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QUESTIONNAIRE

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to examine the effect of citizen journalism on news objectivity in Nigeria with special reference to Abeokuta local government. Specifically, the study aims to  examine whether citizens journalists are objective in the dissemination of news, find out the relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria, ascertain the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news and Find out the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria. The study employed the survey descriptive research design. A total of 141 responses were validated from the survey. From the responses obtained and analyzed, the findings revealed that there is a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria. The study thereby recommends that news objectivity should be intensified and consolidated. Fact-checking should be encouraged and facilitated particularly on the social media. In some countries like China, access to the social media is restricted in order to check access of users.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
 The mass media are seen as advances in science and technology in a culture, as well as catalysts for social and economic transformation in that society (Melkote, 1991). The mass media's actions are assumed to mobilize human and material resources toward a certain social and cultural life in this setting. Furthermore, according to UNESCO (1980), the mass media has the ability to transmit ideas and values that may be viewed as the major drivers of social change in society.

As a result, the underlying changes disseminated by media forms and technologies have the potential to alter people's experiences and relationships. This is due to the mass media's capacity to produce compelling impressions, words, or symbols that allow viewers and listeners to see and hear events as they happen, and hence alter popular conceptions of reality, especially those of faraway nations (Mckee, 2004). 

Masterman (1985) said in support of UNESCO's(1980) definition, "The mass media are the methods for disseminating messages and symbols to the broad people." It is their job to amuse, educate, teach, and instill in individuals values, ideas, and behavioral rules that will allow them to fit into the wider society's institutional frameworks. As a result of the above, the mass media plainly have the ability to enlighten and educate the public. They can, at the absolute least, provide the groundwork for people's behavior modification and society acceptance. They may influence people's perceptions of social norms via mass media reporting and contacts with other society institutions, which in turn supports people's efforts to modify behavior. Furthermore, the media may play a significant advocacy role for policies that encourage population-level sustainable behavior (Fatusi and Jimoh, 2006).

Objectivity has always been a contentious topic in journalism, and as a result, there are many diverse perspectives on it. Objectivity, according to media experts like Gauntlet (2001), is defined as an analysis of the substance of gathered news items. Objectivity, according to Glasser (1992), is a balancing of views reconstructed by a journalist and presented against autonomous thought. It's tough to judge a journalist's objectivity since the trustworthiness of data obtained by the journalist is at the core of objectivity. The "notion" of impartiality, in Glasser's perspective, is defective in comparison to the newsman's mission of reporting responsibly. As a result, objectivity is a professional concept by which journalists properly produce news and deliver it to their audience as a finished product.

In as much as the mass media encourages societal behavior change, the nature and interaction of the mass media with the society, as well as how they relate to individual and collective growth or change, are determined by the society's communication policy and system. The contents, ownership, and organizational structures of the mass media are reflections of the society's socio-economic, political, cultural, and technical systems, since they do not exist in a vacuum. The mass media has traditionally functioned as a watchdog on government transparency and various operations in every democratic society. It has aided in the assessment of any arbitrary measures taken by government officials and parastatals by educating the general public about them and holding them responsible.

The journalistic task of gathering and disseminating news has not been an easy one largely due to limited freedom occasioned largely by government firm grip and control of the mass media. Thus, Bowman,(2016) notes that “relationship between the mass media and the government in Nigeria has been a cat and mouse affair”. This implies that, the free flow of information has been trampled upon. Journalists have had no access to vital information let alone the masses. In struggling to get detailed, factual and balanced reportage, journalists have had to continue to nose around for information, exposing themselves to high levels of risk that got them victimized,  jailed, tortured and sometimes killed (Caroll, 2017)

Citizen journalism is simply the process by which the public takes the responsibility of collecting, disseminating and analysing information or news especially via the internet. Citizen journalism has been on a rise. ‘Everyone and anyone can be or better still, is a journalist’. Nevertheless, Citizen Journalism has definitely also helped in putting our leaders on their toes and enabling us to have ‘eyes everywhere’. Citizen journalism is the reverse of the straight-jacket, near unilateral top-down communication system of the mainstream media. Bowman and Willis (2016) state that, “Participatory journalism is a bottom-up, emergent phenomenon in which there is little or no editorial oversight or formal journalistic workflow dictating the decisions of a staff. Instead, it is the result of many simultaneous, distributed conversations that either blossom or quickly atrophy in the Web’s social network.” They observe that “the fluidity of this approach puts more emphasis on the publishing of information rather than the filtering. Conversations happen in the community for all to see. In contrast, traditional news organizations are set up to filter information before they publish it.” In its true nature, citizen journalism allows no room for gate keeping. In this brand of journalism, information gets to the members of public, who are directly involved in content creation, raw, ‘naked’ and undiluted.

Citizen journalism is fast becoming a potent force to be reckoned with in relations to building open and democratic societies. The emergence of new media technology and their integration in the field of politics is yielding some benefits in contemporary times. According to Educause Learning Initiative (2017) the term citizen journalism is a broad term and still shifting in meaning. Banda (2020) notes that citizen journalism is a rapidly evolving form of journalism where common citizens take the initiative to report news or express views about happenings within their community. He further observes that it is news of the people, by the people and for the people. Citizen journalism is therefore a people centered type of journalism where the interests of the ordinary people are taken into consideration.  Citizen journalism is also known as “public”, “participatory”, “democratic”, “guerilla “or “street journalism” is the concept of members of the public playing an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, analyzing and disseminating news and information. Quoting Darnton(2017) they further opined that citizen journalism emerged as a result of democratization of the multi-media technologies by the people and for the people.

