THE IMPLICATION OF FULANI HERDSMEN BANDITRY ACTIVITIES ON COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT
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ABSTRACT
This study was carried out on the assessment of the implication of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement using selected local government in Ogun state as case study. To achieve this 3 research objectives were formulated.  The survey design was adopted and the simple random sampling techniques were employed in this study. The population size comprise of all the residents of Ijeb-Ode North  LGA of Ogun State. In determining the sample size, the researcher purposively selected 150 respondents while 100 respondents were validated. Self-constructed and validated questionnaire was used for data collection. The collected and validated questionnaires were analyzed using frequency tables and percentage. The result of the findings reveals that; Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affects community members; The extent to which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affect community members and settlement is high; Fulani herdsmen banditry activities have an impact on community settlement. Based on the findings, the researcher recommended that Conflict resolution mechanisms, mass orientation, and ranches as the sustainable panaceas to the constant herders men banditry in Nigeria. The paper also recommends that the opponents of ranches should fear nothing but fear itself, because “there is no compulsion in (Islam) religion” (Quran 2:256) – meaning that no Muslim is allowed to force anybody to accept the Islamic faith. Nwobi (2018) affirmed that ranching option and grazing reserves are rejected in the south-east zone because of “the fear of being colonized by the northerners”.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.0 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

The Fulani unarguably represent a significant part of the economy of Nigeria. They are the major breeders of goats, sheep and cattle as those animals are the major source of meat and affordable source of animal proteins ate by Nigerians.

The Fula origin also known as Fulani are a mass inhabitants widely dispersed in all of Africa, but most predominant in West Africa. The Fulani people are descendants from Middle East and North Africa. However, the history of the Fulani origin began with the Berbers of North Africa around the 8th or 11th century AD (Anter, 2015). Over a millennium ago from AD 900 - 1900, they spread to most parts of West Africa and to some areas of Central Africa (Anter, 2015). The Fulani migrants were predominantly Muslims. In the opening of 18th century, there were revolts between the Fulani and the local community people.

Most of the Fulani people are nomadic in nature, herding sheep, goats and cattle across the dry grass lands of their environs and making them the main pastoral nomadic group in the world. The main Fulani sub groups in Nigeria are: Fulbe Gombe, Fulbe Adamawa, Fulbe Sokoto, Fulbe Mbororo, and Fulbe Borgu (Kasarachi, 2016).

The Fulani own over ninety percent of the livestock population which accounts for one-third of agricultural GDP and 3.2% of the entire GDP in Nigeria (Fabiyi & Otunuga, 2016). The Fulani herdsmen mostly move with their cattle’s from one destination to another in search of grazing land especially in the dry season. When the Fulani light-skinned herders are migrating, they are often accompanied by their dark-skinned sedentary kinsmen (urban or town Fulani), who are better educated, more dynamic as politicians, and were fanatical and versed as Muslims than the former. When the herders encounter local opposition to their encroachments, the sedentaries provide the requisite political and military strategy for resistance, and when the sedentaries felt the need for socio-religious cleansing (a jihad), the herdsmen provide the rank and file of the fighting forces.

However, the Fulani herders in most cases settled in fertile areas to rear their cattle and when the migration continued to be dictated by economic and socio-political factors, increased trends of conflicts between the herders and their host communities (farmers) escalated.

Many Nigerians lost their lives, properties/ farmlands or crops every year to Fulani herders. The conflicts between Fulani herdsmen and farmers came into existence as a result of encroachment of farmlands by the Fulani herders.

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Nigeria is under a severe internal and security threat as the threat has political, economic and environmental dimensions. Each of these dimensions has critically affected the stability of the nation and can be traced to many factors in which the Fulani-herdsmen appears to be major factor. Most worrisome in the present development is the pillaging, raping, killing and kidnapping by the so called Fulani herdsmen. Stories are found in the national dailies on daily basis of how these shepherds strategically attack several communities and houses, with sophisticated assault gunsAK-47.In recent times, the killings recorded by Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash has rampaged most communities, displacing them of their farmlands and loss of their major source of livelihood. This is becoming unbearable with the Fulani herdsmen always having their ways, leaving the farmers at their mercy. Herdsmen attribute the roots of the crisis to religious differences resulting in the killing of their cows while the farmers see the herdsmen as a threat to their crops and agricultural produce since the herdsmen allow their cows to feed on the farmer crops. However the tolls keep going and at the extreme the activities of Fulani herdsmen continue to affect community settlement.

1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY.

The purpose of this study is to critically assess the implication of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement. Specifically it is geared:

To examine the causes of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement.
To determine the implications of Fulani herdsmen activities on community members.
To investigate the rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affects community members and settlement.

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study will enable Public security agents in Nigeria on the need to be exposed (by way of periodic training) to the globally tenable best practices and know-how of counter-banditry in order to boost their operational efficiency in combating violent crimes and activities in general. It will heighten the awareness of government on the need to come up with credible and implementable policies to curb the incessant attacks on common man and improve their livelihood. It will enlighten community settlers on the need to be security conscious and prepare themselves with other self-defence mechanism in the absence of quick response from government enforcement agencies.finally the study will also contribute to the general body of knowledge.

