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ABSTRACT
This study was carried out to examine the influence of parental social class on the academic performance of pupils in Mbo local government area of Akwa Ibom State. Specifically, the study examined six (6) primary schools in Mbo local government area. The study employed the survey descriptive research design. A total of 120 responses were validated from the survey. The study adopted the Parental Attachment Theory, Self-Determination Theory, and Maslow’s Motivational Theory. From the responses obtained and analysed, the findings revealed that Parental social class do not influence academic performance. Furthermore, the home environment do not develop children educational performance. The study recommend Illiterate parents should be encouraged to go to school in that their literacy will enhance their children’s academic. More so, there should be committees consisted on educated persons to guide those students whose parents cannot provide them a guide line in the educational problems.



CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
1.0     INTRODUCTION
Educational is the best legacy a nation can give to her citizens especially the youth. This is because the development of any nation or community depends largely on the quality of education of such a nation. It is generally believed that the basis for any true development must commence with the development of human resource. Much then is said that formal education remains the vehicles for social economic psychological and environmental development  of any society.
When we come to think of students, they are the ones when  learn ideas to become more responsible and  productive someday students  from the rich and the poor, especially those in Mbo local government area are affected by myriad of factors. Example of those factors are socio-economic, psychological and environmental factors.
Socio-economic factors are believed to be the common factors affecting students academic performance. They have been suffering and socio-economic gaps between families, (Johnson, 1996), lamented that parents become poor due to these hard measure, such that they can no longer adequately effort good education of their children.
Psychological factors also give a big impact on students performance. One of these is street hawking  among students. Danesy and Okediran (2002) elaborated that street hawking among students have psychologically imposed other problems like sex networking behavior, Juvenile sequent behavior, which takes much of the school time that necessited the poor academic performance and dropout syndrome among students. Environmental factors also influence academic performance . learning environment is one. The learning environment that is free of barrier or obstacles or distractions such as noise, gas/smoke pollutions and so on can constitute health hazards, which in return affect or reduce students concentration or perceptive or conceptive focus to learning.
Stephen J. Ceci (1997) proposes that the efficacy of a family influence for academic success is determined to a large degree by a child’s family background. In addition, they claim that academic success is achieved only if family background resources can be accessed to maximize the association between family influence and outcome.
Dubey (1979) no other agent of socialization is as important to the total make-up of the child as his family. From the family, he builds up his background. The important identification and self images, has their origins in the family.
A lot  of people have risen to high positions courtesy of social class, others only dream of better life but  could not achieve it because  of unfavourable income structure of parents. Therefore, social class of parents  influences achievement. Many parents have high aspiration for their children academic achievement, but could  these aspirations could only be realized if the social class of parents are favourable. Due to the realization of the benefit of being educated many parents forgo themselves a lot of good things in order to ensure that their children achieve education. They believe that through education individuals acquire usable and social education. They believe that through education individuals acquire usable and social accepted vocational skills. A lot of parents  hope that with  vocational skills. A lot of parents hope that with vocational skills one can be productive which ensures individual and group survival.
However, the social class background of a child affects his success  in school. A child from a higher income structural or social class background has advantages over the child from a lower income structural background. In a higher background there may be a television set, radio, pictures reading and writing materials, all of which help to prepare a child from learning a school
Boocock (1972) the most important predictor of achievement in school associated with the family is income structural background enters school earlier that the earlier a child is exposed to education, the earlier a child is exposed to education, the earlier the child start to learn. This is determined by the social class of the parents.
1.2     STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS
The influence of the family background , that is the socio-economic status of parents in the academic achievement of their children have been posing very serious problems to many people in our society. It is argued in some quarters that children from rich parent performance better academically  than those children from poor parental background in the classroom situation. But some people hold the opposite view by a arguing that most of the children from  the rich families are way-ward in school academically than children from poor and average families.
In the classroom here in Mbo local government area, the teacher teaches pupils together irrespective of their family background. This research work is  premised on his erroneous thinking and misconception in our society. The researcher is therefore poised to make findings to  determine whose child performs better academically and what are the causative agents to this. The researcher will also find solution to the problems and suggest ways and methods to eradicate or improve upon the situation for the benefits of pupils, parents, schools, education, and the society as well.
1.3     THE OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The research was at directed at the achievement of the following objectives:
1. To identifying the difference types of family background
2. To identifying the influence of the family background as it affects the academic various achievement of their children
3. To carrying out controlled study and investigation on home environment and facilities in these homes for children educational development with special references to mbo local government
4. To suggest the possible solutions to the problems so as to enhance pupils academic performance in school.
Hopefully, when parents are once more reminded  of their divine and practical responsibilities of their children, our school system and society will be mere stable disciplined and functional one.
1.4     RESEARCH QUESTION
In order to carryout the research successfully, the following questions were formulated:
1. Do our parental social background differ another?
2. Do various parent social background influence children academic performance?
3. Do the home environment develop children educational performance?
4. Do these identified problem affect the pupils academic performance in schools?
1.5     RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS
The following hypothesis were formulated to guide the study
[bookmark: _Hlk55475316]H0: Parental social class do no influence academic performance 
HA: Parental social class do influence academic performance 


