THE EFFECT OF POLYGAMY ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF PUPILS
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ABSTRACT
This study examines the effect of polygamy on academic performance using Aghogho Primary School as a case study. Eighty (80) pupils were randomly selected and also the data were analyzed using the simple percentage. The study revealed the following.
1. Income of parent affects the academic performance of pupils. The researcher fined out that 18.3 percent agree to the fact that parent income have relation with pupil’s performance while 18.7 percent disagreed.
2.  The study also find out that 78.8 percent of the total population of pupils agree to the fact that the number of wives in a home affects pupils academic performance and 21.2 percent disagreed.
3.  This study proved that 68.7 percent of the total population respondents agree to the fact that polygamy has effect on pupil’s academic performance while 31.3 percent disagreed.
Necessary recommendations were made. These are under the following heading. Teachers, Pupils, Parents, and School management.
1. Teachers should beware of the fact that pupils are from different psychological climate or background and therefore should be treated accordingly by giving individual pupils necessary attention that aid mental development which will also enhance good performance of pupils in the school.
2.   Parents should maintain good relationship with their children in order to provide them with security and essential needs.
3.     Parent should be observant available and be supportive in meeting the needs of their children by giving them the courage of informing them about their body development i.e. sex education and creating a recreation avenue for them.
4.     Pupils from polygamous home need to seek for guidance and counselling, where their psychological needs can be met.
5.     Guidance and counselling centre should be provided by the school authority for the betterment of the pupils.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STURY
Polygamy represents expanded family studies that are based on marriage involving a husband with two or more wives interestingly; polygamy is legally and widely practiced in 850 societies across the globe. In the last two decades, polygamy has been the focus of significant growth in public political and academic awareness. This form of marital structure has effect on behavioral, emotional and academic adjustment of children. Psychologist and educationist are consciously emphasizing that there are dear evidence to the fact that pupils achievement in schools are partly affected by their family background. It is a general assumption that the types of family in which a child belong to or evolved from have effect on pupil’s academic performance. The effect of polygamous on pupils’ academic performance has attracted the attention of schools and authorities. This is because the behaviour of the child in school or outside is a reflection of his or her home where he or she comes from.
In Nigeria today there are many problem on academic performance of pupils in school because there is no effective teaching in school and also the parental background or home in which a child comes from have great or adverse impact on the pupils and this is due to the fact that academic performance has not be tailored and mastered from the beginning.
However Dempsey et al opined that the primary environment of the pupils the home and it stand to exert tremendous impact on pupil’s achievement. In a study conducted on the effects of family structure and parenthood on the academic performance of Nigeria pupils. Uwaifo (2008) found significant different between the academic performance of pupils from single parent and these from two parent structure. Uwaifo (2008) also noted that the school is responsible for the experiences that make up the individuals life during school periods. Indeed parent involvement and individual’s experiences at home play tremendous roles in building the personality of the child and making the child what he is. Furthermore, many pupils have been hindered from reading their optimum level in academic pursuit due to some negative factors arisen from home. These include lack of parental encouragement, lack of conductive environment, poor finance and housing, poor feeding, ill-health and lack of interest on the part of pupils. Pupils who school needs (physical and emotional) are not provided for at home may forever remain under achiever and this could affect the general development. Effect of poor academic performance during school years often carry over to the childhood with a higher proportion of school dropouts, behavioral problems and even delinquency among their population.
