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Abstract
There seem to be a debate on the validity of democratic peace theory. While some scholars argued that democracy engenders peace, others argued exactly the opposite. In the Nigerian context, democracy appears to have been characterised by violence. With heavy reliance on secondary data backed by analytical approach, the paper examines democracy and violent conflicts in Nigeria and its implications for development with a particular focus on the Nigeria‟s Fourth Republic. The study found that; the nature of competition for political power, multi-ethnic nature of the polity as well as corruption, unemployment and poverty are some of the factors which make democracy in Nigeria‟s Fourth Republic violent-ridden. The paper therefore, recommends among others, the need to cut down on the remuneration/allowances of political offices holders and emphasizes the reorientation of the political elite towards shunning divisive politics. 

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
In social science no concept has a single definition, because there are converging views of concepts that is, different scholars view concepts base on their personal idiocencracy. Therefore, it is imperative to conceptualize the basic terms which will give us a better understanding of this research study. Democracy and democratization are two different words in meaning. Democracy can be described as a system of government under which people exercise the governing power either direct or through elected representatives periodically elected by themselves Appadorai A (1972). This means that a state may in political science be termed as a democracy if it provides institutions for the expression and, in the last analysis, the supremacy of the popular will on the questions of social direction and policy. Other factors, such as economy, equality, fraternal feeling and the small size of the state, are durable and make for its successful working, the optimum of democracy, political liberty is the indispensable minimum. Democracy is by far the most popular form of government in the world today. There is hardly any leader who does not wish to be seen as a democrat or a regime that does not seek to be described as democratic. From the above definition, one could infer that democracy is a political system that seeks and ensure the involvement of all and sundry in decision making and management of the country’s affairs.
Many of the elements of modern democracy are usually taken to have originated in ancient Greece, particular the city of Athens. Indeed the word ‘democracy’ derives from two Greek words, ‘demos’ which means the people and ‘Kratein’ which means ‘rule of or by’ the term democracy, therefore, literally means ‘rule by the people’. In addition to its Greek antecedent, modern democracy is also taken to have evolved from such medieval institutions as the British parliament and the jury and from the political theories of seventeenth century such as equality of men, natural rights and sovereignty.
After knowing what democracy entails, it’s important to also conceptualize what democratization means which is the focal point of this research study. Democratization is the process whereby a country adopt the tenets of democracy to the fullest. It could also be seen as the strict adherence to the dictates of democracy. There is less agreement among political scientist about how that process occurs, inducting the criteria to use in determining if democratization has in fact taken place. Many countries have adopted democratic political system only to see them collapse in a military coup or other revolt that yields authoritarian government instead. Typically, a country does not think that democracy has truly taken root until at least three national elections have been held. Another criterion raised by many experts is the peaceful transfer of power to opposition parties. Such transition is critical because it indicates the major political force in a country are prepared to settle their dispute without violence and to accept that they will all spend period of time out of office. Therefore, democratization in essence is the strict adherence to the provision of democratic government.
Large violent conflicts occur with great frequency in poor and slowly growing countries while there is some disagreement about the causes of conflict most studies point to high risks of ignorance associated with poverty, weak state structures, poor governance, natural resource dependence and horizontal inequality (inequality between politically relevant groups such as religious groups or ethnic groups). It is important to note that conflict also leads to enormous hardship. The post election crisis of 2011 also brought serious hardship to the people of Jema’a Local Government area because the market was burnt down, there was also inflation in the prices of goods and food items in the area.
Jacob S. (1984) opines that violent conflict involve at least two or more parties using physical force to resolve competing claims or interest. Violent conflict may occur among individuals or groups not affiliated with government, but the term is most commonly applied as a synonym for war. At whatever level it occurs, a violent conflict usually involve more than confrontation.
1.2 Statement of Research Problem
Democracy is the most popular and acceptable form of government in the world, because it gives the citizens the opportunity and freedom to know and contribute in the governance of their own affairs. However, Nigerian democracy is a mockery of the ideal democracy because of post election violence which claims a lot of lives and property of people. In Jema’a Local Government there have been several crises which are usually violent in nature in the local government. The recent one was the 2011 post election crisis in the local government which was between the Muslims and the Christians in the local government. This crisis led to the lost of properties worth of billions of Nairas as well as the lives of innocent citizens in the local government. This has caused a perpetual hatred between the Christian and Muslims in the local government. Up till today there are reported cases of attacks in the local government as a result of politics.  All these post election crisis and attacks are against the tenets of democracy and has also marred the democratization process of the local government and the nation at large. Democracy does not encourage all these crises and other electoral malpractices because it is against its tenets and can easily mar the image of the local government and the country at large.
1.3 Definition of terms
