THE PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF OIL PALM PRODUCTION: A CASE STUDY OF NIFOR EDO STATE

ABSTRACT

This study examined the problems and prospects of oil palm cultivation using Nifor as a case study. In the process of the research questionnaires were administered to farmers and workers, so as to enable the researcher collect the required data which were selected and analyzed using simple percentage. The findings of the study revealed that problems facing oil palm production include lack of adequate land space, inadequate storage facilities which result in low production of oil palm, inadequate finance etc while those of its prospect include that the cultivation of oil palm is an inevitable means of shifting the nation’s dependence on oil sectors as the main stay of the nations economy, a means of encouraging rural agriculture since southern Nigeria with particular reference to Nifor is fertile for oil palm production and as a means of discouraging urban drift. Recommendations were given thereby encouraging the setting up of  small scale industries in the rural areas were oil palm is produced as a means of reducing unemployment and encouraging rural development. 
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
The oil palm originated in tropical West Africa where it is found growing in any areas the centres of production of oil palms stretches from Senegal, through Dahondy and Nigeria to Congo and Angola(Yusuf,2014). Nigeria is one of the worlds loading producer of palm oil and palm kernels palm produce was the main commodity which attracted the early European traders to west African those traders save the oil rivers to the Nigeria delta area where they traded the use of oil palm and it products are many the leaves are used for making brooms and for roofing materials the back and the front is paled and weaving into baskets,(Rosillo, 2009) the main trunk can be split and used as supporting frames in buildings a sap tapped from the female flower is drunk as palm wine a rich source of year red palm oil can be extra from the fibrous layers of the nuts of the fruit bunch this is locally used in the manufacture of candles, margarine, and soap a clear oil from the kernels is used for making pomades palm kernel meats is used as a menial food the empty fruit bunch, the shell and fortress which remain after oil extraction are used as fondle many plantation of oil palm have been establish in west African, but most palm produced is obtained from palms growing wild(Chandran,2006).

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
Edo state is one of the major oil producing area in Nigeria recently some other ones have sprang up and Edo state is noted as the largest producers of palm oil and kernels in Nigeria yet there is storage of palm oil and kernels in Nigeria not to talk of export the yield of palm kernels for export which used to add to the nations revenue as falling(Chandran,2006). It is therefore they concerned of these study to identify the reasons of problems responsible for the falling level of oil palm producing in the area of study and also to render useful subjections.

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of the study are

1. To identify and examine the problems of oil palm production in Edo state.

2. To find out solutions to some of those problem.

3. To make recommendation for improve or better oil palm production in Edo state.

1.4 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study is focused on the oil palm production problems and prospects in Edo state specifically Nigeria institute for oil palm research in Benin city for the purpose of the research, oil palm production will be among small scale farms will be used as a case study in the light of the above information gathering will be limited to communities in NIFOR.

1.5 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY
The importance of oil production to the society cannot be over emphasized therefore this research work is designed to find out the problem facing the improvement of oil palm production, problem and prospect in NIFOR (Edo state).

1. It is hoped that the results of the research will be of use in the improvement of oil palm production.

2. Besides, the study will help agricultural policy planners in the under standing of the problems of oil palm production and how to solve them.
1.6 HYPOTHESIS
The hypothesis of this study are formulated are

1. Inadequate storage facilities result in low cultivation of oil palm in Nigeria

2. Attack by pest and disease lead to decline in oil production.
3. Inadequate land space affect the production of oil palm farmers who produce oil palm are called with the problems of advise from the extension workers.
1.7 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
There is the need to print out that there are some limitations which hinder the generalization of the findings of the study one of such limitations in the small sample size which was deliberately chosen because of the time factor and resource constraints.