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
[bookmark: _Toc43312039]INTRODUCTION
Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:
· Conceptual Framework
· Theoretical Framework
· Empirical Review and
[bookmark: _Toc43312040]2.1	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
Concept of Family
Family has been described at the smallest, most personal and not intimate of social groups. It is the most important primary group and the smallest social unit in the society. Odo (1990:10) defined family as “a social group sharing a common residence and cooperating economically”. The author went further to assert that the institutions of the family is usually based on the marriage of one or more sexually co-habiting couples and usually there is the expectation of having children for whom the adults of the family accept responsibility. Alio (1995) observed that the family is also the most personal social organization, for nothing is more personal than the interaction and relationship between members of a family. He further said that married couple without children, though bound by the strongest personal ties do not constitute a family for such ties can conceivably exist among couples who are not married. For him, what gives a family its character are children, for only in such a family can that intimate, personal relationship be established by which the family can perform its functions of rearing, protecting and educating the children, transmitting to them the social values it has inherited and a special bond between all the members. This kind of family setting is similar to the Nigerian traditional idea of family. Traditionally, it is believed that it is the children that cement the union of a man and a woman together and makes it a lasting and a intimate one. The primary aim of this union is procreation. Family can be classified into nuclear and extended form. Nuclear family is basic form of family organization. It is made up of the father (husband), mother (wife) and children. The children may be the biological offspring; of the couple or/and the adopted members of the family. According to Okafor (1992), the adoption of a child into the family is a common culture in the British society, but less so in Nigerian society. He added that nuclear family is found common among the urban city elites in Nigerian society or as a component in both extended, nuclear and compound family in Nigerian rural areas. The author maintained that one of the characteristics of the nuclear family is that is tends to break up when the children marry, when the parents die or at any point in human cycle. According to him, the male raised in a nuclear family usually begins his life in house hold headed by his parents and concluded his life in a family that he himself heads.
Extended family is the type of family that comprises of the father (husband) his wife (mother), their children, the husbands and the wife’s relations etc. Alio (1995) pointed out that the extended system is a dispersal version of the joint family and the members of the constituent groups do not all live together in one dwelling. To him, the extended kin-group includes a span of three or four generations within the total household or closely adjacent households. The extended family system is commonly a characteristics of most African society. Many Nigerian societies do not believe in nuclear family but in modern times, urbanization and economic pressures are discouraging extended family ties. However, extended family system is the popular and most common type of family arrangement in the Nigerian society. Anybody who fails to practice or show interest in the extended relations is regarded as a wicked and hopeless human being by members of the society.
Family Background
Family background plays a very big role on a child’s life. Family background refers to all the objects, forces and conditions in the family which influence the child physically, intellectually and emotionally (Muola 2010). Children coming from different family backgrounds are affected differently by such variations and that is why some children have good family background while the family background of others are poor. Citing Fleege, Eke (1999) noted that with some families, the background may vary from time to time for the same individuals. The author further stated that because it is parents who are primarily responsible for establishing the family and exercise control over it, they are responsible for the type of family background that exists. This means that parental attitudes are very important in promoting healthy family background, and healthy family background is possible when parents adapt to the culturally defined roles of parents to the needs of the changing young generation.
Achievement
Achievement could be seen as something which was carried out successfully. It is a product of effort or series of efforts. Achievement is usually good but in most cases difficult. Eze (2009) described achievement as something which has been accomplished successfully, especially by means of exertion, skill practice or perseverance. She sees achievement as a test for the measurement and comparison of skills in various fields of academic study. Ifeako (1999.30) regards achievement as a change in behaviour exhibited at the end of a given period of time or within a given time range. Nwagu 1992:71) cited in Eze (2009) defined achievement as “a systematic and purposeful quantification of learning outcomes”. He explained that achievement involves the determination of the degree of attainment on individuals in tasks, courses or programmes of which the individuals were sufficiently exposed. Achievement tests result in academics have many functions which include: to enable us determine the relative position or rank of individual student with respect to their test performance. It also enables us to obtain information on the extent to which a student has attained the criterion performance. Students, teachers, parents and the entire society are much concerned about the academic achievement of students.
Academic Achievement
