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ABSTRACT
The study targets the problem of oral expression among students in some selected junior secondary school in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. some researcher questions were formulated to guide the direction of the study. A review of related literature was carried out to find out the views of other writers on the topic studied. Both teachers and students in the selected schools were involved in the study with data for the study collected through the administration of questionnaire to both teachers and students. Their responses were tabulated and placed side by side related research questions for analysis and interpretation for a desired result. Lastly, Summary, findings and conclusion with recommendation were made.


CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Nigeria adopts English Language as its official language due to many reasons. Of course the principal reason cannot be divorced from ethnic linguistic diversities and the major ethnic languages are Hausa/Fulani in the North, Ibo in the East and Yoruba in the West. English is the language of government, institutions and businesses transaction in the country. It then stands to reason, therefore, that one must have a thorough grasp of the language in both its spoken and written forms. Nigeria therefore remains blessed with a language that is meeting her national aspirations, one that is well advanced and embraced universally, English language that is on this premise is hinged, the various governments, local, state and federal attachment of great importance to the teaching and learning of English language in the educational institutions of learning. English language is one of the most powerful literary tools developed to a tremendous level, vivid and accurate records of our heroes both living and dead, (Late Chief Obafemi Awolowo, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe etc) may not have been possible without the use of English language. The language is powerfully employed in self expression as well as in literature, essays and letters.
English as a medium of instruction in higher studies and for internal and external examinations has remained unchanged. English language has for long been a unifying factor among the numerous language spoken in Nigeria today and it has done a lot of good. Wole Soyinka won the (1980) noble prize for literature which is a thing of pride and joy to the entire black continent. If Wole Soyinka had written all his books in Yoruba, he certainly would not have won the noble laureate prize. It is therefore not surprising that much emphasis is placed on the teaching and learning of English language. English language is used in all ramification of the nation’s educational system, but the emphasis notwithstanding, the performances of students in English language is not encouraging.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Most students find it difficult to express themselves in some given situations. This is because they lack the rudimentary knowledge that is in English language. Elements which are vital for sentence construction such deficiency includes the ability of the students concerned to recognize the varying slots in the structure of the English Language. This problem is more touching and alarming when one considers the percentage of students who fail the English language in secondary schools. It is devastating when one discovers that a student’s linguistic expression of his thought is universally considered as invaluable communication tool in all his transactions the situation becomes more poignant when it is considered that a student’s competence and proficiency in English language expression are always regarded as valuable assets. Since these will create effective ability in all the individuals discipline in the school and in the use of English language itself. Therefore, it is expected that at each level or class in the school, each student should be able to express his or herself proficiently in English language both in written and oral work with an academic performance that is at least related and appropriate to such level. It is in regard to improving on the above difficulties that many writers have stressed the fact of spoken language coming first in the learning of a language which the mastery of it is carried over to the written language. Wilkin (1974) said that in recent years it has been argued on both linguistic and psychological grounds that spoken English should be the principal objective in the language teaching in the face of these observations it becomes necessary to find out the factors affecting the proficient teaching of spoken English, its vocabulary and that of sentence structure.
1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
1. To find out or discover some of the factors responsible for the poor performance of students in English language in these schools. There can be different reasons why researcher undertakes in carrying out certain studies and this in view that of this study include the following;
2. To create learning situation in which non-native speakers can gain proper insight into how a particular language is used for living, social interaction and communication. It also expresses ones experience in such a way that it can be made meaningful to others.Moreover, it is to enable student’s acquire the vital structural meaning of words over and over, it is to place a strong emphasis upon the spoken language in record and foreign language teaching. It will also help teachers to learn the best way of exposing learners to the skills of English language.
1.4 RESEARCHER QUESTIONS
1. Is there any relationship between teaching approach/methods of delivery lesson and students performances in English languages?
2. Is there any relationship between social environment and measured performance of students in English language?
3. Does mother tongue interference have any effect on student’s performances in English language?
4. Does student’s attitude to English studies have a bearing on their performances in English language?
1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Poor achievement in spoken and written English is generally a problem in present day schools. The poor standard could be observed in the students spoken and written English. This is also detectable in daily interactions and transactions. In the schools English language by the students in the environment of use is exhibited. This thus, calls for the urgent need of solutions to the problems and to achieve this, the problems aforementioned must be identified and solved.This is where this study becomes significant as it is expected that the findings and recommendations will solve the problem.
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
1.5 This study concentrates on the factors responsible for poor performance of students in English language, in some selected schools, Emotan College School I, II, III and Idia College in Oredo, Benin City. This study covers the teachers and their pupils or students in these selected secondary schools. 
1.7 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
In carrying out this study attention was focused on the junior secondary schools, due to time and financial constraint and hence the enlisted schools are covered in the study
1.8 OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF TERMS
Non-Challant: This terms means not having, not showing interest in something.
Heroes: This means those who have distinguished themselves in acts of valour and bravery.
Poor Performance: This simply means not doing well academically, that is not good or of a quality that is low or lower than expected.
L1: Mother tongue
L2: Second language


