THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY SIZE ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS: A CASE STUDY OF SOME SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN OREDO LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF EDO STATE

ABSTRACT

This project work sought to find out how family size influences the academic performance of students in secondary schools in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. One hundred students were used in four secondary schools. Relevant data was collected through the use of questionnaires. They were treated by using frequency distribution and percentage as statistical tools. The following constitute the main result.

Does family size influence the academic performance of a child?

Does the income of family influence the academic performance of a child?

Does the level of parent’s education affect the education or academic performance of a child?

Does polygamous family affect the performance of a child?
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY


Academic attainment is an important parameter in measuring success in students. Observations and reports have shown that success or high academic achievement has become a Herculean task to accomplish by students in recent times. Poor academic performance was recorded both at the secondary school and tertiary levels of education in Nigeria.


The performance of students at all levels in educational institutions in Nigeria has attracted much criticisms from all and sundry and from time immemorial. The decline in academic performance of students in Nigeria has been observed by Soyinka (1999), when he observed that education system in Nigeria need restructuring. He went further to say that academic standard had fallen drastically and the quality of graduates being produced by the nations’ schools is questionable and subject to re-examination.


Poor academic performance of students has been of great concern to educationists, guidance and counsellor in particular. Despite all guidance programmes and counselling strategies mounted in schools to improve the students’ academic performance were recorded yearly. It becomes necessary to find out the causes of such poor performance in Nigeria secondary institutions. Though these poor performances have been attributed to a lot of industries such as students’ factors, like student’s attitude to school, approach to learning and academic self concept. Apart from students’ factors, school factors and parent’s factors, there are other indicators that cause poor performance. on the part of the parents, there are certain factors which influence children’s success, such as parents’ social class, parents’ education as well as parental input and other factors, the family size and birth order may contribute positively or negatively to students’ academic performance.


Family size in this context refers to the total number of children in the child’s family in addition to the child himself, while the birth order refers to the child’s position in the birth order. However, family type that a child comes from either monogamous or polygamous family usually have impact on the child’s academic performance. It is important to note that either of the family type (monogamous or polygamous) family dictates the size of the family. Polygamous family is peculiar to Africa in general and Nigeria in particular in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State, the data collected revealed that polygamous family is common among well educated family as well as among poorly educated families. It is equally among professional and managerial fathers of the top of the occupational hierarchy. It is the unskilled workers at the bottom of ladders that the practice of polygamy is prominent, but it is equally common among intellectually oriented families living in homes full of recent books as well as families without a single book in their houses.


Information from literature depicted that children from larger families are found to do worse than children from smaller families lower down the birth order do worse than those higher up the birth order (Lacovou, 2001). According to Adler cited in Uba (1989) first birth or the older child is usually advantaged by a good deal of attention and warmth during the early stage on age of life, which he entertains all alone. Observations and studies have shown that more attention and time are usually accorded the first born (Becker, 1980). Parental attention by parents decline as the number of children increase and later born children perform less well than their earlier born siblings. Studies carried out in the past on the relationship achievement and birth order have shown that there were negative relationships. For example Leoma (1982) on relationship of birth order and creativity, first born and configuration of oldest and only children are significantly more creative or verbal test of creativity than later born.


Nwafor and Ango (1988) observed that there was more significant outstanding academic performance amongst first birth children. Tenibiaye (2002) observed that there was a significant difference in intelligent capacity between the first and later born Spear (1982) in his study, investigated that birth order effect on intelligence with later born children revealed that later born children were less capable than earlier siblings when birth order controlled, family size was found to be negatively related to intelligence.


However, Powell and Steelman (1993) and Vanejik and Degraaf (1995) argued that children’s attainment depends on input of time and money from their parents. The more increase of children in a family the less of both inputs. These inputs are not money alone, but other essential things like time, attention, resource delusion and so on. However Booth and Kee (2006) confirmed that children from larger families have lower levels of education. Research on the effect of siblings, size and position has been based on a theory of the allocation of parental resources as presented in Becker (1981) and Spanta and Paulson (1995) confirmed that differences were found in birth order and family size of adolescent achievement in academic.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM


Today teachers are often blamed for low academic performance of the students, without actually finding out other related factors that can contribute to the students’ problem as far as academic is concerned most people are quick in pointing accusing fingers on both the child and the teachers, should the whole problem be heaped on the teachers who always want the best from their students? One would like to find out the justification the people have for blaming the teachers as regard the low performance of the students in their academic. The truth is that the foundation of the child socialization is laid at home more so children spend more time at home than in school. Many factors associated with the family could have contributed to the high or low performance of the students with the family size as one of them. The family size in one way or the other contribute to the failure or success of a student in school, in the sense that when the family is large, there will be no adequate concentration on the child by their parents based on the academic performance of the child.


