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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is aimed at having an empirical investigation into the menace of herdsmen banditry attacks on Nigeria Churches. Survey research design and convenience sampling method was employed for the study. 200 respondent who are residents of Kaduna South Local Government in Kaduna State were purposively selected which forms the population for the study. Using questionnaire as an instrument, 189 were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analysed using frequencies and tables  which provided answers to the research question. Findings from the study revealed the herdsmen banditry attack has cause a great deal of harm to Christian communities ranging from bombing their worship centres, raiding their markets, burning their houses , razing their farmlands, kidnapping and killing them to mention but a few. the study therefore recommends that, Government should stop politicizing the open grazing which is one of the triggering factors that fuel this menace and also the security operatives should be empowered on finding strategies that will help them curb this menace since this is appearing to be ethno-religious in nature before it gets out of hand.  

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
From the dawn of the 21st century with a terrible acceleration in recent years, there has been a continued increase in verified reporting of the killings, rapes, mutilations and abductions of Christians in Nigeria. Houses, churches, towns, and agricultural fields are often set on fire during these assaults. In the first six months of 2020, 1,202 Nigerian Christians were killed, according to a July 15, 2020 headline (Samuel S 2020 cited NGO report 2020). This comes on top of the 11,000 Christians killed since June 2015(Premium Times 2015). Experts and and observers are now warning of a progressive genocide as a result of the attack as this appears to be a "slow-motion war" specifically targeting Christians and churches in the Northeast states of Nigeria.
Religiously, in Nigeria the population is approximately 53 percent Muslim and 47 percent Christian—including both Protestants and Catholics. The Muslim community is primarily located in the country's northern states, while the Christians generally reside farthersouth. But both religious groups are scattered across the land(AESS journal 2006).
The Fulani in Nigeria are a part of the Peul, or Fula, ethnic group, which has existed in some form for thousands of years (Iro, 1994). Fulani are more than 20 million in Africa today, and the largest community in the tribe is located in Nigeria, where they make up one of the nation’s largest ethnic groups (Abass, 2012). The Fula people are almost solely Muslim, having converted to Islam from their traditional belief system in the 1500s, and most Fulani maintain a semi-nomadic lifestyle, earning them the appellation of “Fulani herdsmen (Burton, 2016)
The attacks by Fulani herdsmen have in recent years taken more sophisticated dimensions with the use of new types of weapons and communication devices. In consequence, the sedentary agrarian communities have resorted to self-defense through local vigilante groups (Abass 2012; McGregor 2014). This has further aggravated violence, with destruction of lives and properties. Nte (2016) argued that most of the very violent conflicts and banditry crisis triggered by Fulani Herdsmen occurred in the middle-belt of Nigeria in general and Plateau, Benue and Taraba States in particular of mostly attacked are christain communities. In the case of Benue State there have been highly devastating conflicts that have claimed so many lives and properties engendered by Fulani Herdsmen in communities of local government areas such as Agatu, Guma, Gwer West, Makurdi, Kwande, Katsina-Ala and Loggo. The communal conflicts orchestrated by Fulani herdsmen in Benue State had claimed the lives of more than 5000 victims in the first half in the year 2014 (Nte, 2016).
However, the recent banditry attacks on the South East and South Western part of Nigeria by Fulani herdsmen on their hosting community(mostly Christian communities) in Ekiti, Osun, Oyo, Ogun and Ondo States called for proactive actions as many souls were brutally murdered , churches burnt and landed properties, like vegetative, totally destroyed by this marauding Fulani herdsmen.Hence it is on this note that this study seek to examine the menace of fulani herdsmen banditry attack on Nigeria Churches.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The frequent banditry attacks on christian communities and their farmlands these days by herdsmen is terribly alarming. Attesting to this fact,several studies avers that previously the herdsmen were known to wreak havoc in certain communities in Nigeria, but now the rate at which they are committing these crimes has increased exponentially. This threatens the peace, security and unity of the nation as one geographical entity and will retard growth and development in all spheres of people’s lives. In the heat of the herdsmen attacks in what has appeared to be not just recklessness but also a “religious cold war” between Muslim and Christian.Initially, Fulani violence against Christians was attributed to climate change. It has been widely reported that due to drought and the receding of pastures for their flocks, desperate Fulani migrant herders began to confiscate land on which to graze their animals. However, due to ever-increasing evidence of rampant bloodshed, outrageous brutality, and Islamist chants and declarations during attacks, the Fulani marauders’ jihadist intentions have been exposed.However it is against this backdrop that this study seek to do an empirical investigation on the menace of Fulani herdsmen attacks on Nigeria Churches.
1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The purpose of this study is aimed at having an empirical investigation into the menace of herdsmen banditry attacks on Nigeria Churches. Specifically this study seek to find out the different form or ways by which herdsmen attacks their host Christain communities. The study also seek to find out if the motive behind the herdsmen attack on churches is religious. It will also investigated the frequency of herdsmen banditry attacks on Churches in Nigeria.