Academic achievement has to do with what a learn is able to accomplish by execution of class work in the school. Stiggings (2001) sees academic achievement as something a learner do or achieve at school, college or university, in class, in a laboratory or field work. went ling (2000) said that academic achievement refers to achievement of individuals’ objective to various types of knowledge and skills. According to the author the objective are established based on the age, prior learning and capacity of individuals with regards to education, socialization and qualification. Some of the purposes of academic achievement measurement are enumerated in Ukwuije (1989: 22) as follows: to determine the relative effectiveness of a programme in terms of students’ behavioural outputs; to identify students growth or lack of growth in acquiring desirable knowledge skills, attitudes and social values; to held teachers determine the effectiveness of their teaching technique and learning material; to help motivate students to learn as they discover their progress or lack of progress in given task; to encourage students to develop a sense of discipline and systematic study habits; to acquaint parents or guardians with their children performance ; to predict the general trend in the development of teaching learning process; to make reliable decision about education planning and to provide educational administrators with adequate information about teachers effectiveness and school need. In summary, academic achievement measurement is very important, is schools colleges and universities. It is relevant instructional, administrative, guidance and counseling and research purposes.
Effect of Family Socioeconomic Status on Student Academic Achievement
Analysis of the relations between families and academic achievement also needs to consider children family structure. “A mother does homework with her children, it is generally acknowledged that family environment is the most powerful influence in determining a child’s academic motivation and achievement” such as the most attitude of single parents families and effects of siblings structure, Ali H. O (2009). A single- parent family relationship between changing family structure and student's school-related outcomes have intended to show in relation to two parent families. According to Richard – Oddo, B. (2009), Children in single parent- families have lower academic achievements, are more susceptible to peer pressure to engage in deviant behavior have higher dropout rates from high school, and have grater social and psychological problems. Although the differences are generally small a number of theories have been proposed to explain the variations, the association between changing family structure and children’s academic outcomes can be attributed to a combination of a family socioeconomic background factors such as parent education and incomes and the ethnicity/race of the family which could be done through the following process (Craig, T.N and C.J, 2007):-
  Intellectual training: the foundation for the child’s intellectual development is laid at home. The family evolves a number of activities to help the child grow intellectually for example; it is the parents and other members of the family who help the child to develop language. They listen to attempt to talk and encourage him to make progress by making sounds and calling names of persons or objects for him to repeat. They help him by asking him simple questions and answering those he may ask. His ability to express himself makes learning interesting for him in school.
  Character Training: charity, they say begins at home, whatever manners put up by people in the public are often contributed to their family socioeconomic background. The family is the first place where the child learns good manners. It is family that teaches the child not to be selfish; the need to be polite; respect for elders and authorities. These help him to adjust fully in the society. If the family fails to impact the right habits to the child before he gets schooled, he might become a social problem to the system. In fact, most cases of discipline in schools are traceable to deficient home training for some youngsters. If a child is to develop human feelings, it has to begin at home. Parents therefore should evolve a situation whereby members of the family understand and love one another. For example, showing concern for what happens to the other, coming to other assistance when they are sick, interacting freely with others may help the child to learn how to live harmony with other people. Parents also contribute or help their children by giving room for extra lesson due to the lack of financial assistance.  Vocational training: there is no family that would want to be assisted with failures. Hence the family ensures that the child is prepared for a vocation or trade for his future self-reliance, however, before he is of age the family ensures that he learns to do, if possible, what parents do for a living. For example, it is common to see the sob of a tailor learning sew through watching or observation of the father. When he becomes old enough, he may decide to take up tailoring or go into other trades. In fact, the family trains the child to be creative and hard working in the school and also preparing for future life.
Parent Attitudes towards Children Academic Achievement
The socioeconomic status of parents also influences the level of educational achievement of pupils in the schools. This is so because with the availability of money and resources, the family will be able to provide them with all the needed materials. But children from poor family background will be denied of this opportunity irrespective of their brilliant performances since there are no resources and money to back up their demands.
Ezewu (1994) said that, socioeconomic status of parents affects children’s education and particularly academic achievement in the following ways:  The degree of importance which each family attached to schools.  Financial expenditure, including fees, textbooks and other equipment.  Facilities available at home. A well-to-do family will have a positive interest in the education of their children not minding whether the child is brilliant or not. This will force parents to see to it that the materials needed are provided for the child with the available resources. Parents will be able to pay children's school fees on time, buy textbooks and other equipment that will help to enhance the child's academic achievement. Ezewu further explained that, children from a high socioeconomic status leave the secondary school between 10, 11 and 12 years of age, while those of low socioeconomic status leave primary schools between 13, 14 and 15 years. This shows that the achievement of students in secondary school depends on their parental socioeconomic background. The availability of facilities such as tables, chairs, light and well conducive learning environment at home does help the child to learn better. All these should be present at home with the help of available resources. Macfarland (2003), in his book “Intelligent Teaching