THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY BACKGROUND ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICS STUDENTS
ABSTRACT
The study examined the influence of family background on the academic performance of senior secondary school student in Ebonyi state. More specifically, the study sought to assess the academic performance within sound family background and paltry family background in Senior secondary schools. The study consist of all senior secondary school students (SSS1-3), simple random sampling technique was use to pick the respondents and 122 senior secondary school students were selected. 100% respondents duly participated in the survey. A well-developed questionnaire was designed to elicit information from the respondents.

The data collected were analyzed using the descriptive statistics technique and the chi-square was employed to test the stated hypotheses at 0.05% significance level. Result from the study indicated that parents’ educational level, occupation, family size and level of motivation are key variables of family background that significantly influences the academic achievement of students. Also students’ from sound family background naturally tend to perform better than their peers from paltry family background.

Base on this, the study advised that Students should be encouraged, monitored, motivated and supported by their parents and teachers.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study
Education is a basic tool used by society for transmission of its societal values. It has become an area of prime importance not only for government or voluntary agencies but also for individuals, families, Governments and communities. Voluntary agencies and individuals are committing a lot of resources in order to achieve success in the educational enterprise (Orhungur, 1990). Awoniyo (1991) put it that the government believes that the greatest investment of a nation should be in her people. The greatness of any nation depends on the genius, qualities, attitudes and aspirations of her people and it cannot expect to be ignorant and free at the same time. Many factors and reasons have been given as being responsible for the continuous falling in the academic standard of our present educational system. These includes; attitudes of teachers to work, lack of seriousness on the part of the students, effect of the dwindled economy and to some extent the increasing degenerating moral system. Despite all possible efforts put forward by various governments and voluntary agencies to curb these trends, the country is yet to witness the rise it desires to see in the educational system. The saddest irony of it all is that we have all the teaching facilities and equipmens with modern infrastructures, more qualified and experienced teachers now than we had in the past, more improved effective teaching methods and strategies and all the facilities as well as basic amenities one could need foe effective learning. 

The worry then was, why is education falling continuously in the system today? The researchers’ interest and motivation in this topic is the fact that some students are exceptionally good in their work, while some extremely bad. When such variations in scores are traced it is more often discovered that family background is a major contributory factor. It is therefore important that the levels of such contributions and the influence they have on children be examined so that useful suggestions to parents, teachers, educational planners and government could be made. Orhungur (1990) asserts that the cultural background of the family is determined to a large extent by its socio-economic background. As the child grows up moves out to the interest wider society his/her interaction with it and perception of it are largely determined from her earlier, experiences at home. The family setting and its socializing influence mould the personality of the child. Nigeria, for instance is a society with diverse ethnic groups with various cultural background in areas like family size, occupation and in extreme cases, religion. These factors pose their own restrictions on educational upbringing of children. The social sitting or mode of settlement of the family and extended family system may equally influence the academic performance of a child and by extension, their educational upbringing. Motivation is most need in order to perform more efficiently in their area of endeavor. When certain factors are eminent in a child’s family background, it is clear that the child will be motivated and driven towards high academic goal. 

Denga (1986) in Eyake (1997) advised that praises, incentives, recommendations and other forms of reward system should be employed as motivational factors to stimulate students to higher achievements. It is likely that the much a child achieves during his school days is largely dependent on the kind of family to which he/ she belongs. For instance, a child whose parents take a great deal of interest in what he/ she does at school and give him / her necessary support by providing all the required books and finances needed has a great advantage over a child whose parents do not give him this kind of incentives and encouragements. More so, students’ attitudes to learning and educational performances are shaped by the kind of stimuli offered to them by their various environments. This can be considered in terms of the type of family, the home, parental social orientation, educational level, occupation to mention but a few. It is therefore, evident that students’ performance is contingent on the stimulus the home offers. Educational upbringing is not unconnected with the family influence of a child. Individual members of the family serve as a model to the child as he/ she copies from each of them. Eyake (1997) quoted. Adeyeme (1977) if the house fails to provide the child with the necessary equipments to fit him/ her into his proper place in the society and guided properly for his/ her future career, then the child is damaged. An analysis of the percentage of secondary school dropout today entails that such students are usually from broken homes, wiring polygamous family or with other socially related problems. 

