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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to examine investigation into the causes and effects of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Specifically, the study  examine the causes of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The study also examine the effect of the Russian invasion on the sovereignty of Ukraine. Lastly, the study evaluate the position of NATO and the U.N on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia. The study employed the historical research design. The findings revealed that the tensions in Russo-Ukrainian relations have shaped over hundreds of years, the major issues that concern the two parties are the ideological differences, the historical interconnection, Russified and undemocratic governmental institutions, limited freedom, corruption, personal interests of the most influential individuals, and many more. The complexity of the underlying causes of the conflict makes it difficult to address it. The precedent set by the annexation of Crimea in 2014 gave rise to the ongoing hybrid war in the East of Ukraine and concerns European states regarding future steps of Russia. Russian maintenance of post-Soviet states and Putin’s quest for uniting the nation seem to legitimize their claims. The study thereby recommend that Russian and Ukraine should deploy a more democratic approach towards ending the war. Mediation from the U.N, European union and the U.N should be allowed in other for the stoppage of the war and to put an end to unnecessary blood shed.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1` Background of the study
The war between Russia and Ukraine, according to Lakomy (2022), arose over a number of concerns. The foreign watchers of the war are concerned about a complicated interaction of ethnic, religious, political, and economic interests. Lakomy (2022), Mearsheimer (2021), and Zwolski (2018) all stressed the European Union's participation in the dispute . It will be required to analyze the conflict concerns, which may be divided into five categories: (1) Russian preservation of post-Soviet states, (2) Ukraine's sovereignty, (3) the status of Crimea, Donetsk, and Luhansk, (4) Ukraine's sense of national identity, and (5) international alliances (with Ukraine being at the center of conflicting ideologies). The Russian Federation has a lengthy history of imperial rule. Much of its society is pervaded by a feeling of superiority and the urge to prove it. The importance of Ukraine for Putin was highlighted by Kriesberg (2022), who noted that it led to "largely manufactured, yet nonetheless widespread collective agreement within large parts of Russia's population about the rightfulness, justice, and legitimacy of Moscow's various territorial, political, cultural, and economic claims toward Ukraine." He went on to say that Russian imperial expansion is "essential to the Putinist regime's support, cohesiveness, and durability." Putin's sadness over the USSR's demise, which he voiced in 2018 at the Truth and Justice media event, mirrors the Russian public's attitude (TASS, 2018). According to a study performed by the Yuri Levada Analytical Center in 2017, 58 percent of the questioned population regrets the fall of the Soviet Union (Levada Center, 2017). Surprisingly, the number of individuals who lament the Soviet Union's demise has dropped just 8 percentage points since 1992. Furthermore, during the last two decades, it has been suggested that the breakdown of the unified economic system and the fact that people no longer feel like they are part of a global superpower are what the Russians have felt most nostalgic about (Levada Center, 2017). It seems that the Russians have been deprived of what the Western Europeans have enjoyed for years. As a result, the Russian government's attempts to retain spheres of influence in post-Soviet republics seem to be an attempt to compensate for this nostalgia by exerting control over these areas(Lakomy,2022). As a result, Putin's actions should be seen as a reflection of Russian society's requirements. However, the degree to which he molds it to fit his own personal goals will be further examined . Nonetheless, it is worth noting that Russia's preservation of post-Soviet republics, such as Ukraine, is an attempt to bring the country together (Lakomy,2022). More so, it is a reaction to Western European powers' eastward expansion. Since 1991, Russia has been repeatedly interfering with Ukraine's sovereignty(Kriesberg,2022). The reasons for the Orange Revolution outlined above, as well as the underlying causes of Euromaidan, are only a few instances of Russian meddling in its satellite state. President Putin would rather have control of a person in charge of the Ukrainian government than have to navigate the complexities of international law or economic ties(Mearsheimer,2021). During Yanukovych's president, the lease on Russia's naval station in Sevastopol (the Crimean Peninsula) was extended until 2042, despite president Yushchenko's prior attempts to seize this strategically and economically important port. The agreement was reached in return for price reductions on Russian gas imported into Ukraine(Mearsheimer, 2021). Hence, many of the oligarchs who dominate Ukraine's economy (it was stated that the wealth of the wealthiest hundred Ukrainians was comparable to 23 percent of the country's GDP (Datskevych, 2019) and have economic ties with the Russian government, banks, corporations, and so on. However, their impact on the current battle will be examined later. The question to be raised now is why is Ukraine's sovereignty under jeopardy now more than ever? Putin ensures that his foreign policy acts are in accordance with international law, or seem to be in accordance with international law(Zwolski,2020). Despite the fact that the majority of UN members do not recognize Crimea as Russian, the peninsula is effectively administered by Russia. The conflict in Donbass is more difficult; yet, the precedent created by Russia's annexation of Crimea calls into doubt Putin's future foreign policy actions in relation to Ukraine and its sovereignty. Hence the need to peruse into the causes and effects of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
1.2 Statement of the problem
Russia has launched a large-scale military offensive on Ukraine, after declaring Donetsk and Luhansk to be independent nations (Allison,2022). It hardly needs to be said that Russia is breaking international law defying the UN Charter's ban on the use of force, the need to respect other nations' sovereignty and territorial integrity, and the prohibition on involvement (Allison,2022). Russia, on the other hand, is defending its conduct with legalese. Some efforts at legal reasoning may be found in President Vladimir Putin's recent statements, but they do not hold up to examination (TASS. 2022). The war itself may be seen as a confrontation between two opposed ideologies represented by the West (EU, UN, NATO) on one side and Russia on the other. The European Union, together with NATO, the United Nations, several nonprofit organizations, and the United States, reflect a liberal democratic posture that Russia sees as a danger to its survival and global power standing (Allison,2022). However, the two separatist republics of Donetsk and Luhansk is believed to being suppressed by the Ukrainian government, and even genocide is being perpetrated against them, as well as the claimed Ukrainian participation in NATO, are some of the perceived causes of this invasion(Allison,2022). hence, the investigation into the causes and effect of Russia's invasion of Ukraine will be conducted in this context.
1.3 Objective of the study
The objective of the study is the causes and effects of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The specific objectives is as follows:
To examine the causes of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
To examine the effect of the Russian invasion on the sovereignty of Ukraine.
To evaluate the position of NATO and the U.N on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia.
1.4 Research Questions
The following questions have been prepared for the study
What are the causes of the Russian invasion of Ukraine
What are the effect of the Russian invasion on the sovereignty of Ukraine?
What is the position of NATO and the U.N on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia?
1.5 Significance of the study
This study will be significant to the government ,policy makers and the citizens, as they will be privy to the reason for the invasion of Ukraine by Russia and also learn from it. This study will be significant to the academic community and history student who may want to carry out a further research on the cause and effect of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
1.6 Scope of the study
This study will examine the causes of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The study will also examine the effect of the Russian invasion on the sovereignty of Ukraine. Lastly, the study will evaluate the position of NATO and the U.N on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia.
1.7 Limitation of the study
This study was constrained by a number of factors which are as follows:
Just like any other research, ranging from unavailability of needed accurate materials on the topic under study, inability to get data
Financial constraint , was faced by the researcher ,in getting relevant materials and in printing and collation of questionnaires
Time factor: time factor pose another constraint since having to shuttle between writing of the research and also engaging in other academic work making it uneasy for the researcher
1.8 Research Methodology
Research methodology deals with the different ways or methods the researcher applied in order to carry out the research as well as the instrument used for gathering the data. There are several research methodologies appropriate for answering the research questions. The type of research methodology used in this research to gather data and relevant information is the historical research and the study will adopt descriptive method of data collection. This will involve the collection of materials from secondary sources, such as books, journal articles, magazines, internet sources, international and national conference proceedings, published and unpublished articles.
1.9 Organization of the study
The study consisted of five chapters. Chapter one comprised background of the study and a general introduction to the work. It included statement of problem of the study, highlighted the objectives of the study, the scope within which the research was conducted is also highlighted. An outline of how the work is organized is also detailed in the chapter one. The chapter two of the study reviewed the examine the causes of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Chapter three discussed the effect of the Russian invasion on the sovereignty of Ukraine. Chapter four evaluate the position of NATO and the U.N on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia and the chapter five is a summary of the major findings with recommendations and conclusion to the study.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE CAUSES OF THE RUSSIAN INVASION OF UKRAINE
2.1
Background To The Russian - Ukraine War