This study therefore considered the influence of non challant attitude of parents in child bearing on the academic performance, in other words, the study focuses on how the academic performance of the students can be influenced by the family size.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS


Based on the background to the study and problems discussed above, the following research questions were generated;

Does family size affect academic performance of students in secondary schools?
Does family birth order affect academic performance of students in secondary schools?
Does parents’ educational status affect the educational performance of their children?
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS


As a result of the research questions stated above the following research hypothesis were formulated and tested of 0.05 level of significance.

There is no significance difference between family size and academic performance of students in secondary schools.
There is no significance difference between the family birth order and academic performance of students in secondary schools.
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY


The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of family size and family birth order ion students’ academic performance in some selected secondary schools. It is designed to compare the level of academic performance of students from either large or low family size background. The study will give an insight on how and why some students perform better than others.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY


The study is designed to find out the influence of family size on students’ performance in some selected public secondary schools in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. The study will be of significant help to educate on how to hand students from different family size background in order to increase their performance. it will also enable school administrator to see the need for providing books, newspaper and magazine in the school library know fully well that the same students may not have the opportunity in their house, may be as a re4sult of large children in the family and noise everywhere. The study will also help teachers in adjusting his/her method for effective to accommodating every student.

THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY


The study will be used on selected public secondary schools in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State for the purpose of convenience, the area being an urban area was chosen so as to involve children from various family background four schools were used for the study, we find out that those from a polygamous home, majority of them are ignored and as such their performance academically is low as a result of lack of finance and they are made to struggle for themselves, comparing them with those from monogamous home and home not more for children are given attention to and parents are responsible for the financing of their children education.

LIMITATION


The researcher encountered some limitations in the cause of research. Firstly, the research was restricted to some selected secondary schools in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State because of the limited time available to the researcher. Secondly, the financial aspect of the research cannot be over looked as one of the limitation of the study. The money for transport and cash tip to help the researcher to elicit more information that have been inadequate and finally the proximity of the researcher and the supervision is not left out. This affects the contacts, the researcher limit her visit because of fear of not seeing him or the money involve in transport.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Family size: the total number of children in the child’s family in addition to the child himself.

Birth order: this refers to the child’s position in the birth order i.e. the position of the child in the family.

Library: a building in which collections of books, Cds, newspapers etc. are kept for people to read, study and borrow.

Small size family: a family with not more than six (6) people i.e. the father, mother and four (4) children.

Polygamy: the custom of having more than one wife at the same time.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE


In Nigeria little work has been done as regard the area of family factors that influence the learning efficiency or academic performance of students in school in other part of the world, especially in developed countries a lot of work has been done in this area by different researchers as all societies tend to be similar in terms of composition, review of this related literature go a long way in enhancing this work. In this chapter we shall be looking out what family is all about, how family size can influence the academic performance of a student and other factors that can also influence the academic performance of a student and other factors that can influence the academic performance of students in secondary schools.

THE FAMILY


The family is one of the social institution that influence the education of the child, in this chapter therefore, emphasis will be on the family structure, types, as well as role played by the family in education of the learner. Thereafter we will look at how family size can influence the academic performance of students and how other factors can also influence the academic performance of students in secondary schools.


Family therefore can be a bio-social group that is, the family comprises of the biological aspect and social group the family as a primary group of the society is concerned with face to face relationship.

TYPES OF FAMILIES


There are two main types of family

Nuclear family

Extended family

Nuclear family: this family consists of the father, the mother and children. It is also known as the elementary family. This kind of family can gradually becomes smaller in size with increase in the knowledge and practice of family planning.

Extended family: the extended family consists of two or more nuclear families. It includes a span of two or three generations within the total house hold, it is a situation whereby a man conjugal family to form one extended or enlarge family.

