women‟s task (Cichero et al, 2002). The groups most affected by extreme poverty throughout the world are the most vulnerable and those that lack resources. Children are more vulnerable under poverty; a poor child‟s lack of education and weaker health status increases the probability that he or she will become a poor adult (Obadan, 2002). Despite their crucial role in determining the quality and character of subsequent generations, in many areas, poor women suffer from low status, less access to education, and greater demand on their labour, including household responsibilities, than their male counterparts (Odumosu et al, 2003). 43 

2.5
Poverty Alleviation Strategies 

Reduction of poverty is a major policy concern for many governments all over the World and such countless programmes and campaigns have been waged against it across the regions. A scrutiny of anti-poverty programmes in developing countries brings about four distinctive phases of strategic evolution. These are: relief and rehabilitation focus approach; community-based approach, integrated area development approach and target group-oriented approach. Various institutions involved in poverty alleviation activities today have also sequentially, traversed these four historical phases of evolution; although many of these are based strictly on their own perception of strategy. Yet poverty continues to be a major impediment to human development and economic progress. Nowhere is this more evident than in the developing world despite considerable advances over the past five decades in social and economic well-being – disease eradication, massive immunization programmes, high-yielding crop, increased adult literacy, improved sanitation and water systems, technological advances for production and communications, quite a large number of people remain desperately poor (Deng, 1995). 

Since independence, Nigerian policy makers have always conceived poverty as by-product of economic stagnation and have therefore continued to emphasize on growth as a mechanism through which the problem of poverty can be alleviated (Aku, 1997). Ekong (1997) divides the causes of policy failure in poverty alleviation into two broad categories: the cause associated with policy design and implementation and the cause associated with policy acceptability. The author identified factors that accentuate policy failure to include: misunderstanding of policies between the people and the policy makers; misplaced priorities and favouritism. For instance, research studies on the impact of Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) in Nigeria prove that the poor did not benefit from it but the programme has succeeded in widening socio-economic problem of income inequality, unequal access to food, shelter, education, health and other necessities of life (World Bank, 1996 and Aku, 1997). 

Okunmadewa (2001) and Ajakaye (2003) observed that most of the poverty alleviation strategies implemented by the various past military governments failed to achieve their envisaged goals, largely due to lack of policy framework and undue political consideration. These weaknesses gave rise to: 

 Overlapping functions, which ultimately led to institutional rivalry and conflicts; 

 Absence of sustainability mechanism in programme project; 

 Lack of complimentary from the beneficiaries; and 

 Ineffective targeting of the poor, leading to high leakage level of the programmes benefits to unintended beneficiaries. 

2.6
ROLES OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION (NGOS) AND COMMUNITY BASED ORGANISATIONS (CBOS) IN POVERTY ALLEVIATION 

Government and international organisations now appreciate the role of NGOs as genuine and effective channels to ensure poverty programme implementation because of their presence, knowledge of the needs and interest of the poor. Chilowa and Gaynor (1992) argued that some NGOs have been increasingly moving away from a project focus development to a problem solving approach. They engage local communities in long-lasting rural development, poverty alleviation and slow rural to urban migration, through income and employment-generating activities, social services, marketing and rural savings system. For instance, consultative survey conducted by Okunmadewa (2001) on poverty alleviation in Nigeria revealed that some NGOs‟ and CBOs‟ programmes reach the poor better than public sector managed programmes, especially, those in remote geographic regions and the less privileged or disadvantaged group. 

Despite NGOs limitations, they are proving to be the source of best-practice for target projects. For illustration, an Indian NGO Myrada, acted as an intermediary between the poor people and commercial banks to create financial capital for poverty alleviation. Also, Mopawi NGO in Honduras, in conjunction with indigenous communities of La Mosquila, relentlessly lobbied an international NGO research bodies and indigenous organisations to raise awareness on the need to improve the lives of the poor by involving government and local communities in decision-making and management (Soyibo et al., 2001). The NGOs and parental involvement in schools establishment and subsidization of teachers recruitment in Pakistan has led to increase in girls‟ enrolment by 33percent in Quetta and 22percent in rural communities. 

2.7
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY AND POVERTY STATUS IN NIGERIA 

The word “development‟ means different things to different people, but it is generally composed of four elements. These are: (i) Political (ii) Economic; (iii) Social and (iv) Cultural (Ariyo, 2006). Political development is measured by the degree of openness of the political system that ensures equal opportunity for every eligible citizen to aspire and be elected into any public office of his/her choice. Social development is characterized by harmonious relations among the populace. It is facilitated through the provision of the right type, quantity and quality of basic needs and social services, such as education and health, and equity in the allocation of services, benefits and obligations. Cultural development is a process whereby a society gradually graduates from the primitive society to a modern society, without loss of its distinct cultural identity. While economic development is measured by the extent to which the nation can satisfy the basic needs of the citizenry. This means that every policy, programme or project is a means to an end, rather than an end in itself (Abumere, 1998; Ariyo, 2006). 

