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[bookmark: _GoBack]ABSTRACT
The study examined the influence of socioeconomic background on the academic achievement of students in selected public secondary schools in Makurdi Local Government Area of Benue State. The stratified sampling technique was used to select 120 students from five public schools, while the simple random sampling technique was used to administer the questionnaire (pre and post-test). Also, data on student’s academic achievement was obtained from student’s scores in four selected subjects. Data obtained was analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical techniques. The result revealed that parental socioeconomic background significantly influenced students’ academic achievement; as students whose parents had better jobs and higher levels of educational attainment and who were exposed to more educational and cultural resources at home tended to perform better than their counterparts without such opportunities. The study identified parental occupation as the main predictive variable influencing student’s academic achievement. However, increase in parental salaries in line with the current economic situation as well as the provision of adequate books and facilities in schools to breach the gap between the rich and the poor are recommended in order to improve the academic achievement of students.
CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1   Background of the Study
Academic achievement of students especially at the secondary school level is not only a pointer to the effectiveness or otherwise of schools but a major determinant of the future of youths in particular and the nation in general. The medium though which the attachment of individuals and the national educational goals can be achieve is learning.
Learning outcomes have become a phenomenon of interest to all and this account for the reason why scholars have been working hand to unravel factors that militates against good academic achievement.
Aremu and Sokau, (2002); this phenomenon has been variably referred to in literature as academic achievement, or scholastic functioning. Academic achievement of learners has attracted attention of scholars, parents, policy makers and planers. Adeyemo (2001) opined that the major goal of the school is to work towards attainment of academic excellence by students. According to him, the school may have other peripheral objectives; emphasis is always places on the achievement of sound scholarship. Besides, virtually every stakeholders in education places premium on academic achievement; excellent academic achievement of students is often the expectations of parents (Osiki 2001).
At the onset of an activity, students differ in learning as a function of their prior experiences, personal qualities and social supports. The later includes the extend that Parents and teachers encourage them to learn, facilitate their accesses to resources necessary for learning, and teach them strategies that enhances skill acquisition and refinement. Parents’ academic aspirations for their children influence their children’s academic achievement both directly and indirectly (Bandura & Pastorelli, 2001).
The influence of socioeconomic background on students’ academic achievement at the individual level is still prevalent but less strong in most of the literatures. In a study of mother only, mother extended family and two parents’ families with children enforced through third grades, concluded that two measures of parent’s expectations has a somewhat stronger influence than the economic variables. The effects of prior achievement are stronger that poverty in upper basic and basic school students in the study of data obtained from the longitudinal study of Nigeria Education Research Program (2011).
Nigeria, Africa and word over are particularly convinced that depends to a large extend to the type of education government can give to her citizens, because it is believed that the solutions to all nation’s social, economic and technological problems could be unraveled and solved through good educational strategies for her citizens.
In pursuant to this, the Nigerian government instituted programs like the 6 – 5 – 4, 6 – 3 – 3 – 4 and the 9 – 3 – 4 educational programs are also known as the educational basic education (UBE). The UBE was to provide free and compulsory universal education which promised to provide quality education in teaching and learning.
Despite the institution of these programs to meet the educational needs of Nigerians, there is a gross failure of these strategies due to the none preparedness of government to fund and monitor the programs, the failure of students of school age o appreciate and participate in the project and the gross shortage of qualified staff to pilot the programs. Besides the failure of the students to have interest in school, some parents practically engage their children during school hours to contribute to their survival need as some parents believe that education have no benefit, thus no need of allowing their children to go and waste time in school.
The home environment or family has been recognized as having a lot influence on the academic achievement of students (Ajiha & Olutola, 2000). Studies have been concentrated on the area of socioeconomic background of students. Other aspects of parental environment such as the structure of the family have been grossly neglected yet, Ichado (2000) stated that parents’ constant disagreement affects children emotionally and thus could lead to poor academic achievement in school.
Akow (2001) investigated rural-urban differential in academic achievements. He noticed that the high and middle socioeconomic status of parents does not only have higher expectations for their children, but also gives successes than low socioeconomic parents. In light of the foregoing, this research work is designed to investigate the influence of socioeconomic background on the academic achievements of upper basic students; thus laying emphasis on their parental and family influence in respect to the obtainable educational program in Nigeria.
1.2      Statement of the Problem
In past years, it has been noticed that students’ academic achievement from socioeconomic disadvantage background is literally poor; disadvantaged UBE students does not enjoy equal level of success with students from advantaged socioeconomic family; this is attributed to the ability of parents to make available the basic amenities necessary to facilitate and improve a good learning environments for their children. As a result of the said disadvantage in social status, it has become ideally tough for children from poor socioeconomic background to attain degree level of education; those who do, suffers through tides and storm to make such achievement in life. They suffer lots of barriers which may sometimes cause them to defile their admission into higher institution of learning.
Despite the efforts of researchers, parents and other stakeholders in education, the poor achievement in the academic of upper basic students is still a recurring problem that is imperative at present generation.
1.3      Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study is to investigate the influence of socioeconomic background on the academic achievement of upper basic students in Benue State. Specifically, the study aims at determining the following objectives:
1. To find out the influence of high and low socioeconomic background on the academic achievement of upper basic students.
2. To study the positive and negative influence of socioeconomic background on upper basic students’ achievement.
3. To find out the influence of high and low socioeconomic educational level of parent on the academic achievement of upper basic student in Makurdi local Government.
1.4      Research Questions
In a quest to achieve the stated objectives, the following research questions were raised to guide the research and make it a comprehensible area of study.
1. To what extent does high and low socioeconomic background affect academic achievement of upper basic students?
2. What are the positive and negative influences of socio economic background on upper basic students’?
3. To what extent does high and low parental socio economic educational level affect the academic achievement of upper basic students?
1.5      Research Hypotheses
The following hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance.
HO1: There is no significant influence of high and low socioeconomic background on academic achievement of upper basic students.
HO2: There is no significant difference between parental socioeconomic statuses on their children academic achievement
HO3:  There is no significant relationship between parental educational level and students’ academic achievement
1.6      Significance of the Study
The usefulness of this research work; if the result of the study is properly utilized will be of enormous benefit to the students, teachers, parents and governments. It will expose the students to various influences of socioeconomic background on their academic pursuit.
This work will help the parents to understand the need for adequate parental care on their ward(s) academic pursuit. Nonetheless, serving as a mirror to parents; reflecting their attitudes towards their children education.
It will help instructors and education policy makers to develop better strategies and pedagogic programs for the students, thus providing a conducive learning environment for the students. Facilitators who really have the urge to make impact in the life of the students will find this work very beneficial as it will help them in appreciating the efforts of individual students with respect to their level of intelligent quotients.
Without doubt, this research work will be a springboard for other research works in related field or topic.
1.7      Scope of the Study
This research work is limited to Makurdi local government metropolis of Benue state, Nigeria. It focuses only on the effects of the socioeconomic background of the students in upper basic school level within Makurdi without further consideration of other factors that may possibly affect the achievement of the study.
The socioeconomic background of the students within Makurdi local government may differ completely with that of other local government of the same Benue state; as such the findings of this work may be used as a reference but not a conclusive result for other local government of Benue state or other states.
1.8      Definition of terms
Academic: Relating to education and scholarship.
Achieve: Bring about or accomplish by effort, skill, or courage.
Background: The circumstances prevailing at a particular time or underlying an event, a person’s education, experience and social circumstances.
Basic: Forming an essential foundation.
Research: the systematic investigation into and study of material and sources.
Parents: a father and mother.
Socio economic: relating to or concerned with the interaction of social and economic factors.
Upper: situated above another part. Higher in position or status.
Students: A person studying at the university or other place of higher Education; or a school pupil.
School: An institution for educating students.
Education: The process of educating or being educated.
Environment: the surrounding or environment in which a person, animal, or pant lives or operates.



LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc43312039]2.1 INTRODUCTION
Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
Precisely, the chapter will be considered in two sub-headings:
· Conceptual Framework 
· Theoretical Framework and
· Empirical Studies
2.1	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
Academic performance is the extent to which a student, teacher or institution has attained their short or long-term educational goals. Completion of educational benchmarks such as secondary school diplomas and bachelor's degrees represent academic achievement(Wikipedia.org). Academic performance means the knowledge and skills that students have mastered in a subject or a course. It’s basically a measure of how well students have performed in the various assessment items set for them based on some educational criteria determined by professional educators. Through students' performance in the assessment items such as essays, tests, and examinations, students’ performance are determined in ranking as to the educational standards that they have reached — pass, credit, distinction, high distinction and so On (Quora. 2016).
Academic performance is a tool for identifying strength and weakness in education and is an outcome of an educational assessment. The practice of educational assessment seeks to determine how well the learners are learning and provides feedback to learners and other stakeholders on the effectiveness of education services (National Resource Council 2001) the education system uses academic performance to design and implement programs and services that may improve the academic performance of learners with hearing impairment. The Ministry of Education and parents have a greater desire to see the children’s upbringing and educations improve in order to increase demands made by the work place on young people’s basic skills (Ndurumo, 1993). Over the years research has shown that learners with hearing impairment in Kenya have consistently trailed behind their hearing counterparts in academic performance (Ndurumo, 1993: Okombo, 1994 &Adoyo, 1995)
SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKRFROUND
 Socioeconomic background of an individual is hinged on perceived self-concept, aspiration and position within a sociocultural environment (Deepa F and Chamundeswari 2014). The socioeconomic status (SES) of a child is most commonly determined by combining parents’ educational level, occupational status, and income level (Jeynes, 2012). Studies have repeatedly found that the socioeconomic status (SES) affects student outcomes ( Eamon, 2015). Students who have a low socioeconomic status earn lower test scores and are more likely to drop out of school (Eamon 2015, Hochschild 2013). It is believed that low socioeconomic status negatively affects academic achievement because it prevents access to vital resources and creates additional stress at home (Eamon 2015;Majoribanks 2016). Social Economic background can me measured under the following variable:
1. Parental income 
2. Family size 
3. Parental occupation
4. Parental education background
However, we will consider the aforementioned variables alongside academic achievement.
PARENTAL INCOME AND ACADEMIC ACHIEMENT
Income is the money received by the citizenry over a certain period from government or its agencies especially as payment for work or as interest on investment. It is also refer to as the monetary accumulation by an individual; it may be salaries and wages of the employees and the earnings and profit of self-employed (Alken, Banbram, 2012). Parental income permit parent to assure their children’s schooling, buy their school uniform and books, provide them with adequate equipment to facilitate their education (Ibok, 2015). According to Uche (2014), children from parent with adequate income are likely to be provided with high quality education from the nursery up the university land. Given this opportunity, it is likely that such student will be less delinquent than their counterpart from poorer homes. The family is the first environment the child come into conduct with. Parental income significantly influence students academic performance. Similarly Nelson (2012) conducted a study on socio-economic status and students’ academic performance in biology in Uyo Local Government Area of Akwa lbom State. The results obtained amongst others, revealed that there is a significant influence of parental income level on students’ academic performance in biology. Parents of high socio-economic status are able to provide the necessary incentives for their children’s learning, with higher level of income, they are able to provide better nourishment for the family. Parents with high income level are able to provide better nourishment for the family which is crucial for brain development (Chomitie, Change, & Laberman, 2008).Students from low income families tends to have little opportunity to go to school than students from middle class families and by extension, the upper class. Nyama (2006) maintained that the performance statistics of students from parent with high income level often have all it takes to need at home, libraries, radio, television, video and even literate parents with whom they can sit down and chat intelligently. Ali (2012), in his research on influence of parental income level on students’ academic performance in biology found that there is a significant influence of parental income level on students’ academic performance in biology.
FAMILY SIZE AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Family size is the number of children born per individual family that make up of the that family in the particular area. Large family sizes place a lot of pressure of family’s lean resources as the parent will not be able to cater for the financial needs of the children. Thus affect students academic performance (Nyama, 2006).
[bookmark: page26]Large family sizes are a common feature of low income status families and does not encourage positive of low income status families and does not encourage positive schools attitudes. Yet there are children who break even from these depressing and high retrogressive conditions to excel although the percentage is minimal. The greater the family size, the lower the education attainment of children/students (Ibok,2015). Large family suffer low self esteem and thus affects their academic performance negatively(Alken &Barbrain, 2014). Iheanacho (2002) states that, family size that is large may impede learning. This is because the provision of adequate feeing and essential facilities may be lacking. Etim (2013) conducted a study on the effect of family size on academic performance of secondary school students in biology and find out that, family size has a significant effect on students academic performamce, because parent will not be able to cater for the financial needs of the children. Similarly Udoh (2016) believe that large families are negatively related to children’s languages, calculations and their academic achievement in school. According to Nwachukwu (2012), family size significantly relate to students’ academic performance. The larger the family, the poorer the school achievement of the students.In similar