The agrarian and large families have accounted for the polygamous life of people. The large the size of the family, the more economic and other social responsibilities the parents bring upon themselves. And more often than not, the educational performance of students from such family suffer serious setback. This is because such parents might not be able to afford the cost funding education for the children. Other factors may affect the education performance of students like separation on grounds of different working station, divorce or even natural death can bring adverse effect on the growth and development of a child. Furthermore, economic position of parents is one of major factors that can influence greatly the educational upbringing of a child. In most families, either or none of parents may be earning income sufficient enough to sustain the family, faced with malnutrition and other emotional and psychological effects, the mental development of the child  would be greatly retarded. Orhunger (1990) adds that a low income family with plenty of feeding problems may produce children who physical and mental development poses real challenges to the schools effort at optimum development of the child. This research work is therefore intended to explore the degree to which these factors influence the educational performance of students with a view to making useful suggestions that would help in checking the system.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Societies all over the world strive to achieve quantitative education for her citizenry. In order to achieve this noble course, so many factors must be put into consideration. Among them is the family background of the child. The family has a great role to play on the overall development of the child and his educational upbringing in particular. The gap in performance between students and academic excellence constitute a great source of worry and serious concern as well as discomfiture to both parents, schools mangers, policy makers and various governments responsible for the education of students’ in secondary school schools. Experience has shown that among the secondary school students’ there exist some differences which influence students academic performance, such as some students’ being able to pay their school fees promptly, while  others  were often sent away for nonpayment of school fees, some students have  problem with the provision of school uniform but others do not. Likewise, some students were motivated by their parents through the provision of educational materials like text books and exercise books, others were not, where as some students’ come to school properly feed, others not. One then wonders whether influence of family background had played a in these issues. In the light of this, the main problem of this search is to find out if there exist in Gboko local area a relationship between family background and the students’ academic performance.

1.3 Purpose of the Study
There is no gain for any country whose educational planners and policy makers stands and watch the falling standard and steady decline of education at a given rate. They must identify the causes for such decline with a view of proffering solution to them. This research work is set to accomplish the following objectives;        

i. To investigate into the effect of family background on the educational performance of students’.   

ii. To find out if social-economic status of parents influence their students’ academic performance in physics. 

iii. To find out whether educational attainment of parent affect their students’ academic performance in physics.  

iv. To find out the influence of family size on educational upbringing of physics students.

1.4  Research Questions  
For the purpose of this research work the following research questions have been formulated;                                     

(a) Do parents socio-economic status influence the academic performance of the students?                                                   

(b) Is there any effect of family size on the academic performance of physics students?                                         

1.5  Hypotheses 
The following hypotheses will be tested to guide this study;    

(a) The socio-economic status of parents has no significant effect on the academic performance of physics students.                                      

(b) There is no significant effect between family size and the academic performance of students in physics.     

1.4 Significance of the study

The work of this nature when completed may help the parents to be aware of the effect the family has on children and how such affect the child positively or negatively in relation to their academic performance. From the available recommendations, they will be able to adopt measures of bringing up there in such a way that they will perform well academically. Similarly, it is likely to encourage parents to make their children relatively comfortable in schools. This study also could aid children of various families to be aware and bear in mind with their parents in ability to provide them with all the necessary requirements in schools, and also sympathize with them in family problems and situations. More so, educational and curriculum planners could be guided in planning the curriculum without rigidity to suit diverse cultural environments. In addition, the teachers would be aware that a cordial teacher parent relationship may in a way improve the influence of family background on the academic performance of a child in school. The research of this nature is likely to help the state, nation and the world in general benefit from as adherence to the recommendations and implementation will help produce youths who would be better leaders of tomorrow. Finally, the research when completed may add to available literature and may encourage further research on the topic.

1.7 Scope of the Study                                                  

It would be much demanding to undertake a complete study of the effects of family background on the academic performance of students in all the secondary schools are scattered all over the local government area and due to logistics constraint on the researcher, only five schools will be sampled, sampled schools are selected based on their metropolitan population characteristics. The study is likely to be confined to senior secondary school (ss1) students of the selected schools. This is because (ss1) is the beginning of senior secondary school class. If family background affects students in (ss1), it is assumed that likely to affect their performances in senior secondary school certificates examinations and even worst in their higher academic performance. 

1.8 Operational Definition of Terms 
As words may mean differently in different contexts, the following definitions are given as the words used as intended to be understood for the purpose of this study. 

FAMILY: Is a unit comprising of husband, wife and children. 

FAMILY SIZE: The number of people in the family. 

FAMILY SYSTEM: This includes monogamy and may be nuclear or extended family. 

HOME ENVIRONMENT: This refers to parental experience and aspirations for children, objects and material conditions in the home for comfort and also specific behavioral processes conducive to learning. 