An effort to ensure that these policies, programmes and projects bring about desirable outcome has led to various professional interventions. However, the recognition of inadequacy of total dependence on professional dominant style of intervention has increased the search for alternative approach. Thus an emergence of new perspectives such as: bottom-up development, putting people first and putting the last first (Oni, 2004). Whatever the merits of these new perspectives, they all pronounced a shift in the style of development intervention. Meanwhile, Kusek and Rist (2004) observe that “any development strategies that do not involve the people, the stakeholders can hardly succeed”. Wahab (2000) also argued that no meaningful and sustainable urban development can take place or guaranteed without the full and active participation of the people at the grassroots (the civil society or popular sector). 

On this basis, Ariyo (2006) estimated allocation made to three tiers of government in Nigeria from (1970-2004) to ascertain the effectiveness or otherwise of fund utilization on citizenry. The estimation shows that Nigeria has spent about N19 trillion from its national revenue earnings and about US$460 billion from domestic debt and capital flows for the years under consideration. By considering the magnitude of resource inflow, the author is of the opinion that such fund is sufficient to turn Nigeria into a buoyant and strong economy, in which every citizen should be boasting of appreciable high and sustainable standard of living. In order not to base his assertion on descriptive analysis, the author employed the following indicators: gross domestic product, employment rate, disposable income and consumer‟s price index. The indicators are also evaluated with two universally accepted measures to determine what the nation and her citizenry had benefited from huge resource inflow into provision of facilities aimed at fostering the economic growth such as, agricultural programmes, health sector, nutrition-related, education, transportation, housing, financial sector, etc. First is the World Development Indicator (WDI) that shows relative development performance indicator of nations of interest to other member countries of United Nations. This trend series suggest that Nigeria‟s development performance had been zigzag between 1960 and 1985, and had been on a steady and sharp decline since. Thus, Nigeria‟s performance is likened to war-turn economies having been left far behind by its peers, such as Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, etc. The second indicator is poverty level which is of interest to the international community. It shows that the proportion of Nigerians living below the poverty line has been increasing consistently from about 43 percent in 1985 to 70.8 percent in 2003 whereas federal government official data claimed poverty level not to be more than 54 percent of the population as at 2005. In view of the enormous resource inflows, the author concluded that a typical Nigerian has no business with poverty. Thus the overall picture of the magnitude, utilization and outcome of development financing in Nigeria brought about the paradox of development financing of under-development in Nigeria.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction

This section describes the methodology that was used in the research process. The process involved questionnaire development; sampling technique; questionnaire administration, data collection and data analysis.

3.1
Research Locality

The study was conducted in Oyo State, is an inland state in south-western Nigeria, with its capital at Ibadan. It is bounded in the north by Kwara State, in the east by Osun State, in the south by Ogun State and in the west partly by Ogun State and partly by the Republic of Benin. Oyo State covers approximately an area of 28,454 square kilometers and is ranked 14th by size. The landscape consists of old hard rocks and dome shaped hills, which rise gently from about 500 meters in the southern part and reaching a height of about 1,219 metre above sea level in the northern part. Some principal rivers such as Ogun, Oba, Oyan, Otin, Ofiki, Sasa, Oni, Erinle and Osun River originate in this highland. 

Oyo State contains a number of natural features including the Old Oyo National Park. In this location there was earlier habitat for the endangered African wild dog, Lycaon pictus; however, this canid is thought to have been locally extirpated at the present. 

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of Oyo State. The climate in the state favours the cultivation of crops like maize, yam, cassava, millet, rice, plantains, cocoa, palm produce, cashew etc. There are a number of government farm settlements in Ipapo, Ilora, Eruwa, Ogbomosho, Iresaadu, Ijaiye, Akufo and Lalupon. There is abundance of clay, kaolin and aquamarine. There are also vast cattle ranches at Saki, Fasola and Ibadan, a dairy farm at Monatan in Ibadan and the statewide Oyo State Agricultural Development Programme with headquarters at Saki. A number of international and federal agricultural establishment are located in the state.

The southern parts of the state particularly the lbadan-lbarapa region are covered by the rain forest and derived savannah. Much of Lanlate, Eruwa, lgboora, Akinyele, Oluyole and Lagelu local government areas are covered by the rain forest. The composition is basically the large tall crowned trees, mixed with thick undergrowth. The high annual rainfall and high humidity encourage the growth and sustenance of the tall rich vegetation in this zone. These also encourage perennial tree cultivation including cocoa, kolanut and rubber. The tree species include the Mahogany, Obeche, Sapele and tropical Cedar. The vegetation thins out into the derived semi deciduous forest as one move towards southern Oyo and Afijio local government areas. Here, there is a mixture of tall trees, palm trees and tall grasses in the patchy lands utilized for cultivation. Ogbomoso North, Ogbomoso South, lseyin and Iwajowa local government areas are covered by the Guinea Savannah while the extreme northern parts of the State Saki, Kishi and Irepo local government areas are covered by the Sudan Savannah.
Agriculture was the mainstay of the economy, the climate in the state favours the cultivation of crops like maize, yam, cassava, millet, rice, plantains, cocoa, palm produce, cashew etc. And over 60 percent of the indigenes are farmers others are civil servants and artisans accounting for 40 percent of the total population (Oyo State Government Homepage, 2012).There are a number of government farm settlements in Ipapo, Ilora, Eruwa, Ogbomoso, Iresaadu, Ijaiye, Akufo and Lalupon. There are also vast cattle ranches at Saki, Fasola and the state-wide Oyo State Agricultural Development Programme with headquarters at Saki. Also, quite numbers of international and federal agricultural establishment are located in the state.