1.2       Statement of Problem                         

Objectivity is undeniably one of journalism's most important characteristics. Individual journalists, however, find it difficult to accept journalism's values owing to the many issues they experience in their career due to the nature of the business ( Goldie,2003).  

As a result, the issue of objectivity emerges. As previously mentioned, objectivity can often interpreted differently by various individuals. When reporting on particular events, a reporter may be prejudiced in one of two ways. (a) When the reporter's beat knowledge is unbalanced, and when the account of facts is corrupted through transmission from one person to another. (b) When the facts gathered lack clarity due to misinformation from the source of information, the reporter and editor in this case are always at risk of getting the entire thing incorrect (Hadden, 1997). Furthermore, ambiguous facts might affect a journalist's neutrality if he is unable to locate a source to assist him in verifying them.

Due to lack of professionalism which most citizens journalist, do not attain, has led to bias in disseminating information through social media platforms, as they fail to consider the ethics of the profession in journalism the sense of social responsibility and there strait that trained journalists normally exhibit. Therefore, citizen journalists are not trained to subscribe to the traditional journalistic standards of objectivity, fairness, and accuracy found in disseminating news this has led to the high rate of fake news in citizen journalism. Most importantly, due to the widespread of internet globally and the rate of unemployment in Nigeria, most individuals who are citizens journalists, at comfort of their home, disseminate news and information, which could be true/false, but are mostly “fake news” without undergoing any training in the professionalism of journalism. Therefore, this research work seeks to effect of citizen journalism on news objectivity in Nigeria

1.3      Objective of the study
The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of citizen journalism on news objectivity in Nigeria. The specific objectives is as follows:

To examine whether citizens journalists are objective in the dissemination of news .

To find out the relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria.

To ascertain the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news.
Find out the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria

1.4     Research questions
The following questions have been prepared for this study

Are citizens journalists objective in the dissemination of news?

Is there a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria?

What are the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news?
What are the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria

1.5
Research Hypothesis

The following hypothesis have been formulated for the study:

H0: There is no relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria.

HA: There is a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria

1.6   Significance of the Study

This study will be of benefits and interest not only to journalist in Nigeria, but it will be valuable to other service sectors in Nigeria as a whole. The study will be of great benefit to the researchers, journalists and the entire Nigeria to embrace the law in order to encourage professionalism and the ethnics of journalism.  The outcome of this study will alert government, civil society organisations (CSOs) and all other pro-democratic groups on the need to enact strategies and mechanism for combating fake news in order to ensure quality journalism and a responsible expression by all.

Academically, this research work will therefore advance knowledge. The academic community will use this work as a reference point and in the execution of similar studies. Again, journalists, editors, specialized groups, society, government etc. stand to gain immensely from the study. For the journalists, it provides them an ample opportunity to press for national development and enthronement of transparency in government. The government, through this study could harness the latent potency of the law as educated in it towards providing quality service to its citizens. In the same vein, the study is significant as it provide a platform for government press collaboration which if harnessed, can facilitate national development.

The result of the study will also provide a framework for media practitioners that will enable them exercise a good information sharing behaviour basically for the fact that the success of every democracy rest on the media. It will also provide an insight for them to understand the effect of fake news on the democracy of the country. Furthermore, the outcome of the study will make available ready materials for policymakers towards censoring falsehood in both new and conventional media industry so that citizens can express their opinions responsibly for the greater good of democracy.

1.7  Scope of the study
The study examine whether citizens journalists are objective in the dissemination of news. The study also find out the relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria. The study further  ascertain the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news. Lastly, the study will Find out the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria. Hence, the study will be delimited to Ogun State.

1.8
Limitations Of The Study

Financial constraint

Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).

Time constraint

The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work

1.9     Operational Definition of Terms

Citizen journalism: is simply the process by which the public takes the responsibility of collecting, disseminating and analysing information or news especially via the internet.

Journalism: this study sees journalism as the work of collecting and writing news stories for newspapers, magazine, radio, television and the internet.

.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework

Empirical Framework
2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

NEWS OBJECTIVITY

Objectivity is not just a much debated and misunderstood notion, but it's also a controversial one. In their propaganda model, Herman and Chomsky (1994) claim that "the raw substance of news must pass through successive filters, leaving only the purified residue suitable to publish." They claim that these filters establish discourse's premises and interpretations, as well as the definition of what is noteworthy in the first place. These news "filters" include the leading media businesses' owner wealth and profit orientation; advertising as the principal source of revenue for the mass media; the media's dependence on information provided by government, business, and "experts"; and "flak" as a way of media discipline.

It may be claimed that pursuing objectivity would be an ideological illusion under these limits. In their words: "The elite domination of the media and marginalization of dissidents that results from the operation of these filters occurs so naturally that media news people, often acting with complete integrity and goodwill, are able to convince themselves that they choose to interpret the news "objectively" and in accordance with professional news values."

They are frequently objective within the bounds of the filter limitations; the constraints are so strong, and are integrated into the system in such a basic sense, that other news sources are rarely imagined (Herman and Chomsky, 2015).

Baker (2016), who believes that "the rush to accept "objectivity" as newspapers' dominating journalistic standard was a strategy employed to promote advertiser-rewarded, mass-appeal newspapers," seems to confirm the aforementioned points. This is because, unlike a partisan style, the'purportedly impartial approach offends few individuals and leaves more people moderately, if not profoundly, happy. Baker goes on to say that objectivity, as a rule, tends to limit product differentiation and leads to monopolistic papers. In his perspective, the constant growth in advertising income as a contributor to newspaper revenue was associated throughout the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries with the rising dominance of objectivity as the prevailing standard in journalism and the development in monopoly papers.