EDUCATIONAL UPBRINGING: This refers to education of children and how they perform in academics when subjected to test or examination. 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS: This term is used for social processes in which one achieve social competence and individual growth, carried on in a selected, controlled sitting which can be institutionalized as a school or college. 

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS: Person’s trade, vocation or principal means of earning living. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS: This refers to position of recognition which one finds him in the society. Such a position may not be hereditary but acquired through personal efforts like education, wealth, occupation and social class. 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE: This refers to the students’ achievement, scores within the class and his position relative to all those subjected the same test. 

EFFECTS: the result or outcome of anything be it positive or negative. 

HOME SITUATION: This refers to prevailing atmosphere in the home whether violent, resentful or in disarray. 

PARENTAL ATTITUDE: Parents disposition to respond in a characteristics way to some stimulus in their social environment. Some responses determine the way and manner their children are brought up by them.

CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Conceptual Framework 

Concept of Family

Family has been described at the smallest, most personal and not intimate of social groups. It is the most important primary group and the smallest social unit in the society. Odo (1990:10) defined family as “a social group sharing a common residence and co- operating economically”. The author went further to assert that the institutions of the family is usually based on the marriage of one or more sexually co-habiting couples and usually there is the expectation of having children for whom the adults of the family accept responsibility. Alio (1995) observed that the family is also the most personal social

organization, for nothing is more personal than the interaction and relationship between members of a family. He further said that married couple without children, though bound by the strongest personal ties do not constitute a family for such ties can conceivably exist among couples who are not married. For him, what gives a family its character are children, for only in such a family can that intimate, personal relationship be established by which the family can perform its functions of rearing, protecting and educating the children, transmitting to them the social values it has inherited and a special bond between all the members. This kind of family setting is similar to the Nigerian traditional idea of family. Traditionally, it is believed that it is the children that cement the union of a man and a woman together and makes it a lasting and a intimate one. The primary aim of this union is procreation.

Family can be classified into nuclear and extended form. Nuclear family is basic form of family organization. It is made up of the father (husband), mother (wife) and children. The children may be the biological offspring; of the couple or/and the adopted members of the family. According to Okafor (1992), the adoption of a child into the family is a common culture in the British society, but less so in Nigerian society. He added that nuclear family is found common among the urban city elites in Nigerian society or as a component in both extended, nuclear and compound family in Nigerian rural areas. The author maintained that one of the characteristics of the nuclear family is that is tends to break up when the children marry, when the parents die or at any point in human cycle. According to him, the male raised in a nuclear family usually begins his life in house hold headed by his parents and concluded his life in a family that he himself heads.

Extended family is the type of family that comprises of the father (husband) his wife (mother), their children, the husbands and the wife’s relations etc. Alio (1995) pointed out that the extended system is a dispersal version of the joint family and the members of the constituent groups do not all live together in one dwelling. To him, the extended kin-group includes a span of three or four generations within the total household or closely adjacent households. The extended family system is commonly a characteristics of most African society. Many Nigerian societies do not believe in nuclear family but in modern times, urbanization and economic pressures are discouraging extended family ties. However, extended family system is the popular and most common type of family arrangement in the Nigerian society. Anybody who fails to practice or show interest in the extended relations is regarded as a wicked and hopeless human being by members of the society.

Concept of Family Background

Family background plays a very big role on a child’s life. Family background refers to all the objects, forces and conditions in the family which influence the child physically, intellectually and emotionally (Muola 2010). Children coming from different family backgrounds are affected differently by such variations and that is why some children have good family background while the family background of others are poor. Citing Fleege, Eke (1999) noted that with some families, the background may vary from time to time for the same individuals. The author further stated that because it is parents who are primarily responsible for establishing the family and exercise control over it, they are responsible for the type of family background that exists. This means that parental attitudes are very important in promoting healthy family background, and healthy family background is possible when parents adapt to the culturally defined roles of parents to the needs of the changing young generation.

Concept of achievement
Achievement could be seen as something which was carried out successfully. It is a product of effort or series of efforts. Achievement is usually good but in most cases difficult. Eze (2009) described achievement as something which has been accomplished successfully, especially by means of exertion, skill practice or perseverance. She sees achievement as a test for the measurement and comparison of skills in various fields of academic study. Ifeako (1999.30) regards achievement as a change in behaviour exhibited at the end of a given period of time or within a given time range. Nwagu 1992:71) cited in Eze (2009) defined achievement as “a systematic and purposeful quantification of learning outcomes”. He explained that achievement involves the determination of the degree of attainment on individuals in tasks, courses or programmes of which the individuals were sufficiently exposed.

