THE PROBLEMS AND PROSPECT OF TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN SECONDARY SCHOOL














TITLE PAGE
Certification 
Dedication 
Acknowledgement 
Table of Content List of Tables 
ABSTRACT 
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of the study 
1.2 Statement of the problem 
1.3 Objective of the study 
1.4 Research Questions 
1.5 Significance of the study
1.6 Scope of the study 
1.7Limitation of the study
1.8Definition of terms 
CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Literature Review
CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
3.1 Research Design 
3.2 Sources of data collection  
3.3 Population of the study 
3.4 Sample and sampling procedure
3.5 Instrument for data collection 
3.6 Validation of the research instrument
3.7	Method of data analysis 
3.8	Validity and Reliability of the study 
3.9	Ethical Consideration
CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 
4.1	Data Presentation 
4.2	Answering Research Questions 
CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
5.0 Summary 
5.1 Conclusion 
5.2 Recommendation 
References  
Appendix



[bookmark: _GoBack]ABSTRACT
The objective of this research work was to find out the problems and prospects of teaching English Language in Secondary Schools in Enugu South Local Government Area of Enugu State. This research work as an investigation to find data for this study, a total of two hundred (200) respondents were selected from a population of one thousand people. After carrying out the research, the research found that the teaching and learning of English Language in Secondary Schools in Enugu South has a lot of problems which include Lack of qualified English teachers in those schools, Lack of language laboratories in the schools, Inadequate use of teaching materials and, Lack of conducive environment for learning, Lack of incentive and lack instructional material or teaching resources etc. These entire problems affect the teaching and learning of English Language in Secondary Schools sin those schools in Enugu South.


 CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the study
English is one of the major languages out of about 5000 estimated languages spoken in the world.  About 200 years ago, English was simply the language of less than 15million peoples. Today, however, English is used by more than 300million people and second only to Chinese as regards the number of people using a particular language.  Oga R.O (2007), ascertained that English Language is one of the most influential and fast growing languages spoken across the globe. One fifth of the earth’s land surface use English either as native tongue or official language. Of the entire World’s Languages English is the most widely studies language, especially in areas where it is not native.  Today, English is used in several countries in the American continent including the United States of America and Canada, New Zealand, Republic of South Africa, Australia, Nigeria and Ghana, including other countries in the West African, Sub continent.  Though English was actually the language of colonization in these countries like India they have since remained the official languages in most of the colonized territories. In other countries including Japan and China according to Udemba S.C (2007), English Language is usually taught as the chief foreign language. Equally, about half of the world’s scientific and technical journals, as well as newspapers, are printed in English.  During the cold war the former Soviet Union used English in their propaganda broadcasts across the developing countries in Africa and Asia.  The spread of English is further enhanced through the establishment of British Council and United States information service by the British and U.S governments respectively with centers and libraries in various countries including Nigeria. All these factors have therefore made it easy for anyone who understands and speaks English, and moves around major cities in the world to communicate effectively with one another. According to Anibueze (2007), English Language is a lingua franca. As a lingua franca, it is the language for unification.  It is highly established so that the people of varied language will have purposes to relate together maturely and work in union.  For example, Hausa man may comfortably stay and effectively speak with a Yoruba man or an Igbo man, advice versa. The English Language has remained a very important tool for socialization and bureaucracy activities in Nigeria, since the days of colonialism.  Then, English was taught to their native servants just to equip them for domestic functions. It was only natural that emphasis was laid on spoken English only and not either on written English or both of them.  However, with the emergence of a new class of people, with time, the civil servants, and their new roles in the colonial administration, the teaching and learning of the language took another forms: Written English become prominent.  Edward W.T. (2003) ascertained that this was very important as Nigeria which is a British began to interact with other British Colonies and citizens in Africa. Today English is the language for the international community, According to Ezugu (1995), the English Language is the most widely spoken language in the world.  It is used as either a primary or secondary language in many countries.  It is the Language of education administration, law, World trade, International diplomacy as well as that of pop culture. It is therefore worthwhile acquiring mastery of this very important language for whoever does not, has deprived him of access to the world’s brightest of idea and modern technologies. In Nigeria today English remains the language of pedagogy, students can hardly make commendable progress in their studies without adequate mastery of English, through which most of the courses in primary, secondary and tertiary institutions are taught and examined. This calls for a system that would be both rudimentary and functional in its approach.  This is important for according to Umaru (2005) as a student learn a new language, very often he does not know how to express what he wants to say in writing. Since the student uses a foreign language as a medium of communication, he has to start from the scratch to learn the rudiments of the language.  It is natural then that this is the junction where the various problems arising from the teaching and learning of the language meet the need to do so properly. Language Teaching, according to Oluikpe (2003) the basic criteria for assessing students’ proficiency in writing and speak are generally control of the basic grammatical categories such as punctuation, tense, number, gender etc. Language Teaching in Nigeria had fraught with deficiencies.  The major reason for these deficiencies is our English teachers who are not well-trained only but are also non professionals.  And even if they are some what trained, their training is not up to work.  A situation where a teacher of language has no mastery of it grammatical categories, as we see today, does not mean well for the system.  Also writing on these problems facing language teaching, Regneret al (2001) ascertained that “many good teachers are adoptive rather than rigid in their approach to teaching children and only loosely base on their instruction on a given method. Language is the official medium of communication to humans.  It is one of the things that differentiate man from animals.  Signs and symbols have no International understanding and may be difficult to understand. Picture, painting and sculptures cannot be read by all.  This makes language superior to all of them because it is easily understood and generally used.  According to Ozohili Oby (2007) language literally means the “tongue” a human organ used in speaking.  According to Ozohili (2007), traditionally, language is defined as a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by which thoughts are communicated from one being to another. Language Learning: Human beings have the ability to learn and to understand and think about things.  He has the capacity to gain and use knowledge.  He can as well explore situations, collect information, plan and execute the plans.  Man’s high intelligence has also enabled him to evolve a level of linguistic communication by which life can be regulated.  Theodore M.C, (2001) stated that language learning requires thoroughly time, patience and practice. It cannot be done solely in school with the large class but requires few minutes’ daily practice for individual students. Therefore, pupils and students should be encouraged to practice this language in their leisure time inorder to master the language as required.
Methodology: The methodology here refers to the method by which the teachers presents his/her materials to the learners and engages them in the task at hand. Methodology is very vital in every teaching-learning situation. For according to Robert .M., (2003) for effective teaching and learning to take place, the skillful teacher needs to use the many different methods and techniques at his command. Even though there is a great diversity in teaching methods and techniques, there is no one of them that can be regarded as the best for every teaching situation. This is however assumed that a carefully designed teaching method can work wonders in making learning more effective.
 The Teaching Materials: The teaching materials involves the dominance of textbooks, dictionaries, chalkboards, workbooks, (which are rarely used) and posters in the teaching of English Language in Secondary Schools in Enugu South Local Government Area of Enugu State has been counter – productive. Modern media such as audio and video tapes, language laboratories, programmed texts, flash cards, computers, magazines and newspapers are not in use.  These findings agree with those of kolawole (1998) who found that the teaching of English Language is bedeviled with many problems such as inadequate of adequate and useful resources.
1.2 Statement Of The Problem
The English Language is our cultural window into the world of heterogeneous culture and traditions.  It is a gate of all higher intellectual pursuit.  It is our medium of instruction in schools from the kindergarten to university level. Therefore, students at the secondary school levels are expected to communicate effectively in writing using the English Language.
 It is however regrettable that the teaching of this important tool of both effective education and national/international socialization at secondary schools in Enugu South Local Government Area of Enugu State, just like in other secondary schools in Nigeria had been suffering some defects and neglects alike. Lack of qualified teacher equipped to groom the students seems to be the major problems in the schools – Text books are constantly changed thereby causing disjointed teaching method. Other instructional materials are also not available.  Language Laboratory to aid the acquisition and master of English Sounds is a strange story to both the teachers and students in this area.  Above all, mother tongue interference poses a debilitating danger to the prospect of good English acquisition in those secondary schools. Since the students first acquired their mother tongue before learning the English Language this leads to grammatical errors in time of their performance as these vernacular patterns are different from English patterns.
1.3 Objective Of The Study
The major aim of this study is to determine the problems facing the teaching and learning of the English Language in the Secondary Schools in Enugu South Local Government Area and possible prospects to that specifically, the study indented to:
(i)   Identify and classify these problems
(ii)  Determine the magnitude of these problems
(iii)  Make recommendation for more language.
(iv) To ascertain the problems of teaching English language in secondary school
1.4 Research Question
The following research questions have been formulated to guide the study:
(a) Do Secondary School teachers use instructional resources frequently in teaching the English Language?
(b)  Do the English Language teaches use appropriate methods in teaching English Language frequently?
(c) Do Secondary School students in Enugu South Local Government Area learn English Language in environment conducive to learning?
(d) Do you think that the existing condition can be improved upon?
1.5 Significance Of The Study
Any academic research embarked upon must be aimed towards achieving a particular goal which will be significant to the society. Based on this, the findings of this study will provide us with the basic information on the nature and causes of these problems, which will be of a great importance to teach the students in Enugu South educational zone.  Therefore, they will go a long way in improving teachers teaching method and students standard in both written and spoken English, so as to enhance good performance of the students in examinations.  It will help teachers to know the areas in which these problems occur mostly and frequently and then improve their teaching strategies. The findings of the study will help authors and textbook publishers to know the areas to stress the subject.