THE FAMILY AND EDUCATION


The family remains an institution which provide for the children’s initial education. The family is the originator of personality and intellectual skills of the child. The homes plays an important role during the school years. The social and emotional atmosphere established by parents remain very important in the homes. Each home has a peculiarity that leaves a unique impression on the child in this section however emphasis will be on the influence of family size on the academic performance of students.

THE SIZE OF THE FAMILY


The size of the family affect student’s performance on this J. W. B. Douglas (1964) says that “large family size result in low intelligence quotient (IQ) mainly because the young infant in the large family on which the children are closely spaced in age are not given sufficient time and attention by their mothers so that their inherited intellectual capacity can be developed to the full. These tendencies E. W. Musgrave concluded in their turn will have a vital bearing on success at school especially in secondary school. According to D. Young Beanstelin, social class differences in conception of the uses of toys he went on to specify “the larger the family the less contact and individual attention each child can expect to have from parents. it was observed that family size increase will cause decrease in economic level, thereby making the child to perform very low in class, because when parents cannot afford money for text books and other academic material, can make the child not to do well academically in the sense that he/she may not be able to read well to his/her expectation and she can be disturbed emotionally, especially he/she sees his/her peers having enough to do what they want to do. J. C. Daniel, social class children tended to be more superior than lower ones in verbal reading test than in the non verbal. J. W. B. Douglas reported that the possession of a separate room for home work  varies directly with social class that overcrowding is much more common under working class housing conditions. He said that turn on is very difficult.


Musgrave said “it would seem that whatever it cause, the quality of life in large family does influence measured intelligence and perhaps even attitude towards schools. Douglas continued to say that “the children who are encouraged in their work by their parents are; seem to be at an advantage both in relatively high scores they make in the test and in the way they improve their scores. He was at the view that after the overlapping effect of the size of the family, the standard of home and the academic record of school on test performance had been removed, somewhat was still considerable, there is no doubt that parents’ attitude helps to condition their children’s attitudes. Helen Ovbiagele in one of the Sunday Vanguard supported this by saying that parents should be invited to schools to see the work of their children and discuss about their progress or way forward with teachers i.e. parents teacher association meeting should not be only used for discussing various school projects, there should be days being set aside each term for parents to come and see their children’s work.


According to D. H. Scott, claims that it has been known for a generation that the subject of the produced malformation in the young, also a wide range of unconducive environmental factors during pregnancy and produce malformation in the offspring with` increase in family size has its counterparts in the later born of large families.

DIFFERENT KIND OF FAMILIES


The polygamous and monogamous family: it is believed that under normal circumstance, domestic happiness is always typical in monogamous home while polygamous home have created many domestic problems including jealousy, envy, covetousness, when the man being the head of the family cannot satisfy the wives equally or not able to give their school or academic duties that may cause a heavy quarrel at home, thereby making the child not settle emotionally and that will affect the study of the child in the school if care is not taken other areas where a child can be affected academically are;

LEVEL OF PARENTS EDUCATION


J. W. B. Douglas said that, class differences in life changes has emphasized that there are still wide equalities in educational opportunity in different parts of the country and in different types of family. The child of working class parents who has high intelligent certainly suffers comparison with a child of equal potential whose parents and homes environment are middle class. Douglas is also at the view that well educated parents will want their children to benefit as they have done from their good education and provide all the necessary things they need as well cash, in order for their to accomplish their goal as well as their parents wish or desire.


Crowther report indicates the close association between a father’s level of occupation and his children’s education achievement at school, Robbins confirms that the association with potential occupation is, if anything still closes where higher education is concerned, for example the proportion of young people who entered full time in higher education is 45 percent those whose fathers are in the higher professional group compared with only 4 percent from those whose fathers are skilled manual occupations. The underlying reasons for this are complex, but difference of size of the family and parents’ educational level and attitudes are certainly among them. The link is even marked for girls than boys in respect of this, it becomes clear that the working class child generally speaking is at a disadvantage compared with the middle class child.