Achievement tests result in academics have many functions which include: to enable us determine the relative position or rank of individual student with respect to their test performance. It also enables us to obtain information on the extent to which a student has attained the criterion performance.

Students, teachers, parents and the entire society are much concerned about the academic achievement of students.

Concept of Academic Achievement
Academic achievement has to do with what a learn is able to accomplish by execution of class work in the school. Stiggings (2001) sees academic achievement as something a learner do or achieve at school, college or university, in class, in a laboratory or field work. went ling (2000) said that academic achievement refers to achievement of individuals’ objective to various types of knowledge and skills. According to the author the objective are established based on the age, prior learning and capacity of individuals with regards to education, socialization and qualification.

Some of the purposes of academic achievement measurement are enumerated in Ukwuije (1989: 22) as follows: to determine the relative effectiveness of a programme in terms of students’ behavioural outputs; to identify students growth or lack of growth in acquiring desirable knowledge skills, attitudes and social values; to held teachers determine the effectiveness of their teaching technique and learning material; to help motivate students to learn as they discover their progress or lack of progress in given task; to encourage students to develop a sense of discipline and systematic study habits; to acquaint parents or guardians with their children performance ; to predict the general trend in the development of teaching learning process; to make reliable decision about education planning and to provide educational administrators with adequate information about teachers effectiveness and school need.

In summary, academic achievement measurement is very important, is schools colleges and universities. It is relevant instructional, administrative, guidance and counseling and research purposes.

Theoretical Framework
For the research work to be intellectually sound, it must include a scientifically based theoretical framework with which a systematic analysis will be carried out. Therefore, the following theories are adopted for the study: parental attachment theory, self determination theory and Mashow’s motivational theory.

Parental Attachment Theory
Parental attachment theory was proposed by Bowlby (1980). The theory states that the child forms a strong emotional bond with anther person (caregiver) during childhood with lifelong consequences. According to the theorist, sensitive and emotionally available parenting helps the child to form a secure attachment style which foster a child’s socio- emotional development and well being. Less sensitive and emotionally available parenting or neglect of the child’s needs may result in insecure forms of attachment style, which is a risk factor for many mental health problems.

The theory is relevant to this study in view of the fact that the proponent provides clues in emotional development of children. He also made reasonable suggestions for parents and guardians. Parents and guardians can now see the necessity of forming secure attachment bond with their children. Such bonds will enable the children to end up with secure attachment and secure state of mind later in life. Parents will learn to understand the biological and psychological needs of the children, and to avoid unrealistic expectations of the child behaviour. In this way, parents may seek to avoid frustration that occurs when they expect things beyond the child’s capability.

Self-Determination Theory
Self-determination theory was propounded by Deci and Ryan (1985). The proponents stated that people are active organisms, with the growing tendencies geared towards mastering ambient challenges, and integrating new experiences into a coherent sense of self. They stressed that these natural development tendencies do not operate automatically, but rather requires on-going social nutriments and supports. According them, the social context can either support or thwart the natural tendencies towards active engagement and psychological growth furthermore the social context can catalyze to lack

of integration, defense, and fulfillment of need-substitutes. The proponents remarked that the dialectic between the active organism and the social context is the basis for predictions about behaviour, experience, and development.

Self-determination theory is applicable to this study, based on the fact individuals or groups need to be self determined to achieve a set goal. The habit of determination can help children in their academic achievement.

Maslow’s Motivational Theory.
This is another important theory that is relevant to this study. The theory was developed by Abraham Maslow (1970) and popularized by many researchers including Onyi (2007). According to Maslow, motivation is constant and never ending, fluctuating and complex. He asserted that man always has needs to satisfy. These needs, according to him are arranged in a hierarchical order starting from the basic or lower order needs to higher order needs. The hierarchy is categorized into two, namely Deficit needs (physiological, safety, belonging and self esteem) and growth needs (self-actualization). Maslow explained that once a particular need is satisfied, it ceases to be a motivator of behaviour and another need emerges.

The above theory relates to this study because motivation is very important in learning. It is necessary at home and in school. One of the major problems confronting teachers and parents is that of motivating learners to perform assigned tasks to meet or even excel predetermined standards. Motivation energize and sustain behaviour, direct and regulate behaviour and even enhance selective behaviour.

A learner under motivated condition, exhibits purposeful behaviour aimed at achieving the set goals. The students are motivated to learn by their satisfaction of needs like physiological: Shelter, food, water, rest etc. Safety: materials love and belonging.

The satisfaction of these needs leads to the quest to satisfy higher ones which are self esteem and self-actualization needs.