Koch (2017) adds another critical perspective, arguing that news is a social construct shaped by a cultural past and a legacy of institutional practice grounded in material and cognitive reality. He defends himself by citing studies that claim that, to a large extent, a social environment determines or frames the material that will be presented as news, both politically and socially.

Instead of objective news, the news frame provides an encoded "preferred reading." According to Koch, "the strength of the news lies in its capacity to assure that readers or other active users are presented with the same or comparable bureaucratically generated and ideologically imbedded reports, given the possibility of different interpretations of mass media." As a result, the framework may be more significant than the information it organizes." (2017, Koch). 'The argument that all news serves as the frame or framework of an event, therefore distorting via the act of selective description, reinforces the thesis that actual objectivity is a mirage, a false Grail that all observers may pursue but that remains unattainable,' Koch writes.

Another critical dimension is supplied by Edgar (2015), who argues that objectivity in the sense of 'correspondence to the object' is inapplicable as a criteria by which reports may be appraised from a hermeneutic viewpoint. A report must choose from among the many different (and appropriate) interpretations that a social event might provide. Michael Schudson is one author who has analyzed material critical of objectivity in the sociology of news creation. The three prominent viewpoints in the field are discussed by Schudson (2016):

The first is the political economy, which "relates the outcome of the news process to the structure of the state and the economy, as well as the economic foundation of the news organization," the second is the social organization perspective, which "tries to understand how journalists' efforts on the job are constrained by organizational and occupational demands," and the third is the cultural approach, which "emphasizes the constraining force of broad cultural traditions and symbolic systems, as well as the economic foundation of the news organization," and the third is the cultural approach, which All of these viewpoints cast doubt on the possibility of objectivity.

"There is no universal, objective journalism," writes Brian MacNair (2018), "only journalism, with distinct styles and hierarchies of news values, molded by and peculiar to certain civilizations at particular eras." He agrees with some of the following beliefs that "journalism in all its manifestations is, above all, a construction: an intellectual product," and that "the journalist is a cog in a wheel over whose speed and direction he or she may have little or no influence."

Even when the facts of a situation aren't completely known, the assertion of journalistic neutrality is fundamentally a plea for confidence. All of these reasons seem to be devastating to the notion of journalistic neutrality. However, it is my objective to show that this is not the whole story. The majority of these points of view stem from a misunderstanding of the notion.

THE NATURE OF OBJECTIVITY 
Tuchman (2015) and Gans (2017) both sought to put the concept of objectivity to the test. The newsmen, according to Tuchman's research, utilize the label news analysis to create a barrier to questionable reports that the managing editor cannot readily check. In order to print a story that a news reporter has gathered, the editor must contact a variety of sources to determine the story's trustworthiness. According to Tuchman, this technique is the most difficult formal part of objectivity for journalists. Gans's results from 2017 represent the 'ideology' of objectivity as a criterion aimed to encourage journalists to embrace truth in their reporting, promote cultural norms, and influence public opinion. He spent a lot of time watching and talking to journalists who dealt with difficult news stories. He was fascinated with journalistic ideals, norms, and the external constraints that influenced their sense of impartiality.

The cultural impacts on journalistic objectivity were investigated by Lichtenberg (2018) and Schudson (2016). The declaration of objectivity by Lichtenberg seems to entail some disagreement and the establishment of oneself as an authoritative figure. Lichtenberg believes that neutrality improves the credibility of the news medium. However, because cultural influences on objectivity cannot be discussed in isolation from other factors, this literature review will focus on the work of journalists such as Tuchman (2015) and Gans (2017), who have written about more recent situations in which journalists covering wars, for example, do not adhere to journalistic principles such as objectivity and impartiality.

A number of journalism experts who have researched the concept of objectivity believe that there is a need for standards that can be used to explain objectivity and that are acceptable to all journalists (Donsbach and Klett, 2015). Objectivity in journalism, according to Glasser (2015), is a set of beliefs that compels a journalist to studying the facts in order to discover the truth about a specific event that an editor deems noteworthy. Walter Lippman (2019) examines objectivity as a concept that challenges the epistemological thinking of balancing reporting that brings independent reality, while Glasser argues that an ideology can be a moral code that promotes journalistic practices and assumes a watchdog role of the media in support of certain circumstances. When editors' judgment of the news is incorrect, newspapers and television news outlets become responsible, according to Lippman (2019).

Journalism opponents have criticized the professional value of objectivity, claiming that objectivity cannot be accomplished and that the assumption that print journalism can be impartial is based on a faulty understanding (DeFleur, 2018).

The basic professional principle of objectivity has been represented by the following, according to Tuchman (2015): (a) correcting facts and separating the writer's perspective from the news, and (b) substantiating news from editorial columns. Objectivity, according to Tuchman (2015), is a normal method in which editors meticulously examine the contents of their publications before final production. This is accomplished in part by the editor scrutinizing the contents for fairness and objectively balancing the facts to ensure that the newspaper does not publish anything libellous or defamatory. Objectivity, on the other hand, is described by Tuchman (2015) as a strategic ritual that protects newspapermen from the dangers of their work.

Some of the strategies utilized in the objective ritual, according to Tuchman (2015), are: (a) presenting factual proof; (b) supporting any truth claims; (c) using quotes from individuals; (e) using quotation marks sparingly; and (f) structuring material in inverted primed form.