THE INCOME LEVEL OF PARENTS


Wealth is something that can be inherited and despite death duties, some inequalities of income perpetuated. P. W. Musgrave in the sociology of education said, “a high income enable parents to give to their children the advantages that money can buy. It is a great help for a child to live in pleasant surroundings, being provided with educational materials, admitted into school with high staffing valid, receiving stimulating experience such as traveling to experience some surroundings different from where he/she was brought up. According to Max Weber he said that these kinds of children are recycling better life chances than the children of the poorer parents. Musgrave added by saying that the family not only transmits material that is beneficial to its offspring but also passes on some of the most indefinable and in materials aspect of social-class. Furthermore, he said the ownership of wealth plays an important role in determining social class since an unequal distribution of wealth lead to an unequal income that makes it possible to give children a more advantageous start in life. The simple fact is that equality of opportunity cannot be provided merely through educational acts. According to Ivoh Moorish he said that inequalities in opportunity for educational development may arise out at any of those particular factors, family economic class or region, he continues by saying that each child in our society has certain social position by absorption. It is born into a particular family in a particular place as a male or a female and in a relative position with regard to brothers and sisters. Weber said that life chances are expressed initially in terms of birth and health J. W. B. Douglas supported this by saying that many of the differentials between classes in relation to those two factors are reflection of their disparities, in terms of wealth and educational status. Douglas indicate that infant care and management as well as the use of medical services improve manual working class mother to the upper middle class mother.


According to R. Sixton writing on the relationship between education and income in a school said that “money spent on such large school and the quality of education offers valid in direct proportion to the income of family in the school neighborhood. To her in general the more money a student parents make the more money will be spent ion his compensation expenditure, inequalities are bound to be found on every level of education. According to the Macmillan he demonstrated that irrespective of national equality of opportunity, the children of parents on higher occupation grades tend to achieve much greater academic and educational success than the children of parents from lower occupational groups. G Knellar however believed that child of middle class tends to perform well in school. He still went further to say right from infancy, he has been shown great parental love, he has been carefully fed, clothed, guarded and parents, he said have time and money to spend on him the child is being shown tenderness, understanding and pride. According to K. M. Monllein and W. A. Stewart stated in their book that confidence with a poverty stricken cultural background always find themselves ill-equipped to deal with the opportunities and the new situation.


On this, Ivor Moorish cited that the home and social class influence are stronger than those of the school and are infact taken into the school. This is supported by the saying that “a child’s home environment will fundamentally affect his perception, his personality development and his inter personal relationship and the school may well fight a loosing battle in the realm of the education of a child’s potentiality because of a social barrier and at the level of communication.


Dr. Ownwene (1980) said that education, occupation and income of a person determine his social class. These three high and very important in all individuals. Musgrave supported this by saying that social class rest primarily on economic function. According to J. O. Obemeata, he revealed that parents whose educational level is secondary education or above were mostly in better paying jobs professional men (doctors, lawyers, civil servants, secondary school teachers and head masters, managers etc.) while parents who only attended primary school or are illiterates, primary school teachers etc most of them have very low income and only take out existence. This confirms the view that in this country education is more than any pother factor that determines ones status and wealth. Children from educated homes are usually the ones from affluent homes. 

SOCIAL CLASS OF PARENTS 


Dr Onwuene defined social class as a level in the society made up of people who considered themselves equal because of similarities of interest, common background, some level of education, occupation and income race and the same attitude towards social issues. Allen C. Kerch (1972) maintained that social class of persons determines his attitude towards things. According to Crowther report, early learning he said in his report claims, social factors closely associated with home background, influence the educational performance and the academic of a child in school. 


According to him most school dropout tend to come from worse home conditions and poorly educated parents whose attitude favoured early to employments. According to Kela and Kelshall defining pattern of socialization and their implication for formal education, said that teachers often without realizing it, show sign of expecting different levels of ability to be demonstrated by people of different social class and ethnic group or origin on the basis of stereotypes previously internalized, low teachers expectation becomes translated into equally low pupils performance. According to R. Lowell he viewed that individual difference in the capacity to learn how to are sometime equated by the school with differences in socials class. 


According to Craft Maurice (1972) talent family values and education, found that working class children in south public were more likely to dropout even when ability and type of school were controlled. Social class, language, and education, pointed that school are fundamentally, determined by important class factor that although school represent an opportunity to train ourselves in the skill that bring reward valued by the middle class namely social position and status, individual success and comfort, lower class families tend not to stress upward mobility and achievement and vital social values and tend not to familiarize the child with books and idea. With this he said that the lower class child is handicapped and may infact be unable to mend the essentially middle class demand of school. among the working class or lower class children who were socially mobile upward come from home in which the parents over confirmed to middle class values. 