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTION

The research is guided by the following questions

In what ways do herdsmen attacks their host Christian communities?
Do you think the motive behind the herdsmen attack on churches is religious?
Do you think the frequency of herdsmen attack on churches is high?’
What is the extent of the damages carried out by herdsmen attack on Nigeria Churches?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study will be relevant to the general public especially those christian communities which are facing banditry attacks by herdsmen and enlighten them on the need to be alert and self-defensive in their disposition in the absence of quick response from security agencies. This study will also be significant to security agents in Nigeria on the need to be exposed (by way of periodic training) to globally tenable practices and know-how of counter-banditry strategies.It will heighten the awareness of government on the urgent need to come up with credible and implementable policies to curb the incessant attacks on churches and christian. Finally it will contribute to the body of knowledge and give room for further studies.
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study is aimed at having an empirical investigation into the menace of herdsmen banditry attacks on Nigeria Churches. However the study is delimited to Kaduna South Local government area in Kaduna State.
1.7 LIMITATION OF STUDY
In the course of this study, the researcher encountered few factors that posed to be a limitation. These include financial and time constrain
Financial constraint- Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).
Time constraint- The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.
1.8 Operational Definitions
Menace:something that threatens to cause evil, harm, injury, etc.; a threat · 2. a person whose actions, attitudes, or ideas are considered 
Herdsmen: Herdsmen or Fulani pastoralists are nomadic or semi-nomadic whose primary occupation is raising livestock.
Banditry: Banditry is a type of organized crime committed by outlaws typically involving the threat or use of violence. A person who engages in banditry is known as a bandit and primarily commits crimes such as extortion, robbery, and murder, either as an individual or in groups.
Church: church is a a building for public meant for Christian worship.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework
2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Herdsmen 

Fulani herdsmen or Fulani pastoralist according to Wikipedia (2018) are nomadic or semi nomadic Fulani herders whose primary occupation is raising livestock. The pure Fulani pastoralist engages in random movement of cattle while the semi- nomadic makes transhumance migration and return to their camps or homes. Herdsmen according to (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017 p.8) can be “perceived as people who are simply inconstant search for greener pastures for feeding their herds”. Farmer An individual whose primary job function involves livestock and / or agriculture. A farmer takes all the necessary steps to ensure that he/she raises and then sells the items to purchasers (Business Dictionary.com 2018).

CAUSES OF HERDSMEN AND FARMERS CRISIS IN NIGERIA 

Traditional Institution Factor 

The causes of Farmers and Herdsmen crisis in Nigeria and particularly in Benue state according to Jibo (2014) is the allegation that some traditional rulers often collect money from Fulani pastoralists with the intention of allowing grazing activities within their domain. These arrangement are often unacceptable to the common farmers. The late Tor Tiv Alfred Akawe Torkula in his reacting on the killing of the Tiv farmers by herdsmen why speaking at Anyin, where he attended the Funeral of the Late Pa Undzuul Anyin ( his maternal uncle) the Tor Tiv thus stated: 

“He regretted the heavy loss of lives and properties as a result of Fulani attacks and Warm (sic) those particularly the chiefs who monetize certain portion of land with Fulani without the knowledge of the public to desist in doing so (Jibo 2014)”. 

The above view indicate clearly that the crisis between herdsmen and farmers crisis is attributed to the economic benefit of selling land to Fulani for grazing by the traditional rulers without involving their subjects. This development resulted to rejection by the local communities there by creating problems.

Demography / Climate Change 

Increase in the population of people across the country with little land left for farming and grazing of animals by both herdsmen and farmers is causing crisis. The then Governor of Benue state Suswan stated categorically as quoted in Jibo (2014) that: 

“the Fulani invasion have, …. Challenges that are very worrisome to all of us. Let me hasten to say that the Fulani invasion is not just peculiar to Benue. This invasion has assumed a national dimension and the government itself if (sic) very worried. I have made several reports of this to higher authorities for us to take action. You will recall that the Sultan has visited here up to three times on my invitation for us to address this issue together being himself head of the Fulani and the head of the Muslims in this country. He did very well. He was able to address this and put some people who up till now we interact with to address the problem of the invasion. But the problem has different dimension”. 