      Another reason was sea out some areas of Edo state could not be covered due to the level of land of some local governments another problem was that the researcher was faced with the problem of finance. The present economic situation of the nation has resulted in the sharp increase in the prince of goods and devices needed to support the research survey and is subjected to the resources available to researcher.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF OIL PALM
Oil palm elates guineas is indigenous to West Africa. The centre of production stretches from Senegal through dehorner (republic of Benin) Nigeria to Zaire and Angola it is from here it stretches or spread to other parts of the world this can be found in the evidence of Portuguese explorers who visited the west coast of Africa from 1434 on wards and who mentioned the existence of oil palms in west Africa to other parts of the world. Peverera in an account of his voyage of 1506-+508 mentions palm groves north’s of and on island of the cost of Liberia and of trade in palm oil near the facades rivers in Nigeria.

    Chandran, (2006) said that fossil evidence has only recently come to light sewage found on oil palm remains in the upper craterous layer in eastern Nigeria but two people had even reported fossil evidence from Miocene and younger layer in the Niger delta as being similar to polder of the oil palm as it grows today, and that bush pollen is found throughout these layers with strong evidence that the oil palm, has been maintaining existence in west Africa from early time. The oil palm now spread from 160 norths Senegal to 15 souths Angola in Nigeria the oil palm is found growing around to as oil protectorate because of the abundance of oil palm growing in the area. By 1848, oil palm was introduced to the new world and by 1910, it was introduced to the far cast(Olayide  ,2006).

  Plantations refers to a large scale combination of agricultural and industrial enterprises that is both labour intensive and capital intensive-plantation is a domesticated forest, specialized and controlled to produce industrial new materials therefore, oil palm plantations can be referred that is both labour and capital intensive. Historically oil palm plantations were set up to produce for exports. These crops that are gowned and process for is the palm oil and palm kernel, however, oil palm plantations system was not a popular system.

    In Nigeria, the export produce were grown by peasant formers as their small holdings Olayide  (2006) claimed that the main basis or economic growth in Nigeria in the colored area (1960-1960) was the production of a number of export cash crops by small scale Nigeria farmers.

The use of ownership of plantation of land was restricted to Nigeria by the policy of the British and this resulted in the establishment of very few plantations in Nigeria before the 1990’s in 1951, a new constitutions permitted regional government in Nigeria to alienate land and establish development co-operation in 1954, the federal producer marketing boards were replaced by regional marketing boards and this helped to decentralize economic powers to the regions(Wiebe,2011).

IMPORTANCE OF OIL PALM IN NIGERIA
The oil palm tree is one of the few wild trees that is of great economic and social value to Nigeria.  Emphasizing the significance of oil palm trees, Wiebe (2011) showed that in the forest a land of the south, it is leapt rise are used in building, the leaves in thatching the fibers in promenading as percentage of total domestic averaged 82% between 1979 and 1983. between the beginning of the first and beginning of the second world wars (1914-1939) it averaged 50 6% as show in table below from 1939, the percentage contribution by palm products relative to the value or total domestic export average 34.1% by 22% respectively.

The eastern Nigeria census office report (1984) indicated that during the British industrial revolution, there was high demand for vegetable oil and seeds as industrial raw materials and that the stimulated export trade in Nigeria palm, products work increasing used as input in the manufacture of such products as soap, cooking fab, candle and lubricating greased in addition palm. Oil, export product remained the major export crop before the oil boom.

Problems Facing The Oil Palm Production
The oil palm production is contributed with numerous problem many writer have expressed these problems in different ways Zepeda (2001) enumerated the following problem.

1) Probles In Productions: 

in Oyo state for example mixod farming (cocoa and oil palm is being practices. There is cocoa planting scheme currently being financed by the world this is done to displace the oil palm.

2) Financial Constrants: 

Every sector of agricultural production is suffering fuveriolialy this is very serious with regards to oil palm production. The problem of marketing has been a major constraint of the producers of the oil palm. This situation left farmers wondering if to neglect oil palm productions there is also the problem of lack of through losses in qualities as palm oil and kernels.