Therefore, this study seeks to investigate the effect of polygamy on the academic performance of pupils using Ugelle primary school as a cause study. The number of children in polygamous home are likely to increase company to that of a single parent. Therefore parents in polygamy home is not as close to their children when it comes to monitoring their academic performance. To bridge the gap between these families, parent should devoted more of their time to the upholding of their children by providing academic imperative like textbooks, good nutrition, writing material e.t.c. pay less attention to their business or other activities.  The government should focus attention on providing qualitative education to citizens. Adequate facilities and material should be made available in schools for the benefit of all pupils from monogamous, polygamous, single-parent families. Family background as primary and social agent has important role to play in child academic performance. Family size type and parent academic background have major role to play in child upbringing especially in third world country. Family background is the foundation for children development a family is refers to group of people knitted together by blood ties on marriage bond. In a large family, a child may not be given maximum attention especially in his academic. The issue of home works payment of school fees, attending parent teacher association and many more may not be convenient for the parent as they have to cater for many children.
Polygamous home make it competitive for their children to contest for limited resources available and parents affection in a situation whereby a man marries two or more wives at a time, it tends to unequal treatment to children, jealousy and survival for the fittest for a child to succeed in life he has to struggle which may be detrimental to his academic performance.      The home is the premier agent of education to the child, therefore the way he lives the food he eats and his life style is influence by the hope. The type of family system the child is exposed to greatly influence his academic achievement in schools. Similarly, certain juvenile delinquent behaviour such as stealing, truancy and lying, appear to have their root in parent rejection and insecurity.
1.2
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
In the study, effort will be geared towards providing answers to some question such as these.
(1)   what are the effect of polygamy on the individual and societies
(2)   What are the peculiar effect of polygamy in Ughelli North Local Government area, Delta State
(3)   How can these problem been tackled polygamy has great influence on pupils academic performance especially when proper feeding and supervision are lacking
1.3
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The objective of this study finds out the effect of polygamy on pupils academic performance using Ugelle primary school as a east study.
 This study also aim in bringing out the following
(1)  the relationship between family size and pupils academic performance
(2)   the effect polygamous home have on child behaviour
(3)   the study also point out how parent role and discipline affect a child academic performance
(4)   The objective of this study is also to spotlight or compare a child from single-parent and polygamous home in respect to academic performance.
1.4
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This project work is of great importance in the sense that it will reveal the extent at which polygamy has affected pupils. Furthermore, this will help parent and the school authority to generate affection, love and provide security and acceptance to the pupils which in turn helps the society. This study will also help on individual on the kind of the family they should involve themselves in and to the educationist, education curriculum will be structured to help children from such home. More so, serving as a project that would be discovered that polygamy affect the academic performance of pupils.
1.5
SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The researcher work covers the effect polygamy has on pupils academic performance of pupils using Ughelle Primary School located in Ughelli north local government area delta state. The study also discusses parents and teacher roles in helping a child excel in his/her academics The study also goes on carrying an investigation on the academic performance from a child, from a single-parent and from polygamous home it also receive the thought of every scholars, psychologist and educationist as to what extent polygamous home and family size affect pupils academic performance. The study also looks into how the level of education of parents in a polygamous home affects child academic performance
1.6
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
(1)   Does the income of parent affect the academic performance of pupils?
(2) Does the number of wives in a home affect the academic performance of pupils?
(3)  Do polygamous homes affect the pupil’s academic performance in school?
(4)  Does the parental care and affection affect the academic performance of pupils?
(5)   Does the provision of essential needs by the parents affects the academic performance of pupils?
1.7
DEFINITION OF TERMS
Polygamy: the custom of having more than one wife at the same time
Family:a group consisting of one or two parent and their children. It can also be seen as a group of people knotted together by blood ties on marriage bond
Academic: connected with education, especially in school
Income: money received over certain period especially as payment from work as interest on investment. Money received from work, business e.t.c
Performance: an action or achievement considered in relation to how successful it is the ability to operate a capable of high effectiveness