One is the fact that there is continues encroachment of the desert moving down. If you go beyond Plateau as you move even to Nasarawa State, you can notice desertification coming in. That reduces the availability of grasses for the animals and for a Fulani man he must necessarily feed the animal that now encroaches on farmers because the population has increased over the years. For instance in the 70s and 80s, the population that we now have was non – existence; so there was large availability of land for grazing. Now we are officially one hundred and sixty something unofficially we’re over two hundred millions. 

Families that you only had maybe ten people now you have about fifty people in those families so the land available for farming and grazing has reduced and so we necessarily need to do something to avoid conflict otherwise this conflict will continued. And it has assumed a very dangerous dimension where the Fulani would hire mercenaries to come and wipe out a whole village as we witnessed lately in four of our local governments, the latest being the one in Agatu which are still grappling with till date (Jibo, 2014). The increase in pressure resulting from resource degradation and scarcity is aggravating the situation of competition between farmers and pastoralists. In the areas where the two production systems interact, both communities are increasingly considering the option of expansion to each other’s holding. As a result, conflicts are getting recurrent and intensified in many parts of the country (Adelakun, Adurogbangba and Akinbile, 2015). Okoli and Atelhe (2014) relate the causes of conflict to the global climate change and the contenting desertification and aridity that reduced arable and grazing lands, forcing pastoralist to move southwards in search of pasture for their livestock. 

Cattle Rustling

Cattle Rustling Were known to have caused farmer – herder conflict. In every community, there are miscreants. Some of these have been caught stealing bulls and cows by the nomadic herders. These killings often enraged the host communities. 

Land Acquisition

Land acquisition by capitalist farmers Also exacerbates the upsurge of conflict as pastoralist can no longer find where to pass even to talk of where to stay ( Abbass, 2012 cited in Muhammed, Ismaila and Bibi, 2015; Adisa and Adekunle, 2010).

Contamination of Stream 

Contamination of Stream Is regarded as the source of conflict. The stream is the source of domestic water supply for most rural farming communities. The host community members believe that contamination of the stream leads to outbreak of cholera, typhoid fever and liver fluke. The nomadic herdsmen also allow their cattle to graze on fallow land continuously and over grazing emanates there from. This cause erosion on the plot of land thereby making it infertile and difficult to cultivate by farmers. 

Rape

Rape Is amajor cause of conflict which is a taboo to every society in the world and in particular in Africa. It is not taken lightly. The nomads who are singles, in a bid to satisfy their thirst for females fall into such temptations. 

Destruction of Crops 

There are also issues of nomads entering with their cattle in the farms of farmers and causing havoc to farm products like yam, rice etc. This usually result to conflicts between them.Indiscriminate bush burning also cause conflict among herdsmen and farmers because unharvest products of farmers are usually burn to ashes (Ofuoku and Isife 2009; Bello 2013 ; Adelakun, Adurogbangb and Akinbile, 2015)

Indigenization 

Okeke (2014) in his study attributed the indigenization claim of ownership of a place as a source of conflicts between herdsmen and farmers. He stated an example of conflict between the city – dwelling Hausa and Berom in Plateau state . According to him in the last few years the conflict spread to the rural areas and Fulani became the major enemies of the Berom. The conflict have become bloodier since 2001 to date. The same thing is attributed to Benue and Nasarawa States among others up till date with series of killings of human beings and wanton destruction of farm products and buildings. Aluaigba (2008)views the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen invasion of Benue State from the perspective of citizenship ideology. In recent times, questions have been raised in public discourses on the subject of citizenship in Nigeria. In particular, the issue of discrimination against Nigerians who live in places where they were not born or where their forefathers were not born has been perceived as a major cause of conflict. Consequently, the arrival of the HausaFulani Muslim herdsmen into Benue is perceived as reviving this old and unsettled rivalry between the indigene and the settler over socio-economic and environmental resources. The Nigerian Republic, like other African nations, has been blamed for its inability to accommodate the various ethnic groups that exist in the country. Nigeria’s post-colonial policies have instead caused further division, adding to the serious quarrels between its varied groups and leading to yet more violent conflict (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017). The law governing indigenization needs to be revisit by both the upper and lower chambers of the house to resolve friction and tension over indigenes and settlers at both the Federal and States government level in order to avoid crisis in Nigeria. 

Porosity of Nigerian boarders 

The porosity of Nigerian boarders is the cause of herdsmen and farmers crisis among other insecurity problems in Nigeria, many herdsmen that found their way in the country are discover to be from Mali, Chad and Niger etc. who hardly speaks pigging English nor Hausa as a spoken languages that are causing trouble in the country. The former Inspector General of Police, Solomon Arase also said that: “most of the herdsmen are not Nigerians. They are people from Mali and Chad who come into our system, that is why we have to be very careful, our borders are porous “(Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen 2017, and Ngbea and Ngbea, 2016). Nigerians borders needs to be tighten in order to avoid influx of foreigners in the country. 