3) Physical Factors: 

Zepeda, (2001) noted that soil and climate factors favourable for large scale oil palm production in Nigeria are limited to a relatively small fraction of the land are of the country where as spread to the whole country

4) Social Factors: 

there has been a dealing attitude of Nigeria towards the oil palm as industry when Nigeria was the leading exported of palm oil the attitude of Nigeria was very different from when the cost that position about the mid sixties. The young man migrated to urban areas to seek clerical jobs leaving the aged (who cannot climb) in the rural area to harvest the oil palm trees 

5) Lack Of Government Assistance: 

Coelli, (2005) observed that it was expensive to transport the fruit from the farms to the ills because of the distance and bad roads. Also, the price paid to the farms for their palm produce as cover the farmer host of production poor transport facilities is a major handicap, towards expanded effect of oil palm production the transport network and the main roads are in poor conditions. Transports facilities are essential to facilitates the distributions of palm oil to the market centres

6) Disease And Pest: 

Griliches, (2001) identified three diseases which constitute a great problem to the oil palm industry these are.

1) Anthracnose: 

Anthracnose attacks seedlings in the pre-nursery, especially if they are planted closely. Diseased plant have brown or black blotches at the margin or centre of their works.

2) Blast: 

Blast is a serious disease of oil palm seedling in the nursery leaves of affected plants become dull the greenish-yellow than duck brown and brittle, affected plants dies very quickly

3) Freckle: 

freckle is a fungus disease which can occur in the pre-nursery, numbers seedling NIFOR (1983 volume 111) showed that among the major problems facing oil palm industry in Nigeria is the effect or pest. The major pest that causes damages to oil palm or weevil, leaf minus the shay carter Gellar all those listed pest greatly affects the palm tree plantation

4) Land Tenure System: 

Land tenure system is one of the main factors hindering the oil palm industry fragmentation of land makes the establishment of oil palm plantation difficult.

5) Poor Technology: 

Lack of efficient harvesting technique and production process hinder edequate production of palm in the country for example oil palm farmers are still using the system of climbing the tree crude method of processing also reduce the quality and quantity of oil produced the primitive method of processing oil from dug out wools makes it difficult for farmers to produce the best quality and quantity produced in very low and needs a drastic improvements(Ludena, 2010) .

Solutions To The Problem Facing The Production Of Oil Palm Plantation In Nigeria

Copeland,(2001) said that there is no problem without solution and that the nature of the problem of production has in the cultivation oil palm schema financed by the government intensification of current agricultural programme but with emphasis on influencing the majority of present farmer’s Lang aging in oil palm production(Ball,2015) .

    Copeland ,(1938) explained that the government should step importing oil and passive programme with the objectives of solving the problem of agricultural products mostly oil and that there should be a special oil palm development bank mainly connected with the development and financing oil palm progress and plantation(Davidova,2010). The Nigeria institute for oil palm research (NIFOR) observed that if adequate insecticides in used regularly, the pest would be eliminated or drastically reduced and that government should try to subsidize the prices of insecticides and fertilizers to enable private farmers currently engaged in the venture to buy at will( Cao, 2007).

     Different writers such as Comin,(2006) and Parham ,(2011) have also suggested some solution. Ibitoye, (2011) said that there should be improvement in the arrangement for procreant and timely distributions of farm inputs.

   Ibitoye,(2011) also said that the government should make the small scale farmers who engaged in palm oil production the centre place of increasing production rather those government agencies.

     Darby, (2014) also stated that strengthen the oxsonation service in the states, by the federal government will increase the productivity of oil palm in their areas where oil palm production is taken place. He also suggested that there should be developments of appropriate and viable innovation in technology to replace the crude method of oil production by local farmers. Government should embark on public enlightenment more vigorously than before. The above work shows the conditions necessary for oil palm were also mentioned it is the concern of this project to investigate these and other problems as they affect oil palm in Edo state the regions were able to tax farmers through marketing boards and the profits were used to finance regional developments co-operations through this method the oil plantation were encouraged(Sanusi,2006).

Despite government encouragement in this regards these were some limitation various studies of the operations of government oil palm plantations in the western state of Nigeria reveal that the was great slope for improvement this was because in the past, feasibility(Latruffe, 2010).

