CAUSES AND PROBLEMS OF DIVORCE AND ITS EFFECT ON CHILD EDUCATION IN SELECTED SCHOOLS IN EGOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA,  EDO STATE

ABSTRACT
This project deals with the causes and problems of divorce and its effects on the child’s education in some selected secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area, Uwelu Secondary School, Egor Secondary School, Useh Secondary School, Evbarekhe Secondary School, in Ego Local Government Area of Edo State. The purpose of this study is to identify the causes and problems of divorces and the effects on the performance of children in secondary schools. In pursuance of the study, certain problems which require solution were identified and they are: 

Students from broken homes suffer a lot of psychological and emotional problems.

Insecurity and unruly attitude of step-parents of these students lead them to steal items that does not belong to them in school.

Questionnaires were circulated among 120 respondents, a hundred were retrieved and their responses were analyzed by the simple percentage techniques owing to the result of finding, the following recommendations were made. Parents should build their family on sound foundation of love, mutual understanding and good planning in order to bring up children who will be useful to themselves and to the society at large.   
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Marriage of a youth in ancient society was parts of the responsibilities of his parents. The young man had no choices and no say. He accepted his wife his joy and thanks. In some cases, a wife was married for him at a time he could certainly not afford to keep a wife all maintenance was borne by the parents. In the past marriage were a matter within the clan or within clan’s and its environs parents were not anxious to see their suns getting married to girls from distant places or other tribes. 

Marriages arranged by parents on the basis of family friendship ties rarely broke up in the past. Divorce in the ancient times was also very rate, because of penalties of proven infidelity and fear of offending elders of both families in Nigerian, there are four clearly defined types of marriage we have the church or statutory marriage those performed at the mosques and marriage contracted according to native law and customs of any ethnic group. The purpose of marriage is to have children and establish a family. When these children eventually arrive, they are regarded as blessing from God and are social and economic assets to their parents. The family, this time needs a home to live in and feel secured. Thus, home is a place where a family lives and also a place where one secures love. It is a place which provides all individual needed in order to fit into the society successfully. A home provides for food, physical, mental, psychological and spiritual; development of its members. A home is built on love and mutual understanding and good planning is able to meet its goals in a home where love and understanding are lacking, such a home is bound to crack and fissure in all direction. This broken homes are homes or families where either the father or the mother has ceased to be further member of such a home of family through divorce, desertion to mention but a few.    

Divorce therefore can be defined to be personal misfortune for either of the spouse ion any society but it is a universal escape for the inevitable tension is marriage. Divorce as a matter of fact breaks the bonds, which once united two individual and their family. Marriage is a big step in life, in which a person plans as a career or even business, certainly you either fail or succeed. This bond dissolution can occur as a result of extra marital practices by either of the partners, early marriage, a solution where either of the spouses is not ripe enough for marriage before getting married. 

The proper upbringing of children is a more important objective of the family than the happiness of the parents. This is because the early of child life are the formation of personality and these are the years that are spent mainly in association with parent’s siblings and the family. The home as the child’s immediate environment forms the basis for personality development, which accompanies the individual throughout life. As a result of divorce or broken home children fails to develop ties to one or few important person in the family and when these ties are disrupted, children are taught at school impaired in developing close relationship in adulthood. They feel better and carryover critically as a happy person and at the same time cannot concentrate on anything taught at school. When a mother is out of a home, leaving the children under charity and mercy of step-mother, these children are prone to many problems such as poor feeding, negligence not inspired to study or learn, diseases and sicknesses, emotional disturbance (fear, insecurity) as such they are not likely to perform up to expectation in school. For a marriage to be successful there is the need for the couples to be in harmony-mentally, physically, and spiritually. In other words, the husband and the wife must have a common goal and each has to contribute his or her own quota towards its fulfillment and the key ward should be love.   
  