1.6 Scope And Limitation Of The Study
The study covered the following: the problems of teaching English Language, the methods and techniques of teaching English in Secondary Schools, an examination of problems encountered by teachers in their classes. In consequence with the topic of this project this is “problems and prospects of teaching English Language in Secondary Schools in Enugu South Local Government Area of Enugu State”.  The researcher has no intention to study other Schools outside the given Local Government Area.  Efforts made in the past improving these problems will not receive attention for treatment here since the existence of the problems prove them ineffective. Again, the major focus would be on problems encountered by teachers in teaching the course. Consequently, students’ experiences would be treated referentially, while teachers become the main guinea pig.
1.7 Definition Of Terms
The following words and phrases which form the foundation for this study are hereby explained for the effective comprehension of this research work:
(i) Problems and prospects: Problems, for the purpose of this study refers to those situations whose presence affects the smooth teaching of English in Secondary Schools in Enugu South Local Government Area. Prospects also refer to situations that could facilitate the process.
(i) Language Teaching and Learning: With reference to English Language, this means the whole activities that surround the process of acquiring English as second language by students in Enugu South Local Government Area.
1.8 Organization Of The Study
This research work is organized in five chapters, for easy understanding, as follows 
Chapter one is concern with the introduction, which consist of the (overview, of the study), historical background, statement of problem, objectives of the study, research hypotheses, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of terms and historical background of the study. Chapter two highlights the theoretical framework on which the study is based, thus the review of related literature. Chapter three deals on the research design and methodology adopted in the study. Chapter four concentrate on the data collection and analysis and presentation of finding.  Chapter five gives summary, conclusion, and recommendations made of the study   
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.0 Introduction
Problems simply mean factors affecting the teaching of English, or factors militating the teaching of English. It could also, be define as factor hindering or disturbed the teaching of English. Prospects mean future optimistic of teaching profession especially the teaching of English language in Secondary Schools. If we compared and juxtapose the two words “Problems and prospects” we could simply deduced that, we are going to discuss in this project the problems that arises in the teaching of English language, on the part of teachers who is to teach, and learner’s students who are to receive instructions from instructors. The problems does not limits to these two people alone. It could cut across the role of the government societies, parents, non-governmental organization communities, and other international bodies like UNESCO, National University Commission (NUC), publics and private schools, sandwich progammes and other societies affiliated to education. In the case of prospects for teaching profession, it is highly optimistic that if some measures are taken into considerations, there is a great prospect for teaching profession in the areas of English language and other subjects. In the first instance let’s discuss factors responsible for the problems of teaching of English language in schools either private or publics in Ife Central local government of Osun State. A state without education is a novice society, a society that is stagnant not ready to move forward in term of development, science and research. It is estimated in UNESCO research that countries that has enough resources like oil, and other mineral resources could not develop in the areas of human resources management and personnel development, because attention and orientation will be shifted from educating the children, in the country to mining of these natural resources to give immediate money as IGR to the country. That is why most oil producing countries does not have enough or adequate man power and human resources management. That reminds me of one of the factor that affects the teaching of English in our societies. As we all know that English is a lingua Franca the language of communication in ministries and parastatals, we need to take the teaching of English to be more effective and efficient in our secondary schools be it public and private. In addition since English language is use to teach other subjects in the school either science, commercial. Arts and technology we need to make it effective in secondary schools. Our orientation in Nigerian societies has been shifted from learning to grabbing of National Cake, The idea of getting rich quick syndrome, couples with negative attitude to reading culture in our societies due value orientation to join politics and make money quickly has cause havoc in the effective teaching and learning of English in our societies. Charity begins at home. An average Briton often starts teaching his child how to speak good English at an early stage. English language should start at the elementary schools. I mean, from pre-nursery, primary gradually to secondary schools. The inability of pupils to learn how to speak English at an early stage will affect them in secondary and tertiary schools. I think it is better to start from bottom to the top and not from top to bottom analysis. Since the foundation is poor, at an early stage, most of our students find it difficult to speak good English when they get to secondary schools. No wonder you see a graduate of other disciplines find it difficult to communicate effectively in English. It has even come to a stage that, when you see professors in other disciplines apart from English speak a jaw breaking grammar that have concord disagreement. We should know that English is an official language in Nigeria, and whatever you want to do you have to communicate in English. As a result of this you cannot escape English language throughout your lives in your career of choice. If you want to study engineering, lawyer, medicine, accounting and other subjects in the university English language is compulsory as a prerequisite for entering with the university. English and the use of English is compulsory in Jamb for all candidates seeking admission into the universities. That is why it is compulsory for English language learning seriously serious at the beginning of one education. Most of the problems that affect the teaching of English arises from the fact our government, could not train adequate English experts to be teaching English in most of our secondary schools. Imagine a teacher of history teaching English. It is a belief that teachers of arts subjects like History, Government, CRS, Yoruba, and French should be able to teach English effectively. This is an erroneous notion since most of these people do not know the structure of English, the syntactic, phonetic phonological aspect of pronouncing English currently. Research has shown that Ghanaian people are good in pronunciation of oral English than any other countries in West Africa including Nigeria. May be English teachers are scarce so says one Professor in one of the Nigerian Universities. That is why students fail in English. The question arises who is responsible for the employment of teachers. We have enough graduates of English roaming about the street of Nigeria without being employed. Our government could be blamed on one area, which I think they are faulty. Like one anonymous professor who put the apportion blame of mass failure of English, on planes of parents and children in schools coupled with the economic status of parents often determined their success in academics are equally right. Some parents if not many does not value education. They want the government to do everything for them. They equally believe that everything in education is free, which is not. Parents believed that feeding of children in schools is free. Textbooks are free, buying biro and common exercise books are also free. This is not, if at all education is free and the government of the state says no principal should collect a single kobo from students, we need to know that parents have certain areas where they have to subsidize for their children. A child without food cannot concentrate with his studies. Some parents are poor, to take care of their children. Some live below the poverty live with (GDP) to be extremely low. Imagine a student saying she is sponsoring herself when the parent is still living. This is a terrible situation which needs to be corrected. Statistic has shown that, children from broken homes hardly concentrated with their studies in school. This is because there is nobody to gear her up to read. There is no reading culture in our society any longer. People are looking for a short cut to make it in life. Yet education is the only legacy you can give to your children. A child without education will sell all your properties after your demise. Most of the English books in the library are now obsolete. The price of books is now skyrocketing to an extent that students could not afford to buy them in the book shops. Government should find means of subsidizing some English textbooks for students. A student without adequate textbook will find his brain to be openly blank like tabular Rasa. It is when the teacher impact knowledge on it that they can get something to fill the brain. Teachers salary is poor, to feed the family. Some teachers are yet to receive the N18,000 minimum