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ABSTRACT
This study was carried out to examine the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria having a case study on the economic and financial crimes commission (EFCC), Lagos state. Specifically, the study aimed at examining the level of corruption in Nigeria, determine the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria, determine the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria, and examine the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria. The study employed the survey descriptive research design. A total of 77 responses were received and validated from the survey. From the responses obtained and analysed, the findings revealed that the war against corruption influences the economy of Nigeria. The findings also revealed that corruption does impede the economic development of Nigeria. The study therefore recommended that the government of Nigeria should channel the looted huge amount of money that are recovered so far back  into the Nigeria economy for its revitalization rather than keeping it in any account; where it can still be tampered with corruptively. Also, the government of Nigeria should endeavour to reform public administration and finance management. Moreso, the government of Nigeria should promote transparency and access to information, empowerment of citizens, and close international loopholes.



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODICTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Corruption is conscious attempt to secure wealth, power and misuse of public power through illicit means to satisfy a selfish interest at public expense. Corruption like insects has lived with human society for a very long time and has remained a major problem in many of the world’s developing economies with harmful consequences.Corruption as a popular event and a severe challenge facing every country.It exists and functions in different degrees in various countries. It is not only found in democratic and dictatorial politics, but also in feudal, capitalist and socialist economies. The practice of corruption is not an issue that just begins today; but the history is as old as the world.
Corruption is a critical issue in Nigeria. President Muhammadu Buhari launched an anti-corruption drive after taking office in May, 2015. Corruption affects the public finances, business investment and also the standard of living. Presently, corruption scandals have pointed out the large amounts that have been stolen by people of different calibers in the country and outside the country. But little if not nothing, has been done to carefully investigate the vigorous effects of corruption that affect the countries capacity to achieve its potentials in the long run.
The dishonesty, conversion, diversion and theft of peoples funds and resources, has done more harm than good in the country, leaving us (Nigerians) with a bad reputation and a negative perception of being a mistrusted and dysfunctional country. This fact have been seen to be beyond human understanding that Nigeria, the giant of Africa, the world’s largest exporter of crude oil and a country with numerous natural resources till date has 70 percent of its population living below the poverty line, as an outcome of corruption and economic mismanagement. Majority of Nigerians appear to have no other choice than to approve and accept corruption as a conventional way of life; it is now like the food that nourishes the body in the country. Irrespective of the hardship begotten by corruption and mismanagement of the nation’s resources, the relationship between corruption and underdevelopment is infrequently made by the citizenry and this makes the suspended hanging war against corruption more difficult to tackle. Corruption is a very disgusting violation of citizens’ human rights and needs to be looked into as such. Calls have been made for a completely look into the judicial system; enactment of very strict, productive laws and the reinvestment of proceeds recovered from corrupt individuals in the development of much needed infrastructure to foster the nation’s economy. It is obvious that public officials need to be promoted to a higher level of accountability and the infliction of punitive measures that provide deterrence need to become strict in the system.
The Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) is known to be one of the most acknowledged anti-corruption agencies in Nigeria in charge of fighting and reducing the high rate of political corruption and financial crimes in Nigeria. In recent times, their activities and performance have aroused the people’s curiosity and also heightened endless debate and intellectual disputes on whether they have actually carried out their duties or not based on the achievement of their statutory mandate since their creation. For this reason, there is no agreement among scholars and commentators on the performance of EFCC when it comes to fighting corruption (war against corruption).
In Nigeria today, it is one of the numerous unresolved problems that have significantly slowed the movement and skewed development. This still stands to be a long-term major political and economic problem for Nigeria. It will continue to eat the fabric of the nation if not properly taken care of. It starts with little corruption and matures into political / bureaucratic corruption or Systemic corruption. World Bank studies put corruption at over $1 trillion per year accounting for up to 12% of the Gross Domestic Product of nations like Nigeria, Kenya and Venezuela (Nwabuzor, 2005). Corruption is growing rapidly; it is an enemy within. It is a canker worm that has eaten deep in the fabric of the country and had stunted growth in all sectors (Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC), 2005). It is the main reason behind the countries inability to develop fast. This is evident in Transparency International’s has consistent rating of Nigeria as one of the top three most corrupt countries in the world (Ribadu, 2003). Nigeria has therefore fallen back on a severe pursuit of economic improvement due to the willingness to fight corruption and strengthen the nation’s economy.
1.2. Statement of the general problem
Corruption is the major challenge facing the Nigerian Economy, and its menacing ancillaries such as graft, nepotism, embezzlement, looting, abuse of office, etc. These factors have stunned the economic growth and development of the country. In order to curb the menace cause by corruption in Nigeria, former President of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, in 2002, in an attempt to declare total war on corruption instituted the Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC. Abumere, quoted in Ezeani and Elekwa (2006:339), recollected that President Obasanjo had declared in his inaugural speech on May 29, 1999 that “corruption, the greatest bane of our society today will be tackled head on at all levels and there will be no sacred cows; nobody, no matter who and where, will be allowed to get away with the perpetuation of corruption”. Unfortunately, corruption is pervasive in Nigeria and has been institutionalized such that not only that, officials are corrupt, but corruption is official (Clark, 1995:125). Corruption has taken different forms and shapes in Nigeria such as endemic planned and developmental corruption (1991:47), to comment with obvious impatience that these forms of corruption, notably; endemic, planned and developmental corruption is a classic vicious circle capable of destroying Nigeria completely. However, the effect of corruption in any given society can never be overemphasized, especially as in the case of the contemporary Nigeria.
1.3. Aims and objectives of the study
The major aim of the study is to examine the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria. Other specific objectives of the study include;
1. To examine the level of corruption in Nigeria.
2. To determine the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria.
3. To determine the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria.
4. To examine the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria.
5. To recommend better ways by the EFCC in fighting corruption.
1.4. Research Questions
1. What is the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria?
2. What is the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria?
3. What are the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
4. What is the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
1.5. Research Hypotheses
H0: The war against corruption does not influence the economy of Nigeria.
H1: The war against corruption influences the economy of Nigeria.
H0: Corruption does not impede the economic development of Nigeria.
H1: Corruption impedes the economic development of Nigeria.
1.6. Significance of the study
The study would be beneficial to the Nigerian government in strengthening the war against corruption as it would reveal the implications of the war against corruption in Nigeria. The study would also be of immense benefit to students, researchers and scholars who are interested in developing a further research on the subject matter.
1.7. Scope of the study
The study is restricted to the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria having a case study on the economic and financial crimes commission (EFCC).
1.8. RESEARCH METHOD
The method to be employed by the researcher will be helpful in extracting the necessary information for the study.
Sources of information shall consist of  
1. Primary source of information which will consist of information gathered from questions answered by the respondents were administered by with questionnaire to give responses in relation to the research topic.
2. The secondary source however will extract relevant information gathered in various available literature materials that are closely related to the topic of research. The relevant information will be extracted from journals, textbooks, newspapers and relevant speech papers that effectively discuss related issues to the combating of corruption in Nigeria especially as spear headed by the economic and financial crimes commission in Nigeria.
3. Other sources of information shall be based on the researcher’s personal knowledge and information accumulated over the years.
1.9. Operational definition of terms
EFCC: Economic and financial crimes corruption.
ICPC: independent corrupt practices commission
CORRUPTION: dishonest or illegal behavior especially by powerful people (such as government officials or police officers)
ECONOMY: the process or system by which goods and services are produced, sold, and bought in a country or region



CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.0	INTRODUCTION
Literatures on the issue of corruption are abound because of its impact on economic development but there exist little research literatures on the concepts, determinants, severity and implications of corruption on economic development. The reason for this is not farfetched; it is because data are not readily available, particularly when the need to pin- point the size of corruption and the people that engaged in it arises. It is only recently that Transparency International started providing a measure of corruption in countries around the world which it started in 1995 and Nigeria started featuring a year later. Nevertheless, some authors such as Joseph, Osunyikanmi (2009), Tolu – Ogunro(2012), Adewale(2011) among others have examined the issue of corruption, provided some definitions of corruption, and have also analyzed the determinants and implications of corruption. According to Ngouo (2000) and the World Bank, corruption is the exploitation of public positions for private benefits. She also stated that the lack of any civil spirit among all categories of civil servants leads to corruption and misappropriation of public funds. Akindele (2005) sees corruption as behavior, which deviates from the formal rules of governing the actions of someone in a position of authority. According to Osunyinkanmi (2009), the term corruption is synonymous to the terms fraud, bribery, settlement etc. In his explanation, the settlement in corruption perception parlance became a euphemism for bribery in Nigeria during the Babangida administration in 1989. Supporting the view of Osunyinkanmi is Abbas, in his response to Dr. Antonio Maria Costa’s submission that Chief Olusegun Obasanjo former president from 1999–2007 must be commended for championing the cause of corruption fight in the country, Dikko (2011) opined that Report so far, indicated from May 1999–mid 2006, the monies stolen within the period under review, was more than what our past leaders stole put together from independence to before handing over to his democratically elected government. Adewale (2011) explained that corruption is an act of diverting the resources that should have been used for developmental purposes of the society to private or personal use. This accumulation of the nation’s economic resources for personal benefits had variously contributed to the leakage of capital from Nigeria for illegal deposits abroad. He further stated that corruption has a crowding out effect on the growth and development of the country. It’s contributing effects on poverty and poor infrastructural development is more worrying. Some schools of thought have also highlighted the factors that are responsible for corrupt practices in a society. For example in 1995, USA secretary of state sees corruption from the cultural perspective. According to this school of thought, it is in the Nigerian culture to be corrupt. This argument is however disputed. For instance in the former USSR states of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Russia, Ukraine and Azerbaijan, corruption is not a cultural phenomenon but rather a practice that supersedes culture and custom. They see corruption as a universal phenomenon. This view was corroborated by Akindele (1990) who stated that corruption exists everywhere, which means that corruption has no racial or regional boundary. Adewale (2011) further exerts that the most plausible arguments in this area would seem to be that corruption is intractably determined by the stage of development and the type of government that exists in a society or nation. In most of the highly corrupt countries like Nigeria, government bureaucracies create conducive atmosphere for corrupt practises. Authors like Rose (1990), Tanzi et al (2006) and Obadan (2001), have noted that governments of certain countries for political or other reasons create incentives for bribery and corruption and are sometimes directly involve in the corrupt practices. In some extreme cases, the government itself practices corruption in order to have their way through the legislative arms. This practice is quite common in Nigeria. Several authors who studied corruption have concluded that corruption has negative impacts on the growth and development of any nation. According to Ekpo and Egenedo (1985), Obadan (2001) and Adewale (2011), corrupt practices inherently introduce distortions in the economic system; it impairs hard work, diligence and efficiency. It is capable of diverting resources meant for the development of the society to private or personal use. They maintain that corruption does not give room for honest selection processes and also distort prices. Adewale (2011) discovered a strong significant negative relationship between corruption and output growth in Nigeria. He undertook an empirical investigation of the relationship between a number of key variables in Nigeria. After carrying out a test of stationary and co integration properties on the variables, he further estimated the econometric parameters of the variables which included Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as the dependent variable and Gross Capital Formation (CAPL), Money Supply (MS), Public Domestic Investment (PINV), Corruption Perception Index (CPI) External Debt (EXTD) and Unemployment Rate (UNEMPL) as the explanatory variables, corruption index external debt and unemployment is negative implying that it is consistent with the hypothesis that corruption retards growth. He argued that, corruption retards economic growth in Nigeria. In order words it has a crowding-out effect on growth.
2.1	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
CORRUPTION
Corruption Perception Index (CPI) was adopted or used as a measure for the level of corruption at national level in 2000. It ranks countries/territories based on how corrupt a country’s public sector is perceived to be. Scores range from 0 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean). This implies that low scores indicate high level of corruption and high scores mean low level of corruption. In Nigeria, Umar, Samsudin, Mohamed argued that textual evidence reveals the apparent successes in the investigation, prosecution and conviction of corrupt offences in Nigeria but, the context in which the agency exists remains its major obstacle, especially the legal system, government commitment and management issues. Different arguments have been put forward to explain the pervasiveness of corruption in Africa; these include poverty, the personalization of public office, the political culture and the inability of leaders to overcome their colonial mentality in respect of their perception of public office. Rotimi, Obasaju, Lawal and Iseolorunkanmi presents kpakpin corruption model comprising trio (Pressure, Opportunity and Action). According to them, the nexus within the trio is the channel through which fraud or corruption practices manifests and that for any form of corruption or corrupt practice to manifest, the trio channel must come to being and be realized. 
TYPES OF CORRUPTION
According to Odekunle (1982:14), there are five (5) types of corruption in our society which are defined by the sphere or arena of special activities and integrated by the general principle of corruption. 
Political corruption: The two main areas in which political corruption is manifested are the activities connected with election and succession, and the manipulation of people and institution in order to retain power and office. Political positions and resources are scarce and the prizes of office are high. Hence, the competition for such resourcesposition involves every possible extralegal means-through corruption- in order to overcome obstacles and opposition. The 2007 election in Nigeria which was characterized by malpractice, irregularities and the subsequently nullification of the same election by various tribunals in the country show the manner in which Nigeria is corrupt politically. 
Economic corruption: Corruption in the economic and business world is commonplace. Businessmen have been known to bid for favours to any level provided the economic cost of such favours does not exceed the returns and the value made possible by such corrupt acts. In normal operation, businessmen and entrepreneurs dislike obstacles of profit-making and therefore use corrupt means to prevent the normal institutional regulation, hasten or shorten procedures. 
Bureaucratic corruption: Bureaucratic corruption involves buying favours from bureaucrats who formulate and administer government economic and political policies. The areas chiefly involved are the acquisition of foreign exchange, import licenses, industrial establishment, avoidance of tax and the like. Oluwadere and Ayuda (1974) observes in this connection that “it is true that there are many situations in which people many bribe an official, thus tempting them away from the path of probity”. Ayuda argues that in some cases officials expected to be bribed for almost everything and the “worse still, they use their enormous powers of delay to force people to bribe them”. Such bribes and corrupt payments according to Leff (1964:8) are not legitimized by proper government process. Rather, they are appropriated by the bureaucrat, not by the state, and they involve subversion of government’s political and economic policies. The strength of any government and the success of its programmes depend largely on an effective implementation of its policies by bureaucrats. In this case, it becomes obvious that social development involves the efficiency of the bureaucracy and the probity of bureaucrats. Anything else is a non-rational and illogical that is Development, Bureaucracy, Efficiency and probity are central issues in the critique of corruption. 