Violent conflict: the term conflict has no single definition because scholars have converging views on the concept. Smith k. (2000) opines that, conflict is the struggle or contest between people with opposing needs, ideas, beliefs, values, or goals. From the above definition, one could infer that violent conflict is a struggle to meet conflicting needs of individuals in the society.
Democracy: As earlier stated, no concept has an acceptable definition in social science. Therefore, for purpose of this research study, democracy can seen as a political system that is based on the consent of the ruled. That is, the citizens needs and aspiration guides the activities of the rulers who are periodically elected to represent the masses. However, it is imperative to note that democracy is classified into direct or indirect that is, through elected representatives.
Democratization: This is the strict adherence to the provisions of democracy in a given political entity. These tenets include; free and fair elections which are periodically conducted, freedom of speech, presence of a constitution, fundamental human rights among others.
1.4 Proposition
Religious activities and political leaders caused violent conflict in Jema’a Local Government Area.
1.5 Objectives of the Study
1. To assess the conduct of democracy in Jema’a Local Government Area.
2. To also assess the impact of violent conflict in the process of democratization in Jema’a Local Government area and the country at large.
3. To know or to find out what government has done about the issue of violent conflict in the local government, especially the 2011 post election crisis.
4. To also assess how the people of Jema’a Local Government are feeling about violent conflict which has been caused by politics especially the current issues of attacks in different villages.
1.6 Research Questions
1. How has government react to the issue of violent conflict especially the 2011 post election crisis in Jema’a Local Government area?
2. What are the causes of violent conflict in Jema’a Local Government area and how can it be remedy.
3. How has violent conflict affect the process of democratization in Jema’a Local Government Area?
4. Has democracy in this era of conflict enhance and networks development in Jema’a Local Government Area?
1.7 Significance of the Study
This study on the topic (The Impact of Violent Conflict in the process of democratization: A Case Study of Jema’a Local Government 1999 – 2011) is aimed at examining the impacts of violent conflict in the process of democratization and also to provide a way forward or solutions to this phenomenon which is inevitable in all human societies though it can be controlled. The study is imperative because it will serve as an eye opener to the citizens of Jema’a on the negative consequences of the problem. Furthermore, the study will also explore appropriate measures that will improve the conduct of democracy which is a channel of equitable growth and development of any political entity because, it is base on the consent of the ruled.
1.8 The Scope of the Study
This research work is aimed at assessing the impact of violent conflict in the process of democratization over the years. It will be difficult to extend the scope of this study beyond Jema’a Local Government Area. The local government is made up of 12 electoral wards with a quite number of pulling units or centres. This study will therefore be restricted to the thirteen wards in the local government because it cannot include a comprehensive examination to all local government areas in the country at large.
1.9 Research Methodology
I intend to use or employ the quantitative method of data analysis. The primary source of data in this research work will be through questionnaire being administered randomly using the selected targeted groups in the local government area. A total number of 60 questionnaires will be administered drawing 5 respondents from each of the thirteen wards in the local government. Therefore, a systematic random sampling method of selection will be adopted in this research. The systematic random sampling method involves selecting every nth element or person from the target population. The 9th elements represent or mean the desire of respondent that should be included in the sampling chosen in a sequential order hence the term systematic.
The size and population of the wards in the local government under study will be enough to generate the required number of respondents that will correspond with the expectation of this work. The targeted groups cut across age, sex, occupation, class and so on. As such, a careful measure would be taken thereby ensuring a fair representation of the entire population. In other words, in other to ensure a reasonable representation of the entire population, a careful measure is going to be picked of the targeted groups which cut across sex, age, occupation class among others.
The presentation and analysis of the data will be based on respondent socio–demographic characteristic. The data will be presented in a tabular form showing the frequency distribution of respondent based on occupation, sex, age, educational attainment and mental status. Each of the distribution of respondent will be presented in a single bar chart. The secondary data will be source through the use of journals, periodicals, public books, newspapers, internet, unpublished books among others.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Conceptual Explanation
Nigeria was one of the fastest growing economies in Africa between 2006 and 2014. Long before the emergence as Africa’s largest economy following its statistical rebas- ing of GDP in 2014, real gross domestic product (GDP) growth was eclectic. Chete et al. (2016) document that during the period of 1960-70, GDP grew at 3.1% an- nually but grew at 6.2% annually between 1970 and 1978. In the early 1980s, they also document that growth rate was negative but increased to 4% in the period of 1998-1997. The heterogeneity in growth has continued in the twenty first century with high rates of 6.9%, 7.8% , 4.9%, 6.2% and 2.7% in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014 and 2015 respectively (Source: World Bank data). Despite the significant increases in GDP growth in the twenty first century, poverty has remained very high and poverty incidence has sometimes increased during periods of significant GDP growth. Ac- cording to Eigbiremolen (2018), poverty rose from 42.7% in 1992 to 65.6% in 1996. Though poverty has been on a decline in Nigeria since the start of the twenty first century, the percentage of people living in extreme poverty is still very high. For example, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) notes that 60.9% of Nigerians in 2010 were living in “absolute poverty”. According to data from 2018, nearly 46.7% of Nigerians live in extreme poverty (World Poverty Clock). While these levels of poverty incidence are lower than 2010 levels, they are higher than levels in 2017 (45.6% according to data from the World Poverty Clock). Current levels of poverty place Nigeria in the top position as the country with the most people in extreme poverty in the world (World Poverty Clock).