way, Evogor (2015) examined the effect of family size on students academic performance in biology in Bunguru Local Government Area of Zamfara State. In order to achieve this, three hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 alpha level. The design adopted for the study was the ex-post facto. The sample for the study consisted of 150 students were randormly selected public secondary school in Bunguru Local Government Area of Zamfara State. The sample was selected using stratified and simple random sampling techniques. The instrument used for this study was an adapted 15 items, 4- option rating scale questionnaire. The result of the analysis using independent t-test showed that amongst others, there is a significant effect of large family size on students academic performance in biology in Zanfara State. Similarly, Ekpo(2010) examine family size, birth order and students’ academic performance in biology in Ugep Local Government Area of Cross River State. The study was randomly selected in 4 public secondary schools in Ugep Local Government Area. A sample 120 students were used for the study. The design adopted for the study was a descriptive survey approach. Simple descriptive analysis was used. The major instrument used in this study was questionnaire. Two  research question and two hypotheses were duly tested using t-test statistic. The calculated t-value was 11.44 greater than t-critical value of 1.96, 118 degree of freedom at .05 level of significance The results obtained amongst others, revealed that there is a significant influence of family size on students’ academic performance in biology.
PARENTAL OCCUPATION AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Occupation is known to play a significant role in the healthy and acceptable behaviour of any person in the society. Usually occupation is classified based on sources and level of income, education and employment status. According to Larry (2010), occupation determines the lifestyle, culture, mannerism, social and economic position, actions and the general behaviour of an individual. Occupational status reflect the educational attainment required to obtain the job and income levels that vary with different jobs and within ranks of occupation(Tom, 2015). Occupational status measures social position by describing job characteristics, decision making ability and control, and psychological demand on the job (Erick,2012).Parents with high occupational status are able to provide a measure of a household ability to meet emergencies, absorbs economic shocks, and provide the means to live comfortably. According to Ibok(2015), occupational status corresponds to the educational attainment of an individual’s through obtaining better jobs, exploring and retaining better positions, and becoming inevitable and thus lead to improvement in the socio economic status. Parental high occupation status reflect in income level of the parents. Parents with high occupational rank are able to provide the necessary incentive for their children learning, with high income level, they are able to provide better nourishment for their family while students from low parental occupation status have little opportunities to go to school because their parents lack adequate income to provide them with high quality education (Udoh,2016). Chronister (2005) conducted a study on effect of parental occupation on students’ academic performance and found that there is a significant effect of parental occupation on students’ academic performance. 
PARENTAL EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
The educational level of parents determines their status and level of influence in the society. The importance of education by any standard in any society especially developing countries such as Nigeria, cannot be overemphasized. Low educational background has the capacity of hindering individuals from having a better knowledge of the needs to prudently life(Abraham,2012). Students of middle/upper class parents are more likely to take advantages of the opportunities presented to them both in the secondary and higher education institutions than those children of poor labourers of factory workers who are hardly educated(Brown2013). According to Ogumakle(2012), children from literate homes have a higher academic advancement than those from illiterate homes. Education attainment varies with income levels. Education provides diverse opportunity for individual to function in the society (Ibok,2015). Parents with high educational attainment with high income level are often more success in preparing their children for school because they have access to a wide range of resources to promote and support their children school. Education and student performance Kingley (2015) conducted a study on students’ socio-economic background and students’ academic performance among junior  secondary civic education  students River State. The research design used was the survey design. The sample of 180 students were randomly selected in 6 public junior schools in River State. The result of analysis using independent t-test revealed that amongst others variables there is a significant  influence  of  parental  educational  background  on  students’  academic performance	in mathematics. 
[bookmark: page31]Similarly,	Adie(2015)	examine	parental	education attainment  and  students’  academic  performance  in  English language	in  Odukpani  Local Government Area of Cross River State. The study was randomly selected in 5 public secondary schools in Odukpani Local Government Area. A sample 200 students were used for the study. The design adopted for the study was a descriptive survey approach. The major instrument used in this study was questionnaire. Two research question and two hypotheses were duly tested using t-test statistic. The calculated t-value was 15.32 greater than t-critical value of 1.96, 198 degree of freedom at .05 level of significance The results obtained amongst others, revealed that there is a significant influence of parental educational attainment on students’ academic performance in mathematics in Odukpani Local Government Area of Cross River State. Udodo (2016) conducted a study to established the relationship between parental education background and students’ academic performance among junior secondary Basic Science students in Eket Local Government Area of Akwa Ibom State. The research design used was the survey design. The sample of 150 students were randomly selected in five public secondary schools The result of analysis using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient revealed that amongst others variables there is a significant influence of parental education status relate to students’ academic performance. According to Nyakundi(2012), parental educational background significantly relate to students’ academic performance. Parents with high educational level attainment and high income are often able to support and promote their children education.
2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK
Two theories have been formulated to backup this research. These theories are:
1. Family System Theory by Dr. Murray Bowen (1990)
2. Social Support Theory by S. Cohen & L. Syme (1988)

