THE NIGERIA MEDIA UNDER THE MILITARY RULE


ABSTRACT
The interim national government headed by chief Earnest Shonekan popularly known as “ING” was a child of circumstances the regime under general Sani Abacha murdered the child of circumstance. And the regime was regard as a child of necessity. But the antecedent that led to the birth of both children was the announcement of the June 12 Mandate of 1993. The announcement of the June 12, Presidential general election of 1993 can never be wiped away from the book of word history neither can it easily be erased from the mind of the Nigerians who gave the mandate.
And the June 12 of 1993 controversial issue which attracted many of criticism from all over the world and led to whatsoever sanction that was placed on Nigerian during Abacaha regime. Abacha in his public broadcast to Nigerians, promised that his administration being a child of necessity was born with new packages that will necessitate a suitable democratically elected government, there would be the appointment of the constitutional review committee followed by the establishment of national constitutional body that would come out with a constitution that would reflect geographical heterogeneity of Nigeria. But the question is, why was the relationship between the child of necessity and the media? The advancement of any society whether political, economical, educational and soci-cultural development is dependent on the available of adequate information to the members of the public. And the chief custodian of the free market place of ideals is the media. But when the height of free market place of ideals is denied, the society cannot be carried along in the development governmental activities in the state.
IBB’s military regime fermented the media over eight years and even prevented the psyche of the media so much that the voice of he media was not different this is because military culture had common breast which they suck .. moreover, during Abacha’s first broadcast he used IBB’s phrases throughput. However, this study will try as much as possible to highlight the various torment of the media under the administration of Abacha. The study is highly proposed towards excavating the or deals and predicaments of the Nigeria media, under Abacha military regime. These predicaments are to be examined under the broad categories of extra- legal measures against the media. Elicitation of obnoxious decrees against the media and finally proscription of media houses.