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc43312039]2.0  INTRODUCTION
Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
2.1 THE ROLE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AS A GLOBAL LANGUAGE OF COMMUNICATION
English language was introduced into Nigeria from the time the English traders, missionaries and administrators came into different part of Nigeria from 1842 Eka (2000). In Badagry the missionaries established schools even before the amalgamation of the Northern and Southern protectorates in 1914 to form the country Nigeria. Right from that time up till this present day, Nigeria places English Language above all 515 local languages of the ethnic groups in the country according to Urua (2004). English Language is the only Official Language of communication in government, educational institutions, commerce, industries, politics, social interactions, law, judiciary, economics and many other issues. The role of English as a global language of communication is measured in the context of its geographical spread round the world from Europe, America, Asia, Australia, and Africa to Oceania. Crystal (1987) stated that English Language ranks at the first among the top 20 languages in the world which is used and adopted as official language in many countries. It is also the language spoken as the first language by many technologically advanced countries in the world. English Language no doubt, is an effective mechanism for technological acquisition, growth and productivity to Nigeria. Even though Fafunwa (1975) postulated that people appreciate, study and learn better if they are taught in their indigenous languages, but Essien (2003:2) succinctly stated that "even the most ardent nationalist would not deny his children full access to English" for the simple reason that it is the dominant language in Nigeria and the whole world. Although English is a second language in Nigeria, it is a basic tool for national growth and productivity because it enhances the acquisition of knowledge, transcends various ethnic and linguistic barriers, professions, economic, political and social spheres. The knowledge obtained from formal education in Nigeria is through English Language, so there cannot be any national growth or productivity without proper teaching and learning of English Language. For instance, no student gains admission to read any course at the University in Nigeria without a credit pass in English Language. This therefore underscores the importance of the language to our educational system. English Language as a global language is quite developed and standardized over the years to accommodate new technological development. The modern Information Communication System (ICS) like computers, internet and multimedia systems make use of English Language extensively. Even though other developed nations like Russia, France, Germany, China and Italy make use of their local languages in the development of their computers and other technologies, they still rely on English as the basis of their communication of technological development. That is why they equally study English Language to fall in line with the global language. Hudson (1980) explained that for a language to be developed it should be standardized with orthography, literary works, reference books, used as language of instruction in schools, media and education. As can be observed globally, English Language has all the basic requirements as a developed as well as international language.   
2.2	THE PROBLEM OF ORAL ENGLISH 
Problems simply mean factors affecting the teaching of English, or factors militating the teaching of English. It could also, be define as factor hindering or disturbed the teaching of English. While examining the problems confronting the teaching of Oral English, Bright and McGregor (1970) pointed out the problem of model. According to them: “There is the question of the model. Suppose we could achieve complete success in making pupils speak precisely as we wish, what should we choose to do? What would they choose to do? Sooner or later, all countries that use English as a first or second language develop     variety of an accent. The United States did so long ago with the result that Americans model   themselves on Americans and not on any British-English speakers. The same is true of New Zealanders and Australians. Fortunately, the varieties of accents of all educated speakers of English - Indian, African, Malaysian, Chinese, Japanese, Scottish, Irish, Yorkshire or Somerset - have a great many common features which are far more important than their differences. Otherwise, the speakers would not find each other comprehensible. The distinctions that all educated speakers make are the important ones for our purposes; those that merely differentiate one educated speaker from another do not matter at all. We need no longer cherish quaint superstition about one variety being “better than another”.
Bright and McGregor are of the view that the British accent should not be imposed on any teacher or any learner of English, they argue that just as the British speak with the British accent, other nationalities should speak with the kind of accents available in their own countries. They posit that the model to be adopted for teaching English in any country should be the model spoken by the highly educated in those countries. 
To them, “The distinctions that all educated speaker make are the important ones for our purpose”. Bright and McGregor believe that those distinctions that differentiate one educated speaker from another educated speaker do not matter at all. They make it clear that no variety of English is better than the other.