J. O. Obemearta, confirms that in Nigeria as a many other countries of the world children from high economic home tend to perform better in intelligence because they have access to reading materials which hasten reading such as pictures book and other children’s literature which are luxuries to children from low economic homes who usually read books for the first time in school. Margrave, school and social order, he said to suggest that lower class children fail at school from stupidity is not simply inadequate that is immoral, that it is to ignore the continuing but largely children disabilities of a class society. He continues to say that social class origin of children have some connections with how well they do in the schools. 


According to Kay Williams, moral education provided a series of humorous contrasts between upper status and low status man in their he portrayed the characteristics attitude, value, occupational, social and family life, holiday, homes and dress of the two classes. According to Ivor Moorish he said that a child’s home environment will fundamentally affect his personal development and his interpersonal relationship and school may well fight a losing battle in the realm of education of a child’s potential because of a social barrier at the level of communication. J. N. Johnson Verbal interaction in social classes, he maintained that both the form and those among the verbal interaction varies by social class and this has gone to create the differences in the learning abilities of the students. Kay Williams made his own contribution by saying that upper status occupation levels, provide the income and leisure to enjoy both recreation and home to bestow the future benefits, which accrued from this equally the poorly paid labourers derive low status from a task which provides little pleasure and successfully excludes him from many cultural and revelation delights. Consequently, the former success is moiré likely to induce positive and dynamic attitudes towards people and situation while the later will more frequently approach them with grudging resentment. He continued to say that higher status children have more buoyant parents and consequently the offspring are early assured of their acceptance and nestle costly in security of love while lower status children are threatened with the withdrawal of love of the imposition of authority to induce obedience. The economically deprived low status children tend to be anti social and very aggressive and frustrated because of lack of love while it will be the opposite for the higher status people, possesses aggression, required for success in business, they try to conceal it, self control is a prime middle class virtue this is because middle class parents suppress their aggression in their young, you find out they middle class and high class children adjust well in school because of the security, love and affection being given to them in their house and at the same time being less aggressive. Kay Williams supported this statement by saying that a middle class child reared in a stable home look forward to promise reward     

CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY


This chapter describes the design of the study and the method of data analysis for the topic. The influence of family size on the academic performance of students in some selected secondary school in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo-State.


Four secondary schools were randomly selected or chosen to gather information regarding the topic stated above, the schools are follows

Ihogbe College, located at I.C.E Road off Wire Road Benin –City 

Akenzua Secondary School, a neighbouring school to Ihogbe college, at I.C.E Road off Wire Road Benin –City 

Emotan College  located at Wire Road Benin –City

Idia College, located at Iyaro 

RESEARCH DESIGN


The research design used in this chapter is the simple survey, to get the full data of the four secondary schools selected in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo-State. This method was used because it helps in the easy identification and collection of data relating to the topic: The influence of family size on the academic performance of students.

POPULATION AND SAMPLE


The research work covered some selected secondary schools in Oredo Local Government Area. A total of hundred questionnaires were administered to students (respondents) which was sub-divided, thus, 25 questionnaires were distributed to Ihogbe college, 25 questionnaires to Idia college, 25 questionnaires to Emotan college and 25 questionnaires to Akenzua II secondary school.

SAMPLING TECHNIQUES


In this study, a stratified random sampling techniques was chosen and used to analyzed the data collected with the aid of presentation as well as percentage to mark for logical co conclusions

INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION


As earlier mentioned the researcher design the questionnaire and carried out face to face interview in order to elicit necessary information from the students as the respondents. This form the basic information for collecting data.

VALIDATION OF DATA


The instrument used has measured that which it was designed to measure it has looked into the influence of family size on the academic performance of students, which will be revealed in the data analysis.

RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT 

 
The evidence that the instrument is reliable is that it agrees with the stated research questionnaire. 

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 


The questionnaires were administered to students of Ihogbe College, Idia College, Emotan College and Akenzua II secondary schools, all in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo-State. Eighty (80) questionnaires were printed and they were distributed to eighty persons which were collected at the spot.