Impunity and Nepotism 

Impunity and nepotism in Nigeria by the government of the day based on the statement credited by the Inspector General of Police Idris, when he was sent to Benue State by Nigerian President Buhari to investigate the killing of over 70 people in Guma and Logo Local Government Areas of the state on the 1st January, 2018 by suspected herdsmen. According to his interpretation, the crisis was a mere communal crisis – this did not go down well in a country with multiple religions and tribes. 

The public relation officer of the police Mr. Jimoh also threw discourteous words to the Governor of Benue State, Samuel Ortom when he called him a drowning man during his interview on Channels Television, he said in an apparent reference to the governor calling for the immediate resignation or sack of the IGP (Channels Television’s Sunrise Daily news at 10:oopm, 6th Feb; 2018 and Ahmed- Gamgum, 2018).

Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen (2017) in their research reports in Benue State says, while questions still remain unanswered about the types of sophisticated weapons used in Benue, the nature of the attacks and the atrocities committed have raised very serious concerns. The Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen deploy fear as a tactic and thus ensure that victims are traumatized in such a way that they do not wish to return to their homeland after fleeing. 

This was confirmed by interviews carried out among victims living in refugee camps in Gwer-West, Guma, Tarka, Ukum, Agatu and Logo. According to a community leader in Guma, the nature of the atrocities are chilling and HausaFulani Muslim herdsmen conduct them with arrogance and impunity. On 23 October 2017, the National President and Secretary of the Fulani socio-cultural association “Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore” called a press conference in Abuja, insisting that the convergence of herdsmen in the Benue valley between November and February every year is historical and inevitable. 

They claimed that the Anti-Open Grazing Law signed by Benue State Governor in May 2017 (and due to be implemented in November 2017) was therefore denying the herdsmen their legitimate rights as Nigerians. The association called on President Muhammad Buhari to stop the law, otherwise the herdsmen would have to defend their rights and their lifestyle. The uncertainty following this press conference has raised security concerns among local communities in Benue State. The current atmosphere suggests that the indications of ethnic cleansing based on religious affiliation are likely to become increasingly evident through further attacks targeting Christian communities (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017). The inaction of the Nigerian government towards Hausa-Fulani Muslim violence has allowed the culture of impunity to grow. 

In the absence of government security, some local communities decide to defend themselves against Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen attacks. Critics have blamed the government for using double standards. The government arrests, imprisons and prosecutes members of the indigenous people of Biafra. The government has deployed military forces against the Niger Delta Avengers. Yet, the government has refused to arrest or prosecute Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen. Instead, there appears to be a policy-framework underway to establish grazing fields for the herdsmen. The Minister of State for Agriculture and Rural Development, Heineken Lokpobiri, reaffirmed the government’s plans to establish cattle ranches as a lasting solution to prevent the frequent clashes between herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria. He spoke during a one-day public hearing organized by the Senate Committees on Agriculture, and National Security and Intelligence (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017).

Based on the above statement made by Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore (National President and Secretary of the Fulani Socio –Cultural Association), on the 1st of January, 2018 over 70 Tiv people including women and children were killed in Guma and Logo Local Government Areas of Benue State by suspected herdsmen and the NPSFSCA secretary has not been arrested for try and persecution by any of the security agencies in the country.

All these resulted to a call to defend yourselves against the invasion of Fulani herdsmen that is not only in Benue, but other states like Kaduna, Zamfara and Taraba among others at the organized maiden Taraba State University convocation on 24th of March, 2018 by T.Y Danjuma and some other stakeholders like the Emir of Birnin Gwari Axis of Kaduna Malam Zubairu Jibril Mail Gwari II in the country, which received an ill feeling by the government.

MENACE OF HERDSMEN ON CHRISTAIN COMMUNITIES AND CHURCHES

As noted in the World Watch Research report on Nasarawa State, the ideology of herdsmen is linked to the Hausa-Fulani Muslim invasion of  christian communities which is based on the understanding that:

“Komai na Allah ne. Ko wane fili na Allah ne, ba naku ba, ba na kafirai ba, na Allah ne” 

Translation: Everything belongs to Allah. Every piece of land belongs to Allah and not you; it is not for you infidels but for Allah. 

Thus, with climate change, competition over limited resources and environmental threat to the ways of life of the herdsmen, the use of terror and its religious justification has been intensified, particularly in Kaduna South. 

Herdsmen use terror tactics to conduct jihad, displacing local communities from their land to make room for their herds, to occupy those lands and to spread Islam. 