 FAMILY SYSTEM THEORY BY DR. MURRAY BOWEN (1990)
Family systems theory was propounded by Murray Bowen (1990). Family systems theory is regarded as general theory of psychology of interrelatedness of socio-economic status within the context of the family. According to Bowen (1990), many situations that take place within families lead to strong emotional stressors. These stressors are risk factors for the occurrence of abuse and should be resolved as soon as possible. Families that experience some of these severe life stressors such as severe or enduring illnesses, unemployment, financial problems, and relational problems within the family unit, usually have a higher rate of child abuse where most of their children may drop out from schools as the results of financial stressed than families without such stressors (Crosson-Towner, 2000)
Family System Theory is relevant to this study as it reveals some of socio-economic variables experience in families especially such that reduces the level of care from parents to children that may result to students’ poor academic performance in schools. Parents with low socio-economic status may to some extent exposed their children to harsh environment and labour in quest to provide support to the family. In order words, when children are poorly catered for and deprived of the basis learning resources such as pens, pencils, books, such children are very likely to achieve poorly in school work. Families with high socio-economic background are able to provide their children with high-quality child care, books, and toys to encourage children in various learning activities at home. Also, they have easy access to information regarding their children's health, as well as social, emotional, and cognitive development. In addition, families with high socioeconomic status often seek out information to help them better prepare their young children for school.
SOCIAL SUPPORT THEORY BY S. COHEN & L. SYME (1988)
Social support theory was propounded by Cohen and Syme (1988). According to this theory, social isolation is a significant risk factor, whether it is within the community, extended family, or immediate family. A helpful social support network is a fundamental resource for family members – both for parents dealing with many
stressors as well as for the children in the stressful and abuse environment. Without intervention and treatment, children from low socio-economic background within the family system can likely develop some social and psychological risk factors of child abuse that carry on to adulthood which may likely affect their academic achievement (Crosson-Towner, 2005).
Social support theory is relavant to this study by revealing some reasons behind child abuse with particular reference to family socio-economic background. The theory holds that, parenting challenges and a lack of support can compel parents to expose their children to hard labour in quest for provision of daily bread. This invariably affects the chances of children in such families going to school. When there no money to take care of family responsibilities, parents from low socio-economic background engaged their children in selling or hawking at early morning before going to schools which resulting to lateness, inability to comprehend lessons due to stresses undergone earlier before coming to school; all these, yielding academic backwardness for the child. Students with low socio-economic status often struggle with time-management issues due to balancing many different areas of life on their own. Parents are less involved with their children and therefore give less encouragement and have lower expectations of their children than students with high socio-economic status (Majoribanks 2016).