Many factors can impede the process of economic development resulting in persis- tent high levels of poverty despite significant growth in GDP. Violent conflict is one of such factors. Recent literature suggests that conflict can negatively affect various economic, health and labor related outcomes. In Nigeria, violent conflict is viewed as a critical variable impeding the development process but empirical estimates of its impact on development and welfare related outcomes are scant.
Conflict can reduce welfare for households and impose costs on individuals and the economy through several broad channels. First, conflict can lead to economic devastation resulting in economic decline. There are several cross country studies suggesting that violent conflict has a negative effect on investment, savings and economic growth (see Venieris and Gupta, 1986; Alesina and Perotti, 1996, Barro, 1991 and Mauro, 1995). Second, conflict can impose costs on households directly through a decline in an individual’s health. In particular it can affect individuals mentally and can also cause physical and psychological harm. Third, conflict can lead to a decline in trust and an increase in fear and uncertainty. Fear and lack of trust can lead to a decline in social capital, an increase in transaction costs, a decline in school enrollment and education attainment. It can also lead to displacement which affects economic, social outcomes and health. Justino (2009) noted that conflict can lead to a decline in access to safety nets and a decline in social, economic and political institutions, community relations, and overall levels of security.
Other effects of conflict include a disruption of economic activities, a shrinkage in the productive base of a community and a decline in human capital whether health or education. All these effects of conflict can lead to a decrease in household income and/or wealth and consumption. A decline in income can lead to more households falling below the poverty line and others who are already poor falling more deeply into poverty. Investigating the potential welfare effects on households in Nigeria from being exposed to violent conflict over time is the primary focus of our current research.
In this study, our question of interest is the impact of recent exposure to conflict, and accumulated exposure to conflict over a long period of time on households’ welfare. In particular we examine the impact of conflict on households’ per capita income, total income, poverty incidence, poverty gap and poverty severity.
Violent conflict is part of Nigeria’s history. It began with civil war in the 60s, which claimed thousands of lives, and has evolved over time to new threats in different regions and communities in Nigeria. The ACLED database reports a total number of 9998 conflict events in Nigeria between 1997 and 2016. “Violence against civilians” is a substantial chunk of the violent events overtime in Nigeria. In this paper, we measure exposure to conflict using deaths linked with conflict in a local government area (LGA). Figure 1 highlights the mapping across LGAs of conflict related death in Nigeria from 1997-2015. This map shows that while some areas in Nigeria have experienced more conflict than others, violent conflict is not restricted to the North Eastern part of Nigeria and a robust analysis of the average effect of conflict is value adding.
To examine both the short term and long term effect of conflict exposure, we construct two measures of conflict exposure: recent exposure to conflict and long term exposure to conflict.1 To estimate the effect of conflict, we employ a fixed effects approach. This approach attenuates potential biases caused by unobserved time invariant differences across individuals that affect welfare and are also correlated to conflict exposure.
Our results suggest that recent and long term exposure to conflict increases poverty incidence, poverty gap and poverty severity for households in Nigeria. In ad- dition, exposure to conflict decreases per capita income and total household income. We find larger effects for long term exposure than short term exposure suggesting an accumulative effect of conflict.
Our results contribute to the literature by providing the first broad scale look at the effect of violent conflict on income, poverty incidence, gap and severity in Nigeria. While there have been other important studies that have considered the impact of conflict on education outcomes and health outcomes in Nigeria, to the best of our knowledge we are the first to consider carefully the impact of conflict more broadly on welfare in Nigeria over the period,2009-2015. Investigating the impact of violent conflict on welfare should provide insights for policy makers needed to facilitate intervention in areas with significant conflict exposure.
The rest of our paper proceeds as follows. In section two, we review the history of violence in Nigeria especially over 2010-2015. In section three we review the past literature and provide a conceptual framework. In section four we provide the empirical framework and justification of the modeling strategy. In Section five we describe the data used and present some descriptive analysis. Section six summarizes our results and provides robustness checks.
Concept of Democracy
To Sodaro (2001), the essence of democracy is that people have the right to determine who governs them, hold them accountable for their actions and also impose legal limits on the government‘s authority by guaranteeing certain rights and freedoms to their citizens. The concept connotes acceptance of the people‘s will as supreme in governance of public affairs (Odulami, 2008). Democracy also means governments established by and with the consent of the people, almost always by the constitution; leaders are chosen by the people in free and fair elections; the government and its leaders obey the will of the majority of those who elected them to make laws (Pius, 1986). Democracy also means the sovereignty of the wishes and aspirations of the electorate in decision making (Adeyemo, 2009). The views above suggest that democratic governance must reflect the wishes of the people and that people have the right to vote and be voted for via elections. Saliu and Lipede (2008) however observed that this brand of democracy, appropriately termed liberal democracy cannot be said to be representative enough as it emphasizes material conditions before citizens can adequately participate in the democratic exchange. The emphasis on minimum level of education and property acquisition before qualification for political office puts the elite in a vantage position to dominate the vast majority. This lends credence to the statement credited to (Fukuyama 1992:43) that formal democracy alone does not always guarantee equal participation and rights. Saliu and Lipede (2008) noted that it is unfortunate that this brand of democracy that put the elite in a vantage position at the expense of the masses is in vogue, especially in transition countries and Africa in particular. Thus, the emphasis on liberal democracy paves the way for masses to be manipulated by the elite and this finds expression in mass violence by the poor in Nigeria.