Ukraine is a relatively young state. It gained its independence in 1991 after centuries of being partitioned between Poland and Muscovy and then Soviet rule. It is divided based on ethnicity with Ukrainian majority and Russian minority, Russian and Ukrainian language, and religion, i.e., “Orthodox Ukraine and “Catholic” Ukraine or differences between the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyivan Patriarchate” (Olzacka, 2017, 25). Moreover, because of these long-lasting divisions, the Ukrainian sense of identity is still developing, intensifying the problem. The last official census in Ukraine was conducted in 2001, thus the information regarding Ukraine’s demographics is very outdated. However, it gives an approximation that is necessary to understand this conflict. In 2001, it was reported that there were 77.8 % Ukrainians and 17.3 % Russians. Moreover, 67.5% of the Ukrainian population spoke primarily Ukrainian and 29.6 % spoke Russian (Central Intelligence Agency, 2001).As pointed out by Lakomy (2016, 282), “Ukraine has been an area of increasing differences and tensions, partly inherited from difficult historical processes, and partly developed during the post-Cold War era. It has become a country permeated by conflicting interests and long-lasting divisions.” Due to its dependence, first, on the Soviet Union and, now, the Russian Federation, several issues have emerged and complicated the relations between Russia and Ukraine. While almost the entire Ukraine was controlled by the Russian Empire, there was an important entity that marked its influence on the existing conflict in the Luhansk and Donetsk regions. That entity was Novorossiya (“New Russia”). Novorossiya is a historical region extending from Odesa to Donetsk and up north to Dnepropetrovsk. Russian sense of identity has been developing in these areas since then. Moreover, it led to an assertion among the Russians that the historical region ought to be under their control. The ethnic and linguistic differences were intensified by Ukraine’s long dependence on the Soviet Union and Russia, therefore thwarting the development of a strong sense of national identity of Ukrainians. Furthermore, having a status of a post-Soviet satellite state, even after official recognition of independence, further deepened the conflicting positions regarding whether Ukraine should lean more towards the West (the European Union) or the East (the Russian Federation). Nonetheless, many Ukrainians, especially after gaining independence in 1991, preferred to establish their own sense of Ukrainian identity free from Polish influence in the West and Russian in the East. On multiple occasions, proponents of independent Ukraine stood in opposition to Russian activities that were meant to consolidate their influence on the Ukrainian government. Such was the case with the Orange Revolution in 2004 that resulted after forged presidential elections in Ukraine. For years, the Ukrainians felt that they were denied means of satisfying their fundamental needs, i.e. food, healthcare, and safety due to the despotic and oligarchical control of Russia. Declaration of a pro-Russian candidate, Victor Yanukovych, as a winner of the elections, motivated those who voted for a pro-European candidate, Viktor Yushchenko, to start a series of protests in Kyiv’s Independence Square and other major cities. It was a clear sign that the Ukrainians were fed up with being dependent on Russia. The European Union’s mediating mission led by then President of Poland Aleksander Kwaśniewski was successful to the extent that it provided grounds for settling the dispute within Ukraine. However, as noted by Kamil Zwolski (2018, 182-183), it was perceived by the Russians as a Polish attempt to distance itself from Russia by ridding Ukraine from its Eastern neighbor’s influence. The conflict was resolved by the Ukraine’s Supreme Court, which ruled that the elections were falsified, thus revoking the Central Election Commission’s results. In the repeated elections, Yushchenko won and became the president whose goal was to minimize Russian influence in Ukraine and to cease the oligarchical pressures on the government and its policies.Despite the great hopes of the Ukrainians, Yushchenko failed in fulfilling his promised goals and Ukraine remained under Russian control and oligarchical influence on the corruptible government. Polish initiative and attempts to tie Ukraine closer to the Western Europe, or perhaps, to cut off the Russo-Ukrainian ties, interested the European Union, which had some reservations regarding the Ukrainian European aspirations (Zwolski, 2018, 183). In 2008, Poland’s foreign minister, Radosław Sikorski, and Sweden’s foreign minister, Carl Bildt, proposed the Eastern Partnership initiative that would tie Ukraine, Moldova, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, and Belarus closer to the European Union. Despite some reservations about this initiative, the European Commission (EC) accepted the proposal. It was possible because of the increasing threat exhibited during the Russian military intervention in Georgia in 2008, the election of a more sympathetic to the Eastern issues, president of France Nicholas Sarkozy, and due the realization of the Western European countries that they needed Eastern European support in the formation of the Mediterranean Union (Zwolski, 2018, 185). The negotiations between the European Union and Ukraine aimed at establishing an Association Agreement that would promote the institutionalization of democracy in Ukraine. It seemed like everything was ready for the deal to be signed and the negotiations were supposed to be successfully concluded in November 2013. The Ukrainian society was shocked when progressing relations with Western Europe suddenly got worse and the Ukrainian government decided to focus on the RussoUkrainian cooperation. Hence huge discontent was observed among the majority of Ukrainians, especially those who lived in the West of the country. The re-adoption of the constitution from 2004 limiting the president's power was one of the demands but the reluctance of revolutionaries towards President Yanukovych raised another goal—his resignation. The series of demonstrations against Yanukovych and his decision to withdraw from the Eastern Partnership in lieu of the Russian proposal for better economic relationship was called Euromaidan. It resembled the 2004 Orange Revolution; however, only to a certain extent. While after the Orange Revolution there were still some hopes for ameliorating the situation in Ukraine, Euromaidan should be considered as the immediate cause of the current war between Russia and Ukraine. Putin’s decision to annex the Crimea in March 2014 and then support the pro-Russian demonstrations in the Donbass area led to the emergence of the current conflict.