Professional Skills for Student Teachers” analyzed the chance of placement of children from middle or working class and lower class family in a comprehensive high school and secondary Modern school. He found out that 72 percent of children from families of lower class against twenty eight percent (28%) of children from middle class were placed in Comprehensive High school. He also found out that 10 percent of children from families of lower class against 90 percent of children from middle class were placed in Modern Secondary School based on intelligent quotient. This means that children from family of lower socioeconomic class usually find themselves in local schools, where much will not be demanded from them. But children from middle socioeconomic class are found in better school irrespective of the high cost of things there. Harighurst (2002) observed in his study that the existence of socioeconomic class of parents affects the development of a child. He divided the class into unskilled, party skilled, intermediate and professional which goes with variation in provision for the children. He said that children whose parents are from skilled, intermediate and professional class will develop physically and intellectually as there are resources for the provision of their needed materials that will assist in learning. Whereas children of unskilled and partly skilled parents, will not have physical and intellectual development, as there will not be any financial assistance. Stones (2004) are with the view that economically and culturally, poorer homes do not provide the stimulation necessary for the development of intellectual abilities involving in school learning. Certain physical conditions that exist at home, poor housing and overcrowding environment are often associated with poor academic achievement and adjustment. Poor clothing, malnutrition, lack of adequate sleep and rest, all have profound effects on how they behave and react. From the foregoing, it is observed from my experience in school that those pupils from low socioeconomic parents started poorly in the formative stage in the primary school, which consequently leads to their inability to cope with the secondary or tertiary education.
Different Family Socioeconomic Status in Relation to Education
Whenever we hear the word “Education” the first place our mind goes to, is the school. Most times we tend to think of education in terms of what teachers and their pupils do in school. We forget that what takes place in the school is only a small fraction of education. According to Wikipedia last modified on 31 August 2015 “Education is the process of facilitating learning, knowledge, skills, values, beliefs and habits of a group are transferred to other people, through storytelling or research”. Education frequently takes place under the guidance of educators, but learners may also educate themselves in a process called autodidactic learning. Indeed, education is a process that starts the very moment a person is born and ends whenever he finally dies. The process of education is one which involves a number of activities on the part of several people, including the teacher, the pupil, parents, the government and every citizen of the country. They all participate in the process in one way or the other. As you are well aware, teaching is a key factor in education and learning is another. According to Richard –Oddo, B. (1990), the first teacher a child ever has is his parts and this learning process starts as soon as he enters the world. Since, the teaching learning process starts with the child's parents, the mother in particular. For instance, the mother of the child is an educated lady with a good means of livelihood, that is a good earning, one can be sure that the child will be well fed and taught a lot of things that another child from a less enlightened family is not likely to have. A child growing up in a home where both parents can find time to teach and interact with him, certainly has some advantage in terms of his education. This is even more when there are such things as books, newspaper, magazines, Radio and television to simulate his learning in the home and increase his chances of achievement in education. According to Ogwu (2004), higher socioeconomic status parents are able to provide their books and toys to encourage them in their various learning activities at home. Parents face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children. However, the challenges are more acutely devastating among the poor income families that struggling to provide the basic needs to sustain the family. Families with low socioeconomic status often lack the financial, social and educational supports that characterized families with high socio- economic status. Due to their poverty level, these groups of families may have adequate or limited access to community resources that can promote and support children’s development and school readiness. Many students from low-income homes are kept away or sent out from school or excluded from certain activities for lack of money to provide the prescribed equipment or materials. The family socioeconomic status matters a lot in relation to the education of the child because children have different attitudes and characters, towards learning which may also depend on the parents toward their academic achievement. Some parent provides room for extract lesson for their children who have the capacity of doing that, while others cannot afford to do so, so the performance of such children differentiate due to the family socioeconomic background. Education begins at home with parent leading the way at school, the teachers continue the process of educating the child, it is to be noted that the teacher does not check-take over the education of the child because himself and the child's parents are partners in progress as far as the child education is concerned. At the school level, the responsibility of educating a child its share by the agencies of education which ensure the adequate facilities, books, furniture materials and qualified staff are provided. The process of education, therefore, involves different activities on the parts of the parents, teachers, the community the government and the child. The goal is to help the child with acquired knowledge, skills and morals.
Education indeed is the practical way of attaining individuals and social fulfillments (Peter, 1998). The family socioeconomic status helps in the enculturation and transmission of the child in such a way that the knowledge improved the children and their society. It is observed from my experience in school that, those pupils from low socioeconomic parents started poorly in the formative stage in the primary school, which consequently leads to their inability to cope with the secondary or tertiary education.