1.5 SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study is to critically assess the implication of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement. Specifically it will examine the causes of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement. It will determine the implications of Fulani herdsmen activities on community members. It will investigate the rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affects community members and settlement. However the study is delimited to selected local government in Ogun State.

1.6 RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

H0: There is no impact of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement

H0: The rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement is low

1.7 LIMITATION OF STUDY

Financial constraint - Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).

Time constraint- The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.

1.8 OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS

Implication: this the effect an action has on something or the conclusion that can be drawn from something although it is not explicitly stated.

Banditry: Banditry is a type of organized crime committed by outlaws typically involving the threat or use of violence. A person who engages in banditry is known as a bandit and primarily commits crimes such as extortion, robbery, and murder, either as an individual or in groups.

Fulani Herdsmen: Fulani herdsmen or Fulani pastoralists are nomadic or semi-nomadic Fulani people whose primary occupation is raising livestock.

Community Settlement: community settlement are village's residents organized in a cooperative. it is a group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

INTRODUCTION
Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework
Theoretical Framework
Chapter Summary
2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Herdsmen 

The Fulani originated from the Senegambia before spreading out into about 20 states which cut across West Africa and the Sahel as well as western Sudan and Central African Republic (McGregor, 2014). The people are found in large number in Nigeria but while some have moved into the cities, many are still living as seminomadic herders. However, these group who own and rear herds of animals like cattle for commercial purposes are called Herdsmen. Fulani herdsmen or Fulani pastoralists are normadic or semi normadic herders whose primary occupation is raising livestock (Iro 1994, p. 22). They usually move their herds from one place to another in search of pasture and fresh water. It is predominantly the occupation of the Fulani ethnic group in Nigeria. They are often armed and visibly move about with weapons (like daggars, matchets, arrows etc) to protect their livestocks. The more disturbing issue about the Herdsmen is that they also block the highways with their cattle, rob and kidnap people, keep them captives in the bush and demand for ransom. The Herdsmen have also been involved in the rape of old and young women and burning of communities (The Vanguard, 2015). Due to their violent nature and associated killings, the group was recently described as the world's fourth deadliest militant group (GTI, 2015; Mikailu, 2016).
Homeland Security

The concept of Homeland Security originated from America after September 11, 2001 terrorist attack. The essence of homeland security is to protect the United States of America (US) sovereignty, territory, domestic population, and critical defense infrastructure against external threats and aggression, or other threats as directed by the President (Reese, 2013). 2010 Quadrennial Homeland Security Review (DHS) defines homeland security as a concerted national effort to ensure a safe, secure and resilient homeland against terrorism and other hazards where American interests, aspirations, and ways of life can thrive. While 2008 U.S. Department of Homeland Security Strategic Plan, Fiscal Years 2008-2013 (DHS) sees it as a unified national effort to prevent and deter terrorist attacks, protect and respond to hazards, and to secure the national borders (Reese, 2013). The essence of homeland security as being justified is to ensure that America is safe, secure, and resilient against terrorism and other hazards (Reese, 2013). Regardless of the definitions given above, borrowing the term “homeland security” to Nigeria security context, it will primarily mean to protect Nigerian state from internal insurrection and external attack; it will be a collaborative effort by all law enforcement agents in Nigeria: Military (army, navy, air force) and civilian agents (police, state security service, civil defense, immigration, national intelligence, immigration, prison service) to curb terrorism, insurgency and other hazards.

Insurgency

Insurgency may be seen as the use of force, usually violent, as means of coercing a target population to submit to the will of the terrorists (Isyaku, 2013). While, United Nation Document defines insurgency as any act which is intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or international organization to do or abstain from doing any act. The operational tactics of the insurgents are to intimidate, frustrate, and raise feeling of uncertainty, imminent danger and the loss of hope, so as to cripple or limit all aspects of human activities and normal livelihoods (Omitola, 2014).

Herdsmen-Farmers Conflict 

Herdsmen-Farmers conflict is as old as the existence of man. It started from the children (Cain and Abel) of the first man (Adam). Abel was a shepherd and Cain was a farmer according to Bible’s account, however, Cain killed Abel in the field out of jealousy. Okoro (2018) averred that herdsmen-farmer or harder-farmer conflicts are conflicts occurring between peasant farmers or subsistence cultivators and nomadic or transhumant livestock keepers. According to Hagmann (2003), there exist differences between ‘herder-herder’ conflicts and ‘farmer-herder’ conflicts. He maintained that herder-herder conflicts are usually conflicts between nomadic or transhumant livestock keepers that arise between receiving groups over their territory’s resources and incoming groups searching for water and pastures, and cattle raiding. Herder-herder conflict is a conflict that results from theft of cattle or other animals among the Fulani herdsmen. It is herdsmen rustling cattle of other herdsmen, or when unexperienced herders entrust their animals in the care of experienced herders under agreements, and when such agreements are breached conflict occasions within. The violent cattle raids among pastoralists in East Africa are examples of herder-herder conflicts. Hussein, Sumberg, and Seddon, (1999) see farmer-herder conflicts as comprising different types of conflicts, including ethnic conflicts, interest conflicts, resource disputes, political action, evictions, killings, cattle raiding and cattle rustling.