They posit that the model to be adopted for teaching English in any country should be the model spoken by the highly educated in those countries. To them, “The distinctions that all educated speaker make are the important ones for our purpose”.
2.3 CHALLENGES FACING THE TEACHERS 
Teachers Inadequacy to Teach Effectively
Most English language teachers have problems teaching the language at the tertiary institutions. Among the areas of difficulties by teachers in the teaching of English is the teaching of Concord-Agreement of subject and verb. Teachers hardly teach this area. Conversely, students find it difficult to understand this aspect of English grammar. Again, most teachers do not teach ways or approaches to tackling Comprehension passages to the students. They do not go beyond reading the passages in class and answering the questions that follow. Professor Ayo Banjo in a foreword written to David Williams (99) “English Language Teaching: An Integrated Approach” stresses the importance of approaching the problem of proficiency in English from the lower level of educational system. In the forward he states that: Given the understandable importance of English language at all levels of the education system, it is important to ensure returns which are commensurate with the vast amount of time and resources spent on the teaching of the subject. It is generally agreed that the problems lie with the foundations at the primary levels, and a great deal of energy has been expended in recent times on various forms of remedial programmes, even up to the university level
Difficulty of the English Language  
The teaching of English as a course poses many challenges to the language teachers. English is a second language (L2) in Nigeria and has its own features or characteristics which make its learning and teaching very uneasy. Second language is a technical representation of the functional position of that language rather than its position in sequential order of acquisition (Onuigbo & Eyisi (79). The problems include interference which comes as a result of language contact or Mother Tongue interference. This problem is made very clear in phonology, vocabulary, syntax and semantics. This is one of the reasons why students who do not have English language as a major course tend to develop lukewarm attitude towards it. 
Lack of Textbooks
There are not enough textbooks to be used in the teaching of English language. Where the textbooks are available, they are out-dating. Most lecturers depend on lecture notes to impart knowledge. The students’ lecture notes are full of spellings and grammatical errors which are indicative of the poor language background of the students. Ayodele (84).
Lack of Basic Teaching Needs
Our Institutions lack basic teaching needs like large classrooms to accommodate the great number of students who do Use of English as a basic GS course in the Universities. In situations where these large classrooms exist, there may not be microphones to help the teachers to reach out to the teeming population of students. What happen are that only the few people who are in the front seat benefit from what the teacher is saying. The rest just gist with friends till the lecture is over. In most cases, the numbers of students that stand by the windows to the classroom far outnumber the students who are inside the classroom. The end result is that the objectives of teaching the use of English to first year students are not achieved. Again, there are no language laboratories in most Universities. The time also allotted to the teaching of the Use of English is hardly enough for the language teacher and the objectives of the lessons are far from being achieved. 
2.4 CHALLENGES FACING THE LEARNERS
Foundational Problems
Generally, there are interferences facing the learners of English language in Nigeria. Mother tongue interference plays a primary role. In Anambra State for instance, where the general means of communication is Igbo language, one discovers that the local language is a hindrance to the easy learning of the English language. Standard British English is scarcely the norm. Habit is resistant to change. It is a very serious challenge to students to unlearn their wrong habits and imbibe that which the teacher is striving to impart. This notion is what Corder (119) calls the; in-built-syllabus’ which goes hand in hand with the idea that learners will not learn what they are not ready to learn. He goes on to give a psycho-linguistics constraint on learning, suggesting that learners are hard-wired in such a way that they will learn linguistic terms in an internally determined order as opposed to one determined externally by a syllabus writer or teacher.
Decline in Reading Culture
Comprehension is at the centre of reading. Collins and Check describe reading as the process that requires the use of complex thought processes to interprete printed symbols as meaningful units and comprehend them as a thought unit in order to understand a printed message. According to Rubin (20) “reading is a total integrative process that starts with the reader and includes the affective, perceptual and cognitive domains. Okebukola (60) affirms that through reading, humans have the tools to transmit knowledge to each succeeding generation. It allows one to listen to the wisdom and people of the ages. This is emphasized by many different religious traditions. The Apostle Paul admonished timothy, “study the show yourself approved unto God” (1st Timothy 12:157) Islam holds acquisition of knowledge (literacy reading, etc) in high esteem. The Holy Qur’an reveals that the first communication (injunction) between Allah and Prophet Muhammed was knowledge –based, - Igraa -meaning “read” or recite” (Qur’an 96-1-5) Douglas (20) asserts that every child must become fully competent in reading to succeed in school and discharge responsibilities