pay as stipulated by the government in their respective states. How do you expect them to teach effectively when there is nothing in the stomach? There is no incentive for teachers, unlike in private company. That is why most of our children nowadays are not ready to take up teaching as Professors. It is high time the government and other nongovernmental organizations dabble into the problem of teachers and remunerate them to be commensurate with their jobs, and not to have sympathy them that the reward of teacher is in heaven. Teachers should be given their rewards on earth now. We need to employ good teachers of English to be teaching English as a round peg in a round hole, and not to employ other disciplines to be teaching English statistic has even shown that some graduate teachers of English could not master their work very well. All English teachers are suppose to know all aspects of English; be in the English lexis and structure, summary and comprehension, essays and letters, reading culture and so on. The government should organize workshops for teachers of English at all times, so as to make them effective in their job especially by using training on the job and off the job. The constant worship will allow them to be recent with different technique of teaching English in secondary schools. Some teachers even find it difficult to write lesson notes, scheme of work for each term, diaries of subject on weekly basis. This is a terrible situation. Some school of thought even argued that in the next ten years we could not get teachers of English in our secondary schools again. The hypothesis may be true to some extent and not true, since we cannot eradicate our faculty of education, we will still continue to have teachers of English in our secondary schools. Research have shown that some student teachers of English sent on teaching practice to teach could not speak correct English talk less of impacting good knowledge of English to students they are teaching. This is a sorry sight. These students’ teachers were future of tomorrow. Now they are nothing to write home about. Some even argued that these students’ teachers do impact wrong things into the brain of students. What a shame. The issue of NYSC corpers posted to secondary schools to teach English is supposes to create good impact but rather it is not. Some corpers who graduated in drama, mass communication, linguistics, language arts without knowledge of English are selected to teach English in some of our secondary schools. This is a sorry sight. May be because there are no teachers of English that is why they believe that most of these courses are related to English and they should be able to teach English in secondary schools. We should be able to put a round peg in a round hole at all times. Most of our secondary schools have no library, language laboratories, reading Clubs, Press. The literary and debating societies are not functioning. Those teachers to partake in literary to and debating activities were highly depressed because they were not given minimum wage of N18, 000 by governors of their states. 
Precisely, the chapter will be considered in two sub-headings:
· Conceptual Framework
· Chapter Summary
[bookmark: _Toc43312040]2.1	Conceptual Framework
Problems Of Teaching English Studies
At the junior secondary school level the subject is known as English Studies, which is a combination of English and literature. Previously, in the 1960s and early 1980s, English Language was taught from class one to class five as a separate subject from literature. During this period too, literature from class one to class five was taught as a separate subject with specific periods allocated to it in the time table which resulted in elaborate and effective teaching and learning of both English Language and literature in English by the students. The students were able to read and communicate fluently in English because of the knowledge and skills acquired through reading of literature. In support of the teaching of literature as a separate subject in junior secondary level Okolie (2007:143) states that literature has contributed immensely and most profitably to the education and development in Nigeria, through the expressions of Africans world and lives in the writing of various nationals in Africa. It also helps the Africans to unfold themselves, analyse their dreams and aspirations, implement, their visions and project their image and personality. Therefore to teach literature as a separate subject from English will enhance the expression of African cultural values, focus and visions which the students must inculcate at an early stage in their educational programme so as to appreciate the society that they live. With the integration of English Language with literature as one subject and tagged English studies at the junior secondary level, it does not provide the teachers with proper opportunities to teach literature exhaustively, as most teachers are interested in teaching English language, using all the available periods for English studies. What can be deduced from this aspect is that literature and English language are two broad subject areas as such both cannot be combined for effective performance if the lessons are to benefit the students. Undoubtedly, lack of serious study of literature affect students' communicative competence because they have not been exposed to varieties of styles in language usages, vocabularies and expressions which is only possible through the study of literature as a separate subject from English Language. Okolie (2007, 150) further postulates that reading of African novels gives one opportunity to slip imaginatively into circumstances and conditions of life beyond one's immediate milieu. Writing or reading a novel implies widening of the imaginative capability of the reader, the writer and the audience. Literature also increases the mobility of the individuals mind by widening his experience and imaginative capacity to enter into new situations. According to Jenkwe (2007: 165) literature is a fictive exploration of human experience both as educative and morally edifying field of knowledge. This assertion qualifies literature as a major field of study that should be given province in the junior secondary school. Another major challenge facing the teaching of English studies at the junior secondary school level is lack of a single standard text book that comprises both literature and English as what we have in integrated science which is a combination of physics, chemistry biology. This lack of texts in English studies hinders the teaching of literature while promoting the teaching of English Language because only English language tests books are available. Teachers prefer the teaching of English language while neglecting the literature aspect to the detriment of the students. The teachers also concentrate in the teaching of grammatical rules which encouraging the students to read prose and drama literature texts for the mastering of communicative competence from stories and actions in literature books. Grammar is defined by Hornby (1981: 28) as the study of the forms, rules and usage of words in sentence. Therefore teaching English language alone cannot take the place of literature aspect in the junior secondary level, since literature entails cultures and traditions of human societies and their relationships with people and other natural things in their societies 
The Role Of English Language As a Global Language Of Communication
English language was introduced into Nigeria from the time the English traders, missionaries and administrators came into different part of Nigeria from 1842 Eka (2000). In Badagry the missionaries established schools even before the amalgamation of the Northern and Southern protectorates in 1914 to form the country Nigeria. Right from that time up till this present day, Nigeria places English Language above all 515 local languages of the ethnic groups in the country according to Urua (2004). English Language is the only Official Language of communication in government, educational institutions, commerce, industries, politics, social interactions, law, judiciary, economics and many other issues. The role of English as a global language of communication is measured in the context of its geographical spread round the world from Europe, America, Asia, Australia, and Africa to Oceania. Crystal (1987) stated that English Language ranks at the first among the top 20 languages in the world which is used and adopted as official language in many countries. It is also the language spoken as the first language by many technologically advanced countries in the world. English Language no doubt, is an effective mechanism for technological acquisition, growth and productivity to Nigeria. Even though Fafunwa (1975) postulated that people appreciate, study and learn better if they are taught in their indigenous languages, but Essien (2003:2) succinctly stated that "even the most ardent nationalist would not deny his children full access to English" for the simple reason that it is the dominant language in Nigeria and the whole world. Although English is a second language in Nigeria, it is a basic tool for national growth and productivity because it enhances the acquisition of knowledge, transcends various ethnic and linguistic barriers, professions, economic, political and social spheres. The knowledge obtained from formal education in Nigeria is through English Language, so there cannot be any national growth or productivity without proper teaching and learning of English Language. For instance, no student gains admission to read any course at the University in Nigeria without a credit pass in English Language. This therefore underscores the importance of the language to our educational system. English Language as a global language is quite developed and standardized over the years to accommodate new technological development. The modern Information Communication System (ICS) like computers, internet and multimedia systems make use of English Language extensively. Even though other developed nations like Russia, France, Germany, China and Italy make use of their local languages in the development of their computers and other technologies, they still rely on English as the basis of their communication of technological development. That is why they equally study English Language to fall in line with the global language. Hudson (1980) explained that for a language to be developed it should be standardized with orthography, literary works, reference books, used as language of instruction in schools, media and education. As can be observed globally, English Language has all the basic requirements as a developed as well as international language.   
