CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF TARDINESS IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS WITHIN THE OVIA SOUTH WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF EDO STATE
ABSTRACT
This study was designed to find out those factors that are responsible for pupils lateness to school in our primary school system. To carryout the study, four schools in Ovia South West Local Government Area were selected for the study. The school include Ozolua model primary school, Iguobazuwa, Ezoti primary school, Udo, Okpon primary school, Obaretin, Okomu primary school, Okomu were they are pronounced lateness of pupils to school.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Lateness to school started long ago, every where in a way that cannot be controlled in recent time. The problem of lateness has eaten deep into Nigeria children the problem of pupils lateness to school has now turn to national problem. Lateness merely means arriving after expected time (Adegboyega et al; 2017).

Children commonly miss their school or coming lately because of their usual habits, such as waking up late due to laziness: rushing of undone assignment, unprepared bath, breakfast or meals, clothes, their pack lunch etc. and waiting for companions or friends coming to school the bus is late; and sometimes because of some problems in their parent that affects them and interest in coming to school seeing their with misunderstandings. A financial support is another too. Kids like having many delightful possessions. They would be and seeing their class mates with something they don’t have or sometimes they are ashamed of coming to school.

Oxford advanced learners dictionary defined lateness as arriving after the expected arrange or usual time. It is after the right, fixed, usual or expected time; therefore lateness is the opposite of early. The question now is what are the factors responsible for pupil’s lateness to school (Alio, 2003).

Authorities have wonder why scholars come late to school. But they have not been able to make deep research into this problem in a bid of providing solutions and recommendation, which would help to cure the problem.

This study will focus attention on the factors responsible for the pupil’s lateness and an attempt to finding solution to this problem.

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Lateness among school pupils is increasing and spreading. Everywhere is a way that cannot be controlled in our societies. A close look at the factors that are responsible for it, it’s the purpose of the study.

The importance of this can never be over liked in the process of learning experience had shown that children who are habitual late comer never do well in their academics, this is true because before their arrival it is very likely for them missing some steps in the teaching/learning process. This will affect their learning adversely.

Inspite of the efforts made by the teachers and the school authorities to solve this problem. The children where still found indulging in late coming in an attempt to know the factors responsible the teachers attributed it to the parents while the parents hold the teacher to ransom. To some others, the children themselves and the peers group influence are responsible (Chabaya et al, 2009).

With the result of this study, it is believed that solutions to this problem will be provided as the factors responsible for the lateness are identified and recommendations are made. The children will be better guided and ways of overcoming their problems and like up to expectation as good children are know.

In addition, this study will also help the nation as the children will now develop the spirit of punctuality at school and becomes good citizen in their future life.   

1.3 OBJECTIVE OF STUDY

The purpose of this study is to investigate the factors that are responsible for pupils lateness to school and re-address the problem by providing possible suggestion, recommendation and solution, which relate to pupils lateness to school. 

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTION

1. Does the distance between the pupils’ home and the school contribute to lateness to school?

2. Does lateness in waking up from sleep in the morning lead to lateness to school?

3. Does delay in preparation of food on time by parents contribute to lateness to school?

4. Does demand for needed school materials in the morning time lead to lateness to school?

5. Does lateness to school by teachers influence pupils lateness to school?

6. Does inadequate punishment to lateness contribute to lateness to school?

7. Does waiting for friends to get prepared lead to lateness to school?

8. Does hawking in the morning time before preparing to school lead to lateness to school?

9. Does playing on the way to school lead to lateness to school?

10. Does lack of performing well in school lead to lateness to school?

1.5 SIGNIFANCE OF STUDY

  On successful completion of this study pupils and parents will be exposing to the various factors that are responsible for pupils lateness to school and to the rightful measure necessary to eradicate this bad habit.

  This study will help to motivate parents to make the children come early to school and this will in turn improve the academic performance of the individual.

  Also it will enable the pupils to be discipline both at school and in future life.

1.6 SCOPE

 This study is done within four (4) selected primary school in Ovia south   West local government area of Edo state. The names of the selected schools are: Ozolua model primary school, Iguobazuwa, Ezoti primary school Udo; Okpon primary school, Obareti, and Okomu primary school Okomu

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS

FACTORS: - This refers to the conditions that affect the behaviour and development of the physical conditions that exist in the pupils learning environment.

LATENESS: - This refers to pupils getting to class daily, below the normal time schedule for the class.