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM   

There are many problems with divorce or broken homes which at the long run reflect on the performance of children in schools. Some of these problems are;

Meeting of a gap on the children’s existence because there is no adult to guide and direct their behavior and desires as children learn by imitation.

There is increase in domestic work and redistribution of household chores, which leaves the children with little or no time for their studies 

Also, it has been observed that children from broken homes suffer some other problems such as non-provision of some basic material needs like non-provision of some basic materials needs like food, clothing and learning material

In security, step parent do not show much love and affection to their step children. Thus, these children suffer from mental retardation, personality improvement and are always miserable. They show behavioral responses like lying, stealing, building and playing truant in school.

In view of this, the researcher is forced to wonder whether extra-relationship and financial problem could lead to broken home, and if broken homes, are they causes of decrease in the performance of children in schools. In that, a closer look at the turn out of secondary school graduates these days reveals a lot of half-cooked, half-boiled and half-baked scholars academically, socially and otherwise.

PURPOSE OF STUDY

The researcher is interested in the study of causes, problems and effects of divorce or broken homes in the performances of children in schools because of the present decrease children’s performance in schools which is giving much concern to most Nigerians as to where we are heading to. In view of this, this study is geared towards identifying the causes and problem of broken homes and the effects on the performance of children in some selected secondary schools in Egor local government area. Also, to educated married couples and the general public of the consequences of divorce and or broken homes on the children and to encourage them to live harmoniously in order to bring up children who will successfully fit into the society and become useful to themselves and finally make necessary recommendations. 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS      

Do couples realize the causes of problems in marriage which lead to divorce? 

Are couples aware of problems associated with divorce as it affect their offspring and the society? 

Does psychological and emotional disturbances lead to academic and social backwardness in schools? 

Does insecurity and unruly attitude of step mothers to students of broken homes lead them to steal at school? 

Does lack of encouragement on the part of step parents contribute to academic backwardness of students? 

Do children from broken homes opportune to plan their future career with their sponsor? 

SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY    


It is hoped that findings from this study will enrich programmes of teaching social studies. The researcher is interested in the study of effect of divorce on the performance of children in schools because whatever happens in the home has a bearing in the academic performance of children. It is necessary to educate the young stars who are yet unmarried about the problems and causes of divorce and their consequences on the children. It will also make young stars to decimate their parents. Findings from this study will aid children from parent who have being thought divorce in the understanding of problem experienced by their parents and give them assurance about their future. 

SCOPE AND LIMITATION 


There are many secondary schools in Egor Local government Area where this research is to be carried out, but due to poor financial position and time factor, the researcher shall limit this study to four secondary schools, Egor Secondary School, Uwelu Secondary School, Useh Secondary School, Evbarekhe Secondary School. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS   

Family: A group of persons, two or more related by blood, marriage or adoption residing together; all such persons are considered as members of one family 

Marriage: Union of man woman as husband and wife. 

Couple: Two persons seen together as husband and wife. 

Divorce: Put an end to a marriage by law.

Infidelity: Disloyalty or unfaithfulness of husband or wife sexually outside matrimonial homes. 

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW 

SCIENTIFIC APPROACH 

In approaching marriage and causes of divorce scientifically, it is necessary to write about the social change on marital stability in our society. Marital stability refers to what constitutes stable relationship between husband, wife and children in a harmonious relationship that is within nuclear family. There are certain factors in our tradition and modern society which militate against marital stability.

Some of these factors can be discussed under vital teaching like courtship, family, organization, age, education, and economic independence. 

COURTSHIP 

During courtship period affect the long run relationship between husband and wife. This is a period of serious preparation between a girl and a boy intending to get married in future. The devotion of nay courtship depends on the two parties concerned. Since it my not necessary end up in marriage, it is an important step in the selection of spouse. According to Omari Peter (1960) says that ‘the partner knows best, the groom requires little time to get use to peculiar attitude of the wife’. This is important to some extent because it avoids dangerous courtship before marriage since not all courtship end up in marriage.