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework

2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Concept Of Polygamy

Polygamy has been a prominent feature in most communities worldwide. It is deeply rooted in the early lifestyles of our ancestors. Over the years, polygamy has become the subject of numerous books, journal articles, heated debates, discussion papers,a theme for women activist groups, web pages, and even cable television shows. Consequently, many contrasting policies in different communities have been adopted in relation to polygamy. Polygamy is the practice of having more than one wife or husband at a given time. A study conducted by Berkowitz (2007) notes that about eighty-three percent of human societies permit polygamy. Although the worldwide percentage of men with more than one wife is relatively minuscule, as many as a third of the world's population belongs to a community that allows it. If one were to consider the patriarchal characteristic of many societies around the world, it is safe to conclude that there is a potential for the unequal and discriminative treatment of wives by their husbands in polygamous marriages. With this in mind, there is an urgent need to address such treatment of women in polygamous marriages, regardless of their social, cultural, religious and also economic background. There are some cases where wives in polygamous marriages have suffered. In a study conducted by Nurrohmah (2003) it was found that, of the nine women in polygamous marriages, all had experienced psychological abuse; five of them suffered physical, economic and sexual abuse. However, it would also be a mistake to believe that all polygamous marriages are abusive. These opinions were frequently rationalised by feelings that polygamy creates inequality amongst co-wives since the husband cannot care for and cater to the needs of more than one wife, and that polygamy gives men “boundless power and authority” (Dangor 2001). Where co-existence amongst the families seems to be flourishing,relationships between co-wives have been found to be especially beneficial to women’s economic and political power(Yanca & Low 2003). While women might initially feel uncomfortable and envious when a new woman enters the household, these sentiments usually fade away to ensure harmonious relationships and the equal treatment of the wives. In a study conducted by Rehman (2011), a small proportion of women indicated that they would agree to enter into polygamous marriages if given such an option. Many women living in polygamy support plural marriage and appear to find happiness and satisfaction within their family structures (D’Amour & Carmichael 2004). Some women even encourage their husbands to marry additional wives (Chambers 1997, p. 73-74). Certain anecdotes reveal genuine love and companionship among polygamous spouses and within their entire family unit, leaving us to question whether polygamy is intrinsically damaging to the spousal relationship (Palmer & Perrin 2004; Solomon 2003). Children, however, can be adversely affected by polygamous marriages. The rivalry between the co- wives more often than not prove damaging to the children in polygamous families. In addition, the thoughts and beliefs children encounter are controlled, allowing them only to learn polygamist beliefs, thus “blinding children from the existence of life outside polygamy” (Ward 2004, p. 149). Such children tend to believe that the polygamous lifestyle is the only way out and hence they often end up attached to a polygamous life style. Children attached to polygamous lifestyle view polygamy as the only key that can only lead them to the happiness that they aspire to have in life. Christian polygamists, claiming to come from conservative churches, quote Hebrew and Christian Scriptures and cite Biblical patriarchs to support their understanding of polygamy as something scriptural Shipps (1987) depicts Mormonism as the fourth great Abrahamic tradition, standing in relation to contemporary Christianity just as early Christianity once did to Judaism. Sullivan (2007) and Gordon (2001) illustrate the centrality of federal efforts to eradicate Mormon polygamy by defining the nature and limits of what is officially, legally, and constitutionally legitimate religious practice in the US. There are places like Cameroon where polygamy is practiced due to economic factors. The conceptualisation of wealth is the heart of this problem. Women and children are viewed largely as labourers and producers. Wives produce children and gardens, while girl children produce dowry, provide personal service, and are valuable for increasing garden income. The cash income from all a man’s gardens belongs to him exclusively and he shares as little as possible with his wives. Wives have a great desire to own, and if they do not find that they receive an equitable proportion of the cash income from their labour, they are anxious to ‘seek other means of securing money. However, the wives may do by  encouraging and helping the husband to secure other wives. This gives each wife an opportunity to free herself from the close control of her husband, to sell her garden produce in a market town, to find employment, and to have financially rewarding extramarital sex relations. In Utah, in the United States of America, polygamy is constitutionally and statutorily prohibited. Article III, Section 1 of Utah’s Constitution guarantees perfect toleration of religious sentiment. It further provides that no inhabitant of that State shall ever be molested in person or property on account of his or her mode of religious worship. However, polygamous or plural marriages are forever prohibited. Thus, in Utah, polygamous marriages are prohibited. However, specific actions to be taken and punishments to be given in relation to the breach of such laws are not specified. Polygamy is prevalent in Muslim communities. The most well-known polygamous communities are associated with a religious doctrine that supports it. Muslims practicing polygamy refer to the verse in the Qur’an (4:3) which states that a man may marry up to four wives. However, polygamy is not exclusive to such countries only. It is estimated that as many as 30,000 people also practice polygamy in the Western United States and Canada. Polygamy in America was historically scorned as anti-democratic and a threat to the modern social order. Over time, this perceived threat has died down, allowing practicing polygamists to generally go unnoticed. While polygamy is strongly denounced in several passages of the Book of Mormon, the Old Testament provides ample evidence that it was acceptable in ancient Israel. The Bible has evidence of the existence of polygamy in Christian societies of that time. For instance, Genesis 4 verse 19 holds: “And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other was Zillah.” The importance of this verse is that during these times, in Christian communities, polygamy was in existence and accepted by the society. According to Judaism, it is notable that most of the Old Testament Prophets were polygamous .According