THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACING EFFORTS TO REDUCE CHILD LABOR IN NIGERIA
ABSTRACT

The research is concerned with Child Labour in Nigeria, Challenges and Prospects. The most important aspect of this study is to investigate to what extent labour among children affect their moral conducts and social relationship with others because no individual person leaves in isolation, the research also aims at determining the socio-economic effects of labour in order to bring them to the notice of the people and offer possible and valuable suggestions so as to find a lasting solution to the problems which have become canker worms.
Methods: The population of this study consists of randomly selected people in the streets of Lagos and also some female child labourers while cross-sectional survey design was used through the purposive sampling technique to choose the sample size of one hundred and sixty-two (162) respondents. The validated structured questionnaire and In-Depth Interviews (IDIs) served as the instruments for the data collection respectively. The hypotheses were tested using Chi-Square at a predetermined
0.05 level of signiﬁcance. The quantitative data were analysed with the aid of the SPSS (version 20).
Results: The results indicated among others that child labour had signiﬁcant social implications and physical consequences on children's moral behaviour as well as health status in the study area.
Conclusion: The study, therefore, concluded that the government of Nigeria should carry out an enlightenment campaign through the media and religious institutions on the negative consequences of child labour are recommended as panacea. Also, the child right act instrument and its implementation should be strengthened in order to curb child labour in the study area.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1      Background of the Study

The practise of employing children in labor-intensive jobs is pervasive throughout Nigeria. This is especially true in metropolitan regions (Smart, 2021). Labor is a form of commerce in which the seller (merchant) transports goods (goods or goods) from one location to another in search of potential buyers. Children The term "child labour" refers to the practise of a person under the age of eighteen selling goods to the general public (Smart, 2021). Children Child labourers are children who are of school age (at school or selling goods on the street) and who, for reasons of school need, associate the school with economic activities despite the consequences of doing so (Udu, 2021).

Concern was expressed by the government, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), teachers, and school administrators in response to the phenomenon of child trafficking on the streets. According to various studies, children contribute to the maintenance of their families, the acquisition of educational materials, and the payment of school fees by combining their formal education with the operation of street stalls (Johnson, & Ihesie, 2015). It has been suggested in the published literature (Akpan and Oluwabamide, 2010, Shailong, Onuk and Beshi, 2011, Ayodele and Olubayo-Fatiregun, 2014, Clark and Yesufu, 2014); Idris, Yahaya, Sambo, Muazu and Isa, 2014) that parents in Nigeria permit their children to participate in fun activities despite the country's challenging economic climate. An empirical study demonstrates that there is a significant correlation between the professional level of parents and the amount of hyperactivity that children display on the street (Dada, 2013). It is highly unlikely that children's street traffic can be stopped in advance given the current circumstances.

Concerns about the academic performance of children have prompted a plethora of studies in recent years (Iorvaa, 2007, Ashimolowo, Aromolaran, and Inegbedion, 2010, Faruta and Yambuk, 2013, Bosah, Offem, and Obumneke-Okeke, 2015, and Johnson & Ihesie, 2015), one of which focuses on the disruptions that children cause in the classroom. Achieving one's potential intellectually is an essential part of the educational process. It is a measurement of how well students are doing, as well as how effective teachers are and the overall level of education (Mike 2022). One way to define this is the capacity of the students at the school to achieve grades that are at or above the standards set for them. It is commonly held that participation in child hunts is one of the factors that has an effect on a student's academic performance while they are enrolled in an educational institution. Numerous academics, including Akpan and Oluwabamide (2010), Ashimolovo et al. (2010), Ubajaka, Duru, Nnebue, Okwaraoha and Ifeadike (2010), Ekpenyong and Sibiri (2011), and Johnson and Ihesie (2015), have advocated for the enactment of a law in Nigeria that would criminalise the practise of selling goods on the street. This indicates that street vendors who do not have children have the opportunity to focus on working at school rather than taking care of their own children (Smart, 2021). Even though it is preferable to avoid engaging in activities that prevent children from receiving an education, it is not possible to do so if doing so would be necessary for survival in the absence of any other possibilities (Omokhodion, Omokhodion & Odusote, 2006, Anumaka, 2010). Insisting that children from low-income families or children of unemployed parents attend private schools will likely have the following effects: it will discourage enrollment; it will likely result in dropouts; and dropouts will likely occur because of the high cost of attending school as well as the necessity of attending in order to survive (Udu, 2021). It is preferable to allow schoolchildren to engage in income-generating activities during school hours as opposed to not sending them to school (Okpukpara, Chine, Uguru, and Nnaemeka, 2006). In addition, there are individuals who work as street vendors within the school who are more successful in their academic work. Recent studies show that street trading resulted in lower grades for 35.7% of students, higher grades for 31.2 students, and no change in grade for 33.1 students (Johnson, & Ihesie, 2015). In spite of the difficulties that it presents, this suggests that. Students who balance their academic and professional responsibilities tend to have stronger overall performance. This circumstance has nothing to do with the factors that reduce the impact of simultaneously attending school and clearing one's throat (Mike 2022).

When working hours are cut down to a minimum, the negative impact of labour on students can be mitigated (Omokhodion et al., 2006). It is not impossible that the academic performance of child labourers would improve if their parents monitored their schoolwork and regulated the amount of time they spent working. Students have "lab time," also known as "work time," during which they perform various types of labour (Smart, 2021). The timing of assignments and other schoolwork and/or personal preferences may cause this to vary. According to a number of studies (Education Research Network for West and Central Africa (ERNWACA), 2010; Ubah, & Bulus, 2014), the time of day that school-aged children spend working may include: before school hours; after school hours; both before and after school; weekends and holidays; or all of the above. Students' labour time could influence their attendance at school, participation in extracurricular activities, amount of time spent studying at home, and amount of time spent sleeping. These are some of the factors that are known to have an effect on the academic performance of students (Smart, 2021).

In general, the primary objective of this survey is to eradicate all of those aspects of our behaviour in the past that have made our society a byword for disharmony, dishonesty, distrust, and disservice. Additionally, the survey seeks to raise both our individual and collective consciousness in order to enable us to dream big dreams and accomplish lofty goals (Udu, 2021).

To seek out and achieve that which is most virtuous in human nature, to place the utmost importance on and respect the dignity of human life, and, finally, to pursue honest endeavours and to take pride in personal advancement that has been achieved solely through labour. The practise of using children to sell goods while travelling from one location to another is an example of child labour (Umar 2009). It can also refer to the act of offering goods for sale while being carried by a labourer from house to house, along the street, or in public areas (Ikechebebu et al 2008: 114). In the western region of Nigeria, child labour is a veritable means of socialisation, and despite the attendant moral and physical dangers for children, it is widely practised (Ebigbo 2003:103). In Nigeria, the majority of children forced into labour are young girls. Children sell a variety of goods, some of which are edible and others of which are not. These goods can range from food to various non-edible items. Some children have a specific location where they congregate in order to sell their wares. While some move from location to location along the street, others canvass residential neighbourhoods going from door to door (Grootaert and Kanbur 1995:4). Child labourers carry trays of goods on their heads while moving from one street to another in order to sell those goods. The workers who sell items that are analogous to one another walk in opposite directions, whereas those who sell items that are complementary to one another, such as foods and beverages, walk in the same path (Smart, 2021). The youngest of these children are followed by an adult child who also sells a variety of items. This adult child's purpose is to teach the younger children how to calculate or to protect the child from any occurrence. These child labourers yell at the top of their lungs to announce what they are selling in the community in order to attract the attention of intending buyers of their arrival. They do this so that they can make a sale (Mike 2022).