Judicial corruption: Allegations of corruption are rife against law enforcement agencies and the courts, both indigenous and modern. Judicial corruption plays on the relative position of buyers in the social structure and the use of wealth to secure police attention and bails, and even to pervert the administration of justice. In this regard, it has been alleged that some judges sell justice in our courts as marketable commodity. This must have prompted one of our legal luminaries, justices Chukwudifu Oputa to make the following declaration: Corruption is the greatest malady to affect any court system, for the court is our human attempt to attain justice through the law justice in our courts should never become a marketable commodity blatantly auctioned with the hammer going down to the highest bidder. Our judges should realize that it is not for fun that they are addressed as ‘Honorable justice’. They should also realize that justice is an attribute of God Himself, Ogiri (2004:14) in Anyebe (2007:58). In recognition of this fact Olufokunbi (1962) observed that “it would be alarming because unconsciously we still realize that corruption should not spread on a large scale into the administration of justice”. It would be tragic for the nation if such a corrective institution becomes polluted.
Moral corruption: The anonymity in contemporary societies, particularly in urban and cosmopolitan centres, has worsened, or some cases only created condition which favour moral depravity. The desire for employment, the wish to show wealth through the acquisition of women, the flamboyant demonstration of individual materialistic possessions in the midst of social poverty, the exploitation of man by man-the powerless poor by the powerful rich, etc, all belong to the types of moral corruption. The implication of criticism here is that the possession of wealth is right only when it is employed to serve the needs of society and its members. Lust, incest, avarice and covetousness, etc are abhorred in the society. In this regards Otite (1982) observed that ‘there is so much self-interest and greed in our society that the political rulers and top bureaucrats flout public moral code, and indeed our top elite are generally morally vulnerable”. This bring to mind the immoral act demonstrated in the Ministry of Health by the two ministers and top bureaucrats in the ministry regarding the unspent N00 million that was to be paid back to government account.
CAUSES OF CORRUPTION
 Osakwe (2004:178) has identified causes of corruption in Nigeria as follows: They are excessive materialism, bureaucratic bottleneck, poor leadership and nonexistence of social services. 
1. Excessive Materialism: One of the reasons for corruption in the Nigerian society is the avaricious ways in which we live. No person seems to be satisfied with what he or she has. Greed and insatiable quest for material wealth highly dominate the life of the Nigerian. Nigerians according to Okolo (1994:32) “define social success and importance practically in terms of money and material value alone”. He further noted that: A correct reading of the Nigeria character particularly from the period of the historical accident of the “oil boom” is an undeclared but clearly defined craze to amass as much money and wealth as possible with means fair or foul, for it very much matters to him the size of his bank book, his number of housing estates, the number of transport cars, how many of his relatives, children’s or otherwise are in high economic positions;, how much he spends on funerals; weddings, social parties etc All these are phases of and dynamics of acquisitive instincts as deeply rooted in the Nigerian psyche, which predispose her to corruption. Excessive materialism therefore can certainly be regarded as an important root-cause of corruption in Nigeria 
2. Bureaucratic Bottleneck: Bureaucratic bottleneck is a source that encourages corruption in Nigeria Corruption according to Ndubisi is used to “cutred-tapism in a rigid bureaucratic system”. There is a slow-pace of bureaucratic action in Nigeria hence making institutions of government inadequate to fulfill the demand placed upon them. There is wide inefficiency in our governmental system. What is most painful is the evidence of non-commitment in achieving the goals and objectives of governmental organizations by people who work in them. There is too much delay in prosecuting and delivering public services. Thus, if you go to some government parastatals like Nigeria Telecommunications Limited (NITEL) and Nigerian Postal Services (NIPOST) for instance, unless you are known by the workers, you can stay there all day. Even when you are served, the workers will demand some gratification. Public officials in Nigeria ask for and receive bribes and kickbacks from fellow citizens and foreigners to accelerate the pace of action by sidetracking laid down civil service rules and regulations. The observation of this fact led Emezi (1998:6) to comment thus: Corruption seems to provide an alternative means of allocation or access to decision making. This is so because where bureaucracy is both elaborate and inefficient, the provision of strong personal incentives to bureaucrats may be the most effective means to speed action. On this premise, corruption is legitimized by the faulty operation of western-style institutions and norms. 
3. Poor Leadership: Poor leadership is another source that encourages corruption in Nigeria. There is poor conceptualization of leadership in Nigeria. Leadership in Nigeria according to Obasi (2000:141) has largely been hypocritical”. Right from 1960 when Nigeria gained independence, the political elites be it civilian or military pursue selfish interest at the expense of the public; they have demonstrated that the struggle and scramble for power among them are for sharing the spoils of political office. Since then, every political office has been subjected to abuse. They loot public treasury with impunity. As the public observes the brazen pervasion of normative values by their leaders and their agents, they do not find any justification or motivation to cherish such values. Hence the tendency for the masses to imitate their leaders. This explains why the messenger who receives unjust wages will declare your file missing until you bribe him; it also explains why policemen extort money from the public without having any sense of guilt. Achebe (1983:10) minced no words in his categorical assertion that: Nigerians are what they are only because their leaders are not what they should be”
CONTROL OF CORRUPTION
Control of corruption reflects perceptions of the extent to which public power is exercised for private gain. This includes both petty and grand forms of corruption, as well as "capture" of the state by elites and private interests. It is one of the six dimensions of the Worldwide Governance Indicators.
ECONOMIC GROWTH
Ajayi perceived economic growth as the increase overtime, of a country’s real output of goods and services. Todaro and Smith viewed economic growth as an expansion of the system in one or more dimensions without a change in its structure. According to Ijirshar, economic growth is an increase in the capacity of an economy to produce goods and services, compared from one period of time to another which can be measured in nominal terms (including inflation) or in real terms (adjusted for inflation). In other words, economic growth can be defined as the increase in the monetary or market value of goods and services produced by an economy over time. Development is a contested concept. It is relative and multidimensional, as such should be applied contextually. When the concept of development is applied to contemporary societies, it is usually dichotomized. Some countries are qualified as more – developed while others are less-developed. The qualification reveals the level of development a country has attained, in time, relative to another (or others). Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English defines development as “a gradual unfolding”, which implies “passing through stages” each of which appears for the next. Akpakpan (2007) argued that when the above definition is applied to countries, which exist in time, it shows that development must be dealt with in a historical context. The historical experience will condition the stage in which a country finds itself, and the degree to which development has unfolded. An unfolding, in this context, implies the “stripping off of overlays which are hiding the true nature of the subject; it suggests the gradual emergence of the nature of the subject which, for some reasons, has been hidden but which reveals itself with the passage of time (Akpakpan, 2007). Generally, development is a process of growing gradually from embryo to a larger, more advanced, more complex and more organized form. On this note, Todaro and Smith (2003:20) conceptualized development as “the sustained elevation of an entire society and social system toward a “better” or “more humane” life. On the above arguments, therefore, we broadly conceptualize what we mean when we talk about economic development as a process in which a society undergoes a gradual unfolding (positive transformation) in various components of its economy in order to achieve improvements in the welfare of its people. Such improvements, as argued by Akpakpan (2006) are usually seen in the occurrence of desirable changes in the various aspects of the life of the society. Instances of the desirable changes are:
