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ETHNIC CONFLICT AND NATIONAL

STABILITY IN NIGERIA 

(A CASE STUDY OF OBASONJO’S REGIME)

ABSTRACT 

For the country Nigeria, the years 1999-2003 was years of great suffering caused by ethic crises. In the Northern part of the country, the ethnic conflict between the Muslims and Christians was climaxed with the introduction of shaira law in some Northern States.  At the Southern part of Nigeria also a lot of ethic crisis has been witnesses among the various ethic conflict that blew across Nigeria between 1999 – 2003, which has left in its trail unprecedented human, economic, social and ecological disasters. Exacerbating this is the public perception that the government has been insensitive and slow in addressing fundamental issues affecting Nigeria, such as poverty alleviation, resource distribution, infrastructural development and security.  An air of anxiety and uncertainty continues to pervade the Nigeria society despite the democratic administration that is in place. In view of these, this work was carried out to look at those factors that have been responsible for the various ethic upheavals that have plagued the country since the new democratic era. It is believed that these factors which ranges from class struggles, economic inequality and the incompatibility in political and economic allocations have intensified the occurrence of ethic conflict in the country, thereby hampering the national cohesion and stability in the country.  Thus, the resultant effect is the level of underdeveloped and insecurity that is prevalent in Nigeria.


This work was solely undertaken to rescue Nigeria from the strange hold of ethnic conflict.


It is our conviction that we can diffuse ethnic tensions by educating the ruling class and the masses alike on the need to place humanity and nationality above ethnicity and to resist the urge to mobilize ethic sentiments for destructive ends.


For it is only when the country is stable that it will attract investors, since nobody or cooperation will like to invest in a trouble nation.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Our country Nigeria was created by the British colonialist who performed the task of bringing the various ethnic nationalities together in 1914 to form a single nation state, right from creation Nigeria has been a plural society made up of three major groups of Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba, while the minority groups include, Efik, Igala, Tiv, Jukun, Urhobo, Ijaw, Ibibio etc, infact, recent studies puts the figure at about 374 ethic groups (Otite, 1990:26).

Thus, consequent upon the cultural heterogeneity of Nigeria, there has aroused though times of different kinds of ethnic conflict.  This conflict had at times, pitched the Hausa’ against the Igbo’s in a very violent conformation.  The introduction of Sharia legal system in the North them cause serious conflict in some state in the North equally in the southern part of the country, the Yoruba and the Hausa have also confronted each violently.

There are also evidence of the various intra-ethnic conflicts witnessed among the minority groups, like the lfe-modake, TIV, Jukun, and the constant clashes that has become a daily occurrence in the Niger Delta regions of the country.  The various conflicts that have taken place shows  that the unity of the country is at stake.


On May 29, 1999, Olusegun Obasajo was sworn in as Nigerian democratically elected President since 1983 four years into the democratic experiment, Nigeria continues to face economic, political and social uncertainties. Flash points of ethnics communal religions and resources conflict persist the economic environment is unstable.  The Niger Delta crisis has get to be resolute, and environmental degradation in oil producing regions remains a problems. Exacerbating this is the public perception that the government has been insensitive and slow in addressing fundamental issues affecting Nigerians such as poverty alleviation resource distribution, infrastructural development and security.  An air of uncertainty continues to pervade the Nigeria society, thereby negating the maximum utilization of both the abundant human and material resources in the country for the total development of socio-political and economic sectors of the nation.  As Rot child (1969:54) said “ethnic conflicts has a clear chance of following the part to a serious imbalance or disjunction between order and development at any level of the social structures.  

Although, various policies has been made to address the problems posed by ethnic conflicts to the country, both by the colonists and the indigenous post colonial leaders. It seems that their main objectives have been to contain and not to eliminate ethnic conflicts.  This is for the mere fact that the Nigerian state has regularly been part and parcel of ethnic crisis, as a result of its ethnically, discriminatory policies and more specifically because of the ethnic coloration of those who controls or dominate it.  Nigeria is at cross read, ethnic crisis has been a great hindrance to our national stability the consequence of breaking the country are hard to imaging likewise the prospect another civil war which is more dreadful sand (1994:10) asserted that ;the greatest problem of Nigeria nationhood is ethnic consciousness.  This study was undertaken against the background of the renewed ethic groups.  Even in the current democratic government where all is expected to contribute to the overall development of the nation.


In this study, we will try to examine the history and the causes of ethnic conflict in the country, as well as highlighting the positive aspect of ethnic variety identity social cohesion and stability.  We will also look at how to harness the difference and similarities among the various ethnic groups in the development of the nation thereby building Nigeria nation state, where no man shall be oppressed or discriminates on the account of which ethnic groups the come from a nation Nigeria.

In chapter one, we shall state the statement of the problem of this study, as well as the objective, significance, the scope of the various literature by scholars in the study of ethnicity and its conflict outcomes.  Chapter three we shall focus on the research  method in used in the process of data collection in chapter four, we will analyze the data collected and testing it against the hypothesis of this study.  And findings as well as marking recommendations on how best to manage or tackled ethic conflict. In the country for a stable nation, that will encourage the development of the socio-cultural, political and economic structures of our country Nigeria.
1.2
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

Both colonial powers and the ruling class that has succeeded then have used ethnicity for their own ends.  In combination with poverty and shortage of results, ethnic sectarianism has left a trail of destructive violence and even threatened the territorial integrity of Nigeria there is also the problem of leadership lack of appropriate value system and unstable policy all these have been operating a contesting and development.  The manipulation of ethnicity by the Nigeria ruling class has its root in the used ethnic and regional sectionalism to curb pen Nigeria nationalism and to maintain administration emphasized difference among Nigeria rather then similarities.  The official British policy in the North separated the Northern ethnic groups from the Southern counterpart through the hand and native rights ordnance of 1910.  The ordnance discouraged free immigration of Sourtherners to the North.


