CHALLENGES OF CRIMINAL ANTICS IN BORDERLAND SECURITY: A STUDY OF SELECTED LGA'S IN OGUN STATE.

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out on the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Ogun State using Idiroko Town Of Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State as a case study. The survey design was adopted and the simple random sampling techniques were employed in this study. The population size comprised of residents of Idiroko Town in Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State. In determining the sample size, the researcher purposefully selected 147 respondents and 141 were validated. Self-constructed and validated questionnaire was used for data collection. The collected and validated questionnaires were analyzed using frequency tables, and mean scores. The result of the findings reveals that the factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders include, poverty, lack of good governance, corruption, chronic armed conflict, armed banditry, porous border security and transnational crimes. The study also revealed that criminal antics are very prevalent in Nigeria borderlands. Furthermore, the patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands comprises of the use of tankers, trucks, trailers and vehicles in concealing goods, use of drones, bribing, hiding goods in heaps of clothes, faking pregnancies, storing contraband inside caskets, and use of ambulance to deceive unsuspecting security personnel. Therefore, it is recommended that there is need to strengthen the cooperation and coordination of Nigerian security agencies involved in border control or management. A well coordinated effort and intelligent sharing between security agencies like the Police, Customs, Immigration, Civil Defence Corps, the Military etc will go a long to ensure effective border security. To mention but a few.
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background Of The Study

In a great number of nations, borderland security has received a lot of attention recently. It is pursued in the United States of America in order to put a stop to the unlawful smuggling of items into the country that are considered to be against the law and are outlawed by the government. Additionally, the European Union serves as a model that demonstrates how enhanced trade regulations at international borders may positively affect both national security and economic growth (Andrews, 2007). Poverty, a lack of good governance, corruption, persistent armed conflict, armed banditry, porous border security, and transnational crimes are all factors that contribute to the complexity of Nigeria's borderland security problems. These problems are made worse by the fact that Nigeria has her own share of these problems. According to Milkey (2013), nations with porous borders have a much higher incidence of borderland crimes. This is typical in the majority of African nations, including Nigeria. As a consequence of this, the political, economic, and social links that exist between nations are prone to disintegration (Hatchard, 2006). According to Abia (2013), borderland crimes include a number of illegal and notorious activities that are carried out by individuals and groups across national and international borders, either for financial or economic benefits or also for socio-political or religious considerations. These activities may be motivated by money, but they may also be motivated by religious beliefs or political ideologies. It refers to a series of illegal activities with perpetrators and consequences that extend beyond the borders of a single nation or region. To name a few examples, these would be things like the smuggling of people, the laundering of money, the trafficking of drugs, the smuggling of weapons or the trafficking of weapons, transnational terrorism, illegal oil bunkering, illicit trafficking trafficking, and commercial fraud. In a similar fashion, Okafor(2017) asserted that the nature of the crimes that occur in borderlands include money laundering; the smuggling of arms, which leads to the local proliferation of small arms and light weapons (SALWs); as well as the build up of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and explosive (CBRNE) materials; illegal oil bunkering and illicit trafficking in mineral resources; business fraud, etc.

Communities that are located around Nigeria's borders are among the country's most impoverished and have some of the lowest literacy rates as well as some of the worst unemployment and poverty rates as a result of the country's challenging topography. As a result of the interaction of all of these elements, the Nigerian borderlands have the highest rate of crimes that are connected to borders. As a result, the presence of such borders and the characteristics they possess may make it more difficult for law enforcement authorities to investigate crimes, prevent them, or discover them.

The Nigeria Customs Service is unable to effectively carry out its statutory functions, which include, but are not limited to, the collection of revenue and accounting for the same, anti-smuggling operations, security functions, combating illegal commercial activities and trade in illicit goods (such as the import of fake and substandard goods, illegitimate international trade, illegal trade in arms, money laundering, trade in illicit drugs, illegal trade in cultural artifacts, etc.). The Nigeria Customs Service's statutory functions include This circumstance is particularly noteworthy when one considers the permeability of the Nigerian borders, which has made it possible for a variety of strategies to be used in order to breach those borders.
1.2 Statement Of The Problem

The promotion of necessary political and socio-economic activities, as well as the maintenance of peace and stability in Nigeria, require that borderland activities be subjected to strict supervision and regulation. Nevertheless, the porous borders of Nigeria continue to engender borderline crime and instability in the sub-regions. This is due to the absence of an appropriate mechanism for monitoring movements and illegal activities across these borders. Consequently, the porous borders continue to be a source of instability. Criminal actions along the border plainly undermine good governance and security, and these activities have detrimental effects not just on the rule of law but also on economic activity and other spheres of society. In keeping with this, Olatunji (2019) made the observation that despite the closing of Nigeria's borders, smugglers are frantically seeking new means of getting contraband into the nation via border settlements that are near to the frontiers. Although the federal government did take a decisive step toward ridding the country of the activities of smugglers, residents of border communities as well as smugglers devised new ways to beat security checkpoints around the borderlands. This was despite the fact that the federal government did take a decisive step. According to the findings that were uncovered by Daud(2019), some of the people involved in smuggling have resorted to paying bribes in order to get by the majority of the checkpoints that have been set up between nations that are nearby. Those who were unable to pay bribes resorted to various methods, such as pretending to be pregnant, concealing sacks of grains in mounds of garments, and storing illegal gasoline within caskets, among other things.

In addition, the agents of the Nigerian customs office found that several trucks had been constructed specifically for the purpose of smuggling contraband rather than for transferring petrol. Some of them used to be packed to the brim with illegal items on their way to Lagos (Daud, 2019). In addition, some people who smuggle goods try to take advantage of the compassion of the border security agents by creating the appearance that they are mourning the loss of a loved one. During the time that they were concealing things inside of trucks that were being utilized to deliver sand to building sites. There is no question that the efficiency of borderland security has been impacted as a result of these illicit activities. Hence, the researcher in view of the above seeks to unveil the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Ogun State.

1.3 Objectives Of The Study

The overall aim of this study is to critically examine the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Ogun State. Hence, the study will be channeled to the following specific objectives;

Identify factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigeria

Determine the prevalence of criminal antics in Nigeria borderlands.

Ascertain the patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands.

Determine the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands.

1.4 Research Question

The study will be guided by the following questions;

What are factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders?

To what extent is criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands?

What are the patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands?

What is the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands?

1.5 Significance Of The Study

This study will be most important and useful to the Nigeria custom service. The study will enlighten them more on the unique antics utilized by individuals and group of persons in smuggling goods across the borderlands. The study will further educate them more on the need to abstain from bribery and other unprofessional activities which promotes criminal activities in the borders. 

Additionally, subsequent researchers will use it as literature review. This means that, other students who may decide to conduct studies in this area will have the opportunity to use this study as available literature that can be subjected to critical review. Invariably, the result of the study contributes immensely to the body of academic knowledge with regards to the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Ogun State.
1.7 Limitation Of The Study

Like in every human endeavour, the researcher encountered slight constraints while carrying out the study. Insufficient funds tend to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature, or information and in the process of data collection, which is why the researcher resorted to a limited choice of sample size. More so, the researcher simultaneously engaged in this study with other academic work. As a result, the amount of time spent on research will be reduced.