In the past, girls are betrothed before parents allow any form of courtship. The courtship takes a different pattern from our modern courtship. Their own courtship period according to Marsh (1987) ‘during the courtship period, the wife to be at times visits the parents home of her mother-in-law and not with her would-be husband’. This idea was that the young man must put the girl in the family way before dowry was paid. This dowry helped to legalize the marriage, Goode (1963) state, ‘marriage was not just an event but a process in which visiting services and gifts were exchanged over a period of time as marriage relationship strengthened and each spouse was more fully accepted by his relatives. Social changes have contributed to marital instability. This does not mean that in tradition society, marital instability did not occur. These were also evidences of quarrels and divorce that are apparent these days.

Our social set these days is a thing of much importance. Once the couples concerned are socially compatible, there is tend to be irritable behaviour in the home which can speed up divorce.  

FAMILY ORGANIZATION 

Most families are physically separated from the extended family system. The physical separation helped to create inter-independence between husband and wife. It also helps them to have a peaceful life with less interference from the extended family, which is normally the cause of most break-up of marriage because tension from the man’s family gets the woman up set and the man biased or vice-versa. There should be a limit to how the family organization affects marriage.

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

There are bound to be conflict when one partner tries to claim educational superiority over the other. When there are no similarities in educational background they tend to view things or issues differently which pose problems to their marital status.

It is therefore a vital importance that the difference in their educational background should be such that permits intelligent exchange of viewpoints and most important of all at social discussion. The man or woman should at least partake in homely of formal discussions. No partner is happy if his or her partner is unable to keep pace with discussion or debates. The reverse is the case when the educational differences are such that militates against one being unable to discuss in social gathering.

THEORETICAL BASIS OF THE CAUSES OF DIVORCE 

 According to Akanda (1977) ‘marriage is sacred and persons who are sound together in the homes must be of priceless value to one another so that they can enjoy their marriage life to optimum’. A marriage that will succeed must be built on mutual confidence, understanding and the absence of infidelity. There should never be anything like marriage out of sympathy on the part of the woman or the man, that is to say marriage out of mere favour and not of the natural love, such a marriage can be dangerous beyond their capacity to cope with.

There is always joy in a marriage where mutual confidence is present but such confidence is lost when husband is not faithful to his wife or vise-versa, that is, when each of them keeps a secret lover outside the home to whom more attention and money is given such a way of paves way for marital destruction which later leads to divorce.

If marriage is to have continuity, a couple must be ready to settle the problems with God as their third partner. Both husband and wife must take care to accept injury for insult without paying back, to learn to adjust to each others likes and dislikes and to take the initiative in forgiveness. If one will not express regret for an action, the other must often seek for forgiveness; they must learn not to reopen old wounds but must face the future with hope and good promises so that their marriage may continue to stability and sweet bliss.

Another author Burthon (1963) in his book reported that ‘the simplest way to avoid divorce is to marry someone very much like yourself. The more you are alike in thought and actions, the likely for the marriage to succeed when you have the same similarity or compatible talents, likes, dislikes and ambition and moral concepts, you then supplement and build those qualities into each other.