Empirical Studies
This section reviews some empirical works that have been done on areas related to the study.

Okunniyi (2004) carried out a research on how the family background influence students introductory technology achievement among Junior secondary school students in Abeokuta south local government of Ogun state. The study design was a survey which involved the use of questionnaire in gathering data. The researcher use 500 students as sample for the study. The data collected were analyzed using frequency table, percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test statistics. The researcher found, among other things that social class of parents determines the students academic achievement.

Although this study was directed towards finding out how family background influences the students academic performance, it is more concerned with how the family background affect the students performance in introductory technology. However, it is related to the present study as both are interested in finding our the influence of family background factors on student academic outcome.

Izundu (2005), conducted a research on relationship between Home environmental factors and academic performance of secondary school students in Onitsha local government area of Anambra state. The design for the study was correlation design, while the major instrument for gathering data was questionnaire. The sample for the study was 450 students. The data collected were analyzed through the use of mean, and standard deviation while the null hypotheses were tested using ‘regressional analysis’. The finding of the study was that most students in secondary schools in Anambra state come from low

socio-economic families but it does not affect their academic performance adversely. The study also revealed that family size does not influence the students academic performance. However, the study found that there is significant relationship between the level of parents education and the academic performance of the students. The above study relates with the present study as both are discussing about the home variables/factors that affect students academic performance.

In another related study, Onyi (2002) conducted a research on the influence of home on the academic performance of students in Enugu East local government area of Enugu state. The researcher used survey design for the study. The sample for the study consists of 240 students. The instrument used by the researcher for data collection was a structured likert type questionnaire. The researcher used weighted means in analyzing the data. The findings of this study are: home environment influences the academic performance of the students, it was also found that students from peaceful homes share their academic problems with their parents. It was also found that there is positive correlation between parents encouragement and students academic performance. This study is related to the present study in that it is geared towards exploring how home environmental factors influence students academic performance.

In a similar work, Eke (1999) conducted a study on the relationship between home environmental factors and academic performance of secondary school students in Gboko local government are of Benue state. The purpose of the study specifically was to examine how home environmental factors affect students academic performance. The study design was correctional survey which sought to discover or clarify relationships through the use of correlation coefficient to determine the extent to which home environment mental factors relate with academic performance of students in schools. A sample of 200 students was used for the study. He analysis the of data using conducted using the Peason’s product moment correlation method. It was revealed from the study that the socio-economic background of parents is not significantly related to the academic performance of students in Gboko local government area of Benue state. Another finding of that study was that parental occupation does not significantly affect academic performance of students. The study also found that parental educational background is not significantly related to academic performance of secondary school students in Gboko local government of Benue state. The study is related to this present study because it discussed some of the home related variables that influence students academic achievement.

Agu (2010) carried out a study titled “relationship between motivational patterns and students academic achievement schools in Enugu education zone were used. The design for the study was correlation survey design. The instrument for data collection was question. The sample of the study was 459 students.

The researcher analyzed the data using Pearson Product moment correlation coefficient. The result of the study revealed that motivational patterns relate to students academic achievement. They study further revealed that motivation is an integral aspect of learning indicating that different motivational construct are correlated with effective classroom learning and achievement. The above study relates with the present study since it embarks on examining motivational factors that enhance students academic achievement.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


This study was carried out to examine the influence of family background on the academic performance of physics students. Selected secondary schools in Ikwo Local Government Area of Ebonyi State form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.
In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of secondary schools in Ikwo Local Government Area of Ebonyi State, the researcher conveniently selected 120 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the mean and standard deviation, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the pearson correlation statistical tool, SPSS v.23
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR 

RESULTS

In this chapter, data were presented on the basis of the research questions and hypotheses that guided the study.

What is the influence of parental level of education on students’ academic achievement?
Table 1: Parental educational level and its influences on students’ academic achievement

	
	
	Urban Students
	Rural Students

	S/N
	Items on parental education level
	X1
	SD1
	Deci
sion
	X2
	SD2
	Deci
sion

	1
	Educated parents always want their children
to be educated.
	3.69
	1.41
	A
	3.44
	1.48
	A

	2
	Parents who all educated provide most of the recommended textbooks and other learning
aids for their children.
	3.80
	1.05
	A
	3.82
	1.02
	A

	3
	Parents who are educated encourage their children to study subjects which are pivotal
for good university courses.
	3.71
	1.28
	A
	3.40
	1.30
	A

	4
	In homes of educated parents, there are conducive environment for studies.
	3.97
	1.06
	A
	3.20
	1.60
	A

	5
	Educated parents arrange for supportive

teachers for the subject/subjects which their words/children find difficult in the school.
	3.60
	1.45
	A
	3.10
	1.71
	A

	6
	Parents who are educated guide their children in school assignments and home work.
	3.43
	1.61
	A
	3.31
	1.52
	A

	7
	Educated parents always demand for progress reports of their children to know the children’s academic and social progress.
	4.00
	0.97
	A
	3.66
	1.12
	A


A = Agree, D = Disagree,

Table 1(one) reveals that items 1-7 have mean scores that are above the cut-off mark of 3.00 that was regarded as acceptable limit as indicated by the researcher.