2.2
Russian and Ukrainian stakes

As it was shown, the conflict emerged around several issues. It is a complex interrelation of ethnic, religious, political, and economic interests that concerns the international observers of the conflict. Moreover, the role of the European Union in the conflict was emphasized by Lakomy (2016), Mearsheimer (2014), and Zwolski (2018). To understand the conflict as a whole it will be necessary to investigate the conflict issues, which can be categorized into five groups: (1) Russian maintenance of post-Soviet states, (2) Ukraine’s sovereignty, (3) status of the Crimea, Donetsk, and Luhansk, (4) Ukraine’s sense of national identity, and (5) international alliances (with Ukraine being at the center of conflicting ideologies). Russian maintenance of post-Soviet states The Russian Federation has a long imperial history. Its sense of superiority and the need to prove it permeates much of its society. Andreas Umland (2019, 38) emphasized the importance of Ukraine for Putin and noted that it led to “largely manufactured, yet nevertheless widespread collective agreement within large parts of Russia’s population about the rightfulness, justice and legitimacy of Moscow’s various territorial, political, cultural and economic claims towards Ukraine.” He added that Russian imperial expansion is “to the support, cohesion and longevity of Putinist regime” (2019, 38). Putin’s regret of the collapse of the USSR that he expressed in 2018 during the Truth and Justice media forum reflects the general mood of the Russians (TASS, 2018). According to the survey conducted in 2017 by the Yuri Levada Analytical Center, 58 % of the surveyed population stated that it regrets the collapse of the USSR. Interestingly, the number of people who regret the collapse of the Soviet Union decreased only by 8 percentage points from 1992. Moreover, over the past two decades, it was indicated that what the Russians have felt most nostalgic about were the destruction of the unified economic system and the fact that people no longer feel like they were part of a world superpower (Levada Center, 2017). It seems that the Russians were thus taken away that which the Western Europeans have been enjoying for years. The Russian government’s efforts to maintain spheres of influence in the post-Soviet states, therefore, seem to attempt to reimburse this nostalgia by having control over these regions. Thus, Putin’s behavior should be understood as reflective of the needs of the Russian society. However, the extent to which he shapes it, in order to serve his personal interests, will be analyzed later on. Nonetheless, it should be noted that the Russian maintenance of the post-Soviet states, such as Ukraine, is an effort to unite the nation. Moreover, it is a response to the eastward expansion of Western European states.