It has been stated by Mohammed Abdul Rauf (1978) that “there are causes which could recommend the dissolution of marriage. A husband who realize his importance of become important or who become incapable of footing the maintenance of his wife, fears that she may take a wrong, decision by keeping for a divorce. This researcher also agrees with Mohammed Abdul Rauf’s submission that will be useless to continue in a marriage of any sort if the couples cannot, reconcile this differences or the marriage will be full of unnecessary pressure such like fault finding and picking up of uncalled for quarrels, in view of Fumilayo Davis (1978) “A stable marriage makes a good home, good home making, good children and invariably a society” no woman should therefore brush aside matter concerning marital instability. All persons involved in marriage should make sure that their marriage is successful. An attempt was made in their article to analyze some of the factors contributing to marital collapse. For example Mary Nwaye (1976) in her write up titled “the nagging syndrome in Sunday times, suggested that lateness of some husband and drunkenness should be considered greater factors that leads to divorce rather than nagging. She says”. I wonder how many women would have patience and wisdom to deal kindly with a drunken husband that staggers into the house disturbing everyone and working up the children that are already a sleep. Whatever the cases couples should try to iron out their differences and accept failures as the case may be consequently, this problem or marital break up is particularly important because children suffer most. In that, it creates serious social and emotional adjustment problems to understand its cause and a such, they may be obsessed with irrational fear that they were at fault. It is easier for them to feel that the parent who is leaving the home does not live them or that they will never be loved again, thus it creates a gap in the children’s existence because there is an abrupt change in the most ultimate part of their lives. In the Nigerian situation with special references to Egor Local Government Area of Edo State after divorce or separation the men who would feel that all his children must live under one roof so as to have a closely knit family wings, the children from the hands of the woman or ex-wife as the case may be and forces his present wife to take over the care of the children. Some men make this children not because they love them so much but because by so doing they believe they are punishing their natural mother. If any body is being punished in these matters, it is the children who face the risk of ill treatment at the hands of step-mothers. At times, many of these men are so busy chasing after money that they have little or not time to oversee things in the homes. Imagine a situation where a man leaves home in the morning while the child is still in bed and returns at night he has no time to look into the child’s exercise books to know the performance of the child at school, or if the child has pay things are incentives, in this circumstances the motherly care will be lacking. There is no woman who can play the role of a biological mother perfectly clothing and feeding and all; that needs. He need touch more than anything else, when some mother touches their step children it will so spank them for other, it is to send them on errands. 

A close watch over children from broken homes shows that many are distant from the rest member of the family. They are not even free to play with their father as much as the other children of the present wife. They are like children raised in total having no commitment. A step child is highly sensitive to withstand sense of security other children push him away from their father his child will recall into his shell. He notices very early that his is alone. He might become a depressed social isolate and deviant. The mo9lding of the children is accomplished through persons to person interaction and the family is the major agency through which this socialization takes place. There is a relationship between family structure and juvenile delinquency. Child comes from broken home where there is no cordial relationship between the parents and the children will tend to be delinquent in case here the fathers have remarried, the step mother who are often very jealous of the children tend to show their feeling by making the children do so much work in the house that they find it impossible to participate in leisure activities. There are days, they will return from school to start preparing their launch themselves, or at time there will be no launch for them at all. And any day any one of them offends in the home, the child will go to bed on an empty stomach. As a result children run away from home and school and while on the street, they engage in various illegal activities such as begging and stealing to feed themselves. Also, in broken homes where parents have the relationship between the children or format marriage and the new partners of such parents is not often cordial. If the step-parents are females the tendency is that they regard these children as their rivals for the husband’s affection and attention to themselves and their children. The husband in order to please these women indulges in given differential treatment to the children of former wife as compared to the children of the new wife. Eventually this result to non satisfaction of the needs of the former wife children.         

Consequently over the years a critical analysis of the standard of the children performance in our secondary institution in some selected schools in Benin City and the state in general reveals the turning out of half-baked, half-built and half-cooked scholars. This increase in poor performance has been attributed to a lot of factors such as broken homes as a matter of fact, makes the children feel better and carryover the tension from home to school. A miserable person cannot as clearly as a happy one and a tensed person cannot concentrate as consistently as a revealed one because children are more vulnerable to emotional upheavals. Sometimes a nursed child show unacceptable behavioural responses like lying, stealing, and playing truant and no teacher can help a child with such problem without the parent’s cooperation, unhappiness unsets and makes children feels distressed. As a result, they will be unable to concentrate on their studies. 

However, stealing in schools ahs been associated with children from broken homes. This is an expression of insecurity. A child who feels he lacks love often takes things that do not belong to him as a way of taking affections. Again dishonesty during test and examinations is not ruled out. This is because, most of the students who comes from broken homes are day students and as such do not have much time to read at home, due to work load of household chores which they have to carryout daily, as a result, they takes to cheating at test and examination in order to perform up to expectation. 