 a) A reduction in the extent of inequality among the citizenry
b) A reduction in the level of absolute poverty
 c) A reduction in the level of unemployment
 d) Improvements in literacy, housing conditions, health services
 e) Improvements in the provision of infrastructural facilities
 f) Improvements in the level of social and political consciousness of the people
 g) Improvements in the level of technology of the people which will practically engender a greater ability to draw on local resources (human and materials) for local needs and for exports. In the same vein, Burkey (1993:36) defined economic development as a process by which people, through their own individual and/or collective efforts, given their level of technology, boost production for direct consumption and/or for sale. Rodney (1972:9) expressed economic development to imply increased skill and capacity, greater freedom, creativity, increased self-discipline and responsibility, and improved material well - being. Economic development, everywhere, has at least three core values: 
(a) Life sustenance: the ability to meet basic needs of food, shelter, and clothing;
 (b) Self-esteem: to be a person, to have self worth; and 
(c) Freedom from servitude: to be able to choose. Premised on the core values of development, every society that desires, and seeks economic development will have:
 (1) To increase the availability and widen the distribution of basic life-sustaining goods such as food, shelter, clothing, health and protection.
 (2) Raise levels of living through the provision of more jobs, better education, and greater attention to cultural and human values, all of which will serve not only to enhance material well-being but also to generate greater individual and national self-esteem.
 (3) Expand the range of economic and social choices available to the people by freeing them from servitude and dependence not only in relation to other people and nation states, but also to the forces of ignorance and human misery (Todaro and Smith, 2003:23).
IMPLICATIONS OF CORRUPTION ON ECONOMIC GROWTH
According to Ibraheem, Umar and Ajoke, corruption has various implications for both the developed and developing economies. It hampers development and thus raises the level of poverty in any economy that finds itself entrenched in corrupt practices. It therefore contributes to uncertainty and risk in the growth process and development potentials of any economy. This is because; high level of morals and discipline is a sine-qua-non for the overall development of the country. Thus, a corrupt nation needs to employ strict anticorruption codes as stipulated in the legislations that created anticorruption agency without prejudice or double standards irrespective of the culprit’s stature or position in the society. According to Rotimi, Obasaju, Lawal and Iseolorunkanmi, corruption and economic growth have been inversely relating with each other, causing undue arousal or doom among the people. It impedes growth and also erodes the already established economic value systems in Nigeria. It is therefore not an understatement as concluded by Achebe that corruption has permeated the African society and anyone who can say that corruption in Africa has not yet become alarming is either a fool, a crook or else does not live in this continent. Adewale in examining the crowding-out effects of corruption in Nigeria noted that corruption retards economic growth in the country. Similarly, Fabayo, Posu, and Obisanya revealed that high level of corruption leads to low investment and economic growth in Nigeria. The folds of corruption such as; bribery, fraudulent acts, embezzlement of funds and property (public and/or private), ball of stiffing and election rigging, money laundering, examination malpractices in public and private schools are some of the corrupt practices perpetrated in Nigeria which have contributed to the decaying cultural values in the country. These have further caused social odds in the state among which are; lack of public infrastructures for easy economic and business activities, increased level of poverty in the state despite the enormous natural and human resources, less respect for fundamental human rights, and so on. Corruption has therefore retarded the efforts of both the private and the government to improve the well-being of the people and the whole economy. It is harmful and unhealthy to the whole economic system which leads to misallocation of resources, inefficiency and decay of cherished and acceptable standards of behaviors (values) and cultural values. 
CORRUPTION IN THE FOURTH REPUBLIC EFFECT ON SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH
The transition of power from military to civilian in 1999 and the election of Chief Olusegun Obasanjo along with the establishment of the anti-corruption agencies the Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) and Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC) in Nigeria injected a new blood and hope to boost and sustainable growth.Eight years later the Western diplomats in 2007 alleged that about $4 billion and $8 billion per year are lost to corruption in Nigeria under the Obasanjo’s administration (HRW, 2007 as cited in Usman Mohammed 2013). Ogundiya (2012) holds that, in theFourth Republic corruption become a norm.
CORRUPTION CASES OF THE FOURTH REPUBLIC
Lawmakers were indicted, found guilty and impeach for corruption such is evidence in the case of; Chief Evans Enwerem, Chuba Okadigbo, Adolphos Nwabara, Senator Chuba Okadigbostreet light project inflation of N173 million, Okadigbo endorsement of N372 million to equip his residence with a sum estimated aboveN25millionamong others indictment (Ogundiya, 2012). Senate President, Adolphous Wabara, indicted and found guilty of bribe ofN55 million from Professor Osuji (the former Education Minister) budget inflation to the Education Ministry. Senator Chimaroke Nnamani indicted on 124 count charges and money laundering amounting to about N5.4 billion naira (Vanguard Newspaper, Saturday, 2008 as cited in Usman Mohammed 2013). Patricia Olubunmi Etteh, Speaker House of Representatives misappropriation of funds in multiple contracts of N628 million Naira ($5 million) for the repairs of her official residence and 12 official cars purchase. The Former Vice President Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, indicted and found guilty of diverting the sum of $145 million Petroleum Technology Development Fund (Ogundiya, 2012).
State Government Corrupt Cases
The former Delta State Governor, James Ibori, indicted and found guilty of money laundering over N9.1 billion. Orji Uzor Kalu, the former Governor of Abia state, indicted for looting of N3.1 billion to fund SLOK Airline and two banks in the Gambia and Sierra Leone (Ademola, cited in Usman Mohammed 2013). Ex-Governor, Saminu Turaki of Jigawa state, indicted for spending N36 millions to acquire oil blocks. Ex-Governor Reverend Jolly Nyame of Taraba state, indicted for N1.6 billion state fund, Lucky Igbinedion, Ayo Fayose, Peter Odili and Chimaroke Nnamani and two of his Commissioners, Peter Mba and Spine Ejiofor, indicted for N5.6 billion frauds and other, indictment (Ademola, cited in Usman Mohammed 2013). Babachir Lawal grass cutting contract of N1.3billion in 2017, Maina 2017N195billion pension scam, Sambo Dauki $2.1billion arm deals, Patrick Akpobolokemi N12billion loot from the Nigeria Maritime Administration and Safety Agency 2017, Alhaji Abdullahi Dikko N40billion loot from the Nigeria Customs Service.
EVOLUTION OF ANTI-CORRUPTION WARS IN NIGERIA