The state is grouped into 7 Geo-political zones for political expediency and distribution of political offices. These zones are:

	
	LGAS
	Wards

	i.
Ibadan Urban
	5
	59

	ii.
Ibadan Rural
	6
	65

	iii.
Ibarapa Zone
	3
	30

	iv.
Oyo zone
	4
	40

	v.
Iseyin/Kajola zone
	4
	40

	vi.
Ogbomoso zone
	5
	50

	vii.
Shaki zone
	6
	62


Senatorial districts in Oyo State are:

Oyo North - Oke Ogun/Ogbomosho (13LGAS)

Oyo Central – Oyo/Ibadan Rural (11 LGAS)

Oyo South – Ibadan Urban and Ibarapa (9LGAS)

3.2
Sample size and Sampling Technique

The methodology adopted to collect data for this paper include observation and used of questionnaires. Secondary data were also gathered such as government publications, journals and text books.

Essentially, this study sought to assess the procedures, processes and the effectiveness of institutional frameworks as well as policies adopted in attacking poverty in Nigeria. At first instance, one would think that this implies that all citizens, particularly staff of the agencies charged with poverty reduction strategies, qualify as possible respondents to this study. Although the results of this study were to be generalized, it was not designed that all citizens or all staff of the poverty reduction agencies would participate in the study, given the nature of the topic. The target population was therefore limited to:
Selected management and staff of the existing and defunct poverty reduction agencies in Oyo state.

Selected management staff of the National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) in Oyo State;

Selected beneficiaries of various poverty reduction programmes (past and present); and
Selected staff of the World Bank and UNDP.

From the above target population, simple random sampling technique was used to select samples for the study. This involved consideration of nominal roll of management staff of all the selected agencies as well as list of the beneficiaries. Two hundred and thirty respondents were randomly sampled through the use of table of random numbers, which involved the following sequence: first, the management staff of each of the affected agencies were serially numbered from 01; secondly, since I was using two-digit random table, starting point was arbitrarily picked and the position of the 11th row and second column were pointed; and finally, moving along the row, random numbers 01, 07, 01 etc were chosen. The procedure was repeated until the 230 respondents required were selected. According to Taylor and Dinner (1983), this method ensures adequate selection of a representative sample. This approach facilitated the selection of the following:
Policy Makers;

Implementers/Coordinators; and
Beneficiaries of poverty reduction strategies and related efforts. 

These are people truly capable of providing all the responses required to be able to prove or disprove my hypotheses and/or measure the effectiveness or otherwise of the strategies.

3.4
Instrument for data collection 
The major research instrument used is the questionnaires. This was appropriately moderated. The respondents were administered with the questionnaires to complete, with or without disclosing their identities. The questionnaire was designed to obtain sufficient and relevant information from the respondents. The primary data contained information extracted from the questionnaires in which the respondents were required to give specific answer to a question by ticking in front of an appropriate answer and administered the same on the teachers of the selected schools: The questionnaires contained structured questions which were divided into sections A and B.

Presentation of Data

The data collected and collated in the course of the study, especially those inform of responses from questionnaires, were presented in Tables, using absolute figures and the comparative percentages capable of self explanation and further analyses. The tables were structured in line with the particular items(s) or group of items relevant to the issue being tested or highlighted towards the proving or disproving of the hypotheses. Issues to further confirm findings, reinforce conclusions and assist in the recommendations were also tabulated from the questionnaires responded to accordingly.

3.5
The Chi-Square (X2)

Chi-square, as a method for testing hypotheses, measures the reliability and significance of data to see whether deviations of the actual observations (observed frequency) from the expected is significant so that it may lead to the acceptance or rejection of the null hypothesis. Chi-square may be defined as the sum of the ratio of difference between observed and expected values (Hoel 1974). Its use involves the determination of the observed (actual) and the expected frequencies, the deviation squared, and the summations of the deviations squared divided by the summations of the deviations squared divided by the summations of the expected frequencies thus:

Chi-Square (X2) =   (O-E)2
 


E

Where O = Observed value (frequency); and E = Expected value (frequency)

Therefore Chi-Square test was used to evaluate whether or not the frequencies that have been empirically obtained differ significantly from those which would be expected under a certain set of theoretical assumptions.

3.6
Validation of the research instrument

The questionnaire used as the research instrument was subjected to face its validation. This research instrument (questionnaire) adopted was adequately checked and validated by the supervisor his contributions and corrections were included into the final draft of the research instrument used.

CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSES OF DATA

4.1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter deals with the presentation of the data collated during the course of study. The responses from the questionnaires are analyzed based on percentages and are subjected to a statistical tool to enable the hypotheses to be tested. There are two sections in this chapter: The first section consists of presenting and analyzing data that relate specifically to hypotheses testing, while the second section presents and analyses the rest of the responses.

