THE INFLUENCE OF FATHER’S OCCUPATION ON STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
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ABSTRACT
This research will be conducted to evaluate how economic background affects students’ performance in economics in Ovia north east local government area of Edo state. The following research questions were formulated for the study:
1. Does the economic status of parents affect the educational performance of students?
2. Does parent’s educational status affect the educational performance of their children?
3. Does the family size affect the student’s educational performance?
4. Does lack of educational facilities influence the educational performance of students?
Four secondary schools will be surveyed. Students interviewed were mostly from low economic status parents with low educational background. It was found from the study that the education and income of parents affect students’ performance that the availability of educational facilities has no effect on students’ performance while that of family size has a positive relationship with students’ performance. The factors responsible for these relationships were discussed. Some recommendations and suggestions for further research were made in the last chapter.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
The academic performance of students in economics in secondary school these days has been attributed to many family factors. Many people including the sociologists and philosophers have carried out a number of resources into those factors that hinder or enhance students’ performance in Economics. They include poor quality of teaching, irregular attendance at school, emotional attitude of the child to school and school subjects, defective physical conditions which are manifested in poor hearing, bad vision, impediment of speech, the environment and the society as well as the occupation of the father of the student among other related factors. The raging friction between the school as to which of the two is in fact responsible for the poor or good performance of student in economic examination has enabled the researcher to take a cursory look at the influence of fathers occupation on the academic performance of student in area of Edo state is chosen as a case study.

The study is rooted in the theory that there is need for a close cooperation between is need for a close cooperation between the home and the school for an understanding of the learning problem of children.

The society has apparently decided for better or worse to educate it children outside the home in separate, self contained, single purpose establishments. Having lived of education from here in this way, to go on and discuss the way they influence each other could be a matter of for they can be resolved most at the root of all discussion about teacher parent relation. There was a time when a parents rarely entered school except to assault looking school master. Teachers on their part, were supposed to be quality of showing no interest in the home to which their pupils belonged. However, nowadays there is undoubtedly a considerable upsurge of interest in the relationship between home and school, and a trend towards ensuring this interest various formal organization and system in many schools have presents teacher organization, many areas have action groups of one sort to another, you have the national confederation of parents teacher association and the advisory centre for education, all of whom are very much concerned with home school links for the purpose of educational achievement of children.
Similarly, it has been accepted that learning can occur in many different settings in the home and play ground, for example as well as in the classroom. Every child brings with him into the class room all his ear, her home training and experience, a kind of internal environment that makes him an environmental factors of considerable significance to others. A learning environment is therefore more than that which can be measured in the students immediate physical surrounding, it includes everything inside and outside the space the child occupies which in any way affects his behavior during a particular learning routine. Economic background characteristics associated with academic performance and intelligence can be divided into two status variable high economic status and low economic status. Both status are determined by the level of education, occupation, and income in the society. These variables though interesting, tell little about how their effects are mediated to child and into process variables, such as achievement process of parents, home language models, academic home guidance and social participation of family.
It is believed that the level of education determines income and occupation of the individual. This in turn determines the persons’ status. But this is not so again because of his health. So because of this variance, the researchers will look at the relationship between academic performance and these variables. The size of the family will not be left out in the research as one of the variables. Though social class is most often used as a child economic background variable in Western European societies and north America, it is rather difficult, if not impossible at this stage to use the social class variable in the developing countries of Asia. Africa and Nigeria in particular in the same way as it is used in Western European countries. Two reasons can be suggested for this, firstly, there has not been any attempt to classify occupations in these developing countries.
Secondly, and perhaps the most important reasons is that the social system of the extended family in these developing countries would make social class based on occupation meaningless for instance a man in a developing country in a good job with a very small salary per annum, may not afford to live a middle class family probably because a lot of people depend on his single salary for their existence so because of this, the size of the family will be looked at as one variable. The different kinds of family-polygamous and monogamous will not be in this research.
The highlight of what will be found in each chapter is as follows: the first chapter deals with the statement of problems and relevant research questions are formulated while the second chapter deals with critical reviews of important literature on the subject. This exercise is seen as a guide to reveal the variables that have been found to be important as well as the gaps in the previous studies on the determinant of performance of individuals. It also enabled the researcher as well as the useful hypothesis, which emerged from their works. An examination of the literature also helped in the formulations of the research problems. Third chapter discuses the various methods which have been employed in collecting the data including the operationalization of the concepts and the descriptive statistics. The fourth chapter deals with the analysis of the data collected. The findings from these analyses are also explained and interpreted with the context of the theoretical framework. The works end with chapter five the conclusion which summarizes what had been done in the survival for further research and then the gaps in the study that can be filled by other research are also pointed out.
1.2
STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS
Today, teachers are often blame for the low academic performance of students without actually finding out other related factors that can contribute to the students problems as far as ac academic is concerned, most parents are quick to point accusing fingers at both the child and his teacher. Should the whole problems be entirely heaped on teachers who always want the best for their pupils? One would like to find out the justifications the parents have for blaming the teachers as regard the low performance of students in their academics. The truth is that the foundation of the child’s socialization is laid at home. Also children spend more time at home than in school. Many factors associated with the family could have actually contributed to the high or low performance of students with the economic as one of them. The class strata in our society based on economic ground have become a common phenomena. There is an equal distribution of wealth among citizens. Thus there arise the educated and the illiterate poverty stricken masses. The study therefore considered the influence of those stratified classes on student’s academic performance. In order words, the study is focused upon how the academic performance of students can be influenced by the family economic status. The following research questions are posed by the researcher.
1.3
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. Does the economic status of parents affect the educational performance of students?
2. Does parent’s educational status affect the educational performance of their children?
3. Does the family size affect the student’s educational performance?
4. Does lack of educational facilities influence the educational performance of students?
1.4
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The purpose is to identify the influence of father’s occupation on the academic performance of students in selected public secondary schools. It is designed to compare the level of academic performance of students from different occupation of the father. The study will give an insight into how and why some students perform better than others.
1.5
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The study is designed to find out the influence of occupation inequality on student’s performance in some selected public secondary school in Ovia North East Local Government area of Edo state. The study will be of significant help to educate on how to handle students from different economic strata so as to increase performance.
          It will also enable school administrators to see the need for providing books, newspapers and magazines in the school library knowing fully well that some students may not have opportunity in their house. The study will also help the teacher in adjusting his or her method for effective teaching to accommodate every student.
1.6
THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The study will be used in some selected public secondary schools in Ovia north east local government area of Edo state for the purpose of convenience. The area being a semi-urban was chosen so as to involve children from various home backgrounds. The four schools SSS 2 students were used for the study, the study will only lower the economic aspect like the parents children in the family.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework

2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Concept Of Occupation

According to Marnot, (2004) Occupations are ranked into most prestigious occupation and lower ranking occupation. The most prestigious occupations are physicians, surgeons, lawyers, chemical & biomedical engineers, and communication analysts. While lower ranking occupation are food preparation workers, counter attendants, bartenders and helpers, dishwashers, janitors, maids and housekeepers, vehicle cleaners, and parking lot attendants. The job consider as high status in classification provides more challenging works, ability and greater control over working conditions. While those considered less valued in classification paid significantly less and more laborious, very hazardous and provided less autonomy. Gachathi (1976) indicated that occupational prestige is a component of socioeconomic status encompasses both income and educational attainment. To him, occupational status reflects the educational attainment required to obtain a job and income levels. When parents have a better occupation, they make adequate provision for their children education. They provide economic, social, psychological and emotional support to their children, and this would make it possible for the children to perform well in their educational attainment. Memo, et al. (2010) in their research on the impact of socioeconomic status on students’ educational achievement at secondary schools districts of Malir, Karachi, in Indian. They found that there was significance relationship between parents’ occupation and students’ academic performance in matriculation examination. Students whose fathers have better occupation performed well in matriculation examination than those students whose fathers have a less prestigious occupation. Fathers with the high occupation are in a better condition to assist and encourage their children toward educational attainment. They can provide whatever is needed to support and encourage their children morally, intellectually, spiritually and psychologically. But parents with less prestigious occupation due to instability and financial problems cannot provide adequate modern facilities to enhance their children education. Mother’s occupation also influences students’ academic performance. It was observed that students with a mother who have better occupation performed well in matriculation examination than their peers from mothers with less prestigious occupation. Also Saifullahi, (2011) pointed out that parents’ occupation significantly influence students’ achievement. He used the data from three different colleges in Gujarat district. The result indicated that children of government employees secured more marks (60.02%) than the private job holders, because of the certainty and reliability of the government jobs. Parents with government jobs are more secured, and their family are at peace relatively compared to those who work in the private organisation. They are always in frustration and lack of confidence at been permanent. Likewise, occupation of the mother has an influence on students’ scores. The result of this study indicated that the maximum percentage of marks that is 64.5% is of students who mothers were government workers. So this seems that both fathers and mothers profession have a significant influence on students’ academic achievement. The influence of parental occupation continues to attract the attention of many researchers. In line with this assertion Qaiser, Hassan, Ishtiaq, Muhammad, Farid & Zaibun (2012) conducted a study on effect of parental socioeconomic status on the academic achievement of secondary school students in Karak district, Pakistan. One thousand five hundred students were selected from 60 government boy’s high school in Karak district as a sample of the study. They classified parents into four classes based on their occupation; class 1, class 2, class 3, and class 4. The result indicated that those students who their parents belong to class 1 scores high grade than the other classes in comparison. Likewise, the students belong to class 2, are better than those from Class 3, and then followed by class 3, to class 4 respectively. Therefore, it is important to note that parents’ occupation plays a significant role on students’ academic performance. The study indicated that parents with prestigious occupation provide necessary facilities needed for the enhancement of their children education. They also give them support and encouragement toward the attainment of educational achievement. On the other hand, students from less prestigious occupations lack so many advantages as compared to those from the parents with high prestigious occupation. They face a lot of challenges both at home and school which hinder them from participating fully in classroom activities, and result in poor academic performance. Parents with lower or less prestigious occupation are always battling