Democracy and violent conflict: theoretical discourse
Scholars do not agree with regards to the role of democracy in peace and violent conflict. Democratic theory as enunciated by Russet (2007:2) hinges on the fact that democracy leads to and engender peace as peace cannot be achieved in the absence of democracy. Thus, it can be deduced from democratic peace theory that the more democratic countries are the more peace we have in the world. In fact, Moaz and Russet (1993), Remmer (1998) argued that the probability of two democratised countries engaging in militarised conflict is extremely low. Domestic norms and institutions prevalent in democratic politics have been advanced to be responsible for peaceful relationship among democratic countries. There seem to be no such constraints when they engage in dispute with non-democratic countries. Rummel (undated) added that while about 36 million people have been killed in battle in all foreign and domestic wars in the last century, at least not less than 119 million have died through government genocide, massacres and other mass killings. And that about 115 million of these figures were killed by totalitarian governments (not less than 95 million of these 115 million mentioned above were in communist countries), and that there are no such records of democracy killing en masses their own citizens. He concluded that democratic freedom promotes non-violence. However, democracy has dark side that sups with the devils of political violence; or it is claimed that democracy kills (Keane, 2010:2). Violence is inherent in every effort to establish and maintain democracy. The practice of democracy everywhere rests with foundational acts of violence (Keane, 2010). Reynal – Querol (2004) argued that partly democratic countries are more prone to civil war than full democracies, and full autocracies. Therefore, it appears that violence prevention or reduction does not rest solely on democratic status of a country alone. It has equally been observed that although democratic countries may not go into war with other democratic countries, however, they are often embroiled with internal conflict which is often precipitated by electoral contest. Cervellati and Sunde (2011) contend that democratization process may trigger political violence because the scenario under which democratization takes place especially during democratic transitions provides convenient platforms for violent conflicts, especially among groups within a polity. Keane (2010) christened this democratization of violence. He added that the idea of democratic countries engaging undemocratic countries in war on some issues like that of America war in Afghanistan and in other countries only to introduce democratic governance after subjugating them is tantamount to democratization of violence. There is a convergence in views by Hoglund, (2006) and Horowitz (1985) that competitive elections result in ethnicization of electorate. Instead of bringing their similar virtue to the table, political parties rather emphasize their differences to win votes (Weinberg 2001 cited in Hoglund, 2006). Thus, in plural societies, voters tend to vote according to their ethnic identity and thus the election results become almost identical to that of the ethnic census. This could cause trouble for post electoral politics in such a country and thus become a cause of ethnic conflict (Taleski 2011). Rapoport and Weinberg (2001) stated that the situation immediately after elections is often very sensitive as the acceptance or otherwise of the outcome of elections by contenders can produce outbreaks of violence as it was the case in East Timor after the 1999 referendum of independence. From the above, it can be inferred that although the universal position is that democracy midwives peace, however, democracy alone cannot bring about peace as evidenced in some countries undergoing democratization such as Cote D‘Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, and old Sudan among others. This is because elections which are cardinal features of democratization often generate conflicts in partially democratic countries.
Democracy and violent conflicts in Nigeria’s fourth republic
Although conflict in Nigeria predates the inception of civil rule in 1999, the frequency of conflicts in all the geo-political zones at one time or the other in the present democratic dispensation calls for concern. Osita (2007) heaps the blame of Nigeria‘s violent conflicts on corruption and the abrupt termination of the late General Abacha, one of the ruthless military dictators Nigeria has ever had. His demise triggered spontaneous culture of ―revivalism and agitation among different social grouping‖ (Osita 2007: 21). This was because pent up aggression under the ruthlessness of Abacha‘s regime now found expression among the various ethnic groups. Added to this is the fact that long period of repressive military rule has led to the militarization and bastardization of the psyche of Nigerians (Agbaje, 2003), hence the frequent conflicts in form of religious and ethnic in the country. The discussion above contextualised conflicts in the Nigerian fourth republic within the long period of military rule. However, other areas that are germane in the discussion of democracy and violent conflicts in Nigeria‘s fourth republic are discussed below. 
The Nature of politics
The intense nature of competition for political power especially in the fourth republic has made violence to be associated with democracy in Nigeria. Nigerian politicians, over the years, have ―become more desperate and daring in taking and retaining power and more intolerant of opposition, criticism and efforts at replacing them‖ (Alemika, 2011:1). Obasanjo the first president in the fourth republic from 1999-2007 asserted that ―we fight and sometimes shed blood to achieve and attain political power because for us in Nigeria, the political kingdom has for too long been the gateway to economic kingdom‖ (Obasanjo, 2002:50-51). Similarly, Omoweh and Okanya (2005:303) noted that ―political competition for the control of the state and its political power is now a bloody warfare as the state holds the key to wealth‖. The above scenario explains why election which is the means of political power acquisition in democratic governance has been violent ridden most especially in the fourth republic. That is why Abbass (2008) opined that election period in Nigeria is best described as warfare. According to Human Right Watch (2011), at least 100 people died in federal and state election in 2003; not less than 300 people were killed in violence linked to the 2007 elections and well over 800 people were victims of electoral violence in 2011 presidential elections alone in the North with more than 65,000 people displaced. (These figures did not include those that died in intra and interparty conflicts).