According to what the researcher saw firsthand, there is a significant problem with children engaging in labour in the Ifo Local Government of the Ogun State in Nigeria. According to the person who is in charge of the local community there, child labour has been going on there for a very long time. The primary economic activities consist of farming and trading; therefore, when a farmer harvests crop, he takes from the harvested crops for food consumption during times when trade was conducted through barter. The remainder must be sold or bartered away within the community by the wives and children in order for them to acquire the necessary funds to purchase additional items that are required in the household. As a result of structural shifts brought about by the discovery of crude oil, a significant number of people are exiting the agricultural industry and migrating to urban areas in search of respectable employment opportunities. There is not nearly as much interest in farming as there once was. As a direct result of this, the majority of homes in the modern era purchase items for their children to resell within the community alongside their mothers. Children acquire the skills necessary for future success in the marketplace through these activities (personal observation).

1.2      Statement of the Problem

The number of children engaged in child labour has been increasing at an alarming rate in the society. It is also pertinent to note that observation and experience have showed that the average and well to do individuals look forward to see these labourers to buy things they want to buy or need either internationally or as a result of lack of alternative seller. It is in the light of this therefore, that the researcher intends to know much more about the labourers and why members of the general public prefer to buy their immediate needs from them despite the various government effort to eradicate the immoral practice even though the parents and guardians of the labourers seem to turn blind eyes and deaf ears to both its social and economic implications.

The researcher is particularly interested in identifying the unalterable group of individually perceive their chosen system of trade, possible reaction from some of the force and aggrieved labourers. On the whole, the researcher is very much interested in knowing the kinds of steps taken by the government and the factors that led to their occurrence.

1.3      Objective of the Study

1.     To examine the cultural concept of child labour

2.     To identify the causes and prospects of child labour

3.      To know the socio-economic impact of child labour

4.    To indentify the challenges that come along with child labour and measures government can take to curb or reduce child labour

1.4      Research Questions

The research seeks to answer the following research questions below:

1.      What are the social and economic implication of labour?

2.      What are the possible prospects of child labour?

3.      What categories of people indulge themselves in labour?

4.    What is the government’s position on labour and the labourers?

5.  How does the members of the school community perceive labour and labourers?

1.5 Research hypothesis

1. Ho1: Child labour has no signiﬁcant social implications on children’s moral behavior.

2. Ho2: Child labour has no signiﬁcant physical consequences on children.

1.6 Scope of the Study

The scope of this study will focus on the challenges and opportunities facing efforts to reduce child labor in Nigeria. 

1.7 Significance of the Study 

 The study sought to find out the Perception of undergraduates on the effects of child labour on children. The findings of this study therefore, are expected to contribute to the understanding of situation in child labour and ways of handling it. It is hope that, this study will benefit school administrator, teachers, Parent Teachers Association (PTA), parents/guardians and researchers.  

 To the school authorities, the findings of this study are expected to be useful in planning guidance and counselling to students involve in child labour. To the teacher the findings of the study are expected to be useful in teaching of students. 

 To the Parent Teachers Association, the findings of this study are expected to be useful as adviser to the parents. For example, parents can be advised to monitor the academic progress of their children and provide them supportive environment such as; learning material, enough time to rest, and assistance in home work.  

 To the researcher, the findings of this study are expected to provide information for further study.

1.8 Definition of terms

Child. A child, is a person who falls within the ages of 13 to 19 years old. The word "children" is another word for an adolescent. When a child turns 20, they are no longer  children: they are no longer in that developmental stage.

Labour: to sell goods informally in public places

Children labourers: Children labourers refers to the exploitation of children through any form of work that deprives children of their childhood, interferes with their ability to attend regular school, and is mentally, physically, socially or morally harmful. Such exploitation is prohibited by legislation worldwide, although these laws do not consider all work by children as children labourers; exceptions include work by child artists, family duties, supervised training,

Perception: Perception is the means to see, hear, or become aware of something or someone through our fundamental senses.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

This chapter deals with the review of related literature under the following headings:

2.0 Literature review

 2.1 Conceptual framework

2.2 theoretical frameworks

2.3 empirical reviews

A well substantial amount of relevant literatures on labour is available for review to properly locate the problem under consideration and to unveil the gaps in knowledge as established by scholars.

Banjoko (1996) sees a comprehensive review of relevant literature as essential ingredient for the development of knowledge through research. This chapter therefore examines the related literature on the causes and effects of child labour among children age in Galadima street, Kaduna State. An appropriate theoretical framework was also adopted based on it’s predictive and explanatory power.

2.1 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW

2.1.1 Concept of child labour

Child labour is the offer of goods for sales by going from house to house, street to street by the individuals who engage in this type of trade. In a paper titled “Fight Against Crime” published in the New Nigeria of 22nd April 1985, a onetime Deputy Commissioner of Police in–charge of Kaduna State Police Command, Alhaji Yunusa Isah cautioned that the responsibility of crime prevention is not only a civil duty but also a national one that concerns all. And this is why in the research; parents should work in conjunction with social welfare agencies and members of the law enforcement agencies to check and combat labour so that the society will be free from the hazards caused by the activities of the labour. Still in his paper, the police boss condemned the erroneous belief of the general public that crime prevention was the sole responsibility of the law enforcement agencies and added that to achieved any meaningful success, there must be total commitment and sacrifice by all. Furthermore, the deputy police commissioner said that religious leaders had a moral responsibility of education and conditioning their followers to the doctrines of both Islam and Christianity which imposed the injunction of doing what is good and refrain from what is evil. In addition, he charged the citizenry against emphasis on materialism, pointing out the display of wealth particularly by the elders and the well-to do individuals in the society had neglected efforts on crime prevention, and this is what is exactly happening in our Nigeria of today.

2.1.2 Extent/spread of the problem of child labour among children in Nigeria.

Children are usually regarded as ‘small adult’ which consequently leads to their incorporation into a range of different employment relations. Age, sex and birth order of the child are key characteristics that influence the nature and extent of child labour. Children usually begin to hawk at early ages. Boyden and Bequele (1988:24) support this view when they state a significant number of children that are involved in employing at a very early age of about seven years. Rodriguez (1979: 128) states that children  in the city begin labour as soon as they can get away from home.

A research by Gatchalian (1988: 80) found that 23% of the total sample of 300 labourers in the street of Lagos happened to be below the age of 18 years. Literature shows that the youngest age at which children have been found working is 4 and a half years (Abdalla 1988:32). These children were found selling in traffics. A child’s birth order and gender influences their participation in labour Kidwel (1981) remarks that female firstborns are usually the recipient of both mere parental attention and interaction and of stricter training, especially the they are expected to be more responsible than their siblings. The youngest child does not usually experience the same expectations and pressure as the oldest.

The kind of labour children are engaged in ranges from food stuffs, to package deliveries. (Gatchalian 1988:81) notes that children labourers are mostly employed by their parents, as they can’t afford the services of outsiders.

Most of the work they do are designed for adult’s. The ILO report (1983:12) states that a child development and wellbeing are not considered by most parents, they ignore the fact that a child is not an adult and thus not physically capable as an adult to hawk. In terms of remuneration as indicated by ILO report (1983:12) sometimes children receive no pay because in most cases they hawk for their parents. In the study by Abdalla (1988:33), approximately 60% of the children workers received ages, 36% were paid apprentices and the rest were unpaid family labour who received only some pocket money.

Another aspect of children exploitation has been noted by Dyorough (1986; 46) who highlights the incidence of child labour in Nigeria in economic activities. Boyden and Bequele (1988:24) give reason for children labour to be their cost effectiveness as well as their docile characteristics which creates an opportunity for exploitation. Ebigho and Izuora (1986:6) found out that 50 out of 70 children are involved in labour activities 11.4%were in transporting goods for customers using wheelbarrows and 2.8%attended to machines for grinding local foodstuffs.