Objectivity in journalism, according to Glasser (2015), aids journalists in comprehending three major trends, each of which adds to news bias: (a) Objective reporting goes against the press's traditional definition of its function in a democracy. (a). Opposing press: By this, Glasser implies that journalism's objectivity is skewed in favor of the existing quo. c) Stereotyped public opinion and the media Furthermore, journalistic objectivity, according to Glasser, is an ideology dedicated to the dominance of retrievable facts. Ideology has been regarded as a set of beliefs that enable journalists to claim impartiality, according to Glasser's interpretation.

In 2015, Glasser described the concept as skewed against the press's watchdog roles and in favor of the news events being covered. The second bias in Glasser's journalistic objectivity ideology is bias against free thinking, which demands journalists to keep their points of view out of their reports. The idea of objectivity is defined as prejudiced against the journalists' social responsibilities in Glasser's third bias. Other reasons contribute to the absence of objectivity in journalism, in addition to Glasser's (2015) thesis that the ideology of objectivity is prejudiced against journalistic practice. All of the obstacles that journalists continue to confront come from a variety of sources, including politicians who attempt to utilize the media for their own purposes. When the media fails to satisfy their expectations, they accuse the media of being biased (Lichtenberg 2018). According to Schudson (2016), objectivity is the backbone of American journalism.

Journalists, on the other hand, have struggled to preserve impartial reporting in publications. Circumstances have been blamed for this. Journalists gather news articles from sources who are politically linked with fighting groups in Africa, for example, where civil conflicts are common. Such sources are almost guaranteed to affect the tales that these journalists write.

Journalists must separate their personal points of view from tales, interpretations, and other subjective aspects in order to meet this requirement. A journalist's job is to report on current events, not to create them. Because the ideology is susceptible to dispute and, most crucially, critique, Lippman (2016) views journalistic objectivity as a result of a philosophical thinking process.

The epistemological premise that speaks about reality in a subjective way is established by Lippman's 2016 notion of objectivity. According to Cohen (2015), the notion of journalistic objectivity has received a lot of criticism, yet it is still subconsciously accepted by journalism critics.

According to Ward (2019), pragmatic objectivity is a new method that establishes a more realistic objectivity framework when journalism faces harsh criticism. He defines objectivity as knowledge of reality that is not influenced by the reporter's point of view. Ward's pragmatic objectivity performs a good job of covering up false preconceptions. Objectivity in journalism in the twentieth century Ward's pragmatic objectivity does not advocate a journalist's dissociation from journalistic standards and subjective opinions when it comes to objectivity.

In addition, journalism continues to put interpretive reporting to the test and examine the opinions of journalists. To put it another way, Journalists uses investigative journalism as a new way of covering the news. The researcher understands opponents' worries about impartiality in journalism since other professions, such as medicine and law, need licensing in order for a professional to be able to legally function.

If you work in a field where licenses aren't required, it's possible that a deranged individual, such as a journalist, may choose to publish damaging articles that promote his best interests in society. My notion of impartiality is that a journalist gathers information from both victims and witnesses and restructures them in a news report. For every reporter collecting news, Century has served as a basic guide. Ward claims that conventional objectivity lacks an ethical defense since it is built on a faulty premise, hence no one can defend the ideology when it is attacked. Because journalism has evolved an interpretive approach to the news, the relevance of journalistic objectivity is being questioned (Ward 2019).

Critics contend that media lacks impartiality because journalists are more politically motivated than they should be, according to Ward. format and sends it to the news editor, who assigns columns in the next day's newspaper. Every paragraph a journalist writes is an interpretation of what he or she knows about the news that he or she has gathered. Because the supporting facts reporters gather while creating articles are supposed to complement and augment certain knowledge of reality that newspaper readers anticipate in their newspaper edition, a journalist's interpretation is included in supporting facts and values.

According to Ward (2019), an analysis may be objective if the truth assertions can be supported. Because news events are assembled with at least some degree of conceptualization, choices, theorization, and assessment, journalism encompasses interpretive reporting. There is no writing that is not influenced by the journalist's perceptions, values, and viewpoints. Furthermore, objectivity is a judgment made based on the facts presented in a newsworthy occurrence. As a result, in today's media, news analysis has transformed the concept of objectivity into a contentious topic of discussion (Ryan 2017).