The Nigeria ruling class who inherited power at independence in 1960, continued this manipulation of ethnic difference for their own selfish interests in the process they succeeded in creating false impression that various politicians of the ethnic groups for which they spoke, and that the struggles of these parties for political dominance represented the struggle of their various ethnic groups for ascendance in society.  The covertly and even openly aided motive ethic symbols and played on negative feeling arising from alleged mass support for their own personal interests.  Under these circumstance the urban-based ethnicity of the past has been reinforced by ethnic communities against one another in an attempt to claim entitlement on an ethnic basis.  This Hausa katat, Jukum – Tiv Kutch, Jukun, and Ogoni –Andoni blood letting are concrete examples, the civil war of 1967-1970.  the dictorships general Sani Abacha and Ibrahim Babangida, the President ethnic mild fires in the Niger Delta and various other part of the country, and present shill cries of marginalization by virtually all ethnic groups in the federation have also contributed for politicizing ethnic decisions

As the most populous black nation in the world, Nigeria is look upon for leadership roles in Africa.  Unfortunately, the various ethnic crisis, that has characterized her history since independence in 1960 till now have once mutal distrust among the ruling class that succeeded the colonialist are the main cause of ethnic crisis in Nigeria between 1999-2003 alone claimed several thousand of lives and properties owned by the citizens has been wantonly destroyed.  The frequency and the violent nature of these conflicts have caused Nigeria residing outside their ethnic enclave to live in fear of the uncertainty about.
The economic havoc, the social disruptions and political instability brought about all these conflicts, undermining the foundation of the cooperative existence of all the 
ethnic groups to enhance national development.  It is unfortunate that in this era of globalization, many Nigerians are still openly discussing with impurity the possibility of dismemberment of the nation through succession.  The recen demand by the people of the Niger Delta, and the South  East for a country of their own goes a long way to show that the entity called Nigeria is in big danger of disintegration.  The relative effect of these entire crisis is the level of underdevelopment that is prevalent in the country despite her 51 years of independence.


The issues of ethnic conflict have elicited much response from some scholars as regards to why the various ethnic groups in the country are inconstant conflict.  It is in response to it this study was undertaken.  We are going to focus on these factors that have been posing a threat to our national stability.  A critical analysis of these factors that the persistent and pervasive poverty of the Nigeria people have impact in ethnic conflicts.  Ringing, poverty creates alienation and socio economic insecurity, which impels people to seek solace in primary group.  The constituency often conterminous with the ethnic homeland candidates wins elections not so much for the issue they stand for but because they are “sons or daughters of the soil.”  Consequently they use ethnic appeal to solicit for votes, they tend to end thus reflect of their respective ethnic groups and promise to end thus reflect. This typically illustrated what happened in 2003 General Election when the Yorubas decided to pitch their tent with Obasanjor not because he is the best, but because he is a son of the soil.  Equally work in mentioning if the factors of anti-class policies of successive government in the country which ensure the dominance of the ethic consciousness which leaves non-class faces such as the ethnicity to dominate the political space.

However, what appears to be an ethnic conflict in Nigeria is an actual fact of a struggle between the ruling class for the nations wealth.  This point was amply demonstrated by Osaghea (1994:12) in the following statement, in relations to Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba, when it come to picking a candidate for presidential election in Nigeria the Yoruba’s may present a United front, but when it come to creating more state or appropriation of government favours, conflict moves to intra-group level of Ekiti, Ejesha Egba, and so on.  The above statement by Osaghea, shows that ethnicity is being used by the ruling class in their bid to capture political and economic power.

This work is simply an X-ray of how the class struggle in Nigeria is reflected as ethnic conflict.  Effort will be made in this work to established the fact that although there is an inter-ethnic conflict each time in the history of Nigeria, these crisis do not constitute as much danger to the unity of the country as the class struggle that keeps them at lane.  The ruling class still uses in the same logic and appeal of ethnic sentiment while in the real sense, they are mainly and concerned with their own interest, to the detriment of a stable and developed Nigeria that can take its place in the committee of developed nations in the world.
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

This study was solely undertaken so that:

1. Aims atreorienting and swearing a sense of awareness among Nigerians as to the  causes of class struggle among the ruling class that breeds ethnic conflicts and disunity.

2. Also, that ethnicity is  simply a smoke screen  employed by ruling class to cover the insidious operation of the classes over the nation political and economic resources.
3. To also educate Nigerians on the need to see national integrity above ethnic sentiment. That the cultural heterogeneity of our country is properly harnessed it will up lift the nation to a status of a developed nation in Africa and the world in general.
1.4 SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

This work is specially intended to cover only the duration of Olusegun Obasajo’s democratic administration of 1999-2007.  The various ethnic upheaval that have been witnessed both among the urban and rural dwellers likewise, the internal ethnic crisis that have accured in this dispensation will make effort of this research work limited by time finance, transport and inadequate information and materials.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY  

The issue of ethnic conflict has been a major obstacle to the eradicative of a stable Nigeria where all the citizens are allowed to pursue the legitimate business in any part of  the country.  As our problem of statement has emphasized there is urgently of the need to address the issue of ethnicity to avert further disaster.


The relevance of this work is that it unveils the implication of class struggle in fermentation ethnic conflict should start seeing themselves as one indivisible nation that should be fighting for development of the ruling class in fighting for development of the ruling class in causing confusion in the nation.  This work will also contributes to the various writings e,g journals and textbooks that have been highlighting on the dangers of ethnic crisis and how to handle it finally, it will help policy makers in the country and the world over to know the root cause of ethnic conflict, so as to explore strategies by which the negative effects of ethnicity could be mitigated in the future. Thus making lasting policies that will obliterate ethnic chauvinism and its consequent effect on national stability and development.

1.6
THEORETICAL FRAME WORK 
Non Maxist theory have often discredited its theory as a heuristic tool of analysis of third world societies, which it is believed that class analysis is not appropriate for two main reasons.  One is that developments have not yet produced as social class as exist under advanced capitalist societies, and therefore, ethnic cannot be a class based conflicts.  The often argument is that even if economic progress had in the process produce social classes, the social structure of the African societies would initiate class conflict in such as way it will not be of consequence for any analysis.  The position as will be suggested later, is heavily flawed by the historical experiences of the incorporation into the capitalist system and subsequently of colonial dominated.  On the other hand, matters are not helped by the excessive reductionism of some Maxist Scholars whom Nnoli (1998:41) labeled as “ultra left.  This scholars sees economic consideration and class interest s constituting the only desideration of political and social actions.  The consequences are that neglect of ethic and religious factors that are non-economic factors.  This neglect arising out of obsession with economic accounted for lack of any serious reflection among the post lening Maxist on issues such a ethnicity.  Debory (1997:30) concluded rather hopelessly that ‘Maxism has no concept of nature as it has only concepts of what we do not determine that is not of what we produce, but what which produces us the conventional wisdom and ideology as epiphenomenon to economic relations which constitute the base or the infrastructure.  It is in this sense that maxism achieved what Ake (1999:38) refers to as the deconstruction of ethnicity; thus as Nnoli (1978) warns us, it is necessary to overcome the one sidedness inherent in both the liberal and the ultra-left Maxist positions. For Maxims history movement interpreted largely in term of economic and not only one.  From the above, we can assert that ethnicity though it is seen as an element of the superstructure, is capable of asserting it relative autonomy in the course of social action.  Therefore, it is in consonance with the principles of dialectics to see that superstructure as a reflection as well as independent of the base.  Given this, it is not convincing they posit that as a theoretical tradition Marxism cannot anticipated a theory of non class social phenomenon, a fact that is above out of recent Marxists concern with such question.