2.3
Ukraine’s sovereignty

Russia has been continuously interrupting Ukraine’s sovereignty since 1991. The aforementioned causes of the Orange Revolution and the underlying causes of Euromaidan are just examples of the Russian interference in its satellite state. President Putin would prefer to control a person who is in control of the Ukrainian government rather than having to meander around the provisions of international law or economic dependencies. That was the case with Yanukovych, during whose presidency the lease on Russia’s naval base in Sevastopol (the Crimean Peninsula) was prolonged until 2042, despite earlier efforts of Yushchenko to take this strategically and economically crucial port. The deal was done in exchange for discounts on the price of Russian gas that is imported to Ukraine. Moreover, many of the oligarchs who control the economy of Ukraine (it was reported that the richest hundred Ukrainians’ value of assets was equivalent to 23% of Ukraine’s GDP (Datskevych, 2019)) and have business relations with the Russian government, banks, companies, etc. Their influence on the ongoing conflict will be discussed later on, however. Why then is Ukraine’s sovereignty more threatened than before? Putin makes sure that his foreign policy actions are in line, or seemingly in line, with international law. Despite the lack of recognition of Crimea as Russian by the majority of the members of the United Nations, Crimea is practically governed by Russia. The war in Donbass is more complicated; however, the precedent set by the annexation of Crimea puts into question future foreign policy steps of Putin in regard to Ukraine and its sovereignty.

2.4
Status of Crimea, Donetsk, and Luhansk
The series of events that directly led to the annexation of Crimea were initiated “on February 27th and 28th [2014], [when] pro-Russians seized important buildings in the Crimean capital, Simferopol, and within days they organized a referendum…” (Blidaru, 2018, 52). The referendum yielded surprising turnout and results with 83% of the Crimean population of which 97% voted “for” integration into the Russian Federation (CBS News, 2014). The Russian campaign was successful because in only three weeks, without the use of force, solely using diplomatic means seized all Ukrainian military bases and destroyed Ukrainian morale. As it was already mentioned, the status of Crimea is still legally unclear. Putin’s concerns about the security of Russian minorities are rebuffed by most governments and intergovernmental organizations. Russia’s claims of the legality of their military intervention and calling a referendum should not be considered as a response to secure Russian minority nor as acting under Yanukovych’s invitation. There is yet much to be known about the details of Yanukovych’s invitation as well as about the presence of Russian military troops in Crimea. The referendum on the status of Crimea triggered other pro-Russian demonstrations, in the Eastern-Ukrainian Donetsk and Luhansk provinces that border with the Russian Federation.Both of these provinces have the biggest percentage of ethnic Russians with 39% Russians in Luhansk and 38.2% in Donetsk (Eurasian Geopolitics, 2014). Moreover, these provinces have the largest, 92.7%, percentage of people who use the Russian language (Eurasian Geopolitics, 2014a). Donetsk and Luhansk are important regions due to their better-developed industry sector and quite rich natural resources. Shortly after the beginning of the demonstrations, pro-Russian groups established self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics. According to Lakomy (2016), Ukrainian domestic divisions constituted the initial source of the conflict. The issues that Ukraine has been divided on are: perceptions of European integration, perceptions of relations with Russia, perceptions of common history, language, and culture, perceptions of the post-Euromaidan government, and ideologies (Banderism vs. communism) (Lakomy, 2016, 291). The leading oligarchs support the pro-Russian groups and along with Russian military support given to those groups they are serious concerns for the government of Ukraine and its current president Volodymyr Zelensky.

2.5
Ukraine’s sense of identity

The need to strengthen the sense of national identity was recognized among the Ukrainians. At the same time, this identity is quite complicated as Ukraine is a multiethnic state with relatively large minorities, especially the Russians in the East. Moreover, it has been a target of many spheres of influence, e.g. Poland, the Soviet Union/ Russian Federation. It was suggested by Lakomy (2016) and Zwolski (2018) that one can understand the formation of Ukrainian identity as a response to the complexity of its position vis-à-vis Poland, Russia, the European Union, and, perhaps most importantly, vis-à-vis itself. Poland would feel more comfortable if Ukraine served as a buffer EU member state between Poland and Russia. Polish initiatives seemed to treat Ukraine instrumentally as a means of increasing Poland’s security. At the same  time, the Ukrainians face Russia’s willingness to maintain its post-imperial state. Thus, Ukraine is divided between its two neighbors and the development of the sense of their national identity is thwarted by this division. Moreover, ideological differences that permeate the Ukrainian society hinder the emergence of a strong and unified national identity. Some people, especially those who live in Western Ukraine, would like to see themselves belonging to the European Union, while the predominantly Russian East feels a stronger attachment to Russia.