The Menace of Fulani Herdsmen Insurgency in Nigeria
Many factors have been adduced for the menace of Fulani herdsmen and farmers clashes in Nigeria. Among these factors are: 

Border Porosity: Regardless of the economic and social aspects, a standard character of the Nigerian boundaries is porous (Burton, 2016). Nigeria has porous borders with Cameroon (1,690 kilometers) in the east, Niger (1,497 kilometers) in the north, Benin (773 kilometers) in the west, and Chad (87 kilometers) in the northeast (Onuoha, 2012). The three critical immediate neighbours of Nigeria have a predominantly itinerant Fulani Islamic population that share common borders with Nigeria’s eight states in the northern region, namely Sokoto, Katsina, Jigawa, Yobe, Borno, Adamawa, Taraba and Gombe. The cross - border activities are defined in certain push and pull variables (Onuoha, 2012). According to (Alli, 2011), the push factors consisting of the domestic conditions in Chad, Niger and Cameroun include the severe socio-economic dislocation that stalls sustainable development, perennial drought, famine, political instability, social and ethnic conflicts and near collapse of state control of resources and institutions, as well as the survival pressures on immediate and extended family members. The pull factors to Nigeria are critically socio-economic prospects, food security, religious and cultural affinity with Nigerians and political freedom. To Onuoha (2012) the Fulani herdsmen, moving with guns, causing violence, fighting with farmers are not Nigerians. These are foreigners coming into Nigeria to cause a breach of the peace of the nation. They are, therefore, terrorists and should be treated as such by the Nigerian security agencies. The porous borders are to blame for the infiltration of the extremists. Nigeria has international land borders of about 4,470 kilometres (2,513 miles) with Chad, Cameroon, Benin, and Niger, and a coastline of 774 kilometres (480 miles), which are largely unmanned.

Cattle Rusting: In Nigeria, the pervasiveness of cattle rustling especially in the northern part of Nigeria has been extensive with thousands of the incidence reported by the cattle rearers every year. The paucity of data make it difficult to ascertain the exact statistics on the trend of cattle rustling, nevertheless, isolated figures that exist with cattle breeders association put the death toll of herders at 322 and the loss of 60,000 cattle’s stolen by rustlers in 2013 alone across Plateau, Nasarawa, Niger, Kaduna, Taraba, Benue and Zamfara states (Okoli and Okpaleke, 2014 cited in Burton, 2016). It was observed by Okwor (2016) that, in Plateau State among Berom and Fulani tribes, cattle rustling led to loss of lives and properties among them. Okwor recorded that, on several occasions, Fulani traced their cattle to Berom communities, throughout 2014, more than 1 thousand cows were stolen; this did not include those that were killed. After a fighting that ensued between these two tribes, the Fulani could be able to retrieve like 150 cows, but more than 887 were still missing till date (Okwor, 2016). The Okwor report ostensibly narrated what really led to fighting between the Fulani herdsmen and farmers in Plateau State, Nigeria and the case is more of suspicion other ethnic group as perpetrator of an act.

Environmental factors: The environmental factors range from desertification, bush burning, climate change and increase in population. Mohammed (2018) observed that like lake chad that used to provide water and other resources to more than 30 million people in four countries including Nigeria in the early 1960s has shrunk by 90% from 25000 square kilometers to 2500 square kilometers, thus forcing those affected to move southward in search of resources for their flocks. Therefore, this migration resulted from loss of grazing land to expanding settlements, and the migration to southward is causing unholy violent competition over land within communities in Nigeria. To Mohammed, this and other reasons like desertification have altered the resources landscape, heightened competition for dwindling resources and raise the possibility of clashes between the hosting communities and herders (Mohammed, 2018).

Political mitigation: The fact that farmer/Fulani clashes are politically motivated with ethnic conflation in Nigeria cannot be undermined. The comments of Nigerian political class especially Emir of Kano, Sultan of Sokoto and the silence of Mr. President, Muhammad Buhari juxtaposed this fact. Burton (2016) argued that, even Nigerian President Muhammad Buhari has been accused of giving the Fulani preferential treatment due to his own Fula heritage, and legislation proposed by his party has been met with suspicion and outrage. This legislation, a series of attempts to provide grazing land for the Fulani herdsmen, has been rejected at least once already, though the government continues its attempts to resolve the conflict peacefully (Burton, 2016). As of June 8, 2016, the Nigerian military was not being used to counteract the efforts of Fulani militants, and members of the government have expressed the improbable belief that local police forces have the resources to get the situation under control. Therefore, the fact that the president did not visit the scene of the attach of Fulani herdsmen in Benue until after a year despite the Benue State Governor Samuel Ortom submitted a report of early warning that, there would be deadly strike of the Fulani herdsmen in the state, this transmits that the group still enjoys continuing support from the presidency. Similarly, Nobel Laureate, Prof. Wole Soyinka has said the President was in a trance to have remained silent over heinous crimes committed by Fulani herdsmen in Nigeria (Soyinka, 2018). Soyinka came to this conclusion based on “unforced errors” and the President body language which had aggravated the killings by the herdsmen in Nigeria (Soyinka, 2018).