Recent trends suggest an increasing awareness on the part of Marxist Scholars that the ethnic phenomenon legimately deserves illeorizing (Nnoli 2978:66) Munich 1986:10, Solomon 1992:93) shows that there is evidence of a breading of conceptual storehouse of “political economy”, given the massive contribution of Marxism to the study of non class division in the society such as religion, gender and ethnic differences. However, there are two influential Maxists tradition of the question of class and ethnicity that are of direct interest to us, the “relations autonomy model emphases that rather than a reductionism analysis which reduces ethnicity to class or Vice-verse, ethnicity should be seen as occupying a relative autonomy.  On the otherhand, the autonomy models emphasizes that ethnicity serves as an ideological smokes screen always put forward to hide the structural weakness of the prevailing society which our concern here as opposed to historical ethnicism can be understood as enjoying a position of the relative autonomy, it can acquire an autonomous force with some semblance of independence in defining cause of social changes.


Having established the fact that it is the ruling class that manipulates ethnicity for their own interest it is therefore important to return to the historical materialist analysis of the Marxist theory as the starting point in the explanation of the problems of ethnic conflicts in Nigeria.  The picture that emerges at the end, is that ethnicity in all situation is often related to some wider social and economic process and can hardly exist in its pure form or in isolation.  Thus the deconstruction of economic and political power as well as the class interest that sustains these distributions.

1.7
HYPOTHESIS 

This study is presumed on the fact that ethnic conflicts  results mainly from the malfunctioning of social exchange relation and class struggle.  Social exchange relation and class struggle, therefore this work is based on the following hypothesis.


H1:
The inability of the state, to reduce economic inequality 

has encouraged ethnic conflict in Nigeria.

H2:
The inequality in economic distribution has no relation 

with ethnic in conflict in Nigeria.

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS 

In other to avoid ambiguity, some words has been defined to suit their usage in the context of this study the operational concept are ethnicity, conflict and national stability.

· Ethnicity: This refers to a social specific formation that rests upon cultural special practices and a unique set of symbols and cosmology.  A belief to common origins and broadly agreed common history provide an hierarchies, and confirms social identities of both insides and outsiders.

· National Stability: This is defined as the common or characteristics of a whole nation in a state of being stable or peacefully united.
· Conflict: This is an attempt to outwit or completely subdue other individuals or groups by means that may separate from informative order, industry violence.

1.9
HIGHLIGHTS AND MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO’S REGIME.
Olusegun Obasanjo’s Administration/ Regime 


President Obasanjo carried out scores of socio-economic and political polices and reforms during the two tenures he rules Nigeria (may 1999- April 2003: and May 2003 to April 2007).  He articulated undiluted economic, social and political reforms and reconstructions in virtually all sectors of the economy.  They are contained in the National Economic and Employment Strategy (NEES) document, produced by National Planning Commission Abuja (Ugwu, 2005).
Needs: Is a developed strategy to consolidate on the gains of the past and unlock Nigeria dormant potentials, and provide the base for the sustained development of the economy.

A:
Restoration of Fertilizer Subsidy:  By 1997 the Abacha’s regime deregulated fertilizer and other farm inputs, from 1996 down to 1970’s fertilizer and other essential farm inputs were highly subsidized.  When Obasanjo came on board in 1999 he restored 25% subsidy to fertilizer.  This made price of fertilizer that rose from N400.00 per bag to N2000 to come down to N1,600 per bag.
B:
Wage Review: The administration reviews the workers wages and salaries.  Hitherto workers salaries were reviewed from N2,500 to N5,500, this described as ‘living wages” 

C: Monetary / Exchange Rate Policies: Monetary policy in Nigeria has been mainly shorten in perspective aid thrust, but the Central Bank of Nigeria has recently moved to a medium term framework for the conduct of monetary policy.  Despite the fact that obsanjor’s monetary policy was supposed to bring about price stability, inflation has been relatively high.
D.
Universal Basic Education (UBE)

On September 30, 1999, the President of the federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo launched the Universal Basic Education (UBE) at Sokoto State.  Basic Education encompasses primary, Junior, secondary, and Nomadic education as well as adult literacy.  Basic education contends Okeke (2001) is aimed at equipping individuals with such knowledge, skills and attitudes that will enable them succeed in life.
CHAPTER TWO

2.0
LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1
INTRODUCTION 

The numerous cases of this ethnic conflicts in the countryside merely confirms that Nigeria is significantly affected with the internal table problem brings to our attention the tales of fellowship and of sacking of which whole community.  A grim message is conveyed that the national building project in this democratic era is after all in “illusion” 
Conflict

Completely subdue other individual or groups by means that may depart from normative order including violence.  This cases of conflict have not only occurred in our nature as a plural society, but have been organized among class struggle and competition to the detriment of our national stability and development.

National Stability 

This is the common or characteristics of a whole nation in a state of being stable or of peacefully united.
Ethnic Conflicts 
This refers to a social identity formation that rest upon culturally specific practices and a untie set if symbols and cosmology. Ie a believe in common origins and broadly agreed common history provide an inheritance symbols, here events values. 

Nevertheless, certain theoretical position demonstrate enormous superiority our others in codifying much of ethnic behaviours. This is the case as we shall suggest later will the Marxists theory around is achieved and which as price to myth surrounding ethnicity should be organized. The 

 Construction of theory should be informed largely by data available.  As Charles Regimes (1991:35) reminds us, social scientific investigation or the social interpretation of phenomenon essential involves a dialogue between “theory and data” if theory to be derived at the end of the day is to be socially relevant. It is as the scientifically explanation of social phenomenon emerges. Thus to fully grasp the impact of ethnicity in national stability. On starting point therefore, should be examination of the concept ‘ethnicity”. It may appear mandate to the concerned with conceptual problems, but as settle (1994:55) notes, there is the great deal of the concept slippage in the treatment of ethnicity” other writers have complains about the phantom, like quality of ethnicity or the  fact can set as an euphemistic substitute to other appellation indeed as Mafeje (1999:56) disappoint notes that persistence in the use of tribalism to describes same phenomenon of ethnicity makes it impetrative to spell out the meaning of the concept ethnicity.

