THE INFLUENCE OF HOME ENVIRONMENT ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF A CHILD

ABSTRACT


The project work was carried out in Egor local government area of Edo state and the ten schools were randomly selected to look out for the influence of home environment on the academic performance of a child. Some socio cultural problems which are likely to affect a child’s academic performance were examined with four research questions. The instrument used in the collection of data was the questionnaire, which were tested statistically using sample percentage scores. The statistical analysis is that a child whose parents are educated performed better than those whose parents are less educated. The study also shows that learning materials stimulate a child to learn and that a child who has cordial relationship with his/ her parents performs better in school than those who do not. It as also discovered that cultural factors can also influenced a child’s academic performance for instance; a child is likely to face conflict divergent cultures 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

The academic performance of any child cannot be separated from the home environment in which the child grows up. A healthy home environment offers emotional security to a child.


The schools cannot simply provide a continuation of the home environment, but they can play an inestimable role in laying the foundation for the child learn how to read and write, however, this influence is characterized by various factors such as the parents home background learning facilities, levels of parents educational attainment and other socio cultural issues.


Over the years, the society had recorded a persisted increase in the rate of poor performance in the various schools examinations such as the senior secondary school examination (S.S.C.E). Comments from educators have shown that the blame from look of performance has been as a result of neglect and carefree attitude towards academic works by students and parents.


It is against this background that the researcher has decided to investigate on the academic performance of a child.


There are innumerable factors which affect a child academic performance as stated above.


It is obvious that a child academic performance is directly related to his her environment as well as learning facilities and other socio cultural issues. Every child is born with the same intellectual ability, but a good and conducive environment with adequate learning facilities will help to boost the intellectual and academic capability of the child. Parents from good learning environment will always have good attitudes towards education and provide learning materials such as the television, instructional video tract, books and journals e.t.c that will facilitate the learning process. These as a matter of fact can give a child an edge over his or her counterparts in an environment with poor learning facilities.


Educated parents will always express the belief that it is important to help a child with his or her home work and to review the school work that the child had done but a child from a poor home environment to a large extent is deprived of such opportunities and thus, he or she struggles to service he teaching and learning process. A student in this category is therefore not confident and consisted. Hence he or she experiences how academic performance hence, the motivation of any intelligent child towards learning is being accelerated by the positive influence of his or her environment, while others are negatively affected in terms of their poor home environment.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 


The importance of education in an individual cannot be over emphasized. Education has a long lasting impact on ones life. For example the acquisition of knowledge and skills and all other things that is worthwhile, which are transmitted to a person through formal and informal education determines his or her potential in future.


Basically, we understand that the home is the first school for a child where he or she is taught the basics norms and values by the parents before the child leaves for the formal education. Contrary to popular opinion. Learning and reading begins in school but the first foundation of the child begins in school but the first foundation of the child begins at home. (Binkley 1998)


Base on those facts, this research has to do with asking the following questions on why does student home environment affect student performance in school.

· Unconducive learning environment reduces a child academic performance 

· Can the attitude of illiterate parents affect the child performance 

· Can the attitudes of illiterate parents of affect the child’s performance   

PURPOSE OF STUDY 


The purpose of this study is to carefully investigate the relationship between a child home environments, level of parent’s educational attainment, learning materials a child’s academic performance in school. In other words the research seeks to know how variation in the above aforementioned factors in a Childs home can influence his or her performance in school, after which the research intends to suggest possible ways which these problems can be solved.

SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY 


Education is of immense importance to individuals and to the society at large. Educators have greatly assumed that the home environment, to a large extent determines the progress of an individual in learning situation. This study will therefore highlight the significant differences in various home environments. The study will enable educationist and curriculum planners to take full cognizance of individual difference among children in any teaching/ learning environment while planning. It will also help teachers to cater for the various classes of school children in the classroom.


Also, it will enable the teacher to adopt new dimensional approaches while teaching finally parents irrespective of their educational qualification should encourage the child at home, and also provide the maximum stimulation at all times. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 


As regard to the purpose of this research, the following research questions provide the focus of the study.

i) Does the home environment have any influence on a Childs academic performance

ii) Do the parents and their academic attainment have any influence on a Childs academic performance 

iii) Do the parents and their academic attainment have any influence on the academic performance 

iv) Is the academic performance of a child influence by his or her socio cultural background?