Climate Change: One of the major factors that affecting pastoral farming in Nigeria is climate change, this result from long dry season in a year. Describing the annual herding cycle and how climate change has affected herders in Nigeria, Iro (1994) stated that the herding season begins with southward movement of the herds along rivers and stream valleys from October to December – marking the end of rainy season and beginning of dry season. January to February is the harmattan season that is characterized by longer grazing hours, herd splitting, and more frequent visits to stable water sources. The months of March and April are usually the toughest for the herdsman and his cattle, as it is the hottest period in the grazing calendar. Indeed, he now herds his cattle only in the evenings and nights (Iro, 1994). Iro (1994) believed that, climate change coupled with the hot weather in the north caused the Fulani herdsmen to look for greener pasture southward.

Triggers of herdsmen crisis in Nigeria 

The triggers of the incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers are often based on alleged trespass on farmlands for grazing purposes which destroys crops and deprive farmers of high productivity and projected profits. Such triggers can generally be categorized into two: the external and internal causes. In Nigeria, the internal causes of incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers pose major challenges to socioeconomic development than the external causes of the clashes. This article, therefore, focuses on the internal causes of incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Nigeria and considers the incessant clashes as self-inflicted and not externally determined.

Incoherence of the government policy 

The clashes between Fulani herdsmen and their host communities have given room for conflicting claims and arguments on the constitutional rights to land ownership and the establishment of grazing reserves. How has the dissatisfaction with state governments’ anti-open grazing orientation fed the frustration and thirst for nihilistic violence? Through the politicking of Fulani lawmakers and the powers of Fulani lobbying, the Grazing Bill is being pushed in the national assembly, and thus, will forcibly dislocate people from their lands (Onwubiko 2017). The Minister of Agriculture earmarks billions for the purchase of Brazilian grass for Fulani herdsmen. Such a sentimental disposition points not only to the possibility of the herdsmen going scot-free with wanton killing and destruction, while the federal government proposes withdrawing from state treasury to tend to private-owned business (Onwubiko 2017). Audu Ogbeh, the current Minister of Agriculture, once suggested that the attacks were as a result of the failure of successive governments to pay attention to Fulani herdsmen and cow farming. He stated further that the national outrage was about the refusal of the federal government to bring those Fulani herdsmen responsible for the killings to book (Onwubiko 2017). However, at other times, Audu Ogbeh has been quoted to give out contradictory policy blueprints on how the government is resolving the emerging grave threats posed by the Fulani herdsmen (Onwubiko 2017). He stated that establishment of ranches for cattle is been explored, while adding in another forum, that the federal government was demarcating grazing lands in some states (Dimelu; Salifu and Igbokwe 2016). Constitutionally in Nigeria, federal-instituted grazing reserves are not realistic because land rights and license insurance reside with the state governments right from colonial period down to contemporary times, in line with the land use Act of 1978 (Folami 2010). On the issue of ranches in the country, it is yet to be known how the federal government intends to deploy public funds to establish ranches for private herd owners, when entrepreneurial groups such as local farmers have never been put under consideration for funding support from the federal government. According to Section 42 (1) of the Nigerian Constitution, the policy of using public fund to set up ranches for Fulani herdsmen breaches the constitutional provision against discrimination (Ehiabhi 2012), though the private ownership of ranches is in itself a good practice in the world today. There have been a lot of challenges for the country’s continuous experimentation with incoherent and unclear policy goals in the aspect of resolving the incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers. Sapru (2012) stated that;

...] if policy goals are unclear or are not specified in any measurable form, to determine the extent to which they have been achieved becomes a complex and cumbersome task, while officials such as legislators and administrators who are in different positions in the policy system may be uncertain about the accomplishment of the programme [...] even when the goals are clear, specifying such goals and putting them into effect would require further political action within the organizations (Sapru 2012).

The specification of goals may also lead to the division of responsibilities (Sapru 2012). The country operates a dysfunctional incoherent policy system due to the zero-sum nature of local politics. Moreover, the new wave of Fulani herdsmen violence can be considered a premeditated strategy for the federal government, given its current stance of inaction in the face of obvious massacres and land grabbing, aimed to intimidate sections of the population from posing any challenge to the revived wave of Fulani herdsmen hegemony in the Nigerian state (Higazi 2016). The federal government is, therefore, compelled to end the administration of public policy incoherence, in order to effectively stop the land bandit group of armed Fulani herdsmen and bring them to face the criminal law. Some scholars have stated that the macro level of checking the blood thirsty herdsmen is the total absence of a coherent public policy to deal decisively with the grave phenomenon of armed Fulani herdsmen while at the micro level, some state governments like Ekiti, Oyo, and Ondo state have enacted and enforced laws to check the extremism of armed Fulani herdsmen, while other state governments have experimented a distorted form of policy of appeasement which to a large extent has not worked because any society that appeases violent elements will live to regret such miscalculations (Hart 2016). Many states such as Benue and Kaduna have experimented with an appeasement policy to cushion the effect of the clashes with the armed Fulani herdsmen but that does not bring an end to Fulani herdsmen invasion and destruction of local farmlands. Hundreds of local farmers and thousands innocent citizens have been displaced as a result of the activities of Fulani herdsmen in Benue and Kaduna state alone (HRW 2013). Benue appeasement of affected local farmers has been in the form of the donation of substantial grazing land near the destroyed rural communities in the Idoma ethnic group, while that of Kaduna has involved financial compensations to affected parties. However, the appeasement strategy and execution by these two states administration is classical case of organized confusion (Ibrahim 2014). The federal and state governments’ incoherent policies of appeasement have proved grossly inappropriate and thus, can also generate more incessant killings in the country.