Moreover, the case study method utilized in the study posed some challenges to the investigator including the possibility of biases and poor judgment of issues. However, the investigator relied on respect for the general principles of procedures, justice, fairness, objectivity in observation and recording, and weighing of evidence to overcome the challenges.

1.8 Definition Of Terms

Borderlands are districts near the line separating two countries or areas.

Smuggling is the illegal transportation of objects, substances, information or people.

Criminal Antics: these are techniques and tricks used by individuals or group of persons to smuggle goods in the borderlands.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework 

2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
Borders 

‘Border’ means different things to different people, but in classical literature, borders, boundaries and borderlands are used interchangeably (Mata-Codesal, 2007). They sometimes constitute multiple opportunities as well as security barriers. Whereas borders are vital to separate the physical boundaries of state territories, they are in daily practice even more important to the people living along the borders. In similar vein, demarcated or not demarcated, a border can engender positive or negative effects, which have implications for national security. A greater portion of borderlands in the African continent are not distinctly demarcated and hence show no guidelines, creating security threats. According to Kristof (1959:278), a boundary does not exist in abstraction, it owes its existence to man. That is, all boundaries are manmade. This assertion finds explanation from the partition of African borderlands resultant from the African-Berlin Conference of 1884/1885, where borders were artificially drawn without the consent and participation of the beneficiaries.4 Kristof further identifies two types of borders:

1 Artificial. 

2 Natural.

Oscar Martinez (1994:1–15) classified borders into four categories as follows: (a) alienated, (b) co-existent, (c) interdependent, and (d) integrated. In the same vein, Richard Hartshorne (1933:115–228; 1936:56–57) believes that borders can be viewed from the perspectives of the following:

1 Antecedent. 

2 Subsequent. 

3 Super imposed. 

4 Natural.

Most African borders are super imposed and that reality has not changed, despite the intervention from the African Union Border Programme. The security dimension calls for global concern in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks in the United States of America. Top of the discussion presently is immigration, described as globalization discontent. Migrants generated through conflict-induced displacement, the surge of refugees and economic flows are now regarded as security risks by host nations, a perception that is now heavily politicized.
Overview of Nigeria Borders and Territoriality in West Africa

Nigeria lies between latitudes 4° and 14°N and longitudes 2° and 15°E. Nigeria is attributed as possessing a total area of 923,768 km2 (356,669 sq mi) 1, making it the world's 32nd-largest country. It shares a 4,047 kilometres (2,515 mi) border with Benin (773 km), Niger (1497 km), Chad (87 km), Cameroon (1690 km), and has a coastline of at least 853 km.2 Nigeria’s claim to territorial sea (offshore space) rose from 3 miles of continental shelf and about 200 miles on exclusive fishing zones from 1958 to 1978 as a country signatory to conventions on continental shelf despite its inability to determine its extent of claim.3 Nigeria’s claim to a 200 mile wide exclusive economic zone in October, 1978 is part of reaction to UNCLOS Conventions on jurisdictional zones and claims to the territorial sea, continental shelf and exclusive fishing zones.4
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A list of Nigerian borderlands classified as ‘Gateway’ States and ‘Gateway’ Local Government Areas is presented below and further highlighted with a Map.5 The Map was drawn based on the provisions for the schedule of Local Governments specified by the 1979 Constitution (amended by Decree No. 1 of 1984). The Map also correlates with the Journal Officiel de la Republique Populaire de Benin - Loi Fundamental – Official Journal of the Republic of Benin – The Fundamental (September, 1977) which designated the provinces and districts of Benin Republic thereon. Reference to Nigerian borders with her neighbours - Benin Republic, Niger Republic, Chad and Cameroons indicated the main bi-national links and official gateways to and from Nigeria through the sets of existing local authority areas.6
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NIGERIA- BENIN BORDERS:

Badagry LGA in Lagos State of Nigeria and rural districts of Iseme-Podji, Adjarra and Arrankou in South of Queme Province in Benin Republic with Border Post at Seme; Egbado (Yewa) South LGA in Ogun State of Nigeria and rural districts of Ifonyin (Ifangni) and Itakete (Sakete) in Central part of Queme Province of Benin Republic; Egbado (Yewa) North LGA in Ogun State of Nigeria and rural districts of Ipobe (Pobe) and Ketu (Ketou) in the Northern half part of Queme Province of Benin Republic; Kajola LGA (Oke-Iho) in Oyo State of Nigeria and rural district of Sabe (Save) in the Zou Province of Benin Republic; Ifedapo LGA (Saki) in Oyo State of Nigeria and rural districts of Quesse in the Zou Province of Benin Republic; Borgu LGA centred around Bussa, Illo and Koko in Kwara State of Nigeria and 8 districts including Kandi (Kounade), Malanville District of and Nikki District of Borgu Province in Benin Republic.

NIGERIA- NIGER BORDERS:

Bagudo LGA in the then Sokoto State (now divided into Sokoto and Kebbi States) of Nigeria and part of the eight districts of Borgu Province and Department of Dosso and Tahoua in Niger Republic; Argungu and Gwadabawa LGAs in Sokoto State of Nigeria and the local communities of Dago Duchi and Mantakai in Department of Dosso and Tahoua in Niger Republic; Shinkafe and Kaura Namode in Nigeria and the local community in Department of Dosso and Tahoua in Niger Republic; Kebbi (Birnin Kebbi) LGA in the then Sokoto State (now Kebbi State) of Nigeria and the local community of Filinguee in Niger Republic; Katsina and Mani LGAs including Maradi and Tassawa (Tassoua) in the then Kaduna State (now Katsina) and Daura LGA in Kaduna State of Nigeria and many of the local communities of Niger Republic; Birin Kula in Bamle Village with border settlements and houses partly in Niger and partly in Nigeria; Dambata and Gunel LGAs in old Kano State and Department of Zinder in Niger Republic; Nguru, Geidam and West of Kukawa LGAs in Borno State of Nigeria and Local communities in Department of Zinder in Niger Republic.

NIGERIA- CHAD BORDERS:

Local areas of Monguno, Ngala, Bama and Gwoza in Chad Republic; The Lake Chad region that borders Nigeria and her neighbours.

NIGERIA- CAMEROUN BORDERS:

Traditional states and  communities of Adamawa (Sardauna), Mandara, the Hingi, Michika, Mubi, Fufori, Ganya, Wukati and others in old Gongola State and neighbouring local communities in Cameroun; Traditional communities of Kwande in old Benue State and neighbouring local communities in Cameroun; Traditional communities of Odukpani in the Ododop area of old Cross Rivers State (now Akwa Ibom State ) and neighbouring local communities in Cameroun; Traditional communities of Obudu, Ikom and Akamkpa in the Ekoi and the Efik areas of old Cross Rivers State and neighbouring local communities in Cameroon.

The Characteristics of Borderlands in Nigeria with her Neighbours

Characteristics of the Borderland (frontiers) were severally identified by as comprising of location, interaction patterns and transitional features(Addo, 2006). Location deals with boundaries in relation to political units, the government function and the capital or core areas while the interaction patterns deals with relationship of the population in the respective political units across the borderlands and the product of their frontier relationship, including conflicts and settlements and impact of borderland on culture and development. Transitional features at the borders relates to changes witnessed in the transitional zones as a result of border activities in terms of development, economic activities, trade exchange and cultural values.