Challenges Facing The Lecturers 
Teachers Inadequacy To Teach Effectively
Most English language teachers have problems teaching the language at the tertiary institutions. Among the areas of difficulties by teachers in the teaching of English is the teaching of Concord-Agreement of subject and verb. Teachers hardly teach this area. Conversely, students find it difficult to understand this aspect of English grammar. Again, most teachers do not teach ways or approaches to tackling Comprehension passages to the students. They do not go beyond reading the passages in class and answering the questions that follow. Professor Ayo Banjo in a foreword written to David Williams (99) “English Language Teaching: An Integrated Approach” stresses the importance of approaching the problem of proficiency in English from the lower level of educational system. In the forward he states that: Given the understandable importance of English language at all levels of the education system, it is important to ensure returns which are commensurate with the vast amount of time and resources spent on the teaching of the subject. It is generally agreed that the problems lie with the foundations at the primary levels, and a great deal of energy has been expended in recent times on various forms of remedial programmes, even up to the university level
Difficulty of the English Language  
The teaching of English as a course poses many challenges to the language teachers. English is a second language (L2) in Nigeria and has its own features or characteristics which make its learning and teaching very uneasy. Second language is a technical representation of the functional position of that language rather than its position in sequential order of acquisition (Onuigbo & Eyisi (79). The problems include interference which comes as a result of language contact or Mother Tongue interference. This problem is made very clear in phonology, vocabulary, syntax and semantics. This is one of the reasons why students who do not have English language as a major course tend to develop lukewarm attitude towards it. 
Lack of Textbooks
There are not enough textbooks to be used in the teaching of English language. Where the textbooks are available, they are out-dating. Most lecturers depend on lecture notes to impart knowledge. The students’ lecture notes are full of spellings and grammatical errors which are indicative of the poor language background of the students. Ayodele (84).
Lack of Basic Teaching Needs
Our Institutions lack basic teaching needs like large classrooms to accommodate the great number of students who do Use of English as a basic GS course in the Universities. In situations where these large classrooms exist, there may not be microphones to help the teachers to reach out to the teeming population of students. What happen are that only the few people who are in the front seat benefit from what the teacher is saying. The rest just gist with friends till the lecture is over. In most cases, the numbers of students that stand by the windows to the classroom far outnumber the students who are inside the classroom. The end result is that the objectives of teaching the use of English to first year students are not achieved. Again, there are no language laboratories in most Universities. The time also allotted to the teaching of the Use of English is hardly enough for the language teacher and the objectives of the lessons are far from being achieved. 
Challenges Facing The Learners
Foundational Problems
Generally, there are interferences facing the learners of English language in Nigeria. Mother tongue interference plays a primary role. In Anambra State for instance, where the general means of communication is Igbo language, one discovers that the local language is a hindrance to the easy learning of the English language. Standard British English is scarcely the norm. Habit is resistant to change. It is a very serious challenge to students to unlearn their wrong habits and imbibe that which the teacher is striving to impart. This notion is what Corder (119) calls the; in-built-syllabus’ which goes hand in hand with the idea that learners will not learn what they are not ready to learn. He goes on to give a psycho-linguistics constraint on learning, suggesting that learners are hard-wired in such a way that they will learn linguistic terms in an internally determined order as opposed to one determined externally by a syllabus writer or teacher.
Decline in Reading Culture
Comprehension is at the centre of reading. Collins and Check describe reading as the process that requires the use of complex thought processes to interprete printed symbols as meaningful units and comprehend them as a thought unit in order to understand a printed message. According to Rubin (20) “reading is a total integrative process that starts with the reader and includes the affective, perceptual and cognitive domains. Okebukola (60) affirms that through reading, humans have the tools to transmit knowledge to each succeeding generation. It allows one to listen to the wisdom and people of the ages. This is emphasized by many different religious traditions. The Apostle Paul admonished timothy, “study the show yourself approved unto God” (1st Timothy 12:157) Islam holds acquisition of knowledge (literacy reading, etc) in high esteem. The Holy Qur’an reveals that the first communication (injunction) between Allah and Prophet Muhammed was knowledge –based, - Igraa -meaning “read” or recite” (Qur’an 96-1-5) Douglas (20) asserts that every child must become fully competent in reading to succeed in school and discharge responsibilities as a citizen of a democratic society. Reading is the foundation of much enjoyment in life. Unfortunately, the new wave of information technology has gripped the younger generation in a most tenacious and fascinating manner. These young ones would rather browse all day or night than exert their energy on reading. Browsing on the internet actually proves more exciting and alluring than reading. The result is that they are exposed more to listening, which only an aspect of language is learning. Thus, we have students who are able to speak well but fail woefully when faced with the challenge of writing. This affects not only their performance in the Use of English as a course but other courses including those directly relevant to their discipline. The inability of organized thoughts and presentations are evident in the students’ performance. Teachers of English know that proficiency in the language is acquired through voracious reading of quality books, novels, magazines and newspapers. Reading acquaints one with correct spellings and punctuations, makes room for the reader to pause and ponder, allows for check-ups of unfamiliar expressions and noting these things down. Through the printed words, one can differentiate between homophones and homonyms. Also, reading literary works and novels written by native speakers of the language present it (the language) within its cultural context. According to Hammer. “Most adults can learn a language without studying it provided they are in the right contact with it”. We are in total agreement with him. This is because experience has shown that the best way of learning a language is to be exposed to it in a natural context. This is what reading good English does to the learner; it provides the massive raw materials which are then polished in the classroom Preference for the electronic media is therefore a challenge to the young learner of English language since it robs him of precious hours that could be gainfully employed in reading. Children with poor reading skills in English language will definitely receive poor grades, get easily distracted and frustrated, have behaviour problems, seem to dislike school, and often fail to develop to their full potentials. Good reading habit helps to develop a steady and constructive mind and the learning of English language is made much easier 
Lack of Adequate Attention
As a compulsory first year course, the Use of English language classrooms are generally over-populated. It is common to have up to eight hundred students in the Use of English classroom. Some of these students may never get a sitting space inside the classroom throughout the course duration. In such a large class, it is a near-impossibility to attend individually to students while teaching is going on. Language teaching requires thorough oral and written exercises. The teacher may share the students into smaller groups of twenty or thirty for purposes of class work, but this does not offer student’s individual attention. Furthermore, when written assignments are given, it is a herculean task to mark all of them efficiently. If this feat is achieved, it becomes much more difficult to call each student or group to explain where they went wrong. Unfortunately the teaching of English language demands such attention.