For total comprehension of the meaning of ethnicity the discussions including theoretical discover that are amendable to it.  We might therefore begins by first verifying the meaning of ethnic groups enter into coveat on thus, we are timely reminded by Mafeje  that ethnicity is not an abstraction from any ethnic group by this it mean that ethnic identify and conscious can exist without necessarily resulting in ethnicity.  Nnoli (2978:5) defines ethnic groups as “social formation distinguishing by command character of their boundaries languages, culture continuity the most important contribute: while for Otite (1990:7).


They are “categories of people characterized by cultural criteria of symbols including language value system and normative behaviour, and whose members are anchored in a particular part oa news table territory” basis of ethnic group identification and solidarity in all situations.  This it is important at this juncture to state the will known fact that all ethnic group are characterized by sub-ethnic identify and hardly exist in a minorities forms.  Such internal divisions are usually based on the existence of minor linguistic.  So give the situation character of ethnicity, sub-ethnic division can become the basic of competition and conflict.


Ethnicity is more generic to multi-ethnic social settings as found in Nigeria as oppose to a mono ethnic society.  It is therefore, more often than not a result of multi ethnic political existence arising as it were from the interaction between and among the different ethnic group.  Otite (1990:28) defined ethnicity as “contractual discrimination by member of one ethnic group against the other on the basis of some exclusive criteria.


Thus, it is important at this point to make a distinction between micro level and macro level ethnicity.


Hectare (1992:32) rational choice model and Vand Bergeim (1992:16) social biological explanation as cited in Egwu (1999:97) stress the micro level (individual) dimension of ethnicity, although they do not deny the fact that continuity between the two, on the other hand, the cite model and other variant of the instrumentalist accounts tend to over draw the groups  dimension of ethnicity.  We can see that ethnicity operate both at the micro and macro level, but is at the later that its activities silence and therefore significant for public policy.


However, for fully understanding of the various discursive genres to which ethnicity can be put emphasis should not only be objectives determinants of ethnic identify to the detriment of the subjective ones.  Indeed the later is as vital as the former, so for as it has implication awareness or consciousness.  As Yinger (1994:20) has perceptively underscore “the members of an ethnic group think of themselves and are thougt by other to have a common origin shares a common culture.  Thus, it is the subjective element of ethnicity that provides the dynamic element of ethnicity; the reason is often a preferred weapon of mobilization and organization by the ruling class.  Sometimes what appears as obvious class may turn out to acquire ethnic expression and tend to be more officious than class.  Francis (1974:61) posit out that it is at this level that the emotional anchorages and symbolism of communal mobilization become more successful appeal of solidarity that the unity of the cross cutting class interest.  So to ignore the psychological aspects of the ethnic question therefore could amount to denying oneself the key to the core of the problem.  Five major characteristics of ethnicity can be deciphered, which any serious analysis of the phenomenon cannot be ignored; first, ethnicity involves contextual discrimination and exclusive practices.  Secondarily, it has conflict generating attribute that pitched one group against the other in a competition for scare resource.  The third attribute deals with authoritative of allocation political power and values.  For this reason, it is a station limit category rather the archaic survival mechanism of the African people.  The fourth attribute is that, it interact closely with other colleague such as class and region.  The final attribute is the situation nature of ethnicity, groups identity, definition and alliance are not fixed or state as all this are contingent on what is at stake, the size options.  The concept of ethnicity is a contested terrain in the field of academic study.  A galaxy of theories ranging from prime cordial land modernization theories, to elite and Maxist perspective exist to explain the phenomenon of “ethnicity”.  However, the classification schemes for these theories depend on the judgments of the analyst Crawford (1994:29) for examples breaks the existing theories into three broad categories.
1. The primodialist and cultural Anthropologist

2. The construct list, whose explanation radically accounts for African ethnicity.

3. The instrumentalist, to which belongs the different various of elite and Maxist.

In specific terms it may be difficult to draw the boundaries between some of the theoretical traditional for example; the premodalist position has both a biological and cultural aspect and may not be distinguished from the socio-biological explanation of Van de Berg he (1992) which seeks kingship as the foundation of ethnicity. It is also true that a particular genore of explanation has several variance that present the entire view point as internally inherent and inconsistent.   This is the case with modernization perspective as will be shown later or the instrumentalist which as suggested above labour variant of elite and “Maxist theories in same way, it accommodate rational choice theory.

As we stated earlier the theoretical framework for this study is the Marxist position on ethnicity.


However, we do not dismiss the fact that the other theoretical positions do shed light on the ethic question.  It is our well considered opinion that Maxism theory is more than any other existing theory provides the basis for codifying most of the behaviour in ethnic crisis.  This can be demonstrated by briefly outing the contribution of other theories in nullifying the problem of ethnicity. 

The firs to be considered is the primoddially cum cultural anthropologist, view point on ethnicity (Geerzi 1963:26; 1993:25) provides perhaps the best account of what the primorilialist cum cultural is all about.  He argues that by “nature humanity is essential responsible for the transformative from incomplete animal to complete animal.”

Thus the cultural which man creates and which furnished standard is the major element in this transformation and therefore becomes primordial given of social existence.

However, two development have prove the fallacy of the modernization theorist, on increase contact among different ethnic groups facilitated by the process of modernization , have height tended ethnic consciousness and awareness rather than writing it down the president of what is attributed to backward societies, where in some instance it has precipated state collages suggest that there is more it than is precipiated  by the modernizations school offers a completely different explanation.  It opined that ethnicity is as a result of competition for modernization suggestion some how that ethnic groups operates as interest groups.  In the sense that they view in competition arising. Out of different interest of scarce public goals.  Bates, (1973:14, 1983:8) and Nnoli (1978:44) concludes that it is a result f this that there is ethnic conflicts.  This school of thought further suggested that ordinarily ethnicity would not be a silent issue except in situation of inequalities. Not only the certain economic benefit are expected to accompany political mobilization along ethnic lines.  The link between structural inequalities and this can provide insight into conflicts that have bed evil Nigeria’s development and stability.