SCOPE OF STUDY 


This study is mainly concerned with the influence of home environment on the academic performance of a child. However the researcher is limited to some selected secondary schools in Egor local government area of Edo state 

LIMITATION OF STUDY 


One of the study limitations is that some of these respondents might not attempt to answer any question given to them at the right time, while some will give inadequate information about themselves and shy away from answering question posed before them. Another difficulties being encounter were finance and time due to lecture and other academic involvement.

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

i) ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE: this can be define as the score a child or individual obtain in teat or examination based on hi or her learning experiences.

ii) HOME ENVIRONMENT: home environment in this context simply means the immediate surroundings and first institution where a child is taught the basic norms and values by the parents before he or she proceeds to acquire formal education 

iii) SOCIO STATUS: this is the total state of an individual based on inequality in terms of occupation, level of education and other societal issues 

iv) SOCIO- CULTURAL BACKGROUND: this is the social and cultural makeup of an individual in relationship with his or her environment

v) EDUCATION: formal instruction or training given to a child in school 

vi) PARENT: any person (man or woman) with legal claim of a child 

vii) EDUCATED PARENTS: owner of a female child or male child with formal education in addition to informal education 

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW


The development of an individual is seen as a bye-product of the first learning institution for the child parents as the first teacher of the child and significant role models give the child the first experience of attention in that small community of diverse individuals.


According to Fredrick’s .A. and Resinski T.V (1998), the home environment is a contributing factor in the development of a reading ability of a child and the child feels at ease when he or she works out problems with his or her parents.


Home environment in itself, is an embarrassing term and it comprises the following societal cultural background, educational level of parents a child linguistic background, learning facilities, occupation of parents e.t.c all these are major determinants of developments of individual potentials.


However, in this chapter, the under listed sub headings will be examined.

1. educational attainment of parents 

2. learning facilities 

3. parental home influence 

4. social cultural influence 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF PARENTS:


educational attainment of parents often affects the performance of a child in school it is observed that parents who have attained certain educational psychological and material needs, in other words, educated parents tend to be more committed and ensure that the Childs gets the best occasionally. They often find out about the child performance in school by liasoning with his or her teachers.


Goldenberg (1999) observed that literate parents are likely to look into a Childs everyday routine and literacy influences which may directly or indirectly affect positively, the child literacy development and experience at home and school.


Furthermore, the role of educated parents in a Childs academic performance cannot be over stressed, as majority of them want the best for their children. It has also been reported that the literate parents spend more time to supervise their children school work and assisting the child with home work tasks. 


In summary, it has been asserted that educated parents produce a relatively large number of intelligent children of high ability than less educated parents. Binkley M.R (Adopted by J.G Lipson and L.A Macpadden 1999) this however shows that the higher academic attainment of parents the better their children academic achievement. This emerges as a critical factor I n predicting a child literacy performance at school.

LEARNING FACILITIES


The influence of learning facilities in the development of a child’s academic potentials cannot be overemphasized.


V. H. Bell-Gam and Osunde A.U (2001) stated that learning materials otherwise known as instructional aids, play significant role in the learning process and provide a child with unique experience.


A good conducive environment will appear to contain more learning facilities that a child could incorporate into his academic activities in other words; adequate learning materials at home will boost the Childs intellectual and academic capability.


Margaret Omozuwa and Ede Iyamu (2003) also argued that an environment stimulating and conducive for learning, aids the adolescent intellectual ability.


Such environment with educational gadgets, such as video, television, radio, toys and relevant textbooks e.t.c aids cognitive development.


Goldenberg (1999) claimed that by getting in touch with a variety of printed materials, a child will understand the function of written language. 


In summary, it can be derived from this factor of literature review that a good home environment must be adequately equipped wit learning materials, and a child must initially learn that these relevant materials in his immediate environment are very meaningful.

PARENTAL HOME ENVIRONMENT 


Another factor of this study is that the parental home environment is very important and meaningful. Parents naturally become the Childs first teacher before the child is sent to school. At the stage of a Childs mental development, the mother for instance, is all he or she and also, a child who always had his or her mother cannot betray him or her. Ede Iyamu and Margaret O. Omozuwa (2003).