Issues In English Language Teaching And Learning In Nigeria 
English Language as the only official language of education in Nigeria has been affected by the attitude of educational policy makers, curriculum planners, and the teachers of the language, the pupils and students studying the language. It is not an understatement to say that the language has not been given its pride of place and serious attention as it used to be some decades ago simply because many educated and uneducated people see it as a foreign colonial language. Those who postulate this idea are in the majority so their attitude tends to affect the teachers and learners of the language. Eyo (2004:32-42) observed that policies are made to discourage its teaching and learning at the early stages in Nigeria children's education, so unsuccessful attempts have been made at killing it through the introduction of indigenous national languages. The indigenous languages do not serve the basic useful purposes of education, interaction and communication as they should. Emphasizing on the importance and relevance of English Language, Udofot (2000:35) noted that "English is the language of computer programming and the Internet" and as such, Nigeria cannot afford to be illiterate in the language that controls the world affairs. The unseriousness and deplorable standard of English in Nigeria is decried by Ndimele (2005:145). He lamented that "language like all organisms depend on their environment for survival" but he further explained that the Nigerian environment in this generation of speakers is totally unfriendly to English not because of deviation and creativities characteristics of language in contact but due to "ungrammatical expressions and poor sentences structures prevalent among the youths and the current generation of speakers of English in Nigeria". Essien (2003: 34) supported this view and added that "the English used by many Nigerians of younger generation may have English words and expressions but little English grammar and meaning". This kind of spoken and written English cannot be the language for growth, development and productivity to the Nigerian nation, because the pupils and students who imitate the literate, semi-literate and educated non-English majors, will never pass examinations in English or even in their major subjects and disciplines. This shows that the teachers of English and the education curriculum planners have failed the nation because of their inability to propound new pedagogical methods to enhance the effective studies in the language at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels. Udofot (2002: 64-87) identified home background and the quality of primary and secondary education as factors which affect the standard performance in English. The poor performance of English as these levels of education can be attributed to the influence of the parents, society, teachers and that of the learners. Where the majority of parents are illiterates they cannot interact with their children in proper English. Some even use pidgin and the children copy same from them. Therefore, background affects their communicative competence more than any other factor. English as a developed language has its code, principles and practice. Language though, defined by Block and Tragers (1945:5-10) as "a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a group communicate", has rules governing sentence structural pattern and symbols that guide its usage. Majority of those who use the English Language in Nigeria do not observe these rules that are why they make ungrammatical expressions that are ambiguous to proficient speakers and listeners. When this happens, there is usually a misunderstanding or misinterpretation of the message by the listeners. As the language of global communication and influence, Udontata (2004: 44- 45) propounded that English Language now serves the function of providing inter-connectivity between communities and persons in our global village and man can enhance this global inter-connectivity through co-operation and understanding in the study and appreciation of English Language. There is need for a change of attitude if we must employ English as a global language.
How English Language Curriculum Should Be For National Growth And Productivity
The need to standardize the curriculum of English so that the pupils and students can obtain maximum benefit while learning the language is important so as to help them become competent in the Language. English language is a language with many problems in terms of its phonology, semantics and syntax especially to nonnative second language learners as Nigerians. The essence of studying any language is to enable the learners to be competent in the language and to be able to communicate in the language effectively. Communication between the speaker and the listener can only take place where there is meaning and intelligibility in their utterances. The variety of English in Nigeria from the phonology perspective should be the Received Pronunciation (RP) as expressed by the native speakers of the language. The native speakers of the language according to Roach (2000:3) insist that English should not be adulterated with idiosyncratic, regional or dialectal variants. For the curriculum to be effectively global, it should emphasize on proper pronunciation, intonation and stress pattern in morphology and syntax of the language. It therefore means that teachers of English language at all levels should be specially trained in the language art so as to bring their performance to the native speaker’s level. If this is done, the learners will be able to speak and read with the language better than before and this will aid their understanding what they read from the text books in all subject. The curriculum content of English although should serve the needs of the nation first before considering its global interest should incorporate international issues so as to globalize the world view of Nigerian learners. The modern scientific inventions and new vocabulary should be incorporated as integral aspects of the language study. What the education curriculum planners must do is to obtain oral language equipment from England and install in language laboratories in schools so as to help the students and teachers especially at the secondary school level to study the language effectively. In this era of information technology, computers connected to internet should be provided to secondary schools because it will enable the students to obtain first hand information about the modern approaches toward the teaching and usage of the language. The curriculum of English language should be broadened and enriched to accommodate ideas, opinions, concepts, passages, events, issues, and incidents that happen in other parts of the world so that students in Nigeria can be conversant with happenings outside Nigerian situation. The importance of spreading the content of the language curriculum is that, it will prepare the minds of the students to the things that they will come across when they meet with foreigners either within the country or outside. It will enable them compete favourably with educated people outside Nigeria and Africa in terms of providing them with issues that they can discuss thereby giving them confidence in their abilities. Globalizing the curriculum content will not in any way jeopardize the interest of the nation as some critics would say, but will rather expose the learners to modern concepts and usage in communication and knowledge. When talking about national growth and productivity in terms of the language of education. The first thing that should come to the minds of curriculum developers should be how to develop the curriculum of English Language so as to serve both the global and the country's needs. One should think of the importance of English as a global language of communication and the recognized language of formal education in the country. English is used for the teaching of every subject taught in Nigerian schools. Moreover, all the texts books in all subjects ranging from sciences, social sciences to arts are written in English. Therefore, the use of English is indispensable for the nation’s growth and productivity. The current multi-communication systems and internet make use of English as its first language. All the important information on the web sites is given in English so it is proper for the language curriculum to be globalized. Once the curriculum content of the English language taught in Nigerian schools is globalized, our students who seek admission into foreign schools will perform well when tested in the subject. Globalizing the language curriculum through the internet according to Braid (1998) as a guide to future developments in the use of information technology, is the individuals right to information, freedom of expression, access to information and new technologies of information. This opinion justifies the globalizing of the language curricular of schools in Nigeria. Language relativity to national growth and productivity is supported by Shobomehin (2005:56-63) who observed that in any developing or developed society, the development of language determines the effectiveness of communication which in turn, determines the development of human and material resources of that society. English as taught according to the curriculum contents should be developed to embrace current global trends and standards so as to bring technological growth and productivity to the nation. In order to globalize the English Language curriculum of schools, there is need for the use of Information Communication System as done in the advanced countries of the world. Kohn (1998) stated that for good language learning, we discover that these conditions are not possible to attain without the help of Information Communication Technology (ICT). The importance of ICT to learners is learners’ autonomy, communication-embedded targeted language learning, and facilitation, touring and open pedagogic integration. If language learning for communication is to have utilitarian value, it must be cognitively, affectively and socially useful and that is when motivation is aroused in the learner. This is when Information Communication Technology can be useful in the teaching and learning of English. Then, Ekah (2004, p. 57-69)postulated that given the panoply and the secured position of English in Nigeria, the only available choice is to teach and learn the language within the acceptable international standards so as to enable the profit fit into the new world order. 