Effect of Literate and Illiterate Families on Academic Achievement of Student
It is an observable fact that parents of very large families tend to have occupied in the semi-skilled, unskilled and laboring categories, and that their children are likely to be average or below average in intelligence quotient, whereas the bright children tends to come from small family groups with skilled occupation. Parental education level positively influences children’s education. Cohen et al (2003) stated that children’s reading and arithmetic attainment and social adjustments in schools are positively co-related to parental level of education. This is due to the fact that children spend more time at home than they do in schools, and the parents have the opportunity for a number of interactions with their children in one-on-one. Most researchers have confirmed the effect of illiteracy of families on their wards achievement in schools. Children whose families are illiterate have been seen to lack home encouragement. This implies that as some illiterate families refuse to provide their wards with needed textbooks, they are discouraging them from learning. According to Bloom (1980), children's academic success is influenced by the interrelationships among high parental educational and occupational aspirations. Also, Freijo et al. (2006) submit that various aspects of the family, economic, social and cultural conditions have a consistent impact on the literacy performance of students in all countries. Students whose parents have better jobs and higher levels of educational attainment and who are exposed to more educational and cultural resources at home tend to have higher levels of literacy performance. David (2007), in his write-up stated that textbooks aid studies after normal classroom teaching. Also, many students lack parental assistance as a result of their illiteracy and ignorance. They fail to motivate, reinforce, and give rewards or punishment to their children on their academic achievement which may have forced them to be serious in learning. On the other hand, literate families have interests on their children’s academic achievement. They struggle to provide them with needed materials and stand the chance of giving adequate encouragement through guidance and counseling. Mario (2006) discovered that, domestic work has an effect on student academic achievement, especially the ones born to poor family background who go about hawking some food items before going to school. According to him, a student might help in preparing fufu (foo foo) or frying groundnuts before going to school. The preparation of all these items is time consuming, yet parents expect the food to be ready before they ward goes to school. The resultant effect on parents' attitudes is that the students are late for school, sleep in class during lesson due to weakness, he does not pay attention, cannot concentrate, find it difficult to obey simple school rules, is forgetful, and finally fails to do the assignment. Therefore, literate families having known the importance of education even draw-up a reading time table for their children. They also arrange for part time teachers for their wards, check their workbooks from time to time and provided adequate motivation and rewards when they perform better in class assignment and activities, test and examination. In placing children in school, literate parents have to choose schools, which has productive learning environment such as, a well prepared classroom for learning, well equipped libraries, science laboratory, etc, are available. There is a significant difference in the academic achievement between students whose parents are literate and those whose parents are illiterate. The literate parents having known the importance of education encourage their children to learn by providing the necessary materials needed, thereby improving their academic achievements; whereas illiterate parents are less concern in the academic achievement of their children.
Parent Education and Their Socioeconomic Status towards Students Academic Achievement
Studies on children’s attitudes to education have shown that children are affected by family background, parental socioeconomic status, level of educational achievement, marital relationships at home, school climate, sex and peer groups influence among other factors. According to Hurlock (2005), the family background and parental attitude to school activities and education generally are some of the strongest and most persistent in determining a child’s interest and his consequent attitudes to education and occupation of parents with their income to a large extent defines the condition of the family. “Family condition” is, among other factors that affect a child’s success during an intelligent test or in learning achievement. Farrant (2004) confirmed that, children who grow in homes where the mind is stimulated developed mentally more than those from homes where there is no incentive for mental growth, exercise. He added that all behavior is a response to some stimulus in the environment. Families with high socioeconomic status usually have books and educational materials around the home as part of the environment to which the growing child is exposed. Consequently, the children of such families are expected to do well in school. Poor academic achievement of children from large families is associated with poor housing condition, over-crowding, and poor clothing and feeding. It is observed that these factors particularly affect the reading and study habit of children. The home environment of a child affects his or her academic achievement. It is agreed that the socioeconomic background of homes where such conditions as great poverty, poor feeding, insufficient sleep and rest and general neglect are known to be the cause of the backwardness of children in school. Children who do perform poorly on a mental ability test often do better on the same test after being placed in a ‘richer’ environment which stimulate the growth of mental abilities. Hurlock (2003) in his contributions stated that, a large proportion of students who are diligent and exhibit deviant behaviors are from the poor family background. In such family backgrounds, the children are not directed towards the right path in life. Such children are consequently often emotionally depressed and lack social adjustment (maladjusted) and poor attitude to school work.