with how to satisfy their basic needs in the life as such they pay little attention to their children education. Therefore, the influence of parents’ occupation cannot be overemphasized, even though; other socioeconomic status variables such as income, education do affect students’ academic performance. According to charles (2013) occupational status measures social position by describing job characteristics, decision making, ability & control and psychological demand on the job. Ahmad et al. (2013) suggested that a series of questions were asked to parents and guardians about the financial circumstances surrounding children school enrolment in Tanzania. Their answer was no more than economic problem militating against their children to school. Wang (2010) also mentioned poverty as a contributing factor of children drop out in rural areas of China. Parents with less prestigious occupation fail to make adequate provisions to support their children in their educational attainment, and result in poor academic performance or even dropout. Farkhada (2013) in his analysis of gender and socioeconomic status on the academic achievement of secondary high school students of Luck now a city in India, found out that male and female students perform academically well than their peers from low socioeconomic status. High socioeconomic status parents provide necessary facilities regarding their children education, health and understand their problems related to the adolescent period that affects their academic achievement. Faisal Ibrahim, M.A. (2014) in his research conducts to find out the influence of parental socioeconomic status on their involvement in their children’s education in Jordan. He revealed that the relationship between parental occupation and parental involvement at home was moderate in some strategies. It shows that parent with the prestigious occupations is more likely to identify their children’s problem to give a possible solution. They also help them to do their homework by providing facilities necessary for learning development. It is possible as a prestigious occupation is connected with income level. Prestigious occupation parents have better income stability that would make it easier for them to make adequate provisions to their children’s learning development.
Education and Parental Level of Education 
Education is a process of instructions aimed at gaining information and knowledge for an all-round development of the individual. It helps in the facilitation and realization of the individuals’ self-potentials and latent talents (Anderman, Maehr and Midgley,1999). Education makes man a right thinker and a correct decision maker. It is through education that knowledge and information is received and spread throughout the world. Parental level of educational on the other hand basically means the type of education acquired by parents who the sponsors, guardians and care-givers of students or children in schools. It can be western or religious, depending on the environment and geographical location. Educational background may be the number of schools attended and the type of certificates obtained right from primary to tertiary levels. Education not only gives insight, it also grooms the personality, inculcates moral values, add knowledge and give skills. In every field of endeavor, highly qualified people are needed (Musarat et al, 2013). There is arguments that parents’ education affect students’ academic performance in schools. Swart (1999) parents’ level of education is the most important factor affecting students’ academic performance. Zehri and Abdelbaki (2013) submit that parents’ educational background influences the academic achievement of students. This is because the parents would be in a good position to be second teachers to the child; and even guide and counsel the child on the best way to perform well in education and provide the necessary materials needed by the child. This point of view was supported by Saila and Chamundeswari (2013), that a child that comes from an educated home would like to follow the steps of his or her family and by this, work actively in his or her studies. Akujieze (2003) stated that the educational level of parents affect how well children perform in school. However, in some cases, parents who had little or no education usually ensure that their children receive school education. It is believed that a child from a well-educated family with high socio-economic status is more likely to perform better than a child from an illiterate family (Rothestein, 2004). This is because the child from an educated family has a lot of support such as a decent and good environment for academic work, parental support and guidance, enough textual and academic materials and decent feeding. Saila and Chamundeswari (2014) also posit that better educated parents contribute better to the learning of their children through their day-to-day interactions.