2.6
Conflict Theory

Conflict theories are perspectives in sociology and social psychology that emphasize a materialist interpretation of history, dialectical method of analysis, a critical stance toward existing social arrangements, and political program of revolution or, at least, reform. Conflict theories draw attention to power differentials, such as class conflict, and generally contrast historically dominant ideologies. It is therefore a macro-level analysis of society.
Karl Marx is regarded as the father of social conflict theory,[citation needed] which is a component of the four major paradigms of sociology. Certain conflict theories set out to highlight the ideological aspects inherent in traditional thought. While many of these perspectives hold parallels, conflict theory does not refer to a unified school of thought, and should not be confused with, for instance, peace and conflict studies, or any other specific theory of social conflict.
Of the classical founders of social science, conflict theory is most commonly associated with Karl Marx (1818–1883). Based on a dialectical materialist account of history, Marxism posited that capitalism, like previous socioeconomic systems, would inevitably produce internal tensions leading to its own destruction. Marx ushered in radical change, advocating proletarian revolution and freedom from the ruling classes, as well as critiqued political economy. At the same time, Karl Marx was aware that most of the people living in capitalist societies did not see how the system shaped the entire operation of society. Just as modern individuals see private property (and the right to pass that property on to their children) as natural, many of the members in capitalistic societies see the rich as having earned their wealth through hard work and education, while seeing the poor as lacking in skill and initiative. Marx rejected this type of thinking, viewing it as something Friedrich Engels termed false consciousness, the use of misdirection by the ruling class to obfuscate the exploitation intrinsic to the relationship between the proletariat and the ruling class. Marx wanted to replace this false consciousness with something Friedrich Engels termed class consciousness, the workers' recognition of themselves as a class unified in opposition to capitalists and ultimately to the capitalist system itself. In general, Marx wanted the proletarians to rise up against the capitalists and overthrow the capitalist system.
The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles. Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a revolutionary reconstitution of society at large or in the common ruin of the contending classes.
2.7
leaders & interests in the Russian Ukraine crisis

The influence of particular leaders and their interests is crucial for the understanding of the conflict, which is partially fueled by the complex relationship of the involved individuals as well as their personal aims in the conflict. In Russia, Putin is an undeniable leader of internal and external politics. For years, he served in the Soviet army and then affiliated himself with politics. Putin is serving his fourth term as the president; he once acted as president and was the prime minister twice. In total, he has spent over twenty years governing Russia. Putin is seen as a continuator of the USSR with expansionist ambitions. Putin wants Crimea, Luhansk, and Donetsk to be recognized as Russian territories and, perhaps, that he himself is recognized as the savior of Russian minority oppressed on the Ukrainian territory. Putin wants to maintain the Russian position of great power in the international arena, as well as his own position as the great leader of the Russian population. This is evidenced by the constitutional amendments in 2008 that introduced a six-year presidential term and by recent intended constitutional amendments that would allow Putin to run for a president again, for the fourth time. Moreover, the presidential elections that took place in 2018 were initially planned to take place on March 11 but this date was changed to March 18, thus, commemorating the annexation of Crimea. Valerie Sperling (2015, 282) noted that “At the center of Putin’s macho aura is his image as a tough guy who will not allow Western countries to weaken Russia by dictating what its domestic and foreign policies should be.” Such representation of Putin parallels with the divided perceptions regarding the conflict and whether it should be understood as the West’s fault, as suggested by Mearsheimer (2014), or Russian aggressiveness and lack of respect for international law. In 2019, in an interview, Putin said that “there are no common democratic standards” (Barber & Foy, 2019). This emphasizes the difficulty in imposing predominantly Western European democratic ideology on a region that is so divided in its perceptions of such ideology. According to Sperling, “Putin has fused a patriotic nationalism with sexual politics to frame the Ukraine crisis as part of a cultural battle with an amoral and untrustworthy West” (2015, 282). In order to achieve his goals, Putin openly blamed NATO and the European Union for the crisis as they try to contain Russia. Moreover, the use of propaganda shaped the Russian’s perception of their leader: “The Kremlin’s message is that Putin will protect Russia’s national interests and the interests of Russians abroad, as in Crimea- and will do so unapologetically” (Sperling, 2015, 283). That Putin has successfully maintained the nostalgia for the Soviet tradition among Russian society can be observed based on the aforementioned statistics. In 2017, 58% of the interviewed Russian population stated they regret the collapse of the USSR, dropping from 66% in 1992 (Levada Center, 2017). Putin’s firm position in regard to the conflict, his diplomatic expertise gained during the last two decades of governing the country, and his goals of uniting the Russian population hinder the resolution of the conflict. Such a resolution might necessitate a fundamental change in the attitude of the parties involved, yet Putin seems unshakeable, especially granted recent proposed constitutional amendments. While it is much easier to point to a single leader in Russia due to Putin’s long-lasting high political position, the situation is not as clear in Ukraine. The Ukrainians have been dissatisfied with their presidents’ inability to fulfill the election promises. After the Orange Revolution Viktor Yushchenko promised de-Sovietization of the government; however, due to divisions within his coalition, the reforms were thwarted and never implemented to the dissatisfaction of the majority of Ukrainians (Barrett, 2018, 89). The next to come was Victor Yanukovych whom Putin saw “as a pliable agent in Kyiv and helped the Party of Regions to persuade Ukrainians that Yushchenko and his policies were a tool of Western Meddling” thus leading to the election of the biggest enemy of the Western Ukrainians in 2004 (Barrett, 2018, 89). The Ukrainians approved Yanukovych’s leadership and, according to the GALLUP poll (Ray, 2015), the approval rate was approximately 46%. Nonetheless, this approval rate quickly dropped to 29% in 2011 only to remain at the same level until 2013.

