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ABSTRACT

The main focus of this study is to examine the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food Scarcity in Nigeria using  Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun zones in Ogun State.   The study adopted the survey descriptive research design and with the aid of convenience sampling method, the researcher purposively selected one hundred and fifty (150) participant for the study. Self- structure questionnaire was issued to the respondent of which one hundred forty-one (141) was retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using simple percentage, presented in frequencies and tables. Hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-Square Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS v.23). Findings from the study reveals that  there is a  significant impact of herdsmen banditry activities on increase in prices of food items and food scarcity. More so, banditry/herdsmen activities  has a significant effect of on farming of food crop. The study therefore recommends farmers should be enlightened on the need to desist from planting crops such as maize, millet and sorghum which will provide cover to bandits to enable them come close to village settlements undetected to rest during the day time and attack in the evening or night time and also the Federal, State and Local Governments including the communities should come together to hold a conference with a view to mapping out strategies to end banditry in Ogun State and other regions in Nigeria where there are bandit attacks.
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background Of The Study

Food scarcity, with its dangers for survival and serious physical and psychological discomfort, has been part of human experience and human culture from the earliest inception of language and thought. The need to overcome the challenges associated with insufficiency of food production and consumption in Nigeria has been a recurring issue manifesting since independence in 1960. The projection of Federal Ministry of National Planning (1975) was that agricultural sector was expected to generate employment for the active but unemployed individuals, guarantee self-sufficiency and self-reliance in food production as well as foreign exchange but these were not realized.

Recently a lot of researchers have shown from their studies the tendencies of Nigeria going into food scarcity in the year 2022 if insecurity on farming community continues(FAO 2016). This is because of the incessant bandit attacks carried out on farmers in the Northeast and Middle Belt which is the food basket of the nation,thus farming communities flee their residence leaving their crops and farms which is likely to lead to food scarcity/insecurity.

Food scarcity/insecurity, as measured in the United States, refers to the social and economic problem of lack of food due to resources, circumstances or other constraints. This definition, supported by the ethnographic research conducted by Radimer et al. (1992). Wolfe, Frongillo, and Valois (2003) added that food scarcity/insecurity is experienced when there is (1) uncertainty about future food availability and access, (2) insufficiency in the amount and kind of food required for a healthy lifestyle, or (3) the need to use socially unacceptable ways to acquire food and concurrence of crises which would not allow availability of food production. Thus the increase rise of banditry attacks on farming communities by the herdsmen has become a vital issue of economic concern.

Banditry is a term used to refer to acts of robbery and violence in areas where the rule of law has broken down (Collins, 2000). Banditry consists of the organization of armed bands for the purpose of attacking state or social institutions or enterprises or individual persons. Participation in such bands and in the attacks committed by them is equally regarded as banditry (Collins, 2000).

Notably, any form of violence that leads to insecurity in rural areas where majority of the people are farmers is bound to affect food security and farming practices anywhere in the world hence the upsurge of food scarcity abounds. The United Nations in September 2020 observed that attacks by insurgent and banditry groups will deepen food scarcity/insecurity into the year 2022 in Africa as these terrorist activities obstruct farming practices and food crop production (Channels UN report 2020). Therefore it is on this note that this research seek to examine the implication of banditry activities on food scarcity.

1.2 Statement Of The Problem

Insecurity from both Boko Haram and Fulani herdsmen is a significant threat to Nigeria's agricultural sector. The terrorist and banditry activities in northeast Nigeria have had a negative effect on agricultural activities causing breach in farming activities of farming communities. Farming activities are not only impossible to carry out in an unstable climate, but domestic agricultural production is stifled, farming communities are displaced, and access to regional markets is limited (Eigege & Cooke, 2016). In addition to Boko-haram insurgent group,the Fulani herdsmen banditry groups have become a major threat to farming communities due to incessant attacks on these farming communities with attendant fatalities.

The Fulani pastoralists' heinous banditry attacks on the farming regions have made it impossible for farmers in these areas to go to their farms to plant or harvest. Aside from the physical assault on the farmers, the livestock (cows, cattle) has also caused significant harm on the crops of farmers and this deepens their sore.