The factors militating against the most newly created modern African states in the areas of managing their borders and safeguarding it from intrusion and invasion of any kind from aliens, strangers and unqualified neighbours suffice. The problem is pronounced towards defining and restraining people who should exercise citizenship within the context of the modern African states, not in terms of their location, but it terms of their nationality, relationship and activities across the borders. Many citizens across the divide have relations and traditional ties to people existing as citizens of different nation-states, whom they cannot divorce totally or set apart in sustaining their traditional sentiments and cultural understanding despites the rules of inter-state relations and boundary crossing.

The embroiling border crisis among neighbours with claims and counter claims of access to lands across the borders of modern African States and the need to preserve their territorial integrity was very critical at the time of independence. It was obvious that there was a great need to find means of resolving the challenges that bothers on or arises from national frontiers and borders with their porosity or accept, alter or manage it through agreements despite the challenging situation. The need for political and diplomatic compromises was therefore a necessary solution to hasten the continent’s reunification and guarantee Africa’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Most of the new African States and their political leadership were forced to appreciate the need for regional cooperation and access to unrestricted and freer inter-state border crossing and movements across the region to sustain the age-long traditional relationship and communality, despite their territorial integrity and separate political sovereignty.

This situation made OAU at its formative stage in 1963 to resolve to ferment African Unity by reducing conflagration of conflicts while working for fragmentation of African States and promotion of African unity to keep a common front in its fight against European colonialism and neo-colonial interest. A former Mali’s President, Modibo Keita therefore put it’s thus: ‘We must take Africa as it is, and we must renounce any territorial claims, if we do not wish to introduce what we might call black imperialism’(Akinyemi, 2013).

The Sene-Gambia Confederation is a viable example of the African initiatives in the attempt to break the barriers created by colonial rule and boundary demarcations of modern African States in the Senegal/Gambia Region. This was initiated with a view to fuse the two states together in several areas of cooperation, until it failed and the two reverted to their formal status. The creation of Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in 1975 was another strategy at the regional level to sensitize cooperation among Africans and to achieve cross-border movements and free trade within the sub-region. Similar occurrences are traceable in the Northern and Southern African Sub-Region where attempts are made for free passage and free trade within the zones by citizens.

The compromises attained among Africans led to regional cooperation, trade, free movement where possible and even political stability in the region, would not remove the facts that independent African States should exist as separate entities within their boundaries secured. Major indicators in 2013 statistics of World Index with focus on Safety and Rule of law, Participation and Human Rights, Sustainable economic opportunity and Human Development (and which to a great extent include reports on border issues, cross border impacts and immigration) showed that Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy, is lagging behind most African countries after being ranked 41st out of 52 countries in Africa with 43.4% (Hatchard, 2006). Outside of China, Russia, Brazil and the European Union, African countries have a unique rate of land borders and neighbours(Styan, 2007). For instance, 18 of the top 46 countries with long borders in the world are in Africa and Nigeria is ranked 18th on the list. Despite the fact that Nigeria has fewer neighbours with a shorter land border which should make it safer than Mauritania, Angola or South Africa, only four African countries namely: Democratic Republic of Congo, Central Africa Republic, Chad and Libya, with longer land borders and more neighbours are worse off than Nigeria(Styan, 2007).

The unseeingly challenges of cross-border activities particularly in the areas of exploration and benefits of mineral and natural resources, migration, border control and closure, access to and utility of energy resource and infrastructures through dam construction and diversion of water within the sub-region, crime issues and illicit transnational trade across the porous borders, unrestricted frontiers and smuggling which is harmful to the economy; the rise and threats of emerging separatists, militia and terrorist groups and its implication for national security suffice.

Security 

Ogunleye et al. (2011) define security as the freedom of citizens to engage in their day-to-day activities safely, peacefully and without harassment. It equally connotes all-round protection of citizens: individuals or groups, properties, and trade and commerce financed both individually and by government. Walt’s definition presents security as involving knowledge of the root cause of challenges and of the use and control of well-equipped security agents to stop or at least combat the enemy in a war situation (Walt, 1991). Achumba et al. (2013) summarize security into four dimensions: peaceful pursuit of economy that yields income for good living, pro-activeness of citizens, safety from criminal activities, as well as psychological terror. This definition indicates that security combats all threats – physical, economic and psychological. It does mean that there will always be threats which need to be combated as situations arise. According to Eselebor (2013), two security schools of thought currently exist. They are traditionalist and non-traditionalist. The traditionalists continue to support the Cold War conception of security which centers on military and state-centric approaches. This shows that traditionalists in security studies equate the concept of security with military accounting and the use of force. The focus on military threats and the use of force complement ideas of power and interest, rather than the tough-minded approach to foreign policy which seemed appropriate for the Cold War years (Garnett, 1996). The non-traditionalist school on the other hand, has gone a step further by broadening the meaning of security from just the military and use of force to include issues such as human, environmental, economic, social, feminist and other threats. While nontraditional security focuses on what could possibly endanger the survival of the individual (human security) as well as the state, traditional security’s emphasis is centered on the state. The border in this discourse is about protection, stability and security of the state.
Border Security

International law recognizes states on the proviso that the entity puts in adequate resources to keep its boundaries under strict surveillance to ensure citizens’ protection; states are thus classified as strong, weak or failed. Border security can be defined and implied in this study as the statutory purpose of preventing unlawful changes to the state border regime, maintaining the border regime and the regime at border crossing points from violation. Border security is a factor of border management. International borders are a security issue for all governments. States are recognized under international law by their capability to maintain their boundaries, secure their territories, and protect their citizens. The ability to secure national borders is one of the criteria used to classify states as strong, weak and failed. A state has a primary responsibility of protecting its citizens from both internal and external threats to their livelihoods. It must be pointed out that the strategic location of a country determines opportunities for illegal activities that exists or can take place in its border areas. Some countries are more threatened by insecurities or mismanagement of other countries borders than their own. Border Security means different things: border control, border management, border monitoring, border protection, etc. Usually, border security has been used to mean border control, which seeks to facilitate or limit the movements of people, animals, plants, and goods in and out of a country. Border control is divided into two main categories: securing borderlines (activities along the boundary), and controlling ports (harbors, border posts and airports) of entry.

Border management

Border management is a function of regime types in place for the purpose of maintaining border administration. It includes routine administration to be undertaken at the border and in border zones. Border management generally rests on governmental surveillance agencies like the immigration, customs and police forces to ensure a lawful flow of human and economic resources in the national interest, be it economic security or peace. This explains why customs officers in Nigeria go to markets and warehouses to impound smuggled prohibited goods. The number of agencies in border management is great, especially at border crossings, but a recognized border point is where you have the presence of Port Health, Immigration and Customs facilities. Other agencies such as the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC), Plant and Animal Quarantine, Standards Organization and Directorate of State Security Services (DSS), among others, play complimentary roles. Border management also involves ensuring that there is no trespassing beyond the state’s boundary beacons delimiting the country’s land space. It is therefore good if the security apparatuses are integrated and work cooperatively towards attaining stated objectives. It can also be bad, if it is non-responsive to the security needs of benefactors, including the individual, the society and the state at large.

Sources Of Nigeria Border Insecurity

Lack of political will and commitment of resources to effectively manage borders. 

Lack of cooperation within departments, between departments and between countries. Inadequate personnel available for deployment on the borders.  