as a citizen of a democratic society. Reading is the foundation of much enjoyment in life. Unfortunately, the new wave of information technology has gripped the younger generation in a most tenacious and fascinating manner. These young ones would rather browse all day or night than exert their energy on reading. Browsing on the internet actually proves more exciting and alluring than reading. The result is that they are exposed more to listening, which only an aspect of language is learning. Thus, we have students who are able to speak well but fail woefully when faced with the challenge of writing. This affects not only their performance in the Use of English as a course but other courses including those directly relevant to their discipline. The inability of organized thoughts and presentations are evident in the students’ performance. Teachers of English know that proficiency in the language is acquired through voracious reading of quality books, novels, magazines and newspapers. Reading acquaints one with correct spellings and punctuations, makes room for the reader to pause and ponder, allows for check-ups of unfamiliar expressions and noting these things down. Through the printed words, one can differentiate between homophones and homonyms. Also, reading literary works and novels written by native speakers of the language present it (the language) within its cultural context. According to Hammer. “Most adults can learn a language without studying it provided they are in the right contact with it”. We are in total agreement with him. This is because experience has shown that the best way of learning a language is to be exposed to it in a natural context. This is what reading good English does to the learner; it provides the massive raw materials which are then polished in the classroom Preference for the electronic media is therefore a challenge to the young learner of English language since it robs him of precious hours that could be gainfully employed in reading. Children with poor reading skills in English language will definitely receive poor grades, get easily distracted and frustrated, have behaviour problems, seem to dislike school, and often fail to develop to their full potentials. Good reading habit helps to develop a steady and constructive mind and the learning of English language is made much easier 
Lack of Adequate Attention
As a compulsory first year course, the Use of English language classrooms are generally over-populated. It is common to have up to eight hundred students in the Use of English classroom. Some of these students may never get a sitting space inside the classroom throughout the course duration. In such a large class, it is a near-impossibility to attend individually to students while teaching is going on. Language teaching requires thorough oral and written exercises. The teacher may share the students into smaller groups of twenty or thirty for purposes of class work, but this does not offer student’s individual attention. Furthermore, when written assignments are given, it is a herculean task to mark all of them efficiently. If this feat is achieved, it becomes much more difficult to call each student or group to explain where they went wrong. Unfortunately the teaching of English language demands such attention.
2.5 ISSUES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING AND LEARNING IN NIGERIA 
English Language as the only official language of education in Nigeria has been affected by the attitude of educational policy makers, curriculum planners, and the teachers of the language, the pupils and students studying the language. It is not an understatement to say that the language has not been given its pride of place and serious attention as it used to be some decades ago simply because many educated and uneducated people see it as a foreign colonial language. Those who postulate this idea are in the majority so their attitude tends to affect the teachers and learners of the language. Eyo (2004:32-42) observed that policies are made to discourage its teaching and learning at the early stages in Nigeria children's education, so unsuccessful attempts have been made at killing it through the introduction of indigenous national languages. The indigenous languages do not serve the basic useful purposes of education, interaction and communication as they should. Emphasizing on the importance and relevance of English Language, Udofot (2000:35) noted that "English is the language of computer programming and the Internet" and as such, Nigeria cannot afford to be illiterate in the language that controls the world affairs. 
The unseriousness and deplorable standard of English in Nigeria is decried by Ndimele (2005:145). He lamented that "language like all organisms depend on their environment for survival" but he further explained that the Nigerian environment in this generation of speakers is totally unfriendly to English not because of deviation and creativities characteristics of language in contact but due to "ungrammatical expressions and poor sentences structures prevalent among the youths and the current generation of speakers of English in Nigeria". Essien (2003: 34) supported this view and added that "the English used by many Nigerians of younger generation may have English words and expressions but little English grammar and meaning". This kind of spoken and written English cannot be the language for growth, development and productivity to the Nigerian nation, because the pupils and students who imitate the literate, semi-literate and educated non-English majors, will never pass examinations in English or even in their major subjects and disciplines. This shows that the teachers of English and the education curriculum planners have failed the nation because of their inability to propound new pedagogical methods to enhance the effective studies in the language at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels. 