The implication of this is reflected in the unabated increase in food commodity prices, shortage of certain food products, and adverse food scarcity/insecurity in the country as areas where food crops are planted/produced are no longer farming due to insecurity. Notably most of the farmers in agriculturally popular community of the middle belt, northwest and northeast have abandoned their farms and migrate to other communities seeking protection for their lives while leaving their farm crops unharvested with the seedling destroyed by the banditry groups thus this pose adverse effect on the availability of food product and like food shortage in the country. Therefore it against this back drop that this study seek to examine the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food scarcity in Nigeria.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

The general focus of this study is to examine the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food Scarcity in Nigeria. Specifically it will

Examine the different forms of banditry attacks on farming communities

Determine the extent at which herdsmen banditry activities obstruct food crop production.
Investigate the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food crop production.
Determine if herdsmen banditry activities has any significant effect on food scarcity.

1.4 Significance of The Study

This study will be relevant to the general public. It will heighten the awareness of the public on the need to prepare themselves against the upcoming food scarcity. It will open the eyes of government on the urgent need to put security measure around farming communities exposed to attacks to avoid the nation suffering food insecurity. It will equip the Ministry of Agriculture with information on the implications of national food insecurity and the need put strategies in place to ensure that other regions of the nation start food crop production without dependence on the crises region. This study will also educate those from regions(especially the southeast, south-south, western states) of the country who have interest in farming on the need to venture into it immediately without total dependence as this will help the country not to suffer food shortage. Lastly this Study will serve as a reference material for other researchers and give room for further studies.

1.5 Scope of the Study
The general focus of this study is to examine the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food Scarcity in Nigeria. It will examine the different forms of banditry attacks on farming communities. It will determine the extent at which herdsmen banditry activities obstruct food crop production. It will investigate the implications of herdsmen banditry activities on food crop production. It will determine if herdsmen banditry activities has any significant effect on food scarcity. However the scope of this Study is limited to Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun zones in Ogun State.

1.6 Research Hypotheses

H01 : There is no significant effect of herdsmen banditry activities on farming food crop production

H02 : There is no significant impact of herdsmen banditry activities on increase in prices of food items and food scarcity.

1.7 Limitation Of Study
There are few factors that posed as limitation of the study. Those are Financial constrain and Time Constrain.

Financial constraint– Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).

Time constraint– The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.

1.8 Definition Of Terms
Farming: Farming is growing crops or keeping animals by people for food and raw materials.

Famine: A famine is a widespread scarcity of food, caused by several factors including war, inflation, crop failure, population imbalance, or government policies.

Food Crops: Food crops refers to the world's major food supply derived from plants; food crops consist of grains, legumes (including dried beans), seeds and nuts, vegetables, fruit, herbs and spices, beverage plants such as tea and coffee, and so forth.

Food Scarcity: A scarcity or shortage of food may happen when not enough food is produced, such as when crops fail due to drought, crises, pests, or too much moisture. But the problem can also result from the uneven distribution of natural resource endowment for a country, and by human institutions, such as government, public policy and terrorist attacks on farming communities

Food Insecurity: Food insecurity is measured as a household-level concept that refers to uncertain, insufficient, or unacceptable availability, access, or utilization of food.

Banditry: Banditry is a type of organized crime committed by outlaws typically involving the threat or use of violence. A person who engages in banditry is known as a bandit and primarily commits crimes such as extortion, robbery, and murder, either as an individual or in groups.

Herdsmen: Herdsmen or Fulani pastoralists are nomadic or semi-nomadic. Fulani people whose primary occupation is raising livestock.

Crisis: A crisis is any event or period that will lead, or may lead, to an unstable and dangerous situation affecting an individual, group, or all of society. Crises are negative changes in the human or environmental affairs, especially when they occur abruptly, with little or no warning.

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

2.2 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Concept of Banditry

A bandit is a robber or outlaw belonging to a gang, who uses weapons to steal or rob from the people and typically operating in an isolated or lawless area of a country. Banditry is a term used to refer to acts of robbery and violence in areas where the rule of law has broken down (Collins, 2000). Banditry consists of the organization of armed bands for the purpose of attacking state or social institutions or enterprises or individual persons. Participation in such bands and in the attacks committed by them is equally regarded as banditry (Collins, 2000). Historically, banditry has existed and operated in different parts of the world since the 19th century when bandits riding mostly on horse backs move from their hideouts to attack villages and then retreated back to their hideouts. In Europe, bandits have existed in mainly mountainous areas of Italy, Spain, Greece and Turkey (Cassia, 1993). In Asia, bandits have existed in several countries such as Iran, Philippines and India (Bankoff, 1998). In India, bandits are called Daku in Hindi Language which the British colonialist coined as dacoity during the colonial period. Thus dacoity has become a term for banditry in the Indian subcontinent where bandits have operated for many years in north and north central India. One of the notable dacoits was Gabbar Singh who inspired the famous 1975 Bollywood film Sholay (Flames) based on his life. Therefore, banditry has a rich and lucrative history throughout south Asia and despite continued anti banditry efforts, the problem of banditry persists in India presently (Dmella, 2018). 