Finally, majority of step children are being over laboured when they come back from school. They are sent to go and fetch water, firewood for the meal and other family errand some are engaged in energy.  

CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The general approach adopted in executing this study research design, this has to do with collecting and funding result on some selected secondary school in Egor Local Government Area. 

AREA OF STUDY 

The area of study of this research work is carried out in four secondary school in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. Namely Egor Secondary School, Useh Secondary School, Uwelu Secondary School, Evbarekhe Secondary School. 

POPULATION AND SAMPLE 

For the purpose of this study a representative sample of 120 people mainly students and teacher will be administered this questionnaires. It is administered to 80 students and 40 teachers they were chosen from four schools out of the rest in Egor Local Government Area. This is to enable the researcher to gather facts to examine the above stated problems. 

SAMPLE AND SAMPLING PROCEDURE 

Researcher select4d the subject by random sampling. About 30 questionnaires were sent out to each of the schools. These responses were between the age ranges of 14-18 years. The researcher therefore based on the ability of the respondents to give reasonable answer to the questionnaires, collected on the spot. 

INSTRUMENTS FOR COLLECTION DATA

In furtherance of the study on the cause and problems of divorce and its effects on child education in some selected secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area. Data were gathered by means of written questionnaires with relevant questions of this study. 

VALIDATION OF THE INSTRUMENT  

The instrument used here has measured that which it was designed to measure. It has looked into the causes and problems of divorce and the effect on child education, and also tries to prove the research as will be revealed in the data analysis. 

RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT 

The evidence that the instrument is reliable is that it agrees with the stated research questions of the study. 

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 

The questionnaires were administered to students in Egor Secondary School, Uwelu Secondary School, Useh Secondary School, Evbarekhe Secondary School. all in Egor L.G.A., Edo State. One Hundred and twenty persons which were collected on the spot. 

METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 

Simple arithmetic percentages were used to analyze data collected. That is percentage of each responses to each alternative answers followed by the researchers comments. 

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS 


The previous chapter aided the researcher to be able to carryout this analysis. A total number of one hundred and twenty questionnaires were distributed and a hundred received. Therefore follows that the analysis in this study is based on the one hundred questionnaires that was received, if more than 50% of the respondents give positive answers, it therefore means that the analysis is valid. 

Question 1: Are you from a divorced home?

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	25
	25

	No 
	75
	75

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: From the above analysis, the table indicates that majority of the students are not from divorce home. 

Question 2: Do you eat before going to school? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS

	Yes 
	25
	25

	No 
	75
	75

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: From the above data, it is believed that ¾ of the students from divorced home do not eat to school. 

Question 3: Do you pay attention in class on empty stomach? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	10
	10

	No 
	90
	90

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: From the above information reveals that students from divorced homes they do not eat before going to school or they do not pay attention in class. 

Question 4: Do you feel happy going to school on empty stomach? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	10
	10

	No 
	90
	90

	Total 
	100
	100


  Comment: The percentages of responses to the above question indicates that majority of the respondents do not feel happy going to school on empty stomach. 

Question 5: Are your fees paid regularly? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS

	Yes 
	55
	55

	No 
	45
	45

	Total 
	100
	100


  Comment: The data presented above indicated that 45% of students from divorced homes suffer the problem of irregular payment of school fees while 55% of them have their fees paid regular. 

Question 6: Do you have complete school uniform and learning materials? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	53
	53

	No 
	47
	47

	Total 
	100
	100


 Comment: Of the 100 respondents 53% of them agree that students from divorce home have school materials while 47% disagree. 

Question 7: Does lack of learning materials allow you complete your assignment. 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS

	Yes 
	35
	35

	No 
	63
	63

	Total 
	100
	100


 Comment: From the above table it shows that majority of the students without complete learning materials cannot complete their class assignment. 