Therefore, all items under parental level of education were considered acceptable. This is an indication that the respondents considered that parental level of education influenced students’ academic achievement.

What influence has parents’ occupation on students’ academic achievement?
	
	
	Urban Students
	Rural Students

	S/N
	Items on parental occupation
	X1
	SD1
	Deci sion
	X2
	SD2
	Deci sion

	8
	Parents on prestigious occupation want their children to take up the same type of occupation.
	2.61
	1.04
	D
	2.44
	1.08
	D

	9
	Some occupations do not give parents time to attend to their children’s academic needs.
	2.34
	.786
	D
	2.29
	1.15
	D

	10
	Parents on poor occupations find it difficult to provide learning aids for their children.
	2.29
	1.03
	D
	2.32
	1.12
	D

	11
	Parents who are poor farmers can only enroll their children into minor apprenticeship programmes.
	2.50
	.760
	D
	2.35
	1.10
	D


D = Disagree

The result presented on table 2(two) above showed that all items under the influence of parental occupation had mean scores below the cut off mark of 3.00. This shows that parents occupation do not necessarily influence students’ academic achievement.

What is the influence of parents’ income on students’ academic achievement?
Table 3: The influence of parents’ income on students’ academic achievement.

	
	
	Urban Students
	Rural Students

	S/N
	Items on parental occupation
	X1
	SD1
	Deci sion
	X2
	SD2
	Deci sion

	12
	Children from high-income status parents achieve better academically than those from low-income status parents.
	3.89
	1.15
	A
	3.40
	1.25
	A

	13
	Parents on high-income can afford to provide the basic necessities required for

their children’s education.
	3.70
	1.26
	A
	3.51
	1.14
	A

	14
	Children from upper-working class homes

perform better academically than those from lower-working class homes.
	4.00
	0.90
	A
	3.91
	1.02
	A

	15
	Children whose parents are on high-income status have higher career aspiration than children whose parents are on low-income

status.
	3.96
	0.94
	A
	3.59
	1.13
	A

	16
	Only parents who are on high-income status

can train their children beyond secondary school level.
	2.36
	1.96
	A
	2.11
	1.17
	D


The result presented on the above table shows that only one item (item 16) had a mean score below the cut off mark of 3.00, while the remaining items have mean scores above the cut off point. This shows that all the respondents considered that parental level of income influenced students, achievement but disagree that only parents who are on high income status can train their children beyond secondary school level.

What is the influence of family-size on students’ academic achievement?
Table 4: The influence of family-size on students’ academic achievement

	
	
	Urban Students
	Rural Students

	S/N
	Items on family size
	X1
	SD1
	Deci sion
	X2
	SD2
	Deci sion

	17
	Students from small size families enjoy more parental attention than those from large size families.
	2.80
	0.740
	D
	2.75
	0.76
	D

	18
	Students from small-size families achieve better academically than those from large size families.
	2.84
	0.738
	D
	2.72
	0.78
	D

	19
	Small size families facilitate the provision of recommended textbooks and equipments for effective learning.
	2.28
	1.15
	D
	2.86
	0.70
	D


The result on table 4 showed that all the items on influence of family size had mean scores below the cut off mark of 3.00. This showed that family size did not influence students’ academic achievement.

What influence does parental level of motivation have on students academic achievement?
Table 5: The influence of parental level of motivation on students’ academic achievement.