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research design
The researcher used descriptive research survey design in building up this project work the choice of this research design was considered appropriate because of its advantages of identifying attributes of a large population from a group of individuals. The design was suitable for the study as the study sought to the problems and prospect of teaching English language in secondary school
3.2 Sources of data collection 
Data were collected from two main sources namely:
(i)Primary source and 		
(ii)Secondary source 		
Primary source:	
These are materials of statistical investigation which were collected by the research for a particular purpose. They can be obtained through a survey, observation questionnaire or as experiment; the researcher has adopted the questionnaire method for this study.
Secondary source:
These are data from textbook Journal handset etc. they arise as byproducts of the same other purposes. Example administration, various other unpublished works and write ups were also used. 
3.3 Population of the study 
Population of a study is a group of persons or aggregate items, things the researcher is interested in getting information the problems and prospect of teaching English language in secondary school using selected secondary schools in Enugu South Local Government Area of Enugu State as case study. Hence eight (8) secondary schools were selected for this study, the selected secondary schools include; Comprehensive Secondary School, Akwuke; Union Secondary School Awkunanaw, Enugu; Comprehensive Secondary School Ndiagu Amechi; Community Secondary School Ugunaji; Uwani Secondary School; College Of Immaculate Conception Enugu; Mary Land Boys Secondary School, Maryland and Comprehensive and Community Secondary School Ugunaji. To this effect, the researcher selected 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Enugu south local government, Enugu state as the population of the study.


