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ABSTRACT

The Project Is On The Importance Of The Population Census To The Sustainable Economic Development Of Nigeria's Rural Areas (a Case Study Of Orumba North Local Government Of Anambra State) The Zone Comprises Of 16 Rural Communities Namely; Ajalli, Ufuma, Ndike, Ndiowu, Omogho, Oko, Amaokpala, Awa, Amaetiti, Awgbu, Ndiukwuenu, Ndiokolo, Okpeze, Ndiokpalaeze, Nanka And Ndiokpalaeke These Formed The Area Of The Study:

In This Research Work, a Sample Population Was Selected And Administered With Questionnaire And Their Responses Were Analysed Using Percentage Method, After The Analysis, The Researcher Find Out That Adequate Population Census Data Is Thus a Sine Qua Non For Economic Development Of Rural Areas And Also Adequate Population Census Data Will Help In Effective Planning Of These Rural Area In Order To Improve Their Standard Of Living. The Researcher Is Of The View That Population Data Required In Planning Process Should Be Plan By The Government Which Include Employment Situations Based On The Findings, Youths Were Encouraged To Participate On The Society’s Development And Government Should Use Skilled Professionals In Census Data To Eradicate Unreliable Census Date, With This Regard, Some Conclusion Was Drawn And Recommendation Were Made Bearing In Mind That Rural Areas Were Faced With High Population Because Of High Birth Rate.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 


Population is the focal point of any planning exercise, and significant development planning is impossible without a population census (Edeialor, 2021). Population census in the work of the United Nations Organization (U.N.O.) is the total process of collecting, compiling, evaluating, analysing, publishing, and disseminating demographic, economic, and social data pertaining at a specific time to all people in a country or well-defined portions of a country. Typically performed every two years (Fabian, 2021).

This notion suggests that the population census is a purely statistical endeavour.

Population of a country or other place refers to the total number of inhabitants. Migration causes a shift in the population (Edeialor, 2021).

The term "Natural Increase" distinguishes births from deaths. If the welfare of Nigerians, particularly in rural areas, is to be improved, population growth must occur at a fairly rapid rate unless there is a net loss due to migration and efforts at self-reliant growth (Fabian, 2021). Nonetheless, the population and its makeup according to age, six, and residency, among other factors, remain mostly unknown. This is one of the most fundamental aspects of planning for development. Available estimates of the country's overall population in each state and local government districts are merely educated guesses (Olubodun, etal. 2021). According to the 1991 census, Nigeria's population is approximately 120 million. This increased considerably over the past year for numerous reasons. The majority are social, political, and economic in nature. In order to bring government closer to the people, states and local governments were established and reestablished. In addition, they lack economic and social utilities like as roads and piped water. Poor and economically depressed, rural settlements are referred to as economically undeveloped (Edeialor, 2021). Therefore, proper planning is essential for the development of rural areas. Planning is defined as "the effort to direct and manage the process of change." (Brass 1990:430 primarily relies on census information. Currently, lack of appropriate quantity and quality of population census data is regarded as one of the most significant obstacles to the successful planning and administration of development plans in Nigeria and other rural regions. (Fabian, 2021).

1.2 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM   


Successive Nigeria government during both colonial and post colonial periods understood the importance of accurate population census as the basic tool for good development planning in a country. An accurate and adequate knowledge of the population characteristics and trends   of a country are therefore, a sine qua non for meaningful development in the country. This is so, because development which involves optimum utilization of the nation’s human and natural resources to improve the conditions of living cannot take place without planning.

Lack of population census data in sufficient quality and quality has been generally accepted as one of major factor militating against efficient planning and administration of development plan in Nigeria and also in rural areas.


The importance of population census in rural development derives from the fact that a population census provides he main ingredient for planning. The basic population data required in planning processes should be plan by the government which include employment situation and sex. In every planning exercise, is a population and there is no meaningful development without planning, Government is responsible for the planning of rural economic development and this is because efficient and effective planning will help the government to aim towards improving the standard of living of the rural dwellers. Another central problem, is data on socio economic variable. (a) Employment situation: this is one of the major problem of population in rural areas.