Inadequate skills of personnel deployed to manage borders.  

Poor motivation among border personnel.  

Lack or poor intelligence sharing between agencies and countries.  

Lack of facilities and equipment to secure and manage borders.  

Lack of office spaces & accommodation for border patrol & control personnel (dilapidated houses with collapsing walls and leaking roofs).

Poor and inadequate communication channels—most of the border management personnel do not have the basic communication means such as radios or even mobile phones.  

Lack of transport and roads along borders to enable patrols.  

Poorly controlled and managed border points due to absence of offices.  

Poorly demarcated borders; as pointed out above, more than 75% of African boundaries are poorly marked or unmarked.  

Illegal border crossing points, usually called “mice or rat routes,” are used by smugglers who charge a fee ranging from $15-100 depending on the difficulty of terrain and presence of border security personnel.  

Porosity of borders: “The porosity of the land borders is perceived by some as a danger and vulnerability, but for the borderland communities it is an essential part of their very mode of transnational existence, of their social and economic life and of the cultural uniqueness that conform to their identity and livelihoods.  

Presence of cross-border communities that are difficult to administer and often uncooperative in managing borders. Some borders, particularly in Eastern African, have become almost unmanageable due to the lifestyles (gun culture) of pastoralist border communities.  

Lack or non-functioning border commissions.  

High-level corruption, most of the border security in Nigeria and environ are highly corrupt. Many of the security officers have been accused, such as immigration officials of selling passports to foreigners and police of fleecing passengers at checkpoints.
Borderland Crimes in Nigeria

There are several trans-border crimes in Nigeria. These crimes include includes the narcotics trade and money laundering, and their connections to illegal migration and people trafficking (Styan., 2007). Others are women and child trafficking, smuggling (small and light weapons, food items, vehicles among others). In parts of North-eastern Nigeria, the movement of people and arms across borders has created severe security problems in recent years. Large bands of gunmen, remnants of rebel wars in Niger and Chad in the last decade, have slipped into Nigeria where they have become bandits, making major highways and many isolated towns and villages unsafe (Onuoha, 2013). In recent times police reports indicate that some of these gunmen from neighboring countries have become involved as mercenaries in an ethno-religious crisis rocking the central state of Plateau. A number of them have been captured fighting on the side of herdsmen against local farming communities in some Plateau districts. Onyekwelu (2012) added that Nigeria's northern border areas are also frequently used by car thieves and the criminal rings that specialize in trafficking young women through North Africa to Europe, where they work as prostitutes. The area along Nigeria's South-eastern border with Cameroon has been identified over the years as one favored by child traffickers. Studies conducted by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) indicate that coastal and border towns in the southeastern states of Cross River, Akwa Ibom and Rivers are frequently used as staging points by child trafficking rings for moving children, mostly by sea, to destinations including Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, and Cameroon. "There are many cases of children and young women taken from Togo, Benin and other West African countries, who are brought into Nigeria and moved to the southeast areas," Chinwe Okonji, a researcher who has investigated child trafficking, told IRIN. "Through coastal and border towns such as Eastern Obolo, Eket, Ibeno, Ikom and Oron, they are transported mostly by sea to the recipient countries" (cited in Opanike, 2015). The Seme border is a historical coastal town in Badagry between Nigeria and Republic du Benin and the border is as old as the country itself. It is a settlement in Nigeria and very close to Cotonou and Nigeria shares about 1,000km with the Benin Republic. The border area between Nigeria and Benin is actually Seme/Krake border area as against believes that Seme was a Benin territory. The Kraka is also a coastal town in Benin and often safeguarded by the Customs, police and phytosanitary. Seme area comprises of NCS, ANCLA, NQS, NAFDAC, NIS, NDLEA, SSS, SON, NPF, and PHS among others (CEDEAO ECOWAS 2014). The Seme border area has been seen as “an important channel for better regional integration within ECOWAS” (Uchenna, 2016). The area is predominantly inhabited by the Aworis, Ijaw and Eguns and farming, fishing is their occupation. According to Mbachu (2012), the Nigerian Seme Border is demarcated without any clearcut policy to back it up and the security personnel safeguarding the area are not efficient. The security personnel- Customs, Immigration, FRSC, Army, Navy are been designated to the various outpost on both sides of the borders but their activities need to be questioned. Furthermore, the challenges of cross-border crime on the security of Nigeria are not adequately researched especially with the current trend in the international community of terrorism. Every country is prone to terrorist attack and Nigeria has been affected highly by the Boko Haram sect in the Northern part of the country. The porosity of the borders around Niger and Cameroon gave way for the influx of external migrants to perpetrate attacks on foreign lands. Various scholars (Hatchard, 2006; Durkin, 2009; Ering, 2011; Akinyemi, 2013; Aning & Pokoo, 2014), have researched on the safety at the borders and likewise the rate at which crimes are perpetrated but adequate attention is not given to the security personnel across the border areas. Some of the border crimes in Nigeria are identified by scholars to include,

a) Smuggling: The concept smuggling has been a major issue facing security operatives across the border areas in Nigeria and West Africa as a whole. West Africa is under attack from international criminal networks that are using the sub-region as a key global hub for the distribution, wholesale, and increasing production of illicit drugs (Brown, 2013). Despite the presence of various security operatives around the border area with around 19 checkpoints mounted by the Nigerian Customs, Immigration, NDLEA and the Police, there are daily smuggling of goods at the Nigerian borders.

b) Drug Trafficking: The introduction of drugs trafficking in West Africa is has been traced to Nigeria. Being the most populous black nation with high population, the criminal who are not Nigerians often disguise as one. The first arrest was made in 1983 and during Gen. Buhari regime, he introduced the death penalty for drug traffickers (UNODC, 2015; Stephen, 2016). This caused panic among the couriers leading to the push towards Ghana. The border area between Nigeria and Benin served as the alternative route for the traffickers into Ghana before it is later airlifted to the destination. This event led to the establishment of NDLEA to combat illicit drugs but in recent times, the agency has been tarnished as a result of various corrupt practices and sabotaging by its officials (National Security Strategy, 2011; Newspaper, 2016). The commonly trafficked drugs include heroin, cannabis, cocaine and synthetic drugs. The drug menace became one of Nigeria's major security challenges right at the dawn of independence with discoveries of cannabis farms in the country, arrests of Nigerian cannabis traffickers abroad, and reports of psychological disorders suspected to be associated with cannabis use. In the early 1980s, however, the problem of drug trafficking became a major problem following alleged involvement of military personnel in heroin trafficking in Nigeria (Obot, 2004). Nigeria is a major source of heroin and cocaine. Nigerian drug dealers use large numbers of small-scale smugglers, each carrying a tiny quantity of heroin, sometimes packed in condoms and then swallowed. The major routes of Nigerian traffickers are Ghana, the Ivory Coast, Senegal and South Africa for heroin and cocaine destined for Europe and the United States (Sabrina et al., 1998). Nigeria and Senegal are the sources of the greatest volumes of cocaine seized on commercial air flights (United Nations, 2008).

c) Arm proliferation: The proliferation of arms in West Africa is assisted by supplies from current and past conflict zones, corrupt law enforcement and military personnel selling their weapons, and growing domestic artisan production from Senegal, Guinea, Ghana and Nigeria, which passes down established trade route (Vines, 2005). Cyber-crime (419 scams) which Former Secretary of State of the United States, Colin Powell, has referred to Nigeria as "a nation of scammers (Glickman, 2005) is another example of trans-border crime. 
d) Prostitution and child trafficking: Garuba (2010) identified prostitution and child trafficking as major among border crimes in Nigeria. He maintained that the porosity of African borders had been one major issue affecting the development of the continent, West Africa in particular. There is no effective policy to curtail the rate at which people migrate and transact trade without being duly checked at the borders.