Banditry is another security challenge in Africa where bandits have continued to ravage the horn of Africa, East and Central Africa and the trans-Saharan trade routes from Niger Republic all the way to Libya (Aregbesola, 2020). Banditry has existed in parts of Chad and around Lake Chad and they also have significant presence in parts of Southern Africa (Aregbesola, 2020). In West Africa, the prevalence and severity of banditry has contributed to the rising increase in regional insecurity with a potential threat to regional integration of the subregion (Abdullahi, 2019). Reports have shown that some of the bandits from some countries of the West African sub-region such as Niger Republic and Mali were invited to carry out large scale attacks in some countries of the sub-region. They moved through the porous West African borders with their arms to assist their fellow bandits in carrying out large scale or reprisal attacks. In Nigeria, banditry came as a result of nearly four decades of unresolved conflicts between settled cultivators and nomadic herding communities.

Trends of Banditry attacks in Nigeria 

The activities of herdsmen-farmer, banditry and kidnapping seem to have continue dunabated leading to loss of both lives and properties. Once the news breaks in the media, others anticipate similar attack and tend to fortify themselves in readiness. From, Kwara State to Kogi State, Benue, Enugu, Nassarawa, Kaduna, Taraba, Kebbi,Kaduna, Delta, Ekiti, Oyo and Niger States among others have their pockets of ordeals to tell on Herdsmen-farmers conflicts in Nigeria. The Agatu killings in Benue State,Nimbo in Enugu state and Southern Kaduna where many were killed and properties worth millions destroyed are part of the complexities of Herdsmen-farmers conflicts in Nigeria. Little wonder that Global terrorism index ranked Herdsmen as the fourth deadliest militant group in the world with a record killing of 1229 people in 2014(Eyekpimi, 2016).February 18th,2016Agatu, Benue State May 5th, 2016Agatu Benue State April,12th2016Taraba State April 19th, 2016Delta State April 21st, 2016Lagelu LGA of Ibadan, Oyo State April 25th, 2016Nimbo, in Uzo Uwani LGA, Enugu June 16th,2016Ussissia, Community, Ndokwa East LGA, Delta State June 20th, 2016Logo LGA, Benue stateTable2.1 (Eyekpimi, 2016). According to dw.com 2020, Boko Haram has admitted to killing scores of rice farmers in northern Nigeria. The terror group said the attacks were carried out in retribution for farmers cooperating with the Nigerian military. The Boko Haram jihadi group on Tuesday claimed responsibility for a brutal massacre of farm workers in northeast Nigeria over the weekend as the death toll rose to 76.The grim search for bodies continues after gunmen on motorbikes attacked the area outside Borno state's capital, Maiduguri, on Saturday, slaughtering dozens of laborer sin rice fields near the village of Zabarmari. It was initially unclear which Boko Haram faction was behind the assault, but the main group loyal to shadowy leader Abubakar.

Concept of food security

Food security as a concept originated only in the mid-1970s, in the discussions of international food problems at a time of global food crisis. The initial focus of attention was primarily on food supply problems - of assuring the availability and to some degree the price stability of basic foodstuffs at the international and national level.That supply-side, international and institutional set of concerns reflected the changing organization of the global food economy that had precipitated the crisis. A process of international negotiation followed, leading to the World Food Conference of 1974, anda new set of institutional arrangements covering information, resources for promoting food security and forums for dialogue on policy issues (ODI. 1997).The issues of famine, hunger and food crisis were also being extensively examined,following the events of the mid-1970s. The outcome was a redefinition of food security, which recognized that the behaviour of potentially vulnerable and affected people was a critical aspect.A third, perhaps crucially important, factor in modifying views of food security was the evidence that the technical successes of the Green Revolution did not automatically and rapidly lead to dramatic reductions in poverty and levels of malnutrition. These problems were recognized as the result of lack of effective demand.“Food security is a situation that exists when all people, at all times, have physical,social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life”(FAO. 2002).This new emphasis on consumption, the demand side and the issues of access by vulnerable people to food, is most closely identified with the seminal study by Amartya Sen, Eschewing the use of the concept of food security, he focuses on the entitlements of individuals and households.The international community has accepted these increasingly broad statements of common goals and implied responsibilities. But its practical response has been to focus on narrower, simpler objectives around which to organize international and national public action. The declared primary objective in international development policy discourse is increasingly the reduction and elimination of poverty. The 1996WFS exemplified this direction of policy by making the primary objective of international action on food security halving of the number of hungry or undernourished people by 2015.Essentially, food security can be described as a phenomenon relating to individuals.It is the nutritional status of the individual household member that is the ultimate focus, and the risk of that adequate status not being achieved or becoming undermined. The latter risk describes the vulnerability of individuals in this context.