PEER INFLUENCEL: - This refers to the bad company of children a child associate with, which affect the way the child, behaves and thinks.

PARENTAL IGNORANCE: - This refers to the negative attitude of some parents who negative attitude of some parents who back the knowledge and importance of providing their children with education. This is because they are not aware of fast changing world of science and technology in which they live.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

Several factors have been identified in different literatures as some of the reasons why students come late to school. Clark et al, (2003) identified factors such as age, family commitments, change of jobs on the part of parents, health problems as some of the factors that may affect late – coming among high school students. Dafiaghor, (2011) noted among other factors that, learner may develop negative attitude towards school resulting in late – coming or poor attendance because of non – employment of school leavers, repetition of class and insecurity.

In a separate study, Emore (2005) highlighted social status and educational level of parent as factors that may influence school attendance and late coming. The study further pointed out that, geographical location of school, student’s attitude towards the first subject of the day and inadequate supervision of student’s activities by teachers and parents and poor teaching methods among others may also affect lateness on the part of students.

The report of Jumane et al, (2015) identified the role of gender in child schooling. From the study, female headed household have higher attendance in schools whereas educated fathers are more likely to have strong impact in increasing the probability of child school attendance than mothers. Lauby (2009) reported that lateness is common among female students than male students. This may be due to their involvement in domestic activities. The study further pointed to school location as one of the major causes of lateness among high school learners.

LATENESS DEFINED

Literally, the term “lateness” implies a situation where an individual arrives after the proper, scheduled or  usual time (Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary, 5th ed., 1995). Furthermore, Maile et al, (2017) puts it as a term used to describe “people not showing up on time”. Marwan, (2014) contributed by saying that lateness is synonymous with “tardiness”, which implies being slow to act or slow to respond, thus not meeting up with proper or usual timing.

It is obvious therefore that lateness could be seen as a system of network breakdown (Malcilm et al, 2003); a situation of not meeting up with programme… a function of time… time is the criteria and determinant of lateness.

Having therefore known the meaning of lateness, the causes of lateness should be highlighted.

CAUSES OF LATENESS

There are numerous causes of lateness to school. Amongst others, the following are the major causes of lateness to school:

(a)
Going late to bed: This is one of the major causes of lateness to school. Going late to bed could result in waking up late, as could be deduced from the literal meaning of the saying “early to bed early to rise”.

(b)
Watching films and late-night movies: The individual involved in watching films and home videos may be so captivated and hypnotised by it that he/she forgets that he/she has to be in school; and at sudden realisation, he/she hurries off and likely may not be punctual (Nakpodia et al, 2011).

(c)
The habit of waking up late: Some folks find more pleasure in early morning sleep than the overnight sleep. These kind of people always wake up late to hurry off to school but most times, situation may not really be in their favour thus they are irresistibly late to school.

(d)
Distance/location of school: The further the location of the school from the student/pupil or staff, the more distractions, obstacles, friends to say high to, hold-ups to beat, go-slows, etc are there that tend to hinder his/her punctuality to school. For instance, consider a situation where an individual working in DELSU  Secondary School, Abraka, leaves Eku or Igun every day for work. This individual is likely not to be punctual when compared with some one of the same status living in Abraka, possibly even close to the school; he is more likely to be punctual because the level of distraction would be lesser.

(e)
Keeping friends of different status: Friends and acquaintances that are not of the same status with an individual tend not to understand the responsibilities of the individual, most especially those of lower status. For instance, a teacher spending most of the leisure time with a motorcyclist; the motorcyclist is likely not to motivate the teacher in the aspect of punctuality as compared with a fellow teacher.

(f)
Engagement in untimely domestic chores/ activities: These activities are necessary but doing them at a wrong timing is what cause lateness to school. In some cases, most parents even oblige their wards to help carry their goods to the market and other such kind of chores before going to school. Activities like these inevitably cause lateness to school, either voluntarily or involuntarily. Furthermore, Odebode (2018) concurred to this when he opined that “lateness is common as a result of students’ involvement by parents”.

(g)
Innate anxiety level: Most people always have that relax mind in anything they do; they do not even care if they are running late or not; they do not beat their relax temple or mood of doing things. Even when a little hurry could make them punctual, they prefer to be late than beat their innate temple; this is a glaring situation.