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

        As a researcher, I hope to study why people are having this problem of population in rural area. And if there will be possible way by which these condition can be drastically be reduced. Furthermore, the purpose of this study is fund out the relevance of population census to rural development and I can now narrow down the question to general and specific issues on what can be accomplished by the study. The purpose of my study is based on this: -

Employment Situation: There should be industries, workshop should be organized and it effect by helping people to adjust to the rapid economic growth in the rural areas.

Accurate and reliable census data, which is the major reason for population census. 

1.4 
SIGNIFICANT OF THE STUDY

 
Practically, the result of this study will be useful to researcher. The study may arouse criticism and stimulate further researcher on the topic and also contribute to further knowledge and understanding of administrating considering the socio-economic and population data.


Lack of population data in quantity and quality has been generally accepted as one of the factor militating against efficient planning. For instance education, employment should be provide for the rural people so that it can help in decreasing the sex and age of the rural areas because lack of unemployment can cause increase in population. 

1.5 
RESEARCH QUESTION 

1.
How relevance is population census to economic development of rural areas?

2.
What caliber of people are needed in population census?

3.
Do the personnel undergoes training exercise?

4.
Of what relevance is occupational distribution on agricultural zone to economic development of Orumba North L.G.?

5.
Is educational background a pre-requisite for economic development of rural areas?

6.
Is it advisable to use skillful professionals in population census?    

1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY  


The scope of this study is the relevance of population census to economic development of rural areas in Nigeria. This work did not touch on other area except the one mentioned above. This work covers Orumba North local government only and the local government comprises of 16 rural communities. This work has demanded visiting population information and management due to lack of fund, the researcher was forced to limit for questionnaire and some research was made.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 POPULATION ISSUES  

The “population” assessment and census study represents the phase of the project because indication is that population of the rural areas in Nigeria has expanded in recent years.


Generally, majority of Nigerians live in rural areas with each settlement having 5,000 or less inhabitants. The population census of 1906 shows that 80% of Nigerians live such settlement Colatumbosu in 1975. An estimate of Nigerian rural population in 1985 was 70% of an estimate total national population approximately 100 million (World Bank, 1997:8).  The same is true of social-economic opportunities and relevant to facilitate to the future development of employment, education in rural  areas. (Mabogunyr, 1997, Raza, 1983, Stewart 1985) the rural areas are less favored. 


The rural areas are generally deprived of the basic needs of life for the fact that population census provide the main planning. 

The basic need of population date in rural areas for their life planning process include 

Employment situation 

Spatial distribution, data on socio-economic variables and horizon for self improvement.

Inaccurate and unreliable census data is a major reason why population data in the country are not given adequate consideration in development planning. Unrealizable census data can only produce an embarrassing result as in the case of national scheme of 1976, inflated figures such as those of early 1963 and also the rejected census of 1973 creates problem for planners.  The weakness and low credibility as age structure, occupation and also the educational characteristics of data population are considered.


The most complete and reliable source of population census is statistics in general and demographic statistics in particular. 


Also “Special survey, model population estimates or even supplementary data have to be use for the calculation of forecasting and planning co-efficiently within the educational system, e.g economic, demographic and social data so as to know  the population of  schools in the communities, age of children and qualification of their teachers. 


According  to the United Nations Development Programme (U.N.D.P) defined development in  term of quality of  life  of  the population especially  the way economic growth of rural  develop or change for  which one  approach or the other is adopted  for improvement and transformation of the lot of the rural populace.


The U.N.D.P (United Nations Development Programme) says that the most complete and reliable source of population information is census. 

2.2 
POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

African like the rest of the world is facing a very serious employment development and is the poorest among the 44 third world country in other countries. Their unemployment is increasing from 5.6 to 10.4%.

Labour force is referred to the working population who make themselves available for work. 