The phrase “everything belongs to Allah” reflects the Muslim understanding of God. The Muslim God is seen as being the one true God, with no equal. Therefore, the sovereignty of Allah is the foundation for all Islamic sociopolitical and economic systems, and society must be governed in accordance with the Quran and the Sunna of the Prophet (Ahmed – Gamgum, 2018). 

These herdsmen use sophisticated weapons and ammunition. In Nigeria, there is a resurgence of violent conflict and Islamic jihad perpetrated by Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen in majority parts of the Middle Belt region, particularly Kaduna,Plateau, Taraba, Benue and Nasarawa States. Attempts to claim that these herdsmen have nothing to do with Islam or Islamic jihad is incorrect and a failed narrative that is likely to derail any coherent government policy. 

Another phase has been the resurgence of the Islamic infiltration, invasion and occupation of local communities, farmlands and territories belonging to Christians in central and southern Nigeria. Thousands of churches have been destroyed and thousands of Christians have been killed, displaced or injured. Like conventional terrorist organizations, Islamic radical sects and jihadi groups, the ideology of the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen goes beyond the mere feeding of sheep and the search for greener pastures (Ahmed – Gamgum, 2018). 

According to Ahmed –Gamgum a Muslim survivor of the February 2016 Agatu attacks interviewed in Makurdi, confirmed how he was set free by the Fulani because he recited the Shahadah and the Fatiha (Islamic article of faith and the first verse of the Quran) in fact, there are indeed parallels between the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen and Boko Haram. 

Like Boko Haram, the Fulani are Muslim and their victims are overwhelmingly Christians and non-Muslims. They cry “Allahu Akbar” (God is great) during their attacks, and they leave horrendous atrocities in their wake (Ahmed – Gamgum, 2018). Ngbea (2017) also says that, the Fulani herdsmen, nomadic cattle grazers have been named one of the deadliest terror groups in the world comparable to Boko Haram, ISIS, the Taliban and Al-Shabab. They brutally killed natives of invaded farming communities including women and Children. Church leaders in Nigeria have come up to say that attacks on Christians communities by herdsmen constitutes a war by Islam to eliminate Christianity in Nigeria. 

In recently attacked in Benue state dated on 1st January, 2018 most especially in Guma and Logo Local Governments over 70 people were killed (Channel headline news).In 2014 as reported by (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017), the Tiv Christian in Guma, Gwer, Gwer – West and Makurdi and other town on the border with Taraba State recorded approximately 458 deaths and attacks on over 350 communities with their inhabitants now living in refugee camps, a situation that is still on till date. The sporadic killing of Tiv farmers and destruction of their property in Taraba, Benue and Nasarawa states by the Fulani herdsmen continue till date with impunity, Tiv settlements in Awe, Keana and Doma local government area of Southern Senatorial zone Nasarawa state that the population of Christian is over warmly growing according to an informant have been on series of attacks by suspected Fulani herdsmen. 

Scholars of religious and politics are of the opinion that the attempt is to weaken the Christian gospel and Islamize them at all course and to take over their land so as to control them politically. Nleewen and Okoli (2017) are of the views that the degeneration of farmer – herder strife in Nasarawa state has been marked by immense arms bearing and confrontation. Sometimes weapons such as AK – 47 and automatic rifles are been used by feuding parties. 

The Southern Kaduna in Kaduna State that is dominated by Christians have also been under series of attacked by herdsmen, the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) on the 8th of January, 2017 declared a national day of mourning over Southern Kaduna killing by herdsmen lamented that: Though the church in Nigeria since 2009 has been subjected to a systematic genocide And persecution through the instrumentality of Islamic Fundamentalists, Boko Haram Leading to the killing of thousands of Christian and destruction of hundreds of churches And over 50, 000 houses, but the current unprecedented onslaught against Christian in Southern Kaduna by the Islamic Fundamentalist disguising as the Fulani herdsmen under The watch of Kaduna State Government, Mallam Nasir El- Rufai and President Buhari Has reached an alarming stage (JaluPon, 2017). 