Other Border related security Crimes In Nigeria Borderlands

A number of security threats and operational criminal challenges face the border security and management agencies in Nigeria. These include:

1 Narcotics – Nigeria is a source, transit and receiving country for the narcotics trade in West Africa and this poses many challenges in policing borderlands, seaports and airports, where the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency lacks the capacity and technical ability to combat that same narcotics trade.

2. Insurgency, terrorism and religious extremism – The three identified challenges are treated as one, since they are most often connected in cross-border settings. Since 2009 when Boko Haram took center stage in irredentism, North-Eastern Nigeria has become their base of operation. This can be explained from the perspective that the states of Borno, Adamawa and Yobe share a large expanse of borders with Niger, Chad and Cameroun. The asymmetric approach employed by the terrorists and extremists seems to benefit from the porosity of borders in this region, particularly and most importantly since the border security apparatuses have collapsed.

3. Small arms and light weapons (SALW) proliferation  – Despite the moratorium on the import and export of SALW, the porosity of land and sea borders has made it possible for traffickers to bring into Nigeria sophisticated arms and ammunitions used for heinous crimes like kidnap, armed robbery and terrorism.

4 Transhumance  – In another development, the emerging threat of herder–farmer conflicts, claiming several lives in Nigeria since 2015, is an indication of infiltration through the Northern axis of borderlands from neighboring states. The herders are known to have attacked villages, police and military formations with sophisticated weaponry, made possible with the ease of access to arms and ammunitions from leaky borders.

5 People smuggling and human trafficking  – People smuggling is an organized criminal activity with huge profits for the criminals involved, who facilitate the illegal cross-border movement of people who wish to migrate, often for economic reasons. Human trafficking is a heinous crime, based entirely on exploitative tendencies. It is a specific offense that preys on the vulnerability of victims, mostly women, children and other vulnerable groups. People smuggling and human trafficking constitute offenses, but the criminal enterprise is not abating, and Nigeria is a source, transit and destination country. The perpetrators are also linked to terrorism, the drug trade and smuggling of goods, small arms and light weapons.

6. Prohibited goods smuggling  – There are other forms of smuggling, mostly related to prohibited goods and harmful substances. Some have to do with evasion of customs tariffs and duties payable. Goods commonly smuggled across the porous borders of Nigeria include second-hand clothing, poultry products, used cars, parboiled rice, pharmaceutical products and other consumables.
Effects of Cross-BorderCrimes and National Security in Nigeria

Cross-border crime represents a number of illegal and notorious activities carried out by individuals and groups across national and international borders, either for financial or economic benefits also socio-political cum religious considerations. It is a set of criminal acts whose perpetrators and repercussions go beyond territorial borders (Owolabi, 2009).

Records available to the Nigeria Immigration Service revealed that there are over 1,400 illegal routes into Nigeria – 1,316 more than the approved number of border control posts. The 84 approved border controls cover 4,047km, the total length of Nigeria's land border. Ogun and Adamawa states, for example, have 83 and 80 illegal posts respectively (Brown, 2013). The activities of smuggling and tax evasion in cross-border movements across Nigeria-Niger border provides the transitional features of border economic activities, interaction patterns in the border regions and flouting of international laws and convention on border crossing to the detriment of the national interest and invariably the national security in that era (Carr, 2011). It also indicated that porous features of the border region and the prevailing economic policies of the neighboring states are tantamount to influence illegal cross-border transactions in goods, currency and other threatening circumstance (Durkin, 2009). Ering (2011) noted that the implication is that Nigeria is not safe due to cross-border population and its attendant economic activities, cross-border crossing and immigration, ineffective border control and the porosity of Nigerian borders which is a challenge to Nigeria national security and boundary questions. In the north-east, the borders Nigeria shares with Cameroun, Niger and Chad stretch over 1,690, 1,497 and 87 kilometers respectively. The porosity of the Nigerian borders is the main factor encouraging the proliferation of illegal arms and insurgencies in the country. According to Ezeanyika and Ubah (2012), reported that an arms trade expert, William M. Hartung argues that conflicts in Africa have attracted arms deal and the influx of arms to different parts of North, West and Central Africa that have proximity with Nigeria. Hence, in linking the flourishing arms market in Africa to the strengthening of the Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria as a challenge of the nation's territorial integrity and national security, he admitted that the proliferation of arms has become a matter of concern owing to the facts that subsist thus: “It's one conflict after another...Because of the nature of the conflict … the concentration of conflicts … the black market in Central Africa is more vibrant than other places” (Garuba, 2010). Gros (2011) revealed that the situation of Nigeria's porous borders, which serve as conduits for illicit transnational traffic of small arms and light weapons and drugs, is further exacerbated by the limited presence of security and law enforcement officials. If they are present, they are poorly equipped, poorly paid, poorly trained and sometimes compromised or recruited to do the bid of the insurgents. It was also widely reported on accounts of current and former U.S. officials and arms experts that most of Boko Haram weapons were either stolen from Nigerian military stocks or purchased from the thriving Central African arms black market, owing to the insurgents' source of weaponry, its sophistication, and sheer number. The news report further credited a statement to a former US Ambassador in Nigeria - John Campbell, admitting that: “There are hints that sympathizers in the Nigerian Army will deliberately leave doors of armouries unlocked for Boko Haram” (Glickman, 2005) He concluded that the array of small and automatic weapons, grenades, mortars, mines and car bombs “is all Boko Haram's soldiers need to carry out their brand of terrorism.

Border crimes have been one of the issues affecting the security of the country. The various crimes have posed a serious challenge to lives and properties. Findings reveal that lives are been lost on regular bases especially in communities surrounding the border area when there is any gunfight between the security agencies and the criminals. Numerous times, there have been community clashes leading to the death of security agents and also smugglers in this area. This often escalates into expanded conflict as findings show that, there has been the faceoff between security agents and the communities who always try to protect their people. The security agents need to conduct their work diligently but the communities always prove as a stumbling block and it's a danger to the security of lives and properties. Criminal activities tend to increase daily as a result of border crimes according to a Hatchard (2006). Lahav (2013) added that there have been cases of criminals from neighboring country terrorizing citizens in Nigeria and because of the porosity of the border area, it's easier for the criminals to escape. Research shows that members of the communities, especially in Seme, often lead those criminals along illegal routes that are unknown to the security agencies. Not all routes are been guarded thereby enabling the continuous flow of criminals. For instance, the recent ban on land importation on the vehicle has an adverse effect on those practicing the trade. They tend to have no form of income and would thereafter engage themselves in illegal activities like armed robbery. Robbery attacks have always been foiled by the Police Force in Seme on various occasion but most of them often run into Benin where they can easily mix without been detected. Border crimes in Nigeria affect the development of the economy. With the increase in cybercrime and money laundering, the economic situation of the country is been affected. Resources that should be used for development of the country is been transferred to other places. Findings from studies conducted by Lahav (2013) show that bags loaded with money are usually smuggled across the Seme borders on daily basis. This revenue which is meant for development but is turned to personal use thereby leading economic woes. With the high rate of corruption in the country, revenue is not shared equally thereby and leaders are not helping as they are the dominant traffickers of money across the borders. Corruption has perpetuated the institutions of public service in Nigeria. There are cases of drug abuse because of smuggling of nicotine into the country at the borders. The use of hard drugs by youth especially affects their psychological state of mind. They tend to behave in an abnormal way making them not useful to the society. This increases the rate of people in the psychiatric hospital which is not good for the human manpower in the country. The challenges are unending and it is mostly attributed to poverty and high-level corruption. Most of the border security agents in Nigeria and environ are highly corrupt. Many of the security officers have been accused, such as immigration officials of selling passports to foreigners and police of fleecing passengers at checkpoints. These issues leave much to be desired