Parental Occupational Status 

Akujieze (2003) asserted that occupational status measures social position by describing job characteristics, decision making ability and control, psychological demands on the job. Parent’s occupation determines the type of education a child receives from his/her parents. Fajuyitan (1998) reported that the occupational type of a parent tends to exert a considerable influence on their children’s education or academic performance in school. Ononuga (2005) stated that the kind of occupation a parent engages-in would determine his income as well as his social status. According to Ogunshola and Adewale (2012), parents of different occupation classes often have different styles of child rearing, different ways of disciplining their children and different ways of reacting to their children. These differences do not express themselves consistently as expected in the case of every family; rather they influence the average tendencies of families for different occupational classes (Rothestein, 2004) largely because a high occupational class or prestigious occupations tend to promote economic reserves or assets, presents a source of security by providing a measure of a household's ability to meet emergencies, absorb economic shocks, or provide the means to live comfortably. Therefore, Saila and Chamundeswari (2014) expressed that family financial resources, which are mostly associated with parent’s occupation and educational attainment, often influence learning opportunities both at home and in school and concluded that there is a positive relationship between parental level of occupation and socio economic background of a student.

Academic Performance Concept 

Academic performance according to the Cambridge University Reporter (2003) is frequently defined in terms of examination performance. Academic performance is often characterized by performance in tests, in course work and performance in examinations of undergraduate students. According to Busari (2000) academic performance is also broad name for academic achievement and is generally regarded as the display of knowledge attained or skills developed in the school subject. Iregbu (1992) stated that academic performance is the level of performance in school subject as exhibited by an individual. Alkhutaba (2013) posit that in the school setting, academic performance is referred to as the exhibition of knowledge attained or skills developed in school subject. In the university, the student academic performance is measured through several ways like CGPA, GPA and their test result. Universities use GPA to measure student performance in particular semester. However, Geiser and Santelices (2007) and Acato (2006) reported that academic performance is affected by a number of factors including admission points, social economic status and school background. Swart (1999) in his earlier research pointed out that admission points or university entrance examination score are a reflection of the previous performance which no doubt influence future academic performance. These views tend to portray that academic performance to a large extent emanate from the socio economic background of the student.

Factors That Contribute To Pupils Academic Performance

Parents’ Education

The parents of a kid are his or her closest relatives. Parents who are more educated have a better knowledge of their children's educational needs and skills. As a consequence, parents help their children with their early education, which has an influence on their knowledge and competency in their domains. Parents' educational and intellectual backgrounds have a big influence on their children's academic life.

According to Grissmer (2017), parents' educational attainment has the largest influence on their children's academic achievement. Children's academic performance is impacted by their parents' educational status, according to Taiwo (2016). He says that this is because parents would be in a great position to act as second teachers to their children, coaching and counseling them on how to perform well in school and giving them with the necessary tools. 

According to Musgrave (2017), children who grow up in an educated family desire to follow in their parents' footsteps and are more involved in their academics as a consequence. According to Jeynes, a child from a well-educated family with a high socioeconomic status is also more likely to succeed than a child from an illiterate family (2017). This, he believes, is due to the perception that children from educated households get a lot of help, such as an acceptable and outstanding environment for academic work, parental support and supervision, appropriate textual and intellectual resources, and adequate nourishment. Children with parents with high educational, occupational, and social standing have a considerably greater probability of getting into top secondary schools and ultimately into the finest colleges and institutions in practically all nations, according to Eamon (2018). In truth, rather than color, ethnicity, or immigrant status, the most important factor impacting children's educational achievement is their parents' education (Considine & Zappala, 2015).