(h)
Family background: In some cases, the habit of lateness is being copied from family members. For instance, the child that sees the father always going late to work could also either voluntarily or involuntarily learn the habit, thus go to school late also. This is supported by Odebode (2019) and Oghuvbu (2008) when they elaborated the concept of Nature-Nurture as it affects an individual’s habits.

(i)
Cultural background: We live in a society where the culture does not frown at, or rather say anything about punctuality as ethics in a work environment, thus to most individuals, punctuality is not really a serious matter, compared with how punctuality is being perceived in Western cultures and developed countries (Okpukpara et al, 2007).

(j)
Religious background: Every individual in this world is loyal or faithful to one religion or the other. Even the atheist is loyal to his own beliefs, thus, he/she is his/her own religion. Individuals tend to swallow hook, line and sinker, whatever their religious leaders teach, and those which the religious teacher doesn’t teach is considered less or not important by them. the salient point is, if religions frown at lateness, it would reduce; and if they don’t speak of it or speak encouraging it (they may say, no matter what happens, God will always favour you); the tendency is that lateness would be on the increase, most especially in Delta State, Nigeria, Africa, where religion is tenaciously adhered to because of the fear of witchcraft and wizardry (African Science).

(k)
Lack of functional and effective punctuality policy: Obviously, individuals could come late to school if they perceive that there are no consequences to it. It is a consensus that “if black man no see strong thing, e no they hear”. This consensus is more pronounced in Delta State, Nigeria, where the probability of misdemeanour and stubbornness is high.

Furthermore, school head’s fairness or equal treatment between different subjects, as perceived by individuals, could cause lateness. Individuals are likely to be more punctual if they perceive obvious “rule of law” in terms of punctuality (Onoyase, 2017).

(l)
Too much body care and excessive facial/body make-up: In some cases, individuals are obsessed by

their appearance to the detriment of timely engagements in school. Okwelle (2003) agreed to this when he  opined that “lateness is common among females more than males”. This could be as a result of the fact that females require more time for their body and facial care and make up.

EFFECTS OF LATENESS TO SCHOOL

There are various effects of lateness to school. Many writers have pinpointed many of these effects. Amongst others, some are outlined and briefly discussed thus:

(a)
Lateness disorganises and causes distraction to the individual and the whole system: The individual that came late to school is both a problem to him/herself, fellow students, teacher, and others in the school system… he/she walks in when teaching is going on… both teachers and students turn to look at him/her… the system and flow is distracted and distorted… he/she thinks where do I start from to catch up?.. asks a fellow student “is he just starting?.. how long has be been teaching?.. what has he/she taught?... let me see your note. From this simple analogy, it is glaring that the late comer is both a problem him/herself and the entire school system.

In addition, according to “Clackmannashire Council Online”, “lateness is disruptive to the individual and to the work of the class and may be an early warning of other difficulties”.

(b)
Lateness inhibits the process of achieving the goals of the school: The basic reason for the human component is to enable easy achievement of the goals and objectives of establishing the school. Thus, if the employers’ goal is to make money, and the individual’s contribution to the organisation could bring the school N20 per hour. If he/she then commons 30 minlate every day, thus N10 is lost every day as a result of lateness. The point is that as small as this, multiplied by the days of the years and a good number of employees with this habit… this would be a very great loss to the school. Thus, Ali (2007) clearly posited that “… showing up 10 min late could add up to lots of lost revenue for the company (school) and the individual. Furthermore, Shapira-Lishchinsky (2007) “attendance and punctuality policy” clearly states that “regular and punctual attendance is of paramount importance in ensuring that all students have full access to the curriculum… valuable learning time is lost when students are absent or late”.

(c)
Lateness leads to absenteeism and general failure in life: Pupils/students and/or staff could some times feel the extent of their lateness and very often they just  decide to be absent. This has a very great effect on the individual’s academic and other achievements. According to Ubogu (2004), this could lead to the loss of confidence and engagement in premature sexual activity for students, leading to pregnancy, resulting in a phenomenon called storm and stress among adolescents.

Also, Adegboyega et al; (2017) found out that “it’s always the same group of people showing up early and the same group of people showing up late”.

REMEDIES TO LATENESS

1.
Schools should operate strict functional punctuality policy. One of the major responsibilities of the school head is to implement policies and/or even possibly make some… as whatever happens in the system would be credited or blamed upon him. Thus, the school head needs to carry out the function of maintaining punctuality policy without favouritism.