Multi-ethnic nature of Nigeria and religious rivalries
Salawu (2010) noted that Nigeria has over four hundred (400) ethnic groups, belonging to several religious sects, thus, Nigeria since independence has been grappling with the problem of ethnicity on one hand and religious conflicts on the other hand. Haliru (2012) contended that the ethnic and religious composition of Nigeria and its manipulation by the political elite poses a lot of threat to governance and security of Nigeria. The inability of the state to perform its constitutional duties of maintaining law and order, justice and providing social services for the people has culminated in the emergence of ethnic militias in several parts of the country such as the Oodua People‘s Congress (OPC), Bakassi boys, Egbesu boys and the emergence of Boko Haram in Northern Nigeria. Salawu (2010) opined that the emergence of ethnic militias and the deep divides between the various ethnic groups; makes religious intolerance more violent and bloody with more devastating consequences using the ethnic militias as the executors of the ethno-religious agenda. Salawu (2010) also notes that over 40% of ethno-religious based conflicts are credited to the fourth republic of Nigeria. Harris and Reilly, (1998) cited in Haliru (2012) have also argued that conflict originating within state can largely be traced to potent identity base factors, translating to differences in race, religion, culture, language and so on with perceived imbalance in the distribution of economic, political and social resources. This is very relevant to the Nigerian situation. For instance, shortly after the annulment of the June 12, 1993 Presidential election, the perception of some groups in the federation over the disequilibrium in Nigeria‘s body politics became acute. The Ogonis felt neglected, the oil producing states felt cheated, the northern minorities felt left out, the West felt robbed, the core north felt they only held the titles but real power has been elsewhere, the East has always felt oppressed and marginalized. These feelings resulted in the formation of ethnic militias by some of the groups to redress their unhappy positions in the federation (Agbaje, 2003). Their activities have been a threat to peace and security in the country. With reference to Nigeria, there seem to be a divisive interplay of politics, ethnicism and religions which has consequently given fillip to the rising micro nationalism and militancy of various ethnic and religious movements in a bid to correct perceived form of marginalization, oppression or domination. Hence, the escalation of ethno-religious conflicts that now looms large in the country. Adagba, et al, (2012) have equally noted that the interplay of ethno-religious conflicts and politics in Nigeria boils down to perceived or real loss of power by an elite stratum, the quest for political power among those who won it before, those that lost it and those who want it back. And politicians are known for playing ethnic cards for their selfish political gains. That is, inciting their own ethnic group against their opponent‘s ethnic group. The violence that trailed the release of the 2011 presidential election in Nigeria, in the northern parts of the country, (the home of the major presidential candidate General Buhari (rtd) that lost out in the election) buttresses this fact. Added to the insecurity baggage is the Boko Haram insurgency in the north that has left not less than 16,000 policemen, soldiers and civilians, including politicians dead (Ogbonaya et al, 2012).
2.2 History and Nature of Conflict in Nigeria
Long before Nigeria became a country in 1914, conflict and wars were a significant part of the history of the area and kingdoms that would later be put together to form Nigeria. Best and Rakodi (2011) link this early history of conflict to contention over access to resources (including land, cattle, slaves and oil), and conquests that sought to spread Islam, especially the 19th century Dan Fodio Jihad.
In 1960, Nigeria gained independence from the British but it did not take long for political tension to build up leading to the murder of political leaders in January 1966 by a group of military officers. One explanation for why this happened is that the regions that were artificially brought together by the British to form Nigeria, contained diverse kingdoms some of which were already at war with each other before the arrival of the British.  This preexisting rivalry facilitated tribalism, corruption, lack of trust and competition for power, culminating into the Biafran Civil War of 1967-1970. This war according to Heerten and Moses (2014) led to the death of one to three million people.
In the 70s and 80s as Nigeria cycled through different military administrations, bouts of political conflicts were common place in different parts of the country but these events, while intense, were relatively secluded to the communities within which the events occurred. Although Nigeria transitioned successfully to democratic rule in 1999, violence linked with political conflict has persisted. John et al (2007) notes that electoral violence still occurs in Nigeria even with democratic rule as politicians support and arm youths. Marc, Verjee and Mogaka (2015,p 20 ) provide data on fatalities as a result of election related deaths in Nigeria. For example they note that the 2011 election cycle led to a death toll of 800 people.
Another common kind of violent conflict that has intensified over time in Nigeria is religious and ethnic related conflict. Religious and ethno-religious conflict events became quite common place in Nigeria in the 80s and 90s especially in the Northern part of the country. Also communal and indigene/settler conflicts have also increased and intensified during different times between 1980 and 2015. According to Jones and Naylor (2014) there have been numerous and often intense bouts of communal violence, particularly in the Niger Delta region, Plateau state and the north east of the country. Marc, Verjee and Mogaka, (2015) also note that local insurgencies over time have mutated into criminality and maritime piracy in the Niger Delta region. However the impact of these different kinds of conflict were relatively localized. It is important to note that the conflict in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria has existed for a much longer period of time than other recent communal conflict and is not an example of a new kind of conflict in Nigeria. According to Abdu et al (2014) violent conflict in Nigeria’s Niger Delta has existed for almost 50 years. It is driven by the struggle among local communities, multinational oil companies, and the Nigerian state for control over oil revenues derived from this resource rich territory.