At the end of this chapter, the major findings of the study were highlighted based on hypothesis testing with the statistics within the specified limits of significance. This, of course, afforded a good basis for discussing the results and drawing inferences and conclusions. The distribution and return of the questionnaires are analyzed in the table below:

TABLE
4.1
DISTRIBUTIONS
AND
COLLECTION
OF QUESTIONNAIRES

	Institutions/ Agencies
	Number

Distribute d
	Number Returned
	Number not Returned
	%
of

Total Returned
	% of Total Unreturned

	Beneficiaries
	144
	89
	55
	38.7
	23.9

	Govt.
	
	
	
	
	

	Agencies
	50
	31
	19
	13.5
	8.3

	Int.
	
	
	
	
	

	Organisations
	
	
	
	
	

	Local NGOs
	20
	12
	8
	5.2
	3.5

	
	16
	10
	6
	4.3
	2.6

	
	230
	142
	88
	61.7
	38.3


Source: Questionnaires distributed and returned.

Table 4.1 shows that out of two hundred and thirty questionnaires distributed, one hundred and forty-two were returned representing about 61.7% of the entire distribution While eighty-eight or about 38.3% were not returned.

4.2
TESTING OF HYPOTHESES

The hypotheses stated earlier in chapter one is tested in this section, using the chi-square (X2) as a statistical tool. A table of frequency is constructed first to enable the computation of the expected frequency.

The hypotheses being tested are:

HO:
Poverty Reduction Strategies in Oyo State have not succeeded in eradicating poverty; 

Hi:
Poverty Reduction Strategies in Oyo State have succeeded in eradicating poverty.

T able 4.2
SUCCESS OF POVERTY ERADICATION STRATEGIES IN REDUCING POVERTY IN NIGERIA

	RESPONSE
	BENEFICIARIES
	GOVT. AGENCIES
	INT. ORGS
	LOCAL NGOs
	TOTAL

	STRONGLY

AGREED
	14
	2
	0
	1
	17

	AGREED
	20
	5
	2
	1
	28

	DISAGREED
	23
	15
	6
	6
	50

	STRONGLY

DISAGREED
	37
	9
	4
	2
	47

	TOTAL
	89
	31
	12
	10
	142


The respondents In their responses on whether poverty reduction strategies in Nigeria have succeeded, 14 and 20 beneficiaries strongly agreed and agreed respectively while 23 and 37 disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Only 2 and 5 respondents from Government Agencies strongly agreed and agreed respectively while 15 and 9 of their colleagues disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. None of the respondents from the International Agencies strongly agreed but only 2 of them agreed. However 6 and 4 respondents from the International Agencies disagreed and strongly disagreed. One respondent apiece strongly agreed and agreed, while 6 and 2 respondents disagreed respectively from the Local NGOs. On the whole, a total of 17 and 28 respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively while 50 and 47 disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively with the above assertion. A total of 45 people strongly agreed and agreed are not even up to half of the 97 respondents that either disagreed or strongly disagreed with the assertion.

TABLE 4.3: COMPUTED EXPECTED FREQUENCIES

	Responses
	Beneficiaries
	Govt. Agencies
	Int. Organisations
	Local NGOS
	Total

	Strongly Agreed
	10.65
	3.71
	1.44
	1.2
	17

	Agreed
	17.55
	6.11
	2.37
	1.97
	28

	Strongly
	31.34
	10.92
	4.23
	3.52
	50

	Disagreed
	29.46
	10.26
	3.97
	3.31
	47

	Total
	89
	31
	12
	10
	142


Source: Compiled from returned Questionnaires

TABLE 4.4: COMPUTATION OF X2
	Organisations
	Response
	O
	E
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)2/E

	Beneficiaries
	Strongly Agreed
	14
	10.65
	3.35
	11.22
	1.05

	
	Agreed
	20
	17.55
	2.45
	6
	0.34

	
	Strongly Disagreed
	23
	31.34
	-8.34
	69.56
	2.22

	
	Disagreed
	32
	29.46
	2.54
	6.45
	0.22

	Govt. Agencies
	Strongly Agreed
	2
	3.71
	1.71
	2.92
	0.79

	
	Agreed
	5
	6.11
	-1.11
	1.23
	0.2

	
	Strongly Disagreed
	15
	10.92
	4.08
	16.65
	1.52

	
	Disagreed
	9
	10.26
	-1.26
	1.59
	0.16

	Int. Organisations
	Strongly Agreed
	0
	1.44
	-1.44
	2.07
	1.44

	
	Agreed
	2
	2.37
	-0.37
	0.14
	0.6

	
	Strongly Disagreed
	6
	4.22
	1.78
	3.17
	0.75

	
	Disagreed
	4
	3.97
	0.03
	0
	0

	Local NGOs
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Strongly Agreed
	1
	1.2
	-0.2
	0.04
	0.03

	
	Agreed
	1
	1.97
	-0.97
	0.94
	0.48

	
	Strongly Disagreed
	6
	3.52
	2.48
	6.15
	1.75

	Total
	
	142
	
	0
	
	12.07

	
	Disagreed
	2
	3.31
	-1.31
	1.72
	0.52


Source: Computed from tables 4.2 and 4.3

Formula for Degree of freedom
(R-1)(C-1) Where:

	R

C
	=

=
	Row

Column

	Thus
	=
	(4-1) (4-1)


=
3 x 3

=
9

Level of Significance is at 5%
Thus: The value of x2 from the table (refer to appendix C) at degree of freedom 9 on a 5% level of significance is 14.68.