Concept Of Citizen Journalism 

Citizen journalism refers to 'a citizen playing an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, analyzing and disseminating news and information' (Kolodzy, 2017). This is the practice of journalism by people who have no journalistic experience. In the view of Kolodzy, this type of journalism by ordinary individual is made possible by the emergence of the new media like computer software and the internet which enable them to share their creations, arguments, dispositions and criticisms. These, they disseminate on available media outlets. The notion behind CJ is that “anyone with something to say and access to the right software can be a publisher, a pundit and observer of events great or small” (Dare, 2021,). The rapid growth of blogs, following the successful launching of the web in the 1990s has aided the passive audience to take up active roles as participants in citizen journalism. Explaining CJ, Oberiri (2016) notes that CJ has to do with the practice of journalism by individuals within a given society. They get involved in the gathering, processing and publishing of news items. In essence, individuals on their own create web pages for the publication of news materials gathered within the society by the use of modern technology, particularly mobile phones. CJ is therefore not like the conventional journalism of the traditional media. It is simply the participation of ordinary untrained citizens in information gathering and dissemination. The availability of information and communication technology is a factor that makes this possible as individuals can use mobile phones to record still pictures, videos and audio of events and post through online channels such as Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and other social media platforms without censorship. Oberiri, (2016,) writes, “Some media houses receive and present information from citizen journalists and classify such reporters as amateur reporters or i-reporters. The typical example of citizen journalism is channels TV eye witness report”. The internet and all the social networks it facilitates are certainly within this spectrum. Like professional journalists, citizen journalists seek to promote a better society by presenting and speaking truth to power. To these untrained individuals, the job they do is a cell of social responsibility because they actually become a third eye of observation in today's world. Supporting this, Seungahn, Kang and Rachael (2017) observe that CJ provides alternative perspective of events which the mainstream media may not have covered. Thus, it could be said that CJ competes with and is also complimentary to professional journalism. In essence, CJ can be viewed as civic participation. Bittner,(2021) buttresses the functions of Citizen Journalism by stressing the rapidity and sophistication of information dissemination across the globe. The new media, powered by the internet do not assume the extinction of the old media but evolve and adapt to dynamic media environment which brings about improved and easier ways of managing communication tasks. Looking at CJ as a phenomenon that has some dysfunctions to the individual, groups and the society at large, Oberiri (2017) writes: It has increased the craze of unethical practices (where anyone can just write and disseminate information on the web without editing) thereby threatening the integrity and dignity of the journalism profession… digital media has spawned user generated contents and citizen journalism; the video journalist and the blogger, social networking sites and the massively, multi player online game. Today, the technological devices available have aided CJ by affording citizen journalists the opportunity to type their stories on computers and, or word processors. As an advantage, the use of computers with auto-editing devices helps citizen journalists to edit their contents in terms of spellings and grammar error on the spot. The modern technology also aids storage of information and citizen generated contents. Citizen journalism has made journalism to cease to be the exclusive preserve of professional journalists and the mainstream media. To this end, Caroll,(2017,) sees CJ as “the process in which ordinary citizens engage in journalism practice. “It is the act of a citizen or a group of citizens playing an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, analyzing and disseminating news and information” (Bowman &Willis, 2018). In doing this, common citizens take the initiative and responsibility to report news or express opinions about events within their community. Being the news of the people by the people and for the people, citizen journalism has been given such names as 'public journalism', 'participatory journalism', 'democratic journalism', 'guerrilla journalism' and street journalism (Banda, 2020; NOUN, 2019). It is the 'we media', hence, it is the absolute democratization of journalism since every individual can practice within this spectrum without necessarily undergoing journalistic trainings and regardless of class, race, education or occupation. In the writing of Odii (2013), “The ordinary citizens who were hitherto prevented from expressing their views by the bureaucracy of the traditional media, have found solace in citizen journalism”. This presupposes that CJ complements professional journalism, being made possible by the proliferations of the new media. The prevalence of CJ has also aided the speed of reporting while other views hold that in many occasions, CJ reports with truth and objectivity which the mainstream media lack due to censorship and gate-keeping (Ekwunife et al, 2020a; Ekwunife et al, 2020b). Cases in point to this effect are the roles of CJ in the Arab uprising commonly known as Arab spring and the Occupy Movement in the United States of America. In Nigeria for example, Citizen Journalism was instrumental to fighting against the fuel subsidy removal in 2012 following the online nation-wide protest. In CJ, ordinary citizens practice journalism without being paid as is the case with professional journalism. Consequently, Saqib (2011, 14) explains CJ as “free of charge journalism” where non-journalists express their views and share ideas online in the absence of any financial reward. Looking at the functional perspective of CJ, this scholar sees the impact of CJ as an expression of the fundamental democratic principle of freedom of speech since more voices enhance a more lively democracy. It is notable that in countries where the freedom of speech is highly restricted, CJ through the World Wide Web is very functional in informing the people. The new media technologies powered by the internet, therefore open the door for those who were not previously heard to be heard. CJ is thus referred to as “Reporters without Borders”