Strategies to Improve Border Security and Management in Nigeria

Border security is a factor of border management. International borders are a security issue for all governments. States are recognized under international law by their capability to maintain their boundaries, secure their territories, and protect their citizens. The ability to secure national borders is one of the criteria used to classify states as strong, weak and failed (Durkin, 2009). A state has a primary responsibility of protecting its citizens from both internal and external threats to their livelihoods. It must be pointed out that the strategic location of a country determines opportunities for illegal activities that exists or can take place in its border areas. Some countries are more threatened by insecurities or mismanagement of other countries borders than their own (Ering, 2011). Border security means different things: border control, border management, border monitoring, border protection, etc. Usually, border security has been used to mean border control, which seeks to facilitate or limit the movements of people, animals, plants, and goods in and out of a country (Ezeanyika & Ubah, 2012). Border management is defined as the government functions of immigration, customs, and excise, and police, with the aim of controlling and regulating the flow of people and goods across a country's border/boundary in the national interest (particularly economic development, security, and peace) (Adebayo, 2005). Border management also includes maintenance of boundary beacons that mark the physical limits of the country's territory. Border management is a collaborative process between a country and its neighbors. It cannot be done unilaterally, and it is most effective and efficient when done regionally. Key stakeholders in border management in Nigeria include;

i. Customs, immigration, police, armed forces, 

ii. Ministry of agriculture; exist for quarantine purposes, 

iii. Airline operatives 

iv. Shipping companies 

v. Border local authorities 

vi. International business companies and individuals; Individuals residents of the borders or travellers across boundaries e.g. traders, relatives, tourists or terrorists)

Despite these operatives, border management in Nigeria remains a concern. Nigeria border security issues are distinctive when compared to the other countries of the world. Because of this fact, these borders are not monitored, patrolled or controlled. Consequently, these borders have become transit points for smuggling and other illegal cross-border activities (Guy and Martin, 2011). The failure of the Nigerian government to manage its borders affects domestic and international economic activities. It is also a threat to national sovereignty and security of the nation. To this end, the study suggests the following measures in improving the border management strategies of the country.

1. Increased manpower: this is concerned with security operatives at the border areas. Recent studies show that the number of security operatives required to manage the Nigerian border areas is inadequate. This calls for the recruitment and training of more security operatives to manage the Nigeria border. To check corruption, the welfare of border security operatives must be properly guaranteed.

2. Sanitization and enlightenment of the border security: constant training and enlightenment must be conducted monthly by the various security agencies. These training and workshops should be held occasionally to enable the agencies to sharpen up their ideas. Majority of the officers are not well trained and often get into positions through illegal means and for them to be prepared to combat crime, training needs to be conducted. These will enhance the capacity of the agency to act effectively

3. Technological improvement: As crime increases with the advent of technology, it is necessary to develop improve skills to manage the emerging challenges. The Nigerian government must introduce modern technology in her efforts to combat crimes across the border area. The technologies are required in areas like cameras, robots, scanners among others. Sniffing dogs are trained specially by drug-related agencies to easily help detect illegal materials. A central database and watch house should be instituted whereby the cameras are been installed in hidden selected places. Anew machine that can scan vehicles and humans should be introduced and it will make the job of the security agent easier and reduces crime.

2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK

A theoretical framework includes concepts and, accompanied by their definitions and reference to pertinent scholarly literature, existing theories used for a particular study. This demonstrates an understanding of theories and concepts that are relevant to the topic of a research paper and that relate to the broader areas of knowledge being considered (Labaree, 2009). Research conducted around the use of technology in banking has employed the application of several research models and theories to explain factors that lead to adoption of technology.  The framework theories supporting the study are discussed below;

Complex Adaptive System And Complexity Theory

The theory is about 30 years old since inception, having being established by physicists, economists and others studying complexity at the Santafe Institute in New Mexico, USA sometimes around 1987. Four of its major theorists are Murray Gell-Mann, John H. Holland, W. Brian Arthur and Simon A. Levin. Complex Adaptive system (CAS) could be defined as “a regularly interacting and interdependent group of parts, items, or people that form a unified whole with the purpose of establishing a goal” (Beerel, 2009), while a complex system is a large network of relatively simple components with no central control, in which emergent complex behaviour is exhibited (Mitchell, 2006). A complex adaptive system is a group of simple parts, items, or people that interact; and collectively influence the behaviour of the larger system, behaviour of which is irreducible to parts (Brownlee, 2007). Borders can be likened to a CAS because they are more than clear delineating lines separating countries. They serve as corridors, frontiers, areas, religious and political interfaces. They influence foreign relations, reflect values and fears, and also serve as economic hubs of any nation across the world. These relationships and dynamics create the complexity that a border showcases.

The term complex adaptive system epitomizes the fact that a perfect understanding of the individual parts does not automatically convey a perfect understanding of the whole systems behaviour. Mention must however be made that CAS is not a single theory as it encompasses more than one theoretical framework, seeking the answers to some fundamental questions about, living, adaptable, changeable systems. Complex adaptive systems are characterized by a high degree of adaptive capacity, giving them resilience in the face of perturbation. Complex adaptive systems provide feedback loops which are quite important in analysis between agents. This is quite important in classifying borders as CAS in view of the capabilities to continuously give feedbacks. CAS are quite critical to comprehending the dynamics of interdependencies, relationship, and identification of effective performance measures that Borders portends. Issues of immigration, trade, crime, terrorism, drug trafficking, drug trafficking and enforcement behaviours are created and reinforced by system dynamics that CAS offers. What, where, when and how do social, economic, political, cultural or religious factors affect borders? How do these behaviours change overtime and space? These questions reflect system thinking and such answers can be used in developing patterns which makes sense. Moreover, fluctuations, changes and responses from the Borders as a system can be understood not to come from mechanistic processes, but from learned human behaviors and individual differences of border threats, identities, perceived fairness to policies, quality of information and desired security levels.

Failed State Theory

Proponents note that a failed state is a country with a government that cannot or will not deliver essential political goods (public services) to its citizens (Gros, 2011). The state, usually not yet a nation-state, may hold a seat in the United Nations and function as a sovereign entity in regional and world politics, but so far as most of its people are concerned, the state fails them by its inability to perform state functions adequately. Thus, failed states are those political entities in international politics that supply deficient qualities and quantities of political goods and, simultaneously, no longer exercise a monopoly of violence within their territories (Aguilar-Millan, Foltz, Jackson and Oberg, 2008).