DECISION RULE

If the calculated x2 is less than x2 critical (i.e. value of x2 from the table), accept the null hypothesis and reject the alternative hypothesis.

DECISION

Since from my computation, x2 is 12.07, which is less than the x2 critical 14.68, I therefore accept the null hypothesis, which states “Poverty Reduction Strategies in Nigeria have not succeeded in reducing poverty.” 

4.3
ANALYSES OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS

This section compiles some responses relating to research questions formulated for the research.

Q1: WHAT ARE THE CORE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OYO STATE GOVERNMENT ON POVERTY ALLEVIATION
Table
4.5 CORE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OYO STATE GOVERNMENT ON POVERTY ALLEVIATION
	Responsibilities
	Govt.

Agencies
	International

Organisations
	Local

NGOs
	Total
	%of

Respondents

	A. Provision
of Micro-Credit
	22
	13
	7
	42
	48

	B. Healthcare Delivery
	8
	3
	3
	14
	16

	C. Training and Skills Development
	7
	2
	3
	12
	14

	D. Capacity Building
	5
	3
	2
	10
	11

	E. Basic Infrastructure
	5
	2
	1
	8
	9

	F. Resource Development
	1
	1
	0
	2
	2

	Total
	48
	24
	16
	88
	100


Table 4.5 above reveals that 42 respondents or about 48% identified provision of micro credit as the Governments core responsibilities, while 14 respondents or about 16% of the respondents chose healthcare delivery as their core responsibilities. Training for skills acquisition in the productive sector was chosen by about 14% of the respondents as their core responsibilities; 10 respondents or about 11% of respondents identified capacity building as their core responsibilities. Provision of basic infrastructure and resource development through promotion of improved technology were listed by about 9% and 2%of the respondents respectively as their core responsibilities.

Table 4.6 AREAS WHERE GOVERNMENT HAS SHOWN CAPACITY AND COMPETENCE

	Activity
	Govt. Agencies
	International Organisations
	Local NGOs
	Total
	%
of

Respondents

	A. Provision of Micro-Credit
	12
	5
	4
	21
	40

	B. Healthcare Delivery
	4
	2
	2
	8
	15

	C. Training and Skills Development
	3
	1
	2
	6
	11

	D. Capacity Building
	5
	2
	1
	8
	15

	E. Basic Infrastructure
	6
	1
	1
	8
	15

	F. Resource Development
	1
	1
	0
	2
	4

	Total
	31
	12
	10
	53
	100


Table 4.6 shows that 21 respondents or about 40% of the respondents listed provision of micro credits as the area the Government has greater capacity and competence. 8 respondents or about 15% of the respondents singled out healthcare delivery as the area the Oyo state Government have greater capacity and competence. Training for skills acquisition in the productive sector and capacity building were identified by 6 and 8 respondents respectively as their area of greater capacity and competence. While 8 respondents or about 15% listed provision of basic infrastructure as their area of greater capacity or competence. Resource development through promotion of improved technology was identified by 2 respondents or about 4% of respondents as the area they have greater capacity and competence.

Table 4.7 PERFORMANCE OF OYO STATE GOVERNMENTS POVERTY ALLEVIATION PROGRAMS

	Responses
	Govt. Agencies
	International Organisations
	Local NGOs
	Total
	%
of

Respondents

	Very Effective
	10
	2
	4
	16
	30

	Effective
	17
	5
	3
	25
	47

	Ineffective
	3
	4
	2
	9
	17

	Very Ineffective
	1
	1
	1
	3
	6

	Total
	31
	12
	10
	53
	100


Table 4.7 above reveals that 16 respondents or about 30% of respondents and 25 respondents or about 47% of the respondents stated that the poverty alleviation program of the state Government is very effective and effective respectively in reducing poverty. While 9 respondents or about 17% and 3 respondents or about 6% of the respondents indicated that the poverty alleviation program of the state Government is ineffective and very ineffective respectively in reducing poverty.

Q2: IS THERE SUFFICIENCY OF FUNDS TO IMPLEMENT POVERTY REDUCTION PROGRAMMES IN OYO STATE

Table 4.8 SUFFICIENCY OF FUND TO IMPLEMENT POVERTY REDUCTION PROGRAMMES IN OYO STATE

	Responses
	Govt. Agencies
	International

Organisations
	Local NGOs
	Total
	%
of

Respondents

	Strongly

Agreed
	4
	3
	2
	9
	17

	Agreed
	9
	2
	2
	13
	25

	Disagreed
	5
	3
	4
	12
	22

	Strongly Disagreed
	13
	4
	2
	19
	36

	Total
	31
	12
	10
	53
	100


In their responses as to whether sufficient fund is available to implement poverty reduction programmes of their agencies, only 9 respondents representing 17% of respondents from Government Agencies, International Organisations and Local NGOs strongly agreed while 13 others or 25% agreed. 12 respondents representing 22% disagreed while 19 respondents or 36% of respondents strongly disagreed with the assertion.