President Obasanjo‟s anti-corruption strategy involved a wide variety of measures, three of which were particularly outstanding. The first one was the creation of specialized anticorruption agencies, the Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences Commission (ICPC), in September 2000 and the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) in April 2003, to investigate and prosecute corrupt individuals. The other two included a comprehensive anticorruption reform of the public services, including the judiciary6 and an international campaign directed at stopping the flow of stolen funds abroad, as well as recovering funds already stolen and stashed away in Western banks. These measures were complemented by other important steps taken by the government to advance the anti-corruption crusade: signing and adoption of several anti-corruption laws and international treaties, sacking of some prominent officials accused of corruption, establishments of ad-hoc commissions of inquiry to probe specific allegations of corruption, regular public statements or speeches denouncing corruption and calling for an ethical reorientation. Out of these, the inauguration of ICPC and EFCC in 2000 and 2003 respectively were the most important steps taken. These bodies were touted by the administration as the most effective deterrence against corruption. Much of this optimism was derived from the activities of such bodies in other countries (e.g. Hong Kong and Singapore) which was said to have contributed to a drastic reduction in the level of corrupt practices through speedy investigation and prosecution of corrupt individuals. This optimism however turned out to be exaggerated, as both, despite a spirited attempt to check corruption, faced deep institutional and political challenges which greatly limited their effectiveness and credibility. Similar challenges affected the attempt to recover looted assets. A brief recount of these challenges, especially as they affects the level of achievement recorded by these two bodies under Obasanjo will help us understand why it became necessary to reform them after Obasanjo left office.  
ICPC, EFCC AND THE WAR AGAINST CORRUPTION UNDER OBASANJO
The ICPC was inaugurated in September 2000, while the EFCC began operations in April 2003. Unlike similar institutions set up in Nigeria in the past, both agencies were given relatively broad powers and mandates to fight corruption and related offences. For instance, the powers of the ICPC as provided in Section 6(a) to (f) of the ICPC Act, include the power to receive and investigate complaints from members of the public on allegations of corrupt practices and to arrest and prosecute those responsible. The agency is also empowered to examine the practices, systems and procedures of public bodies, and in cases where such systems aid corruption, it would direct and supervise a review. In other words, it would instruct, advise and assist any officer, agency or parastatal of government on the ways fraud or corruption may be eliminated. Although Nigeria had never convicted anybody for corruption in a regular court, the wide powers given to these agencies raised considerable hope that corrupt officials were in for a tough time. Immediately after its inauguration, ICPC took steps to implement its mandate. Within the first year of its existence, four individuals were charged to court for various corrupt offences. The number rose to 23 at the end of its second year (September 2002), and 49 at the close of its third year in September 20037. These cases stemmed from a total of 17 criminal pursuits, which themselves emanated from hundreds of petitions submitted to the ICPC by different individuals and groups8. As of December 2006, the ICPC was prosecuting 185 persons in a total of 91 cases around the country (39 were filed in 2006 alone). In October 2008, the number of cases in court stood at 161 involving 309 persons9. But as the number of cases filed before the courts rose, the number of convictions remained stagnant. The number of successful prosecutions from September 2000 to June 2006 was only two. The number only increased to 20 in 2007, none of whom was a prominent figure. In other words, the ICPC could not translate all its efforts into tangible successes. This dismal performance caused substantial discomfort among the populace and within the international community, giving room for further pressure on the government. This renewed pressure culminated in the establishment of the EFCC in April 2003. chairman of government parastatals and local councils, Directors General/ Permanent Secretaries), Ministers, former governors, Senators and a former Senate President, among many others. Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission, Progress Report: September 2000-July 2005, Abuja, 2006. 8 Ibid. 9 ICPC Monitor, Vol. 1 Issue 5, August-October 2008. p ; 34 The arrival of the EFCC brought some improvement in Nigeria‟s fight against corruption for two main reasons. Firstly, the ICPC was constrained by the limited coverage of its Act, which provided that ICPC can only investigate corruption involving public officers. These corrupt acts must have also occurred after the inauguration of ICPC, not before. The EFCC is endowed with wider powers and responsibilities, which include conducting investigations of crimes of financial and economic nature, including corruption, money laundering, advance fee fraud or 419, bank fraud, etc., whether in the public or private sector, and arresting and prosecuting the perpetrators of such crimes. A second reason has to do with differences in their approach. In comparison with the slow bottom-up-approach of the ICPC, meaning an emphasis on public education in contrast to aggressive measures like arrest and prosecution of high profile individuals, the EFCC right from its inception favoured a more confrontational approach to corruption. Available data show that the EFCC indeed achieved more than the ICPC in many areas, especially in the key areas of prosecution and recovery of illegally 9 acquired wealth. Between April 2004 and June 2006, EFCC recovered over $5 billion (or N725 billion) from financial criminals, both in form of cash and assets10. The proceeds from the recovery were returned to individuals who have been defrauded, or to the public treasury, in the case of assets seized from corrupt officials or private companies who had defrauded the government in such areas as tax evasion or contract inflation. The amount recovered by ICPC was only N212 million in 2005 and N3,9 billion in 200611. For the 2007 fiscal year, 4,7 billion naira was the amount recovered following a review of allocation and expenditure profile of personnel costs of Ministries, Departments and Agencies12. The EFCC‟s superior achievement was even more glaring in the area of criminal investigations, prosecutions and convictions. During the same period under review (2004-2006), it arraigned more than 300 persons and won a total 10Assets recovered came from a wide variety of sources, included banks deposits, buildings and other landed properties within and outside the country, vehicles, ships, aircraft, company stocks etc. 11 Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission, Annual Report op cit,. p.5. 12 See Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission, Annual Report for 2006-2008, Abuja. of 92 convictions13. By 2007 (JanuarySeptember), a further 53 convictions were secured, reaching 350 December 2008
IMPACT OF CORRUPTION ON NIGERIA’S ECONOMY
Corruption is a pressing issue in Nigeria. It affects public finances and business investment, as well as the standard of living. Recent corruption scandals have highlighted the large sums that have been stolen and/or misappropriated. The constant increase in the degree of corruption in Nigeria established a proportional effect on the economic growth translating to a declining in real growth from 5.41% to 4.98% in 2006 and 2010 accordingly and to 2.60% in 2013. Since 2010, unemployment rate is on a constant increase year on year, with current standing at 23percent, with an overwhelming above 50percent of youth unemployment rate.There have been some positive signs of change, for example, President Muhammadu Buhari launched an anti-corruption drive after taking office in May, 2015. But little has been done to explore the dynamic effects of corruption that affect the long run capacity of Nigeria to achieve its potential. In our report on the Impact of Corruption on Nigeria’s Economy we analyzed the ways in which corruption affects the Nigerian economy and its GDP and estimated the potential increase in GDP, which could result from reducing corruption levels to those of other natural resource-rich countries, such as Ghana, Colombia and Malaysia. Corruption has a dynamic impact, which is felt more by poorer households and smaller firms with a long run negative impact on growth, primarily through reduction in human capital and investment. And the damage that corruption does is widely felt across the economy. It is associated with poor public finance management and provision of public goods, an increase in barriers to doing business and consequent lower levels of investment, especially foreign direct investment. Government effectiveness is also damaged as talent in public institutions is eroded. Finally, corruption is associated with lower average standards of living, education levels and greater income inequality. Our results show that corruption in Nigeria could cost up to 37% of GDP by 2030 if it’s not dealt with immediately. This equates to around US$1,000 per person in 2014 and nearly $2,000 per person by 2030. But if Nigeria can tackle corruption to bring it down to levels seen in similar resource-rich countries, it could increase its GDP by $534bn in 2030. The boost in average income that we estimate, given the current per capita income, could significantly improve the lives of many in Nigeria, should efforts to tackle corruption succeed.