Academic Ambition of the Child

Dembo (2017) was the one who first introduced and stated the need of setting behavior goals. Educators could describe a student's academic drive as their ability to set and attain goals (Dembo, 2017). 

Ambition, according to Pettigrove (2007), is the continuous and widespread desire for achievement, attainment, and accomplishment. Ambitions are connected to the pursuit of achievement and the avoidance of failure, according to Dembo , lewin, Festinger, and Sears (2017). In a nutshell, ambition is about attaining rather than accomplishing, however the two terms are often used interchangeably (Maurin, 2016). 
Many philosophers have debated the virtues of ambition, with those who believe it is noble seeming to outweigh those who believe it is bad (Pettigrove, 2017). Students who establish demanding objectives for themselves are more task-oriented and have a greater feeling of purpose in their life. Students' learning, life preparation, academic motivation, and achievement may all be influenced by academic desire.

Quaglia and Cobb (1996) describe academic ambitions as "a student's aptitude to understand and develop future aims while being motivated to work toward those goals in the present." As a result, ambition denotes the notion that a certain action is important in achieving long-term objectives. It reflects people's convictions that thinking about and preparing for the future is both possible and desirable (Quaglia & Cobb, 2018).

Individual goals are important because they may influence important actions and outcomes, such as educational performance (Goodman & Gregg, 2016). Numerous studies have shown that young people who have greater educational aspirations are more driven and attain higher educational levels than their peers. Without a doubt, the relationship between educational outcomes and academic objectives seems to be complex. As a result, ambition may be both a predictor and a consequence of educational achievement, and it is influenced by self-efficacy, personal qualities, experiences, mediating family factors, and views about ability.

Effort of the Child

Without a doubt, a lot of key components contribute to students' academic performance, the most significant of which is labor (Tella & Tella, 2017). Persistence, also known as effort management or effort control, refers to the continued investment of energy in learning despite obstacles.

According to Carbonaro (2015), school effort refers to the amount of time and effort pupils put in to meet the official academic criteria set out by their teachers and/or school. He identified three types of school effort: rule-oriented effort (showing up and behaving in class), procedural effort (completing assignments on time), and intellectual effort (completing projects on time) (critically thinking about and understanding the curriculum). When students attribute their academic performance to effort/perseverance or get feedback that relates their success to effort, they build stronger self-efficacy and expectations for future skill improvement. Several studies have looked at the influence of effort and tenacity on students' academic achievement while establishing success goals (Opare & Dramanu, 2002). According to studies, effort has a role in determining academic success outcomes. In reality, studies demonstrate that effort is positively associated to academic success (Opare & Dramanu, 2015). Among all general approaches, it is discovered that effort is the only direct predictor of learning outcomes.

Study Habits:

Because a student's grades may be connected to their study habits, their study habits may be helpful in predicting grades. Students who have poor study habits, on the other hand, may get worse grades than those who have outstanding study habits. 
Study abilities and learning approaches include time management, accessing information resources, taking class notes, engaging with instructors, preparing for and taking examinations, and many more. There is a clear correlation between such learning practices and methodologies and academic achievement in higher education, according to the data. Students who create their own study aids spend more time doing so than students who depend on the study aids of others. It's also likely that, like taking notes, creating study aids supports the learner in learning more meaningful knowledge by combining diverse pieces of information into new knowledge. We wondered whether students who used pre-made study aids instead of generating their own missed out on the benefits of time-on-task and concept mapping.

Maurin (2015) developed a study habits questionnaire for high school and college students. Their study abilities index looked at three characteristics in both homework and test situations. Distractibility items evaluate the extent to which students report being unable to maintain their attention or concentrate on their task. How well students try to grasp the thing they're studying—do they look for essential concepts or deeper meaning—is a good indicator of their inquisitiveness. Compulsiveness questions assess how attentive pupils are to details and how hard they try to remember knowledge.

Learning Skills:

Student behavior and learning, according to current research, are important factors of academic achievement and retention. If we wish to increase students' academic performance in higher education institutions, we need to focus on interventions that target learning mechanisms, according to Harris, et al. (2017), indicating the need for such programs to be implemented. Despite its theoretical importance and widespread coverage in international media, the influence of learning techniques on academic achievement has gotten much less attention. 