Food security constitutes one of the seven elements of human security (UNDP, 1994). By implication, human security cannot be effectively achieved if food security constitutes a threat. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO 2003) observes that food security exists “when all people at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for a healthy life” (P4). The emphasis in this study is food production. Four key elements associated with food security to include availability, adequacy, accessibility and sustainability of access (Burchi & De Muro, 2012). The assumption of the paper is that direct violence in line with the position of Simmons (2013) has the tendencies to reduce food availability by disrupting the channel of production and distribution. This scenario can also hinder food accessibility and make the supply not sustainable. With specific reference to Nigeria, it is assumed that many factors could operate at the same time to complicate food insecurity. Such factors might include budgetary allocation to agriculture, general insecurity, population explosion, government policy on food importation and shift of emphasis from agriculture among others. The primary concern in respect of violence is that the significant majority of the attacks took place in rural farming communities which could have had negative effect on food production. With specific reference to herdsmen and native farmers’ violence in Benue state alone, Godwin (2018) reported that since 2013 to March 2018, over 1600 deaths have been recorded while the internally displace people in eight camp was put at 176,070. Though there were conflicting records of deaths and IDP, but those available points to the magnitude of the violence. It is therefore an irony that the President, Rice Farmers Association of Nigeria, Aminu Goronyo cited in The Punch (2017) revealed that Nigeria has increased its annual rice production from 5.5 million tons in 2015 to 5.8 million tons in 2017 while BBC Report (2017), noted as at 2016 that Nigeria imported 2.3 million tons of rice while the demand was 5.2 million tons. The Global Hunger Index (2017) put Nigeria in 84th positions out of 119 sampled while World Food Programme (WFP) (2016) could be right that conflict is compromising the food security as Nigeria is a food deficit country and is Africa’s largest importer of rice. Hence, Nigeria is currently experiencing food insecurity. In order word, food insecurity exists when people lack adequate physical, social or economic access to food (FAO 2013) as the experience in Nigeria.  
Banditry activities on Farming Communities

Banditry has brought negative impacts on food security in Benue  state. This is because banditry characterized by killings, kidnappings, threats, robberies, theft, burnings, raiding and blocking of local trade routes which are highlighted below:

Killing of farmers 

This is one of the most devastating impacts of banditry in Benue state whereby farmers were killed by the bandits. Most families experience food insecurity when the head of the households are dead. These farmers are heads of households who are married with children and their death adversely affects the other family members in terms of food supply. Example of killing of farmers by bandits took place at Yargamji village of Konshisha LGA where on 6th July 2020, farmers were on the farm working after an overnight rain, the bandits numbering over 200 shot sporadically killing 15 farmers and injuring several others (Aminu, 2020). On 10th September, 2020, three famers were also killed by bandits in Dandume LGA, one of the most agrarian areas in the state (Erezi, 2020). In fact most of the people killed by the bandits in the villages of the five LGAs sampled for the study are either farmers or cattle rearers whose death means their families and dependents suffered from food shortage at the family level. In some cases, the families of the deceased farmers or cattle rearers have no option than to move to internally displaced persons camps where their source of food could be guaranteed for some time by the Government. Thus when farmers are killed, farming system is disrupted.

Kidnapping of farmers 

This is another devastating impact of banditry where farmers were kidnapped when they go to the farm to work. In case where famers were kidnapped, they were taken to the forest and will not be released till large sums of moneys are paid as ransom. This payment of ransom impoverishes the famers and in some cases the farmers had no option but to sell their properties including their farmlands to get money to pay ransom. In Dandume LGA some of the farmers in the villages sold their farmlands to buy a house at Dandume town to escape kidnapping. One of the most recent cases of kidnapping was at Mallamawa village of Jibia LGA on 4th October 2020, where 22 farmers working on the farmlands were kidnapped while some managed to escape (Ibrahim, 2020). One of the farmers that narrowly escaped lamented that: “In these villages, we depend mostly on two things as source of livelihood farming and cattle rearing. Farming has become difficult due to insecurity. Domestic animal rearing has also become difficult as bandits have rustled our cattle and presently they are abducting us on our farms. Am calling on the government to come to our aid as we cannot migrate to the cities since we have no job to do in the cities and all that we have are in the villages. Anybody that is used to village life cannot stay in the city as the city consumes wealth”.