However, this variant of modernization theory is not without which reduces ethnicity to interest group organization have been adequately dealt with by Osaghea (1994:62) and should not delay us here  The useful remark to be made here is that his theory though relevant has little insight to offer into the phenomenon of rural ethnic conflict.  It is therefore important to examine other perspective of ethnicity such as the ‘entire model” the important of this theory cannot be doubted nevertheless, taults exist. One is the ideological character of the theory of “elitism’ on which it is funded.  It draw largely from the ideological opposition on maxist class theory, denying the essential dynamic nature of the class struggle as the vehicle of change and replacing with the political Nigeria in which the elite confront the masses.  Furthermore, as Osaghea (1994:74) argues “it tends to ignore the situational attribute of ethnicity, while at the same time emphasizing macro level ethnicity.” However, for the purpose of our study, the major inadequate of the elite school is that it explains ethnicity fro the narrow interest of the elite.  It makes the masses robots that the elite can manipulates at any given time.  While this school of thought may be largely true, there is a sense in which it is not adequate, that is not inserting the interest of the masses in deserting the interest of masses in determining the causes and directing of ethnic conflicts.

 Another theory work considering in this respect is the constructionist theory.  This theory does not only refute the opposition that ethnicity only refute the opposition that ethnicity is innate to the Africans but goes further to suggest that ethnicity was invented or even manufactured.  This view suggest that invention of ethnicity has a colonial origin so Illor (1989:100), Renger (1984:78) and Egwu (1999-92) argues strongly that African ethnicity was direct product of colonial invention.   It results partly in the need on the part of the colonialist authority for comprehensive and manageable units and partly because of colonial imagination of the African communities.


They opined that prior to colonialism the various African communities were characterized by flexibility and multiple identity which were replaced by colonial revivification of ethnic identities and boundaries.


Thus, for closing the emergency of a civil society which can be trans ethnic, this theory provides a useful insight into the Nigeria situation, where the changing context of political struggle has been undergoing constant changes from region to state as well as local government. It was manifested during this period of Obsanjor democratic administration by a grim message conveyed that the building project in the democratic era is after all an “illusion”.  This cases of ethnic crisis have not only occurred in our nature as a plural society and competition for scarce for our national stability and development. It also manifested during the ethnic conflicts of Hause and Igbos, Efik and TIV, OPC and Oduduwa.

It has been featuring the political process of the country by the following:
2.5. THE CIVIL WAR

Ethnicity contributed to the thirty months fractricidal war fought in Nigeria between July 1867 and January 1970.  The war reduced the population of the country.  Many of those who died in the ward did not die in the battle field but were killed by hunger i.e people died because of in sufficient protein which caused “Kwasioko” and beriberi” in our country as a result of civil war.  The properties of Nigerians were equally destroyed during the war with theuse of dangerous weapons such as bombs, shillings.  The war also reduces the population of Nigerian soldiers.  These soldiers died in the war front while fighting war will young and able bodied Nigeria who could have been used for more profitable development features.
Kano Riot of 1953: The riot that took place in Kano was caused by ethnicity.  A serious riot broke out in the ancient city of Kano in Northern Nigeria on May 16th 1953.  The nature of the riot were closness between Northerners and Southerners and southerners mage up of mainly the yorbas and igbos. The riot that lasted four days clainmed many liues. it were wounded.

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 Non-Maxist writers have often discredited Marxism as a heuristic tool of analysis of third world societies, where is is believed that class analysis is not appropriate for two main reasons.  One is that development have not yet produce a social class as exist under advanced capitalist societies, and therefore ethnic conflict cannot be analyzed as a class base conflict.

The other argument is that even if economic progress had in the process produced social classes the social structure of African societies would mitigate class conflict in such a way it will not be of consequence for any analysis.

This position as will be suggested later, it heavily flawed by the historical experience of the incorporation into the capitalist system and subsequently of colonial domination on the other hand, matters are not helped as “ultra-left”.


This scholars sees economic consideration and class interest as constituting the only desiderata political and social actions.  The consequences are the neglect of ethnic and religions factors that tare non economic factors.  This neglect arising out of obsession with economist accounted for lack of any serious reflection among the post Lenin Maxist on issues such as ethnicity, nationalism and the national question of stability.  Debary (1977:30) concluded rather hopeless that Marxism has no concept of nature as it has only concepts of what we do not determiner that is no of what produce, but that which produces us.


The conventional wisdom, therefore to see the sphere of superstructure and ideology as epiphenomenon to economic relations which constitutes the base or the infrastructure. Ethnicity is then located n false consciousness something used to mask real underlying class struggle or a simple ideological diversion. It is in this sense that Maxism achieved what Ake (1994:33) refers to as the deconstruction of ethnicity.  Thus, as Nnoli (1978) warms us, it is necessary to overcome the one sidedness inherent in both the liberal and the ultra-left Maxist positions.

For Marxism history movement is interpreted largely in terms of economic and class contradiction, but is only ultimate factor and not the only one, Engle’s stated this position quite  succinctly.


The economic situation is the basis, but the various elements of the superstructure political form of the class struggles juristic philosophical theories and their further development into system of dogma also exercise their influence upon the course of historical struggle and in many cases preponderate in determining their form (1982:682).


From the above, we can assert that ethnicity thought it is seen as an element of the superstructure, is capable, of asserting its relative autonomy in the course of social action.   Therefore, it is in consonance with the principle of dialectics to see the superstructure as a reflection, as well as independent of the base given this, it is not convincing to posit that as a theoretical traditional Marxism cannot anticipate a theory of non social phenomenon, a fact that is borne out by recent Marxist concern with such question.


Recent trends suggest an increasing awareness on the part of Marxist scholars that the ethnic phenomenon legitimately deserve theorizingt (Nnoli 1978:68, Munick 1986:10. Salmons 1993:930 shows that there is evidence of breading of the conceptual storehouse of “political economy” given the massive contribution of maxism to the study of non-class division in the society, such as religion, gender and ethnicity differences. However, there are two influential Marxist tradition on the question of class and ethnicity that are of direct interest to us; the relative autonomy models’ the relative autonomy model emphasized that rather than a reductionalism analyses, which reduces ethnicity to class or vice  versa, ethnicity should be seen as occupying a relative autonomy.  On the other hand, the autonomy models emphasizes that ethnicity serves as an ideological screen, always put forward to hide the structural weakness of the prevailing social system.  Thus, it is indeed possible to bridge what appears as a gap between these two models.  Ethnicity as a general feature of a society which is ourconcern here as position of relative autonomy, but as an element of the superstructure, it can acquire an autonomous force with some semblance of independence in defining cause of social changes.  Although, class and ethnicity have separate existence, the point however is that they are but originally linked in the social process and are amendable to ethnic organizations and mobilization.  And knowing that ethnicity as a result of its flexible nature  can co-exist with other type of consciousness without apparent unease because it was cultural and hence based on involuntary as criptions and not no choice it could adhere in both the petty bourgeoisie and proutariate.