Greater time spent on learning activities leads to more learning, according to Jere Brophy in 1998, as long as the teacher is competent and the learning activities are well-designed and conducted. Another concept that affected us was concept mapping. A strategy in which the learner relates new knowledge to a framework of previously taught concepts is known as concept mapping. According to Maurin(2015), the connection of new and old knowledge is a critical component of successful learning and the difference between meaningful and rote learning.
Parents' income and students' academic performance

Umar (2012) pointed out that poverty contributes a lot towards the academic failure, not simply because poor children are cultural disadvantage but because of their natural background is inadequate to allow for the maximum mental development and for the realization of their academic potentials. Evans (2004) stated that children from lower income parents have less stable homes, greater exposure to environmental toxins and violence and so limited extra-families social support network. There is no doubt that parents in such setting would report lower academic expectation, less monitoring of children academic work and less overall supervision of social activities compared to students from high socio-economic families.Evans (2004) repeatedly disclosed that low income background children are less cognitively stimulated than high income background children as a result of reaching less and experience less compels of communication with parents. Ford and Harris (1997) also examined parental influence in African and American students' school performance by focusing on specific socio-demographic factors which income of the parents is one of them. They believed that children from high income parents are better exposed to a learning environment at home because of provision and availability of extra learning facilities. Sa'ad (2013) stated that access to education differs depending on the income level. Income level of parents reflects on difference of enrolment of students into school and graduation of students. Only few children from poor background remain in schools due to higher level of financial cost of schooling. Such financial cost includes not only the school fees but also other Aliyu, (2006) opined that the most important predictor of education attainment of the child is parents' income. The higher the income of the children's family, the higher educational attainment will be realized; funding education required a good income by parents: The academic future of the student's rest on the parents' income because Parents who have high income level may witness high academic performance. This is so because parents with high income level can take care of all necessary academic needs of the children. It is an evidence that children from high income background may have access to all learning materials and equipment which may affect his learning positively unlike the children of low income parents, where they only depend on the materials available with the school. However, income of parents remains a source of finance to the education of their children.Abubakar, (2013) stated that, income level of parents can decide the extent parents can go for their children to enhance their learning process for good academic performance. Parents of low income level are members of the low class; they usually tend to place less value of education owing to their inability to meet up with catering for the necessary academic needs of their children. They also tend to be unserious with proper education for their children. In this situation, their children likely find education not pleasurable, therefore it may fail to achieve good academic performance to great extent, financial background of parents, contributes a lot towards the academic performance of their children. This is certainly true because paying school fees, provision of learning materials and facilities all requires fund and funds itself can be obtained from the income of parents. A child does well in academics when there is provision of all necessary academic needs that foster learning process for good academic performance for the child. Nyemeka (2011) believed that the failure of parents to provide learning materials for their children to encourage their academic performance is a clear evidence of parents' lack of finance to cater for the academic needs of their children owing to low income level. However today, low income level of parents negatively affects the academic performance of their children. This is so because students' failure in academic performance in many cases has links with the in ability of the parents to meet up with required academic needs of their children, which in turns make their children unable to achieve good academic performance in schools. Sa'ad (2013) stated that access to education differs depending on the income level. Income level of parents reflects on difference of enrolment of students into school and graduation of students. Only few children from poor background remain in schools due to higher level of financial cost of schooling. Such financial cost includes not only the school fees but also other indirect cost such as the cost of transport, materials, workshop equipment, laboratory equipment, etc. therefore education requires funds. Parents of low income level usually fail in providing the needs for their children to encourage their learning so as to promote their academic performance Faith (1996) disclosed on low income parents, their homes are not condusive for learning, there are factors like lack of light, spending much time on domestic work, not having reading/research room, absents of books in the home etc. this low income circumstances affects the learning situation of the students and lead to their failure in an academic performance. Nuhu (2013), stated that poverty which is associated with low income families has made learning inadequate, poor academic performance, and impossible for children to meet the required demands in academic performance. In this context, the income level of parents will affect the academic performance of the students. Poverty can also make parents of low financial background less willing to keep their children in schools because of the difficulty to provide them with learning materials which would keep them to learn effectively. A poverty result from low income level is drastically affects academic performance of students. Children of low income parents are usually less successful in academic performance than the children of parents living above poverty level.Many research studies have shown that the income background is a factor responsible for the academic attainment of the students. Research studies show that income background influences student's achievements (Jeynes, 2012; Eamon, 2005). It is believed that low income background has significant effects on the academic achievement of the students because low income background is the obstruction of access to every important resource and creates additional tension and stress at home (Eamon 2005; Jeynes 2012). Students who have a low income background show poor result and are more likely to leave the school. Eamon, (2009) also found that there is a relationship between socio-economic background and academic achievement of the students. Sulaiman etal (2012) stated that the parents' characteristic is the most influential predictor of school performance; the higher the income level of the student's parents, the higher his academic achievement”. A recent meta-analysis of studies investigating the relationship of socioeconomic background and academic achievement showed that different variables of socioeconomic background e.g., parental education, parental income and parental occupation have different effects on the educational attainment.