According to Blaug (1987:28) it has been argued that for developing countries  the main problem is  not so much open unemployment or even  underemployment, but  rather the type  of  gainful employment provide for  many of those actually  at work. The question of employment problem is primarily a problem of inadequate income and insufficient work opportunities. He also sad that in a research conducted by ILO (International Labour   Organization), a large percentage of the problem was unemployment amongst primary and secondary school leavers.  


In terms of planning development on employment, the simple solution of cutting down the output of primary and secondary schools or to expand jobs, industries and fringe benefits did not offer a solution considering the way it was done.

2.3
CONTRIBUTIONS OF POPULATION TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS 


The study of population is very important because it involves people and their welfare. People well being a is vital part of the economic system. 


The importance of census in national development, derives from the fact that population census contribute the main ingredients for the planning of economic development in rural areas.

Planning of development programme: Accurate data of existing demographic conditions from population census are the basic tools for socio-economic planning and provide the basis for governmental policy formulation. For example, based on indications from the population data on health, population and education resources and social conditions government may device policy that would combat or improve these conditions. The significance of census data to policy is captured by Olusanya thus: data from population census are so valuable that their unavailability will adversely affect the rationally of public policies” Olusanya (1983: 5)

CHAPTER THREE

3.0
METHODOLOGY 


Chukwuemeka (2002) defined research methodology as diligent inquiring aimed at experimenting and investigating of facts. It is a scientific survey that seeks, examines and analyses facts.

3.1
BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE STUDY


This study is aimed at finding out the relevance of population census to economic development of rural areas in Nigeria, a case study of Orumba North Local Government in Anambra State. This chapter seeks to describe the scientific, procedures and techniques employed in the process of executing the research project. This is necessary so that an interested reader will be able to understand the modalities used in arriving at the research findings.

3.2
DESIGN OF THE STUDY


This is a survey work and a fact funding technique, it focuses on the vital facts of the people, opinions and it is aimed at finding out the relevance of population census to economic development of Orumba North Local Government.

3.3 AREA OF THE STUDY


The area of this study is rural areas in Nigeria. The researcher chooses Orumba North local government area in Anambra State as a case study in a bid to critically examine the relevance of population census to economic development.

3.4 
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


Generally the study covered the whole population of Orumba North Local Government of 16 (Sixteen) rural communities. They are; Ajalli, Ufuma, Ndike, Ndiowu, Omogho, Oko, Amaokpala, Awa, Amaetiti, Awgbu, Ndiukwuenu, Ndiokolo, Okpeze, Ndiokpalaeze, Nanka And Ndiokpalaeke. The estimated population is one hundred and fifty thousand (150,000)

3.5
SAMPLE OF THE STUDY


The researcher adopted a simple random sampling technique in selecting the respondents in order to gather different and unbiased data. The researchers choose a sample size of 500. The rural communities present the phase of the study.

	RURAL COMMUNITIES 
	NUMBER 

	Awa 
	50

	Awgbu
	100

	Nanka 
	20

	Oko
	20

	Amaetiti
	30

	Ndike
	50

	Ndiowu
	50

	Ajalli
	100

	Ndiokolo
	20

	Ndiukwuenu
	2

	Ndiokpalaeke
	2

	Ndiokpalaeze
	2

	Ufuma
	2

	Amaokpala
	50

	Omogho
	2

	Total
	500


3.6
INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION

The instrument used for data collection in this study was structured questionnaire distributed to various rural communities.

3.7
VALIDATION OF THE INSTRUMENT


The questionnaire was scrutinized by my supervisor who made necessary correction that helped in the formation of the final questionnaire.

3.8 
DISTRIBUTION AND RETRIEVAL OF THE INSTRUMENT 


Five hundred questionnaires were produced and distributed to the sample population. The respondents were given 2 weeks to go through the questionnaire and make their entries. At the expiration of 2 weeks, the researcher went for retrieval and 250 questionnaires were retrieved and used for data presentation and analysis designed to help solve the problem on subject matter. 