In a press conference by the Catholic Diocese of Kafanchan in reaction to killing in Southern Kaduna, the Diocese in its statement pointed to the fact that southern Kaduna had become victims of systematic attacks by Fulani herdsmen who were hell bent on pursuing an agenda that was aimed at subjugating the Southern Kaduna people and weakening the Gospel. The Diocese alleged that, it was a hidden agenda targeted at the Christian majority of Southern Kaduna and the Jihad was well funded, planned and executed (Ngbea 2017,).According to Femi –Kayode cited in Power Steering (2018) in 2016 President Buhari spokesman at the Presidency, Mr. Femi Adesina, told the Nigeria people that Buhari would not comment on the cold – blooded butchering and murdering of no less than 808 Christians in Southern Kaduna on Christmas eve by Fulani terrorists because the Presidency “regarded the matter as a state –affair. On the 24th of April, 2018 suspected herdsmen stormed St. Ignatius Catholic Church worshipers in Ukpor-Mbalom Gwer- East LGA of Benue State and killed two Catholic priests and 17 others (Vanguard, 25 -418). The number of children out of school because of this barbaric killing also is in thousands, living in internal displace camps of the state experiencing psychological trauma, stress, depression, hunger and various form of disease. Below is a survey of the crisis between Political and Religious Implications of Herdsmen and Farmers Crises in Nigeria  herdsmen and farmers crisis in Nigeria with description and dates in media reports as cited by Jibo (2014), Imo (2017) are below the table Authors[image: image1.png]Name of Media & Date

Description of Violence

Daily Trust Thursday 28-3-
14

Tiv/ Fulani cisis: Benue police recover missing collcagucs 1. Sg. Mukdart
Torzhim,

Nigerian Tribune Thursday
1n-4-13

Benue: 27 killed in Tiv/Fulani risis 4 days

Deaily Trust Thursday

Tor —Tiv laments killing of his people in Guma.

15-4-13
Blue Print Thursday Benue: 10 killed in Trv/Fulan clash. Fresh attacks on T farmers in Guma
25-4-13 Local Government Area (LGA) of Benue State by Fulani herdsmen have led

Lo the death of not less than 10 people.

‘National Mirror Friday
264-13

“Three killed. 300 houses razed in renewed Benue, Taraba dlash attack by
Kuteb and Fulani camouflage dressed in what look like Army flages

“The New Times “Tiv nation troubled on all sdes? [ Font page |
%-5-13 ‘Suspected Fulani herdsmen kill 10 in Guma

ix dead in Taraba/Benue crisis
Daly Trist “ATacks on Agai 12 people including 5 soldiers aliachad 1072 amny
6-5.13 batalion Makurdi were killed

Daily Sun2l — 1-2014

Residents of Adeke village in Makurdi LGA were also attacked

Vangurd 1-4-13

"One person was allegedly illed and others seriously injured while a house
‘was razed by Fulani herds men & Hausa natives clashed over stolen
‘motorcycle in Kubwa district Abuja. FCT Commissioner Mr. Femi
Ogunbayode, confirmed the clash.

Daily Trust 26-4-13

ot Tess than Five women have been allegedly raped while several others
beaten to death by herdsmen in Thie./ Umuapu communites of Ohaji /
Egbema LGA of Imo state

Sunday Trust 12-5-13

Beron — Fulani clash in Plateau North senatorial District which resulted (o
destruction of faland, killing of herdsmen and frmers in the field

Vangurd 9-4-13

“About 25 people are believed to have been killed at Zango village in Wase.
LGA of Plateau state as ethnic militia engaged in fresh hostilities among.
Tarok and Fulani

Daily Trust 14813

T over two years, more than two hundred persons were killed i Zamfara
villages by cattle rustlers i.¢ Tsanu village while in Dumburum of Zurmi
LGA 5 people were killed

-1-1

T Kaduna sate, 5a'ad Usman a sccond clss traditional ruler was atiacked
and seriously injured in a Fulani / Gbagyi dlash.

Premium Time 12-3-16

“About 300 people were killed by rampaging herdsmen following a siege on
Agatu LGA of Benue State

21 - 18 Daily Post News.

‘Suspecied herdsmen have killed about 30 people in Kabaro and Danmani
villages in Maru Local Government Area of Zamfara State

“The Sun News 30- 318

15 Fulani herdsmen killed in Zamfara





2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK

Conflict theory, first purported by Karl Marx, is a theory that society is in a state of perpetual conflict because of competition for limited resources.Conflict theory focuses on the competition between groups within society over limited resources. Conflict theory views social and economic institutions as tools of the struggle between groups or classes, used to maintain inequality and the dominance of the ruling class.

Marxist conflict theory sees society as divided along lines of economic class between the proletarian working class and the bourgeois ruling class.

Later versions of conflict theory look at other dimensions of conflict among capitalist factions and between various social, religious, and other types of groups. Conflict theory has been used to explain a wide range of social phenomena, including wars, revolutions, poverty, discrimination, and domestic violence. It ascribes most of the fundamental developments in human history, such as democracy and civil rights, to capitalistic attempts to control the masses (as opposed to a desire for social order). Central tenets of conflict theory are the concepts of social inequality, the division of resources, and the conflicts that exist between different socioeconomic classes.