Binkley M.R (1998) also found that many children have been taught to read at home parents offer guidance to teach the child to develop reading habits before he or she goes to school and a child who begins to read at home do at least well, and in many instances better in the first grade. Fredricks A. and Rasinski T.V (1998) also stated that a child learns naturally when his parents read to him, and also to let him handle books at home and by doing this the child gains direct information. Eduwen (1999) however, concluded that the degree to which a child is motivated determines the energy he or she will put into the learning process and this as a matter of fact with interest, facilitates learning. In summary, when a child is surrounded by caring parents who will provide the security he need for desirable learning, the child will develop positive association with reading and writing hence, active parental involvement in the school is essential to a child educational accomplishment. 

SOCIO-CULTURAL INFLUENCE           


Cultural values always play an important role in the educational achievement of any child and parents are renowned for their willingness to sacrifice this set of values for the sake of the child’s education. J. O. Afe and E. O. Egbochukwu (2005) posited that a child develops ideas of right and wrong through the home, and at this stage, a foundation for moral characteristic is laid. Also, parents teach certain norms which they expect their child to follow, and in this way the education of such a child is adequate taken care of, Omogiade O. and Agholor B. U. (2005). 


Goldenberg G. (1999) also claimed that the significance placed upon a academic achievement varies between cultures, and that parents and teachers believe that the emphasis on more efforts, the more likely that both parents and teachers can be helpful in aiding the child’s academic activities. According to Omozuwa M. and E Iyamu (2003) they states that in a good social environment, there is good cordial relationship with neighbors and the culture of the parents, habits of elders or siblings affect the child’s personality and cognitive development. 


In conclusion, Goldenberg G. (1999) further stated that knowledge of ones culture is passed, and when a child is surrounded by parents with such embracing cultural heritage and moderately competitive kingship relationship, a foundation for literacy is built with less difficulty.    
CHAPTER THREE

METHOD OF STUDY


This chapter is basically concerned about the method and procedures used in conducting this research. This chapter is sub-divided into research design, population of the study, sample of the study, research instrument, validity, reliability of instrument, administration of questionnaires and methods of data analysis. 

RESEARCH DESIGN 


This research is designed to find out the influence of home environment on the academic performance of a child. 

POPULATION OF THE STUDY 


The population of this study is students in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. There are about 112 secondary schools in the area with a total student’s population of about 1052 (senior secondary schools only) this will however represent the total population of study.
SAMPLE OF THE STUDY  

A total of 100 students were carefully selected from 10 schools of about 1052 students to form the sample of study. Out of this figures, 10 students were carefully picked from each school as respondents to represent the 100 students. 

RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 

The main research instrument used for this study is the questionnaires. It was carefully designed to contain relevant data to the study. The questionnaires consist of two sections. Section A contains personal information about the respondents such as the sex, marital status and age bracket, while section B consists of twenty questions met for students to provide responses to. 

VALIDITY 

To validate this research instrument, it was reviewed by experts in the field of education to ascertain its potentials and ability to effectively play its role in the study. The questionnaires were reviewed for its comprehension for what it was supposed to define and final questionnaires were prepared in line with various suggestions. 
RELIABILITY OF INSTRUMENT 

The test retest method was used to test the reliability of the instrument. It was administered to students and there responses where scored after an interval of two weeks. The same questionnaires was re-administered to the same students and their scores of the first attempts were correlated with students during the second administration and respondents give the same answer. 

ADMINISTRATION OF QUESTIONNAIRES   

Copies of the questionnaires where carefully examined and evaluated by the supervisor and I personally distributed them to the individual schools to be administered. They were also guaranteed absolute confidence on the information they would provide. However, since students have similar problems in their academic pursuit this survey was restricted to students in the senior secondary schools only. 

METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS  

The responses or data collected were grouped, tabulated into frequencies and analyzed in accordance with the questions and information. The statistical techniques used in this analysis of data was the simple percentage. This method was used because the researcher finds it more convenient and accurate. 