Table 4.9 ADEQUACIES OF BUDGETARY PROVISIONS FOR POVERTY REDUCTION EFFORTS

	Responses
	Govt. Agencies
	International Organisations
	Local NGOs
	Total
	%
of

Respondents

	Strongly Agreed
	10
	2
	4
	16
	30

	Agreed
	17
	5
	3
	25
	47

	Disagreed
	3
	4
	2
	9
	17

	Strongly Disagreed
	1
	1
	1
	3
	6

	Total
	31
	12
	10
	53
	100


Of those who answered in the affirmative that adequate budgetary provisions are not made for poverty reduction programmes of their organisations, 16 respondents or 30% strongly agreed while 25 respondents representing 47% of total respondents agreed. Some other 9 respondents or 17% believed otherwise. On the extreme end are those who strongly disagreed. They are just 3 respondents, who are only 6% of respondents.

Q3: WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS CONFRONTING POVERTY REDUCTION ACTIVITIES IN OYO STATE

Table 4.10; PROBLEMS CONFRONTING POVERTY REDUCTION ACTIVITIES IN OYO STATE

	Responses
	Beneficiaries
	Govt. Agencies
	International Organisations
	Local NGOs
	Total
	%
of

Respondents

	Inadequate Funding
	22
	14
	1
	2
	39
	28

	Unwieldy scope
	3
	2
	1
	0
	6
	4

	Policy inconsistency
	8
	2
	2
	2
	14
	10

	Ineffective targeting of the poor
	17
	3
	2
	2
	24
	17

	Lack of complementarities
	7
	3
	1
	0
	11
	8

	Ineffective coordination
	11
	2
	1
	2
	16
	11

	Inadequate consultation with all stakeholders
	9
	3
	1
	0
	13
	9

	Mismanagement and financial indiscipline
	12
	2
	3
	2
	19
	13

	Total
	89
	31
	12
	10
	142
	100


In ranking of problems confronting poverty reduction activities in order of severity in Nigeria, Table 4.20 shows that Inadequate funding, Ineffective targeting of the poor and Mismanagement and financial indiscipline were listed first, second and third with 39, 24 and 19 respondents representing about 28%, 17% and 13% of the respondents respectively. Ineffective coordination, Policy inconsistency, Inadequate consultation with stakeholders with 16, 14 and 13 respondents were fourth, fifth and sixth representing about 11%, 10% and 9% of respondents respectively.

Table 4.11 SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS

	Responses
	Beneficiaries
	Govt. Agencies
	International Organisations
	Local NGOs
	Total
	%
of

Respondents

	Adequate Funding
	31
	14
	2
	2
	49
	34

	Sustainable Policies
	8
	3
	2
	2
	15
	11

	Adequate and effective targeting of the Poor
	17
	4
	3
	2
	26
	18

	Adequate and effective Coordination
	12
	3
	1
	2
	18
	13

	Wider consultation with the stakeholders
	9
	4
	1
	1
	15
	11

	Stable macroeconomic policies
	12
	3
	3
	1
	19
	13

	Total
	89
	31
	12
	10
	142
	100


In their attempts to suggest ways of ameliorating the problems in their earlier responses, respondents listed that Adequate funding, Adequate and effective targeting of the poor and stable macroeconomic policies were first, second and third 49, 26, and 19 respondents respectively, representing about 34%, 18% and 13% of the respondents respectively so Listed. Adequate and effective coordination, Sustainable policies and Wider consultation with the stakeholders were listed as fourth, fifth and sixth by 18, 15 and 15 respondents representing about 12%, 11% and 11% of the respondents respectively.

4.4 DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS

Poverty Reduction Strategies

The findings reveal that poverty reduction strategies currently adopted in Oyo include:

Provision of micro credits

Healthcare delivery;

Capacity building;

Provision of basic infrastructure such as water, electricity, rural roads, etc.

Training citizens for skills acquisition in the productive sector;

Resource development through promotion of improved production technology;

Provision of agricultural supports such as seedlings, fertilizers, etc.

Education in form of mass literacy, Adult and non-formal Education, Nomadic Education, etc.,

Mass transit;

River Basins – provision of irrigation and other related items; and

Land provision and preparation through the NALDA, etc.

Micro-credit is the core responsibility of Oyo state Government in the alleviation of poverty as about 48% of the respondents surveyed identified it as such. It was also identified as an area in which most poverty reduction agencies claim to have greater capacity and competence. This is buttressed by the fact that about 39% of the respondents surveyed indicated so. If we relate this finding to the fact that about 60% of the beneficiaries surveyed identified micro credits financing as the nature of assistance received, then there appears to be some consistency.

Funding

Sufficient fund is not available to poverty reduction agencies to implement their programmes as the findings reveal that insufficient funding was listed as the severest problem by about 28% of respondents.

If we relate this finding to the fact that about 59% collectively strongly agreed or agreed while 41% collectively disagreed or strongly disagreed that sufficient care has been taken to avoid duplication of efforts and to build complementarities across the agencies, there tends to be some consistency. It was further revealed that such insufficient funding is even aggravated by duplication of efforts. In effect, funds available were spread too thin amongst the agencies and programmes.