  
Sklar (1967:53) in a sustained criticism of the functionalist position linked the emergence and sustenance of ethnicity to the “new men of power’ whose interest is coterminous with the future constitutive interest of the emerging social class.”  However, Sklar (1979:41) elaboration of this question seems to have resolved the riddle posed by this theoretical adversary to the effect that “the prevailing low level of class consciousness makes the analysis for African’s.  He went further to argue that “for Africans, class relations are determined by relation of domination, not production, so collective action may be interpreted as a class action if the effect is to increase or reduce social inequalities and domination of a privilege stratum is maintained,” (1979:534).  The relation of power, domination and oppression therefore, provides the locus for class action in a backward society, like Nigeria.  This a particularly useful in establishing the convergence between class interest and ethnicity in real areas, as witnesses in the Odi massacre in the year 2000 the Ife Modakeke as the Aguleri – Umuleri wars that has been witness in the Obsanjor’s democratic administration, which is the candidate as a site for the occurrence of such conflicts. 

Thus, it is the tendency for what is decidedly class action or what appear to be motivated by class interest to be perceived otherwise that makes Marxist position which takes ethnicity as ideology or a form of fales consciousness relevant for the understanding of ethnic conflict in Nigeria. There is a real difference between a man who uses the ethic ideology in a position of power to exploit his ethic members.


In this, sense, ethnicity serves the purpose of preventing the workers, peasants from identifying their real class enemies.  This position of the Marxist theory makes it the best to explain ethnic conflict in Nigeria particularly and the sub-Saharan African in genera.  Thereby forming the theoretical framework of this study;

There is also an additional advantage of the Marxist Theory, unlike the elite model of ethnicity which focuses,  on the activities and role of a well organized minority who always involve the ethic weapon Marxist class analysis within the framework of material interest of all actors in the ethnic appeal, there is material interest in be served, it could be political or economic powers in contemporary Nigeria society the struggle for power economic opportunities and privileges have informed the inventor to rein rent ethnic identities this has accounted for the dynamic character of ethnic boundaries and complex nature of the conflict in the past.  democratic administration of 1999 – 2003.  This situation is worsened by the fact that the material the ruling class in Nigeria is fragile because it is not achored in productive as its fierce struggle for power is induced by the desire to control distribution rather than production, which is the foundation based of a stable economic development of any nation.


The most useful actors in this process are the ruling class member who defines boundaries among  the various communities in accordance with the changing context of the struggle they reawaken historical memories and prejudices in the relationship between groups which can reinforce divisions within and between ethic groups.  There is at least two major reasons which given validity to our “theoretical framework,” they include the way in which class solidarity is mobilized in national politics, and the nature of pressure which it act on the rural communities.  Class interest are not only articulated at the national level but also extended to the rural area through individual member of the ruling class who simultaneously act as ethnic intermediaries. In this case, even when the interest involved is defined in class terms, it is expressed inform of ethnic bolidatarities because it is the most effective avenue of promoting their political and economic interest.


Having established the fact that it is the ruling class that manipulated ethnicity for their own interest. It is therefore, important to return to the historical materialist analysis of the Marxist theory as the starting point in the explanation of the problems of ethnic conflict in Nigeria.  There is an the interacting between ethnicity on one hand and broad economic objective factors on the other hand.  Non economic factors are nonetheless relevant but more often than not, in relation to the economic.  The picture that emerges at the end, is that ethnicity in all situations, is often related to some wider social and economic process and can hardly exist in its pure form or in isolation.  Thus, the deconstruction of ethnicity would therefore, require a tinkering with the existing distribution of economic and political power as well as the class interest that sustains this distributions.
CHAPTER THREE 

3.0
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Nigeria under the obadanjo’s Regime was choosen as the case study of the work.  The geo-political entity called Nigeria is located  between longitudes 3.E and 140E and latitude 40N and 130N.  Within this spatial dimension are various physical and human forms which provides the functional setting for Nigeria.  Naturally, the pattern of  ethnic concentration between the people and the environmental factors.  These factors include the geological, ecological, and pedagogical topographical and other terrain conditions.  These interaction have themselves produced certain pattern of Geo cultural, adjustment expressed physically in the form of population distribution in the country.  

But due to the time frame for this work, the researcher cannot travel round the large territorial areas of Nigeria to cover the various ethnic groups that makes up Nigeria.


However, in the distribution of the questionnaire, the Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation was chosen as a result of its national character nature.  By this we mean that the corporation was established in the Year 1979, to take care of the petroleum section, of the Nigeria economy. It was established in a way that all the various ethnic groups in the country are brought together in a walking relationship to faster unity among them.  Thus, it is our believe that whatever data was collected from the workers in the corporation will represent the view or opinion of the larger population of the people of Nigeria.  Equality this corporation, was choose because of the level of the people that works in the corporations, for it believed that any worker in the corporation in literate enough to known what is happening there and is able to communicate effectively.
3.1
RESEARCH DESIGN 

Research Design is a framework or plan that is used as a guide in collecting and analyzing of data for a study.  Thus, research design is concerned with how data are collected.

This study is basically a longitudinal survey analyzing the trends in ethnic conflict under Obsanjor democratic administration.  Attempt is made to recognize important variable and the inter relationship as a means to answering the questions addressed by the researcher.

Interview were undertaken to corroborate the selected government prostate quantitative data to investigate, the reason for the observations resulting from the data analysis.

3.2.
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 

The data collected for this work are mainly from two sources namely; the primary and secondary sources.

The primary sources were mainly from interviews, interaction and the questionnaires were administered from both sexes.  In the corporation, the age ranges from 20-29, 30-9, 40-49, 50-59 and 60 above both single and married ones were given the questionnaire.  The essence of administering the questionnaire to this category of people and age was based on the individuals experience and qualifications.  Therefore, it is expected that the person who has reached 20years to 60years and above have witnessed one ethnic crisis or another in his or her life time.  Also, the person must have attained at least the educational level of senior secondary education.


The secondary sources of data collection were mainly from the interview of the works done by previous scholars on the issues of ethnic conflict textbooks, newspaper, journals etc. 

3.3
SAMPLING TECHNIQUES 
The sampling techniques used for this work, was the ‘simple random sampling techniques.  This sampling techniques was used because it enable all the individual in the whole population to have equal opportunity of being included  in the sampling.