Chasing farmers out of their farms 

Bandits chased farmers out of their farms when they saw them working there. As the bandits were well armed they ran after the famers on their motorcycle with the intention to hurt or kill and the farmer had no option than to run since the farmers were not armed. For example, on the week of 3rd of May 2020 at the outskirts of Maigora, Sabon Layin Galadima and Unguwar Tsamiya villages of Faskari LGA some farmers were on their farmland in preparation for the farming season when they were chased out by the bandits telling them “who said to you there will be farming this season?’’ From these incidences of chasing farmers out of their farmlands, other farmers became scared to begin preparation for the farming season as the bandits even moved in broad day light on their motorcycles to see if there was any evidence of farming activity to destroy it. In certain instances it was the sound of gun shots coming from the forest or sound of gun shot in the air that chased farmers out of their farmlands. This was the instance outside Shekewa and Yargamji villages of Batsari LGA in the first week of October 2020.

Seizing of farmlands 

This occurs where farmlands are located very close of the forest hideout of the bandits. It also occurs outside villages that have been completely deserted due to incessant attacks by the bandits. The bandits seize the farmlands and use them as grazing fields for the large number of cattle they acquired illegally through cattle rustling activities. In some areas where the bandits have not seized the farmlands, the bandits drive their cattle into the farmlands to eat up crops that have started to germinate after the first rains were recorded. This was the case between 10th – 12th May 2020 at farmlands located outside Gauren Dutse, Yar Laraba and Shekewa villages of Batsari LGA. Theft of cattle Bandits engage in theft of cattle or cattle rustling in all the five LGAs sampled for the study. When the bandits attack villages, they shot sporadically into the air to scare away the villagers and create an atmosphere of chaos as the villagers run for safety. The bandits then direct a group among them that specialize in cattle theft to enter the houses and steal cattle from where they are kept. Besides farming, cattle’s rearing is another source of livelihood in the villages. Therefore the theft of cattle deprives the villagers of their source of livelihood and halt cattle rearing activities. It deprives the villagers of source of farm labour use to make ridges to plant crops. According to the Focus Groups the large farmlands in the LGAs were cultivated with the use of oxen and since they were rustled such large farmlands were left uncultivated. Theft of cattle also deprives the villagers’ of the source of manure for their farmlands. In Safana LGA, for example, the bandits rustled 110 cows and 350 goats and sheep during series of attacks in the month of July 2020 on the village of Kunkunna in June and July 2020.

Burning and raiding of grain silos 

During large scale attacks that involve large number of bandits which lasted for some hours, the bandits engaged in the burning of local grains silos (called rumbu in Hausa language). These grain silos contained foodstuffs that were stored by the farmers which could last for many months but were burnt by the bandits which created lack of food for the villagers. In some cases, the grain silos were raided and the food stolen by the bandits creating a food scarcity in the households. The bandits also burgled local shops that sold foodstuffs and stole the food items which made foodstuffs to be scarce even in the local shops of the villages. Example here includes the attack on Dankar and Tsauwa villages of Batsari LGA on 14th February 2020. The attack on Unguwar Gizo in Faskari LGA on 29th May 2020 is another example of these kinds of attacks.

Blocking of local farming /trade routes 

These are local trade routes that are found along roads linking rural markets where buyers and sellers of foodstuffs pass through especially on market days. The bandits blocked such routes to intercept the vehicles with the traders inside. The bandits snatched foodstuffs intended for sale at the markets; money meant for the purchase of foodstuffs or even kidnapped the traders till large sums of monies were paid. For example, on Sunday 5th January 2020, the bandits blocked a section of Jibia to Batsari road to kidnap 38 traders returning from Jibia weekly market. Also on three consecutive days 21st, 22nd and 23rd February 2020, the bandits mounted a road block along Runka to Marina road in Safana LGA to rob travelers of their money and cell phones. On 20th October 2020 the bandits again blocked the Danmusa to Runka road to rob traders coming to the weekly market at Runka, Safana LGA. In certain cases, the bandits even attacked the weekly markets where these traders meet to exchange their goods for money. For example, on the 17th October, 2020 the bandits attacked Gurbi weekly market in Jibia LGA killing two traders, injuring one woman and kidnapping some people who came to the market on that day. The shows selected bandits activities and attacks and their impacts on food security