39
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS


The method used was percentage method. 


Simple percentage 

The calculation of the percentage was done based on the number of respondent who had the same opinion to each type of question used & placed under the same total number of respondent multiply by one hundred ie formular for percentage

No of respondents    X     100

    Population


     1

N
=
Total no of respondents 

F
=
Total number of frequency    

CHAPTR FOUR

4.1 
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS


This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of the data collected through questionnaire.

Table 1: How relevance is population census to economic development. 

	Option
	Responses 
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	70
	28%

	Strongly agreed 
	80
	32%

	Disagreed 
	50
	20%

	Strongly disagreed 
	50
	20%

	Total
	250
	100%



From the table above, 130 respondents representing 60% of the sample population agreed and strongly agreed while 100% representing 40% disagreed and strongly disagreed. This shows that population census is relevance to economic development of rural areas.

 Question 2: Do the personnel undergoes training exercise

	Option
	Responses 
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	60
	24

	Strongly agreed 
	80
	32

	Disagreed 
	60
	24

	Strongly disagreed 
	50
	20

	Total
	250
	100%



From the table above, 140 respondents representing 56% of the sample population agreed and strongly agreed that personnel undergoes training exercise while 100 respondents representing 44% disagreed and strongly disagreed.


This implies that the officer of population census undergoes series of training exercise.

Question 3: Is it advisable to use skillful professional in population census?

	Option
	Responses 
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	60
	24

	Strongly agreed 
	90
	36

	Disagreed 
	50
	20

	Strongly disagreed 
	50
	20

	Total
	250
	100%


From the table above 150 respondents representing 56% of the sample population agreed and strongly agreed that skillful professionals should be used in population census exercise while 100 respondents representing 40% disagreed and strongly disagreed.


This implies that it is advisable to use skillful professionals in population exercise in order to enhance efficiency.

Question 4: What caliber of people are needed in population census.

Table 4: Whether to use bureaucrats or no bureaucrats

	Option
	Responses 
	Percentage 

	Agreed
	50
	20

	Strongly agreed 
	100
	40

	Strongly Disagreed 
	50
	20

	Disagreed 
	50
	20

	Total
	250
	100%


From the table above, 130 respondents representing 60% of the sample population agreed and strongly agreed while 100 respondent representing 40% of disagreed and strongly disagreed.


This implies that bureaucrats (government officials) are needed in this population exercise. i.e the caliber of people needed will be bureaucrats.  

4.2
FINDINGS


It is pertinent to say that population census is relevance to the development of rural areas because it will help the government when allocating resources to a particular segment and it will also help to know the number of unemployed youths and this will help in eradication of unemployment by providing adequate facilities and employment to the people.  

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS


The detailed analysis of the data obtained and used in chapter four of this research work aimed mainly on the relevance of population census to economic development of rural areas. It is pertinent to note that population census involves people and their welfare and people’s welfare is a vital part of the economic system.

Furthermore, there are some isolated problems in this study such as inadequate facilities, inadequate planning, unskilled personnel, unreliable data, low educational background, unemployment etc.

In view of these problems, recommendations were made and conclusion was drawn.

5.2 
RECOMMENDATIONS


In view of the problems observed and isolated in this study, the following recommendations are put forward to check future recurrence in the population census to economic development of rural areas and also be the whole country.

Government should provide adequate and relevant statistics.

Government should provide more relevant data, which form an objectives basis for the distribution of resources.

Adequate facilities or social amenities should be provided for the rural areas to improve their economic development.

Adequate planning should be imbibe.

Employment should be provided for the people. 

Government should use skilled personnel in order to bring efficiency in the population census data. 

CONCLUSION

Nigeria occupies total area of 765 square kilometers and is the most heavily populated country in Africa.