It was also used because of it scientific method, time consciousness and accuracy.  This technique makes this work more reliable and valued. Since the actual respondent were selected.  We used these sampling techniques in collecting of data in Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation Port-Harcourt.

3.4
DATA ANALYSIS TECHNIQUE   
since the primary and secondary method of data collection were used, the researcher presented the data analysis in table and percentage from the data collected were raw scores which were classified and regrouped according to the research hypothesis formulated for its.  The sources were later analyzed and reduced to percentages.  This percentage was used by the researcher to accept or reject the research hypothesis.


It was also used because of its scientific method, time consciousness and accuracy.  This techniques makes this work more reliable and valued since the actual respondent were selected.  We used this sampling techniques in collection of data in the Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation, Port – Harcourt Office.

CHAPTER FOUR

4.0
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION 

In this chapter, we seek to present and analyze the data that were collected in the field work.  Like we said in chapter three that the major sources of data collection in this study was through questionnaires and personal interview.


The main aim of this study as we said earlier is to find out how the class struggle in Nigeria in reflected in ethnic conflicts.  Some research questions were drawn up to basically seek answers to the hypothesis guiding this study.  Through questionnaire, and personal interview.

Findings were discussed in relation to the following research questions:-

1. There is a relationship between class interest and ethnic conflicts in Nigeria.

2. The inability of the state, to reduce inequality has encouraged ethnic conflict.

3. The incompatibity between political and economic allocation have often resulted in ethic hostilities.

The first part of the instruments provides demographic data for the study.  The second, part contains the major item for the study and the responses to each were calculated and presented in tables.


This tables is designed to show the frequency and percentage of findings in the relevant section.  Table 1,2 and 3 for example contains the summary of the demographic data. 

In table 1, data are concerned with gender.
There are about 55 males and 45 females making 100a total  of 100 respondents whom the questionnaire were administered to, and their response were found to be contact.  Also, the analysis was supported by personal interview.  Table 2, summarized the age group used.  All the age used in the questionnaire distribution and persona properties are considered to be occupation of respondents.

Demographic Table One   RESPONDENTS SEX DISTRIBUTION
	Sex 
	No. Of Respondent 
	Percentage 

	Males 

Female 
	55

45
	65

35

	Total 
	100
	100


Demographic Table TWO RESPONDENTS AGE DISTRIBUTION
	Age
	No. Of Respondent 
	Percentage 

	20-59

60 and above 
	80
20
	75
25

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: The Researcher Field work 
Demographic Table Three 

Respondent Occupation 
	famers
	No. Of Respondent 
	Percentage 

	professional 

civil servant 
	-

100
	-

100

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: The Research Field work 

Analysis of Hypothesis 1, based on data collected on question 6.  The inability of the state to reduced economic inequalities has encourage ethic conflict.
Table One   

	No. of Respondent 
	Yes
	No
	Percentage 

	100
	65/100x100/1
	35/100x100/1
	

	Total 
	65
	35
	100


Source: The researchers Field work 

To answer research hypothesis 1, question 6 on the questionnaire was applied.  From the table above on hypothesis 1 it can be said that the ability of the state to reduce economic inequality has encouraged ethnic conflict in the country.  While on the other hand, 35 respondent or 35% disagreed wit the hypothesis.


To prevent poverty in the country which was responsible for various agitation made the area the hottest in terms of ethnic conflict that have occurred in this democratic era.  Otite and Albert collaborated this when they said that “the poor masses are the one’s that are easily manipulated for formatting troubles” (2000:65).


The inability of state to reduce economic inequalities has not encourage ethnic conflict.

Table Two

Table Two
	No. of Respondent 
	Yes
	No
	Percentage 

	100
	45%x100/1
	55/100x100/1
	

	Total 
	45
	55
	100


Source: The Research Field work 

It can be said that 55 respondent or 55% disagreed that the inability of a state to reduce economic inequality has not encouraged ethic conflict in the country, while on 45 or 45% respondent agreed.


To prevent poverty in the country was not responsible for the various agitation made the area the hottest in terms of ethnic conflict that have occurred in this democratic era. 

Thus, it can be said that ethnic conflicts also occurs as a result of the economic inequalities that is prevalent in the country.  Thus, opinions were also supported by those, interviewed by the researchers hypothesis 2, based on data collected on question 8.


There is a relationship between class interest and ethnic conflict in Nigeria.

Table three 

Table THREEE
	No. of Respondent 
	Yes
	No
	Percentage 

	100
	75/100x100/1
	25/100x100/1
	

	Total 
	75
	35
	100


Source: The Researcher Field work 

To answer researcher hypothesis 2, question 8 on questionnaire was applied on these ethnic crisis that revoked Ogbakiri two in River state, in 2002.  the crisis resulted from power tussle  between two groups in the area.  The ruling clsss in this two groups mobilize followers to resist the dormancy of the other groups.  Thus, requestingin the ethnic crisis that paralysis human activities in that area..


Thus, from the above table of hypothesis 2, question 8 can be seen that 75 respondents or 75% of the sample population agreed that, this relationship between class interest and ethnic conflict in Nigeria cannot be completed without references to the class situation (1986:109).


There is no relationship between class interest and ethnic conflict in Nigeria.

Table FOUR 
Table FOUR
	No. of Respondent 
	Yes
	No
	Percentage 

	100
	35/100x100/1
	65/100x100/1
	

	Total 
	35
	65
	100


Source: The Researcher Field work 

 From the above table of hypothesis 2, it can be seen that 65 respondent or 65% of the sample population disagreed that there is no relationship between class interest and ethnic conflict in Nigeria.

Therefore, to answer the researcher hypothesis 4, it can be said that class interest are fought in form of ethnic conflict to the detriment of our nations stability and development.  Thus, position was also supported by those whom the researcher interviewed personally.


Hypothesis 3, Based on data collected on question 7.  The incompatibility between political and economic allocation have often resulted in ethnic hostilities.

Table FIVE
Table FIVE
	No. of Respondent 
	Yes
	No
	Percentage 

	100
	80/100x100/1
	20/100x100/1
	

	Total 
	80
	20
	100


Source: The Research Field work 

 To answer researcher hypothesis 1, the question of the questionnaire was applied.

From the table above on hypothesis 1, it can be said that 80 respondent or 80% agreed with.  The hypothesis, while on the other hand 20 respondent or 20% disagreed with the statement.


Therefore, to answer research hypothesis 3, it can be said that ethnic hostilities are also as a result of the political and economic incompatibility in the country.  This position was supported by Osaghea who asserted that the various ethnic conflict that have occurred in Nigeria can be located with the axis of political power and economic rescue allocation (1997:65) equally these interviewed by the researcher also supported this view.