2.
Staff and students in the school system should be sensitised and made aware of the effects of lateness to them and the entire school system, and also the benefits of punctuality to them first and then to the entire school system. This should be carried out by school heads, governmental and non-governmental agencies, religious bodies, and other such bodies and individuals.

3.
The school administrator must teach punctuality by example… he/she must act as a model for all to copy.

4.
School administrators should impose compulsory beginning and closing of the day meeting of staff and students. In the meetings, there should be strict attendance register.

5.
School administrators should build in staff and students, the virtue of “time-consciousness”.  For instance, putting wall clocks in conspicuous locations for all to see could instil the time-consciousness attitude in individuals in the school.

6.
As an individual, try to be 15 min early to school, as this could help you make friends and say hello to already- made friends; get one’s self prepared for the day’s activity; possibly even read a book, and most importantly could help make up for unforeseen causes of lateness, and still be punctual.

7.
There should be also activities /acts to motivate and reinforce punctuality. For instance, awarding prizes for punctuality could go a long way in enhancing punctuality.

8.
Parents and school administrators should join efforts in enhancing punctuality. UK Government (2010) as cited in Jumane et al, (2015) stipulated that “on the first day absence, contact should be made with parents of the child to find out why the child is absent”.

9.
Truancy patrol… is a situation where members of the community are sensitised to seize or report students found outside the school environment after stipulated times. In this kind of situation, the pupil would likely be punctual since the only convenient environment would be that of the school… if he/she comes late, would be punished… he is then forced to come early.

10.
Parents involving students in domestic activities should be mindful of punctuality.

11.
Government, on its part, should improve transportation and other economic activities in the country… as some students walk/trek to school as a result of fair… even those that have the fair, some times no transport service or no good roads, causing hold-ups and go-slows.

SUMMARY

Conclusively, lateness among students, staff and supporting staff in public primary and secondary schools in Delta State is a major and continuous administrative problem, and there is need for students and parents to help identify and proffer solutions to this quality and disturbing problem that could lead to students’ drop-out from school, and also inefficiency and ineffectiveness on the part of the school administrators, by way of school administration and management; knowing fully well that lateness could be reduced by providing free education counselling and discipline among students, in addition to the use of electronic systems, truancy sweep by school heads. It should also be noted that lateness is common among female students, and as such they should be of more concern to the school administrator in Delta State.

Finally, the remedy to any situation is in the situation, thus, the school administrator, should study the peculiar situation and respond as the situation suggests. The fact is no two situations are the same, no matter how similar. The author therefore recommends that this study should be empirically investigated.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research Design

It is a term used to describe a number of decisions which need to be taken regarding the collection of data before they are collected. (Nwana, 1981). It provides guidelines which direct the researcher towards solving the research problem and may vary depending on the nature of the problem being studied. According to Okaja ( 2003, p. 2),” research design means the structuring of investigation aimed at identifying variables and their relationship, it is used for the purpose of obtaining data to enable the investigator test hypothesis or answer research question by providing procedural outline for conducting research”. It is therefore, an outline or scheme that serves as a useful guide to the researcher in his efforts to generate data for his study.
Since this study investigated the causes and effect of lateness to school in primary school in ovia south west local government area of Edo state, the descriptive survey method was adopted. This study is based on epistemological approach as it is interested in revealing the nature of the factors leading to students’ lateness to school. 

Population of the study

A study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description (Udoyen, 2019). In this study the study population constitute of all teachers in ovia south west local government area of Edo state, Nigeria.

Sample and sampling procedure

The study is such that samples are drawn from the entire population and through the use of questionnaire, information was gathered.


4 elementary schools were randomly selected in Ovia LGA; similarly, 50 teachers were then chosen from elementary schools in Ovia LGA. Therefore, 200 Nigerian teachers in elementary schools were selected as participants.

Instrumentation 

This is a tool or method used in getting data from respondents. In this study, questionnaires and interview are research instruments used. Questionnaire is the main research instrument used for the study to gather necessary data from the sample respondents. The questionnaire is structured type and provides answers to the research questions and hypotheses therein.

This instrument is divided and limited into two sections; Section A and B. Section A deals with the personal data of the respondents while Section B contains research statement postulated in line with the research question and hypothesis in chapter one. Options or alternatives are provided for each respondent to pick or tick one of the options.