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
As one of the most important institutions in nay organized human society, the media is always objected to play vital roles in the society. The obligation is, in many ways self imposed and goes well with the freedom to report comment participate and publish which the media always fifth for, guards very jealousy and cherish enormously.
The child of circumstances came to be generally known an accepted as the Abacha regime. Before this military regime, Nigeria had undergone series of military government, each Junta era brought with itself several measures which acted as impediment on the Nigerian media. The dictatorship stand for eight long years, which the media under these years had a raw deal from it.
It is only in an environment of freedom within the law and with responsible judgment that the role which the media has fro the role can be vitally carried out.
Once this freedom is unjustly and intermittently interfered with by government, law courts or any others groups or individual, the media tend not to function very effectively and the most affected are the people because they are not well, informed .
There was a lot of dictatorship under the military because they had the ultimate power which is the power to Gun. They didn’t give the media room to play their roles as watchdog of the society rather they mate out extra- legal measures on the media more as punishment for reporting fats than as check as and balances.
The media can be regarded both as a compass and a morrow compass as used by the surveyor to map out the surrounding effectively and to set up the needed direction and on the other hand a mirror no only to see himself as he is, but also to see clearly how crooked or straight the path already mapped out is, without deviating from cutting out al the important direction. It is hoped that this work will go long way in reviewing critically the Nigerian media under Abacha regime.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Since her political independence in 1960, Nigeria has been ruled more by military regimes than by elected civilian a.dministrations: The various rnilitary governments whichruled the country at differe11t times are expected to have some patterns of relationship with the press, which is a major institutional actor in governance. Of a major concem to this study is the exploration of the nature of the relationship between the Nigerian military governments and the Nigerian press. The relationship between the government and the press (at any point intime in society) is usually a reflection of the relationship between the government and the citizens (Siebert, 1952.)The former, no doubt, is a very important evaluative component of political communication which is becoming a growing field of communication studies. However, this area, in relation to .. Nigerian military govemments, has not received enough academic attention. This is a major ' . gap the bridging of which this study attempts to contibute to
1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The objective of every study or research work is basically to discover new facts, gather information and then suggest where necessary solution to problems and discuss ways of preventing such occurrences in future. Due to the nature of this regime and the circumstances that led to its inception, the media needed to maintain creditability so as to foster justice, unity and progress which every Nigerian longed for. The objectives of this work is to know how free the media fared during the periods in question in order to render its services ad eh watchdog of the society.
The study is to ascertain the relationship between the media and Abacha regime was it healthy or unhealthy? The effect that the relationship had on the profession in particular and the security in general.
In researching in to this topic I will be able to bring together and analyze vital facts on the facts on the problems and propose ways to solve the problem as it affects journalistic profession in the country.
1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The significance of this study is to highlight the fate of the journalist under military role and the consequent effects of this on the journalism profession.
However, the study will sere as insight for military role and possibly build up their strong will towards the profession.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
There are question that were asked to help provided answers to this work the Nigerian media under military regime.
The research questions in this study are:
1. Did the military government impose any restriction on the media?
2. To what extent did the media exercise its freedom under military regime?
3. Between military and civilian government which one ensure the free form of information?
4. Was Abacha era worse that his predecessors in terms of government/media relationship
5. Did the media help to stop military dictatorship in this country.
1.5 RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS
Hi: Military regime imposed server hindrances to information dissemination.
Ho: Military regime did not imposed server hindrances to information dissemination.
H2: The media had total freedom under military regime
Ho: The media had no total freedom under military regime
H3: Abacha’s tenor was better than other military regime in terms of government /media relationship
Ho: Abacha’s tenor was worse than other military regime in terms of government /media relationship
1.6 CONCEPTUAL DEFINITIONS
Mass media: Newspaper, printed publication, radio and television usually issued daily
Dictatorship – Having authority over the people/thing.
Performance – The act of doing something.
Practicing journalism- Somebody who works for the media and has training and qualification in journalism or mass communication.
Era- the period during which one is in authority
Operational definitions
Mass media- Total number of media stations sampled for this study
Dictatorship – Total average scored or responded to questions addressing Abacha military dictatorship towards mass media.
Performance- total average scores drawn from the questions which were used to text variables.
Practicing journalist – the aggregate number of journalist who make up the population for the study feed its public with anything to make it up for flow.
1.7 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
This study is limited to certain media publication as it deals with the Nigeria media under military regime. (Abacha tenor) even though the other tenors before Abacha treated our journalist in the same way.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 THE CONCEPT OF PRESS FREEDOM
 2.1.1 The Origin 
Although the modern press began in Relgium in 1605 (Altschull, 1984 :3) and Sweden is generally believed to be the first country in the world to constitutionally enshrine press freedom (Moemeka, 1978), the idea of the freedom of the press first evolved as a component of the libertarian social philosophy which originated in England after the Revolution of 1688. (Siebert, Peterson and Schramm, 1956:42).