This simple percentage method is carried out by dividing the number of responses by the number of respondents and then multiply by 100 that is: 

Formula P = R/N x 100/1
R = Number of responses 

N = Total number of respondents 

P = The results obtained (%) 

CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS


This chapter is about the data analysis which shows the respondents responses to the different questions. The data was collected from participants who responded to the questionnaires in different areas of Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. The analyzed data will help in knowing the problems influencing home environment on the academic performance of a child. 
PRESENTATION OF DATA ANALYSIS 

Research question 1: Does parents who are educated always want to give their children the best education? 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	40
	80

	No 
	10
	20

	Total 
	50
	100


The table above reveals that 80% respondents agreed that parents who are educated give the best education to their children while 20% says no. this shows that majority of educated parents in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State give their children the best education. 

Research question 2: Does the education of parents have influence on the children home literacy experience?
	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	45
	90

	No 
	5
	10

	Total 
	50
	100


 Table two above shows that 90% respondents believes that education of parents have influence on child’s home literacy while 10% says that the education of parents do not have any influence on child’s home literacy experience.
Research question 3: Do educated parents assist their children in their home work task? 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	20
	40

	No 
	30
	60

	Total 
	50
	100



The table above shows that only 40% respondent agreed that parents assist their children in their homework task while 60% respondent disagreed. 
Research question 4: Children whose parents are educated do better in school than those whose parents are not educated. 
	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	40
	80

	No 
	10
	20

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 4 shows that 80% respondents agreed that a child whose parents are educated do better in school than those whose parents are not educated while 20% disagreed. 

Research question 5: Literates parents are likely to produce a relatively average number of educated children. 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	42
	84

	No 
	8
	16

	Total 
	50
	100



From the table above, it shows that 84% respondent agreed that literate parents will produce a large number of educated children while 16% respondents disagreed. 

Research question 6: A child from rich and educated parents perform better in school than a child from poor illiterate parents. 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	10
	20

	No 
	40
	80

	Total 
	50
	100



The table shows that 20% respondents have strongly belief that a child from rich and educated parents perform better in school than a child from poor illiterate parents while 80% respondents disagreed. 
Research question 7: Does a healthy home environment offer emotional security to a child’s academic performance? 
	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	39
	78

	No 
	11
	22

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 7 above shows that 78% says yes that a healthy home environment of parents offers emotional security to a child’s academic performance while 22% respondents disagreed.
Research question 8: Can the attitude of parents affect the child’s performance in the school. 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	45
	90

	No 
	5
	10

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 8 above reveals that 90% respondents agreed that the attitude of parents affects the child’s performance in school while 10% of respondents disagreed. 

Research question 9: Does only the child of educated parents perform better in school? 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	7
	14

	No 
	43
	86

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 9 shows that only 14% respondents agreed that only educated parents children do better ion school while 86% respondents disagreed. 
Research question 10: does parents interest on a child assignment increases the child’s motivation to learn? 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	47
	94

	No 
	3
	6

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 10 above shows that 94% respondents believe that parents interest on child’s assignment increase the child motivation to learn while 6% respondents disagreed. 
Research question 11: Unconducive learning environment reduces a child’s academic performance

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	46
	92

	No 
	4
	8

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 11 clearly shows that 92 respondents know that conducive learning environment can reduce the academic performance of a child while only 8% respondents do not know that the Unconducive learning environment affects the child learning performance. 
Research question 12: do you think that inadequate learning materials can reduce a child’s performance in school. 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	40
	80

	No 
	10
	20

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 12 above shows that 80% respondents agreed that inadequate learning materials reduces a child’s performance in school while 20% disagreed. 
Research question 13: do learning materials help to stimulate a child to learn? 
	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	45
	90

	No 
	5
	10

	Total 
	50
	100



From the table above, it shows that 90% respondents agreed that learning materials help to stimulate a child to learn while 10% disagreed. 
Research question 14: A child who learns to read at home has better grades in school. 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	35
	70

	No 
	15
	30

	Total 
	50
	100



Table 14 above shows that 70% respondents agreed that a child who learns to read at home has better grades in school while 30% respondents disagreed. 
Research question 15: A child surrounded by all kinds of learning materials do better than those with no learning materials. 