2.3 SUMMARY OF LITERATURE REVIEW
Literature reviewed shows that there is a significant influence of socio-economic background on students’ academic performance in biology. Socio economic background is key to a students’ life, within and outside of school.
Students from low socio-economic status are at a disadvantage in schools because they lack an academic home environment, while influencing their academic success at school. Students whose parents are of low socio-economic are made to engage in petty trading in order to earn income with which to pay fees and buy books while the high socio-economic parents encourage their children to have extra coaching after school period. Literature review shows that there is a significant influence of parental income, family size, parental occupation, parental education background on students’ academic performance in biology. Parental with high income levels are able to pay their children school fees, buy their school uniform, provide books with adequate equipment to facilitate their education. The greater the family size, the lower the educational attainment of their children. Large family size are common feature of low income status which impede learning, this is because the provision of adequate feeing and essential school facilities may be lacking. The larger the famly, the poorer the school achievement of the students.
Parental high occupation status reflect in income level of the parents. Parents with high occupational rank are able to provide the necessary incentive for their children learning, with high income level, they are able to provide better

nourishment for their family while students from low parental occupation status have little opportunities to go to school because their parents lack adequate income to provide them with high quality education. Education attainment varies with income levels. Education provides diverse opportunity for individual to function in the society. Parents with high educational attainment with high income levels are able to cater for the their children schooling because they have access to wide resources, knowledge to promote and support their children education.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	AREA OF STUDY
Benue State is one of the Middle Belt states in Nigeria with a population of about 4,253,641 in 2006 census. It is inhabited predominantly by the Tiv, Idoma, Igede and Etulo peoples, who speak Tiv, Idoma, Igede and Etulo languages respectively. Its capital is Makurdi.
Makurdi is the capital of Benue State, located in eastern Nigeria, and part of the Middle Belt region of central Nigeria. The city is situated on the south bank of the Benue River. In 2016, Makurdi and the surrounding areas had an estimated population of 365,000.
3.2	RESEARCH DESIGN
Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.
3.3	POPULATION OF THE STUDY
According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 
This study was carried out to examine the influence of socio-economic background on the academic achievement of upper basic student in Makurdi Local Government of Benue state. Five (5) public schools  were randomly selected in Makurdi and 120 respondents were administered the questionnaire. The selected schools  were:
·  Special Science Secondary School Makurdi
· Government Girls college, Makurdi, 
· Mount Saint Gabriel Secondary School Makurdi
· Makurdi International Secondary School
· Community secondary school, Wadata Makurdi
Statistics derived from the School Register of the selected secondary schools shows that the population of students in upper basic class is 1600.
3.4	SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION
A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 
3.5	SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE
The Taro Yamane (1967:886) provides a simplified formula to calculate sample sizes.
Assumption
95% confidence level 
 P = .5
[image: ]
n=2200 /1+2200 (0.05)2
n= 2200/1+2200 (0.0025)
n= 2/1+6.5
n=338
Therefore, for this study, the sample size is 338
3.6	SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION
The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing 5 questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.
3.7	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions.The hypotheses were tested using the Chi-Square Statistical Tool (SPSS.v23).
3.8	VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY
The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87. 