Udofot (2002: 64-87) identified home background and the quality of primary and secondary education as factors which affect the standard performance in English. The poor performance of English as these levels of education can be attributed to the influence of the parents, society, teachers and that of the learners. Where the majority of parents are illiterates they cannot interact with their children in proper English. Some even use pidgin and the children copy same from them. Therefore, background affects their communicative competence more than any other factor. English as a developed language has its code, principles and practice. Language though, defined by Block and Tragers (1945:5-10) as "a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a group communicate", has rules governing sentence structural pattern and symbols that guide its usage. Majority of those who use the English Language in Nigeria do not observe these rules that are why they make ungrammatical expressions that are ambiguous to proficient speakers and listeners. When this happens, there is usually a misunderstanding or misinterpretation of the message by the listeners. As the language of global communication and influence, Udontata (2004: 44- 45) propounded that English Language now serves the function of providing interconnectivity between communities and persons in our global village and man can enhance this global interconnectivity through co-operation and understanding in the study and appreciation of English Language. There is need for a change of attitude if we must employ English as a global language.
2.6	THE PROBLEM OF TEACHING TECHNIQUES
Also Bright and McGregor (1970) talked about the problem of teaching techniques. They maintain that an area that may be taught directly concerns the pronunciation of numerous structural words in unstressed position. Numerous decisions are involved about just what to include in careful colloquial speech and what is casual and need not be presented for active use.
The point emphasized here is that there are often complications or confusions surrounding most teaching techniques.
According to the British council (2013), a lack of communication skills is one of the effects of bad teaching techniques bedevilling the effective teaching of Oral English. They maintain that Communication skills include many things; using the target language effectively, the way in which we speak to the person we are speaking to, our body language including facial expressions, pitch and tone of your voice, interpersonal skills and a lot of other things. Effective communication skills are now required in each and every aspect of our life. Teachers of English are expected to have good command over the language and possess excellent communication skills.
For a teacher, it is not just important to give a quality lecture but it is also more important for the presentation of a lesson or lecture in class to be effective. A teacher with communication skills can enhance the learning process of students. Teachers of English must possess the following communication skills: Proficiency in English, positive motivation, effective body language, sense of humour, interpersonal skills and so on.
 They posits that communication skills include using the target language effectively, the way we speak our body language, facial expressions, pitch and tone of voice and so on. They go further to talk about proficiency in English, positive motivation and sense of humour as those things which should not be lacking in the teaching of Oral English.
2.7	THE PROBLEM OF NON – AVAILABILITY OF SPECIALISTS
One important variable in the learning situation is the teacher himself. His skill and his personality are instrumental in creating the conditions for learning. His skill is dependent on two factors, his own proficiency in the language and his knowledge of and expertise in methods and techniques of language teaching. The language proficiency of teachers cannot be taken for granted. There are countries where the teachers themselves have been relatively ill taught, where resources are lacking, where the education itself is relatively undeveloped and where teachers consequently are hardly able to use language for real communication. (Wilkins 1982) 
Different points have been highlighted by Wilkins he maintains that the skill and personality of the teacher are very vital in the teaching/learning situation. He stresses that the skill of the teacher is dependent on his knowledge of and expertise in methods and techniques. He also decried the situation whereby the teachers themselves have been relatively ill taught, and the problem of lack of resources.
Wellman (1978) raised a number of salient points his argument. First, he points out that the teaching of English as a second language is a highly specialized field it is not simply a matter of knowing English and teaching it to non-native speaker. In order to qualify for a teacher’s license, a candidate must be well versed in phonetics”. This means that as we need specialist in the field of medicine to do the work of a medical practitioner, and a lawyer, and not a carpenter to do the work of a legal practitioner, teaching of Oral English which is no doubt a specialized field should be taught by a teacher who is a specialist in Oral English. He also points out that the teacher should not be certified until he shows evidence that he is versed in phonetics glaring that teacher who did not study Oral English have no business teaching Oral English. When they teach Oral English, they would teach nothing but error.