CHAPTER THREE

THE EFFECT OF THE RUSSIAN INVASION ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF UKRAINE

3.1
Hindrance To Global Growth And Aggravate Inflationary Pressures

The war in Ukraine has created a new negative supply shock for the world economy, just when some of the supply-chain challenges seen since the beginning of the pandemic appeared to be starting to fade. The effects of the war will operate through many different channels, and are likely to evolve if the conflict deepens further (Menshikov et al., 2017). In some respects, the direct role of Russia and Ukraine in the global economy is small. Together, they account for only about 2% of global GDP at market prices and a similar proportion of total global trade, with limited bilateral trade for most countries. Financial linkages with other countries are also generally modest. Stocks of foreign direct investment in Russia, and by Russia in other economies, account for between 1-1½ per cent of the global total. Consolidated cross-border bank claims by BIS reporting banks on residents of Russia and Ukraine represented less than 0.5% of the global total as of the third quarter of 2021.In one respect, however, Russia and Ukraine do have an important influence on the global economy. This is via their role as major suppliers in a number of commodity markets(Blake, Daniel Keane, Elly, 2022). Russia and Ukraine together account for about 30% of global exports of wheat, 20% for corn, mineral fertilizers and natural gas, and 11% for oil. In addition, supply chains around the world are dependent on exports of metals from Russia and Ukraine. Russia is a key supplier of palladium, used in catalytic converters for cars, and nickel, used in steel production and the manufacture of batteries. Russia and Ukraine are also sources of inert gases such as argon and neon, used in the production of semiconductors, and large producers of titanium sponge, used in aircraft. Both countries also have globally important reserves of uranium. The prices of many of these commodities have increased sharply since the onset of the war, even in the absence of any significant disruption of production or export volumes (Kirby& Jen, 2022). A complete cessation of wheat exports from Russia and Ukraine would result in serious shortages in many emerging-market and developing economies. There would be an acute risk not only of economic crises in some countries but also humanitarian disasters, with a sharp increase in poverty and hunger. The disruption in fertilizer manufacturing risks making these disruptions more long lasting, by putting next years’ agricultural supply under stress. In many economies in the Middle East, wheat imports from Russia and Ukraine represent around 75% of total wheat imports(Kirby& Jen, 2022). Despite the small economic size of Russia, the war and related sanctions are already causing disruptions of a global nature through financial and business linkages. Financial sanctions placed on Russia have targeted selected individuals and banks, reduced access to foreign capital and frozen access to the foreign exchange reserves held by the Central Bank of Russia (CBR) in the Western economies. As a result, the rouble has depreciated sharply, the CBR’s policy interest rate has risen by 10.5 percentage points to 20%, and risk premia on Russian sovereign debt have soared. Delays and difficulties in making international payments are disrupting trade and could result in debt defaults in Russia (Kirby& Jen, 2022). Conditions have also tightened in financial markets around the world, reflecting greater risk aversion and uncertainty, with higher risk premia and currency depreciations also occurring in many emerging-market economies and Central and Eastern European economies with relatively strong business ties with Russia. Commercial air travel and freight are also being rerouted or ceasing operations altogether, increasing the costs of doing business, and many multinational companies have suspended operations in Russia. There are also some possible longer-term consequences from the war, including pressures for higher spending on defence, the structure of energy markets, potential fragmentation of payment systems and changes in the currency composition of foreign exchange reserves. A re-division of the world into blocs separated by barriers would sacrifice some of the gains from specialization, economies of scale and the diffusion of information and know-how. The exclusion from the SWIFT message system could accelerate efforts to develop alternatives. This would diminish the efficiency gains from having a single global system, and potentially reduce the dominant role of the US dollar in financial markets and cross-border payments(Kirby& Jen, 2022).

3.2
creating additional fiscal pressures

Ahead of the conflict, the fiscal stance was set to tighten gradually in most advanced economies in 2022 and 2023 due to the gradual withdrawal of pandemic-related support measures and some discretionary fiscal consolidation. These plans are already being reconsidered in many countries due to the impact of the conflict. Debt service burdens remain moderate, despite sizeable fiscal deficits and higher debt levels, providing room for additional temporary and well-targeted fiscal support where needed, particularly while interest rates remain low (Abbruzzese & Jason, 2022). Immediate spending priorities include the costs of supporting refugees in Europe, and cushioning the immediate effects of the commodity and food price shocks on households and companies through temporary and well-targeted policies. In the medium term, greater investment in clean energy and higher defence spending are both likely to be high on the agenda. The scope for additional fiscal support varies considerably among emerging-market economies and developing countries, with many facing difficult trade-offs between supporting incomes and ensuring debt sustainability and investor confidence. Higher commodity prices should, however, bolster fiscal revenues in commodity-exporting countries, providing some leeway to cushion the shock of higher food and energy prices on household incomes. Illustrative simulations of a well-targeted rise in final government spending of 0.5% of GDP for one year in all the OECD economies show that this could offset around one-half of the estimated decline in output from the conflict without adding significantly to inflation (Abbruzzese & Jason, 2022). Non-OECD economies would also benefit, albeit to a lesser extent, even if they do not have sufficient fiscal space to undertake additional fiscal easing. This reflects the spillovers from stronger demand and trade in the advanced economies. Inflation would also rise due to the demand shock, but to a relatively limited extent.

3.3
Economic and Social Impacts and Policy Implications of the War in Ukraine

The effect of the war in Ukraine on OECD countries, and beyond, will be profound. The humanitarian cost is already extremely high: millions of people are fleeing the war zone. This Interim Report focuses on the potential economic and social consequences of the war. The war is expected to slow the global recovery from the COVID‑19 pandemic and further push up inflation worldwide(Abbruzzese & Jason, 2022).