Relationship between Home Environment and Academic Achievement of Students
Studies on children’s attitudes to education have shown that children are affected by home background, parental socioeconomic status, level of educational achievement, marital relationships at home, school climate, sex and peer groups influence among other factors. According to Hurlock (2005), the home background and parental attitude to school activities and education generally are some of the strongest and most persistent in determining a child’s interest and his consequent attitudes to education. Education and occupation of parents with their income to a large extent defines the condition of the home. “Home condition” is, among other factors that affect a child’s success during an intelligent test or in learning achievement. Farrant (2004) confirmed that children who grow in homes where the mind is stimulated developed mentally more than those from homes where there is no incentive for mental growth, exercise. He added that all behavior is a response to some stimulus in the environment. Families with high socioeconomic status usually have books and educational materials around the home as part of the environment to which the growing child is exposed. Consequently, the children of such families are expected to do well in school. Poor academic achievement of children from large families is associated with poor housing condition, over-crowding, and poor clothing and feeding. It is observed that these factors particularly affect the reading and study habit of children. The home environment of a child affects his or her academic achievement. It is agreed that the socioeconomic background of homes where such conditions as great poverty, poor feeding, insufficient sleep and rest and general neglect are known to be the cause of the backwardness of children in school. Children who do perform poorly on a mental ability test often do better on the same test after being placed in a ‘richer’ environment which stimulate the growth of mental abilities. It is an observable fact that parents of very large families tend to have occupied in the semi-skilled, unskilled and laboring categories, and that their children are likely to be average or below average in intelligence quotient, whereas the bright children tends to come from small family groups with skilled occupation. Hurlock (2003) again in his contributions stated that a large proportion of students who are diligent and exhibit deviant behaviors are from the disadvantaged home background. In such home backgrounds, the children are not directed towards the right path in life. Such children are consequently often emotionally depressed and lack social adjustment and poor attitude to school work.
2.2	Theoretical Framework
Parental Attachment Theory
Parental attachment theory was proposed by Bowlby (1980). The theory states that the child forms a strong emotional bond with anther person (caregiver) during childhood with lifelong consequences. According to the theorist, sensitive and emotionally available parenting helps the child to form a secure attachment style which foster a child’s socioemotional development and well being. Less sensitive and emotionally available parenting or neglect of the child’s needs may result in insecure forms of attachment style, which is a risk factor for many mental health problems. The theory is relevant to this study in view of the fact that the proponent provides clues in emotional development of children. He also made reasonable suggestions for parents and guardians. Parents and guardians can now see the necessity of forming secure attachment bond with their children. Such bonds will enable the children to end up with secure attachment and secure state of mind later in life. Parents will learn to understand the biological and psychological needs of the children, and to avoid unrealistic expectations of the child behaviour. In this way, parents may seek to avoid frustration that occurs when they expect things beyond the child’s capability.
Self-Determination Theory
Self-determination theory was propounded by Deci and Ryan (1985). The proponents stated that people are active organisms, with the growing tendencies geared towards mastering ambient challenges, and integrating new experiences into a coherent sense of self. They stressed that these natural development tendencies do not operate automatically, but rather requires on-going social nutriments and supports. According them, the social context can either support or thwart the natural tendencies towards active engagement and psychological growth furthermore the social context can catalyze to lack of integration, defense, and fulfillment of need-substitutes. The proponents remarked that the dialectic between the active organism and the social context is the basis for predictions about behaviour, experience, and development. Self-determination theory is applicable to this study, based on the fact individuals or groups need to be self determined to achieve a set goal. The habit of determination can help children in their academic achievement.
Maslow’s Motivational Theory.
This is another important theory that is relevant to this study. The theory was developed by Abraham Maslow (1970) and popularized by many researchers including Onyi (2007). According to Maslow, motivation is constant and never ending, fluctuating and complex. He asserted that man always has needs to satisfy. These needs, according to him are arranged in a hierarchical order starting from the basic or lower order needs to higher order needs. The hierarchy is categorized into two, namely Deficit needs (physiological, safety, belonging and self esteem) and growth needs (self-actualization). Maslow explained that once a particular need is satisfied, it ceases to be a motivator of behaviour and another need emerges. The above theory relates to this study because motivation is very important in learning. It is necessary at home and in school. One of the major problems confronting teachers and parents is that of motivating learners to perform assigned tasks to meet or even excel predetermined standards. Motivation energize and sustain behaviour, direct and regulate behaviour and even enhance selective behaviour. A learner under motivated condition, exhibits purposeful behaviour aimed at achieving the set goals. The students are motivated to learn by their satisfaction of needs like physiological: Shelter, food, water, rest etc. Safety: materials love and belonging.
The satisfaction of these needs leads to the quest to satisfy higher ones which are self esteem and self-actualization needs.