to the Old Testament, Abraham “the friend of God” and he had more than one wife, David had one hundred wives; and Solomon is even said to have had 700 wives and 300 concubines. This serves to show that the culture or the concept of polygamy is rooted in our ancestral history. In the United States, polygamy has been practiced primarily by the Mormon Church, although the practice is much more prevalent in other parts of the world. There are various reality programmes on television that show that polygamy is indeed happening. The Learning Channel’s (“TLC”) hit reality television show; Sister Wives shows the prevalence of polygamy in the United States. While polygamy is most common among Fundamentalist Mormons, there are also some Muslim polygamists in the United States. However, the actual incidence of these families is undetermined, and there is very little available literature on Muslim polygamists in North America. Hassouneh-Phillips’ (2001) provides a rare glimpse into American Muslim polygamy. As part of a larger study of spousal abuse in American Muslim families, she interviewed Muslim women in the United States who had experienced abuse, or knew a family member or friend who had been abused. Most of the women who had an experience with polygamy reported that they or their mothers entered polygamous marriages unwillingly, some likening it to “legalized adultery” (Hassouneh-Phillips 2001:740). The arrival of new wives in the family was described by the women as a traumatic experience for the senior wives and their children. The issue of the inequitable treatment of wives by their husbands was a major concern. Polygamy, according to Anderson (2000), is more common in Africa than anywhere else in the world today. It is a socially accepted practice among tribes and communities in a number of African countries, particularly those in the western region (Timaeus & Reynar,1998). According to Elbedour (2002 and Bergstrom (1994), in some parts of Africa an estimated twenty percent to fifty percent of all marriages are polygamous. Polygamy in Africa is encouraged by diverse factors, and its prevalence reflects differences in tribes and religions, as well as in economic and social structures. Many Africans in plural marriages are Muslim, but some non-Muslim men enter plural marriages for economic, status, or social reasons (Ezra 2003, Madhavan 2002, Klomegah 1997, Meekers & Franklin 1995). In the African context, according to Musumbi Kanyoro, “before marriage, a woman did not have an independent identity. A woman was regarded as the daughter of her father. After marriage she became the wife of her husband” (Kanyoro 1993). In this case, women are found to be objects even after marriage. They might not have that freedom to be objective. Polygamy is less prevalent where there are higher levels of education and urbanization. While some groups hail the decline in the practice of polygamy, there is a conflict between the desire to protect African cultural traditions and increasing pressure to recognise women’s rights (Simmons 1999). Experiences of women in African polygamous families vary with the socio-cultural features of their surrounding tribe, community or region. Most, if not all, follow a patriarchal structure. However, the degree of authority held by the husband often depends on the cultural and social expectations for his behaviour (Madhavan 2002; Agadjanian & Ezeh 2000). According to Madhavan (2002), the degree of co-operation or competition among a husband’s co-wives depends on a number of factors, both internal and external to the family. Polygamy remains common in much of Africa. In several sub-Saharan countries; more than 10% of married women are in a polygamous union (Tertilt 2005). Between Senegal and Tanzania stretches a “polygamy belt” in which it is common to find that more than one third of married women are polygamous (Jacoby 1995). Similarly, Bergstrom (1994) perceives polygamy as a consequence of inequality in male endowments of both wealth and of sisters that can be traded for wives. This effect is tempered, however, by the self-interest of the elite. Lager (2010) suggests that a self-interested ruler may impose monogamy to prevent competition by lesser men deprived of wives. In countries where there is overpopulation, there are some measures that were taken to control the population. Polygamy was banned in Thailand in 1935, in China in 1953, among the Hindus in India in 1955, and in Nepal in 1963. The main exceptions to this global trend were the least secularised Islamic countries of the Middle East and more generally sub-Saharan Africa. Despite the Quran’s tolerance of up to four wives, some Islamic countries such as Turkey  (1926) and Tunisia (1956) have formally outlawed polygamy and others have imposed judicial restrictions on this practice. However, looking at the overall proportion of population between the males and females, females are relatively  many, hence some people see it as convenient for males to marry as many wives as possible. It is only in a closed population, with a balanced sex ratio, that these features cannot possibly be reconciled. Polygamy has been criminally prohibited in Canada since 1890, but many people, including some communities, openly engage in the practice either as a matter of lifestyle choice, because the practice is culturally familiar and accepted, or because it is religiously mandated, as it is in the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints (FLDS), whose followers are also known as ‘fundamentalist Mormons’. The Recognition of Customary Marriages Act (120 of 1998) (the “RCMA”) brought about fundamental changes to the legal position of a customary marriage in South African law. The RCMA ensured that a customary marriage is, for all purposes of South African law, recognised as a valid marriage. It is evident that in South Africa, different people from different backgrounds and cultures practise polygamous marriages. The President of South Africa also lives a polygamous lifestyle that is common/ normal in the Zulu culture. In Zimbabwe, there are places where a polygamous lifestyle is practised.According to Khumalo-Sakutukwa (2003), almost 14% of married Zimbabwean women report being in polygamous unions. This situation is clarified by Rodriquez  who observes that Zimbabwean women comply with polygamy in order to conform to culture and for fear of social discrimination. In Gutu, when a man dies, his wife traditionally becomes the possession of his brothers, along with his cattle, house and land. The wife is ‘forced’ to choose a husband among the brothers of the late husband, even if all the brothers are already married. Elaborate ceremonies involve the woman putting a bowl of water in front of her late husband’s brothers as she “chooses” one to be her next master, while he still lives with his other wife or wives. Polygamy in such instances is therefore, forced upon the wife. Her only option is to choose a husband or be cast out of the family and the community, resulting in her being separated from her children who will be forced to stay with her late husband’s family.