Broughton et al (1980) on the part condemn a situation whereby Oral English is taught by people who have no specific training. Their position is in line with that of Wellman Laurie (1978).  It is obvious that Broughton et al frown at a situation whereby somebody begins to teach English merely because he is a native of the English Language. They argue that it is not enough to be a native speaker, but to be trained in order to become a professional teacher of English.
Hook et al (1970) talk about the issue of knowledge and skill on the part of the teacher. They go further to explain that a specialized methods course and carefully supervised student teaching can contribute extensively to the prospective teacher’s knowledge and skill. Their argument is that the teacher should be versed in his subject, study the students to know more about them and their needs they believe that knowing the subject very well, and knowing the students very well would help the teacher to be very skilful in teaching them. Chen and Goh (2011) in their research list the problem which the teachers encounter in teaching Oral English in the English as a foreign language context to include external constraints such as large class sizes and a lack of teaching resources: and teachers’ low self-efficacy with regard to Oral English proficiency and inadequate pedagogical knowledge. They believe that teachers should receive training in how to design and implement effective tasks to motivate students’ engagement in Oral activities.
2.8	THE PROBLEM OF POOR TEACHING PROCEDURES
Bright and McGregor (1970) talk about what most teachers do to enhance effectiveness in the teaching of Oral English. In their words, “The majority of teachers still use reading aloud as their main weapon in the battle to improve their pupils’ Oral English and take the material to be read from the class reader. They then listen for mistakes and correct those mistakes as they arise by interrupting the reader and requiring him to repeat a word or phrase in accordance with the model they provide”. Bright and McGregor argue that this procedure or objective is objectionable on a number of counts which include the fact that:
· It interferes with the proper business of the reading lesson, which is to create imaginative response in the mind from the visual stimulates of black marks on the paper.
· Where it is used frequently, it slows down reading speed whereas the objective is to increase it.
· It provides a small amount of practice for a few individuals and bores everybody else.
· It is highly productive of embarrassment to the reader. Indeed it is not unusual for a large number of corrections to lead to a deterioration of performance.
· The pupils’ practice, such as it is, is random instead of specific. Nobody knows whether the next thunder bolt will fall on an error of pronunciation, stress, intonation or phrasing. After fifty interruptions in a paragraph, teachers have even been known to complain about lack of fluency and urge pupils to read with more expression.
· The exercise of reading unprepared literary material aloud is too difficult for all but the best pupils.
· Unless students are going to be teachers or announcers, the ability to read aloud is of little practical value compared with the ability to play an effective part in conversations, discussions and committee meetings.
· Reading aloud of this kind is purposeless. Nobody listens because everybody has the text.
In the opinion of Bright and McGregor, “reading aloud” is not a solution but a problem to the effective teaching of Oral English. They point out that it could interfere with the reading process, slow down the reading speed, and bores the student, and so on.
 Teaching spoken English to the non-native students is a herculean task. Most of the students habituated to speak in their regional languages because they learn many words in their home, while they are at home. Lack of motivation throws the students from the school. The rural medium background students are not motivated by the teachers towards the communication in English and in most of the cases, they are trying to finish the syllabus. Unlike the other the teachers should talk less and listen more to the students. The teacher must step back and observe, sometimes acting as referee or monitor. Motivating students towards speaking in English is a half success. This is done using various techniques such as discussions, debates, prepared speeches and presentations, participating in situational dialogues, and many more exercises. (Babu, 2010)
Shobomeh in a journal published by the school of Languages, College of Education, Warri in 2007 identified some complexities of teaching English Language to include:
a. Lack of a conducive Teaching/Learning environment.
b. Inadequacy of teaching resources.
c. Use of mixed varieties of English Language in the media and public offices.
d. Teachers of content areas subjects as poor models of English speaking.
e. Large and linguistically diverse classes.
She goes further to make some suggestion about how a teacher can overcome the problems highlighted above. In her words: “There is no doubt that teaching English Language in difficult circumstances can present challenges to the language teacher. These challenges should however, not discourage the teacher but rather make him or her more creative and resourceful, knowing that the goal of teaching the language is to produce students with an appreciable level of competence in the language. A teacher’s strict adherence to a particular method of teaching will also not be of much help. His or her ability to introduce innovations and employ combined strategies might just spice up his or her arduous task and remove the frustration and boredom of teaching linguistically diverse large classes with limited resources, and provide opportunity for his or her learners to learn and use English in real world context”.