2.3	Empirical Studies
Okunniyi (2004) carried out a research on how the family background influence students introductory technology achievement among Junior secondary school students in Abeokuta south local government of Ogun state. The study design was a survey which involved the use of questionnaire in gathering data. The researcher use 500 students as sample for the study. The data collected were analyzed using frequency table, percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test statistics. The researcher found, among other things that social class of parents determines the students academic achievement. Although this study was directed towards finding out how family background influences the students academic performance, it is more concerned with how the family background affect the students performance in introductory technology. However, it is related to the present study as both are interested in finding our the influence of family background factors on student academic outcome. Izundu (2005), conducted a research on relationship between Home environmental factors and academic performance of secondary school students in Onitsha local government area of Anambra state. The design for the study was correlation design, while the major instrument for gathering data was questionnaire. The sample for the study was 450 students. The data collected were analyzed through the use of mean, and standard deviation while the null hypotheses were tested using ‘regressional analysis’. The finding of the study was that most students in secondary schools in Anambra state come from low socio-economic families but it does not affect their academic performance adversely. The study also revealed that family size does not influence the students academic performance. However, the study found that there is significant relationship between the level of parents education and the academic performance of the students. The above study relates with the present study as both are discussing about the home variables/factors that affect students academic performance. In another related study, Onyi (2002) conducted a research on the influence of home on the academic performance of students in Enugu East local government area of Enugu state. The researcher used survey design for the study. The sample for the study consists of 240 students. The instrument used by the researcher for data collection was a structured likert type questionnaire. The researcher used weighted means in analyzing the data. The findings of this study are: home environment influences the academic performance of the students, it was also found that students from peaceful homes share their academic problems with their parents. It was also found that there is positive correlation between parents encouragement and students academic performance. This study is related to the present study in that it is geared towards exploring how home environmental factors influence students academic performance. In a similar work, Eke (1999) conducted a study on the relationship between home environmental factors and academic performance of secondary school students in Gboko local government are of Benue state. The purpose of the study specifically was to examine how home environmental factors affect students academic performance. The study design was correctional survey which sought to discover or clarify relationships through the use of correlation coefficient to determine the extent to which home environment mental factors relate with academic performance of students in schools. A sample of 200 students was used for the study. He analysis the of data using conducted using the Peason’s product moment correlation method. It was revealed from the study that the socio-economic background of parents is not significantly related to the academic performance of students in Gboko local government area of Benue state. Another finding of that study was that parental occupation does not significantly affect academic performance of students. The study also found that parental educational background is not significantly related to academic performance of secondary school students in Gboko local government of Benue state. The study is related to this present study because it discussed some of the home related variables that influence students academic achievement. Agu (2010) carried out a study titled “relationship between motivational patterns and students academic achievement schools in Enugu education zone were used. The design for the study was correlation survey design. The instrument for data collection was question. The sample of the study was 459 students. The researcher analyzed the data using Pearson Product moment correlation coefficient. The result of the study revealed that motivational patterns relate to students academic achievement. They study further revealed that motivation is an integral aspect of learning indicating that different motivational construct are correlated with effective classroom learning and achievement. The above study relates with the present study since it embarks on examining motivational factors that enhance students academic achievement.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	AREA OF STUDY
Mbo is located in the south south of Nigeria and is a Local Government Area in Akwa Ibom State
3.2	RESEARCH DESIGN
Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.
3.3	POPULATION OF THE STUDY
According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 
This study was carried out to examine the influence of parental social class on the academic performance of pupils in Mbo local government area of Akwa Ibom State. The teachers and the pupils from six (6) selected primary schools in Mbo local government area of Akwa Ibom state form the population of the study.
3.4	SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION
A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 
3.5	SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE
The Taro Yamane (1967:886) provides a simplified formula to calculate sample sizes.
Assumption
95% confidence level 
 P = .5
[image: ]
n= 200/1+200 (0.05)2
n= 200/1+200 (0.0025)
n= 200/1+5.5
n=120
Therefore, for this study, the sample size is 120
3.6	SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION
The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing 19 questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.
3.7	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-square statistical tool.
3.8	VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY
The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.



CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1	DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.2: Demographic data of respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	76
	44%

	Female
	80
	56%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	120
	100%

	Muslim
	0
	0

	Age
	
	

	18-22
	64
	34%

	23-30
	76
	48%

	30+
	32
	17%


Source: Field Survey, 2020
4.2	ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk55477152]Question 1: How do you rate your parent social background?
Table 4.2:  Respondent on question 1
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	high
	45
	43

	Low
	85
	57

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey, 2020
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table 4.2 above, 43% of the respondents chose high while 57% chose low.

Question 2: Do you think parents’ social background influence children academic performance?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on question 2
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	30
	20

	No 
	90
	80

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey, 2020
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table 4.3 above, 20% of the respondents said yes while 80% said no.

Question 3: Do you think home environment develop children educational performance?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on question 3
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	30
	20

	No 
	90
	80

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey, 2020
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table 4.3 above, 20% of the respondents said yes while 80% said no.
Question 4: Do you think home environment and parental social background affect the pupil’s academic performance in schools?
Table 4.5:  Respondent on question 2
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	30
	20

	No 
	90
	80

	Total
	120
	100


Field Survey, 2020
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table 4.3 above, 20% of the respondents said yes while 80% said no.

TEST OF HYPOTHESIS
H0: Parental social class do no influence academic performance 
HA: Parental social class do influence academic performance 
Level of significance: 0.05
Decision Rule: 
In taking decision for “r”, the following riles shall be observed;
i) If the value of “r” tabulated is greater than “r” calculated, accept the alternative hypothesis (H1) and reject the null hypothesis (H0).
ii) If the “r” calculated is greater than the “r” tabulated, accept the null hypothesis (H0) while the alternative hypothesis is rejected
Table 4.5: Parental social class influence on academic performance
	Variables
	O
	E
	0 – E
	(O – E)2
	(0 – E)2
     E

	Yes 
	30
	10
	25
	25
	62.5

	No 
	90
	10
	57
	53
	0.9

	Uncertain
	00
	10
	-8
	64
	6.4

	Total
	120
	120
	
	
	109.8


Source: Field Survey, 2020 **. Table value at 0.05 significance at 5 df
The calculated chi-square value = 109.8
Df = (K – 1) (3 – 1) = 2
Table value at 0.05 of significance and 4 degree of freedom (Df) = 7.815
Decision: Since the calculated chi-square (X2) value (89.8) is greater than table value (7.815), we reject the alternate hypothesis (Ho) and accept the null hypothesis (H0) which states that parental social class do no influence academic performance.


CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	CONCLUSION
In this study, our focus was to examine the influence of parental social class on the academic performance of pupils in Mbo local government area, Akwa Ibom State. The study specifically was aimed at ascertaining if the social background of parents influence the performance of their children academically in school. 
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 120 responses from six (6) selected primary schools in Mbo local government area, Akwa Ibom State were validated from the enrolled participants.
The findings revealed that parental social class do not influence academic performance. The findings also revealed that home environment do not develop children educational performance.

5.2	RECOMMENDATION
Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:
· Since the family is referred as the primary agents of socialization, it is the first real group of individuals which attempt to expose the child to the norms and values of the society well before any other agent begin to have their effect as well. Therefore, good home environment is an essential ingredient towards academic achievement of the students. A disorganized family life does not provide suitable environment for students to perform creditably at school. 
·  Social and economic policies should be put in place to enable children from parents of low economic status to have equal opportunity of advancing the cause of education of their children. 
· Illiterate parents should be encouraged to go to school in that their literacy will enhance their children’s academic
· The government should introduce schemes to increase Socio- Economic status of deserved students especially in government institutions.
· There should be committees consisted on educated persons to guide those students whose parents cannot provide them a guide line in the educational problems. Moreover, this committee should also help the needy students by providing them financial aid. Media should launch a campaign regarding the importance of education and motive rich people to help those students who are intelligent but Socio Economic Status is an obstacle in their educational career.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE (s) ON A QUESTION
SECTION A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender
Male [  ]	Female [  ]
Age 
18-25	[  ]
20-30	[  ]
31-40	[  ]
41 and above [  ]
Educational level
WAEC	[  ]
BSC/HND	[  ]
MSC/PGDE	[  ]
PHD		[  ]
Others……………………………………………….. (please indicate)
Position
Position 1	[  ]
Position2	[  ]
Position3	[  ]
Position4	[  ]
Section B
How do you rate your parent social background?

	Options
	Frequency

	high
	

	Low
	



Do you think parents’ social background influence children academic performance?

	Options
	Frequency

	Yes
	

	No 
	



Do you think home environment develop children educational performance?

	Options
	Frequency

	Yes
	

	No 
	



Do you think home environment and parental social background affect the pupil’s academic performance in schools?

	Options
	Frequency

	Yes
	

	No 
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