Most children are involved in paid and unpaid work which is usually exploitative and jeopardizes their physical and mental wellbeing. Most of the jobs they do are designed for adults not teenagers. The ILO report (1983:12) states that a child development and wellbeing are not considered by most child employers, they ignore the fact that a child is not an adult and thus not physically capable of adult work without it having repercussions. In his study Abdalla shows that labour especially by children can facilitate adult migration to areas of high employment.

2.1.3 The Causes of Child labour among children in Nigeria.

A number of factors have propelled children into labour in various streets. It is not as if the children are not happy to join their mates in schools or say at home and play with their friends but something caused such condition to take place, amongst them are:

i. Poverty: According to Hornby Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary (2000), poverty is the state of being poor. Poverty is a condition where people's basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter are not being met. Studies indicate that most children who hawk are motivated by poverty. The search for money to make ends meet in a depressed economy is obviously one of the major reasons for parent and guardians sending their child or to hawk. Either that the parents do not earn enough money or that they have a lot of children to take care of, which results in leading them to the street to supplement family income. 

ii. Poor family planning: Some families do not adopt and practice family planning; they give birth to more than the number they can cater for because they see children as a free gift of God; therefore, children brought into the world by these parents face difficulties as a result of this. It is not only the children that face hardship but also the parents that gave birth to them. The parents begin to think on how to get support to train the children and end up sending the children to the streets to make money through labour of goods on the streets.

iii. Child trafficking: Child trafficking is one of the principal causes of child labour. Trafficking is defined as the recruitment, transfer, harboring, or receipt of a child for the purpose of exploitation. This is in line with the definition of child labour by The UN convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (2000); 

“the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, of abuse of power, giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person for the purpose of exploitation” “exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs” 

In some countries, women in the cities visit rural areas and meet mothers who they think can easily agree for them to take their daughters or sons to the city where they stay. The poor parents usually think that the persons they handed over their children will take care of them properly without knowing that they have subjected their children to the modern day slavery known as child trafficking. When the children get to the cities, they would be surprised to see that they were trafficked and hence do not know how to make their ways back to their locations (their parents homes). The “business women” usually hand these children to other people who subject them to labour on the streets of the cities. Some of these children were usually raped and exploited while labour on the streets.

War/Death of Parent: When war occurs, children usually go fatherless and motherless; as the breeze of wars come with many killings and bloodshed. When these tenagers lose their parent that cares for them, either through sickness, sudden death or as a result of war, persons who takes care of them may not be diligent as they see these children as not their own. They are most times subjected to child labour as their parents are no longer alive to love, educate, house and cloth them properly.

Illiteracy: Illiteracy in some part of Nigeria, has contributed to high level of child labour by children in the Nation. In some part of Nigeria, especially in the North, there are parents with high illiteracy level. These kinds of parents are bankrupt on the importance of education to nations, because of this, they prefer to send their children to the streets where they will make money for them. The illiteracy the parents of the children suffered from will be transferred to the children because the children do not attend schools when their mates were learning in their various classrooms.

2.1.4 Effect of Child labour on children 

Deprivation of a child’s right to normal life could lead to behavioral problems. Thus, the behavioral manifestations of problems associated with child labour include problems of social maladjustment, moral defect, emotional reaction and insecurity. The children tend to keep bad company and are negatively pressured by peer to engage in delinquent behavior (Hughes,2009). 
Children especially the female folks are exposed through labour to be sexually aware too early in life. In the attempt to sell their wares, children mingle with the touts in the motor packs and in the streets. Some of the female children labourers are lured into sexual relationship that may result into pre-mature pregnancy some may become promiscuous following exposure through labour. As a result of this, females may drop labour and resort to prostitution. Prostitution occasionally results to the spread of sexually transmitted diseases, unwanted pregnancies and subsequent criminal abortion and illegitimate children (lgwe, 1996). Male children labourers learn the act of smoking cigarette and even hard drugs because of the interaction with people of questionable characters while some are exposed to armed robbery business.

Baland and Robinson (2000) found out that these children suffer verbal abuse, low self-esteem and a loss of imagination. Anagbogu (2000) found feelings of inferiority, exhaustion, emotional distress, unhappiness and personality disorder to be associated with child labour. In the late childhood stage (6- 10 years) the age of primary school, children learn at this period by observation (Banda, 2003). It is characterized by the period at which children always play as a natural activity which contributes to their development which give them satisfaction and enjoyment (Ibiam, 2006). It is the time children socialize with each other in the school and in the environment in which they find themselves, they interact with one another and make friends with their mates. 

However, some children are denied the opportunity due to the exposure to child labour. Children child labourers face a lot of emotional trauma and abuse. He is denied of the family atmosphere as he spends his life on the child labour. It may make him/her feel frustrated, dejected, dominated or humiliated especially in the school.

Measures to Control Child labour in Nigeria

2.1.5.1 Legislation Framework

The use of laws has been used to try and eradicate the problem of child labour precisely because it has been successful in industrialized countries. As a result developing countries have also gone ahead to introduce legislation such as setting a minimum age for work, prohibiting children in hazardous activities and regulating children involvement in other less harmful activities.

Below are some of the legislations that seek to curb child labour;

2.1.5.2 ILO No 138 (1973)

This convention sought to abolish child labour and to rise progressively the minimum age for admission to employment or work to a level consistent with the fullest physical and mental development of young persons.

ILO Convention 182, 1999

The ILO Worst Form of Child Child labour Convention (1999) is concerned with banning and abolishing the worst forms of child Child labour. The conference considered that there was need to adopt new measures to ban and abolish the worst forms of Child labour. It took account of previous conventions which include the resolution on child Child labour adopted by the ILO at its 83rd session in 1996, the ILO Declaration on fundamental principles and rights at work and its follow-up adopted by the ILO conference at 86th session in 1998, UN supplementary convention on the abolition of slavery, the slave trade and institutions and practices similar to slavery (1956) the forced labour convention (1930).

2.1.5.4 The Employment Act 2007

The employment act of the laws of Nigeria, section 56 which is cited as employment (children) rules, no person shall employ a child without the prior written permission of an authorized officer: A person who employs a child, or causes a child to be employed without the prior written permission of an authorized officer, whether or not the person is a parent or guardian of the child, shall be guilty of an offence.

ILO Recommendation 190, 1999

This recommendation is concerned with the immediate programmes of action for abolishing the worst forms of Child labour. It was adopted by the 87th session of the ILO conference in Geneva on 17th June 1999. The recommendation focuses on 3 areas namely, programmes of action, dangerous work and implementation of convention 182.

2.1.5.5 The Children Act, 2001

The children’s act is a law enacted to promote the wellbeing of children in Nigeria. It addresses the rights of a child and the role of the government and of parents in protecting these rights. The Act which came into force in 2001, gives safeguards for the rights and welfare of children in their responsibilities in regard to work. It states that children must not take part in war and the government must ensure that children affected by war are helped to lead a normal life. The minister will make the rules concerning how long and where children above 16 years will work.

Compulsory Education

Compulsory education has been used as a precursor to the elimination of child labour. It is viewed as the most effective deterrent to children’s work. Bequele and Jankanish 1991 point out that education has a dual role in elimination of children labourers. First compulsory education with enforced enrolment rate and attendance ensures children are unavailable for work at least during the school hours. Secondly through education children acquire and develop the ability to learn skills to enable them compete in the labour market. Devoid of these skills means that adult will remain locked in the occupations that they have taken up during childhood.