Reliability

The researcher initially used peers to check for consistence of results. The researcher also approached senior researchers in the field. The research supervisor played a pivotal role in ensuring that consistency of the results was enhanced. The instrument was also pilot tested.

Validity

Validity here refers to the degree of measurement to which an adopted research instrument or method represents in a reasonable and logical manner the reality of the study (Prince Udoyen: 2019). Questionnaire items were developed from the reviewed literature. The researcher designed a questionnaire with items that were clear and used the language that was understood by all the participants. The questionnaires were given to the supervisor to check for errors and vagueness.

Method of Data Collection 
The data for this study was obtained through the use of questionnaires administered to the study participants. Observation was another method through which data was also collected as well as interview. Oral questioning and clarification was made.

The administration of FRQL was done by the researchers, they explained the aim of the administration to the respondents. The respondents were allowed to ask questions on the instrument. Any respondent that did not want to participate in the study was excused.

Qualitative data collection activities were held in Two of the four study schools. Two focus group discussions (FGDs) were conducted with classroom teachers to discuss the topic matter contained in the surveys in more detail. FGDs were conducted with teachers in the study area.

Method of data Analysis

The study employed the simple percentage model in analyzing and interpreting the responses from the study participants. The decision of the result was based on mean score of 2.5; this mean that mean score of 2.5 indicated the factors responsible for lateness as expressed by elementary school teachers. At p-value of 0.05, the formulated hypotheses were analyzed using Analysis of Variance and t- test.

CHAPTER FOUR
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Demographic Data

Table 1. Percentage Distribution of Respondents.

	  S/N

	Demographic

	f

	%


	1
	Gender
	
	

	
	Female
	113
	56.5

	
	Male
	87
	43.5

	
	Total
	200
	100

	2
	Teaching experience
	
	

	
	0-5 years
	6
	3.0

	
	6-10 years
	137
	68.5

	
	11 years & above
	57
	28.5

	
	Total
	200
	100

	3
	Educational qualification
	
	

	
	OND/NCE
	100
	50.0

	
	1st Degree
	82
	41.0

	
	Postgraduate
	18
	9.0

	
	Total
	200
	100


Table 1 presents the percentage distribution of the demographics of Nigerian teachers in elementary schools, where 87 (43.5%) out of the 200 teachers who participated in the study, were male, while 113 (56.5%) were female. Similarly, six (3.0%) of the Nigerian teachers had teaching  experience  between  0-5  years, 137 (68.5%) of the respondents had experience of teaching between 6-10 years while, 57 (28.5%) of the respondents had teaching experience between 11 years and above. Similarly, 100 (50.0%) of the respondents had NCE degree, 82 (41.0%)  the  respondents had  1st degree,18 (9.0%) of the Nigerian teachers possessed a higher degree.

Table 2. Mean and Rank Order of Factors Responsible for students’ Lateness to School.

	Item No.
	Reason students go late to school
	Mean
	Rank

	1.
	Poor preparation for school
	3.55
	1

	2.
	Going to bed late
	3.42
	2

	16.
	Distance of school from home
	3.38
	3

	5.
	Inadequate strict penalties against lateness in

school
	3.31
	4

	19.
	Students’ negative attitude towards first subject

of the day
	3.21
	5

	15.
	Negative attitude of teachers
	3.20
	6

	18.
	Involvement in domestic activities before going

to school
	3.19
	7

	17.
	Inadequate supervision of students by parents
	3.18
	8

	13.
	Students’ poor attitude to schooling
	3.17
	9

	11.
	Parents with demanding jobs
	3.25
	10

	7.
	Peer group pressure
	3.20
	11

	6.
	Poor teaching methods
	3.13
	12

	14.
	Poor physical health
	3.12
	13

	4.
	High level of poverty
	3.10
	14

	9.
	Emotional challenges
	3.08
	15

	12.
	Lack of affordable transportation
	3.07
	16

	20.
	Inability to pay school fees
	3.05
	17

	8
	High level of academic stress
	3.01
	18

	10
	Single parenting
	2.98
	19

	3
	Attitude of teachers towards teaching
	2.90
	20


Table 2 presents the factors Responsible for students’ Lateness to School as Expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools were shown. The cut-off point for taking decision on the Factors Responsible for students’ Lateness to School as Expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools is 2.5 and all the 20 items have mean scores above the cut-off; hence, it was concluded that the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools were poor preparation for school, going late to bed, distance of school from home, high level of poverty, peer pressure, single parents among others. Hence, there is no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on gender.