Between the early 1920s when the first English "newsbook" and "corantos" appeared in London (Harris, 1978:83) and the 1688 political side-lining of the British monarchy, authoritarianism both as political and press philosophies reigned supreme. Under the authoritarian system of the tune: truth was conceived to be not the product of the great mass of people, but of a few wise men who were in position to guide and direct their fellows. Thus, truth was thought to be centered (sic.) near the center of power. The press therefore functioned from the top down. The rulers of the time used the press to inform the people of what the rulers thought they should know and the policies the rulers tho1,.1ght they should support. (Siebert et. al., 1956:2) The monarch ( or government) had absolute power and contrai over ownership, content and use of the mass media. Criticism of the political machinery and officials in power through the mass media was forbidden. The press existed chiefly to support and advance the policies of the government in power and to service the state (Siebert et. al., 1956: 9-27) and therefore had no freedom. By 1688, with the overthrow of monarchical authoritarianism in Britain however, libertarianism as a political arid press system took over, and with it the concept of press freedom. The libertarians believe that man is a thinking, independent and rational animal, capable of deciding between the good and the bad and between the good and the better when faced with alternative choices. As expounded by Siebert et. al. (1956:3) under libertarianism:
[ m ]an is no longer conceived àf as a dependent being [ as in ·the authoritarian system] to be lèd and directed, but rather as a rational being able to discern between truth and falsehood, between a better and worse alternative, when faced with conflicting evidence and alternative choices. Truth is no longer conceived of as the property of power, rather, the right to · search for truth is one of the inalienable natural rights of man ... And the press .is conceived ofas a partner in the search for · truth. · The three authors (1956:3) fu1ther underline the basis of press freedom at evolution under libertarianism thus: In libertarian theory, the press is not an instrument of government, but rath_er a device for presenting evidence and arguments on the basis of which the people can check on govermnent and make up their minds as to policy. Therefore it is imperative that the press be free from government contrai and influence. In order for truth to emerge, all ideas must get a fair hearing; there must be a "free market place" ofideas and information. Minorities as well as majorities, the weak as well as the strong must have access to the press ... There are other major ingredients.of press freedom at evolûtion under libertarianism. One is the assumption of the presenœ ofa multiplicity of voices on public issues at all tunes (Siebert, et. al. :50-52). Another is the absence of state control in the operations of the news media in line with the laissez faire private enterprise doctrine or philosophical foundation of capitalism (Schiller, 1986) And yrit another is the emphasis on financial. independence of the press (Oso, 1988). McQuail (1987: 115-116) summarises the basic characteristics of the press and its freedom under libertarianism as follows:
'" Publication shoµld be free from any prior censorship by any third party; The act of publication and distribution should be open to a persan or group without permit or licence; Attack on any government official or political party ( as distinct from attacks on private individuals or treason and breaches of security) should not be punishable, even after the event; There should be no compulsion to publish anything; - Publication of' e1Tor' is protected equally with that of truth in matters of opinion and belief; - No restriction should be placed on the collection, by legal means, ofinformation for publication; There should be no _restriction on export or import or sending or receiving (messages) across national frontiers; - Journalists should be able to claim a considerable degree of professional autonomy within their organisation. From the listed qualities, press freedom at its genesis was based on the notion that individuals should be free to publish in the news or mass media (press) whatever they like without interference from governrnent or from other persans or groups. This freedom was seen as an extension of other freedoms, particularly that of free speech and as a palladium for ail civil, political and religious rights: Being also a concomitant of commercial freedom, having evolved under a capitalist setting, it was closely associated with ca~italist social organisation. Hence, it also implied property rights, i.e. the right to profitably own and use media production and facilities (Omwanda, 1990-91 :29-30). This notion of press freedom shaped the constitutional .
and legal paradigm of press freedom in the United States as contain~d in the First Amendment to her constitution (US 1791 Bill of Rights). It equally served as the foundation for press freedom in all capitalist liberal democraèi~s. 
2.1.2 Contemporary Notions of Press Freedom in various socio-political Systems 
Although press freedom evolved in a capitalist liberal democracy, i.e. England under libertarianism (as part of the parliamentary and congressional or presidential systems based on individual liberty and private enterprise -U gboajah, 1987: l3 3 ), the term now generally denotes a fundamental human right ta gather, hold, publish or disseminate infonnation and opinions through the news media without let or hinderance. The perception and interpretation ofthis right however differ from country to country, from socio- political system to socio-political system and from one type of govemment to another type. The freedom of the press, Ogunade (1981: 17) has observed: has a protean face, capable ofchange, and readily assuming different shapes in different countr.ies. Olav STOKIŒ (1971 :3) has also made it clear that: while it is easy enough to propound idealistically the principle that freedom of sp·eech and press is close to the central meaning of al! liberty, it is not so easy to establish a universal criteria for the application of such a principle. In spi te of this reality, media scholars have attempted to provide general theoretical bases for the understanding of the concept in relation ta each nation. Tl:e earliest ofthese attempts was from Siebert, Peterson and Schramm who in 1956 provided the Four Theories of the Press.
Based on the general assumption that the press is controlled by social and political structures and viewing the effects of the structures on the press in tenns of constraints or freedom, the three au th ors put forward four broad "theories" or systems for classifying the nations of the world in relation to their attitude to freedom of the press. They believe that the different national press systems could be classified under the àuthoritarian, libèrtaiian, social responsibility and Soviet- communist concepts of what the press should be and do (Ogunade, 1981: 18). The four systems, in summary, are as follows: Authoritarian-Under an authoritarian system, the press may be privately owned but through negative constraints such as licenses, patents or censorship, the government exercises total control. The purpose of the press is ta support the aims of the government.. Libertarian -·under the system, anyone who can afford it may operate a communication medium and say whatever he likes, except perhaps for persona! libels, obscenities and the like. The purpose of the press is ta infonn, entertain, discover truth and check on govemment. Social Responsibility-Under the system, ownership is chiefly private unless govemment has to take over to insure public service. Everyone who has something to say can use the media. The chiefpurpose of the press is to raise conflict to the plane of discussion and the press must assume obligation of social responsibility. · Soviet -Communist- Under the system, ownership is public but govemment controls the media through surveillance and economic or political action. Only loyal and orthodox party members canuse the media The chief purpose of the press is to contribute to the success and continuance of the socialist system.