3.4
The Social Effect Of The Russian Ukraine War

The military actions in Eastern Ukraine led to some social problems that influence the social development of Europe. The main problem is Ukrainian migration. Driven by war conflict people are migrating to other countries looking for a better quality of life (Firoz & More, 2016). So, since 2014 a number of Ukrainians have requested asylum in European countries. In December 2015 there were 1,345 asylum applicants from Ukraine in Europe, in December 2016 their number was 700 (Eurostat, 2016). Nevertheless, such amount of Ukrainians brings the problem of their social support and well-being to the European countries. As for specific areas of migration, the Ukrainian have chosen Portugal, Czech Republic, Poland, Malta, Liechtenstein, Spain. So, the Ukrainians have applied asylum mainly in the South and Eastern European countries(BBC News, 2022). The main reason of this fact is the similar social and economic model of these countries with Ukrainian social economy model (Stukalo & Simakhova, 2018). There is critical situation in Europe with migrants. Last several years their number has been increased. According to European statistics, in 2015, the EU countries with the largest inflows of foreign nationals were Germany (1.46 mln), the UK (0.548 ml.), Spain (0.29 mln) and Italy (0.25 mln) (Hawkins, 2017).The number of people acquiring the citizenship of an EU Member State in 2015 was 841.2 thousand, among them 292.54 thousand migrants from 5 countries – Syria, Eritrea, Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran (Eurostat, 2017). Thus, war conflict in Ukraine creates another critical migration zone in Europe. As in European countries also there are problem of youth migration (Menshikov et al., 2017). The problem of migration of the Ukrainian population to Europe is exacerbated by the fact that in Ukraine the average annual wages are almost 10 times lower than in European countries. Thus, the crisis situation in Ukraine has created a zone of social instability in Europe. Today, cause of the war conflict in Ukraine, there is no possibility for high economic development and raising the standard of living for the Ukrainian population(BBC News, 2022). Therefore, the solution of the social and economic consequences of war conflict is a priority not only for Ukraine, but also for Europe. Another social problem is the appearance of category of internal displaced persons in Ukraine. It is difficult to establish their real amount. However, the official statistics do not reflect the real extent of relocation because some citizens have left the war zone by themselves (moving to relatives, friends, etc. without going through registration). One more huge problem of the Ukrainian ATO (Anti-terrorist operation) area, it is the psychological adaptation of people from ATO region. Ukrainian psychologists together with representatives of government agencies, local government, public (volunteer) organizations and volunteers have carried a lot of psychological support and assistance to citizens who move from temporarily occupied areas and areas of ATO. But it is very difficult to integrate such people to society again, to find them new job or to return to the previous work place. Instability in Ukraine led to a general decline of the Ukrainian population. Thus, since 2014 the number of people has decreased by 500 thousand people. Mainly, it is due to migration and death of people in the ATO area.

CHAPTER FOUR

THE POSITION OF NATO AND THE U.N ON THE INVASION OF UKRAINE BY RUSSIA

4.1
International alliances (the West vs. Russia)

The conflict itself can be considered as a clash of two opposing ideologies represented by the West on one side (the EU, the UN, NATO), and Russia on the other side (BBC News, 2022). The European Union along with NATO, the UN, many nongovernmental organizations, as well as the United States represent the liberal democratic stance that is perceived by Russia as a threat to its existence and the status of the world’s power (BBC News, 2022). The Kremlin seems to be isolated and facing the network of complex alliances attempts to minimize the influence of the Western ideology on former Soviet states, which to a large degree are still influenced by the Russian Federation. Mearsheimer (2014) pointed out that the “West’s final tool for peeling Kyiv away from Moscow has been its efforts to spread Western values and promote democracy in Ukraine and other post-Soviet states, a plan that often entails funding pro-Western individuals and organizations.” On the other hand, there is a Western concern for the respect of human rights in Ukraine, as well as Russia, and the spread of communist and, paradoxically, nationalist ideology in the East of the European Union. Moreover, due to the questionable legality of actions taken by Russia, the conflict seems to be even more complicated as it is ideologically motivated but having disputable positions in respect to the international law not only for Ukraine and Russia but also the post-Soviet states, the European Union, as well as NATO(BBC News, 2022).

4.2
The United Nations Resolution On The Aggression Against Ukraine By Russia

The General Assembly, Reaffirming the paramount importance of the Charter of the United Nations in the promotion of the rule of law among nations, Recalling the obligation of all States under Article 2 of the Charter to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State Parker and Claire (2022), or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations, and to settle their international disputes by peaceful means, recalling also the obligation under Article 2 (2) of the Charter, that all Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from membership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the charter,taking note of security council resolution 2623 of 27 February 2022, in which the Council called for an emergency special session of the General Assembly to examine the question contained in document S/Agenda/8979,Recalling general Assembly resolution 377 A (V) of 3 November 1950, entitled “uniting for peace”, and taking into account that the lack of unanimity of the permanent members of the Security Council at its 8979th meeting has prevented it from exercising its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security,Recalling also its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, in which it approved the declaration on principles of international law concerning friendly relations and cooperation among States in accordance with the charter of the united nations, and reaffirming the principles contained therein that the territory of a State shall not be the object of acquisition by another State resulting from the threat or use of force, and that any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity and territorial integrity of a State or country or at its political independence is incompatible with the purposes and principles of the charter, recalling further its resolution 3314 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974, which defines aggression as the use of armed force by a State against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of another State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Charter, bearing in mind the importance of maintaining and strengthening international peace founded upon freedom, equality Abbruzzese & Jason (2022), justice and respect for human rights and of developing friendly relations among nations irrespective of their political, economic and social systems or the levels of their development, recalling the final act of the conference on security and cooperation in Europe, signed in Helsinki on 1 August 1975, and the memorandum on security assurances in connection with Ukraine’s accession to the treaty on the Non-proliferation of nuclear weapons (Budapest Memorandum) of 5th December 1994, condemning the 24 February 2022 declaration by the Russian federation of a “special military operation” in Ukraine, reaffirming that no territorial acquisition resulting from the threat or use of force shall be recognized as legal, expressing grave concern at reports of attacks on civilian facilities such as residences, schools and hospitals, and of civilian casualties, including women, older persons, persons with disabilities, and children, recognizing that the military operations of the Russian federation inside the sovereign territory of Ukraine are on a scale that the international community has not seen in Europe in decades and that urgent action is needed to save this generation from the scourge of war, endorsing the secretary-general’s statement of 24 February 2022 in which he recalled that the use of force by one country against another is the repudiation of the principles that every country has committed to uphold and that the present military offensive of the Russian federation is against the Charter BBC News(2022), condemning the decision of the Russian federation to increase the readiness of its nuclear forces, expressing grave concern at the deteriorating humanitarian situation in and around Ukraine, with an increasing number of internally displaced persons and refugees in need of humanitarian assistance, expressing concern also about the potential impact of the conflict on increased food insecurity globally, as Ukraine and the region are one of the world’s most important areas for grain and agricultural exports, when millions of people are facing famine or the immediate risk of famine or are experiencing severe food insecurity in several regions of the world, as well as on energy security, welcoming the continued efforts by the Secretary-General and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and other international and regional organizations to support DE-escalation of the situation with respect to Ukraine, and encouraging continued dialogue(Blake, Daniel Keane, Elly, 2022).