Total Factor Productivity 

Total Factor Productivity (TFP) is the ratio of total outputs to total inputs used in production [Ludena,2010]. The origin of TFP is not clear, but [Ball,2015] attributes the first mention of the output per unit input index to [Cao,2007], followed by [Davidova,2010]. It is useful for performance measurement across firms and within firm overtime. [Parham ,2011] explains that TFP is the portion of output not explained by the amount of input used in production, it plays useful role on economic fluctuations, economic growth and cross-country per capita income differences. Long-run growth in income per capita in any economy is mostly driven by growth in total factor productivity.Factors that enhance TFP growth are Research and Development (R&D)/innovation, abundance of skilled labour, (R&D) subsidies, and increases in the size of markets. It measures technical change, efficiency and effectiveness with which both labour and capital resources are used to produce output. In other words, growth in TFP means making judicious and effective use of the available labour and capital resources. It is the ratio of output to capital, labour and other inputs used in production. It can be measured in physical terms e.g., number of cars produced per employee, in monetary terms e.g., thousands of dollars of output per hour worked, or an index e.g., output per unit of labour. However, inputs are defined in terms of: Z labour e.g., number of employees or hours of work and Z capital e.g., buildings, machinery and equipment, etc. Labour productivity is the ratio of output to the input of labour, it is measured as the amount of output produced per hour worked, while land productivity is the ratio of output to size of land used in production. Multi factor productivity (MFP) is the ratio of output to the combined input of labour and capital. Economists sometimes use the term “Multi factor Productivity” (MFP) interchangeably with TFP but in terms of measurement, there is a difference between the two terms. The term TFP suggests that all inputs (labour, capital and intermediate inputs such as raw materials, energy, etc.,) are taken into account in its computation that is, the denominator of the TFP ratio includes all inputs, while MFP does not give such connotation. However, the distinction between MFP and TFP is usually made only by those concerned with measurement, and the term TFP continues to be used more widely [Darby,2014].
2.2
Theoretical Framework
Theory of Production 

Production is the transformation of factor inputs such as land, labour, capital, water resources, and management, through the farm-firm or producing unit to other goods and services called output. Its objectives are for profit maximization, output maximization, cost minimization or the maximization of satisfaction. The theory of production presents the theoretical and empirical framework that facilitates the application of alternatives methods so that any one or a combination of the firm’s objectives can be attained [Yusuf,2014]. In production, the relationship between inputs and output could be either of one factor-one product, two factors-one product, one factor-two products and many factors-many products but the focus of this study is on many factors-one product, fresh fruit bunches.
CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

This chapter is discussed under the following sub-heading:

· Research methodology Population of the study 

· Sample size

· Sample techniques

· Instrumentations

· Methods of delta collection

· Methods of data analysis

3.1
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Nachmias and Nachmias (1981) research methodology refers to the logical model of proof that allows the research to drown inference concerning relationship among the variables under investigation. The purpose of this study is to find out the problems and prospects of oil palm production a case study of NIFOR Edo state

3.2
POPULATIONS OF THE STUDY
The population of the study consists of farmers and oil palm workers in NIFOR the concern of this study are those farmers that have oil because of one problem or the others the sample for the study was chosen for this population

3.3
SAMPLE SIZE
The research covers farmers and oil palm workers in Edo State Specifically those in NIFOR in Edo State

3.4
SAMPLE TECHNIQUES
The random technique was adopted for the study to get the sample size. In the first please some farmers were randomly picked for investigation. The next step was randomly picking of another set of farmers for investigation. At the end, 100 people (workers) farmers were chosen as respondents.

3.5
INSTRUMENMTATION
 The research instruments used were question area and interview. The questionnaires were administered to the farmers/workers it contains ten question designed for the farmers or workers questions included were those aimed at getting out the problems facing oil palm production
3.6
METODS OF DATA COLLECTION
  The instruments used for data collection in this study are the questionnaires and Oral interview. The questionnaires were administered to the respondent farmers by the investigator. In this way, a lot of data from text books, past project work and other relevant material.
3.7
METHODS OF DATA ANALYSIS
 Subsequent upon the distribution, filling and collection of questionnaires, the investigator used percentage in analyzing the response. To this end, the response were filled and cumulated into a frequented distribution table. Therefore, percentages were determined.

CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATIONS AND DATA ANALYSIS
This chapter is devoted to the analysis of results obtained from the data collected from some oil palm workers and farmers in NIFOR. The operations were administered through Oral interview. One hundred and twenty-farmers or workers were used the result were presented according to the various hypothesis for proper under standing.

4.1 HYPOTHESIS 1

  Attacks by pest and diseases lead to decline in oil palm production.

TABLE 4.1 Effects of pest and diseases on oil palm production

	S/N
	QUESTIONS
	YES
	%
	No
	%

	1
	Do pest and diseases effect oil palm production
	90
	75
	30
	25

	2
	Are pest and diseases the only factor resulting in declination of oil palm
	20
	16.7
	100
	83.3

	3
	Do insecticides and pesticides help to protect oil palm from pest and diseases?
	95
	79
	25
	21




Looking at table 4-1 question 1, 90 respondents representing 75% admitted that pest and diseases affect oil palm cultivation, in the sense that pest and diseases reduces the field and quality of oil palm while 30 respondents representing 25% disagreed that pest and diseases does not affect oil palm production due to the fact that some oil palm crops are diseases and pest resistant.

   From table 4.1 question 2, 20 respondents representing 16.7% agreed that pest and diseases are the only factor affecting oil palm production because the other factors such as (1) and government assistance and capital have already been taken care of while 100 respondent representing 83.3% disagreed that pest and disease are not the only factors affecting oil palm production because there are other factors like government assistance provision of capital etc which are some of the greatest problem of oil palm cultivation.

      From table 4.1 question 3, 95 respondents representing 79% agreed that insecticides and pesticides help to protect oil palm from pest and disease attack because when the insecticides are applied on the oil palm plant while 25 respondents 21% disagreed that pesticides and insecticides does not protect oil palm from pest diseases attack, because when the insecticides are applied on the oil palm plants, not all the diseases are completely destroyed there by leaving some that will destroy the plants.

4.2 HYPOTHESIS 2

Inadequate storage facilities result in low production of oil palm production in Nigeria a case study of NIFOR

TABLE (4) 2

	S/N
	QUESTIONS
	YES
	%
	No
	%

	1
	Does the provision of storage facility encourages farmers to produce more oil palm
	110
	90
	10
	8

	2
	Has storage any effect on oil palm productions.
	42
	35
	79
	65

	3
	Can oil palm be used in others without being stored
	87
	72.5
	38
	37.5



	4
	Does lack of storage facility result in low production of oil palm products
	88
	73
	32
	27  


Looking at table 4.2 question 1, 110 representing 92% are of the view that, storage facilities encourages farmers to produce more because when there are facilities for storing oil palm seed or kernel, the farmers will be willing to produce more while 10 respondents representing 8% disagreed that provision of storage facilities do not encourage farmers to produce more because when other factors like good working materials capital are not produced, it will be difficult for the farmer to produce oil palm to be stored.

In table 4.2 question 2, 42 respondents representing 35% agreed that storage has adverse effect on oil palm because they meet the farmer desire when stored and that without storage, the farmers will not have oil palm seed or kernel, to plant in the resist planting season while 78 respondents representing 65% disagreed that inadequate storage facilities does not result in low productivity because before modern method of storage came into being the traditional methods were being used by the farmers and it was found very useful 

4.3 QUESTION3, 

87 respondents representing 72. 5% agreed that oil palm can be used in other forms without being stored, because it could be consume locally as quickly as possible and exported to other countries of the world. While 38 respondents representing 27.5% disagreed that oil palm cannot be used in other form without being stored due to the fact that the better are of oil palm is got from when stored.

Looking at table 4.2 question 4, 88 respondents representing 73% agreed that lack of storage facilities result in low production of oil palm because the excerpt are easily affected by pest and diseases if it is not stored. While 32 respondents representing 27% disagreed that it does not result in low production of oil palm because oil palm can perform numerous fountains even when it is not stored like making of banga soup or cooking of rice by man.
4,3
HYPOTHESIS 3  


Lack of finance as the major constraint has affected the opil palm production. 