Table 3. Mean, Standard Deviation and t-value Showing Factors Responsible for students’

Lateness to School Based on Gender.

	Gender
	N
	Mean
	SD
	df
	Cal. t-value
	Crit. t-value

	Male
	87
	62.55
	11.96
	198
	0.56
	1.96

	Female
	113
	63.51
	11.85
	
	
	


Table 3 presents the crit. t-value of 1.96 is greater than the cal. t-value of 0.56 which implies that there was no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on gender thus, the hypothesis was not rejected. Hence, there is no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on years of teaching experience.

Table 4. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) on the Factors Responsible for students’ Lateness to

School based on Years of teaching experience.

	Years of teaching experience
	SS
	df
	MS
	Cal.F- ratio
	Crit.
Decision F-ratio

	Between group Within group

Total
	319.643

27763.552

28083.195
	2
197
199
	159.822

140.932
	1.13
	3.00
Not Sig.


Table 4 presents that  the critical F-value of 3.00  was  greater than  the  cal. F-value of 1.13. Since the calculated F-value of 1.13 was less than the critical F-value of 3.00. This shows that there was no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on years of teaching experience hence, the hypothesis was not rejected. Hence, there is no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed  by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on educational qualification.

Table 6. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) on the Factors Responsible for Students’ Lateness to

School based on Educational qualification.

	Father’s

Qualification
	SS
	df
	MS
	Cal.F- ratio
	Crit.
Decision F-ratio

	Between group Within group Total
	12597.376

15485.819

28083.195
	2
197
199
	6298.688

92.729
	67.92*
	3.00
Sig.


The table above reveals that the crit. F- value of 3.00 is less than the cal. F-value  of

67.92. Therefore, the hypothesis is rejected. This shows that there was significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on educational qualification thus, the hypothesis was rejected.

Table 7. Direction of Difference in the Causes of Lateness to School based on Educational qualification.

	Duncan Groupings
	N
	Means
	Group
	Educational Attainment

	OND/NCE
	100
	65.30
	1
	A

	HND/1st Degree. Postgraduate
	82

18
	65.72

67.28
	2
3
	B C


Table 7 presents the DMRT (Duncan Multiple Range Test) result, which indicates the direction of difference noted in the ANOVA on Table 6. Group 1 with a mean score of 65.30 slightly differed from Group 2 with a mean score of 65.72. These groups differed significantly from group 3 with mean score 67.28. All the groups differed from one another, but the significant difference noted was because of the mean of Group 3, hence, the significant difference noted in the ANOVA on Table 6 was brought about by secondary school students whose father had postgraduate degree. Therefore, the hypothesis was rejected.

CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSIONS OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

Discussions Of Findings
The finding of this study showed that the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools are poor preparation for school, going late to bed, distance of school from home, high level of poverty, peer pressure, and single parenting. This finding tallies with Okwelle (2003) stating that factors responsible for lateness to school were negative attitude towards schooling, lack of strict discipline  in school, parents not monitoring their children well among other factors.  Also the finding is in line with that of Oghuvu (2008) which showed that factors responsible for students’ lateness to school were authority and parent factors. Similarly, the findings of this study tally with that of Shapira-Lishchinsky (2007) found that teachers perceived the causes of students’ lateness to school as lack of strict discipline in school and at home. This  could be that lateness to school  is rampant among students. Therefore, teachers could easily observe and express the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school. More so, teachers were close to students, they could infer the causes of lateness among students.

Hypothesis 1 stating that there is no significant difference exists in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on gender was accepted. This is an indication that in actual fact, no statistically significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on gender. This implies that gender did not have any considerable influence on the teachers’ expression of factors responsible for students’ lateness to school. This finding negates Emore’s (2005) findings that there was significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school based on gender. Likewise, this finding tallies with Okpukpara and Chukkwuone’s (2007) study revealing that gender influenced respondents’ expression of child lateness to school. This finding could be that the respondents are all teachers, they are in the same society and deal with students, hence they could all perceive and express the same factors that could cause students’ lateness to school. Therefore, their expressions will not differ.