The cultural beliefs on polygamy 

In any just system which recognizes polygamous relationships, husbands and wives should have reciprocal rights and responsibilities, and both polygon and polyandry should be permitted (Calhoun 2005, p. 1039-40). No social norm should imply that men must be obeyed by their wives, or that women should be demure and submissive to their husbands. It is through the norms that were established a long time ago that women have been forced to be submissive to their husbands. Through modernisation of the world, that women now go to schools and they are empowered to speak out, thus amplifying their voices against the abusive husbands that they might be married to. The importance of children and the pressure for women to bear children may also encourage polygyny because “infertility in Hmong society is seen as the woman‘s problem” (Rice 2000, p. 217). If a couple is unable to produce children, especially a son, then “the husband is encouraged to take a second wife” (Rice 2000, p. 20). This is because the husband’s family and clan see her as unable to produce children to carry the clan name into the future. More often than not, this lowers the first wife’s status. Her status is worsened by her inability to bear a son who will not only carry the last name of her husband’s family, but one who will also care for his parents in old age.The issue of cultural emancipation also stretches to the value of men as important. It is evident that male children are regarded as important. When a male child passes on; the elders usually kill a cow for him, but when the daughter dies nothing is done.

The Effect Of Religion On Polygamy 
The practice of polygamy is a criminal offence in countries like the United Kingdom (UK), in some parts of United States of America (USA) and many countries in the West. Nevertheless, it is estimated that over three billion people around the world still practice polygamy (CAPWOI, 2004). The Mormon belief, for example presents an interesting case study. Early Mormonism was recognisably Christian, with strong theological overlaps with Methodism. It follows an essentially Protestant organizational structure. Mormonism arose in the United States in the first half of the 19thcentury.The United States (1878), tested and formally defined the limits of what reasonably constitutes religious behaviour, religiosity, and religion in the Republic. The court upheld the federal regulation of Mormon religious practice by creating a formal, legal distinction between belief and action. During the painful transition away from plural marriages (Smith 2006; Hardy 1992), some Mormons sought refuge from prosecution by moving outside the physical space or state jurisdiction (to the polygamist colonies in northern Mexico and southern Alberta), Mormons in the American west found refuge in the private space of the mind, arguing that merely believing in the eternal principle of celestial (plural) marriage was enough to qualify one for exaltation in God’s eternal kingdom. The pesantren is a centre of Islamic high-culture and the influence of the Tuan Guru teachers encompasses entire communities and government, not just the pesantren (Hamdi & Smith, 2009). Maulana Syeikh’s teachings and practices play important roles in the reproduction of the pesantren. They remind teachers and students of the struggle to spread Islam through the practice of polygamy. He himself, practised it with a total of seven women, and he also encouraged endogamous marriages between pesantren students. This use of religion has been so evident in many religious sectors. Muslims and Mormonism have a strong belief that having a polygamous marriage will lead to heaven.

Concept Of Academic Performance

Without a question, academic performance is the most essential component of education. In this aspect, it is expected that schools would have an influence on kids' learning, socializing, and even occupational preparedness. Despite the emphasis on a broad knowledge of educational objectives, academic accomplishment remains crucial. Students' academic success is a term that comes up often in debates concerning higher education. Academic performance is a multifaceted construct made up of a learner's talents, attitudes, and actions that aid in classroom success (Hijazi & Naqvi, 2016). It is an acceptable and remarkable level of accomplishment as students go through and conclude their educational experience (Tinto, 2016).

The consequences of this notion are shown by research, which demonstrates that the vast majority of students who drop out do so due to low academic performance alone. Although the importance of academic achievement is seldom questioned, reaching an agreement on how to assess it has proven challenging. Policymakers, measurement specialists, and educators are still at odds on how to evaluate children's academic success (Elliot, 2017). Researchers have utilized a variety of methods to evaluate academic success, including report card grades, grade point averages, standardized test scores, teacher evaluations, other cognitive test scores, grade retention, and dropout rates. Student academic performance, on the other hand, is defined in this study as a student's ability to complete a specific class assignment in a school setting. 

Learning Problems Associated With Children From Polygamous Families

Children’s attitude and behavior 

Problems children face at home are more likely to disturb them academically. This is because psychological problems are potential sources of trouble with learning. Elbe dour (2003), postulates that, children from polygamous marriages are at a greater risk of both behavioral and developmental problems. One’s attitude or behavior has a bearing on his academic performance. As eluded to, in the study carried in Nigeria, one’s attitude and behavior has a bearing on his achievements. If the family set up molds the child to be a hooligan that same behavior will influence his performance.

Parental involvement 

The first school the children have is the home they come from. The nature of informal education they are given at home as the bedrock of schooling will reflect in their academic performances. Parental involvement in their children’s work is reflected in their children’s performance. Studies carried out in Argentina by Arnett (2007) reveal that the influence of parents and the parental relationship is a main source of children academic problems in Argentina. The study also revealed that the percentage of educated mothers and fathers from polygamous families is as low as 18%. In the scenario above the parental involvement in the child’s academic work become low as well. A research carried out in Ghana by Abdallah, Fuseini, Abudu, Nuhu in 2014 indicates that high level of parental involvement in children’s education positively affects their learning potentials. It was discovered that parents that are very much involved in the educational activities that is engagement in homework and attending parent-teacher association meetings of their children enable them to have good academic performance. In this regard, it is pointed out that the poor academic performance of children emanates from lack of proper supervision of their children’s homework. The situation at home spells doom for the child since parental involvement is critical to academic performance. 

Educational background of parents 

Argentina and Nigerian studies have revealed that polygamy is associated with parents of uneducated background, if the parents are uneducated what educational influence do they have on their children? Some children from uneducated parent background might have the urge to change the trends in their families. This will be influenced by the personal attitude towards his school work. Most of the parents in Kumi district are stonepaners. This is so not because of the socio economic conditions prevailing but because they are not educated. They value money than education. The teachings they impart on their children is that ‘stone quarring’ is more valuable than education, this leads to children not concentrating on their studies and rush to have the money through gold pamiing which somehow shapes their performance. Kellaghan (1993) affirmed that academic success of a child depends on what parents do at home. On the other hand, Stephen &Ceci (2001) observed that parent-child interactions are forces that lead to better academic performance. Studies carried out in Ghana revealed that parental education is considered a major determinant of a child’s academic performance as it influences the pupils’ learning attitude. In the case of some studies they found that parents’ education can affect the achievement drive of their children in their academic endeavors. More so in a study of five pupils in Nigeria, it came to light that parental level of education influenced academic performance. This means that parents with less or no education are likely to have their wards performing poorly academically. Nonetheless, some people with illiterate parents have excelled academically which challenges these findings (Akanle, 2007).