Question 8: Students from divorced homes do not have enough time to read at home?  

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	70
	70

	No 
	30
	30

	Total 
	100
	100


 Comment: The above tables shows that 70% of the respondents said yes `that student from divorced home do not have enough time to read at home. 

Question 9: Are you encouraged to read at home? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	30
	30

	No 
	70
	70

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: the analysis above indicated that majority of the students from divorced homes are not encouraged to read to home. 

Question 10: Students from divorced homes do not have the opportunity of planning their future career with their sponsors? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	70
	70

	No 
	30
	30

	Total 
	100
	100


 Comment: Absence of the opportunity to plan with their sponsors on their future career was detected by 70% of the respondents. 

Question 11: Do students from unstable homes perform well in class and examination? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	33
	33

	No 
	67
	67

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: The information above shows that from divorced home are not good in class test and examinations. 

Question 12: Are they dull in academic activities? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS 

	Yes 
	55
	55

	No 
	45
	45

	Total 
	100
	100


Comments: From the above analysis there is an indication that students from broken homes are not good in academic activities.

Question 13: How can you rate their performance in examination? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES 

	Yes 
	46
	46

	No 
	54
	54

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: The above data shows that students from divorced homes are poor in academic work. 

Question 14: Students from divorced homes are always unhappy and very aggressive? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES 

	Yes 
	70
	70

	No 
	30
	39

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: From the data presented above 70% of the respondents agreed that students from broken homes are always unhappy and aggressive while 30% of them disagreed. 

Question 15: Are they respectful? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES 

	Yes 
	35
	35

	No 
	65
	65

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: indication from above analysis is that 65% of the respondents answered no to the question, meaning they are not respectful at the same time 35% of them answered yes to the question. 

Question 16: Do students from divorced homes steal in school? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES 

	Yes 
	62
	62

	No 
	38
	38

	Total 
	100
	100


Comments: From the table above, it is believed that students from divorced home do steal in school. 

Question 17: Do you sleep during teaching/learning process? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES 

	Yes 
	55
	55

	No 
	45
	45

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: The analysis above indicates the majority of the students from divorced homes always isolated themselves from the children from stable homes. 

Question 18: Is there any solution if yes what is your suggestion? 

	RESPONSES 
	NO OF RESPONDENTS 
	PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES 

	Yes 
	70
	70

	No 
	30
	30

	Total 
	100
	100


Comment: From the above data analysis majority of the respondents agreed that, there is a solution to the problem of divorced, many suggested that from the problem to be minimized if not eradicated, the young man and woman intending to go into marriage should be matured physically, mentally, and otherwise because immaturity contributes to great deal to break up in most marriage in our society. 


Some also suggested that both the parents of the groom and the bride should limit their interferences in their children’s marital affairs because too much interference can lead to divorce. Many other gave their opinions that incompatibility causes divorce that is some parents arranges the marriage of their children, they chose wife for their sons, in most cases, these girls had been forced on the man or the men on the girls, this can also lead to divorced. They went further to say that most of these girls are brought from the village by the men’s parents to be married to a highly educated man. They started that most of these village girls are semi-literate, they posses as most a primary six certificate they stated that there is therefore imbalance in their educational attainment and so this can also lead to divorce. They therefore suggested that parents should allow their children to choose their life partners themselves. They should not force wife on their sons or husband on their daughters as this lead to breakup in marriages.  

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

To justify the purpose of this study, this section discusses the result of findings. Looking at the table material from textbook and expert opinion. A look at the various responses by the different respondents, have aided the researcher to take a stand on the analysis of this study. This buttresses it self from broken homes in school visited. These children from expert’s opinion suffer a lot of problems ranging from psychological emotional and intellectual as a result of home background. 