 
It can be observed that there are serious threats posed by banditry to food production in all the five LGAs. Since November 2019, the attacks have affected food security as bandits chased out farmers from their farms which affected harvesting of crops. The movement of bandits on motorcycles armed with guns close to areas where fishing and irrigation farming are taking place has adversely impacted on these activities. From the table, it can also be observed that the bandits engaged in killing, kidnapping, burning and stealing of foodstuffs and domestic animals. All the activities shown above have negatively impacted on food security. In villages where the bandit’s attacks are incessant or there are real threats of attacks, many people especially women and children flee such areas to become internally displaced persons (IDPs) who take shelter at IDP camps or at the houses of friends and relations. On the date of the field visit to Faskari IDP, 10th October 2020 the number at the camps was 1,123 persons that fled from eight villages. The IDPs depended on the food provided by the local and state governments which to a large extent was not adequate. Also some of the IDPs that stayed with friends and relatives eat from the food cooked in the houses which made the food inadequate. According to the respondents in Dandume town, most of the large scale farmers that produced large amount of crops had abandoned farming due to the threats of attacks on the farm lands and at their homes in villages. Also the threat of kidnapping had forced the large scale farmers to abandoned farming in Dandume and Faskari LGAs and fled for safety at nearby Funtua town.

THE IMPLICATION OF HERDSMEN BANDITRY ACTIVITIES ON FOOD SCARCITY IN NIGERIA

According to Ofem and Bassey (2014) and Bilis (2018) recurring issue of crisis between Fulani herdsmen and farmers banditry and kidnapping in some parts of Nigeria remains one of the major threats to food security in the country. The recent abduction of former Minister of Finance, Chief Olu Falae, purportedly by Fulani herdsmen with whom he was reported to have been having squabbles over farm issue, has once again brought to the fore concerns over constant hostility between Fulani herdsmen and farmers across the country. Sadly, this perennial feud could have serious implication for food security in the country. Just recently, an alarm was raised on how the encroachment of farmlands by herds of cattle will, in no small measure, affect the output of crops coming from the north; the region relied mainly upon for the provision of foodstuffs and fruits in the country.In Jigawa State alone, more than 70 cases of conflicts have been recorded since the beginning of the 2015 farming season. These cases bordered on encroachment into farms by cattle and farmers’ misuse of cattle routes. The situation is not different in Nasarawa and Benue States, the food baskets of the nation as Fulani herdsmen persistently engage farmers in feuds that often result in serious causalities on both sides. While farmers accuse the herdsmen of farm land encroachment, the latter blame the farmers and members of their communities for rustling of their cattle.In time past, herdsmen and their farmers used to have a reasonably symbiotic relationship. While the cattle served as means of transportation for daily goods as well as manure to fertilize the fields for farmers; the herdsmen in turn obtained grains and other farm produce from the farmers. But later, as the expansion of farming activities,which invariably led to a huge demand for farmlands, drastically reduced supply of grazing land, flocks of cattle frequently encroached upon already cultivated fields to the chagrin of farmers. This, indeed, is a major source of unending friction between the two. Unfortunately, the friction, if not properly checked could have adverse effect on food security in the country.According to Haruna (2020) the attack Saturday in a rice field in Garin Kwashebe came on the same day that residents were casting votes for the first time in 13 years to elect local councils, although many didn’t go to cast their ballots. The farmers were reportedly rounded up and summarily killed by armed insurgents in retaliation for refusing to pay extortion to one militant. The attackers tied up agricultural labourers working in rice fields and slit their throats near Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state,reports say. This is one of the worst attacks in recent months in a region where the Boko Haram and the Islamic State West Africa insurgent groups are active. This attack leads to 45 farmers losing their lives in November 29, 2020 and other banditry and kidnapping activities that go’s on the high ways. This has a negative effect on agriculture.However, pastoralists and agriculturalists conflicts are not the only challenges affecting crop outputs and the provision of food security in the country, other factors include environmental degradation in form of soil erosion and overgrazing; climate change (which has caused shifting weather patterns is increasingly viewed as a current and future cause of hunger and poverty because it leads to increasing drought), flooding, and changing climatic patterns requiring a shift in crops and farming practices that may not be easily accomplished

2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

Conflict theory

Conflict theory explores the power dynamics that create social and economic inequality in different contexts — Everything from poverty and social conflict, to revolutions and war. German philosopher Karl Marx first proposed the theory in the 19th century, arguing that competition over limited resources was inherent in society. Conflict theory holds that different groups within a society are perpetually competing for limited resources and power — resulting in the powerful dominating the powerless.The relevance of this theory to this study depict the never ending conflict between herdsmen who are now transformed into bandit and farmers in rural communities. The underlying scramble for grazing resources for livestock and the struggle to protect farm crops which is the survival mechanism of farming communities.