Human insecurity 

Human insecurity is a critical issue in development processes. In a country with acute poverty and related problems of hunger, social unrest and chronic development problems are factors, according to HRW (2013) investigations, responsible for the rage that fuels incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers. Simply put, the Fulani herdsmen and farmers in rural communities are victims of grinding poverty, as they can neither live in good houses, afford to feed properly, access educational opportunities, nor help their backwardness. Insecurity poses serious threats to the sustainability of rural and urban livelihoods, as the inhabitants affected by the bloody clashes are usually determined minorities and dominant ethnic groups in the North-Centralregion (Idegu 2015). Security experts also raise queries as to the requirements for social services in the concerned rural areas. Also, the increase in the demand for social amenities often necessitates the diversion of funds from productive investments to the provision of social infrastructures (Kabir 2016). When proper rechanneling of funds to infrastructural development is not done, the inhabitants, of the North-Central region, experience social unrest, acute poverty and more herdsmen attacks. Several studies in Nigeria have identified inadequate means of supporting human capital and participation in the design of development, as well as poor maintenance grazing and farming culture as key factors, as leading to chronic developmental problems, social unrest and the growth of acute poverty in the place of inhabitants in the region (Majekodunmi; Fajinmi; Dongkum; Shaw and Welburn 2014). In fact, some of these studies assert that there is the need to evaluate the issue of clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers, as such is often the genesis of social unrest and domestic violence in the region. Nigeria is beset with serious security predicaments. On a serious note, Marietu and Olarewaju (2009) warned that ‘the collapse of a state can hardly occur spontaneously, or at once. If and where it happens, it is likely to be initiated by violent clashes ridden processes of deterioration, decline and erosion of functions’. Nigeria has provided a more fertile ground for insecurity through the nature of the society and the inability of the federal and state governments to effectively meet ethnically-based demands. Without doubt, the plans of the Fulani herdsmen, who kill and maim their hosts in the guise of grazing, stand as a threat to Nigeria’s national security and survival. Nigeria’s rising security threat, especially in the concerned aspect cannot be combated by spending large sums of money on military hardware. In fact, the increase in federal budget of defense is quite unnecessary and wasteful. Nigeria’s insecurity can be best combated through social security tactics. Federal and state governments can be responsible and sincere in tackling the issue of corruption in order to demonstrate their willingness to support the herdsmen with grazing reserves and local farmers with enough resources. The return of democracy was preceded by high expectations that some of the problems besetting the country, chief of which is official corruption, will be addressed. However, contrary to expectations, the new democratic order has been plagued by corruption, that surpasses even the military era (Odoh and Chigozie 2012). The consequences of such failure are evident in the gross underdevelopment of the Nigerian state, economic instability, violence, dearth of good governance, pauperization of the Nigerian people, as well as a threat to the country’s fledgling democracy. Specifically, the culpability of corruption to the general problem of the country has elicited a number of efforts, which include constitutional engineering, as well as institutional and legal approaches, by the Nigerian state to curb its occurrence. Security must be patterned in a way that all ethnic divisions and tribes are the primary focus in security policy formulation.

Proliferation of small and light weapons 

The proliferation of small and light weapons has exacerbated violent rural crime, such as armed Fulani herdsmen killings, cattle rustlers cum ethnic violence and general insecurity outrage. Generally for the country and specifically with regards to the herdsmen situation, the discovery by the federal government of a thousand four hundred and ninety-seven illegal routes along the Nigerian border is important information. Even so, this discovery is not as important as how the government react to it. The porosity of the Nigerian borders poses a great challenge to combating the incessant killings between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers, based on trespass on farmlands for grazing purposes. The Governor of Kaduna state had once raised a peace committee and successfully traced the herdsmen to locations outside Nigerian borders (Premium Times 2017), but still, the porosity of the borders remained yet unaddressed. Nigeria’s security institutions are very loose, and weak to check the infiltration of foreign visitors who are mercenaries in Nigeria’s incessant herdsmen-perpetuated killings, especially regarding the involvement of the nationals of neighbouring countries such as Sudan, Mali, Niger, and Chad (Shettima and Tar 2008). In addition to our weak borders, Nigeria does not have any special forces guarding these areas spread across the nation. Recent reports of kidnap and robbery, by alleged nomads, of citizens travelling through forest regions is a pointer to why Nigeria needs special policing at our forests and mountains. In most cases, the countries mentioned are escape routes for the armed Fulani herdsmen, when they are aware of the military presence.