Home environment 

Adenika (2013) posits that a negative influence on a child’s emotions and psychology will consequently affect his or her academic achievement. Therefore violent trends at home tend to affect the emotions of the child. The child can develop rude behavior such that he would even love to stay at home to protect his /her mother or in protest of the prevailing situation. Absenteeism affects the general performance of the child. The conditions at home force the child to behave in a certain manner that can affect his academic performance. Uwaifo (2008) in his studies on the effects of family structure concluded that parental involvement and an individual’s experiences at home play a tremendous role in building the personality of a child and making the child what he is. Aremu (2000) is of the idea that early childhood problem may have negative impact on later life development. Children may develop negative attitude towards their school work. They might be affected by their past, which will be haunting them. Adebule (2004) asserts that emotional stability of Pupils is a pre requisite to academic achievement. He goes on to say that psychological problems are potential sources of troubles with learning. It is therefore, against this that the study sought to determine the relationship between polygamy and the academic achievements of Pupils from polygamous homes. The objectives of the study were to ascertain if there is any relation between academic achievement and polygamy background. Another home environmental factor that influences educational performance is income level of the family. For instance it was discovered that Pupils’ academic performance correlate with locality of residence and household income (Collins, 2007). Similar studies found that parents’ education and household income are moderate to strong predictors of academic achievement. Parental economic status was yet discovered as a significant factor that influences a child’s academic performance. This implies that pupils whose parents were poor had poor academic performance as they are unable to create a good learning environment for their wards (Egunsola,2014). However, it is not always the case that lower income is associated with polygamy and negative learning environment for pupils as pupils rise above the odds to succeed (Agyemang, 1993).

Effect Of Polygamy On Academic Performance Of Pupils

Khasawneh (2011) feels that polygamy does not negatively affect children but affects them positively.He asserts that when the needs of children are all met in a polygamous home, children are not affected emotionally in their homes. Children from a polygamous home can assist each other in their school work. This can only happen if the environment at home made them develop a sisterhood attitudetowards each other. The children will be sharing the burden of household chores therefore getting enough time to do their school work while at home. Elbedour et al (2002) state that polygamy is practiced in 850 societies across the globe, several theoretical papers have been generated particularly concerning the effects of this form of marital structure on behavior, emotional and academic adjustments of children. However, to date, no researcher has provided a summary of exact literature. Children raised in polygamous families’ exhibit development dysfunction, as reflected in many outcomes including poor performance, poor mental health status, low self-esteem, poor social adjustment, rivalry between full and half siblings (Adenike 2013). The stressors lead to distress, disagreement and marital tension, which challenge parent’s ability to care for their children. Whenthefamily breaks down in this way, the children bear the greatest burden and often become the target of their parents’ frustrations. The distress, hostility and pre occupation that arises from marital difficulties is transferred into parenting behavior, resulting in dysfunctional parenting and impaired outcomes for the children. A child who is exposed to stress and violence in the family setting tends to express more hostility and use more violent coping methods. Petit (2008) concurs with these sentiments when he asserts that a chronic pattern of family violence leads to elevated levels of anger, aggression and violence in children and academic performance of a child could be traced to the kind of home he comes from. Kigore, Snyder & Lentz (2010), claim that the family environment is the most powerful influence in determining a child’s academic achievement. It is obvious that families have substantial influence on a child’s academic performance.Some researchers challenge the fundamental concept that polygamy has a deleterious effect on children contending that despite the multiplicity of stressors in the polygamous family unit, it does not have a negative impact on children. Mustapha (2010) contends that a polygamous family structure provides benefits for children, including more secure psychological basis for dealing with stress. Orhungu (2009) points out that, far from having a negative effect in many parts of the world, polygamy is practiced by all social groups and is an expression of a way of life which is deeply embedded in religious and cultural obligations. For example in Africa, polygamy is considered to be a most distinctive feature of an African marriage. Thus it is likely that the prevalence of parent —child conflict in polygamous families may vary asa function of the surrounding culture and its values. Jouriles (2011) found out that children have the ability to differentiate between conflicts that are child related and other type of family conflict. The development of children within a polygamous marital structure may be best described as a culturally bound phenomenon and we must take cultural values into consideration for they may alter the direction of our hypothesis. It is on this stand point that the researcher wishes to establish the effects of polygamy on children. At home, before the child goes to school, parents are expected to have taught her/him some general life skills. For example, the parents teach their children how to play well with others. In a case where the family is polygamous and there is no harmony, it is very difficult to teach that as the parents would be at a competition with each other. Kim (2008:34) suggests that ‘... family structure affects children’s school outcome from preschool to college.’ Time is another resource parents should invest in their children. Parents that are involved in their children’s work yield better results. Looking at a polygamous setting, it is very rare to find a wife with less than three children. Given the number of children that are there, it is very difficult for a parent toallocate equal time to all children of different levels in their school work. This leads to a situation where by parents show little or no concern at all to their children’s work as a way of trying to show equality. Kim (2008) is of the idea that the solution to improving educational outcomes begins at home, by strengthening marriage and promoting stable family formation and parental involvement. Children develop through a number of ways. Parents can develop their children through doing arts and crafts,reading to them, teaching them how to write words and using a more complicated vocabulary around them. This can also be done by siblings to other siblings. Therefore in a polygamous setup,siblings can help each other develop. Chaleby (2009)has it that, sensitive warm and responsive type of parenting and engaging in play activities with young children boosts their social and emotional development, communication skills and ability to focus. Nwezeh (2010) postulates that, home environment in which children are raised plays a role in the schooling outcome. For example, elementary Pupils whose parents offer mathematics and science learning material showed greater indication towards an interest in mathematics and science activities. Thus Pupils who receive sensitive, supportive parenting from their mothers during kindergarten tend to perform better in school. Children of parents who frequently praise and show affection to them are less likely to requireclassroom attention for behavior and socio emotional issues. During adolescence, parental monitoring, the extent to which parents know their children’s activities outside home and school plays a crucial role in adolescent outcome particularly when children and adolescent perceive care from their parents.Parental monitoring is associated with fewer school problems, less substance use and reduce delinquency. Moreover, parental monitoring is positively linked to social development, school grades, and school engagement, such as paying attention in class and being motivated to do well in school. Parental involvement may also vary because of parental education.