Hypothesis 2 stating that there is no significant difference exists in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools on the basis of years of teaching experience was not rejected. This implies that there was no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools on the basis of years of teaching experience. This also means that years of teaching experience had no considerable influence on teachers’ expression of factors responsible for lateness to school. This finding is in line with Onayase’s (2017) finding that there was no significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school based on years of teaching experience. Similarly, the study of Chabaya, Chiome and Chabaya (2009) revealed that there was no significant difference in years of experience of teachers regarding students’ lateness. This could be that the respondents are all in-loco parents and in one way or the other render help to students in one way or the other therefore, their expressions of students’ lateness to school will not differ.

Hypothesis 3 stating that there is no significant difference exists in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary on the basis of educational qualification was accepted. This implies that that there was statistically significant difference in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on educational qualification. This means that the educational qualification of the respondents affected their ‘expressions on factors responsible for lateness. This finding tallies with a study conducted by Dafiaghor (2011) discovering that educational qualification could affect teachers’ expression on factors responsible for students’ lateness to school. However, the finding of Jumane, Maina and Ankoma-Sey negated the finding of this study as their study showed that educational level affected the expression of students’ lateness to school. This finding could be that respondents who have postgraduate degree are more knowledgeable and are able to perceive and express the causes of students’ lateness to school.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools were poor preparation for school, going late to bed, distance of school from home, high level of poverty, peer pressure, single parents among others. There were no significant differences in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on gender and years of teaching experience. However, there were significant differences in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools based on educational qualification.

Recommendation
It was concluded in this study that the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools are poor preparation for school, going late to bed, distance of school from home, high level  of poverty, peer pressure, single parents among others and that gender and years of experience had no significant differences in the factors responsible for students’ lateness to school as expressed by Nigerian teachers in elementary schools while educational qualification had significant difference. Thus, these recommendations should be considered:

Parents are the first teacher of the children. They should monitor their children and ensure that they get to school early. They should help students to prepare well for school right  from the previous day. They should be encouraged to sleep early so as to wake up early the next day to prepare for school.

Students look up to teachers for emulation, therefore, teachers should be of good character and model good behaviors for students to emulate. They should endeavor to get to school and classes on time themselves.

3. Schools are established to mold and shape students. School authority should give strict sanctioning to students who had turned lateness to school to habitual habit. They could also come up with other strict measures that could halt habitual late coming among students.

4. As punctuality is the sole of any business, therefore, students as the future leaders should cultivate the habit of preparing on time for school and going to bed early so that they could wake on time to prepare for school.

5. Counsellors are professionals who orientate, inform, educate and help people with their concerns; these professionals should enlighten all stake holders on the need to get to school and work on time as it has been revealed that students emulate figures of authorities.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

	  S/N

	Demographic

	Please Tick

	1
	Gender
	

	
	Female
	

	
	Male
	

	
	Total
	

	2
	Teaching experience
	

	
	0-5 years
	

	
	6-10 years
	

	
	11 years & above
	

	
	Total
	

	3
	Educational qualification
	

	
	OND/NCE
	

	
	1st Degree
	

	
	Postgraduate
	

	
	Total
	


SECTION B

Factors Responsible for students’ Lateness to School.

	Item No.
	Reason students go late to school
	Please Tick

	
	Poor preparation for school
	

	
	Going to bed late
	

	
	Distance of school from home
	

	
	Inadequate strict penalties against lateness in

school
	

	
	Students’ negative attitude towards first subject

of the day
	

	
	Negative attitude of teachers
	

	
	Involvement in domestic activities before going

to school
	

	
	Inadequate supervision of students by parents
	

	
	Students’ poor attitude to schooling
	

	
	Parents with demanding jobs
	

	
	Peer group pressure
	

	
	Poor teaching methods
	

	
	Poor physical health
	

	
	High level of poverty
	

	
	Emotional challenges
	

	
	Lack of affordable transportation
	

	
	Inability to pay school fees
	

	
	High level of academic stress
	

	
	Single parenting
	

	
	Attitude of teachers towards teaching
	


Does the distance between the pupils’ home and the school contribute to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does lateness in waking up from sleep in the morning lead to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

 Does delay in preparation of food on time by parents contribute to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does demand for needed school materials in the morning time lead to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does lateness to school by teachers influence pupils lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does inadequate punishment to lateness contribute to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does waiting for friends to get prepared lead to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does hawking in the morning time before preparing to school lead to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does playing on the way to school lead to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

Does lack of performing well in school lead to lateness to school?

Yes [     ]

No [     ]

Undecided [     ]