OPERATIONAL ANALYSIS OF THE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL CRIME COMMISSION (EFCC) IN THE ANTI-CORRUPTION WAR IN NIGERIA
The establishment of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) in 2002 and it’s subsequently take off in 2004 under the Chairmanship of Nuhu Ribadu was a demonstration of the fervor with which the Obasanjo Administration wanted to stamp out corruption. The Commission is charged with enforcement and administration of the provisions of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission Act – investigating all financial crimes, including advanced free fraud, money laundering, counterfeiting, illegal cash transfer, credit card fraud contract scams, etc. The Agency immediately took corruption head-on in its fight against the social menace and has recorded some degree of successes in this respect. As Adesugba (2004) observes, the Government, through the EFCC has been actively cooperating with Interpol and the City of London Police in an international crackdown targeting alleged king-pins behind a host of fraudulent e-mails sent en masse to gullible victims across the world. The cooperation has led to the arrest of numerous suspected fraudsters in Nigeria and the seizure of millions of dollars stashed away by fraudsters. She further reveals that not long from its take-off, it announced the development of software that could identify key words used in ‘advance fee’ e-mails and distributed the software to Internet service providers in a bid to wipe out the scourge of advance fee fraud. From its inception to the early 2004, government has recovered over several billion naira from swindlers. The Commission arrested over 200 people including the high standing in society in a few years of its existence. EFCC has set up a unit in the Ministry of Finance to help fight corruption. Other good cases which the agency wielded into with some level of successful recoveries included that of Alhaji Tafa Balogun former Inspector-General of Police who was forced to resign as soon as his corrupt practices became public and was ultimately convicted after being investigated. In the bribery scandal involving the former Minister of Education Professor Fabian Osuji and the former Senate President Chief Adolf Wagbara, other Senators who were involved in the N55m bribery scandal; the case of the then Governor of Plateau State Joshua Dariye who had many allegations on his neck, the agency forced accused to make refunds. Other strides also included the case of Chief Bode George who was arraigned by EFCC alongside five other suspects (Aminu Dabo, Olusegun Abidoye, Adullahi Tafida, Zanna Maidaribe, and Sule Aliyu) on a 163-count charge (truncated to 68-count charge) surrounding an alleged misappropriation of Nigeria Ports Authority (NPA) funds to the tune of N85 billion, and inflation of contract costs contrary to Section 22(3) of the Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act, 2000. Chief Bode George was however convicted and sentenced to concurrent term of two years imprisonment. For this singular conviction, EFCC has recorded yet another impressive success in its fight against corruption One major improvement in this Agency in the fight against corruption is that a number of those accused of corrupt practices had to refund the money involved. For example the case of Dariye, PDP had to refund N90m, and Senators led by Wagbara refunded N55m among others.
WAYS OF FACILITATING EFFICIENCY OF   EFCC IN  THEIR FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION 
No nation can make any meaningful progress under a corrupt system. This realization has occasioned a global re-awakening of interest on how to eradicate menace of unethical corrupt practices in Nigeria.
The most urgent task in order to secure the independence of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and avoid the violation of the right of equal protection under the law is to amend section 3 (2) of the Commission Act and any other necessary provision so that members of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Can discharge their duties without fear or favour, affection or ill will. The overwhelming majority of the staff of the commission if not all, should be recruited from the pool of fresh graduates and by the commission itself instead of mass transfers and secondments from other government. This mass transfers and secondments would only transform the new organization into where they are transferred from. Thus, fresh graduates should be trained from the scratch towards an appreciation of the importance and objectives of the commission. There should be a systematic and continuous research into the structure and process of corrupt practice as well as periodic evaluation of the effectiveness and efficiency of the work of the commission. On a very serious note, the commission independence with regard to funds, human and material resources should also be guaranteed. 
Anti- corruption agency should immediately work to repeal the IMMUNITY CLAUSE in the 1999 constitution. The clause tends to encourage corruption, both at the federal and state levels. Public officials, especially representatives and state governors have been openly corrupt because they know that they cannot be prosecuted while they are still in office. As can be seen, state governors, local government chairpersons and high-level civil servants have deprived their citizens the right to economic development, health care, effective mass transportation, sound education, affordable housing, and drinkable water due to excessive embezzlement as a result of the clause. 
EFCC should probe the financial affairs of educational institutions. Previously in the past, the university and educational management authorities make sure that some structures and infrastructure are maintained, leaking roofs are patched, worn out paints are restored and the sanitary condition of the institution are managed well, but these days, although more funds are sunk into the educational sector, yet the already existing infrastructures are not properly managed or maintained, let alone providing new ones. The EFCC or judicial commission should be set up to investigate the judicial system in order to find out why cases go through the Nigerian court system in a snail–like speed. There are too many delays and adjournments in the trial of cases. As a result, unfortunate suspects are sometimes locked up in detention for years awaiting trial. A law should be passed which states that if a case is not tried after a certain time period, the suspects in detention should be released. For example, the Odi boys who were suspected to have killed 12 policemen in November, 1999 are still detained in prison while the case is constantly postponed. The delays and unnecessary postponements amount to corruption of Justice. 
Finally, combating corruption requires a broad range of integrated, long term, national and international sustainable efforts and reforms. The standard that includes decency, transparency, accountability and qualitative general services delivery is essential. It is only when these are done that perpetrators of corruption will be punished in accordance with the various provisions of the law. Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act inclusive.
2.2 EMPIRICAL REVIEW