Effectiveness of Poverty Reduction Agencies
The poverty reduction programs of the Oyo state Government is effective in reducing poverty in Nigeria, considering the fact that about 77% of the respondents surveyed scored the agencies high. There appears to be some inconsistency in the above assertion especially when related to the fact that in 5.2 above it has been established that the strategies are not multi-dimensional in approach. Poverty reduction programmes of the federal government are not strictly directed at the poor as about 58% of the survey agreed to the statement. This is inconsistent with the responses on effectiveness of the programmes. The inconsistency of this finding is better understood if considered along with the preceding paragraph. Furthermore, if we relate the findings to the fact that about 66% agreed that the absence of Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) would make effective poverty reduction difficult in Nigeria, it becomes glaring that there seems to be some inconsistency in this respect. It should not be far-fetched that the inconsistencies could be traced to the human factor inherent in the respondents to the questions. As officials of these agencies, they could be protecting their positions and indirectly protecting and defending their Agencies’ actions or lack of it. Their inability to see that their responses in other sections could explain their insincerity was enough for this disclosure as is shown in the issue of Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) which essentially emphasizes targeting, complementarity and effectiveness.

Problems

Many problems were listed as confronting both organizations and beneficiaries in achieving the objective of poverty reduction in Oyo State. There seems to be consistency in identifying funding as the severest of all the problems as about 28% of respondents surveyed stated so. Other problems listed in descending order of severity include:

ineffective targeting of the poor;

mismanagement and financial indiscipline;

lack of adequate and effective coordination;

policy inconsistency;

lack of wider consultation with the stakeholders; and

lack of stable macroeconomic policies, etc.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Effective of poverty alleviation in Oyo State is a daunting task that seems to be a mirage. No issue in Nigeria has occupied so much a prominent position in national discuss as the issue of poverty and its ‘alleviation’, ‘eradication’ or more appropriately reduction. For effective and adequate study of the problem, hypotheses were formulated on the effectiveness of poverty reduction strategies. The research findings clearly portray the following:

There is high incidence of poverty in Nigeria;

The target objective of poverty reduction strategies “to eradicate poverty” is an ambitious one that may remain unattainable;

The following strategies for reducing poverty in Nigeria were identified in the course of the study:

Micro credits;

Provision of Infrastructure;

Agricultural Production;

Capacity Building;

Healthcare delivery;

Training of citizens for skills acquisition in the productive sector;

Resource
development
through
promotion
of
improved production technology; etc.

The following causes of poverty in Nigeria were identified:

Inadequate access to employment opportunities occasioned by stunted growth of economic activities;

Corruption;

Inadequate access to assistance by those who are the victims of transitory poverty such as drought, floods, pests and war;

Debt burden;

Inadequate funding of existing poverty reduction programmes;

Inappropriate understanding of poverty;

Policy inconsistency and poor governance;

Unwieldy scope of the poverty reduction programmes;

Inadequate consultation with all Stakeholders; and

Lack
of complementariness between and among poverty reduction agencies.

5.2
CONCLUSIONS

Most government activities are poverty reduction based. For instance, each Ministry has elements of poverty reduction embedded in their programmes/projects. Therefore, if these government ministries are empowered and are well focused, there may not have been any need to establish any special agency for poverty reduction.

Poverty has various dimensions such as lack of adequate food and shelter, education and health, vulnerability to ill health, natural disasters and economic dislocation as well as lack of voice in matters concerning them.

Until the adequate understanding of all the multi-dimensional nature of poverty is put into place and brought into play, all strategies may end up addressing only one dimension or, at best, some dimensions of poverty.

To be able to effectively achieve the objective of reducing poverty to a considerable low level, efforts or strategies formulated and directed towards poverty reduction need to be holistic in nature. Poverty issues cannot effectively be addressed in isolation of social norms, values, and customary practices at different levels of the family, community, state, region or nation. The poverty reduction institutions of the government should be seen as an integral part of agencies responsible for the realization of good governance and provision of basic social amenities, especially enhancing security and providing means of cushioning vulnerability of the citizens to external and mostly uncontrollable events such as violence, economic shocks, natural disasters, etc. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the reviews, surveys conducted and findings drawn from it, suggestions made by respondents and review panels, above conclusions and the need to move Oyo State forward in its poverty reduction efforts, the following recommendations are put forward:

Government and its agencies should develop a multi-dimensional approach to poverty reduction strategies and implement along that line; 

Poverty reduction programmes should be given its pride of place through adequate budgeting and prompt release of funds to them;

Efforts should be made to effectively target the poor in all considerations and at all levels of articulation, implementation, monitoring and review of the poverty reduction strategies;

The government’s anti-corruption efforts should be stepped up and seriously upheld in dealing with matters concerning poverty reduction programmes/agencies and even beneficiaries;

A stable macro-economic policy formulation and honest implementation should be a sine qua-non to government for effective poverty reduction efforts;

A complete re-orientation package in the form of campaigns, publicity, talks and seminars should be embarked upon in order to change the attitudinal disposition of the poor towards government programmes, employment and empowerment drives, etc.
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APPENDIX A
AGENCIES QUESTIONNAIRE

INSTRUCTIONS

Please you are requested to tick (v) in the appropriate box that contains the option you consider appropriate.