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.0 Introduction
This chapter seek to analyze and present data collected from the field survey. 338 questionnaires were issued to the respondents but 120 questionnaire were returned and validated accordingly. The analysis in this chapter were done using the 120 returned questionnaires.
4.1	DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	50
	42%

	Female
	70
	58%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	100
	83%

	Muslim
	20
	17%

	Age
	
	

	9-12
	50
	42%

	13-16
	50
	42%

	16+
	20
	16%


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained in the table above, 42% of the respondent were male, 58 respondent are female. 83%  respondent are christian 17% respondent were Muslim. 42% respondent were in age range of 9-12 and 13-16. 16% were aged 16 and above.  
4.2	ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1: To what extent does high and low socioeconomic background affect academic achievement of upper basic students?
Table 4.2: Respondent on question 1
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very high extent
	40
	34

	High extent
	60
	50

	Low extent
	10
	8

	Undecided
	10
	8

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table 4.2 above on the extent at which high and low socioeconomic background influence student academic achievement, 34% of the respondents said to a very high extent, while the remaining 50% said to a high extent.8% said to a low extent.8% were undecided.
Question 2: What are the positive influences of socio economic background on upper basic students’?
Table 4.3: Respondent on question 2
	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided
	Total
%


	Provides Financial Support
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)

	Adequate social  and moral support
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)

	Assist in take-home assignments
	80
(66%)
	20
(16%)
	20
(16%)
	120
(100%)