Unfortunately, violence has evolved over time in Nigeria from civil wars, military coups and the Niger Delta conflict to a new generation of threats. Since 2009, Boko Haram and Ansaru group have been perpetrating violence in Northern Nigeria with suicide bombing becoming common place3. Boko Haram is a militant Islamist organization, which according to the Global Terrorism Index, over took ISIS as the world’s deadliest terrorist group in 2014 (see Global Terrorism Index report, 2015). Iyekekpolo, (2016) notes that diverse public location like markets, schools, religious
worship places, motor parks, police stations, military barracks have been hit by suicide attacks linked to Boko Haram (Iyekekpolo, 2016:p1).
In the last 20 years another kind of conflict has emerged referred to by some as farmers-herdsmen conflict or cultivator- herder conflicts. The Fulanis are the herders who want access to land for their cattle. Deaths arising from this kind of conflict are concentrated in the North central geopolitical zone, with highest intensity of conflicts in Benue, Taraba and Nasarawa. Plateau is another state where these conflicts have been noted but land conflict deaths are less. This growing conflict has led to the death of a significant number of people. Olayoku (2014) notes that conflicts resulting from cattle grazing accounted for 35% of all reported crises between 1991 and 2005 in Nigeria. In addition, information from the Nigerian Watch project database suggests that land conflicts accounted for 12 percent (2846) of violent deaths in Nigeria over the period 2006 to 2014 and of these, cattle grazing- cultivator conflicts accounted for 21 % (609) of violent deaths.
While violent conflict is found in all parts of Nigeria, it is important to mention that the intensity of conflict exposure varies across regions. The three zones with the highest prevalence rates are the North East, North Central and South South regions of Nigeria.   According to Azad, Crawford and Kaila (2018), from 2010 to 2017, 49% of households in the North East experienced at least one event of conflict or violence against a household member. In the North Central region, 25% of households experienced some type of conflict event and in the South South region One-fifth of households (22%) have been directly affected by conflict events or violence.
2.3 Empirical Review
2.3.1 General Empirical Evidence for the Effect of Conflict
There is a wide literature that has considered the effects of conflict on various out- comes at the macro and the household level. Early cross country research focused on the links between conflict and economic performance or growth (Alesina and Perotti, 1996; Barro, 1991; Collier, 1999). The evidence from the past literature focusing on the long-term developmental effects of violent conflict is mixed. Some studies find rapid recovery on a variety of welfare outcomes, fast post conflict growth rates and social progress. In contrast, other studies point to the long-term destructive effects of civil wars (see Abadie and Gardeazabal, 2003, ERD 2009, OECD 2009, Blattman and Miguel 2010).
Over the last 15 years, a number of studies have emerged examining the micro level effect of violent conflict on several economic, health and productivity indicators. Most of these studies have considered conflict in Latin America, Asia and a few African countries. These studies generally suggest negative impacts of conflict on education, labor and health of individuals and households. Moreover some of these papers provide evidence that these negative effects can be observed decades after the conflict.
2.3.2 Effect of Conflict - Studies on African Countries
There is a growing literature focused on the effect of conflict in African countries. One of the first attempts at considering the effect of conflict was Akresh and de Walque (2008). They study the effects of the 1994 Rwandan genocide on schooling. Their results suggest that children who lived through the Rwandan genocide, lost nearly a half year of schooling compared to their peers who were not exposed. They were also 15% less likely to complete grades three and four. Leon (2012) also considered the Rwandan conflict but focused on it from a different angle used the classic education production function model to identify the long- and short-term effects of the civil war on educational attainment. The study finds that exposure to violence affects adult human capital accumulation through both supply and demand side effects. Overall, the results show that the average person exposed to political violence before school-age (during in utero, early childhood, and preschool age) accumulated 0.31 fewer years of schooling upon reaching adulthood.  With respect to the Cˆote d’Ivoire crises, Minoiu and Shemyakina(2012) used the postconflict survey data from the cross-sectional 2002 and 2008 Household Living Standards Surveys (HLSS) and the Armed  Conflict  Location  and  Event  Database  (ACLED)data  for  Cˆote  d’Ivoire  to examine the impact of armed conflict on children’s health status, measured by height- for-age. Their results suggest that children exposed to the conflict either in utero or during early childhood and who lived in conflict-affected regions had height-for-age z-scores lower than those who lived in less-affected regions. Dabalen and Saumik (2014) also examined the impact of the conflict in Cˆote d’Ivoire using ACLED data and the HLSS. The difference between their paper and Minoiu and Shemyakina(2012) was the focus on the impact on households’ food security using dietary diversity scores. Their findings suggest that households in conflict areas of highest intensity and individuals who are the direct victims of the conflict are more food insecure with lower  dietary  diversity.   Another  paper  by  Dabalen  and  Saumik  (2014b)  on  Cˆote d’Ivoire considered the average causal effect of the conflict on education attainment over the same time period. They note 0.2 to 0.9 fewer average years of education for war victims compared to the control group.
2.3.3 Effect of Conflict - Studies on Nigeria