Following from Siebert et al's four"theories" of the press, media scholars - have tended to view most developing countries, particularly African nations, as operating the authoritarian and the Soviet-Communist press systems. Hachten, (1971:44-47) a scholar oftheAfiican media, for example, finds the authoritarian and Soviet-Communist models of the press most appropriate for classifying the press of most Afiican countries. He however made some modifications and refinements ta suit theAfrican situation, such as the removal ofMarxist ideolo!:,,y from the Soviet-Communist mode! in order to corne up with what he.calls a l'neo-communist mode! of the press." Two additional theories have also emerged after the four theories. These are the democratic - participant media theory and the d~velopment media theor'y. Current efforts at providing theoretical underpimüngs for the understanding of press freedom have shifted ta analysing individu al countries from the perspective of their socio-political system. In this vein, media scholars have divided the various countries of the world into three: (1) the capitalist liberal democracies ofNorthAmerica and Western Europe or 'the developed world', (li) the socialist world, and (ni) the developing or Third World'. While the developed and the socialist worlds are perceived as operating the social responsibility and the Soviet-Communist variants of press freedom respectively, the developing or Third World is said to be operating the dev_elopment-media or developmenHournalism variety. The term development-media/journalism first cropped up around 1967 to define a notion of joumalism according to which reporting of events of national and internation~I significance should be constructive, in the sen se that it contributes posiFively ta the development of tlie country concemed (Kunczik, 1988: 83 ). It advocates positive functions for the news media to further national development, promote political and cultural autonomy and allow for participatory communication structures which enable grassroots involvement in media production and management. Ta the extent that development is the main aim of the 'Third World', journalists are supposed ta subordinate their freedoms to the pursuit of developmental goal. (Omwanda, 1990-91:29-30) Although arguing mainly against media imperialism and unrestricted importation and use of foreign ( mostly American) media fare or content by developing countries, Okunna ( 1990: 14 3) has opined that: in the less developed countries, infringements 9n the press are not just obvious but glarin~. The concept of developmental journalism, she notes: has become accepted ail over the developing world, and is being used by governments to 'justify' their control of the press ... According to her: Developmentaljournalism is accepted as a justification for press contrai even amongjournalists who are at the receiving end of such contrais as government censorship .. A recent survey of African newspaper editors showed that opposition to censorship in general was not strang with almost two thirds of the editors agreeing that government should ensure that the media assist in national development. (Also see Roser and Brown, 1986: 116)
In responseto constant and stringent criticisms ofserious violations ofthefreedom of the press by goverrunents of developing countries, 'Third World' studies, political leaders and some journalists insist that because of the glaring need for rapid socio-economic development and national integration or cohesion in the developing countries, developing countries' news media differ from th ose of the other two socio-political systems in their basic functions which are to promote social stability and development (Omwanda, 1990-91 :24). As succinctly expressed by Altschull (1984:296): · to the struggling, insecure nations of the advancing world [his preference for 'developing'or 'Third World']abstract principles of press freedom are less important than the viability oftheir nations. Kenyanjournalist and publisher, Hilary Ng'weno, (1968) puts it more graphically when he says: The challenge to the press in young countries is the challenge oflaying down the foundation upon which :fi.Jture freedoms will thrive ... [ A ]nyone who has lived or travelled widely in . Africa, Asia or Latin America cannot fail to be appalled at the enormous amount of poverty, illiteracy and disease that are to be found everywhere. Under some of the conditions in which Asians, Africans and Latin Americans live, it would be sacrilegious to talk about press freedom, for freedom !oses meaning when human survival is the only imperative principle on which a people lives. In spite of the prevalence ofthese seemingly lofty 'defences' or explanations for development journalism or theo1y of press freedom in developing countries howevèr, cri tics of press freedom suppression in the socio-political system, particularly in African countries, are not impressed. Many of them con tend that curbing press freedom is not the panacea for socio-political stability.
2.1.2 THE RELATIONSHIPBETWEEN MEDIA STRUCTURE AND SOCIO-POLITICAL STRUCTURE 
The mass media do not exist in isolation of the society in which they operate. They form an integral part ofit and are therefore influenced by events occurring there. (Atta, 1992:7). A . . correlation exists between the role of the press and the value system and organisation of a particular society. Studies in nonnative media theories have established that the press is a social institution. They have established that it is inextricably tied to the apron-~tring of the prevailing political philosophy and that its function and character differ according to the political, economic, social and cultural stmctures [broadly the social-political syste111] wherein it operates. (U gboajah, 1987:132). Accordingto Siebert. et. al. (1956:1-2): the press always takes on the fonn and coloration of the social and political structures within which it operates. Especially, it reflects the system qf social contrai, whereby the relations of individuals and institutions are adjusted.
2.3 THE MILITARY IN GOVERNANCE 
There have been a lot of debate on the suitability or otherwise of the military for govemance. Three conflictihg viewpoints are discernible from the debate. One school of thought perceives the military, by definition and tradition, as an apolitical, institutionally conservative force virtually m:itrained in the tactics, strategies and complexities of civilian rule and political management. . . Scholars who hold this view includeLienwen, Hungtington, Nun, Bienen, Welch, Price and Zolberg (Odetola (1982), Isamuko (1988)). This viewpoint is in line with the Western _ conception of the professional soldier being a subordinate to and subject to civilian control. The second school ofthought sees popular revolution as the only means of effecting development and reforrn and perceives the military as an obstacle to this process in developing nations. Those associated with this view include Muray, Nim and Patras (Odetola (1982), Isamuko (1988)). The third viewpoint acknowledges the military or military politicians as the best, the most thorough-going and perhaps the only reliable managers of social change paticularly in 'praetorian societies'. ( A praetorian society is a society characterised by the absence of a basic consensus and in which the social forces "confront each other nakedly'' -Huntington, 1968: 196). In such societies, the militaiy is said to be engaged in 'praetorian politics' and to offer an olive branch a& the best group that can provide the needed progressive government, political order and stability. ("The 'praetorian politics' of the military is found in all situations where the military ' . . . . . class ofa given society