	Responses 
	Number 
	Percentage %

	Yes 
	45
	90

	No 
	5
	10

	Total 
	50
	100



The table above shows that 90% respondents believe that a child surrounded by all kinds of learning materials do better than those with no learning materials while 10% respondents disagreed. 
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SUMMARY 


The influence of home environment on the child academic performance cannot be over emphasized. The researcher has been promoted to look into home environment as it has influence on a child academic performance and the factors that were considered are parent’s home background, level of educational attainment, learning facilities and socio-cultural issues. A careful examination was made to determine the effects of the above factors on a child’s academic performance however in the research methodology, questionnaire was used to elicit for the necessary information needed for the research work. The questionnaires were specially designed for students in the senior secondary school in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State.


The findings were analyzed and it was discovered that a child from a healthy and conducive home environment performs better in school than those from Unconducive home environment. It was also revealed that a child who is surrounded by all kinds of learning materials always learn at home. Finally the findings also revealed that students from educated home perform better academically compared to his or her counterparts from less educated hoe whose parents spend little or not time to assist them. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A child academic performance has been founded to be determined by so many factors however, based on the study, the researcher therefore make the following recommendation with a view to assist the parents, teachers and government and which the researcher feels would enhance a child’s academic performance in schools. 

1. Since education of the child starts from the home, conducive learning environment should be put in place to prepare the child for better academic performance. 

2. Parents should be enlightened regardless of their social and academic status on the importance and the need to educate the child for a better future. 

3. Parents should be encouraged to buy any learning facilities/materials for the child’s and also to assist in monitoring their academic progress from time to time as these will help to enhance the child academic performance in school.   

4. Teachers should put into consideration the difference in socio-economic and home background of students in order to help those from highly educated homes and those not from educated home. 
5. Since education is an instrument for social transformation, political and economic development, government should try as much as possible to provide sufficient proportion of their budget allocation to education, so as to adequately face the need and constraints faced by students in their studies. 

CONCLUSION 


In conclusion, this research work it can be concluded from the above findings that home to a large extent has influence on a child academic performance. Most parents who are not educated do not show much interest in the child school work, especially those who are engaged in trading and business. Also some of these homes are not conducive for the child to learn and there are no adequate learning facilities to stimulate the child to learn. It can be concluded from this angle therefore that the environment of the home has great influence on the academic performance of a child. 
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QUESTIONNAIRES

This questionnaire is designed to find out the influence of home environment on the academic performance if a child in some selected secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State.
INSTRUCTION: Please read the following questions and indicate your responses by ticking (   ) in the space provided. 

SECTION A   
Sex: Female (   ) Male (   ) 

Marital Status: Married (   ) Single (   ) Divorced (   ) 

Age: below 18 (   ) above 18 (   ) 

SECTION B 

1. Parents who are educated always want to give their children the best education? Yes (   ) No (   ) 
2. Does the education of parents have influence on the child’s home literacy experience? Yes (   ) No (   )

3. Do educated parents assist their children in his/her home work task? Yes (   ) No (   )
4. Children whose parents are educated do better in school than those whose parents are not educated? Yes (   ) No (   )

5. Literate parents are likely to produce a relatively large number of educated children. Yes (   ) No (   )

6. A child from rich and educated parents performs better in school than a child from poor illiterate parents. Yes (   ) No (   )

7. Does a healthy home environment offers emotional security to a child academic performance? Yes (   ) No (   )
8. Can the attitude of parents affect the child performance in school?          Yes (   ) No (   )

9. Only the child of educated parents perform better in school. Yes (   ) No (   )

10. Parent’s interest on a child’s assignment increase the child’s motivation to learn. Yes (   ) No (   )
11. Unconducive learning environment reduce child’s academic performance. Yes (   ) No (   ) 

12. Do you think that inadequate learning materials can reduce a child’s performance in school? Yes (   ) No (   ) 

13. A child who learns to read at home has better grades in school?             Yes (   ) No (   )   

14. Only children surrounded by all kinds of learning materials do better than those without learning materials? Yes (   ) No (   )
15. Do learning materials help to stimulate a child to learn? Yes (   ) No (   )

16. Does the significance placed upon academic achievement vary between cultures? Yes (   ) No (   )

17. A child who has cordial relationship with his/her parents always perform well in school? Yes (   ) No (   )
18. A child from humble background with embracing cultural heritage is always serious in school. Yes (   ) No (   )

19. The knowledge of culture of literate parents is passed through oral and written tradition to the child. Yes (   ) No (   )

20. Do educated parents offer guidance habit before the child goes to school? Yes (   ) No (   )
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