However it is of paramount importance to note that compulsory education does not always lead to an end of children labourers, in some cases children do not attend school and yet they may not be working. Hence compulsory education cannot remove all the obstacles to attendance to school since many parents the decision to keep children out of school is connected with the problems of poverty, the condition of schools, irrelevant academic curricula and inadequacy of teaching.

Citations:

Baland and Robinson (2000)

Banjoko (1996)

The ILO Worst Form of Child Child labour Convention (1999)

2.2 Review of relevant theories

Children labour refers to the employment of children in any work that involves moving about selling items of any kind. It deprives children of their childhood; child labour can also be defined as children labourers as "work situations where children are forced to work on a regular basis to earn a living for themselves and their families, and as a result they remain backward educationally and socially in a situation which is exploitative and harmful to their health and to their physical and mental development. Different theories have different answer to why child labour occurs and the causes of it. Below I will look more into the theoretical explanation of why some countries have challenges with child labour.

human Capital theory
In this theory the main assumption is that people are productive recourses, it is based on neo- classical theory of endogenous growth. It assumes that higher education leads to higher productivity. In this theory the basic proposition is that parents make trade-off when distributing their children’s time, particularly to education and labour. The parent’s decisions are based on family economic and social circumstances. Furthermore, the theory claims that time spent on increasing human capital affects child labour, and that parent’s decision regarding the asset in their child’s human capital alters on return to schooling. It assumes that if the return from schooling is high, then the number of labour child will decrease.

Schultz (1961), argues that education increase labour quality, productivity and income at both individuals and national level (Schultz, 1961, pp. 1-17).

Poverty and Income Distribution
The supply side of child labour has for long time recognized poverty as the major factor affecting the household decisions to supply child labour. However, Blunch et al. (2012) have observed the links between child labour and poverty and has concluded that child labour responds to poverty in the short run, but not in the long run. Basu and Van (1998) have based their theoretical model on the basic hypothesis that parents are altruistic. Their theory is seen as the first formal theory of child labour and is based on two observations: one of them is that families would not prefer to send their children to work: and the second are that most families that do send their children to work are doing so out of dire necessity. The theory is based on the decisions of the families and nor on the potentially exploitive employers, and therefore focuses more on the supply of child labour and not the demand. The theory claims that is adult wages in the household are high enough, and then they can afford to keep their children out of labour. Conversely, if the adult earnings are too low, and the family cannot survive on the adult income alone, then the household will send their children to work in order to add the children’ wages to the adults and then be able to afford the minimal basic needs for the family. However, income distribution and unemployment is not included of mentioned in Basu and Van’s model. (Hindman, 2009:4). Swinnerton and Rogers (1999) criticize Basu and Van’s (1998) and they claim that when it comes to cases where income redistribution or income inequality is in concern, then Basu and Van’s model will only hold if the distribution axiom holds.

Risk Theory
There are different shocks and risks factors that are affecting poor households, these factors are for example unemployment, natural disaster that is related to income like drought and flood, war etc. There can be a income shocks, if the households do not have enough reserve recourses to encounter such shocks. The risk theory claims that these households are more likely to support child labour if they are in a circumstance where they remain unable to borrow for their main consumption need. There is a mainstream in the literature claiming that in extreme cases the household could sell the future hours of their child work to survive the present income shocks. Behrman et. al, (1999) argues that on a macro-level there has been shown that the macroeconomic instability has played a major role regarding the role in the low education attainment. Furthermore, Duryea (1998) concludes that the parent unemployment decreases the likelihood of grade progression among children.

2.3 Theoretical framework

2.3.1 The theory of development of Arnold Gesell (1880-1996)

This is the theory formulated by Arnold Gesell. According to him growth and development in individuals proceeds in an orderly pattern and involve stages that are highly similar if not identical from one individual to another. He believes that development is controlled more by genetic factors than environmental factors. Consequently, he noted that development proceeds in predictable pattern, for instance, a child has to sit before crawling, he has to craw before standing. Even though he recognized the role of the environment as a factor in development, he believes that its influence is minimal. 

           However, labour influence the physical development of a child, whenever a child is sent out to hawk in the environment to alleviate adult burden under harmful conditions that will affect his\her physical health, labour weakens the body.

     Child labourers often feel sick due to long hours of walk under the sun. Child labourers could be raped, they can contact diseases from dirty environment they match on, they can be kidnapped, they can be knocked down by the careless drivers or even killed.  They can be attacked by mad people. The theoretical standpoint is that children are more likely to reach at a certain age before the influence of environment on their development. It appears that child acquire knowledge naturally and automatically as they grow physically and become older provided that they are healthy. 

2.3.2 Social learning theory of Albert   bandura (1977)

           The social learning theory of bandura emphasizes the importance of observing and modeling the behaviors, attitudes and emotional reactions of others. Albert bandura is considered the leading proponent of this theory. He states that most human behaviors are learned observationally through modeling. From observing others one forms an idea of how new behaviours are performed and on later occasions this coded information serves as a guide for action. Social learning theory explains human behavior in terms of continuous reciprocal interaction between cognitive, behavioral and environmental influences. The theoretical standpoint is that people are more likely to imitate this behavior of others if they particularly admire and identify with them. Child follow models for undesirable as well as desirable behaviors. In the school System, the children see their teachers as the replica of their future life style and begin to demonstrate these behaviors which they meet. The teacher should never in any way tell the pupils to do what they (teacher) say, not what they (teachers) do.

          Children acquire the act of labour and their moral standard by observing imitating models. children do what they see other people do such as their parents, older siblings family friends peer group television characters provided that what these people do does not lead to punishment Kohlberg, (1991). Children adopt the standard of behavior and emotional characteristics of people whom they admire and want to like, Ray, (1995) particularly parenting skills are learned by children through modeling. Many behaviors such as cooking, farming, labour cheating and others are learned from parents and friends per groups through observation, faller (1998).

 2.3.3 Theory of intellectual development of Jean Piaget (1964) 

    Piaget described development as a spontaneous which involve the differentiation of the body, the nervous system, the mental and the psychological structures or functions. Development perceived this way is the process o refinement in function, which encompasses the process of growth, maturation and learning. He viewed a child as trying to make sense of his world by dealing actively with objects and people. From the encounters with events, the child moves steadily towards the idea goal of abstract reasoning. The essence of intellectual situations in a logical way, and to organize rules into complex higher order structures. Piaget believed that the child passes through stages acquiring different classes of operations until he gradually arrives at the most mature stage during adolescence. His theoretical standpoint is that child think differently than adults and proposed stages in theory or cognitive development. He is to note that children play an active role in gaining knowledge or the world by exploring their environment. However, labour does not allow children time to read their books and make enquires of their surroundings. Labour children do not have time to do their take home assignment. They do not attend school regularly because they hawk. Children labourers always feel tired in the class and even sleep while the lesson is going on.

2.3.4 Social exchange theory of Edward (1974)

           According to Edward (1974), the theory holds that social behavior consists of an exchange of activity between at least two people that are perceived as being more or less rewarding or costly to one or the other. It therefore, follows from this theory that an activity between people will only continue if it is profitable to both parties, relative to alternative activities. The basic tenet of this theory is that individuals enter into social exchange because they derive reward from doing so. This theory enlarges the behaviorist theory of learning to include the process by which people satisfy one another’s needs and by which they reward and punish one another.