Pseudo-Journalism, a Historical Discourse

Pseudo-Journalism is another way of saying fake News (FN) (Tipalti, 2018). So, Pseuo-Journalism is synonymous with quasi-journalism, a form of journalistic practice that falls short of the standard thing. It is deficient of the necessary ingredients or components of professional journalism. Shikigami (2016) notes that Pseudo-Journalism has gained ground in the United States as the mainstream media, maintaining that any news item that does not support the government is considered irrational, and then is suppressed. Gamella (2015, 1) unequivocally states that Pseudo-Journalism is “an elaborate expression that is equivalent to propaganda… always serving someone`s purpose…never in society`s best interest”. In this explanation, Pseuo-Journalism means you write what you are told to write, not necessarily what you want to write or the exact thing that has taken place. Pseudo-journalism skews the audience`s perspective on what is really important for them. Since pseudo-journalism serves an interest, it is manipulative, and just like propaganda, aims at swaying opinion and influencing the masses. Caroll (2004) opines that there is no entrance examination taken before one gets into the journalism profession as it is the case with Doctors, Lawyers and so on. There are no licenses, no governing board to discipline them when they err. As a result, it becomes the constitutional right of every citizen, no matter the naivety or depravity, to practice journalism. Such uncensored news items are devoid of truth, objectivity and balance. Gans (1980) explains that a news story that lacks objectivity is also strained of values, shows disregard for social implication and outright rejection of ideology. These features are, to all intent and purposes, depictive of Pseudo-Journalism. In 1788 in London, paragraph men (journalists) who must beat deadlines to submit news stories to editors picked gossips from coffeehouses and wrote few sentences on them, turning same to printer-publishers for publication. Some of these paragraphs were financially induced and they contented themselves with the manipulation of public opinion in support of or against a public figure, a play or a book. Looking at fake news or pseudo-journalism as a phenomenon which did not start today, Darnton (2017) clarifies that Rev. Henry Bate, the Chaplain of lord Lyttleton in 1772 established the Morning Post whose contents were paragraphs made up of fake news. The report on December 13, 1784 of a Gigolo serving Marie Antoinette, perhaps, stands out as an element of Pseudo-Journalism of the Morning Post. Today, scholars (Oberiri, 2016; Nsereka, 2012; Wendling, 2018 and WestMonday, 2017) have noted that the practice is highly empowered by the emergence of information and communication technologies, particularly by the use of smart phones. Darnton (2017, 79) observes: I have found some examples of this incriminating evidence in the Bastille archivescrumpled scraps of paper covered with scribbling testimony to a primitive variety of Journalism two centuries before smart phones... just today, in the case of the fake news about supposed orgies involving Hilary Clinton. Gamela (2015) sees Fake News as propaganda which is a product of a sloppy work or plain ignorance. The study categorizes fake news as fox news manifesting in the broad array of talk shows and websites that tend to practice Journalism but are not journalism at all. Hazlitt (1817) in Veles (2016, 11) maintains that “life is the art of being well deceived”. He observed that five out of the most successful posts from the Macedonian site identified were fake news carriers. This supposes that the new media powered by the internet make Fake News (FN) saleable. Oberiri (20I6) explains that fake news is believed more than the reality, perhaps, because of how it is coated or the human interest angle of the news. WestMonday (2017, 25) notes: In a post-election survey of... American adults suggested that it is difficult for news consumers to distinguish fake from real news. Chris Jackson of IPSOS Public Affairs undertook a survey that found “fake news headline fool American adults about 75 percent of the time”…. Half of those who saw these fake stories believed their content. Looking at the development of CJ, Saqib (2011) observes that the historical development is associated with dissemination and utilization of web publishing software. In the view of Flew (2008), the prime inauguration of CJ was in 1999 following the development of open publishing architecture by Matthew Arnison and other persons who were part of the “Active Sydney group”. Citizen Journalism as Pseudo-Journalism CJ has so much been applauded for its contribution to national and global developments, particularly in the dissemination of information which the mainstream media leave out. Undoubtedly, it performs some functions for the society, individual and sub-groups (Ekwunife, Robinson, Ukeje & Ojiaku, 2020c, Saqib, 2017; Seungahn et al, 2017 and Oberiri, 2016). However, scholars find lots of shortcomings with the practice of CJ. It has been equated with fake news, pseudo- journalism, quasi- Journalism, non-standard Journalism, open source Journalism, and so on. Saqib (2017) sees the sources of CJ as non Standard news sources. They carry a lot of fake news and are primarily motivated by news commercialization and commoditization. CJ is very unconventional. Communication theory explains that there is a sender (one information sender) with media and information receivers (Bittner, 1989; McQuail, 2006). In CJ, the practitioners are both information and opinion disseminators as well as receivers. Recipients are also senders of information. In the practice of CJ, the new media have given rise to information overload which is a strain to many. Filtering the mass of ideas in pseudo- journalism is a challenge and CJ is free journalism, there is absence of media literacy which is a factor that makes the practice incompetent. Oberiri (2016, 3) is bordered that CJ does not pass through the process of news gate-keeping that characterizes the traditional news reporting. Hence, no editor to verify the truth within what someone has said. In a study by Veles (2016, 9-10), the young Mecedonians who run pro-Trump sites admitted they do not really care about Trump. They are simply responding to straight forward economic incentives. The citizen journalists who run these sites have learnt that the publication of politics and sensational stories on face book is the best way to generate traffic and make money.

Citizen Journalism and Pseudo- Journalism in Nigeria

This study places emphasis on pseudo-Journalism through the social media and other smart devices powered by the internet, not primarily through the mainstream media, in as much as the presence of quasi-journalism is also prevalent in conventional journalism. It is news that alters the reality in order to deceive the masses and protect someone's interest. A lot of issues from politics to religion, down to other issues of serious social significance have been manipulated by citizen journalists through the new media to produce fake news in Nigeria. There is no doubt the farmers-herdsmen clashes in Nigeria have significantlybeen fuelled by fake news (BBC, 2018). This report by BBC explains that such fake reports that cause ethnic and religious divides are facilitated by the social media where fake pictures are used to authenticate reports of inter-communal violence, igniting tension. During the Plateau crises, a horrible war video was shown as a scene from the Jos crises. Meanwhile, the same video was circulated as a scene from the Ebonyi-Cross River crises. In the same vein, the Guardian Newspaper reported the use of a gruesome picture of a woman, whose face was dipped in a pool of blood, reporting it to be from the Jos attack. However, the same image was shown in 2011 in another crisis. It has several hundreds of tweets on twitter. Following the Guardian presentation, another image of six dead persons in an attack was shown. A close examination however reveals that the picture was not even taken in Nigeria. It was discovered to be a traffic accident in Dominican Republic in 2005. Such posts were well doctored that they seemed too real to be disbelieved and many inflammatory comments and reactions followed (Ekwunife et al, 2020b) Recently in Nigeria, Danladi Ciroma, leader of the Miyetti Allah cattle Breeders Association circulated a statement attributed to him by a major Nigerian news medium. The media organization has also tendered an apology. The purported statement reads: “The attacks in Plateau were revenge for the loss of 300 cows. Since these cows were not found, no one should expect peace in the areas”. BBC observes that these reports are unverifiable and have further aggravated the herders-farmers crises in Nigeria. In a similar situation, the Ebonyi State Governor, Engr. Dave Umahi has rebuffed a statement attributed to him on the ongoing agitations by the Independent Peoples of Biafra. The Governor claims misquoted. Clarifying issues, U m a h i (2019) bemoans: First, I was falsely reported. What we said was that we stand for unity of our great country, Nigeria… if I were the president of this country, I will do something about the social media. I think it`s destroying our country… I think everyone needs to account for whatever he or she writes Foluso, (2018) avers that FN has reached an alarming proportion in Nigeria and social media, particularly, Facebook, appear to be the most efficient purveyor. Supporting the report by BBC that fake news has worsened the farmer-Fulani herdsmen crises in Nigeria, attention is hereby drawn to the picture of a dead 5-year old school boy with deep cuts all over his head and neck, claimed to have been a victim of the Fulani herdsmen attack in Ogun State of Nigeria. While in circulation with several sympathetic and inflammatory comments, particularly as he was supposed to have been gruesomely murdered, another report came up on Facebook that he was actually murdered by an insane man, not the herdsmen. How does one reconcile all these?