exercises independent power by virtue of an actual orthreatened use of force" -Perlmutter, 1977:89). Those associated with this viewpoint include Halpern, Pye, Shils, Johnson and Lefever. These Western political theorists perceive Third World countries, particularlythose off ropical Africa, between the 1960s and the early 1970s as such praetorian societies and assumed the military to have praetorian influence in them. Lefever (1970:20- 21 ), for èxample, paints his perceived picture of the African military of the period thus: . African annies tend to be the most detribalised, westernized, integrated and cohesive institutions in their respective states. The anny is usually the most disciplined agency in the state. It often enjoys a gre~ter sense of national identity than other · institutions. In technical skills, including the capacity ta coerce and communicate, the anny is the.most modernised agency in the country. In relation to politics, Halpern (1962:74) also submits on Third World armies as follows: In civilian politics, corruption, nepotism and bribery loomed . much larger. Within the army, a sense of national missio~ transcending parochial, regional or economic interests or kingship ties seemed to be much more clearly defined than anywhere else in society. These portraits ofThird World andAfrican 'political' àrmies as progressive and veritable modemising agents over and above civilian politicians have however been invalidated by critical scholars who hold that all the ills that pervade Third World's civil politics also characterise . militàry rule. Randall and Theobald (1985 :76-77), for instance, note that the theory of the unified military is.a_myth. They perceive as "fundamentally Wec!,k" any approach which regards the military: as in some way insulated [from] or above the banalities . ofroùtine social and politiçal life. · · According tè> them: ·. a good deal of evide~ce indi~at_es that broader societal · conflicts and divisions are in one way or another reflected · · or refracted withiq the military. While admitting that: · the degr_ee to which this is the casé will vaiy from country to country, · and citing the examples ofNigeria and U ganda, they submit that: [TJropical Africa fumishes the readiest examples of deep rooted societal divisions manïfesting themselves withiri the · · military establishments ... In contrast to the army -.as - modernising - agent theory, Randall and Theobald also contend that as in civilian politics, sectarianism, personalism, parochialism, factionalism, . . corruption and other vices equally predominate within Third World's ruling military elite. After ·_ analysing in graphie quantitative details the exèesses of military rule in numerous Third World . . - . . _ countries in TroJ?ical Africa; Latin America and Asia, they conçlude (p, 85) that: · ... the military is by no· means. immune to seciarianism, · factionalism, personalism and self-enrichment, effectively · the ra_rrge of excesses which the soldiershave habituaily laid at the door of thé civilian politicians when they have removed them from office
· The preponderance of these vices within the military, they say (p. 77) seem to call to question one of the fundamental assumptions of thosè who have proposed the military as an agent of modernity; that the rnilitary is a uni:fied, rationally co-ordinated organisation. 
2.3.1 The Nature of Militàry Rule 
Irrespective of the contending views on the desirability or otherwise of the military in govemance, ce1tain characteristics are inherent in militaryrule. One of the most important of these elements is autocracy or absolutism. Arnilitary regime is, first and foreinost, an autocratie regime. As expounded by Nwabueze (1992:3): · . A successful military coup [ which usuaIIy brings a military regime to power] overthrows both the govemment and the Constitution unde.r which the government is established, replacing them with new ones. The military government ~stablished followinga military coup is an absolute one, with · unlimited powers, Its authority is supreme. Where a formai constitution is established, it is subject to the absolute and supreme power of the military government The military govemment is the source :from which such a constitution derives its authority, and at whose sufferance it must operate. This is the reverse of the position in a constitutional democracy where the government is the creation of, and derives its powers :from the constitution. Another important attribute of military rule is Jack o~legitimacy. A rnilitary govemment shoots itself to power. · The basis of the military govemment'sabsolute power is, of course, force ... It rules by the '.barrel of the gun,' not by the people's consent ... In so far as the authority which a military government exercises is not an emanation from. the people's constituent power1 amilitary government lacks legitimacy. (Nwabuèze, 1992:5)
2.4 MILITARY GOVERNMENTS AND THE PRESS 
Control of the press is often one of the top priorities of military revolutionaries inunediately aftertaking over a civilian govemment. Bowen (1989), an American journalist, has noted, perhaps with a touch of exaggeration, that the first thing for the leaders of a military coup d' etat in Third World countries to do is to take over the news media and shut them down. Speaking in the same vein and in respect of Africa, Paul A.V. Ansah (19_91) also submitted that: military regimes, ... almost always impose censorship as a matter of routine, especially at the beginning of their administration. That military govemments on assuming power and throughout the duration of their rule aiways limit the freedom of the press is beyond question. Anumber ofreasons have been advanced for this disposition and practice by military rulers. One of such reasons ïs the autocratie nature of the milita1y. As explained by "an enlightened militaiy govemor" in Nigeria (see Jakande, 1979: 113): [b]y training, soldiers are not used to having their orders questioned, much less disobeyed. When an officer asks a soldier to jump up so as to find out from which direction an enemy shot is coming, the latter has to obey, knowing that he might get killed in the process. There is no room for questioning the wisdon or morality of the order. Therefore, when sol di ers in governmeni found their actions being queried on the pages ofnewspapers or on radio or television, their instinctive reaction was to order the cri tic to be brought to therri. This autocratie nature of the military seems to incline officers and men of the armed forces to a totalitarian view of govenunent. Beyond the authoritarian character of the military however, the strict regimentation and sometimes repression of the press during military rule can also, possibly, be explained by military govenunents' fear of the press. Évidence exists to suggest that in spi te of their outward bravado, military rulers inwardly fear the press. The great Emperor N apoleon Bonaparte, one of the greatest soldiers and military rulers ofall times, was quoted to have said that he would rather face a battalion of sol di ers than be opposed by one newspaper. (See J akande (1975) and Onagoruwa (1977)). This same legendary military ruler is also in print to have said that: four hostile newspapers are more to be feared than a thousand bayonet. (SeeNapoleon I: Maxims. cf. Agbese, 1987:9) If we accept the postulate that military rulers fear a free press, the next logical question is "why?" One possible reason could again be found in the autocratie and close nature of the military which is antithetic to the democratic and open culture of a free press and society. Another possible reaso~ in respect of A:fiican military governments, èan be found in Ogbondah's thesis (1994:20)