DATA ANALYSIS TECHNIQUES


Data and information obtained from respondents through interview were analyzed with the use of simple percentage and frequency table, in other word; the raw data collected were converted into percentage with the aid of table present age.


Thus, tables were used to arrange the responses into positive and negative responses and then find the percentage of each positive and negative variables used in the study, the percentage will therefore be used to interpret the degree of involvement of each variable in the study. 

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

 
This chapter entails the analysis of data collected from respondents/students in the four selected secondary schools in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo- State. The researcher distributed hundred (100) questionnaires to see their opinion on the influence of family size on the academic performance of students and then collected it from the respondent and duly completed.

TABLE 1: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

	Options 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Male 
	60
	60

	Female 
	40
	40

	Total 
	100
	100


   
From the table above, it shows that sixty (60) respondents representing sixty (60) percentage % were male while forty (40) respondents representing forty (40) percent % were female.

Question 1: Does family size influence the academic performance of a child:

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	51
	51%

	No 
	49
	49%

	Total 
	100
	100%


 
From the table fifty-one (51) respondents representing fifty-one (51) percent tick yes, with the view that if children in the family are too large, they may not be educated as expected. While forty-nine (49) respondents representing forty-nine (49) percent (%) tick no with their view that6 family size can only influence the academic performance of a child if the parents are not hard workings. 

Question 2: Does the income of the family influence the academic performance of a child?

	  Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	50
	50%

	No 
	50
	50%

	Total 
	100
	100%



From the above table fifty (50) respondents representing fifty (50) percent (%) tick yes, that when parents are poorly paid it goes a long way of affecting the child because the child will not be given a sound educational background, while fifty (50) respondents represent fifty (50) percent (%) tick no reason being that a child can still cope if he or she is determined. 

Question 3: Does a polygamous family affect the performance of a child. 

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	46
	46%

	No 
	54
	54%

	Total 
	100
	100%



From the table above, forty-six (46) respondents, representing forty-six (46) percent tick yes, reason being that the father will not concentrate on their children; the wives will be left alone to cater for their children, because of the large number of children while fifty-four (54) despondence representing fifty-four (54) percent (%) ticked because responsibility parents will always carry the responsibility of the family in respect of the number of their family.

Question 4: Does a level of parent’s education affect the education or academic performance of students?

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	60
	60%

	No 
	40
	40%

	Total 
	100
	100%



From the above table, sixty (60) respondents representing sixty (60) percent (%) ticked yes, reason being that parents that are literate may not know the value of education and so cannot give their children the needed support, while forty (40) respondents, representing forty (40) percent % ticked No with the view that, parents always want their children to be better than them, so parents that are not educated will give all the needed support in order to encourage their children to get to the highest level. 

Question 5: Does a student from a rich family do better than a student from a poor

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	0
	0%

	No 
	100
	100%

	Total 
	100
	100%


    
From the above table hundred (100) respondents representing hundred (100) percent (%) ticked yes because it has to do with individual determination on his or her life career 

Question 6: Does the attitude of students to school affect their academic performance?

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	89
	89%

	No 
	11
	11%

	Total 
	100
	100%



From the above table eighty-nine (89) respondents representing eighty-nine (89) percentage (%) said students attitude affect their academic performance because it is their positive attitude towards their academic activities that push them on the drive to successful seat while eleven (11) respondents representing eleven (11) percent ticked/said that it does not really matter that they will one day realize themselves and become what they want to be come in life.

Question 7: Tranquility exists in monogamous family than polygamous family? 

	  Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	95
	95%

	No 
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%



From the above table, ninety-five (95) respondents representing ninety-five (95) percent ticked yes with the view that parents from monogamous home always have good times with their children and share ideas together, with these; the home is always in unity and love shared among the family members unlike the polygamous home where little or non of these things are present.

Question 8: Does family birth order affect academic performance of a child

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	71
	71%

	No 
	29
	29%

	Total 
	100
	100%



From the above table, seventy-one (71) respondents representing seventy-one (71) percent (%) ticked yes reason being that, when children are properly arranged and are given enough attention before the next child is given birth to helps in proper training of children as such it helps to promote their academic performance while twenty-nine (29) respondents representing twenty-nine (29) percent are of the opposite view.