Failed states are those whose power grids have experienced frequent, sustained, and massive breakdown, such that the state authorities are no longer able to project real power on a consistent basis (Gros, 2011). This theory is best suitable to explain the challenges faced by the Nigerian occasioned by the inability to secure its borders and these results in various crimes which thereafter spread to neighboring countries.

Theory of Transnationalism

The theory of transnationalism was popularized in the early 20th century by Randolph Bourne which grown out of the increased interconnectivity between people and receding economic and social significance of boundaries among nation-state (Transnationalism, 2016). Transnationalism talks about the process where immigrants forge and sustain multi-stranded social relations that link together their societies of origin and that of their host country (Rosemberg, Boutain & Mohammed, 2016). It is based on increased functional integration and multiple interaction or links of people, states and institutions across borders or beyond state boundaries, which can affect the capability of states. This increased interaction is facilitated by globalization. This theory viewed that the increase in interaction between non-state actors (as a result of globalization) across borders has led to several impact on the capability of states. Therefore, the constant cross border activities or interactions affect the domestic policies of state actors (which can reduce the importance of states). This transnational interaction can take place in one country while the effects are seen in another country (Soehi & Waldinger, 2012). This theory or approach “emphasizes the ways in which nations are no longer able to contain or control the disputes or negotiation through which social groups annex a global dimension to their meaningful practices, the notion of diaspora brings to the fore the racial dynamics underlying the international division of labour and the economic turmoil of global capital” (Transnationalism, 2016). The theory of transnationalism has the following assumptions:

i. Persons are not bound to place, as much, as they are to space and technologies of place.

ii. There is cultural connectivity and reproduction and human mobility. Meaning that individuals or immigrants maintained cultural ties with their parent country and reproduce these cultural-related activities in their host country when the need arises. 

iii. Some immigrants stay abreast of and influence the political-related occurrences of both their home and host country. 

iv. The increased cross-border activities and interactions affect the capability of states. (Rosemberg et al, 2016).

This theory is relevant or can be applied to this study because there has existed several increased relations or interaction between people or non-state actors beyond Nigerian borders. With the help of globalization, Nigerian citizens have maintained ties with citizens in other countries with ease. These interactions can be in form of economic, social, cultural and political interaction. The constant ties or interactions of people from different countries within and across Nigerian borders most times serves as a problem to state’s capability on how to ensure effective border security and national security in Nigeria. As people interact across borders by engaging in illegal or illicit trade activities and other organized crimes, they most times devise several means on how to sustain such relations across borders. This can lead to several challenges to state’s capability to control and manage its borders from unnecessary infiltrations that can pose a threat to sovereignty and survival of the state.

2.3 EMPIRICAL REVIEW

Osimen, and Oyindamola(2017), investigated the borderless-border and internal security challenges in Nigeria. The study probed into the nature of Nigeria borders using analytical framework of assessment in the emerging trans-border crimes, the causes and sources of insecurity of lives and property in Nigeria. The study then revealed that the major criminal activities in Nigeria borders are smuggling of contraband goods and illegal immigrants, trafficking in weapons and human parts, drug trafficking, vehicle crime, trafficking of illegally exploited natural resources, including the illicit trade in timber, oil and diamond among others. The study then suggests that much of the conventional wisdom regarding how best to address Nigeria border crime and security is not only enacting a law but also creating proper national security awareness, involvement of new stakeholders in the security sector and strong institutional framework to checkmate the activities of trans- border crime.

Uzoma, and Ohazurike(2016), examined border security and national security in Nigeria. the study critically examined the issue of border security and national security in Nigeria. The main objectives of this work are to ascertain the effects of poor border security on Nigeria’s national security and identify the challenge of effective border security in Nigeria. Theory of transnationalism was adopted as a framework for analysis. The work sourced data through secondary sources and the data were analyzed qualitatively. The paper observed that the problem of achieving effective border security has posed a great threat to Nigerian national security because it has contributed to infiltration of terrorists/ insurgency; loss of government revenue; smuggling or trafficking of illegal goods etc. In addition, it was revealed that the issue of corruption; poor technological gadgets, porous nature of the borders etc serve as strong challenge to effective border security in Nigeria. The paper suggested that adequate provision of funds; use of modern technological gadgets; adequate training of security personnel; strengthening of Multinational Joint Task Force etc, will go a long way in achieving effective border security in Nigeria in order to promote national security and development.

In addition, Farouk and Mohammed(2019), examined the importance and security challenges of Nigeria-Benin borders; and discussed the reasons for and changing nature of the Nigerian-Benin relations during 2003-2019. Qualitative content analysis was adopted to examine the changing pattern of Nigeria-Benin relations. Finally, the outcome of the paper recommends the review of the borderlines; creating youth employments and improving security services that rhyme with present situation to tackling Nigeria’s insecurity.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.

3.1 Research Design

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e. mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.2 Population of the Study

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals, as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitutes individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out on the examine the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Niger State using Idiroko Town Of Ipokia Local government, Ogun State as a case study. Hence, the population of this study comprises of residents of Idiroko Town in Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State. 
3.3 Sample Size Determination

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.4 Sample Size Selection Technique and Procedure

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researchers adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 

In this study, the researcher adopted a convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of the entire residents of Idiroko Town in Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State, the researcher conveniently selected 147 participants as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.5 Research Instrument and Administration

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.6 Method of Data Collection

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis

The responses were analyzed using frequency tables, and  mean and standard deviation, which provided answers to the research questions. 

In using the mean score, the four points rating scale will be given values as follows:

SA = Strongly Agree

4

A = Agree


3

D = Disagree


2

SD = Strongly Disagree
1

Decision Rule:

To ascertain the decision rule; this formula was used
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4+3+2+1 =10

      4           4


Any score that was 2.5 and above was accepted, while any score that was below 2.5 was rejected. Therefore, 2.5 was the cut-off mean score for decision taken. 

3.8 Validity of the Study

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.9 Reliability of the Study

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.10 Ethical Consideration

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

1 Introduction

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and forty-seven (147) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only one hundred and forty-one (141) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 141 was validated for the analysis.
4.2
Data Presentation

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 147 was calculated for this study. A total of 141 responses were received and validated. For this study a total of 141 was used for the analysis.