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	Introduction
In this chapter, we would describe how the study was carried out.
3.2	Research design
Research design is a detailed outline of how an investigation took place. It entails how data is collected, the data collection tools used and the mode of analyzing data collected (Cooper & Schindler (2006). This study used a descriptive research design. Gill and Johnson (2002) state that a descriptive design looks at particular characteristics of a specific population of subjects, at a particular point in time or at different times for comparative purposes. The choice of a survey design for this study was deemed appropriate as Mugenda and Mugenda (2003) attest that it enables the researcher to determine the nature of prevailing conditions without manipulating the subjects.
Further, the survey method was useful in describing the characteristics of a large population and no other method of observation can provide this general capability. On the other hand, since the time duration to complete the research project was limited, the survey method was a cost effective way to gather information from a large group of people within a short time. The survey design made feasible very large samples and thus making the results statistically significant even when analyzing multiple variables. It allowed for many questions to be asked about a given topic giving considerable flexibility to the analysis. Usually, high reliability is easy to obtain by presenting all subjects with a standardized stimulus; observer subjectivity is greatly eliminated. Cooper and Schindler (2006) assert that the results of a survey can be easily generalized to the entire population..
3.3	Research settings
This study was carried out in THIS DAY newspaper in Abuja Nigeria.
3.4	Sources of Data
The data for this study were generated from two main sources; Primary sources and secondary sources. The primary sources include questionnaire, interviews and observation. The secondary sources include journals, bulletins, textbooks and the internet.
3.5	Population of the study
A study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description (Udoyen, 2019). The population of the study were all staff of THIS DAY newspaper, Abuja.
3.6	Sample size determination
A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen: 2019). In this study, A total of 120 respondents were purposively selected by the researcher.
3.8	Instrumentation 
This is a tool or method used in getting data from respondents. In this study, questionnaires and interview are research instruments used. Questionnaire is the main research instrument used for the study to gather necessary data from the sample respondents. The questionnaire is structured type and provides answers to the research questions and hypotheses therein.
This instrument is divided and limited into two sections; Section A and B. Section A deals with the personal data of the respondents while Section B contains research statement postulated in line with the research question and hypothesis in chapter one. Options or alternatives are provided for each respondent to pick or tick one of the options.
3.9	Reliability
[bookmark: _bookmark61]The researcher initially used peers to check for consistence of results. The researcher also approached senior researchers in the field. The research supervisor played a pivotal role in ensuring that consistency of the results was enhanced. The instrument was also pilot tested.
3.10	Validity
Validity here refers to the degree of measurement to which an adopted research instrument or method represents in a reasonable and logical manner the reality of the study (Udoyen, 2019). Questionnaire items were developed from the reviewed literature. The researcher designed a questionnaire with items that were clear and used the language that was understood by all the participants. The questionnaires were given to the supervisor to check for errors and vagueness.
3.11	Method of Data Collection 
The data for this study was obtained through the use of questionnaires administered to the study participants. Observation was another method through which data was also collected as well as interview. Oral questioning and clarification was made.
3.12	Method of Data Analysis
The study employed the simple percentage model in analyzing and interpreting the responses from the study participants while the hypothesis was tested using chi-square.
3.13	Ethical consideration
The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of One hundred and twenty (120) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which 100 were returned. The analysis of this study is based on the number returned.
4.1	DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	60
	60%