According to Russell A. (1975) in his boom ‘talking about family’ sated that “a broken home can cause tension and insecurity harmful to the intellectual and emotional development (extreme causes can ever retard growth) we found that about 30% of children unstable homes were poor readers, compared to 20% of children from ‘normal’ family situation this enlightens us o n the children of such marriage. Then from Russell’s opinion, it has been gathered that over the tensions from home to school.

However the data as shown in table II and III respectively shows that most student from divorced homes do not eat before they leave for school and that their concentrated in class during lesson is distracted by hunger and which eventually lead to unhappiness, as the saying goes “An hungry man is an angry man’ this clears the argument about whether or not psychological disturbance affects the performance of children form broken home in schools supporting this view, James H.M (1972) stated in his book “child rearing practice  in Nigeria” that children from divorced home in some cases had to leave home and live with other such as step mother, aunties, uncles, grandparents etc where hey are faced with untold hardship and harsh punishments (beating) lack of sufficient food and clothing resulting to diseases and sickness 

Furthermore, analysis of data in table V, VI and VII respectively shows that emotional problems stemming from non-irregular payment of school fess non0provision of school uniformed other learning material affects the academic backwardness Payner C. (1983) had this to say ‘a miserable person cannot think as clearly as a happy one consultant as a relaxed one because are more vulnerable to emotional up heal.” A glance at the data presented in table IX and V respectively reseal that student from divorced homes do not have enough time to read at home and at the same time lack encouragement to study or read at home.

According to Anyanwu B.N (1984) he stated that in cases where the father have remarried the stepmother who are very jealous of the children tends to show the feelings by making the children do so much work in the house in that they found it impossible to read and participate in some other leitine activities. This at times makes these children to run from home”. Again the date as showing table XI. XII and XIV show that majority of the student from divorced homes suffer the problem of academics backwardness arising from psychological and emotional problems only very few escaped this problem but at the same social and moral performance in school, the data shown in table XV and XVI show that almost every students from divorced home exhibits one or more moral maladjustment ranging from jealous y, aggressiveness and moral laxity. All these put together makes then to delinquent.

In table XII the date presented indicates that only 3% of children from divorced homes have opportunity of planning their future career with then sponsor while 70% do not back up the foregoing data, Anyanwa holds the view that, in cases where the parent have remarried, the relationship between the children of the former marriage and the new partners if not often cordial. This is because the stepparents mostly females, seeing these children as their rivals, divert the husbands affect and attention to themselves, the husband or order to please these woman indulges in going differential treatment to these children as compared to the children of the present wives. Thereby placing much restriction bon these children on these children so as to please new/present wives. The data in table XVII reveals that only 60% of student from divorced homes not steal at school while 38% do not this again helps to buttress the opinion on Payner who believe that when families falls in their role of socialization, the children trend to delinquent and some times exhibit some unacceptable behaviour responses such as lying, stealing, play throughout in school.

All these are as a result of personal inadequacies moreover, a child who feels that, he lack love may seek attention by building children smaller than him often, these students steal as an expression of insecurity. A child who feels he lacks love takes things that do not belong to him and disturb a lot as a way of taking affection (steal love).

In table xviii that data collected shows that 55% of children from broken home sleeps during teaching learning processes while 45% do not this still gives further to suggest that these children suffers that pack of psychological and emotional disturbances caused by divorce.

Finally, in table xx the data collected reveals that 77% of the respondents agreed suggested some possible solution to the problem while 80% disagreed. Many advocated that for problem of divorce to be curb in our society, intending couples should be matured physically, mentally and otherwise as immaturity to a great extent contributes to divorce. They also suggested that the government should specify a specific age that a boy or a girl should attain before going into marriage. Another suggestion given by some of the respondents was that extended family should minimized the way they interferes in the affairs of their children, especially the mans family as this also can lead to divorce (family interference). Finally, they suggested, that parents should allow their children to shoes their life partners themselves that the issue of forcing husband and wife on their son is very wrong because in many cases the couples do not love themselves, and without love they can not understand each other and when coupled do not understanding themselves it can lead to quarrelling or even fighting and when this becomes too rampant, the couples can file in for divorce.                