	
	
	Urban Students
	Rural Students

	S/N
	Items on parental motivation
	X1
	SD1
	Deci

sion
	X2
	SD2
	Deci

sion

	20
	Students perform better academically when their parents provide basic educational aids and equipment for their studies.
	4.03
	0.98
	A
	4.00
	0.75
	A

	21
	Students harder when their parents reinforce them for good academic performance.
	4.27
	0.71
	A
	4.00
	0.75
	A

	22
	Parents’ concern about students’ grades and performances motivates students’ academic achievement.
	4.25
	0.75
	A
	3.92
	0.72
	A

	23
	Home libraries and books motivate students for better performance in the school.
	3.91
	1.06
	A
	3.96
	0.70
	A

	24
	Students feel happy and motivated when their parents discuss their academic career with them.
	4.04
	1.04
	A
	3.28
	0.99
	A

	25
	Students perform better academically when their school fees and other school levies are paid promptly.
	3.98
	1.02
	A
	3.60
	0.96
	A

	26
	Parents motivates students by paying for their school field trips and excursions.
	4.30
	0.86
	A
	3.26
	1.02
	A


The result presented on table 5 showed that all items had mean scores which were above the cut off of 3.00. This is an indication that the respondents considered parental motivation as capable of influencing students’ academic achievement.

Testing hypotheses

Hypothesis One: The socio-economic status of parents has no significant effect on the academic performance of physics students.

Table 4.2.2: Chi-Square test showing relationship between socio-economic status and academic performance
	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	19.284a
	3
	.000

	Continuity Correctionb
	17.931
	3
	.000

	Likelihood Ratio
	19.894
	3
	.000

	Fisher's Exact Test
	
	
	

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	19.178
	3
	.000

	N of Valid Cases
	100
	
	


DECISION RULE: 

X2 = 19.284, df (c-1, r-1) = 3, n = 100, p = .000 at 0.05 level of significance. 

The relationship between socio-economic status and academic achievement was investigated using Chi-Square Test. The result from this investigation proved that socio-economic status of parents have a significant effect on the academic performance of physics students. 

Hypothesis Two: There is no significant effect between family size and the academic performance of students in physics.
Table 4 Chi-Square test result showing relationship family size and the academic performance of students in physics
	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	94.550a
	3
	.000

	Continuity Correctionb
	91.525
	3
	.000

	Likelihood Ratio
	119.828
	3
	.000

	Fisher's Exact Test
	
	
	

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	94.033
	3
	.000

	N of Valid Cases
	100
	
	


DECISION RULE: 

X2 = 94.550, df (c-1, r-1) = 3, n = 100, p = .000 at 0.05 level of significance. 

The relationship between family size and the academic performance of students in physics was investigated using Chi-Square Test. The result from this investigation proved that there is significant effect of family size on the academic performance of students in physics. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF THE STUDY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Summary of the Study

The problem of this research is whether there is influence of family background on the academic performance of physics students. Although many think that students perform poorly in academic because the teachers did not teach well, some other people believe that this problem is not caused by teachers. They traced the problem to the family background of students which has the capacity to promote or retard students’ achievement.

Bearing this problem in mind, the focus of this study is to find out whether there is any influence of family background on students’ academic achievement by examining the influence family background variables like parental education level, parental occupation, parental income level, family size and parental motivation on students’ academic achievement.

 This study was carried out in selected secondary schools in Ebonyi state. with a total population of one hundred and twenty students. 

The instrument for data collection was questionnaire designed by the researcher through the review of related literature and validated by experts. The questionnaire contained twenty six (26) items. Likert-type of scale was used to rate the responses. The reliability of the instrument was established using trial test method.

The data were analyzed using mean and standard deviation to answer the research question and t-test statistics to test the null hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance. The results showed that: Students’ academic achievement is influenced by parental level of education, parental level of income and parental motivation while parental occupation and family size are not significant determinants of students’ academic achievement.

5.2 conclusion
There is also the need for teachers to be more motivational in their teaching. This is possible when they vary their method of teaching and teaching aids to take cognizance of the individual differences inherent in the students from their different family backgrounds. Teachers can ameliorate through filling the parental motivational needs by individualizing instruction and taking special interest in the slow learners who suffer from deficient parental motivational pattern.

Another vital implication from this study is that school authorities should try to avoid grouping or streaming the school children especially according to ability and intelligence. Since the student come from different family background, there is every tendency that they differ in many respects. To have balanced and competitive class, the students should be randomly distributed, avoiding grouping intelligent ones one side and dull ones the other side.

This study equally implies that there is a greater need for more literacy and awareness campaign than before to awaken illiterate parents and instill awareness in literate parents who seem to attach much importance to education. The programme should be extended to rural areas where it is needed most.

5.3 Recommendations
Education is an important instrument of change in modern societies. Provision of adequate and relevant education is the best thing a nation can do for its citizens. This is more so, because education is a virile weapon against ignorance, disease, poverty and as a means of producing enlightened, responsible and industrious citizenry and prosperous nation.