In the last 10 years,studies examining the effect of conflict in Nigeria have increased. For example Nwokolo (2015) used the Nigerian demographic data and ACLED data to examine the effect of Boko Haram Insurgency(BHI) on child health. The study finds increase in terror fatalities reduces birth weight and increases low birth weight probability for cohorts exposed within six months of pregnancy. His results suggest that male and female child in utero have a higher probability of having a low birth weight due to exposure to terror fatalities.
Another more recent study on Nigeria is Ekhator and Asfaw (2019). They con- sider a similar question also using the Nigerian demographic data but combined it with data from the Global Terrorism Database. In particular the study examines the effect of Boko Haram insurgency on measures of children health such as stunting, wasting, height-for-age z-scores and weight-for-age z-scores and weight-for-height z- scores. Their results suggest negative effects of the insurgency on weight-for-age and weight-for-height z-scores and an increase in the probability of wasting.
The paper most similar to ours in terms of the microdata used is Bertoni et. al.(2017). They used the three rounds of the GHS-Panel dataset but examined the impact of civil conflict (specifically Boko Haram) on school attendance and attain- ment. A difference between our paper and this paper is the fact that while we focus on Nigeria, they focus solely on the north eastern part of Nigeria. In addition we consider economic welfare effects of conflict whereas they focus on human capital effects. Bertoni et al.(2017) make use of a panel regression estimation approach and complement the panel regression with the standard cohort difference in difference analysis.  They find a one standard deviation increase in the number of fatalities in the 20 km radius of each household decreases the number of completed years of education for the cohort exposed to conflict during primary school by 0.6 years, compared to the non-exposed cohort.
Our paper complement all the aforementioned papers in that we also consider at the effects of conflict in Nigeria. However, we do not focus on a region of Nigeria or a particular type of violent conflict such as recent Boko Haram terrorism. Rather we focus on any type of violent conflict in the whole country. Our rationale for doing this is the recognition that different regions in Nigeria have been plagued with significant violent conflict at different times since Nigeria’s independence in 1960. Hence, we attempt to identify the average recent and long term effect of exposure to any violent conflict on an individual’s welfare over the period of 2010-2016. Our paper also differs from the other three papers given our outcome variables of interest. In particular we focus on economic welfare related outcomes while the other papers focused on health and school related outcomes. Both health and education outcomes are important and our paper complements these papers by focusing on another important outcome- household economic welfare.
In this paper we focus on the impact of conflict on welfare outcomes such as poverty incidence and severity. Most research suggests the existence of a positive correlation between poverty and the likelihood of civil strife (Collier, 1999; White, 2005; Kondylis, 2007). Some authors have focused on linking poverty or food shocks to conflict. For example Pinstrup-Andersen and Shimokawa (2008) explain how poverty, hunger and food insecurity together with inequality of income, land and other material goods generate anger, hopelessness, a sense of unfairness and lack of social justice all of which provide a fertile ground for grievance and conflict. Abidoye and Cali (2014) examined the relationship between income shocks and conflict across states in Nigeria. They find increases in the price of consumed items induce conflict as well as oil price increases. While these papers suggest that poverty or income or price shocks can lead to conflict, our paper considers the effect of conflict on welfare related outcomes overtime, controlling for other kinds of shocks including price or income shocks.
Implications of violent conflict to Nigeria’s national development Conflict has high direct and indirect cost. In fact, violent conflict seems to be the pathway to poverty and a major challenge to the development of most countries embroiled in conflicts in Africa. In Nigeria, various violent conflicts the country has experienced are taking a heavy toll on the country‘s development. Adeyemo, (2006 cited in Saheed, 2012) submits that the insecurity of lives and properties which tends to prevent foreign economic relations to jumpstart the economy is one of the major implications of persistent conflicts in the land. In the same vein, Saheed, (2012) noted that victims of ethno-religious conflicts while taking refuge in refugees camp are cut off from optimal engagement in economic activities. In that condition, they cannot make meaningful contributions to the development of the country. Ibeanu, (2009) observed that between 2003 and early 2005, over 30,000 people died in election related violence in the Niger Delta perpetrated by youths, with properties worth hundreds of millions destroyed. It has equally been noted that over 9000 people have lost their lives in fight between Ijaw gangs (Jawondo, 2011). It is also on record that since 1999, there have been over 90 violent ethno-religious conflicts in the country with over 100,000 lives lost in the process (Nwanolue and Iwuoha, 2012). The able-bodies wasted in senseless ethno-religious and other types of crises in the country can no longer contribute to the socio-political and economic development of Nigeria. Similarly, properties lost to various conflicts and compensations paid by the various governments cannot be ploughed back to developmental objectives. In fact, a total of N150 billion oil revenue has been deferred and property worth billions of naira destroyed in communal clashes nationwide (Yahaya, 2005). The government of Delta State in 2003 spent N200 million to maintain soldiers stationed in Warri to maintain peace (Adebanwi, 2004). Indeed, conflicts have led to loss of assets both by victims and the diversion of public funds from developments to pay compensation to victims. For example it is estimated that assets worth N59, 672,000 were lost to the Jos crisis in 2001, while government compensation to victims was about N13, 938,000; assets lost to the Kaduna crisis of 2001 amounted to N50,625,000, with government compensation at N32,716,000. The Kano crisis of 2001 resulted in the loss of asset worth N59, 756,000, while compensation totaling about N22,658,000; assets lost to Jos crisis of 2004 was estimated at about N102,932,000 while N85,121,000 was paid as compensation to victims (to mention just a few ) (Yahaya, 2005). Added to the above is the fact that continued insecurity in the country has not only discouraged transnational corporations to invest, but has equally caused the established ones to divest by way of folding up their businesses (Afegbua, 2010).