A few of researchers has discussed the level of corruption on economic growth in both developed and developing countries. Such authors include Abiodum, Elijah and Obayelu (2007) that use descriptive survey and content analysis to investigate the effect of corruption and economic reforms on economic growth and development in Nigeria. It was revealed that there have been significant reductions in the level of corruption in Nigeria through the introduction of the anti-corruption team or instruments. But the study also found negative corruption between the levels of corruption and economic growth, thereby making it difficult for Nigeria to develop fast. This means that corruption in Nigeria reduces economic growth, efficiency and development despite the huge resources in the country. This is also because corruption reduces or create negative image in a nation and as well losses much needed revenue. Rotini, Obasaju, Lawal and Ise, (2013) used ordinary least square (OLS) and granger causality method to determine the relationship between corruption and economic growth in Nigeria. The study observed that corruption impairs and impacts economic growth. The study fails to establish the level of impact of corruption on economic growth by stating whether it is positive or negative. Adewale, (2011) investigated the crowding out effects of corruption in Nigeria using parsimonious error correction mechanism and employed experimental research design approach for the data analysis and revealed that there is a negative relationship between corruption and output growth in Nigeria. The implication of this is that Nigeria government should introduce a national re-orientation program to educate people on the crucial need to eradicate corruption in all sectors of Nigeria economy and socio-political system. Akinpelu, Ogunseye, Bada, and Agbayangi (2013) examined the Socio- Economic Determinants of corruption in Nigeria using co-integration test and vector error correction model. The study discovered that there is a long-run relationship between conception and the social economic variables in Nigeria. This study falls to establish the level of relationship like whether significant positive or negative relationship which has policy implication in the short and long run. Mnhuda (2013) investigating the relationship between corruption, poverty and economic growth in Nigeria. The study employed regression analysis and granger causality test, it was discovered that there is an existence of co integration chance tangling a long run causality relationship between corruption, poverty and economic growth in Nigeria. Ade, Babatude and Awoniyi (2011) in the study of Corruption, foreign direct investment and Economic growth in Nigeria: An empirical investigation employing granger causality test and Ordinary Least Square Method in testing FDI inflow, corruption index, Exchange rate, Inflation rate, GDP for model one. For two, the variables are Gross Domestic Product, Government Expenditure, FDI and Gross fixed capital formation. The OLS result reveals that there is an inverse relationship between FDI inflow and corruption. This means that a large volume of FDI inflow is associated with a low level of corruption in the host countries. Exchange rate depreciation and inflation rate are significant determinations of FDI inflow in Nigeria. Also, there is a significant position. 
Mauro (1995, 1997) as cited in Ibrahim and Okunade, (2015) conducted the first econometric analysis on corruption impact on economic growth and investment across countries. Data’s from sample of developed and developing economies, employing OLS and Instrumental Variables (IV) as estimating techniques. The finding shows that corruption has a negative and significant impact on economic growth with a major impact on decreasing investment in physical capita. Rotini, Obasaju, Lawal and Ise, (2013) employ ordinary least square (OLS) and granger causality to determine the correlation between corruption and economic growth in Nigeria. The finding of the study established that corruption weakens economic growth and equally fails to establish the movement either positive or negative in relation to the degree and impact. Adewale, (2011) effects of corruption in Nigeria employing parsimonious error correction mechanism and experimental research approach for data analysis. The findings shows negative relationship between corruption and output growth in Nigeria with recommendation for introduction of national re-orientation to eradicate corruption in all sectors of Nigeria economy and socio-political system. Akinpelu, Ogunseye, Bada, and Agbayangi (2013) Socio- Economic Determinants of corruption in Nigeria employing co-integration and vector error correction model. The findings shows a long-run relationship between conception and the social economic variables in Nigeria, failing to establish the movement either positive or negative with the degree of impact. Mnhuda (2013) the relationship between corruption, poverty and economic growth in Nigeria employing OLS method and granger causality test. The findings shows the existence of co-integration and a long run causality relationship between corruption, poverty and economic growth in Nigeria. Nageri et al (2013), investigated the impact of corruption on economic development in Nigeria using OLS technique. The findings shows that corruption has a significant negative effect on economic growth and development. Egunjobi (2013), empirically examine the corruption impact on economic growth in Nigeria 1980-2009 using OLS analysis, granger causality test along with the impulse response function. Result reveals that corruption on per worker exercises negative influence on output directly and indirectly on foreign private investment, education expenditure and capital expenditure on per worker
2.3	THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Policy-Oriented Theory
Teveik, Albert and Charles in 1986, propounded the Policy-Oriented theory probing and clarifying the role of government in the fight against corruption. The theory thus state that; the recurrent incident of corruption in government and private sectors in both developing and developed economies has a resultant effect on economic and financial growth of a nation and for the war against administrative corruption to embrace a theoretical and less descriptive method, models, framework and methodology ought to be developed to measure its effect on economic growth.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	INTRODUCTION
	In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2	RESEARCH DESIGN
Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3	POPULATION OF THE STUDY
	According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 
	This study was carried out to examine the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria having a case study on the economic and financial crimes commission (EFCC). Staff of EFCC, Lagos state form the population of the study.
3.4	SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION
A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5	SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE
According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.
In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of staff of EFCC, Lagos state, the researcher conveniently selected 80 staff out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 	RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the Chi-Square statistical tool, SPSS v.23
3.9	VALIDITY OF THE STUDY
Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10	RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY
The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11	ETHICAL CONSIDERATION
he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.



CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of eighty (80) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only seventy-seven (77) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 77 was validated for the analysis.
4.1	DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.2: Demographic profile of the respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	42
	54.5%

	Female
	35
	45.5%

	Age
	
	

	20-25
	15
	19.5%

	25-30
	19
	24.7%

	31-35
	23
	29.9%

	36+
	20
	25.9%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single 
	10
	12.9%

	Married
	64
	83.1%

	Separated
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	3
	3.9%

	Education Level
	
	

	WAEC
	00
	0%

	BS.c
	35
	45.5%

	MS.c
	42
	55.5%

	MBA
	00
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2021
4.2	DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS
What is the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria?
Table 4.2:  Respondent on the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria
	Options
	Yes %
	No %
	Total  %

	It will help to recover looted funds hence boosting the economy
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it will bring about development in the country
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it will reduce the level of poverty in the country
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it will help promote business investment
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it will help promote standard of living of citizens
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes to all the options provided. There was no record of no.
What is the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria
	Options
	Yes %
	No %
	Total  %

	It tarnishes the image of the country
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it brings about under-development in the country
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it increases the level of poverty in the country
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it discourages business investment
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	it reduces the standard of living of citizens
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes to all the options provided. There was no record of no.
What are the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria
	Options
	Yes %
	No %
	Total  %

	End impunity
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	Reform public administration and finance management
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	Promote transparency and access to information
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	Empowerment of citizens
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)

	Close international loopholes
	77
(100%)
	00
	77
(100%)


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes to all the options provided. There was no record of no.
What is the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
Table 4.5: Respondent on the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	very high
	45
	58.4

	high
	15
	19.5

	very low
	4
	5.2

	low
	5
	6.5

	Undecided
	8
	10.4

	Total
	77
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 58.4% said very high, 19.5% said high, 5.2% said very low, 6.5% said low, while the remaining 10.4% were undecided.
Would you say the war against corruption does influence the economy of Nigeria?
Table 4.6: Respondent on the war against corruption does influence the economy of Nigeria
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	45
	58.4

	No
	7
	9.1

	Undecided
	25
	32.5

	Total
	77
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 58.4% said yes, 9.1% said no, while the remaining 32.5% were undecided.
Did you think that corruption impedes the economic development of Nigeria?
Table 4.7: Respondent on corruption impedes the economic development of Nigeria
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	70
	90.9

	No
	0
	0

	Undecided
	7
	9.1

	Total
	77
	100


Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 90.9% said yes, while the remaining 9.1% were undecided.

4.3	TEST OF HYPOTHESIS 
H0: The war against corruption does not influence the economy of Nigeria.
H1: The war against corruption influences the economy of Nigeria.
H0: Corruption does not impede the economic development of Nigeria.
H1: Corruption impedes the economic development of Nigeria.
Hypothesis One
Table 4.8: The war against corruption does not influence the economy of Nigeria
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	45
	25.7
	19.3
	372.5
	14.5

	No
	7
	25.7
	-18.7
	349.7
	13.6

	Undecided
	25
	25.7
	-0.7
	0.49
	0.02

	Total
	77
	77
	
	
	28.12


Source: Extract from Contingency Table	
		Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)
					(3-1) (2-1)
					(2)  (1)
					 = 2
At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.
Findings
The calculated X2 = 28.12 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision
Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 28.12 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis which states that the war against corruption influences the economy of Nigeria.
Hypothesis Two
Table 4.9: Corruption does not impede the economic development of Nigeria
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	70
	25.7
	44.3
	1962.5
	76.4

	No
	0
	25.7
	-25.7
	660.5
	-25.7

	Undecided
	7
	25.7
	-18.7
	349.7
	-13.6

	Total
	77
	77
	
	
	37.1


Source: Extract from Contingency Table	
		Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)
					(3-1) (2-1)
					(2)  (1)
					 = 2
At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.
Findings
The calculated X2 = 37.1 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision
Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 37.1 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis which states that corruption does impede the economic development of Nigeria.




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	SUMMARY
In this study, our focus was to examine the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria having a case study on the economic and financial crimes commission (EFCC). The study specifically was aimed at examining the level of corruption in Nigeria, determine the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria, determine the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria, and examine the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria. 
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 77 responses were received and validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from from staff of EFCC, Lagos state. 
5.2	CONCLUSION
Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:
· The war against corruption influences the economy of Nigeria
· Corruption does impede the economic development of Nigeria

5.3	RECOMMENDATION
Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:
· There is therefore a strong recommendation and advocacy for all-round review of anticorruption agencies modus operandi, revitalization of citizens via attitudinal re-orientation, economic diversification and true federalism should be embrace as a key realistic attainment of vital and sustainable development in the face of the current sectorial struggle for growth and development which corruption has dent over time.
· The government of Nigeria should channel the looted huge amount of money that are recovered so far back  into the Nigeria economy for its revitalization rather than keeping it in any account; where it can still be tampered with corruptively.
· The government of Nigeria should endeavour to reform public administration and finance management.
· The government of Nigeria should promote transparency and access to information, empowerment of citizens, and close international loopholes.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
SECTION A
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Demographic profile of the respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency

	Gender
Male
	

	
	

	Female
	

	Age
	

	20-25
	

	25-30
	

	31-35
	

	36+
	

	Marital Status
	

	Single 
	

	Married
	

	Separated
	

	Widowed
	

	Education Level
	

	WAEC
	

	BS.c
	

	MS.c
	

	MBA
	



SECTION B
What is the impact of the war against corruption on the economy of Nigeria?
	Options
	Yes %
	No %

	It will help to recover looted funds hence boosting the economy
	
	

	it will bring about development in the country
	
	

	it will reduce the level of poverty in the country
	
	

	it will help promote business investment
	
	

	it will help promote standard of living of citizens
	
	



What is the relationship between corruption and the economic development in Nigeria?
	Options
	Yes %
	No %

	It tarnishes the image of the country
	
	

	it brings about under-development in the country
	
	

	it increases the level of poverty in the country
	
	

	it discourages business investment
	
	

	it reduces the standard of living of citizens
	
	



What are the ways of improving the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
	Options
	Yes %
	No %

	End impunity
	
	

	Reform public administration and finance management
	
	

	Promote transparency and access to information
	
	

	Empowerment of citizens
	
	

	Close international loopholes
	
	





What is the level of success of the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
	Options
	Please tick

	very high
	

	high
	

	very low
	

	low
	

	Undecided
	



Would you say the war against corruption does influence the economy of Nigeria?
	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	



Did you think that corruption impedes the economic development of Nigeria?
	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	