Parents' Occupation and Students' Academic Performance

John (2012) stated that academic performances are likely dependent on families at the lower end of the social scale where the father and or mother are unemployed or perform unskilled or semi-skilled work. Akhtar and Hussain (1996) sited in Adamu (2009) stated that the most significant factor associated with parents' academic performance in elementary level in Karach Pakistan appears to be parents' occupation and also concluded that variation in parents' occupation determines the factor responsible for low academic performance in schools. Rothman (2004) stressed that occupation is the useful index of social class position because it determines so many aspects of a parson's social life such as family background, educational qualifications, speech and manners and even economic life such as income. Saifi and Mahmud, (2011) Good parental occupation has a positive effect on the academic achievement of students. He studies the effects of socio-economic background on student's achievement and he used parents' income, parent's occupation, material possessed at home, transport and servants as the indicators of socio-economic background and data were collected analyzed by applying percentages. The findings revealed that parents' occupation and facilities at home influence the student's achievement. It is a fact that families where the parents are privileged educationally, socially and economically, promote a higher level of achievement in their offspring who gives higher levels of psychological support for their children through enriched atmosphere that promote and encourage the development of skills required for success at school. Adamu (2009) conducted a study on academic performance differences between parents of higher and lower achievement students in Adamawa central zone Adamawa State. He used parents' occupation to classify the lower and higher achievement in the study. One of the objectives he used was to determine the relationship between parents' occupation and academic performance of students in Adamawa central zone Adamawa State. Survey research design was adopted for the study and sample of 315 students and their parents were selected using simple random sampling techniques from all secondary schools under study. Both interview and questionnaire were used for data collection. The data was analyzed by using descriptive statistic and Pearson product moment correlation co-efficient. The result of study shown there was significant relationship between parents' occupation (lower and higher achievement parents) and academic performance of students in Adamawa central zone secondary schools Adamawa State.

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

social cognitive theory

The theoretical underpinning of this study is founded on the conceptions of the social cognitive theory propounded by Albert Bandura in the 1960s. The theory strongly lays emphasis on one’s cognition. It contends that human development is influenced, in part, by environmental agents. It suggests that the mind is an active force that constructs one’s reality selectively, encodes information, performs behavior on the basis of values and expectations and impose structure on its own actions. It is through an understanding of the processes involved in one’s construction of reality that enables reality that enables human behavior to be understood, predicted and changed. Family socio economic background or structure is an environmental agent that impacts human development and therefore student performance. In view of the theory, the student’s academic performance is a product of interaction of his personality, his academic environment and his socio economic background.
Accidental Theories 

It is widely stated by many people that individual choose occupation accidentally. This hypothesis suggests that an individual occupational choice is determined by an unplanned exposure to a powerful stimulus for example. If a group of workers are asked why they choose their jobs. Some would say that they were looking for a job. 

Impulse Theories  

This is a comprehensive theory of occupational choice which provides for an analysis of internal factor and element which help to condition the response to external factors. This approach has been stressed by those psychologists who are convinced of the central and dominating importance of unconscious motivation in everyday life.  
Talent Matching Theories 

Individual have different strength and weaknesses. This is why those who are concerned with vocational guidance should focus or pay attention to the assets of a particular individual in order to match the assets against the requirement of occupations. This approach appears to have been the cornerstone underlying the vocational guidance movement in the country. Ginzbering Axeldred and Herma (2011) emphasised that effective vocation guidance is based upon the ability of the individual to understand his own value and goals. Theories contained from basic element. 