Which of the
following areas of activity is Oyo’s State core responsibility?
Provision of Micro-Credit to the poor
( )

Health Care Delivery
( )

Training and Skills acquisition in the productive sector in particular and in all vocations in general
( )

Capacity Building
( )

Provision of basic infrastructure (water, electricity, rural roads, etc)
( )

Resource Development through promotion of improved production Technology ( )

Others (please specify)

In which area of activity would you rate the Oyo State government as having greater capacity and competence?

Provision of Micro-Credit to the poor
( )

Health Care Delivery
(
)

Training and Skills acquisition in the productive sector in particular and in all vocations in general
( )

Capacity Building
( )

Provision of basic infrastructure (water, electricity, rural roads, etc)
( )

Resource Development through promotion of improved production Technology
( )

Others (please specify)

How would you rate the performance of Oyo State government in eradicating poverty?

Very Effective ( ) Effective ( ) Ineffective ( ) Very Ineffective ( )

Are there established and acceptable targets by the Oyo State government poverty reduction strategies?

Yes ( )
No
( )

If your answer to question No. 2 above is yes, have these targets been achieved?

Yes ( )
No
( )

Sufficient fund is available to implement the poverty reduction programmes of Oyo State.

Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed ( ) Disagreed (
) Strongly Disagreed ( )

Adequate budgetary provisions are not made for poverty reduction programmes of Oyo State.

Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed ( ) Disagreed (
) Strongly Disagreed (
)

The release of budgetary allocation for Oyo’s State is very irregular and untimely.
Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed ( ) Disagreed (
) Strongly Disagreed (
)

Poverty reduction policies in Oyo’s State have not been consistent over the years and across the institutions. Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed (
) Disagreed (
) Strongly Disagreed ( )

Poverty Reduction Strategies in Oyo State have
been successful in reducing poverty.

Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed ( ) Disagreed (
) Strongly Disagreed (
)

Kindly list, in order of severity, the problems confronting Oyo State in achieving her objectives.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In your own opinion, state the ways of ameliorating the problems enumerated in your response to question No. 9 above.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What is your sex?

Male
( )
Female
( )

What is your highest educational qualification? 

Tertiary (Polytechnic, University, etc)
(
) 

Secondary School ( ) Primary School ( )
Arabic School ( )

Others (please specify) ( )
None
( )
Job Title: …………………………………………………………………………………………

Name of your organization: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

APPENDIX B
BENEFICIARIES QUESTIONNAIRE

Have you benefited from any Oyo State poverty alleviation programme?
Yes ( )
No ( )

In what year was the assistance rendered to you? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What is the nature of the assistance rendered to you by the Oyo State Government?

Micro Credit Financing
( )

Rural Development
( )

Skill Acquisition
(
)

Self-Employment
(
)

Education
(
)

Agriculture Support Programme
(
)

Capacity Building
(
)

Others (please specify)

The assistance has been effective in reducing your level of poverty.

Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed ( ) Disagreed ( ) Strongly Disagreed ( )

Are you satisfied with the activities of the poverty reduction programmes in Oyo State?
Yes ( )
No ( )

If your answer to question No. 5 above is “No”, which areas of operation are you not satisfied with?

Policy formulation
( )

Implementation
( )

Coordination
( )

Monitoring
( )

Level of assistance
( )

Others (please specify)

Are there broadly agreed strategies for reducing poverty in Nigeria?

Yes ( ) No ( )

Are there established and acceptable targets by Oyo State Government in implementing the national poverty reduction strategies?

Yes ( )
No
( )

Were demands of gratification of any kind made by any officials of the Oyo State Government before or after granting you the assistance?

Yes ( )
No ( )

Poverty reduction policies in Oyo State have not been consistent over the years and across the institutions.
Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed (
) Disagreed ( ) Strongly Disagreed ( )

Poverty Reduction Strategies in Oyo State Government have been successful in reducing poverty.

Strongly Agreed ( ) Agreed ( ) Disagreed ( ) Strongly Disagreed ( )

Kindly list, in order of severity, the problems you have encountered in accessing poverty reduction activities.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

In your own opinion, state the ways of ameliorating the problems enumerated in your response to question No. 6 above.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

PART 2

Kindly indicate appropriately the impact of different categories of poverty reduction institutions on the indices or indicators listed by ranking them in the order of impact using the following keys:

5 for greatest positive impact, followed by 4,3, 2,1 and 0 in that order.

	Indices
	Govt. Ministries/ Agencies
	Inter- National Orgs.
	Local NGOs
	Associa- tions/ Social

Groups
	Philantro- pists
	Family

	Micro-

Credit
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Education
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Skill

Acquisition
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Healthcare
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Self-

Employment
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Housing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Environmental
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Protection
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agricultural

Support Programme
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity

Building
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rural

Development
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Others (please

specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	


What is your highest educational qualification?

First School Leaving Certificate
(
)

Secondary School Certificate
(
)

Post Secondary Certificate
(
)

Higher Education Certificate
( )

What is your sex?

Male
(
)
Female
(
)