2.3 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

From the foregoing issues analyzed in the review, there is no doubt that the herdsmen/farmers crisis in Nigeria based on the findings is as a result of destruction of farming products, cattle rustling, demographic/climate change, porosity of borders, large acquisition of land by the capitalist, monetization of land to the herdsmen by the traditional rulers and indigenization factor among others. The research also analyzed the religious of the crisis in Nigeria that if care is not taken by the Government to resolve this crisis, it can result to ethno- religious and subsequently another civil war in the country.
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
AREA OF STUDY

Kaduna State (Hausa: Jihar Kaduna) is a state in northern Nigeria. The state capital is its namesake, the city of Kaduna, the 8th largest city in the country as of 2006. Created in 1967 as North-Central State, which also encompassed the modern Katsina State, Kaduna State achieved its current borders in 1987. 

Kaduna South is a Local Government Area in Kaduna Central Kaduna State, Nigeria. Its headquarters is the town of Makera. It has an area of 46.2 km2 and 402,731 population size at at 2006.

3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN


Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.

3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. 

The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out an investigation into the menace of herdsmen banditry attacks on Nigeria Churches.  The residents of Kanduna South  Local Government in Kaduna State forms the population for the study. 
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 

3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population

A total sample size of Two Hundred (200) educated respondents was selected from the research population using the convenient sampling method. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.

3.6
SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing (4) questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.

3.7
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions.
3.8
VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.

3.9 Ethical consideration
The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area who are residents of Kaduna South  Local Government Area of Kastina State. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of two hundred (200)) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which were returned and validated.  For this study a total of  179 was validated for the analysis.

4.2
GENERAL INFORMATION

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 302 was calculated for this study. 

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	200
	100

	Received  
	181
	95

	Validated
	181
	95


Source: Field Survey, 2021

Table 4.2:4.2 General Information of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	135
	75%

	Female
	54
	25%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	167
	88%

	Muslim
	22
	11%

	Age
	
	

	20-24
	69
	36.5%

	25-29
	70
	37.5%

	30-34
	21
	11%

	35+
	29
	15%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

From the table above 75% of the respondent are male. 25% of the respondent are female. 88% of the respondent are Christian. 11% of the respondent are Muslim. 36.5% of the respondent are aged between 20-24years. 37.5% of the respondent are aged between 25-29 Years. 11% of the respondent are aged between 30-34year. 15% of the respondent are aged between 35 years and above.
4.3 ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

QUESTION 1: In what ways do herdsmen attacks their host Christian communities?
Table 4.4

	Options
	YES
	No
	Uncertain
	TOTAL%

	Bombing of their churches and worship centre
	189

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	189

(100%)

	Killing and kidnapping of their  farmers
	189

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	189

(100%)

	Burning down their markets
	189

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	189

(100%)

	Attacking them at night through arson when they are vulnerable
	189

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	189

(100%)

	burning and raiding of grain silos,
	189

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	189

(100%)

	blocking of local trade routes.
	189

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	189

(100%)


Field Survey 2021

from the responses derived in the table above, 100% of the respondent said yes. There was no record No and Uncertain.

QUESTION 2: Do you think the motive behind the herdsmen attack on churches is religious?
Table 4.4

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	167
	88.3

	No
	12
	6.3

	Uncertain 
	10
	5.4

	Total
	189
	100


Field survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 88.3% of the respondent said yes. 6.3% of the respondent said No. 5.4% of the respondent were uncertain. 
QUESTION 3: Do you think the frequency of herdsmen attack on churches is high?
Table 4.4

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	150
	79.3

	No
	29
	15.3

	Uncertain 
	10
	5.4

	Total
	189
	100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 79.3% of the respondent said yes. 15.3% of the respondent said No. 5.4% of the respondent were uncertain. 
QUESTION 3: What are the causes of recent banditry on rural communities?  

Table 4.5

	Options
	YES
	No
	Uncertain
	TOTAL%

	Exploitative Governance System
	 47

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	47

(100%)

	Weak Institutional Capacity within the  Police
	 47

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	47

(100%)

	Extreme Inequality
	 47

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	47

(100%)

	Poverty
	 47

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	47

(100%)

	Unemployment
	 47

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	47

(100%)

	 Citizens' Alienation from the Government


	 42

(89%)
	00

(%)
	07

(11%)
	47

(100%)


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the above table, 100% of the respondent said yes to all the options except the last one where 89% of the respondent said Yes, 11% of the respondent were uncertain.