	Access to textbooks and other educational resources
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)

	High academic achievement in school
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above. 100% said yes that provision of financial support and adequate social and moral support  is a positive influence of socioeconomic background on upper basic student. There was no record of No and Undecided.100% said yest that positive influence of socioeconomic background lead to high academic achievement in school
Question 3: What are the negative influences of socio economic background on upper basic students?
Table 4.4: Respondent on question 3
	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided
	Total
%

	Poor Financial Support
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)

	Average or lack of  social  and moral support
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)

	Little or no assistance in take-home assignments
	80
(66%)
	20
(16%)
	20
(16%)
	120
(100%)

	Inability to access adequate educational resources
	120
(100%)
	00
	00
	120
(100%)

	Poor academic achievement in school
	80
(66%)
	20
(16%)
	20
(16%)
	120
(100%)


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above. 100% said yes that provision of financial support and adequate social and moral support  is a negative influence of socioeconomic background on upper basic student. There was no record of No and Undecided.80% said yest that positive influence of socioeconomic background lead to high academic achievement in school. 20% said no, 20% were undecided.
Question 4: To what extent does high and low parental socio economic educational level affect the academic achievement of upper basic students?
Table 4.5: Respondent on question 4
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very high extent
	40
	34

	High extent
	60
	50

	Low extent
	10
	8

	Undecided
	10
	8

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above on the extent at which high and low socioeconomic educational level of parent  influence student academic achievement, 34% of the respondents said to a very high extent, while the remaining 50% said to a high extent.8% said to a low extent.8% were undecided.
QUETSION 5: Do you agree that high and low socioeconomic background has a significant influence on academic achievement of upper basic student?
Table 4.6: Respondent on question 5
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	70
	58

	No
	30
	25

	undecided
	20
	17

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey 2021
From the table above 58% respondent said yes there is asignification influence of high and low socioeconomic background on academic performance of upper basic student. 25% said no. 17% were undecided
QUESTION 6: Do you agree that there is a significant difference between parental socioeconomic statuses on their children academic achievement
Table 4.7: Respondent on question 6
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	70
	58

	No
	20
	17

	undecided
	30
	25

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey 2021
From the table above, 58% of the respondents said yes, 17% said no, while the remaining 25% were undecided.
QUESTION 7: Do you agree that there is a significant relationship between parental educational level and students’ academic achievement?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	100
	83

	No
	20
	17

	undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	120
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the table above, 83% of the respondents said yes, while the remaining 17% said no.
2.3	TEST OF HYPOTHESES
HO1: There is no significant influence of high and low socioeconomic background on academic achievement of upper basic students.
HO2: There is no significant difference between parental socioeconomic statuses on their children academic achievement
HO3:  There is no significant relationship between parental educational level and students’ academic achievement


Hypothesis One
There is no significant influence of high and low socioeconomic background on academic achievement of upper basic students.
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)
  E

	Yes
No
Undecided

	70
30
20

	40
40
40
	30
-20
-10

	900
400
100

	22.5
20
3.3

45.8



Degree of freedom =	(row-1) (column-1) 
= (3-1) (2-1)
= 3*1
=2
At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.99
To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is
Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and
Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal
Thus, since the X2t (5.99) < X2cal (45.8), we reject Ho and accordingly accept Ha. We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis. This implies there is a significant influence of high and low socioeconomic background on academic achievement of upper basic students.

Hypothesis Two
There is no significant difference between parental socioeconomic statuses on their children academic achievement
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)
  E

	Yes
No
Undecided

	70
30
20

	40
40
40
	30
-10
-20

	900
100
400

	22.5
3.3
20

45.8



Degree of freedom =	(row-1) (column-1) 
= (3-1) (2-1)
= 3*1
=2
At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.99.
To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is
Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and
Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal
Thus, since the X2t (5.99) < X2cal (45.8), we reject Ho and accordingly accept Ha. We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis. This implies that there is a significant difference between parental socioeconomic statuses on their children academic achievement
Hypothesis Three
There is no significant relationship between parental educational level and students’ academic achievement
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)
  E

	Yes
No
Undecided

	100
20
00

	40
40
40

	60
-20
-40

	3600
-400
-1600
	90
-10
-40
40.0



Degree of freedom =	(row-1) (column-1) 
= (3-1) (2-1)
= 3*1
=2
At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.99.
To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is
Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and
Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal
Thus, since the X2t (5.99) > X2cal (40.0), we reject Ho and accordingly accept Ha. We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis. This implies that there is a significant relationship between parental educational level and students’ academic achievement.




CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.0 Introduction
This chapter summarizes the findings into the “influence of socio-economic background on academic achievement of upper basic students. The chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, recommendations and suggestions for further studies.
5.1 Summary Of Study
In this study, our focus was to examine the  “influence of socio-economic background on academic achievement of upper basic students using selected secondary schools in Makurdi, Benue State  as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at examining  the influence of high and low socioeconomic background on the academic achievement of upper basic students. It reveled the positive and negative influence of socioeconomic background on upper basic students’ achievement ranging from parents income, family size and parents occupations. It also examined the influence of high and low socioeconomic educational level of parent on the academic achievement of upper basic student in Makurdi local Government.A total of 120 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are student of five selected public secondary school in Makurdi, Benue State.   
5.2 Conclusion
Conclusion from findings of  the study reveled the following: 
· Parent with adequate income are likely to be provided with high quality education from the nursery up the university land. Given this opportunity, it is likely that such student will be less delinquent than their counterpart from poorer homes and would enhance their attitude towards learning learning greater academic performance
· There is a significant influence of family size on the students’ academic performance. The greater the family size, the lower the education attainment of children/students
· Parents with high occupational rank are able to provide the necessary incentive for their children learning, with high income level, they are able to provide better nourishment for their family while students from low parental occupation status have little opportunities to go to school because their parents lack adequate income to provide them with high quality education thus enhances the student education achievement. 
· parental educational background significantly relate to students’ academic performance. However Parents with high educational attainment and  high income level are often more success in preparing their children for school because they have access to a wide range of resources to promote and support their children school.
5.3	RECOMMENDATION
Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:
1. Parents of low socio-economic status should be empowered to enable them provide for basic needs for their children. Thus, enhances their academic performance in Biology.
2. Parent –teacher interactions should be encouraged. By this, students of low socio-economic status will be compensated.
3. Counseiling psychologist should be employed to schools to identify, adviced and comforted students of low socio-economic. This will go a long way to improve their academic performance.
4. Seminar and workshop should be regularly organized for parents of the effect of large family size. This will enable them to provide basic education needs for their children. Thus, enhances their academic performance.
5. Government and educational stakeholders should endeavour to provide students facilities like Libraries, laboratories, etc. so as to improve students’ academic performance
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QUESTIONNAIRE
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE (s) ON A QUESTION
SECTION A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender
Male [  ]	Female [  ]
Age 
13-15 [  ]
16-20	[  ]
21 and above [  ]
SECTION B
Question 1: To what extent does high and low socioeconomic background affect academic achievement of upper basic students?
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Very high extent
	

	High extent
	

	Low extent
	

	Undecided
	



Question 2: What are the positive influences of socio economic background on upper basic students?
	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided

	Provides Financial Support
	
	
	

	Adequate social  and moral support
	
	
	

	Assist in take-home assignments
	
	
	

	Access to textbooks and other educational resources
	
	
	

	High academic achievement in school
	
	
	



Question 3: What are the negative influences of socio economic background on upper basic students?
	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided

	Poor Financial Support
	
	
	

	Average or lack of  social  and moral support
	
	
	

	Little or no assistance in take-home assignments
	
	
	

	Inability to access adequate educational resources
	
	
	

	Poor academic achievement in school
	
	
	



Question 4: To what extent does high and low parental socio economic educational level affect the academic achievement of upper basic students?
Table 4.5: Respondent on question 4
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Very high extent
	

	High extent
	

	Low extent
	

	Undecided
	



QUETSION 5: Do you agree that high and low socioeconomic background has a significant influence on academic achievement of upper basic student?
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	undecided
	


QUESTION 6: Do you agree that there is a significant difference between parental socioeconomic statuses on their children academic achievement?
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	undecided
	



QUESTION 7: Do you agree that there is a significant relationship between parental educational level and students’ academic achievement?
	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	undecided
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