Violence between herdsmen and sedentary population across Nigeria
It has been stated that between 2010 and 2017, the activities of herdsmen have posed existential threat to various local Nigerian communities (Kingdom News 2017). Over 5,000 lives have been lost with over 100,000 internally displaced people through the attacks of Fulani herdsmen in the North-Central region (Kingdom News 2017). Many rural communities have been dispersed and their inhabitants thrown into confusion, thereby, breaking the cohesion of the communities and threatening the survival of the local population. It has also been stated that Fulani herdsmen, after attacks, occupy the lands from which they violently and murderously evict the local farmers, and that security forces and the government thereafter, take steps to secure the Fulani possession of the occupied lands (Ojomoyela 2016; Kingdom News 2017). There is by all accounts a pattern in the poor administration of such emergencies. In the prompt previous administration of President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, for instance, the Jos emergencies continued regardless of the nearby and worldwide clamor (Okeke 2014). From 1996 to 2006, around 121 individuals have lost their lives in Bauchi and Gombe States alone because of such clashes. On thirteenth July, 2014, 10 people were murdered in conflicts between neighborhood ranchers and Fulani herders in the Pilagani Street of Langtang, North Local Government of Plateau State (Ovuakporie and Agbakwuru 2016). What is more, on the fourteenth of July, 2014, more than 50 individuals were accounted for dead in Pilagani region of Marakun Local Government Area, Zamfara State in a related clash (Premium Times 2016). In May, 2015, likewise, finished a hundred people have kicked the bucket in towns and outcast camps situated in Ikura, Benue State, from assaults by presumed herders. Since the start of this current year, more than one hundred neighborhood ranchers and blameless occupants have been slaughtered by Fulani herders (Opejobi 2016). In 2015, the fierce Fulani herders were positioned the fourth deadliest brigand aggregate on the planet by the Global Conflict Index. In spite of this and the various individuals murdered, the government has neglected to take intense activities (Stein 2016). In Benue state for instance, the Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria expressed that the assaults on their nearby ranchers is a type of striking back for the taking of one hundred bovines by individuals from the rustic groups that have been under assault. Moreover, in 2016, more than 1,042 inhabitants have been murdered in Benue State because of the ceaseless bleeding conflicts. In 2015, around seven towns were invaded by Fulani herders in Agatu Local Government, seven famers executed in Ikpele and Okpopolo regions of the state and uprooting more than 6000 inhabitants” (Stein 2016). About 15 Local government areas out of 23 in Benue including Agatu had been invaded by the herdsmen, killing thousands of residents, destructing homes and farmlands, and raping the wives and daughters of men in these communities (Opejobi 2016). Another notable hotspot of Fulani herdsmen invasion is Ukpabi-Nimbo Community in Enugu State, about 300 herdsmen invaded this community with guns and machetes, shooting sporadically, killing people, setting houses and vehicles ablaze (Mikailu 2016). Other notable hotspots of Fulani herdsmen invasion include Plateau (Berom Community), Lagos (Agege), Ekiti (Oke Ako Community), Taraba (Gashaka), Ibadan (Lagelu), Delta (Ossissa community), Kwara (Lagun, Iyana Offa, Offa communities), Akure, Nasarawa, Abia and Imo state to mention but a few. The Mercy Corps (2015) puts Fulani herdsmen as the most deadly militant group in Nigeria with a record killing of 1,229 people in 2014, which is a steady rise from 63 in 2013. The Fulani militants accounted for 97% of all deaths in 2014 as against 67% recorded by Boko-Haram (Mercy Corps 2015). Out of 163 countries analyzed in the “2015 Mercy Corps”, Nigeria ranks 149th on the list Global Conflict Index. This further showcases the dilapidating state of peace in Nigeria (Mercy Corps 2015). A recent report by Mercy Corps (2015), a global humanitarian organization funded by the British Department for International Development (DFID), puts the endless conflict between local farmers and Fulani herdsmen across the country, especially in the NorthCentral, as costing Nigeria $ 14 billion in potential revenue annually”.
2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
According to Le Meur and Hochet (2010), theorizing herdsmen-farmer conflicts remains very difficult, since the actors, causes and dynamics are complex and varied. They believe that a combination of theories is needed to explain vividly farmer-herder conflict escalation. This is why this study adopts a twofold-theoretical perspective to discuss the issues in herdsmen-farmer relations and to allow for a more in-depth understanding of the issues. Therefore, the study adopts Frustration-Aggression Theory and Dialectical-materialism Theory in understanding the causes and escalations of the herdsmen-farmer conflicts in Nigeria.