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	147
	100

	Received  
	141
	96

	Validated
	141
	96


Source: Field Survey, 2022
Table 4.2: Demographic data of respondents
	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
	
	

	Male
	87
	61%

	Female
	54
	39%

	Age
	
	

	20-24
	17
	12.1%

	25-30
	33
	23.4%

	31-35
	35
	24.8%

	36+
	56
	39.7%

	Religion
	
	

	Muslim
	56
	40%

	Christian
	85
	60%

	Education
	
	

	Dropout
	30
	28.3%

	Basic Education
	10
	7.0%

	Secondary Education
	39
	27.6%

	Tertiary Education
	62
	44.0%

	Occupation
	
	

	Student
	30
	21.2

	Self-employed
	82
	58.1

	Employed
	20
	14.2

	Unemployed
	9
	6.3

	Marital Status 
	
	

	Single
	30
	21%

	Married
	59
	42%

	Separated
	10
	7%

	Divorced
	19
	13%

	Widowed
	23
	16%


Source: Field Survey, 2022

4.3
 ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Question 1: What are the factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders?
Table 4.3: Respondents on the factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D 

  2
	SD 

 1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Poverty
	99
	21
	12
	09
	3.5
	4.5
	Accepted

	2
	Lack Of Good Governance
	78
	43
	14
	06
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted

	3
	Corruption
	86
	15
	26
	14
	3.2
	4.3
	Accepted

	4
	Chronic Armed Conflict
	99
	21
	12
	09
	3.5
	4.5
	Accepted 

	5
	Armed Banditry
	78
	43
	14
	06
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted 

	6
	Porous Border Security
	81
	40
	18
	02
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted

	7
	Transnational Crimes
	80
	41
	16
	04
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted 


Source: Field Survey, 2022
In table 4.3 above, on the factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders, the table shows that all the items (item1-item7) are accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item7) have mean scores above 2.50. This depicts the factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders.
Question 2: To what extent is criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands?
Table 4.4: Responses on the extent criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High extent
	77
	54

	Low extent
	32
	23

	Undecided 
	32
	23

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the extent criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands, 54% of the respondents said high extent, 23% of the respondents said low extent, while the remaining 23% of the respondents were undecided.

Question 3: What are the factors affecting the effective use of artificial intelligence by military operations in Kaduna state?
Table 4.6:  Respondents on the factors affecting the effective use of artificial intelligence by military operations in Kaduna state.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D 

  2
	SD 

 1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Use Of Tankers, Trucks, Trailer And Vehicles in concealing goods
	94
	19
	14
	14
	3.4
	4.5
	Accepted

	2
	Use of drones
	81
	40
	18
	02
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted

	3
	Bribing 
	86
	15
	26
	14
	3.2
	4.3
	Accepted

	4
	Hiding goods in heaps of clothes
	99
	21
	12
	09
	3.5
	4.5
	Accepted 

	5
	Faking pregnancies
	80
	41
	16
	04
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted 

	7
	Storing contraband inside caskets
	99
	21
	12
	09
	3.5
	4.5
	Accepted 

	8
	Use of ambulance to deceive unsuspecting security personnel
	78
	43
	14
	06
	3.4
	4.4
	Accepted 


Source: Field Survey, 2022
In table 4.6 above, on the patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands, the table shows that all the items (item1-item7) are accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item7) have mean scores above 2.50. This depicts the patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands.
Question 4: What is the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands?
Table 4.6: Responses on the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High extent
	71
	50

	Low extent
	20
	14

	Undecided 
	50
	36

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above on the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands, 50% of the respondents said high level, 14% of the respondents said low level, while the remaining 36% of the respondents were undecided.

 CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

5.1 Introduction

This chapter summarizes the findings on the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Ogun State using Idiroko Town Of Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State as a case study. The chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, and recommendations. 
5.2 Summary of the Study

In this study, our focus was on the challenges of criminal antics in borderland security in Ogun State using Idiroko Town Of Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State as a case study. The study is was specifically set to; identify factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigeria, determine the prevalence of criminal antics in Nigeria borderlands, ascertain the patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands, and determine the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands.
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 141 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are residents of Idiroko Town in Ipokia Local Government, Ogun State.
5.3 Conclusions

In the light of the analysis carried out, the following conclusions were drawn.

The factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders include, poverty, lack of good governance, corruption, chronic armed conflict, armed banditry, porous border security and transnational crimes. 

Criminal antics are very prevalent in Nigeria borderlands.

The patterns of criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands comprises of the use of tankers, trucks, trailers and vehicles in concealing goods, use of drones, bribing, hiding goods in heaps of clothes, faking pregnancies, storing contraband inside caskets, and use of ambulance to deceive unsuspecting security personnel.

The extent to which these criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands is high.
5.4 Recommendation
The following recommendations were proffered with respect to the findings of the study;
There is need to strengthen the cooperation and coordination of Nigerian security agencies involved in border control or management. A well coordinated effort and intelligent sharing between security agencies like the Police, Customs, Immigration, Civil Defence Corps, the Military etc will go a long to ensure effective border security.

Strengthening the cooperation, collaboration and coordination between states is very essential. Nigeria and its neighbouring countries need to strengthen their cooperation especially, through the Multi-National Joint Task Force; Joint Border Control Commissions with Niger, Chad, Benin Republic and Cameroon to ensure effective border security.
There is need for the government to construct adequate fences, auto-gates or border plazas. This will help to reduce the size of illegal migration,smuggling of goods and trafficking of persons.

The NCS should be given adequate material and human resources in order to cope with the difficult Nigerian terrain and vastness. This will further enhance the capabilities of the NCS to perform its statutory roles. Aside the provision of patrol vehicles, arms and ammunition and enhanced welfare for the officers and men, other essential working tools like scanners and non-intrusive devices for cargo examination which have since broken down at the nations‟ ports should be provided as a matter of necessity 

Effective utilization or application of basic or essential elements of security, which include timely procurement of security intelligence, prompt identification of threats to both internal and national security with its attendant pro-active security arrangement, threat assessment, statement of aims/objectives of national security objectives and programmes planning to be in line with the objectives of national security.

Adequate training, incentives and equipment for the grooming of efficient and less compromising custom men and most active intelligence Service.
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APPENDIXE

QUESTIONNAIRE

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male

[  ]

Female

[  ]

Age

20-24

[  ]

25-30

[  ]

31-35

[  ]

36+

[  ]

Religion

Muslim
[  ]

Christian
[  ]

Education

Dropout


[  ]

Basic Education

[  ]

Secondary Education

[  ]

Tertiary Education

[  ]

Occupation

Student


[  ]

Self-employed


[  ]

Employed


[  ]

Unemployed


[  ]

Marital Status 

Single

[  ]

Married
[  ]

Separated
[  ]

Divorced
[  ]

Widowed
[  ]

SECTION B

Please tick [√] your most preferred choice and avoid ticking twice on a question.

Question 1: What are the factors influencing borderland crimes in Nigerian borders?
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA
	A  
	D   
	SD 

	1
	Poverty
	
	
	
	

	2
	Lack Of Good Governance
	
	
	
	

	3
	Corruption
	
	
	
	

	4
	Chronic Armed Conflict
	
	
	
	

	5
	Armed Banditry
	
	
	
	

	6
	Porous Border Security
	
	
	
	

	7
	Transnational Crimes
	
	
	
	


Question 2: To what extent is criminal antics prevalent in Nigeria borderlands?
	Options
	Please Tick

	High extent
	

	Low extent
	

	Undecided 
	


Question 3: What are the factors affecting the effective use of artificial intelligence by military operations in Kaduna state?
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA
	A  
	D   
	SD 

	1
	Use Of Tankers, Trucks, Trailer And Vehicles in concealing goods
	
	
	
	

	2
	Use of drones
	
	
	
	

	3
	Bribing 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Hiding goods in heaps of clothes
	
	
	
	

	5
	Faking pregnancies
	
	
	
	

	7
	Storing contraband inside caskets
	
	
	
	

	8
	Use of ambulance to deceive unsuspecting security personnel
	
	
	
	


Question 4: What is the extent to which those criminal antics has militated effective border security in Nigeria borderlands?
	Options
	Please Tick

	High extent
	

	Low extent
	

	Undecided 
	


=  2.5