Table 4.3: 

	S/N
	QUESTIONS
	YES
	%
	No
	%

	1
	Are farmers faced with finance problem 
	94
	78
	26
	22

	2
	Are farmers able to obtain capital from banks 
	31
	26
	89
	74

	3
	Can government play any role in the financing of oil palm production
	97
	81
	33
	19



Looking at table 4.3 question 1, 94 respondents representing 78% agreed that farmers are faced with the problems of inadequacy of capital due to the fact that for a farmer to be able to establish oil palm plantation, it requires large among of capital which is beyond the reach of most farmers. While 26 respondents representing 22% disagreed that the problem of finance on the part of farmers in establishing oil palm production industries have been subdue by most farmers by putting their resources together and re-investing their profit made.


From table 4.3 question 2, 31 respondents representing 26% agreed that farmers are able to obtain capital from banks by providing necessary collateral securities, while 89 respondents representing 74% disagreed that oil palm farmers workers arte unable to obtain loan from banks because of their low level of education and inadequate collateral securities required by the banks. 


From table 4.3 question 3, 97 respondents which represent 81% agreed that, government has a role to play on the production of oil palm because it is the government that control all aspects of a country’s economy both economic, social, political etc.  While 23 respondents representing 19% disagreed that the government does not play any role in the production of oil palm. That the production of oil palm product is the sole responsibility of the producers.

4.4 HYPOTHESIS 4   

Farmers who produce oil palm products are faced with the problem of advise from the extension workers.    

Table 4.4

	S/N
	QUESTIONS
	YES
	%
	No
	%

	1
	Can availability of information from extension workers affect the cultivation of oil palm 
	80
	67
	40
	23

	2
	Can farmers product better yield due to advise from extension workers 
	91
	76
	29
	24

	3
	Are farmers faced with the problems of lack of advise from the extension workers 
	112
	93
	8
	7



From table 4.4 question 1 80 respondents representing 67% agreed that non availability of information from extension workers can affect the production of oil palm products because, if the farmers are not aware of the new pest and diseases that invade oil palm and information about new provided varieties of oil palm seed for planting, they might find it difficult to parent the diseases while 40 respondents representing 23% disagreed that non availability of information cannot affect the cultivation of oil palm because all information to be provided about the control and prevention of pest and disease are already known by the farmers   


From table 4.4 question 2, 91 respondents representing 76% agreed that farmers can produce better yield with the advise of the  extension workers, because the useful information from extension workers like control of pest and diseases will help the farmers to produce improved product. While 29 respondents representing 24% disagreed that without the advise of the extension workers the farmers can produce better yield because the farmers have their old technique of farming oil palm plantation. 


From table 4.4 question 3, 112 respondents representing 93% of the total respondents agreed that the lack of advise from extension workers is one of the problems facing farmers cultivating oil palm, in the sense that most farmers cannot purchase all the necessary materials like farm coupled implements which will enable tem to produce oil palm in large quantity on the other hand, 8 respondents representing 7% disagreed that farmers are faced with such problems of extension workers visiting them, telling them what to do towards the enhancement of oil palm production.

4.5 HYPOTHESIS 5

Inadequate land space hinders the production of oil palm

	S/N
	QUESTIONS
	YES
	%
	No
	%

	1
	Are farmers able to become enough land space for oil palm production
	24
	20
	96
	80

	2
	Is the government able to provide enough land space to farmers?
	27
	225
	93
	775


From table 4.5 question 1, 24 respondents representing 20% agreed that the farmers are able to secure enough land space for oil palm production as a result of inherent once of land while 96 respondents representing 80% disagreed that farmers find’s it very cumber some to obtain land space needed for the production of oil palm because of the land tenure system that is usually practices in Edo state.