	Female
	40
	40%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	70
	70%

	Muslim
	30
	30%

	Age
	
	

	18-25
	00
	00%

	26-30
	15
	15%

	31-40
	29
	29%

	45 +
	56
	56%

	Family Economic Status
	
	

	Very High
	24
	24%

	High
	32
	32%

	Very Low
	21
	21%

	Low
	23
	23%


Source: Field Survey, 2021
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1:   Did the military government impose any restriction on the media?
Table 4.2: Respondent on question 1
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	78
	78

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	22
	22

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 78 respondents constituting 78% said yes. While the remain 22 respondents constituting 22% were undecided. There was no record for no.
Question 2: To what extent did the media exercise its freedom under military regime??
Table 4.3: Respondent on question 2
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High extent
	60
	60

	No extent
	19
	19

	Undecided
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 60 respondents constituting 60% said high extent. 19 respondents constituting 19% said no extent. While the remain 21 respondents constituting 21% were undecided.
Question 3: Between military and civilian government which one ensure the free form of information??
Table 4.4: Respondent on question 3
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	civilian government
	56
	56

	military 
	21
	21

	Undecided
	23
	23

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 56 respondents constituting 56% said civilian government. 21 respondents constituting 21% said military . While the remain 23 respondents constituting 23% were undecided.
Question 4: Was Abacha era worse that his predecessors in terms of government/media relationship?
Table 4.5: Respondent on question 4
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High
	61
	61

	Low
	17
	17

	Undecided
	22
	22

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 61 respondents constituting 61% said high. 17 respondents constituting 17% said low. While the remain 22 respondents constituting 22% were undecided.
Question 5: Did the media help to stop military dictatorship in this country?
Table 4.6: Respondent on question 5
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	60
	60