Structural functional theory

The structural functional approach provides a useful framework for categorizing and comparing data. It was not very useful for analyzing or predicting change; the issue of why, how, when, and in what direction, political development occurs. This issue of development, or change, is, of course, crucial for the Third World. Structural functionalism is a tradition of social analysis that sees society as a mosaic of functions and structures that perform them. For example, in order to survive, a society needs to educate its children, produce goods, govern its affairs and provide security for its members. These are functions and they necessitate a number of structures such as schools, industries, parliaments, courts, armed forces, etc to perform their roles.Understandably, when these structures perform their roles or functions properly,there is order in society and in fact, society inherently moves in the direction of order and stability. Consequently, from a structural-functionalist perspective, peace is achieved where existing social structures perform their functions adequately,supported by the requisite culture, norms and values.

In broadening the definition of peace, Fayeye (2011) had earlier outlined two dimensions of peace. The first is negative peace, that is the absence of direct violence,war and fear of the individual, nation, region and indeed at the international levels;the second dimension is positive peace that is the absence of unjust structures, unequal relationships, justice and inner peace of the individual. In sum, we can conceive peace to be the absence of fear, conflict, anxiety, exclusion, deprivation or suffering and violence. It is primarily concerned with creating and maintaining a just order in society.

Fayeye (2011) Peace and indeed peace theory is intimately connected not only with conflict theory, but equally with development theory. Therefore, a peace research must be one that looks into the conditions past, present and future for the realization of peace which is intricately connected with conflict research and indeed development research. Violent conflicts, whether social, political or environmental have seriously contributed to the crisis situation in terms of loss of human and material capital. This theory has however found it suit on this paper as the structure of government has failin it responsible of maintaining peace

2.3 EMPIRICAL STUDIES


David & Benjamin (2019) examined the effects of the violence on food production in Benue State and Nigeria. It was descriptive study that adopted mixed method, using quantitative and qualitative approaches by relying on secondary data. The violence was negatively significantly correlated with sorghum production alone out of ten food crops examined in Benue State (p<0.05). Contrary to general perception, there was no significant relationship between food production in Benue State and Nigeria (p>0.05). Population growth was significantly correlated with maize production only (p=0.023); agricultural budgetary allocation was positively significantly correlated with rice production only (p=0.001). It concluded that food insecurity in Nigeria was beyond herdsmen/farmers’ violence. It recommended modernization and transformation of agriculture to increase food production and government should develop political will and be proactive in confronting security challenges in an inclusive manner.


John (2018) in his study examined the prevalence of herdsmen-farmers conflict and its effects on socio-economic development in Nigeria. The study is anchored on frustration-aggression theory and the theory dialectical-materialism. The research adopts a qualitative approach to data analysis which relies on secondary sources like journals, textbooks, newspapers and online publications. Results show that the conflicts have resulted in the loss of lives, displacement, distrust, destruction of properties, etc. The study concluded that the Herdsmen-farmers conflict created food insecurity, distrust, and unemployment. The study recommended that State governments should designate grazing fields for the nomadic herdsmen and make them pay tax to the state.
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


The main focus of this study is to examine the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food Scarcity in Nigeria using  Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun zones in Ogun State. Residents of Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun zones in Ogun State forms the population of the study.

3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of  barapa and Oke-Ogun zones in Ogun State,  the researcher conveniently selected one hundred and fifty (150)  participant from who are staff of those civil societies which form the sample size. 

3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.

3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using simple percentage in frequencies and tables which provided answers to the research questions. Hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-Square and T-test Statistic tool (SPSS v.23)

3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and fifty (150) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only one hundred and forty-one (141) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 141 was validated for the analysis.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.2: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	72
	51.1%

	Female
	69
	48.9%

	Age
	
	

	25-30
	33
	23.4%

	31-36
	56
	39.7%

	37-42
	35
	24.8%

	43+
	17
	12.1%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single 
	84
	59.5%

	Married
	57
	40.5%

	Separated
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	0
	0%

	Education Level
	
	

	OND/HND
	52
	36.9%

	BS.c
	79
	56.0%

	MS.c
	10
	7.1%

	MBA
	0
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

H01 : There is no significant effect of herdsmen banditry activities on farming food crop production.