Gimson (1980) while attesting to the fact that the teaching of pronunciation presents particular difficulties, and that pronunciation does not permit progressive treatment since all phonetic/phonological features are potentially present from the very first lesson, explained that: “the teacher must deal systematically with the teaching of pronunciation, even though he may be forced to postpone the correction of some mistakes which occur in the early stages”.
The rapidity with which a child learn a language is accounted for by the degree of motivation the child has. This is the view of Skinner and Bloom Field as cited by Arhagba and Atonuje (2011). Arhagba and Atonuje advocate the use of motivation because:
· It increases the learning outcomes
· It provides the desire for learners to learn.
· It encourages students to listen.
· It results in students getting better grades.
· It encourages healthy competition in students
· It stimulates students to higher achievements.
· It helps to establish cordial relationship between teacher and students.
2.9	APPRAISAL OF LITERATURE
In reviewing existing literature on the factors affecting Oral English instruction in Secondary Schools it is of importance to note that one of the most difficult challenges in teaching oral English is finding effective ways to help students improve their discourse fluency. Large mixed-ability classes, little exposure to the English Language after class and tongue-tied students inevitably form obstacles to teaching.
How to arouse students’ interest, increase students’ commitment to speak English fluently and get the maximum participation has long been a headache for teachers who want to get the students involved in class activities, and keep the class lively and dynamic. This article describes an experimental but practical way to enhance students’ oral fluency. In this activity students will be expected to interact and communicate in a comfortable way. This activity mainly based on movies which are a rich resource for idiomatic expressions. It will enable the students to discuss a certain topic in various ways. It will not only offer students an opportunity to speak the target language for at least ten to fifteen minutes, but it will also make tongue- tied students want to try. The main progression of this activity is from invitation to repetition to creative use of English.
2.10	SUMMARY OF THE REVIEW
Successful language communication through the modes of speaking and writing requires constant practice. This means taking interest in the target language, making mistakes and putting them right. At the end of it all, you will find more challenges of language use which enhance communication in context. Floden (1997) emphasizes the need for teachers to investigate their teaching of speaking and writing. He advised that emphasis should be placed on content and methodology that would help students to learn about them and the target environment in which language has to be used accordingly. 
English language is taught as a subject and at the same time it is a medium of instruction for other subjects in the Nigeria education curriculum except local languages in different part of Nigeria.
The aim and objectives of teaching oral skills in English being taught in the Nigeria education curriculum is to make the student communicate effectively and intelligently in English. It also helps the student to develop confidence in his ability to express himself in English as fluently as possible and provides an opportunity for the correction of mistakes in spoken English.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	INTRODUCTION
	In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2	RESEARCH DESIGN
Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey approach using quasi experimental design for the study. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g. using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g. using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3	POPULATION OF THE STUDY
	According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 
The study aimed at examining the problem of oral expression among students in some selected junior secondary school in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. Student and Teachers from three (3)  selected junior secondary school in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State form the populations of the study
3.4	SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION
A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5	SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE
According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.
 Out of all the entire population ofselected junior secondary school in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State, the researcher conveniently selected 147 participants as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 	RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses of the survey were analyzed using simple percentage via frequency and  tables, which provided answers to the research questions. 
3.9	VALIDITY OF THE STUDY
Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10	RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY
The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11	ETHICAL CONSIDERATION
he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and forty-seven (147) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only one hundred and forty-one (141) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 141 was validated for the analysis.
4.1	DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.2: Demographic profile of the respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	72
	51.1%