Nigeria’s population grew from about 16m in 1911 to about 56m in 1963 and 95m in 1991, at this moment there are several series of conflicting population estimates for Nigeria that one is not sure at all what the accurate figure should be, because there is lack of accurate and unreliable census data. The population of the country continues to soar high thereby causing very high demand in all the socio-economic facilities provided by the government.


Also, the demand on social facilities such as housing, school, hospitals and transportation is over starched to near suffocation. For instance in urban areas houses will become over crowded resulting in out break of epidemics since the space available would be too small to accommodate the learning population because of people in rural to urban centers thus shifting the attention of decision maker to cities in term of infrastructural provisions. The same thing applies to schools and hospitals.

The rural urban migration would be on the increase thereby compounding the problems that are already in the cities.


Furthermore, unemployment will become more pronounced and as the saying goes “AN IDLE MIND IS THE DEVICES WORKSHOP”. Crime rate becomes highly agitate, destruction of property upon a slightest provocation, the hardship (economy) may become too unbearable to some people and eventually they may end up committing suicide.

5.4
LIMITATION OF THE STUDY


In the course of writing this project the researcher encountered some difficulties such as time, finance. The researcher intended to research more in this topic but due to finance, the researcher was forced to limit the scope to questionnaire.

5.5
SUGGESTION FOR FURTHER RESEARCH


The researcher might intend to research on this topic to look into the relevance of population census to economic development so as to compare and contrast the level of impact of the two different variables. The researcher suggest that other people who may be interested in the same area of study in order to get more information for comparism should go to the areas which the researcher could not go into due to limitation such as time and money. 
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APPENDIX A

Department of Public Administration,

School of Business Studies, 

Federal Polytechnic, Oko,

Anambra State

10th September, 2010.

Dear Respondent, 


I am a final year student (HNDII) of the above named institution and also in the department of public administration.


I am carrying out an academic research work on the relevance of population census to economic development of rural areas in Nigeria “A case study of Orumba North Local Government Area of Anambra State.


I am therefore requesting that you assist me to complete the attached questionnaires while assuring you that the research work is purely academic and any information obtained will be treated with utmost confidences.

Thanks for your co-operation.

Yours faithfully,

Obiakor Bridgid Ngozi

APPENDIX B


Please read these questions below carefully and mark agreed in the boxes provided at right side of the paper which satisfied your opinion.


Also mark disagreed for any question that does not satisfy your opinion mark strongly disagreed for any question that you did not understand mark strongly agreed for any question that is highly satisfactory.  

QUESTIONNAIRE

1.
Do you think that adequate planning is necessary for economic development of rural areas? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

2.
Do you think that inadequate data can affect the economic conditions of the rural dwellers? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

3. 
Is it advisable to include non professionals in population census?   

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

4. 
Can population census solve the problem of resource allocation?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

5.
Do you think that inadequate statistical data distort government decision? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

6. 
Do you agree that development planning without determining the population of that state or country is useless? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

7.
Do you think that government can get adequate statistics which will serve as a basis for economic planning?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

8. 
Do you think that a country can get adequate information about the size and rate of growth of the citizen? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     ) 

9.
Do you advice a country to rely on census data?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

10.
Do you think that population census can help in economic development of a country? 


a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

11.
Do you agree that population census is usually done every 10 years?


a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

12.
Do you agree that population census involves people and their welfare? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

13.
Do you think that lack of accurate statistical data is a problem of population census?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

14.
Do you think that government can improve the economic situation of the rural areas?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

15.
Do you agree that there is lack of accurate and reliable census data?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

16.
Do you agree that there are several series of conflicting population estimates in Nigeria?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

17.
Do you think that Nigeria is one of the populated third world country in African? 

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

18.
To improve economic development of rural areas, do you encourage rural urban migration?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

19.
Provision of social amenities, employment is a pre-requisite for economic development of rural areas; Do you agree?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

Do you think that a good educational system can help in economic development of the rural areas in Nigeria?

a.  Agreed (     )  b. Disagreed (     )  c. Strongly agreed (     )   d. Strongly disagreed (     )  