H02 : There is no significant impact of herdsmen banditry activities on increase in prices of food items and food scarcity.
HYPOTHESIS ONE

HO1:  There is no significant effect of herdsmen banditry activities on farming food crop production.
Table 4.3: There is no significant effect of herdsmen banditry activities on farming food crop production.
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	73
	47
	26
	676
	14.4

	No
	57
	47
	-10
	100
	2.1

	Undecided
	11
	47
	-36
	1296
	27.6

	Total
	141
	141
	
	
	44.1


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 44.1 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 44.1 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted which states that there is a significant effect of herdsmen banditry activities on farming food crop production.
Hypothesis Two 

H02: There is no significant impact of herdsmen banditry activities on increase in prices of food items and food scarcity.

Table 4.4: There is no significant impact of herdsmen banditry activities on increase in prices of food items and food scarcity.
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	70
	47
	23
	529
	11.3

	No
	50
	47
	03
	09
	0.2

	Undecided
	21
	47
	-26
	676
	14.4

	Total
	141
	141
	
	
	25.9


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 25.9 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 25.9 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is accepted which states that there is a  significant impact of herdsmen banditry activities on increase in prices of food items and food scarcity.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY

The main focus of this study is to examine the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food Scarcity in Nigeria using  Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun zones in Ogun State. It examined the different forms of banditry attacks on farming communities. It determined the extent at which herdsmen banditry activities obstruct food crop production. It investigated the implication of herdsmen banditry activities on food crop production and also determined if herdsmen banditry activities has any significant effect on food scarcity.

  The study adopted the survey descriptive research design and with the aid of convenience sampling method, the researcher purposively selected one hundred and fifty (150) participant for the study. Self- structure questionnaire was issued to the respondent of which one hundred forty-one (141) was retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using simple percentage, presented in frequencies and tables. Hypothesis test was conducted using Chi-Square Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS v.23).
5.2 CONCLUSION

In Nigeria, various forms of insecurity such as insurgency and banditry have negative impacts on farming system and food security in the country. This attack portends danger to farming system and food security as many farmers are very scared to go to their farms to engage in irrigation farming among other food producing activities. 

Findings of the study reveal that banditry has also negatively impacted food security in. The implications of these is reflected  on the  reduction in the number of farmers due to their killings, there is impoverishment of farmers due to kidnappings, farmers are not willing to go to their farmlands as they will be chased out,  reduction in the quantity of crops stored in grain silos, hence when they manage to cultivate few crop they use for personal consumption or sale at higher prices.

Findings of the study therefore concludes that banditry activities affects food production and hence lead to food scarcity within the country.

5.3 RECOMMENDATION

From the findings of the study, the following recommendation were made

NSCDC should deploy enough agro-rangers corps to Ogun State with a view to provide security for farmers as they presently harvest crops and to ensure that the irrigation farming season commences smoothly. 

Troops of local vigilantes should be stationed in farming area of each  Local Government Area and they should be equipped to strive toward devising new strategies in confronting the bandits and ending banditry in Ogun state. This is important considering the fact that the bandits still carry out attacks in the LGA despite the presence of the military troops.
Local government councils should contact their members of House of Representatives with a view to assist the vigilante groups with operational materials and logistics to enable them confront the bandits. 
Farmers should be enlightened on the need to desist from planting crops such as maize, millet and sorghum which will provide cover to bandits to enable them come close to village settlements undetected to rest during the day time and attack in the evening or night time.
The Federal, State and Local Governments including the communities should come together to hold a conference with a view to mapping out strategies to end banditry in Ogun  State.
The State Government should work out a compensation plan to assist cattle owners whose cattle were rustled by the bandits and such people have no means of livelihood at present. The compensation scheme should be in cash or some number of cows, sheep or goats can be given to them to start cattle rearing to mitigate their sufferings and lessen the traumatic experiences.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

THE IMPACT OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN DEMOCRATIC SUSTAINABILITY IN NIGERIA (A CASE STUDY OF NGOS IN BORNO STATE).
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Female [  ]

Age 

20-30
[  ]

31-40
[  ]

41 and above   [  ]
SECTION B

What are the different forms of banditry attacks on farming communities?
	Options
	Yes 
	No 
	Undecided

	Killing of farmers
	
	
	

	Blocking of trade/farming route
	
	
	

	Kidnapping of farmers
	
	
	

	Burning down of grain silos
	
	
	

	Chasing out of farmers from their farm land
	
	
	


What is the extent at which banditry affects farming system in Nigeria?
	Options
	Please tick

	Very High Extent
	

	High Extent
	

	Low Extent 
	

	Uncertain
	


Will the herdsmen banditry attack on farmers affect food crops production in Ogun State?
	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain
	


Do you think banditry attacks on can lead to food scarcity and increase of price of food items?
	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain
	