	No
	20
	20

	Undecided
	20
	20

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 60 respondents constituting 60% said yes. 20 respondents constituting 20% said no. While the remain 20 respondents constituting 20% were undecided.
HYPOTHESIS ONE
Ho1: Military regime imposed server hindrances to information dissemination.
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	78
	33.33
	44.67
	1,995.4089
	43.688

	No
	00
	33.33
	-33.33
	-1,110.8889
	-33.33

	Undecided
	22
	33.33
	-11.33
	-128.3689
	-6.85

	Total
	100
	
	
	
	3.508


Source: Extract from Contingency Table
　　X2 = ∑ (fo – fe)2/fe = 3.508
Fe=  78+0+22        =   33.33              	        
3	
　　Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)
			    			(3-1) (2-1)
			   			(2)  (1)
			      			 = 2
At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.
Findings
The calculated X2 = 3.508 and is less than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision
Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 3.508 is less  than 5.991, the alternate hypothesis which states that the Military regime imposed server hindrances to information dissemination is rejected and the null hypothesis which states that the Military regime did not imposed server hindrances to information dissemination is accepted.
Hypothesis Two
The media had total freedom under military regime
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	60
	33.33
	32.67
	1,067.3289
	32.023

	No
	19
	33.33
	-14.33
	-205.3489
	-6.161

	Undecided
	21
	33.33
	-12.33
	-152.0289
	-4.561

	Total
	100
	
	
	
	21.3


Source: Extract from Contingency Table
X2 = ∑ (fo – fe)2/fe = 21.3
Fe=  60+19+21        =   33.33
              	                3	
Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)
			    			(3-1) (2-1)
			   			(2)  (1)
			      			 = 2
At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.
Findings
The calculated X2 = 21.3 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision
Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 21.3 is greater than 5.991, the alternate hypothesis which states that The media had total freedom under military regime is rejected and the null hypothesis which states that The media had no total freedom under military regime is accepted.
Hypothesis Three
Abacha’s tenor was better than other military regime in terms of government /media relationship
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	56
	33.33
	22.67
	513.9289
	18.23

	No
	21
	33.33
	-12.33
	-152.0289
	-4.561

	Undecided
	23
	33.33
	-10.33
	-106.7089
	-3.201

	Total
	100
	
	
	
	11.63


Source: Extract from Contingency Table
X2 = ∑ (fo – fe)2/fe = 11.63
Fe=  56+21+23        =   33.33
              	   3	
Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)
			    			(3-1) (2-1)
			   			(2)  (1)
			      			 = 2
At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.
Findings
The calculated X2 = 11.63 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision
Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 11.63 is greater than 5.991, the alternate hypothesis which states that Abacha’s tenor was better than other military regime in terms of government /media relationship is accepted and the null hypothesis which states that Abacha’s tenor was better than other military regime in terms of government /media relationship is rejected.


CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	CONCLUSION
In this study, our focus was to carryout  a critical analysis of the Nigeria media under the military rule. The study specifically was aimed at ascertaining the media under Abacha’s regime in Nigeria. 
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 100 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are staff in THIS DAY newspaper in Abuja.
Based on the findings, that Abacha’s tenor was not better than other military regime in terms of government /media relationship.
It also revealed that The media had no total freedom under military regime.
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Questionnaire
Section A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender
Male [  ]	Female [  ]
Age 
18-25	[  ]
20-30	[  ]
31-40	[  ]
41 and above [  ]
Educational level
WAEC	[  ]
BSC/HND	[  ]
MSC/PGDE	[  ]
PHD		[  ]
Others……………………………………………….. (please indicate)

Section B
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1:   Did the military government impose any restriction on the media?
	Options
	Frequency

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



Question 2: To what extent did the media exercise its freedom under military regime?
	Options
	Frequency

	High extent
	

	No extent
	

	Undecided
	



Question 3: Between military and civilian government which one ensure the free form of information??
	Options
	Frequency

	civilian government
	

	military 
	

	Undecided
	



Question 4: Was Abacha era worse that his predecessors in terms of government/media relationship?
	Options
	Frequency

	High
	

	Low
	

	Undecided
	


Question 5: Did the media help to stop military dictatorship in this country?
	Options
	Frequency

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	