Factors That Influence Academic Achievement Of Pupils.

Self- esteem 

One argument against polygamy is that it is more likely to present harmful effects, especially towards children, than monogamy (Slonim-Nevo and Al-Krenawi: 2006). If the children are affected their performance is likely to go down. Children from polygamous families are most likely to lack confidence in them as there is no one who encourages them as they grow up. Women and children in polygamous families are at higher risk of low self-esteem, as well as depression, than women and children in non-polygamous relationships (Al-Krenawi: 2002). Children need to be constantly encouraged and praised to gain self-confidence. The size and type of polygamy put children at risk of low self-esteem. 

School requirements 

Orphans do not usually get all the school requirements. This is so because no one is fully committed to them especially at the death of the mother in a polygamous set up. Women in a polygamous marriage have also been found to be at a greater risk of sexual diseases; including AIDS. Women are at a greater risk from men with three or more wives both as their wives and as extramarital sexual partners than from men with one wife (Mitsunanga et al, 2005). This can lead to mothers dying of AIDS. Children being orphans, no one among the remaining mothers will fend for them the way their mother used to do. With this condition at home children lack parental care and encouragement from the parents to do well and better at school.

Home environment 

Elbe dour, Onwuegbuzie, Caridine& Abu-Saad (2002) are of the idea that children from polygamous families experience a high incidence of marital conflict, high violence, and family disruptions than do children of monogamous families. Their exposure to such environments tends to affect them psychologically. The psychological state of the mind plays a role in the child’s performance in class. In view of the above Llyod& Gage-Brandon (2007) stressed that environmental conditions and the nature of social interaction that goes in the family may have some positive or negative influence on theacademic achievement of a child. At home the child is nurtured to a complete being. The environment shapes the social, physiological and psychological being of a child. Adesehimwa and Aremu (2010:263) posit that “... the family being a powerful influence on the child and its importance as a primary agent of socialization could info doubt enhance or hinder the academic achievement of the child depending on the social climate in the family.” On the other, hand Ajiboye and Omolade (2005) have it that a home is bedrock of learning. If the family environment is not favoring education the child is likely to face challenges in his performance. Adika (1987) noted that conflicts are relatively easier to solve in monogamous than in polygamous families. Moreover, less psychological disturbance is envisaged in the former than the latter.

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Socialization theory

Socialization is the process by which human infants begin to acquire the skills necessary to perform as a functioning member of their society, and is the most influential learning process one can experience. Although cultural variability manifests in the actions, customs, and behaviors of whole social groups the most fundamental expression of culture is found at the individual level. This expression can only occur after an individual has been socialized by his or her parents, family, extended family, and extended social networks. This reflexive process of both learning and teaching is how cultural and social characteristics attain continuity (Chao, 2000). This theory therefore adapted the socialization theory. Socialization theory was developed by Charles Cooley in 1929 and it refers to the parenting practices that influence children’s development. Socialization is a lifelong process that involves inheriting and disseminating norms, customs and ideologies hence providing an individual with the skills and habits that are necessary for participating within one’s own society. Socialization therefore is the means through which individuals acquire skills that are necessary to perform as functional members of their societies and is the most influential learning process. Although cultural variability manifests in the actions, customs and behaviors of the whole social groups, the most fundamental expression of culture is usually found at the individual levels, and this expression is usually socialized by one’s parents, extended family and extended social networks (Harkness, 1996).