RECOMMENDATIONS 


From data collected and analyzed the researcher was able to come up with some findings, which will be the researcher deemed it necessary to make the following recommendation. 

Intending couples (young star) yet to solemnized should know and the understand each other before going into marriage this will help reduce cases of divorced. 

Parents of the couples should not over interfere in the affairs of their children as over interferences can lead to divorce. 

Parents should try to be more loving caring show more dedication and affection towards, themselves and to their children in order to help knit their family together.  

The parents should realize that family is the major agency through which socialization of children takes place and ensure persons to person interaction among family members.  

Parents should build the family in strong foundation of love, mutual understanding and good planning in order to bring up children who will be useful to themselves and to the society at large. 

The government should exercise coercive power, which will help her carryout the function of maintaining social welfare of her citizens. 

The government should establish legal backing stating the age at which the youths should go into marriage to reduce the frequents occurrence of divorce. 

The planners of educational curriculum should include in the secondary schools curriculum those things that will be useful to boys and girls in later life, that is, after their school days so to meet the needs and aspiration of the students. Both parents and teachers should also discuss child development with the students and also promote personal relationship because these children will one day enter into contract marriage and bring up children sensibility.   

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND FINDINGS 


The aim of this study is to find out the problems of divorce and the effect on the child education in some selected secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area with particular reference to Egor Secondary School, Uwelu Secondary, Useh secondary and Evbarekhe Secondary School all in Egor Local Government Area the researcher have been able to point out the causes and problems of divorce and the effect of broken homes on the academic performance of the children in school. in addition, the researcher have made necessary recommendations on some solution to the problems. From experts opinion and analysis of findings from investigations that researcher is made to take a stand on the issue based on the following findings:   

The couples do not yet aware of problem associated with divorce as they affect, the couples themselves, their offspring and the society. 

That couples do not seen to realize the cause of problem in marriage which lead to divorce. 

That psychological and emotional disturbances to a very great extent affect the students performance in schools especially their academic and social life. 

That insecurity and unruly attitude of step parents cause these students to steal, love in school. 

Also, students from divorce have home are made to do a lot of difficult work at home which do not allow them to study at home. In addition the sponsor does not encourage them academically. 

Finally, student from broken home suffers too much restrictions and as such do not have the opportunity to plan with their sponsors what course to pursue in life.  
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

INTRODUCTION


This questionnaire is to find out the causes and problems of divorce and the effects on child’s education.  

INSTRUCTION


You are entitled to your own opinion, which you may wish to indicate by ticking the appropriate box mark x. please, you are required to give true and factual answers to the underlisted questions, as information will be treated with all confidentiality. 

Sex: male (   )female (   ) 

Age: 

Class:

Religion: 

Educational qualification of parents: 

Are you from a divorced home? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they eat before going to school? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they pay attention in class on empty stomach? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they feel happy going to school on empty stomach? Yes (   ) No (   )

Are their5 fees paid on time? Yes (  ) No (   )

Are they regular in school? Yes (   ) No (   )

Does lack of learning materials allow them complete their assignment? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they perform well in class? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they have enough time to read? Yes (   ) No (   )

Are they encouraged to read at home? Yes (   ) No (   )

Students from divorced homes do not have the opportunity of planning future career with their sponsor? Yes (   ) No (   )

Are they dull in academic activities? Yes (   ) No (   )

Are students from divorced homes unhappy and very aggressive? Yes (   )          No (   )

Are they respectful? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do students from divorced home steal? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they associate with other people? Yes (   ) No (   )

Are they social when it comes to activities? Yes (   ) No (   )

Do they always feel comfortable in the midst of others? Yes (   ) No (   )

Are they well behaved? Yes (   ) no (   )

Is there any solution to divorce? Yes (   ) No (   )
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