Based on this background, the researcher makes the following recommendations:

1) One of the major findings of this study is that parental income level has a great influence on students’ academic achievement. For example, most cases, parental income is proportional to students finding which also determine to a large extent, the level of academic achievement of students. In this case, it is recommended that parents as a matter of importance should diversify their sources of income so that they can be able to provide fund their children in school for better academic achievement.

2) Parents should be made to realize the importance of motivation in determining their children academic achievement in schools, especially the realization that most of the male students are abandoning school for business. Parents should be actively involved in encouraging students to learn and also in supervising students academic work at home

3) Students’ should give serious attention to studies at home, in addition to other various works done, since the amount of effort they put in their studies influence their academic achievement.

4) Teachers should understand that teaching is a job of conscience. Teachers should handle the students as their own children; try by all means to meet the students’ academic social and psychological needs. They should be motivational in their teaching and use different teaching methods so as to go along with all categories of students. This will help bridge deficiencies from negative family background.

5) The state and Federal Governments should legislate against examination malpractices. Such situation will force students to sit up and take their studies serious. Again, the various governments should create employment opportunities for the graduate of various institutions of higher learning. Lack of job opportunities contributes to the loss of interest and zeal for education by students. The current situation in Nigeria where graduates are left with little or no hope of employment gives no encouragement to the secondary school students for further education. Rather, the students see going to school is a waste of time.
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON FAMILY BACKGROUND INFLUENCE (FBIQ) PART ONE

PERSONAL DATA OF STUDENTS

1. Your school roll Number............... 


2. Name of your school.................  
                                                                              3.
Number of years in the above school -------------------------------------

3. Your present Class................. 


PART 2 QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS

This section is made up of questions with response coded as follows: Strongly Agree – (SA), Agree- (A), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD).

Please read the respond carefully and indicate with a tick (√) the items you believe to be obtainable in your families.

	
	Cluster
A: The influence of parents education level on students’ academic achievement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Educated parents always want their children to be educated
	
	
	
	

	2
	Parents who are educated provide most of the recommended

textbooks and other learning aids for their children.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Parents who are educated encourage their children to study

subjects which are pivotal for good university courses.
	
	
	
	

	4
	In homes of educated parents, there are conducive environment

for studies.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Educated parents arrange for supportive teachers for the subject/subjects which their words/children find difficult in the

school.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Parents   who   are   educated

assignments and home work.
	guide
	their
	children
	in
	school
	
	
	
	

	7
	Educated parents always demand for progress reports of their

children to know the children’s academic and social progress.
	
	
	
	

	
	Cluster
B influence of parents occupation
on students academic achievement
	
	
	
	

	8
	Parents on prestigious occupation want their children to take up

the same type of occupation.
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Some occupations do not give parents time to attend to their

children’s academic needs.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Parents on poor occupations find it difficult to provide learning

aids for their children.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Parents who are poor farmers can only enroll their children into

minor apprenticeship programmes.
	
	
	
	

	
	Cluster C: influence of parents level of income on students academic achievement
	
	
	
	

	12
	Children
from
high-income
status
parents
achieve

academically than those from low-income status parents.
	better
	
	
	
	

	13
	Parents on   high-income   can   afford   to   provide   the

necessities required for their children’s education.
	basic
	
	
	
	

	14
	Children   from   upper-working   class   homes   perform

academically than those from lower-working class homes.
	better
	
	
	
	

	15
	Children whose parents are on high-income status have higher career aspiration than children whose parents are on low-income

status.
	
	
	
	

	16
	Only parents who are on high-income status can train their

children beyond secondary school level.
	
	
	
	

	
	Cluster D: influence of family size on students’ academic achievement.
	
	
	
	

	17
	Students from small size families enjoy more parental attention

than those from large size families.
	
	
	
	

	18
	Students from small-size families achieve better academically

than those from large size families.
	
	
	
	

	19
	Small size families facilitate the provision of recommended

textbooks and equipments for effective learning.
	
	
	
	

	
	Cluster E: Influence of parental level of motivation on

student academic achievement
	
	
	
	

	20
	Students perform better academically when their parents provide

basic educational aids and equipment for their studies.
	
	
	
	

	21
	Students harder when their parents reinforce them for good

academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	22
	Parents’ concern   about   students’   grades   and   performances

motivates students’ academic achievement.
	
	
	
	

	23
	Home
libraries
and
books
motivate
students
for

performance in the school.
	better
	
	
	
	

	24
	Students feel happy and motivated when their parents discuss

their academic career with them.
	
	
	
	

	25
	Students perform better academically when their school fees and

other school levies are paid promptly.
	
	
	
	

	26
	Parents motivates students by paying for their school field trips

and excursions.
	
	
	
	