3.4 Sample and sampling procedure
Sample is the set people or items which constitute part of a given population sampling. Due to large size of the target population, the researcher used the Taro Yamani formula to arrive at the sample population of the study.
n= N
    1+N (e) 2
n= 200
1+200(0.05)2
= 200
1+200(0.0025) 
= 200               200
1+0.5      =      1.5       = 133.
3.5	Instrument for data collection 
The major research instrument used is the questionnaires. This was appropriately moderated. The secretaries were administered with the questionnaires to complete, with or without disclosing their identities. The questionnaire was designed to obtain sufficient and relevant information from the respondents. The primary data contained information extracted from the questionnaires in which the respondents were required to give specific answer to a question by ticking in front of an appropriate answer and administered the same on staff of the two organizations: The questionnaires contained structured questions which were divided into sections A and B.
3.6  Validation of the research instrument
The questionnaire used as the research instrument was subjected to face its validation. This research instrument (questionnaire) adopted was adequately checked and validated by the supervisor his contributions and corrections were included into the final draft of the research instrument used.
3.7  Method of data analysis
The data collected was not an end in itself but it served as a means to an end. The end being the use of the required data to understand the various situations it is with a view to making valuable recommendations and contributions. To this end, the data collected has to be analysis for any meaningful interpretation to come out with some results. It is for this reason that the following methods were adopted in the research project for the analysis of the data collected. For a comprehensive analysis of data collected, emphasis was laid on the use of absolute numbers frequencies of responses and percentages. Answers to the research questions were provided through the comparison of the percentage of workers response to each statement in the questionnaire related to any specified question being considered.
Frequency in this study refers to the arrangement of responses in order of magnitude or occurrence while percentage refers to the arrangements of the responses in order of their proportion. The simple percentage method is believed to be straight forward easy to interpret and understand method.
The researcher therefore chooses the simple percentage as the method to use.
The formula for percentage is shown as. 
% = f/N x 100/1 
Where f = frequency of respondents response 
N = Total Number of response of the sample 
100 = Consistency in the percentage of respondents for each item Contained in questions  