Pros and Cons of Citizen Journalism

Citizen journalism has been trailed by mixed reactions over the years. While some commentators have spoken so glowingly about the benefits of this brand of journalism, others have almost over-emphasized its downsides. There is, therefore, a need to strike a balance through a dispassionate assessment of the pros and the cons of citizen journalism. It has already been noted that citizen journalism offers professional and non-professional journalists alike opportunities to be active participants in news content creation. With it, members of the public are no longer helpless passive consumers of news. They are now content creators. Citizen journalism has broken the hitherto seemingly endless monopoly of the mainstream media. As such, journalism is today democratic and participatory. According to Educause Learning Initiative (2007), by granting access to just anyone to cover the news, citizen journalism presents a more personal, nuanced view of events and has the potential to cultivate communities of people with a common interest. Through blogs, citizen journalists have broken stories about political corruption, police brutality, and other issues of concern to local and national communities. Another rather amazing benefit of citizen journalism is that it delivers news almost at the speed of lightning. It has surpassed the immediacy of the broadcast media (radio and television). Citizen journalism, via the social media, spreads news like wild harmattan fire just in split seconds, apparently because the news does not need to wait for any editor to process it. Feedback is also immediate. The audience has the opportunity to react to the news instantly, and even add to the content. This is why citizen journalism has been called “We Media.” In fact, we can simplify it by calling it “Our Media.” This is because the content of this brand of journalism is what we make it. The foregoing benefits of citizen journalism notwithstanding, it has some downsides. One of such challenges is the question about the veracity of its content. Some commentators have criticized citizen journalism as a new way of spreading falsehood and other unethical practices in the name of journalism. Potential false news reports are just one of the many possible ramifications of sourcing news from anonymous sources. The news could be factually correct, but have flaws like blatant disregard of ethics, lack of objectivity, impartiality and balance. It could also be a hidden agenda or opinion sugarcoated as fact or a libelous or defamatory statement that puts subjects in the story in bad light. In mainstream media, a process of verification and checks called gate-keeping can weed out any such inaccuracies and biases. Gate keeping, so it’s called, is done by experienced and trained journalists and editors, using tools and skills like knowledge of the law and in house or commercial stylebooks such as the Associated Press Stylebook.

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Democratic Participant Media Theory

This study is anchored on the Democratic Participant Media Theory and the Public Sphere model. The emphasis of this theory is on the basis of society and on the value of horizontal rather than vertical (top-down) communication (McQuail, 1987: 122). The main thrust of the theory lies in its insistence that the existing bureaucracy as well as commercial and professional hegemony in media systems be broken down, so as to guarantee easier media access for all potential users and consumers (Folarin, 2005: 43). McQuail (1983) proposed this theory to take account of many ideas expressed to take care of the needs of citizens. The theory found expression in the 1960s and 1970s in pressure for local and community radio and television. It challenged the dominance of centralised, commercialised, state-controlled and even professionalised media (McQuail 2000: 160). Making a reference to Ezensberger (1970), McQuail notes that the key to applying this theory was seen to lie in the new technology of the times. It favoured media that would be small in scale, non-commercial and often committed to a cause. Participation and interaction were key concepts. The theory has been against the system of parliamentary democracy which has seemed to become detached from its grassroots origins, to impede rather than facilitate movement in political and social life. It also takes exception to a ‘mass society’ which is over-organised, over-centralised and fails to offer realistic opportunities for individual and minority expression. McQuail (1987: 122) says “the central point of a democratic-participant theory lies with the needs, interests and aspirations of the active ‘receiver’ in a political society. It has to do with the right to relevant information, the right to answer back, the right to use the means of communication for interaction in small-scale settings of community, interest group, sub-culture”. Essentially, the theory’s cautions that communication should not be left in the hands of professionals alone find practical expression in the structure and general operations of citizen journalism. Orchestrating the tenets of the Democratic Participant Media Theory is the Public Sphere Model.