QUESTION 4: What is the extent of the damages carried out by herdsmen attack on Nigeria Churches?
Table 4.6

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very High Extent
	57
	30

	High Extent
	90
	48

	Low Extent
	23
	12

	Uncertain
	19
	10

	Total
	189
	100


Field survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 30% of the respondent said very high extent. 48% of the respondent said high extent. 12% of the respondent said low extent.. 10% of the respondent said uncertain.
CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.0 INTRODUCTION
This chapter summarizes on an investigation into the menace of herdsmen banditry attacks on Nigeria Churches using Kaduna South .
5.2 SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is aimed at having an empirical investigation into the menace of herdsmen banditry attacks on Nigeria Churches. Specifically this study seek to find out the different form or ways by which herdsmen attacks their host Christain communities. The study also seek to find out if the motive behind the herdsmen attack on churches is religious. It will also investigated the frequency of herdsmen banditry attacks on Churches in Nigeria.

Survey research design and convenience sampling method was employed for the study. 200 respondent who are residents of Kaduna South Local Government in Kaduna State were purporsively selected which forms the population for the study. Using questionnaire as an instrument, 189 were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using frequencies and tables  which provided answers to the research question.

5.2 CONCLUSION

Based on some of the media reports analyses above, most of the killings are concentrated in the Middle belt (North central) states that are dominated by Christians. For example Benue a Christian state with few Muslims concentrated in towns is badly affected, an agenda that the suspected Fulani herdsmen want, to fulfill Usman Danfodio Jihad by conquering the entire state through Islamization policy thereby exercising political control and power over state.

From the foregoing issues analyzed in the research, there is no doubt that the herdsmen/farmers crisis in Nigeria based on the findings is as a result of destruction of farming products, cattle rustling, demographic/climate change, porosity of borders, large acquisition of land by the capitalist, monetization of land to the herdsmen by the traditional rulers and indigenization factor among others. 

The research also analyzed the religious implications of headsmen attacks on christian communities ranging from bombing their worship centres, raiding their their farms, burning their houses at vulnerable hours thus if the crisis in Nigeria that if care is not taken by the Government to resolve this crisis, it can result to ethno- religious and subsequently another civil war in the country.

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the above findings in the research, the following recommendations are made.

The law governing indigenization needs to be revisit by both the Upper and Lower chambers of the house to resolve friction and tension over indigenes and settlers at both the Federal and State Government levels in order to avoid crisis in Nigeria. 
 Security agencies should not be politicized by the powers that be, but they should be independent to protect lives and property irrespective of tribes or religions in a diverse country like Nigeria. 
 Nigerian borders are very porous, there is need to tighten them in order to prevent influx of foreigners in the country.  The activities of traditional rulers as regards the monetization of land to the herdsmen need to be checked by the government to avoid further crises.  
The anti- open grazing law passed by some States like Benue, Taraba and Ekiti to protect both the famers and herdsmen need to be made statutory by the Federal Government, in order to maintain law and order. And more sensitization and awareness should be done in all the medias for people to know the importance of the law. Other advance countries like Mexico and America also operate ranches which is a modern way of rearing animals. 
 Appointment of people to head all the security agencies and other positions in the country should not be based on religious / ethnic sentiments, but should cut across all the geopolitical zones of the country, since security issues are very sensitive. And also merit should be promoted.  Impunity and nepotism should be discouraged in the country with multi ethnic and religiosity. And the perpetrators of the crisis when caught should face the law of the land. 
 Other state governments that have in mind also to pass the anti-open– grazing law, should first of all make provision for ranches and provide all the necessary amenities before the law becomes operational.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]
Female [  ]

Religion

Christian [  ]

Muslim [  ]

Age 

23-30 [  ]

31-38 [  ]

39+ [  ]

SECTION B 

QUESTION 1: In what ways do herdsmen attacks their host Christian communities?
	Options
	YES
	No
	Uncertain

	Bombing of their churches and worship centre
	
	
	

	Killing and kidnapping of their  farmers
	
	
	

	Burning down their markets
	
	
	

	Attacking them at night through arson when they are vulnerable
	
	
	

	burning and raiding of grain silos,
	
	
	

	blocking of local trade routes.
	
	
	


QUESTION 2: Do you think the motive behind the herdsmen attack on churches is religious?
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain 
	


QUESTION 3: Do you think the frequency of herdsmen attack on churches is high?
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain 
	


QUESTION 3: What are the causes of recent banditry on rural communities?  
	Options
	YES
	No
	Uncertain

	Exploitative Governance System
	
	
	

	Weak Institutional Capacity within the  Police
	
	
	

	Extreme Inequality
	
	
	

	Poverty
	
	
	

	Unemployment
	
	
	

	 Citizens' Alienation from the Government


	
	
	


QUESTION 4: What is the extent of the damages carried out by herdsmen attack on Nigeria Churches?
	Options
	PLEEASE TICK

	Very High Extent
	

	High Extent
	

	Low Extent
	

	Uncertain
	