                 This theory views child labour as any form of socialization whereby children are groomed to become thrifty and industrious. Child labour is seen as a way of socializing children into adopting adults’ roles that are rewarding. Moreover, child labour is seen as a form of mutual dependence between adult and children (Achildow, 1980). The theory insists on the need for everybody to participate in economic activities and therefore see it as nothing bad.
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2.4 EMPIRICAL REVIEW

Early deprivation of children girl’s right to normal life could lead to behavioral problems. Thus, the behavioral manifestations of problems associated with child labour include problems of social maladjustment, moral defect, emotional reaction and insecurity. Dantiye and Haruna (2004) observed that child labour is highly detrimental especially among children, physical, mental, psychological, and social development. Also, in a study conducted by Aderinto and Okunola (1998), children submitted that they were made to hawk by maintenance needs. Onibokun (2000) also found that children are forced into child labour by the need to contribute to family income, lack of relevant education that can guarantee employment after training and demands of traditions. Other factors identified as sustaining child labour in some parts of Nigeria by Dantiye and Haruna (2004) include labour as a means by which young attract suitors and a means for raising money for buying items in preparation for marriage for the young labourers. Also, ILO (1998) submitted that 40% of street children are employed as sex workers, drug peddlers, car washers and bus conductors for economic ends.

Children child labour has a negative effect on the level of education attained, school attendance, school grades, literacy, and overall human capital formation (Murphy, Jellinek, Quinn, Smith, Poitrast, & Goshko, 1991). It is also found to results in low school enrolment with developmental and performance implications (Basu & Van, 1998). In another study conducted in Asia, children labourers were also found to negatively affect the educational outcomes of children (Charles & Charles, 2004). In Africa, and particularly in rural Nigeria, it has been observed that children  labour generally have lower school attendance (Robson, 2004).

The physical and health consequences of children girl’s participating in the sales and service sector of the economy have been identified in Latin America, Asia and Africa to include various diseases such as respiratory problems, injuries, rape and molestation, malnourishment, extortion of income, and participation in harmful or delinquent activities, inadequate sleep due to fatigue and long hours on the job, and confinement in children homes (Finkelman, 1995; Ross, 1996).

Children girl’s engaged in trading encounter problems related to their psychological well-being too. Stigmatization by the press and public, feelings of disheartenment, stress and irritability, personality disorders, anti-social behaviour, alienation, and isolation from their family have all been identified (Amin, 1994). Still on the effects of children labourers on the mental health of the child, Baland and Robinson (2000) found that these children suffer verbal abuse, low self esteem, and a loss of imagination and future direction in life. It is also a known fact that children tend to keep bad company and are negatively pressured by peers to engage in delinquent behaviour (Hughes, 2009). One common thread emerging from the synthesis of literature is that children labourers had detrimental effects for children’ health, social and educational well-being.

Ekpenyong and Sibiri (2011) also found that the prevalence of child labour is proliferating and must be addressed as a national emergency situation. Furthermore, 98% of their sample submitted that a compromised socio-economic situation is the bane of child labour in the study region and that street trading is contemporaneous with a number of dangers, including kidnapping, accidents and the influence of negative or criminal peer groups. The study also revealed that street trading has a negative impact on society as it leads to underdevelopment rather than development of the nation in the long run (ibid).

Problems associated with child labour have further been identified by Aderinto and Okunola (1998) to include high potential for accidents, truancy, and exposure to hazards of weather and fatigue. Additionally, Anabogu (2000) found feelings of inferiority, exhaustion, emotional distress, unhappiness and personality disorders to be associated with child labour. In another study, Dunapo (2002) found that labourers are exposed to dangers of being kidnapped, raped, and/or being recruited to hawk drugs by drug barons. He also discovered that young child labourers are prone to early unwanted pregnancy and contracting of deadly sexually transmitted infections (ibid). Both Ewuruigwe (1986) and Akpusugh (1986) have shown in their separate studies that child labour has serious effects on the social development of children. Their findings could be consolidated by the fact that child labourers come to develop attitudes that deviate from normal expectations.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter deals with the methods of data collection which includes research design, area of the study, population of the study, sampling size and sampling techniques.

3.2 Research Design

The study mainly consists of qualitative research work. The primary objective of the qualitative research was to represent data collected through the study of a small number of in–depth cases (O’Leary 2010:105). It was also used for working with a few people who hold answer to the research question rather than working with many people. 

This study adopted the descriptive research design of survey type. This type of design allows the researcher to use a sub set of a population as sample (Nworgu, 2006). It also, allows the use of questionnaire for collection of data from respondents (Fwang‟le, 2015) and attempts to describe all aspects of respondents‟ perception and/or opinion (Nwanna, 1990). The choice of the above research design was therefore considered appropriate in this study because the data was collected from a sample representative of the population who are spread over Ikeja.

3.3 Area of the Study

The study was focused on children laboring in Lagos.

3.4 Population of the Study

The target population for this study consists of random people in the streets of lagos, street hawkes, business owners and parents. the population size of about 1200 was used.

3.5 Sample Size and Sampling Technique

The sample was calculated using the Taro - Yamane (1967) simplified formula for finite population proportions. The sample size for the study using the Yaro Yamane formular. According to Etim (2013), the Taro-Yamane formular is used when there exist a finite population.

n = N/ 1+N(e)2

 n = sample size 

N = population size e = acceptable sample error 95% confidence level and P = 0.05 are assumed

n=1200/1+1200(0.05)2

n=300   

Therefore, the sample size is 300
3.6 Research Instrument

The instrument used in collecting the data from the people is questionnaire.

3.7 method of data collection

The undergraduate Questionnaire (UQ) instrument was administered and retrieved. Data were gotten by interview and through other secondary data source like journals etc.

3.8 Method of Data Analysis

The researcher employed different statistical tools in analysing the data obtained for this study. The bio data obtained were analysed using Simple percentages and frequency table. While the research questions were analysed using:  statistical mean and standard deviation. Mashayekhi, et al. (2014) criterion.

A code book will be designed to facilitate transfer of the survey data into a summary form in the code sheet, this code sheet will be analyzed. The data will be analyzed and interpreted using simple percentage for variables analysed and chi-square for Bavaria analysis, percentage will also be used because it is a statistical measured tool used for descriptive purpose.
Validation of Research Instrument

To ascertain the face and content validity of the instrument, the test item was submitted to Social Studies lecturers in the Department of Arts and Social Science Education and research expert for critique. After making the necessary correction, the instrument was submitted to the supervisor for further scrutiny. The comments and observation of the supervisors was taken care of and then the final draft was submitted.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION

4.0 Introduction

This chapter focuses on the analysis of the data collected for the study. The results are presented in three sections (4.2, 4.3, and 4.4). The result in section 4.2 focuses on the analysis of demographic data followed by the answering of the research questions then hypotheses testing. Summary of major findings is in section 4.3 and discussion of the findings of the study followed in 4.4.

socio demographic data of respondents

The demographic data obtained in the study from people are analysed using frequency and percentage. This is presented as follows.

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Gender

	Gender
	Frequency
	Per cent

	Male
	151
	53.2

	Female
	133
	46.8

	Total
	284
	100.0


Table 3 shows the distribution of the respondents by their gender. Out of the total number of students being questioned, 151 or 53.2% were male while 131 or 46.8% were female. In the distribution male respondents outnumbered their female counterparts.

Table 4 Distribution of Respondents by Age

	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percent

	15-18
	42
	14.8

	19-21
	119
	41.9

	22-24
	123
	43.3

	Total
	284
	100.0


Table 4 shows the distribution of respondents by their age ranges. Of the total number of 284 people being questioned, 42 or 14.8 % were between 15 and 18 years while 119 or 41.9% were between 19 and 21 years and 123 or 43.3% were between 22 and 24 years.