Frustration Aggression Theory 

Frustration aggression theory also known as the ‘frustration–aggression–displacement theory’, is a theory of aggression proposed by John Dollard, Neal Miller, Leonard Doob, OrvalMowrer and Robert Sears in 1939 and further developed by Neal Miller in 1941and Leonard Berkowitz in 1961. The theory says that aggression is the result of blocking, or frustrating, a person's efforts to attain a goal (Friedman Schustack, 2014). When first formulated, the hypothesis stated that frustration always precedes aggression, and aggression is the sure consequence of frustration. Two years later, however, Millerand Sears re-formulated the hypothesis to suggest that while frustration creates a need to respond, some form of aggression is one possible outcome. Therefore, the re-formulated hypothesis stated that while frustration prompts a behavior that may or may not be aggressive, any aggressive behavior is the result of frustration, making frustration not sufficient, but a necessary condition for aggression (Zillmann Dolf, 1979). It attempts to give an explanation as to the cause of violence. Frustration is the “condition which exists when a goal-response suffers interference”, while aggression is defined as “an act whose goal-response is injury to an organism (or an organism surrogate). The theory says that frustration causes aggression, but when the source of the frustration cannot be challenged, the aggression gets displaced onto an innocent target (scapegoat). This theory is also used to explain riots and revolutions, which both are believed to be caused by poorer and more deprived sections of society who may express their bottled up frustration and anger through violence (wordpress.com, 2012). According to Olu-Adeyemi (2017), a number of other variables influence the use of violence as well, for example the culture, the society, and the political environment. The culture must at least accept, if not approve, violent action as a means to an end. Violence is also more likely if the current leadership and/or the socioeconomic/political system is seen as unresponsive. Olu-Adeyemi also asserted that the central theme of the theory is that scarcity is the product of insufficient supply (impact of climate population explosion) or unequal distribution of resource as a result of deprivation which ultimately leads to aggression. On the issue of frustration, it means that one’s access to means of livelihood (farming or grazing as the case may be) is being thwarted by another or possibly by particular circumstances and that one’s reaction to this thwarting is that of annoyance. Olu- Adeyemi also added that, deprivation is not based on wants or needs alone, but on the wants and needs that we feel we ought to have or deserve. More often than not, the Herdsmen are frustrated due to desertification, thus, the reality is that they face forced migration and as they migrate, series of challenges are encountered which in turn brings frustration. Similarly, farmers who have struggled to cultivate farmlands also get frustrated whenever herds of cattle destroy their farmlands. The Fulani Herdsmen terror is a struggle over values and claims to scarce resources in which their aims are to neutralize, injure or to eliminate the host communities in a bid to fend for their animals. The violent activities of the Fulani Herdsmen occur because of the accumulation of residual instigatory effects of frustration. The terrorist activities of the herdsmen are traceable to the desertification that has caused depletion in grazing opportunities or scarcity of feed for their animals which in the long-run affects their economic wellbeing. If a herdsmen losses his flock to drought and water scarcity, he may be frustrated because of the loss of livelihood. From this reality, he may be aggressive and since, he cannot channel it to the natural causes, he may in the long-run channel it to any person or group that obstructs his migration to a safe area. On the side of farmers and host communities in Nigeria frustration also occur whenever animals of the herdsmen trample on their farmlands to eat up their crops. And because they are frustrated too, they become aggressive and channel their aggression to the herdsmen and their cows. Owing to this reality, conflict and confrontation is inevitable.

Dialectical-materialism: This paper is also anchored on the theory of “dialectical-materialism”. The theory of dialectical-materialism lies in the concept of the natural world evolution and emergence of new qualities of being at new stages of evolution. Dialectical materialists postulate that man’s consciousness of himself in the society is determined by material condition. Here, material condition refers to what one owns, possesses or what one can advert to, in the society. Central in determining man’s material condition are the way the society organizes the production, distribution and exchange of these goods and services that man perceives as his possessions. The theoreticians observe that since these materials are limited, man’s aspiration to possess them usually results into conflict with others seeking the same material. Dialectics is thus what the theoreticians call the resultant of this competition, hence the term dialectical materialism. The dialectical materialists are of the firm position that conflict will be inevitable in the absence of equity and justice occasioned by limited resources. Meanwhile, to allay this vicious circle of dialectics in order to ensure harmonious co-existence in the society, the theorists advocate that attempts must be made to ensure equity and justice as sine qua non for progress or development (Shakhnazarov, 1978). However, the theory as expounded here appropriately matches the situation obtainable in the herdsmen and farmers scenario in Nigeria. It is therefore the perception of each group that the other is a threat to its material condition in the society that eventually escalates into violent conflicts between them. Herdsmen sometimes accuse farmers of killing their cattle, and resort in attacking or killing the farmers. The farmers on the other hand see herdsmen as land encroachers and crop destroyers, and of course, make efforts to protect their properties (land and crops).
CHAPTER SUMMARY

In this review the researcher has sampled the opinions and views of several authors and scholars on Funani Banditry and community settlement. The works of scholars who conducted empirical studies have been reviewed also. The chapter has made clear the relevant literature.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
AREA OF STUDY

Ogun State is a state in southwestern Nigeria. Created in February 1976 from the former Western State, Ogun State borders Lagos State to the south, Oyo State and Osun State to the north, Ondo State, and the Republic of Benin to the west.

3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.

3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out on the assessment of the implication of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement using selected local government in Ogun state as case study. The selected local government for this study is Ijeb-Ode North local Government of Ogun State.

respondents were obtained from the residence of the local Government. Therefore, all the residence of the selected LGA form the population of the study.