From table 4.5 question 2,27 respondents representing 22.5% agreed that the government have been able to provide enough land space. While 93 respondents representing 77. 5% disagreed that the government have also find it difficult. To provide large land space to farmers because the policies undertaking by government to lose out government reserve land to oil palm farmers are not always meant.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS


This study was carried out to identify some of the problems facing oil palm production in Edo State most especially NIFOR. The study reveals that some of the major problems affecting oil palms production in the area of study includes, finance which is the major constraint that has affected the oil palm production lack of labour is one of the major problem affecting oil palm plantation, lack of sizeable land to establish oil palm plantation, diseases and communication are also some of the major constraint facing oil palm production, other modern problems affecting oil palm production are 

Low production of the oil palm seedlings lack of chemicals and pesticides and lack of incentive and subsidy by the government to oil palm producers or farmers.

If these problems are solved, they will encourage increased production of palm product, not only in the area of study in the area of study but also in the country as a whole. This will increase the standard of living of the people and the country’s foreign reserve as a source of income to both the individual and government. Despite the importance of oil palm there are many problems confronting oil palm production in Edo state NIFOR specially such problems include. Inadequate finance of the part of the cultivation and storage of labour to do the operations, other problems are shortage of sizeable land to establish oil palm production plantation, problem of pest and diseases inadequate rainfall, lack of chemicals and plastic ides and lack of good road and communication, all these problems hinders efficient production and can be overcome production, if these are adopted it will boast the future prospect of oil palm production in the country.

5.2 RECOMMENDATION
   Since this project is aimed at improving oil palm production In Edo state notably NIFOR, the researcher considered the following recommend necessary.

1 The government both federal and state should assist farmers in providing funs in order to increase the production of oil palm

2 The government should also encourage the production of oil palm in the state by financing research efforts or state by financing research efforts or projects.

3 The government should help to provide chemicals and pesticides at cheaper rate to farmers to control pest and diseases destroying oil palm by selling there will be increase in the oil palm production.

4 The government should help to provide machinery to the peasant farmers in the state at a cheaper rate as they cannot do all operations by human effects.

5 Subsides are financial aide in the form of lump sums or as regular allowances paid by the government to meet part of the cost of commodities. In oil palm productive they could be used for purchasing planting materials and distribution to farmers to encourage production.

6 The government should also help in maintaining good roads and communication system in the area of study. This is to make movement of materials and product easy.

7 Government should educate the public on the need to have interest in oil palm production.

8 The government should also provide irrigation system so that there will be sufficient supply of water to palm trees in the dry season.

9 The land use law of the government should be made effective in Edo state as a means of providing adequate and suitable land for oil palm

10 Setting up of small scale industries that will use oil palm products as its raw materials should be encourage.

11 Large scale oil palm plantation should be encouraged as a means of making palm oil alternatives source of income for the county.
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QUESTIONAIRE
This questionnaire is not a test it is only for an academic purpose designed to find out the problem and prospects of oil palm cultivation in Edo State. Please answer the questions carefully by ticking against option chosen out of the available alternatives.

SECTION A

Sex: Male ( ) Female ( )

Age: below 20 ( ) 21-30 ( ) 31-40 ( ) 

Occupation farmer ( ) worker ( ) 

SECTION B

1 Do pest and diseases affect oil palm production yes ( ) No ( )

2 Are pest and disease the only factor resulting in the declination of oil palm production yes ( ) No ( ) 

3 Do insecticides and pesticides help to protect oil palm from pest and disease yes ( ) No ( )

4 Does lack of storage facility result in low production of oil palm yes ( ) No ( ) 

5 Has storage any affect on oil palm product yes ( ) No ( )

6 Can oil palm be used in other form without being stored yes ( ) No ( )

7 Does the provision of storage facility encourage farmers to produce more oil palm yes ( ) No ( )

8 Are farmers faced with the problem of finance? Yes ( ) No ( )

9 Can government play any role in the production of oil palm yes ( ) No ( )

10 Can non-availability of information from extension workers affect the production of oil palm yes ( ) no ( ) 

11 Can farmers produce improved oil palm products if condoled by extension workers yes ( ) No ( )

12 Are the farmers able to secure enough and space for palm production ye ( ) No ( )

13 Is the government able to provide the farmers with enough land space for the production of oil palm plantation yes ( ) No ( ) 
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