4.2(a) Concepts

The four key words in the part of research topic are social and economic implications of hawing and therefore call for clearer definition. The term “social” means living in groups, not separately, man is a social animal. In a nutshell, it is the relationship between persons who live in the same community as a result of interaction. “economic” on the other hand, means an act or activity designed to give a profit or something connected with commerce and industry. Alfred Marshall, the famous Cambridge economist, defined economics as the study of mankind in the ordinary business of life, that is, in getting a living or in helping to satisfy the materials wants of others.

Furthermore, “implication” means a necessary or presumable inference, not directly declared arising out of acts or words in evidence. Implication is also used in the sense of inference, that is where the existence of an intention is inferred from act not done for the sole purpose of communicating it, but for some other purpose. Thus, if a person orders good to be sent to him he impliedly promise to pay for them finally “labour” in this context refers to goods for sale, by going from houses to houses, street to street by the labourers or individuals who engages in this type of trade.

4.2(b) Scope

For the purpose of this research, “labour” is generally broken down into two principal groups namely; edible and materials things, under the group of edible things being offered for sales are kolanuts, groundnuts, carrots, garden eggs, oranges, bananas, mangoes and cakes. Others include pineapple, food vendors, roasted meat vendors and water e.t.c.

Edible in this context refers to something offered for sale as clothes, plates, kerosene, jewelries, shoes e.t.c this class of make – ups and domestic use.

4.1(c) Causes of Labour

The causes of labour in Ikeja have been identified to be three types namely; poverty, materialism and socialization. However, it was gathered that traditions also contribute to causes of labour in Ikeja, only that the first causes had outweighed this. It is in the light of the above information received during the period of research that the labourers are grouped into three main classes as earlier mentioned above.

Table 4.1: Causes of Labour as attributed by the respondents

	Causes of labour
	Divided opinion of the respondent
	Percentage (%)

	Poverty
	53
	15

	Socialization
	140
	40

	Materialism
	157
	45

	Grand total
	350
	100


Poverty

The researcher was reliably informed that labourers in this group were sent into the occupation by their parents (mostly mothers) in order to make ends meets and to overcome poverty engendered by the unequal distribution wealth and opportunities. It is pertinent to note that it is not the making of the parents of the labourers in this group to see their daughters engaged in this system of trade but as a result of economic predicament which could be responsible for their untold hardships.

The research investigation also showed what the labourers in this group have not time to be engaged in dubious or questionable activities since their parents show them love, devotion and understanding as well as guidance along with constructive direction.

In a nutshell, such parents do not claim to be ultra-liberal and therefore do not leave their children girl (labourers) completely to their fates. Labourers in this group have no taste for section and one easily identifies them whenever and wherever you come across one. One important fact about the labourers in the group is that unlike other classes of at least three times daily in preparation for their prosperous and happy matrimonial homes. The researcher’s enquiries showed that this class of labourers constitutes only 15 percent of the labour population.

Materialism

During the course of research on this topic, the researcher was made to understand that about 45 percent of the total labourers do so for material wealth’s. in other words, the labourers in this class have serious taste for fashion and as a matter of the best to the children girl, labour which is a part of child abuse and neglect, was pointed out by the labour had deprived children girl of the chance of being at school when they ought to and also deny the parents and community the chances of offering the best to the children girl. Labour which is a part of child abuse and neglect, was pointed out by the participants to be antithetical to social development.  The participants also with the believed that lack of adequate care of the labourers made them prove to socio –moral and psycho-emotional decadence, this they said is as a result of the fact that the labourers, physical, social and psychological enegies were not properly channeled.

The participants also stated that labourers are likely to be associated with all forms of vices including delinquency and crimes such as truancy, pick pocketing, sexual and drug abuse the children girl neglected abused and allowed to hawk. It was note that, later it become security risks and pose a great danger to live and properties and to the general wellbeing of society.

Mothers are said to be less well developed than other infants, and so they start out in life disadvantaged. He went further to state that alcoholics and heavy drinkers tend to develop cirrhosis of lives, heart disease, cancer and other cripping or fatal diseases more frequency then does any other segment of the population round all the nooks and corners of Ikeja and this they cannot do without having some goods, how small it may be, to hawk or sell. The class of labourers that constitutes this group are mostly school who are believed to be proud of how many wards they have been to and the number of boyfriends they keep.

They like labourers in the group of materialism also engages themselves in dubious and questionable behaviour because of the motivation and stimulation they receive from their boyfriends. They also constitute to a large extent, the rate of marriage instability within Ikeja, as they always want their husbands to take them on outings and attend social gatherings that they have been used to and such act as seriously against the norms of the society.

Furthermore, the labourers in this class are mostly “bad cook” and hate anything that would take them to the kitchen because they had been left loose to their parents. In most cases, their mother-in-laws have intervene in instance where they fail to measure up to expectation of their husbands. The most shameful part of the story is that, the labourers activities are geared up by their parents most especially the mothers whoa s these labourers for money without necessary questioning them on how and where they got the money from.

Figure 4.3: social and economic implication of child labour 

	Opinion Poll
	Male
	Female
	Total

	
	
	
	

	Number of respondents that agreed on the social and economic implication of labour
	203
	92
	300

	Number of respondents that did not agree on the social and economic implication of labour
	16 (4%)
	34 (10%)
	50 (14%)

	Grand total
	
	
	


From the above table, it is clearly visible that among the 300 respondents constituting 86% that polled in favour of the social and economic implication of child labour, 203 about 50% of them were men while the rest 97 amounting to 28% were the female gender. If one turn to look at the number of the people that polled against the research topic, one will see a clear cut difference between 16 about 4% as scored by the male and 34 about 10% scored by the females. In the final analysis, one is then able to identify that it is only 50 against the 300 about 86% scored by the supporters of the hypothesis of interest.

NB: From the result of the tables, one can therefore conclude that a large proportion of the respondents about 86% agreed that “causes and effect of child labour among children age ” has its social and economic implications, leaving the remaining 14% against the topic, it is patients to note here that more makes were collected in the survey than the female that had only 38% of the survey population.

Table “D” (Ages and Sexes of the Labourers)

	Sex
	8 – 12
	13 – 17
	18 – 22
	Total

	Boys
	4
	0
	0
	4

	
	40
	102
	204
	346 (99%)

	Grand total
	44
	102
	204
	350 (100%)


From the above illustration therefore, it can be seen that under the age group between 8 – 12 years, only 4 respondents agreed that boys constitute streets labour while about 40 respondents agreed that are mostly labourers. From between ages 13 – 17, none of the respondents agree that boys hawks but about 102 of them agreed on the issue of labourers. Under the age category of between 18 – 22, about 204 respondents agreed that are the people that hawk.

4.2   The Social and Economic Implications of Labour

“Labour” which is the offer of goods for sale by going from house to house, street to street by the individuals who engages themselves in this type of trade have been confirmed to have some adverse effects both socially and economically and thereby making it’s implication to be social problems. Social problems are specific to societies and specific to the social condition of societies at a given item. It may be operationally defined as a persistent and widespread failure to sustain the norms of the society which is behind capable of amelioration (Donald, 1973).

From the above statement therefore, the analysis of both social and economic implication of labour is presented below, but first starting with the social implication.

4.2a Social Implications of Labour

The theory of Lumbroso that delinquents are born and that inmate criminal propensities with which they are born in to the world are solely responsible for delinquency has been challenged by sociologists and criminologists. It is therefore the humble, conviction of the researcher that what is currently gaining ground is that delinquents are not born but that they are made in and by the society. It must be confessed that heredity factors do affects personality make up and consequently the propensity to delinquency but consider these as the sole cause of delinquency is clearly an exaggeration.