Question 9: Domestic violent is prevalent in polygamous family

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	87
	87%

	No 
	13
	13%

	Total 
	100
	100%


 
From the above table, eighty-seven (87) percent ticked yes, reason being that in polygamous home every one want to receive whatever they feel legitimately belong to them at all cost because they are not all fighting for one goal, as such each and every one want to be the best in the family at the end of the day, mothers poisoning the mind of their children against the other bring about domestic violent among family members. While thirteen (13) respondents representing thirteen ticked no, reason being that things can still be done among family members in harmony without conflict.

Question 10: Is your family a polygamous family?

	Option 
	No of respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Yes 
	63
	63%

	No 
	37
	37%

	Total 
	100
	100%


 
From the above table sixty-three (63) respondents representing sixty-three (63) percent (%) ticked yes, meaning they are from polygamous family or home while thirty-seven (37) respondents representing thirty-seven (37) percent % ticked no.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

 
This study was structured to find out the influence of family size on the academic performance of students.


From the findings in chapter four it was discovered that the size of a family goes a long way in influence the academic performance of students based on the responses of the respondents to the questionnaire issued to them, it was observed that students irrespective of their academic performance they all belong to a family, irrespective of their size; that is why family plays a vital role generally in the life of children


As regard the influence of family size on the academic performance of students with reference to the result of the research, parents are to take the necessary precautions so as to incur good educational background for their children. It was discovered that the success of a student’s both in academic and other aspect in life depend on their parental background, family background and family size base on the finding parents are to take the necessary precautions so as to inculcate in their children good educational background/foundation. They are to take their children’s education as their number one priority in life, not allowing either family size or home to influence the academic of the children.

CONCLUSION 


This research work was designed to find out the influence of family size on the academic performance of students 


It has been observed from the research that family is a very paramount place where everyone belongs and cannot do without it. But the parents of the family irrespective of the size should ensure the safety of the children’s education and ensure there is peace and harmony midst parents and children to enable them do well in their academy. 

RECOMMENDATION


Knowing the usefulness and the importance of family and the influence it has no the life of students

The parents should ensure the family is well planned and established so as to equip their children with the basic knowledge that is needed 

There should be that cordial relationship amidst mother and father with their children so as to combine effort in providing the basic need of the children as students

Parents should try as much as possible they stay clear from polygamous in order to avoid domestic war or conflict among children at home. Parents are also to try pay more attention to their children that are students and ensure they give or pay full attention to their academic work.
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QUESTIONNAIRE


The survey focuses on the “influence of family size on the academic performance of students” your answer to the underlisted statement will go a long way offering solution to give problems.


You are expected to give your opinion by ticking the right space provided for the state as Good (√) please respond to it as stipulated. 

SECTION A

1 NAME:  

2 SCHOOL: 

3 SEX: Male (  ) Female (  ) 

4 AGE: 10-15 (  ) 16-20 (  ) 21-25 (  ) 26 and above (  ) 

5 MARITAL STATUS: Single (  ) Married (  ) Engaged (  )

SECTION B

 
Please in this section you are expected to respond to this question provided below Yes or No

Does family size influence the academic performance of a child? Yes (  ) No ( ) 

Does the income of the family influence the academic performance of a child? Yes (  ) No (  )

Does a polygamous family affect the performance of a child academically? Yes (  ) No (  )  

Does a level of parent’s education affect the education or academic performance of students? Yes (  ) No (  )

Does a student from a rich family do better than a student of poor family?             Yes (  ) No (  )

Does the attitude of students to school affect their academic performance?               Yes (  ) No ( )

Tranquility exists in monogamous family than polygamous family?               Yes (  ) No ( )

Does the approach of students to learning affect their performance?    Yes (  ) No ( )

Does the family birth order affect academic performance of students? Yes (  ) No ( )

Does the parents input of time and money affect the attainment of students?              Yes (  ) No ( ) 

Domestic violent is prevalent in polygamous family? Yes (  ) No ( )

Is your parent’s level of education affecting you? Yes (  ) No ( )

Is your family a monogamous or polygamous family? ________________

Domestic happiness is always typical in monogamous family? Yes (  )    No ( )

Do you have siblings? Yes (  ) No ( )
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