	Female
	69
	48.9%

	Age
	
	

	20-25
	33
	23.4%

	25-30
	56
	39.7%

	31-35
	35
	24.8%

	36+
	17
	12.1%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single 
	113
	50.4%

	Married
	28
	49.6%

	Separated
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	0
	0%

	Education Level
	
	

	Student
	109
	77.3%

	BS.c
	29
	20.5%

	MS.c
	03
	2.20%

	MBA
	0
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2021
4.2 DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS
QUESTION 1: Is there any relationship between teaching approach/methods of delivery lesson and students performances in English languages?
Table 4.2:  Respondent relationship between teaching approach/methods of delivery lesson and students performances in English languages
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	100
	70.9

	No
	30
	21.3

	Undecided
	11
	7.8

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 70.9% said yes, 21.3% said no, while the remaining 7.8% were undecided.
QUESTION 2: Is there any relationship between social environment and measured performance of students in English language?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on  relationship between social environment and measured performance of students in English language
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	111
	78.7

	No
	30
	21.3

	Undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 78.7% said yes, 21.3% said no, there was no record for undecided.
QUESTION 3: Does mother tongue interference have any effect on student’s performances in English language? (For Student Only)
Table 4.4:  Respondent to ascertain if mother tongue interference have any effect on student’s performances in English language
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	109
	100

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	109
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 100% of the student said Yes, there was no record for No and Undecided.
QUESTION 4: Does student’s attitude to English studies have a bearing on their performances in English language? (for both teachers and student)
Table 4.4:  Respondent to ascertain if student’s attitude to English studies have a bearing on their performances in English language
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	141
	100

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 100% of the student said Yes, there was no record for No and Undecided.



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1 SUMMARY
The study targets the problem of oral expression among students in some selected junior secondary school in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. Specifically the study delved into finding out some of the factors responsible for the poor performance of students in English language in these schools. It determine if student atitude to learning English studies affect their oral expression and as weel lead to poor performance in English Language.
[bookmark: _Hlk62391420]The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants using the convenience sampling technique to choose the sample size in the study. A total of 241 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are staff and student of the three selected junior secondary school in Oredo Local Government of Edo State. Self-constructed and validated questionnaire was used for data collection. The collected and validated questionnaires were analyzed using frequency tables and percentage.

The findings reveal that mother tongue influences the students’ poor performance in Oral English in Secondary School and that there are other factors affecting Oral English Instruction and expression in Secondary Schools in Oredo Local Government of Edo State. Some of this factors are :Interference of mother tongue, Unqualified teachers, poor teaching methodology, Lack of constant practice on the part of teachers as well as students, Inadequate or total lack of relevant books as well as standard facilities for practical orientation, Teachers low level of competence in the subject, and his or her mastery of the techniques of imparting knowledge in it.
The study raises some issues which deserve further consideration for the government, policy makers and schools. More effort should be placed to improve the quality of Oral English Instruction mainly because English Language is currently the official language of instruction used in secondary schools. Therefore, practical measures need to be taken by the government to ensure that the teaching and learning of English language is enhanced in order to improve students’ academic achievement.
5.3	RECOMMENDATIONS:
From the findings of the study,Some of the solutions to be considered should include supplying secondary schools with adequate teaching and learning material for Oral English, training programs that will enhance teachers’ language skills as well as pedagogy skills, and ensuring rural secondary schools have adequate and well qualified teachers. Since most schools do not have physical facilities for Oral English instruction such as language laboratories and well stocked libraries the government should put these into consideration.
Teachers of English are admonished to appreciate the components of the oral forms that helps teachers to improve reading, writing and speaking skills for the learners. The study holds the view that oral language approaches towards developing reading, writing and speaking skills provides basic principles of instruction which if applied consistently can make the learning of English language more effective and the learning experiences of the learners in other subjects being taught in Secondary Schools more concrete and more enjoyable.
Speaking fluently will help improve writing skills if the English language is used consistently. However, more emphasis should be put on speaking and writing because they serve as end product of learning experiences.
In the light of the knowledge of the result gathered from the study, the following recommendations were made:
1. The model of Oral English to be taught in Secondary Schools in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State and in Nigeria at large should be that which is spoken by the highly educated Nigerian, and not that of the British.
2. The Ministry of Education at the State and Federal levels should prevail on Secondary School proprietors (and the government in the case of Government Schools) to set up functional language laboratories.
3. Only teachers who have the required skills to teach Oral English should be hired to do so.
4. Teachers who have personal difficulties and mother tongue interference must go for training and re-training.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION
SECTION A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender
Male [  ]	
Female [  ]
Age 
16-20	[  ]
21-25 [  ]
26-32 [  ]
32+ [  ]
Qualification
WAEC
HND| BSC
MSC
PHD
SECTION B
QUESTION 1: Is there any relationship between teaching approach/methods of delivery lesson and students performances in English languages?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



QUESTION 2: Is there any relationship between social environment and measured performance of students in English language?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



QUESTION 3: Does mother tongue interference have any effect on student’s performances in English language? (For Student Only)
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



QUESTION 4: Does student’s attitude to English studies have a bearing on their performances in English language? (for both teachers and student)
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