Some of the social implication of labour are that the labourers lack a positive and satisfactory relationship with parents or guardians as the case may be, because they are fully engaged in labour from down-to-deep night and this affects their normal development, while labour, labourers who are denied the positive venues of gaining recognition and obtaining satisfaction, try to gain or acquire some through negative sources such as stealing, prostitution, cheating and so on those of them who fall victim of being impregnated by their so called customers, boyfriends and sugar – daddies are being looked down upon in the entire Ikeja. To the community, the most shameful thing that could behold a woman in illegitimate pregnancy the shame follows her to her children girl, even to her grandchildren girl who remain socially stigmatized.

Another social implication of child labour is that majority of the labour occupation cannot prepare acceptable food for the family to eat or consume and thereby becoming a nuisance to the husband who would later marry them. History and experience has show that in the most case, their mother-in-law or other appropriate person who could be of help do a lot of them make these labourers become women and prospective housewives.

Socially, another implication of labour is that the former labourers even though they are now married, has no respect for their husbands as they addressed them the way they addressed their former boyfriends. And this in no small way, had contributed to the number of marriage instability in Ikeja, in most cases, these labourers are educationally backward and easily get contracted by sexually transmitted diseases e.g gonorrhea or AID/HIV.

4.2b Economic Implications of Labour

Economically, labour has been proved to have some implication to both the labourers and their buying customers, as the two parties have been observed not to be careful in the spending of money, time e.t.c and in the use of goods in other worlds, they are very wasteful in the management of avoidable scarce resources.

On the other part, the man who buys things from the labourers, they distribute whatever goods they buy to the audience extravagantly just to make a show-up concern and total affection for their labour girlfriends and pretend to be generous while in total scarcity and poverty. Infact this acts put a lot of man in financial embarrassment because they always want to  keep  and possibly increase the pace at which they buy things from their labour girlfriends as a result of the competitive nature of the game.

Furthermore, a lot of married young men fails to fulfill their financial obligation to their wives (who were once probably labourers), because they want to reserve whatever amount of money they control to their girlfriends who are labourers.

At this juncture, it is stated here that a lot of young boys and adults had turned to be delinquents and criminals respectively because they want to fulfill he financial obligations they had assigned on the themselves.

On the part of the labourers that tend to be financially extravagant and buy things that has little or no value to them, the labourers but luxury things like jewelries, clothes that are expensive, cosmetics and so on, so that they will be judge on the based of their attractiveness, their looks, their charms, their sex appeal e.t.c and the number of the admires for a girl to full these, the demands of her role requires or is facilitated by the right types of clothes, use of cosmetics, ornaments, shoes, bag e.t.c. for some  one way of getting these things by stealing and prostitution, and therefore for the , stealing, cheating and prostitute in a supportive activity to the female role.

It is also pertinent to note that a lot of unsuccessful suitors had lost thousands of naira to (labourers) who had earlier promised to be their wives but had their proposal changed by their parents who in the actual act are not aware of such courtship relationship and the expenditure of investment of such a huge sum of money.

Economically, the researcher was told by one of the victim of these labourers that one was in a dilemma if one had regular customers who brought things to one to buy. According to him, these labourers even in your absence would still keep down whatever they sell for you and in your return, you would be informed that this is what happened in your absence. In most cases, he said, one stood the danger of not seeing what she had sold to you, because they have been consumed by your usual audience.

4.4 Test of research hypothesis

 This study had two hypotheses which were tested using Chi-Square test.
4.4.1 Test of Hypothesis One
Ho1: Child labour has no signiﬁcant social implications on children’s moral behaviour in Ikeja 

Table 4: Chi-square test Statistics for Hypothesis One

	[image: image1.png]Variabl
o ltems




	[image: image2.png]1. Exposure
to
prostitution




	[image: image3.png]2.Risk ot
unwanted
pregnan





	[image: image4.png]3. Smoking of
tobacco





	[image: image5.png]+.Property thelt &
burg






	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	[image: image16.png]Asymp.
i




	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 






Source: Researchers' Computation Using SPSS 20.0 Version
by the individual asymptotic signiﬁcance of except the variable item 4. Premised on the foregoing, the null hypothesis one is rejected, which implies that child labour has signiﬁcant social implications on children ’ moral behavior in Ikeja. 
4.4.2 Test of Hypothesis Two
Ho2: Child labour has no signiﬁcant physical consequences on children ’ health in Ikeja
Table 5. Chi-square Test Statistics for Hypothesis Two
	Variable Items
	Kidnapp ing and trafficki ng
	Mentall y retarded
	Sexual intercour se & HIV/AID

S
	Commu nicable diseases.
	Road accident
	Stress, fatigue & illness

	Chi-
Square
	108.584a
	181.282a
	118.839a
	117.658a
	6.450b
	62.248a

	Df
	3
	3
	3
	3
	1
	3

	Asymp. Sig.
	.000
	.000
	.000
	.000
	.011
	.000


Source: Researcher's Computation Using SPSS 20.0 Version
Considering the fact that the respective signiﬁcant levels in table 6 above are within 1% as indicated by all the asymptotic signiﬁcance of 0.00, the null hypothesis two is rejected. Meaning that the phenomenon of child labour has signiﬁcant physical consequences on children’s health in the study area.
4.5   Discussion of findings

As a researcher making use of interview format type of research question, a total of three hundred and fifty (350) interview format were distributed among various categories of people resident in Ikeja, because the researcher was confident that these were the people that are in best position to provide necessary information needed for this work. In addition to make assurance doubly used, the researcher personally conducted verbal interviews with people and carried out observation where possible.

For better understanding of this data analysis, readers are place requested to reflect their memory back to the four table in the preceding pages of this projects. In table A, which shows the age background of the research respondent’s a total of 85 young adults, 28 youths, 73 middle aged persons and 110 old person were sampled or research. However in table B, attention has focused on the sexes of the respondents and a total of 219 males and 131 females were got for this research purpose. The final table on this research while is table D, centred on the ages and sexes of the labourers themselves, under this table, only 4 respondents associated boys with labour while the remaining 346 respondent’s associated labour occupation to only the children alone.

Furthermore, from the available information at the researcher’s disposal, the respondents individually attributed the immediate causes of labour to three principal factors namely; poverty, materialisms and socialism, the elders sampled in this survey also labour in the post but concluded that the modern labour has been caused by the earliest list three factors. The total of 300 persons (respondents) about 86 percent that agreed on the social and economic implication of labour listed pregnancy out of wedlock, disease, economic predicament, delinquency, prostitution, truancy, beyond parental control and educational backwardness as a number of some immediate consequences of labour. Above it all, the pointed out that labour among  leads to marriage instability in their later life, since according to the respondent’s the labourers had got a certain bad exposure that their respective husbands cannot cope with or tolerate.

The later statement could be true because the researcher has every reason to believe that the statement is nothing apart from truth. The situation that exists in Ikeja of today where one finds a proliferation of young married women’s association of flirters is a clear testimony of the truth of the statement, the behaviours of these young married women who made know to their husbands their affairs with some other unfaithful men without due regard to their matrimonial settlings, tends to exceed their husbands tolerance limits and consequently adding to the wave of the social problems in Ikeja.

The above story is justified by an English philosopher, Thomas Hobbes in his book “Lebiathas” where he opined that in the state of nature, man’s life is ‘short, nasty, British and poor”. He described further the state of nature as one where man’s predatory instinct our rides other considered in his quest for material development.

According to the English philosopher, in the state of nature man is a compulsive consumer who brazenly acquires what he need at all costs regardless of the effect on the means by which he acquires his needs affect others.