CHAPTER FIVE 

5.0
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

51.
SUMMARY 

The various cases presented in this study provides a clear indication that Nigeria seems to have experienced a dramatic escalation in number and intensity of ethnic conflict, during Obsanjors democratic regime, marked by economic failure and social  dislocation.  While much of the known and studied cases of ethnic conflict are confined to the urban area and which has continued to be significant, the phenomenon of ethnic conflicts in rural area gives an indication of various management policies, which have attempted to address it.

This study was guided by desire to elicit from respondents their own view on how to successfully manage the ethnic conflict.  In order to has be able to elicit appropriate responses it was necessary to first ask the people their view about the causes of the problem in the first place.  The overwhelming views have been that over the past years, the colonialist, the ruling class who replaced them, the military who ousted the latter and the civilian who retook power from the military have constantly manipulated the differences among the ethnic formulations for their own selfish interest fuelled by greed by greed.  It was also agreed that the grinding level of poverty in the country is enroller cause of ethnic crisis, coupled with the incompatibility in political and economic allocation in the nation.


Many respondents are of the opinion that shifting emphasis to gender relation would lessen ethic divided and released, bottled up energy for socio-economic progress. However, the reduction of poverty, nurturing of gender, youth and class consciousness and the promotion of civil society organization are the challenges that those wish to diffuse ethnic conflict must be able to confront.
5.2
CONCLUSION 

Ethnicity as an independent variable is very difficult to ascertain in Nigeria.  This is because ethnicity is often compounded by other factors, like class interest as well as the idiosyncrasy of the ruling class.


From our main discussion, it is evident that ethnicity is still being used by the ruling class in their bid to capture economic and political power, and lack of concrete public policy meant to de-escalate ethnicity has failed.


There are two, but related dimension to this poverty of public policy.  At one level, it is expressed in the ambivalence or even the absence of the political will be compacting the problem of negative ethnicity.  This as we demonstrated above, is related to the public exhortations of leading members of the ruling class on the desire for unity and integration, and the simultaneously pursuit of divisive policies such as quota system and federal character.  At the other level, is a clear indication of conflict and how they can be managed?  Explanation hardly underscores the material basis of these conflicts.  Although in some instances, the historical basis is appreciated the changing socio-economic context are seldom factored in.  this rather than articulating a policy response that is firmly anchored on the underlay factors, emphasis has been on modernizing the police and establishing new coercive apparatuses to ensure combat readiness in dealing with periodic violent outburst.


However, the problem associated with the approach to the management of ethnic conflict are numerous apart  from the severe cases of human right violation in such a repressive measure as we witnessed in Odi Rivers state in the year 2000 is the ineffectiveness of the security apparatus which are themselves riddled with ethnic contradictions.  


Therefore, in order to adequately addressed the ethnic conflict and to curtail its destabilizing nature in the nations development, the following needs must be applied.  The need to integrates the poor masses into active politics on non-ethnic basis.  This will help in reducing poverty on a massive scale, and soothing the pair of the structural adjustment programmer.

Also, emphasis should shift from the distribution of the national cake to the production of the cake and from emphasis on distribution of cake along ethnic lines to its distribution along lines of the level of contribution to social production gender, age among others.  The state should be less oppressive of the ethnic minorities and be more oriented to dialogue and consensus building. The state should be able to build a culture of tolerance, trust and dialogue in a inter-ethnic relation. By discouraging the tendency towards succession of re-integrating the Igbo’s into political and military life of the nation as well as regaining the confidence of the ethnic groups in the Niger Delta.

5.3
RECOMMENDATION   
The issue of ethnic conflict in Nigeria as we have earlier stated in this study, has impacted negatively in the realization of a stable and developed nations state.  However, there is urgent need therefore to put in place recommendation which can significantly reduce tension, and ensures, les human cost even under the condition of competition for resources in our heterogeneously constituted country.


We seen it necessary to make the following recommendations;
1. The establishment of a true federal government system with reduces power and reduced attraction, will lesson bitter and often violent competition to control power at the center.

2. Power sharing among the various ethnic groups in the country, would reduce the feeling of domination or monopolization of power by an ethnic group and the feeling of alienation and marginalization by the rest especially the minorities.  
3. Citizenship should no longer be based on indigenous criteria but on residuce.  It is recommended that a residence of three years in any state should be entitled to all right and obligations of citizenship in that state. 

4. Special efforts should be made to promote activities that are of interest to the young people, in a way that promote tolerance among the youths and their active involvement in politics and governance as a means of reducing the impact of ethnic past an national issue.
5. Conscious of gender should be promoted through affirmative action programmes.  The consequent growth of gender consciousness could contribute to the dilution of ethnic consciousness.

6. The use of dialogue should be employed in tackling the problems that faces the nation.  Especially, dialogue between foreign companies and local communities on economic activities should be established as this will help in reducing ethnic conflict.

7. Special development agencies should be created to initiate a process of reconciliation and addresses the historically structured neglected areas of the country like the Niger Delta areas.  By redeeming their damage environment and fully integrating them into nations life.

Finally, the ruling class should place the nation first above personal interest for peace and stability to prevail in the country.

The masses on the other hand should think of themselves as belonging to the same class, and nation so that together we all can rise up to defend the interest of the nation and not the interest of the ruling class that have not been able to develop our beloved country since its independence as a nation state.
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Instruction: Please mark or tick the appropriate box to indicate your choice of answer.

1.
How old are you?


20 – 30
[
]


35 – 50
[
]



55 – 60
[
]

2.
Have you witnessed any ethnic conflict in Nigeria?


Yes
[
]


No 
[
]

3.
Which of the ethnic conflict have you witnessed?


Hausa and Igbo
[
]


OPC and Oduduwa 
[
]


Ijaw and Tiv

[
]

4.
Mention other ethic conflicts you have witnessed outside the above mentioned.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.
Are ethnic conflicts independent of National development?


Yes
[
]


No 
[
]

6.
The inability of the state to reduce economic inequalities has encourage ethnic conflict.


Yes
[
]


No 
[
]

7.
The incompatibility between political and economic allocation have often resulted in ethic hostilities.


Yes
[
]


No 
[
]

8.
Is here any relationship between class interest and ethnic conflict in Nigeria?


Yes
[
]


No 
[
]

9.
Does ethnic conflict occurs as a result of the economic instability that is prevalent in the country?


Yes
[
]


No 
[
]
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