3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 

3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

To determine the sample size of this study, the researcher adopted the purposive sampling techniques. Therefore, the researcher purposively selected 150 residence of  Ijeb-Ode North Local Government which comprises of 35 civil servants, 30 farmers, 40 traders, and 45 cooperate workers making a sum of 150 respondents as sample size.
3.6
SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing 7 questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.

3.7
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. While the hypothesis were tested using Chi-square statistical tool SPSS v23.
3.8
VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.

3.9 ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and fifty (150) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which one hundred (100) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 100 was validated for the analysis.

4.2
DATA PRESENTATION

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 150 was calculated for this study. A total of 100 responses were received and validated. For this study a total of 100 was used for the analysis.

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	150
	100

	Received  
	100
	85.7

	Validated
	100
	85.7


Source: Field Survey, 2021

Table 4.2: Demographic data of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	53
	53%

	Female
	47
	47%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	43
	43%

	Muslim
	57
	57%

	Age
	
	

	20-30
	29
	29%

	30-40
	36
	36%

	41-50
	21
	21%

	51+
	14
	14%

	Education
	
	

	Dropout
	16
	16%

	Basic Education
	20
	20%

	Secondary Education
	32
	32%

	Tertiary Education
	32
	32%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single
	31
	31%

	Married
	35
	35%

	Separated
	10
	10%

	Divorced
	7
	07%

	Widowed
	17
	17%


Source: Field Survey, 2021
4.2
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Question 1: Do Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affect community members?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on question 1

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	79
	79

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 79% of the respondents said yes, while the remaining 21% were undecided.

Question 2: To what extent do Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affect community members and settlement?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High Extent
	65
	65

	Low Extent
	18
	18

	Undecided
	17
	17

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 65% of the respondents said high extent, 18% sad low extent while the remaining 17% were undecided.

Question 3: Do Fulani herdsmen banditry activities have any impact on community settlement?
Table 4.5:  Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	62
	62

	No
	24
	24

	Undecided
	14
	14

	Total
	100
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 62% of the respondents said yes, 24% said no. While the remaining 21% were undecided.

TEST OF HYPOTHESIS

H0: There is no impact of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement

H0: The rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement is low

Hypothesis One

There is no impact of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement.
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	Yes

No

Undecided


	62

24

14

100
	33.33

33.33

33.33
	28.67

-9.33

-19.33


	100

-16

-36


	10.0

-1.6

-2.2


6.2


Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (3-1) (2-1)

= 3*1

=2

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.991.

The decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (5.991) < X2cal (6.2), we reject null and accordingly accept alternate hypothesis which state that Fulani herdsmen banditry activities has an impact on community settlement.
Hypothesis Two

The rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement is low.
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	High Extent

Low Extent Undecided


	65

18

17

100
	33.33

33.33

33.33
	31.67

-15.33

-14.33


	342

-160

-156


	16.0

-4.6

-3.2


8.2


Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (3-1) (2-1)

= 3*1

=2

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.991.

The decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (5.991) < X2cal (8.2), we reject null and accordingly accept alternate hypothesis which state that the rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement is high.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

5.1 Introduction

This chapter summarizes the findings on the assessment of the implication of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement using selected local government in Ogun state as case study. The chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, and recommendations. 
5.2 Summary of the Study

In this study, our focus was to examine the implication of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement using selected local government in Ogun state as case study. The study specifically was aimed at examining the causes of Fulani herdsmen banditry activities on community settlement; determine the implications of Fulani herdsmen activities on community members; investigate the rate at which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affects community members and settlement.

The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 100 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are residence of Ijebu-Ode North LGA of Ogun State.
5.3 Conclusions

Based on the findings of this study, the researcher made the following conclusion.

Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affects community members.
The extent to which Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affect community members and settlement is high.
Fulani herdsmen banditry activities have an impact on community settlement.
5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS

Conflict resolution mechanisms, mass orientation, and ranches as the sustainable panaceas to the constant herders men banditry in Nigeria. The paper also recommends that the opponents of ranches should fear nothing but fear itself, because “there is no compulsion in (Islam) religion” (Quran 2:256) – meaning that no Muslim is allowed to force anybody to accept the Islamic faith. Nwobi (2018) affirmed that ranching option and grazing reserves are rejected in the south-east zone because of “the fear of being colonized by the northerners”.
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APPENDIXE

QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]
Female [  ]

Age 

20-30
[  ]

31-40
[  ]

41-50   [  ]
51 and above [  ]

Educational level

WAEC

[  ]

BSC/HND
[  ]

MSC/PGDE
[  ]

PHD

[  ]

Others……………………………………………….. (please indicate)

Marital Status

Single
[  ]

Married [  ]

Separated [  ]

SECTION B
Question 1: Do Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affect community members?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	79

	No
	00

	Undecided
	21


Question 2: To what extent do Fulani herdsmen banditry activities affect community members and settlement?
	Options
	Please Tick

	High Extent
	

	Low Extent
	

	Undecided
	


Question 3: Do Fulani herdsmen banditry activities have any impact on community settlement?
	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