2.3
EMPIRICAL FRAMEWORK

Adebanjo and Olakunle(2021) examined, the proliferation of powerful new technological tools such as social media and other messaging platforms. These tools have aided citizens to become purveyors of news. These technologies have limited quality control standards for determining what constitutes news. The citizen journalist is not concerned with professionalism and journalistic ethics which gives journalism distinctive mission and modus operandi. This study therefore evaluates citizen journalism (CJ) in conflict management in Nigeria and examines the implication on professionalism in media practice. Adopting the survey research design with a sample size of 400 respondents drawn from the Enugu metropolis in Enugu State, copies of the questionnaire were used to gather 2 opinions and hypothesis was tested with the chi-square (X ) at 0.05 error margin. Findings revealed that many discrepancies existed between the practice of CJ and professional journalism. Typical examples of reportage by citizen journalism that heightened tensions in Nigeria were drawn from the reports of the Kaduna killings, the Jos farmers-herders clash of 2018 and the recent xenophobia crisis in South Africa. It was also revealed that although CJ is more vibrant in the report of official corruption, the absence of gate-keeping and checkpoints disposes it as pseudojournalism. The study recommended the codification of smart devices for the recognition of the identity of online information disseminators and the keeping of a strong data base of all citizens.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.2
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out on the effect of citizen journalism on news objectivity in Nigeria Abeokuta local government  Ogun State  as a case study.  Journalist form the population of the study.
3.3
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Journalist, the researcher conveniently selected 147 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.5 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.6
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications. The reason for using both primary and secondary source of data is, so that the researcher will have concrete and more valid answers to the research questions

3.7
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analyzed using the frequency percentage tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis was tested using the pearson correlation statistical tool Spss 23

3.8
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.9
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.10
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and forty-seven (147) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only one hundred and forty-one (141) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 141 was validated for the analysis.

4.2
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.1: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	72
	51.1%

	Female
	69
	48.9%

	Age
	
	

	20-25
	33
	23.4%

	25-30
	56
	39.7%

	31-35
	35
	24.8%

	36+
	17
	12.1%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single 
	56
	39.71%

	Married
	60
	42.55%

	Separated
	15
	10.63%

	Widowed
	10
	7.1%

	Education Level
	
	

	WAEC
	20
	14.18%

	BS.c
	69
	48.93%

	MS.c
	52
	36.87%

	MBA
	0
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2022

4.3
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Question 1:  Are citizens journalists objective in the dissemination of news?

Table 4.2: Respondents on question 1
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	70
	49

	No
	36
	25.53

	Undecided
	35
	24.82

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 49% of the respondents said yes, 25.53% said no, while 24.82% were undecided.

Question 2: Is there a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria?

Table 4.3: Respondents on the rate of the spread of fake news among Nigerians on both social and conventional media

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	76
	49

	No 
	30
	25.53

	Undecided
	35
	24.82

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 49% of the respondents said yes, 25.53% said no, while 24.82% were undecided.

Question 3: What are the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news?

Table 4.4: Respondent on question 3
	Options
	Yes
	No
	Undecided
	Total %

	Twitter 
	141

100%
	00

%
	00

%
	141

100%

	Facebook 
	141

100%
	00

%
	00

%
	141

100%

	Whatsapp 
	141

100%
	00

%
	00

%
	141

100%


Field Survey, 2022 
From the responses derived in the above table, 100% of  the respondent said Yes. There was no record for no and undecided.
Question 4: What are the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria

Table 4.4: Respondent on question 4
	Options
	Yes
	No
	Undecided
	Total %

	computer illiteracy,  
	141

100%
	00

%
	00

%
	141

100%

	difficulty in accessing the internet
	141

100%
	00

%
	00

%
	141

100%

	high cost of 'surfing' the net
	141

100%
	00

%
	00

%
	141

100%


Field Survey, 2022
From the responses derived in the above table, 100% of  the respondent said Yes. There was no record for no and undecided.
4.4
TEST OF HYPOTHESES

H0: There is no relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria.

HA: There is a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria

Table 4.5: Pearson Correlation Table showing the relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria
	
	CJ
	NOIN

	CJ
	Pearson Correlation
	1
	.821**

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	
	.000

	
	N
	141
	141

	NOIN
	Pearson Correlation
	.821**
	1

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	.000
	

	
	N 
	141
	141


Source: Survey data, 2021 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed)

The Pearson Correlation result in Table 4.5 contains the degree of association between citizen journalism and political news objectivity in Nigeria. From the result, the Pearson correlation coefficient, r, value of 0.821 was positive and statistically significant at (p< 0.000). This indicates that there is a relationship between  CJ and NOIN. 
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was on the effect of citizen journalism on news objectivity in Nigeria in Abeokuta local government as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at highlighting whether citizens journalists are objective in the dissemination of news, find out the relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria, ascertain the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news and  find out the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria. A total of 141 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from journalist.

5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

Citizens journalists are objective in the dissemination of news

There is a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria?

The  social media networks mostly used by citizen for the purpose pf journalism in Nigeria is Twitter ,Facebook  and Whatsapp 

 The challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria computer illiteracy,  difficulty in accessing the internet and high cost of 'surfing' the net.

5.3
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:

It is very timely that objectivity on news be intensified and consolidated. Fact-checking should be encouraged and facilitated particularly on the social media. In some countries like China, access to the social media is restricted in order to check access of users. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender

Male ( )

Female ( )

Age

20-25( )

25-30( )

30-40( )

40+ ( )

Marital status

Single  (   )
Married  (   )
Widow  (   )
Separated  (   )
Education Level

WAEC (   )

BS.c(   )

MS.c(   )

PH.d(   )
Section B
 Are citizens journalists objective in the dissemination of news?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


 Is there a relationship between Citizens Journalism and news objectivity in Nigeria?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes 
	

	No 
	

	Undecided
	


 What are the social media used by Citizen Journalist in the dissemination of news?

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Undecided

	Twitter 
	
	
	

	Facebook 
	
	
	

	Whatsapp 
	
	
	


 What are the challenges of citizen journalism in Nigeria

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Undecided

	computer illiteracy,  
	
	
	

	difficulty in accessing the internet
	
	
	

	high cost of 'surfing' the net
	
	
	