1. Reaffirms its commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders, extending to its territorial waters;
2. Deplores in the strongest terms the aggression by the Russian Federation against Ukraine in violation of Article 2 (4) of the Charter;
3. Demands that the Russian Federation immediately cease its use of force against Ukraine and to refrain from any further unlawful threat or use of force against any Member State;
4. Also demands that the Russian Federation immediately, completely and unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders;
5.  Deplores the 21 February 2022 decision by the Russian Federation related to the status of certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine as a violation of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine and inconsistent with the principles of the Charter;
6. Demands that the Russian Federation immediately and unconditionally reverse the decision related to the status of certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine;
7. Calls upon the Russian Federation to abide by the principles set forth in the Charter and the Declaration on Friendly Relations; 
8. Calls upon the parties to abide by the Minsk agreements and to work constructively in relevant international frameworks, including in the Normandy format and Trilateral Contact Group, towards their full implementation;
9. Demands all parties to allow safe and unfettered passage to destinations outside of Ukraine and to facilitate the rapid, safe and unhindered access to humanitarian assistance for those in need in Ukraine, to protect civilians, including humanitarian personnel and persons in vulnerable situations, including women, older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, migrants and children, and to respect human rights;
10. Deplores the involvement of Belarus in this unlawful use of force against Ukraine, and calls upon it to abide by its international obligations;
11. Condemns all violations of international humanitarian law and violations and abuses of human rights, and calls upon all parties to respect strictly the relevant provisions of international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Additional Protocol I thereto of 1977, 3 as applicable, and to respect international human rights law, and in this regard further demands that all parties ensure respect for and the protection of all medical personnel and humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in medical duties, their means of transport and equipment, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities;
12. Demands that all parties fully comply with their obligations under international humanitarian law to spare the civilian population, and civilian objects, refraining from attacking, destroying, removing or rendering useless objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, and respecting and protecting humanitarian personnel and consignments used for humanitarian relief operations;
13. Requests the Emergency Relief Coordinator to provide, 30 days after the adoption of the present resolution, a report on the humanitarian situation in Ukraine and on the humanitarian response;
14. Urges the immediate peaceful resolution of the conflict between the Russian Federation and Ukraine through political dialogue, negotiations, mediation and other peaceful means;
15. Welcomes and urges the continued efforts by the Secretary-General, Member States, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and other international and regional organizations to support the de-escalation of the current situation, as well as the efforts of the United Nations, including of the United Nations Crisis Coordinator for Ukraine, and humanitarian organizations to respond to the humanitarian and refugee crisis that the aggression by the Russian Federation has created;
16. Decides to adjourn the eleventh emergency special session of the General Assembly temporarily and to authorize the President of the General Assembly to resume its meetings upon request from Member States.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMAR

Y, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was on the investigation into the causes and effects of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The study specifically was aimed at Investigating the causes of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, examine the effect of the Russian invasion on the sovereignty of Ukraine and evaluate the position of NATO and the U.N on the invasion of Ukraine by Russia.
5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

The tensions in Russo-Ukrainian relations have shaped over hundreds of years. The major issues that concern the two parties are the ideological differences, the historical interconnectedness, Russified and undemocratic governmental institutions, limited freedom, corruption, personal interests of the most influential individuals, and many more. The complexity of the underlying causes of the conflict makes it difficult to address it. The precedent set by the annexation of Crimea in 2014 gave rise to the ongoing hybrid war in the East of Ukraine and concerns European states regarding future steps of Russia. Russian maintenance of post-Soviet states and Putin’s quest for uniting the nation seem to legitimize their claims. At the same time, Ukraine’s lack of a strong sense of national identity and growing pro-Russian movements further complicate the resolution, which needs to address these issues in order to have functional fundaments to work on. The perceptions of and relationships within the conflict reflect the ideological division of Ukrainian society. It can be divided into pro-Western and pro-Russian groups with both of them having legitimate claims thus requiring finding an agreeable compromise.
5.3
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:

1. That Russian and Ukraine should deploy a more democratic approach towards ending the war. Mediation from the U.N, European union and the U.N should be allowed in other for the stoppage of the war and to put an end to unnecessary blood shed.
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