The Conflict-Marxian Theory of Family
Marx Weber (1864 – 1920)

This theory see the process of marriage and the family as sympathetic in which members of the family encounter unending problem of conflicting interests. The Conflict-Marxian theorists perceive marriage and the family as a continuous competitive social system. Arnolds (1990) stated that competitive, due to its nature of being a state of negative interdependence between the elements of social system. Due to this conflict, there is gain/loose situation, because what is gained to one party, becomes loose to the other party in the great divide. The most important ingredients or elements in the conflict – Marxian theory is that conflict is unavoidable part of humanity and associations which involves family life and marriage. Adamson (2000) observed that the Marxian theories see the family as an institution surrounded with inevitable confrontation or conflict and of constant state of change. The emphasis worthy of note in this theory, is the competing needs, values, goalsor objectives of partners who are involved in marital unions. For the fact that people’s wants/needs are scarce and in little quantity, therefore, this desires to attain or get one’s needs or wants, brings about competition and conflicts among people in the society, more especially the family.Edith (1998) stated that the Conflict – Marxian theorists do not see the constant confrontation in the family as necessarily destructive, rather they consider conflict in the family as essential element and catalyst of interest that are out to be treated in a constructive manner through negotiation and compromise. The Conflict-Marxian theorists therefore, perceive conflicts in the family potentials for the promotion and enhancement of interpersonal growth and development in the family.The above theory is apt to the topic polygamy and family size and the students’ academic performance. This is because in polygamous and large sized families, there tend to be rivalries between wives and among children of the wives. Most times, this rivalry bring about hatred among the children and among the wives of the polygamous man. The after effect could be the man loving some children and hating some of them. In other words, he could be selective of who to sponsor to school and whom he should not.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out on the effect of polygamy on the academic performance of pupils, using Aghogho Primary School Ughelli North local government area Delta state as a case study. Pupils of Aghogho school form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Pupils of Aghogho  school ,  the researcher conveniently selected 80 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications. The reason for using both primary and secondary source of data is, so that the researcher will have concrete and more valid answers to the research questions

3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analyzed using the frequency percentage tables, which provided answers to the research questions. 

3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of eighty (80) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only eighty (80) were returned and validated. For this study a total of 80 was validated for the analysis.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.1: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	50
	62.5%

	Female
	30
	37.5%

	Age
	
	

	6-7
	10
	12.5%

	7-8
	24
	30%

	8-9
	26
	32.5%

	9+
	20
	25%

	Level of education
	
	

	Pry 4
	20
	25%

	Pry 5
	15
	18.75%

	Pry 6
	45
	56.25%


Source: Field Survey, 2022

4.2
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS

Question 1: Does the income of parent affect the academic performance of pupils?

Table 4.2:
respondent on question 1

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	50
	62.5

	No
	10
	12.5

	Undecided
	20
	25

	Total
	80
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 62.5% of the respondents said yes, 12.5% said no. While 25% of the respondent were undecided .

Question 2: Does the number of wives in a home affect the academic performance of pupils?

Table 4.3:
Respondent on question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	40
	50

	No
	15
	18.75

	Undecided
	25
	31.25

	Total
	80
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 50% of the respondents said yes, 18.75% said no , while 31.25% were undecided. 
Question3: Do polygamous homes affect the pupil’s academic performance in school?

Table 4.4:
Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	38
	47.5

	No
	20
	25

	Undecided
	22
	27.5

	Total
	80
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 47.5% of the respondents said yes, 25% said no, while 27.5% were undecided.

Question 4: Does the parental care and affection affect the academic performance of pupils?    

Table 4.5:
Respondent on question 4

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	42
	52.5

	No
	18
	22.5

	Undecided
	20
	25

	Total
	80
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 52.5% of the respondents said yes,22.5% said no , while 25% were undecided. 
Question 5:   Does the provision of essential needs by the parents affects the academic performance of pupils? 

Table 4.6:
Respondent on question 5

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	44
	55

	No
	16
	20

	Undecided
	20
	25

	Total
	80
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 55% of the respondents said yes,20% said no , while 25% were undecided. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was on the effect of polygamy on the academic performance of pupils using Aghogho Primary School Ughelli north local government area Delta state, as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at highlighting the relationship between family size and pupils academic performance, the effect polygamous home have on child behaviour, the study also point out how parent role and discipline affect a child academic performance and the objective of this study is also to spotlight or compare a child from single-parent and polygamous home in respect to academic performance.  A total of 80 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from pupils of Aghogho Primary School .

5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

The income of parent affect the academic performance of pupils.

The number of wives in a home affect the academic performance of pupils.

Polygamous homes affect the pupil’s academic performance in school.

The parental care and affection affect the academic performance of pupils.

The provision of essential needs by the parents affects the academic performance of pupils.

5.3
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:

Teachers should have adequate knowledge of the background of the child in the child study so as to counsel them when need arise as knowing the child fully helps the teacher create a rapport with that child that will make him or her to focus and have interest in his! her school work.

Qualified counselors and psychological services to be found in schools so as to assist children immediately.

Consultation should be made compulsory for all parents. The ministry of education should make it compulsory that every parent attends consultation so that the teacher and the parent work together in helping the child academically.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender

Male ( )

Female ( )

Age

6-7( )

7-8( )

8-9( )

9+ ( )

Education Level

Pry 4( )

Pry 5  ( )

Pry 6 ( )

SECTION B

Question 1: Does the income of parent affect the academic performance of pupils?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 2: Does the number of wives in a home affect the academic performance of pupils?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question3: Do polygamous homes affect the pupil’s academic performance in school?

	Options
	Frequency

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 4: Does the parental care and affection affect the academic performance of pupils?    

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 5:   Does the provision of essential needs by the parents affects the academic performance of pupils? 

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