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	INTRODUCTION
	In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2	RESEARCH DESIGN
Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3 	POPULATION OF THE STUDY
	According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 
	This study was carried out to examine the impact of violent conflict in the process of democratization. Jema’a Local Government area form the population of the study.
3.4	SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION
A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5	SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE
According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.
In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Jema’a Local Government area, the researcher conveniently selected 60 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 	RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions.
3.9	VALIDITY OF THE STUDY
Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10	RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY
The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11	ETHICAL CONSIDERATION
The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4. INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of sixty five (65) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which fifty (50) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of  50 was validated for the analysis.
4.2 	DATA PRESENTATION
The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 65 was calculated for this study. A total of 50 responses were received and validated. For this study a total of 50 was used for the analysis.
Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire
	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	65
	100

	Received  
	50
	85.7

	Validated
	50
	85.7


Source: Field Survey, 2021
The table above shows the return rate of the distributed questionnaire, a total of 65 questionnaires were distributed of which 50 which represent 85.7% return rate was retrieved and validated for the study.
Table 4.2: Demographic data of respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	32
	64%

	Female
	18
	36%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	28
	56%

	Muslim
	22
	44%

	Age
	
	

	20-30
	25
	50%

	30-40
	16
	32%

	41-50
	09
	18%

	51+
	00
	00%

	Education
	
	

	HND/BSC
	30
	60%

	MASTERS
	15
	30%

	PHD
	05
	10%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single
	26
	52%

	Married
	16
	32%

	Separated
	00
	00%

	Divorced
	08
	16%

	Widowed
	00
	00%


Source: Field Survey, 2021
Table 3: How has government react to the issue of violent conflict especially the 2011 post election crisis in Jema’a Local Government area?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on question 1
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Increased in security
	25
	50

	Community policing
	10
	20

	Set up community-level responses to public grievances and conflicts
	15
	30

	Total
	50
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 50% of the respondents said that the government Increased in security in the local government, 20% said that the government introduced community policing , while the remaining 30% agreeed that the government Set up community-level responses to public grievances and conflicts.
Research question 2; What are the causes of violent conflict in Jema’a Local Government area and how can it be remedy.
	Options 
	Yes (%)
	No  (%)

	Bad governance and corruption.
	50 (100%)
	00

	Human rights violations
	50 (100%)
	00

	Poverty
	50 (100%)
	00

	Ethnic marginalization
	50 (100%)
	00

	Small arms and light weapons proliferation
	50 (100%)
	00

	Total 
	50 
	00


Sources: survey 2021
The table depicts that all the respondents agrees that the options provided are the causes of violent conflict in the local government.
Research question 3: How has violent conflict affect the process of democratization in Jema’a Local Government Area?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on question 3
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very badly
	25
	50

	Badly 
	10
	20

	Undecided
	15
	30

	Total
	50
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 50% of the respondents said very badly, 20% said badly, while the remaining 30% were undecided.
Research question 4: Has democracy in this era of conflict enhance and networks development in Jema’a Local Government Area?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on question 4
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	32
	64

	No
	06
	12

	Undecided
	12
	24

	Total
	50
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 64% of the respondents said yes, 12% said no, while the remaining 24% were undecided.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
5.1 Introduction
This chapter summarizes the findings on the impact of violent conflict in the process of democratization, Jema’a Local Government area as case study. The chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, and recommendations.
5.2 Summary of the Study
In this study, our focus was on the impact of violent conflict in the process of democratization, Jema’a Local Government area as case study. The study is was specifically focused on assessing the conduct of democracy in Jema’a Local Government Area, to assess the impact of violent conflict in the process of democratization in Jema’a Local Government area and the country at large, to find out what government has done about the issue of violent conflict in the local government, especially the 2011 post election crisis and assessing how the people of Jema’a Local Government are feeling about violent conflict which has been caused by politics especially the current issues of attacks in different villages.
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 50 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are residents of Jema’a Local Government area.
5.3 Conclusions
With respect to the analysis and the findings of this study, the following conclusions emerged;
In this study, attempt has been made to establish a relationship between democracy and violent conflicts with a particular focus on the Nigerian. fourth republic. Some factors have given impetus to violent conflicts in Nigeria were highlighted.
5.4 Recommendation
Based on the findings the researcher recommends that;
1. benefits accruable to political offices be reduced to make them less attractive. This is because privileges associated with political offices engender violent competition for them.
2. Political elite should be re-orientated towards emphasizing things that unite them rather than things that separate them
3. Political corruption that has made Nigeria a rich nation with poor people should be addressed seriously and capital punishment meted out to corrupt public officers to serve as deterrent to others.
4. There is need for societal re-orientation towards holding public office holders accountable. Nigerian education should be tailored towards meeting the immediate needs of our society. Education system should go beyond paper qualification. There is need to align our education system towards the needs of the society. 
5. Government should come up with an acceptable formula for sharing federally collected revenue as this has been a vexed issue among the various groups in the country.
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