Occupational choice is a development process which typically take place over it period of time. 

The process is largely irreversible. 

It ends in a compromise between interest and the opportunities which are available. 

There are three (3) period of occupation choice. 

Fantasy stage is governed largely by knowledge about capabilities and value which the realistic stage is a period in which explanatory. 

Supers earners development stage coinciding with individuals life circle outlined below. 

Growth stage (0-14 years). This is a stage in which a child’s development self concept relating to his parents and other within his environment. 

Exploration stage (14-24) this is a stage exploration relating to work and tentative career choice implementation etc. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out on the the influence of father’s occupation on students’ academic performance using four(4) secondary schools in  Ovia north east local government area of Edo State as a case study. Ss2 student from the selected schools  form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Ss2 student from the selected schools, the researcher conveniently selected 200 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the simple percentage tables, which provided answers to the research questions.  

3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

0INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of two hundred (200) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which two hundred (200) were returned and validated.  For this study a total of  200 was validated for the analysis.

Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	88
	44%

	Female
	112
	56%

	Age
	
	

	13-14
	58
	29%

	14-15
	72
	36%

	15-16
	70
	35%

	16+
	00
	00%

	Education
	
	

	Ss2 
	200
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2022

4.2
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS

Question 1:  Does the economic status of parents affect the educational performance of students? 

Table 4.2:
respondent on question 1

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	150
	45.45

	No
	20
	25.97

	Undecided
	30
	28.57

	Total
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 45.45% of the respondents said yes, 25.97% said no. While 28.57% of the respondent were undecided .

Question 2:   Does parent’s educational status affect the educational performance of their children?

Table 4.3:
Respondent on question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	98
	58.44

	No
	42
	19.48

	Undecided
	60
	22.07

	Total
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 58.44% of the respondents said yes, 19.48% said no , while 22.07% were undecided. 
Question3: Does the family size affect the student’s educational performance?

Table 4.4:
Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	110
	38.96

	No
	40
	25.97

	Undecided
	50
	35.06

	Total
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 38.96% of the respondents said very adequately, 25.97% said not adequately, while 35.06% were undecided.

Question 4: Does lack of educational facilities influence the educational performance of students?

Table 4.5:
Respondent on question 4

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	120
	51.94

	No
	30
	19.48

	Undecided
	50
	28.57

	Total
	200
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 51.94% of the respondents said yes, 19.48% said no , while 28.57% were undecided. 

4.3
Summary of findings

The findings of the study revealed that the economic status of parents affect the educational performance of students
The study revealed that parent’s educational status affect the educational performance of their children. 

The study found that,  the family size affect the student’s educational performance. 

The study also revealed that  lack of educational facilities influence the educational performance of students.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION  AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was on the influence of father’s occupation on students’ academic performance using Ovia north east local government area of Edo state as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at highlighting the influence of father’s occupation on the academic performance of students in selected public secondary schools, it is designed to compare the level of academic performance of students from different occupation of the father. The study will give an insight into how and why some students perform better than others. A total of 200 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from student of the selected secondary schools.

5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

The economic status of parents affect the educational performance of students

Parent’s educational status affect the educational performance of their children

The family size affect the student’s educational performance

Lack of educational facilities influence the educational performance of students

5.3
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:

A parent should support their children in the passing of their education by making necessary provisions needed to enhance learning. 
parents should be encouraged to stay active in their jobs whatever small it is. 
Consequently, parents should be encouraged on having self-help jobs to serve as supplement to the available job they have acquired
5.4
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

The study explored only the influence of father’s occupation on students’ academic performance Ovia north east local government area of Edo state. Therefore, other researchers should conduct study in other states located in the country. 
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APPENDIXE

QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender

Male ( )

Female ( )

Age

13-14( )

14-15( )

15-16( )

16+ ( )

Education Level

SS2 ( )

SECTION B

Question 1:  Does the economic status of parents affect the educational performance of students? 

	Options
	Please  tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 2:   Does parent’s educational status affect the educational performance of their children?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question3: Does the family size affect the student’s educational performance?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 4: Does lack of educational facilities influence the educational performance of students?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