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4. INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and thirty three (133) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which one hundred (100) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 100 was validated for the analysis.
4.2	DATA PRESENTATION
The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 133 was calculated for this study. A total of 100 responses were received and validated. For this study a total of 100 was used for the analysis.


Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire
	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	133
	100

	Received  
	100
	83

	Validated
	100
	83


Source: Field Survey, 2021
Table 4.2: Demographic data of respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	38
	38%

	Female
	62
	62%

	Age
	
	

	20-30
	22
	22%

	30-40
	46
	46%

	41-50
	32
	32%

	51+
	00
	00%

	Education
	
	

	HND/BSC
	62
	62%

	MASTERS
	35
	35%

	PHD
	03
	03%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single
	37
	37%

	Married
	54
	54%

	Separated
	09
	09%

	Divorced
	00
	00%

	Widowed
	
	10%



4.2	ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1: Do Secondary School teachers use instructional resources frequently in teaching the English Language?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on question 2
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	29
	29

	No
	61
	61

	Undecided
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 29% of the respondents said yes, 61 respondents said no while the remaining 10% were undecided.
Question 2: Do the English Language teaches use appropriate methods in teaching English Language frequently?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on question 2
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	24
	24

	No
	62
	62

	Undecided
	14
	14

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 24% of the respondents said yes, 62% said no. While the remaining 14% were undecided.
Question 3: Do Secondary School students in Enugu South Local Government Area learn English Language in environment conducive to learning?
Table 4.5:  Respondent on question 3
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	15
	15

	No
	56
	56

	Undecided
	29
	29

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 15% of the respondents said yes, 56% said no. While the remaining 29% were undecided.
Question 4: Do you think that the existing condition can be improved upon?
Table 4.6:  Respondent on question 4
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	80
	80

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	20
	20

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 80% of the respondents said yes, While the remaining 20% were undecided. There was no record for no.




CHAPTER FIVE 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1 Introduction 	
It is important to ascertain that the objective of this study was to ascertain the problems and prospect of teaching English language in secondary school
In the preceding chapter, the relevant data collected for this study were presented, critically analyzed and appropriate interpretation given. In this chapter, certain recommendations made which in the opinion of the researcher will be of benefits in addressing the challenges of the problems and prospect of teaching English language in secondary school 
5.2 Summary		
This study was on the problems and prospect of teaching English language in secondary school. Four objectives were raised which included: Identify and classify these problems, determine the magnitude of these problems, make recommendation for more language, to ascertain the problems of teaching English language in secondary school. In line with these objectives, The total population for the study is 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Enugu south local government of Enugu state. The researcher used questionnaires as the instrument for the data collection. Descriptive Survey research design was adopted for this study. A total of 133 respondents made up principals, vice principals administration senior staff and junior staff were the sampled size. The data collected were presented in tables and analyzed using simple percentages and frequencies
Conclusion
Nigeria as a nation is lucky to be a colony of the British nation the original owners of English Language which is the most widely spoken language in the world and the language of Information Communication Technology used throughout the world. Already the nation is involved in language globalization, so what is needed now is how to broaden our national language teaching curriculum to fall in line with the global standard and global trend by incorporating the modern science and technologies into the curriculum. Moreover, the use of Information Communication System in schools should be considered by the educational planners and administrators so as to expose the teachers and students to new methods of teaching and knowledge acquisition. Proper teaching and learning of the language will bring growth in science and technology to the nation since all the text books used in teaching all the subjects in our secondary and tertiary institutions are written in English Language. Effective interpretation of scientific thoughts will lead to the acquisition of western technology and the development of indigenous technology also.  However, the following conclusions were made based on the findings of the study;
1. Secondary School teachers does not use instructional resources frequently in teaching the English Language.
2. English Language teaches does not use appropriate methods in teaching English Language frequently.
3. Secondary School students in Enugu South Local Government Area learn English Language in an un-conducive environment?
Recommendations
 (a) The National, State and Local Government should give prominence to the teaching and learning of English Language by supporting language education programmes.
 (b) Regular conferences, seminars and workshops should be organized for English Language teachers so as to update their knowledge about latest developments and vocabularies incorporated into the language because of scientific inventions and new technology.
 (c) New practical teaching approaches should be adopted by teachers of the language through the introduction of new skills to encourage the teachers in the practical usage of the language. This would enhance communicative competence of the learners. 
(d) Government at all levels of education should recruit more English Language specialists from the Colleges of Education and the Universities to fill the existing gaps in schools. Non-English Language graduates should not be allowed to teach the subject because they are incompetent.
 (e) Government should provide Standard English language text books to all pupils and students at the primary and secondary schools levels because these schools are the bedrock of education.
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APPENDIXE
QUESTIONNAIRE
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.
SECTION A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender
Male [  ]	Female [  ]
Age 
20-30	[  ]
31-40	[  ]
41-50   [  ]
51 and above [  ]
Educational level
WAEC		[  ]
BSC/HND	[  ]
MSC/PGDE	[  ]
PHD		[  ]
Others……………………………………………….. (please indicate)
Marital Status
Single	[  ]
Married [  ]
Separated [  ]
SECTION B
Question 1: Do Secondary School teachers use instructional resources frequently in teaching the English Language?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



Question 2: Do the English Language teaches use appropriate methods in teaching English Language frequently?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



Question 3: Do Secondary School students in Enugu South Local Government Area learn English Language in environment conducive to learning?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



Question 4: Do you think that the existing condition can be improved upon?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