Thomas Hobbes concluded that is to prevent the chaos that is attendant to such retrace that social contract is enacted between the people and a constituted authority now – regarded as a state. On the whole, in the analysis of this survey data, the researcher is confident that this system of trade has social and economic implication for society since about 300 respondents that account 86 percent of the total number of the respondents entered in this survey did supported the above assertion. The respondents agreed that poor standard of living in the country is a responsible factor for labour and this has been caused by inadequacy of food, they however expressed sadness that despite the government’s efforts and the large investment of the nation’s resources in agriculture, prices of staple food are still beyond the reach of many citizens.

Finally, the respondents suggested that to effectively eradicate hawing in the society so that the society will be free from its consequences, the government most not relent minimum, so that there will be less dependency on others

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1   Introduction

During the course of making research into this topic, the research as reliable told that majority of the labourers lack a positive and satisfactory relationship with parents or guardians, because they are fully engaged in labour from down to deep night and this had negatively affected their normal development. The researcher also gathered during the course of this survey that labourers denied the positive ventures of gaining recognition and obtaining sanitization try to acquire same through negative source such as stealing, cheating and prostitutions.

Furthermore, the researcher was made to understand that adolescent labourers more than others engage in such act as smoking, drinking alcohol, sexual intercourse, cheating and so on. It must be mentioned here that the researcher was reliably informed that some of the labourers slept outside their home due to exposure to negative influence.

5.2   Summary

On the whole, information received from the respondent’s revealed that some parents encourage labour in order to makes ends meet and to overcome poverty engendered by the unequal distribution of wealth and opportunities in the society. Experience had also shown that a larger percentage of the labourers became prone to resisting control especially parental control.

The researcher wish to restate here that a total of three hundred and fifty questionnaires were distributed to the same number of respondents. In this survey, a total number of 53 respondents comprising of 15 percent attributed the cause of labour to poverty while 140 of the respondents about 40 percent attribute the cause of labour to the present day socialization, the remaining 45percent of the respondents that supported a population of 157 attributed the cause of labour to materialism.

In terms of economic implications of labour, a lot of men have been financially embarrassed, because they always want to keep and increase the pace at which they buy things from their labour girlfriends as a result of the competitive nature of the game, furthermore, a lot of married obligations to their wives (who were once probably labourers) because they want to reserve whatever amount of money they control to their girlfriends who are labourers.

On the part of the labourers, they tend to be economically extravagant and buy things that have little or no value to them, the labourers buy luxury things like jewelries, expensive clothes, cosmetics and so on, that they will be judged on the abuse of their attractiveness, their looks, their charms, the sex appeal and so on, and the number of suitors had lost thousands of naira to  (labourers) who had earlier promised to be their wives but had their proposals changed by their parents who in actual fact were not aware of such courtship.

5.3   Conclusion

Labour has been confirmed to be social problem and it’s consequent implications has been attributed to the end result of anti-social behaviours, the researcher had observed that some social problems do not necessarily originated from an individuals but rather, they have cultural believes and labour is not an exception, the researcher was made to understand that traditionally, labour as a system of trade in Ikeja is as old as the first settlers of Ikeja.

In the whole of Ikeja, labour has been socially and traditionally accepted in many social centres, market places working and public places and above all, cultural occasions. As a result of this, the possibility and changes of engaging in anti-social behaviours during labour is left open to individuals labourers and this lead them to problems of prostitution, alcoholism, stealing, abortion and so on.

The deviant behaviours indulged in by the labourers has been identified to be as a result of the pursuit of the values that the rest members of society are running after, but only through channels and means that are unacceptable to the society, as in the view of Robert Merton in his book “Social Structure and Anomie”. It is therefore of the researcher’s opinion that some labourers prostitute, steal and cheat to get money because of the value the society puts on property and they could not acquire this through the normal and honest labour.

A larger number of the respondents asserted that money has become the only visible means by which such enhancement may be facilitated and the desire for it has become so uncontrollable that ethics and morals are thrown to the winds in the bid to acquire wealth so that their taste for fashion could be accomplished.

On the whole, the researcher’s survey has shown that child labour has social and economic implications. Some of which has been highlighted in the previous chapters. It also has three principal causes which include poverty, socialization and materialism, apart from some minor influences which include tradition. It is in view of this that the researcher is obliged to state here that the two hypotheses in this research had adverse social and economic implications in the society.

Furthermore, the researcher found it pertinent to in a nutshell, to redefine the principal causes of labour as being used in this write up, poverty is being defined as the state of being poor and unable to sustain a living on his own. As already seen, the labourers that make up for this system of trade constitutes only 15 percent of the labour population. Socialization as one the cause of labour on the other hand has being asserted to be a process whereby a new member of a society acquire the necessary experience that will make him an effective member of his new environment and is therefore concerned with preparation for participation in group life. The labourers in this category constitutes for about 30 percent of the labour populace.

Finally, materialism is the state whereby some individuals place value only on material things wealth and bodily comforts in order to fit into the society they belong to. The researcher wish to conclude here that the survey had shown that labour’s boyfriends and sugar – daddies have given them a lot of moral and financial supports, they had helped them make a lot of major decisions. They are so much in love that they don’t hide anything from each other. It is unfortunate that regular customers in there businesses, holding firmly that one good turn disserves the other with the philosophy that nothing goes for nothing.

5.4   Recommendations

Just like other researchers, this researcher has a number of recommendations to make in order to put an end to the social and economic implication of child labour. Now that the two hypotheses have being tested during the period of survey and the positive hypothesis carried the day, the researcher is confident that what the research result has shown is exactly the true picture of the whole story.

Moreover, the researcher is of the humble belief that if these recommendations are strictly applied, the socio-economic consequences of labour would turn to a thing of the past. Below are the researcher’s recommendations:

(a)        To effectively eradicate child labour in Ikeja the social welfare office and the social welfare department of Ikeja should be adequately founded by the government and the private organization.

(b)        Parents must give more emphasis on moral rectitude and discipline of their children girl.

(c)         Social workers should be given wider powers to enable them arrest and prosecute any labourers found on the street practiting this system of trade.

(d)        The state government should as a matter of urgency provide the social workers with motorcycles so that they will enjoy carrying out that noble duties, the state government must also provide the social welfare office, Ikeja with a vehicle so that the officials can effectively monitor the activities of the labourers and other clients.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE

Department of Social Development

College of Administrative Studies and Social Sciences

Kaduna Polytechnic, Kaduna

The researcher is a final student of the above mentioned department conducting a research on “Causes and Effects of Child labour among Children ”. You are therefore kindly requested to assist the researcher with relevant data been asked in this questionnaire by completing blank spaces or tick yes or no where applicable.

The researcher will assure you that whatever information provided would be treated as confidential and only for the purpose it be asked for, below are these questions.

1.           Name

2.           Your age

3.           Sex

4.           Marital status

5.           Occupation

6.           In your opinion, what do you think is/are the cause(s) of child labour

7.           State the sex and ages of people that hawks

8.           Is it true that these labourers engage in anti-social behaviours (a) Yes (b) No

9.           If your answer is yes, list some of behaviours you know

10.        Is it true that some of the labourers sleep outside their homes (a) yes (b) No, if your answer is yes why

11.        Do you think that labourers take labour as occupation (a) yes (b) no

12.        Do parents encourage or discourage labour (a) yes (b) no, if your answer is yes why?

13.        What are the effects of labour on children

14.        Had there been any step taken by the government to stop labour (a) yes (b) no

15.        Which of these agencies in your opinion can best control labour 
(a) parents (b) social welfare office (c) police (d) none

16.        How can the agency of your opinion control labour

