CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF SINGLE PARENTHOOD

ABSTRACT
The major purpose of the study was to find outs the causes and consequences of single parenthood in Imezi –Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State. The population of the study was 3000 that made of men, women and youths that lives in the study area. 300 respondents were selected from the total population for sampling. Four research questions was used to construct the questionnaire which was administered to the selected respondents. The main instrument for the study was questionnaire. The data collected from the respondents were analyse by means of chi-square X2 Formular, using the four research questions. After the analysis, the researcher made some findings and recommendations. The researcher is highly optimistic that single parenthood and its causes and consequences should be eliminated if the recommendation is being implemented.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
Single parenthood is a social problem which looks very perplexing, confusing and highly difficult to explain. In this context single parenthood refers to a human status characterized by a set of relationship involving either a father, child/ children or mother – child/children living together within the context of a family or separately. This precarious situation is indeed discomforting granting that the single parenthood (man or woman) affected must in his or her capacity strive to cover within his or her limits the missing link between the child and the non-existent parent. This lies the inherent problem because as the growing child grows, he becomes inquisitive and naturally would always seek to ask this ungoodable question of mommey, where is Daddy or voice versa. Under this inquisitive seal of the child, the parent concerned may psychologically be tempted to resort to child pampering which obviously will not be in the interest of the child later in life. The result of this development according to psychological literature is reflects with examples of the link between parental rejected and the emergence of an affectionless, hostile or psychopathic personality problem in the child.

It is observed that single parenthood is usually an unprepared development. For instance a school girl who accidentally got pregnant or the emergence of an unplanned pregnancy, in which case if the circumstances surrounding the marriage was not properly address, parental rejected of the offspring may manifest overtly or covertly. This will create both psychological and societal problem to the parent that accepted the responsibility of the child’s upbringing and the innocent child suffers all the problems associated with single parenthood.

Again single parenthood could happen as a result of death of one of the married couples, pre-marital sex and unwanted pregnancy including the fear of menopause in ladies and societal permissiveness of sexual relationship between two or more unmarried opposite sexes. The problems associated with single parenthood are expected to be many and multifaced as they affect the child, the parent and of course the society.

In a study on single parenthood.

 Ashley (1969) observed that children are the chief casualties and victims of single parenthood. Often times they are prey to a cluster of psychological problems and personality disorder. Single parenthood retards progress and development of a child and the society at large.

Thus, it is believed that a child brought up by single parent by design cannot have the same fulfillment, sound moral, social and psychological development like a child brought up in a family where both parents live together in conjugal union and fidelity.

However, this is the belief in some quarters that a great number of delinquent children come from homes in which a parent died or was absent for other reasons, with the proportion of the delinquents being greatest among the boys who were youngest when the absence began. This group further believes that it is possible that as a result of the material and emotional deprivation consequent on such a loss of one married partner, such juvenile may be let into wandering, stealing and so on.

STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM
Marriage is the union of a man and a woman from two different families, with the ultimate aim of bearing children. Thus marriage and child bearing is an integral aspect of a human’s desire and few (if any) human being envisage a life without getting married and raising children except in exceptional cases.

According to Okoro (1982) marriage is very important to both man and woman since it brings about settled life, division of labour and raising of children who will bear the parents names and who are the further leaders of the country. The children needs adequate attention from their parents and their training on which his/her life depends is considered to be the pivot of producing good citizens.  Any parent (s) who failed to give the children sound training tends to hamper the progress, growth, development f the child and the nation in general.

However, it has been observed that some children do not have the attention of both parent as a result some reasons. Such reasons includes death of one of the parents, divorce by couples or bearing of children out of wedlock. This has given rise to the issue of single parenthood which is becoming a threat to the society, thereby prompting the researcher to find out the causes of single parenthood and it effect on academic performance of children.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The purpose of the study was:

1.  To find out the causes of single parenthood and it effect in Igboland.

2.  This study intend to identify if there are single parenthood in the area of the study.

3.  To examine the cause and implications or the consequences.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The researcher formulated following research questions to guide the study.

1. Are there some cause of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State?

2. Are there some effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area?

3. Could the problem of single parenthood be solved in your area?

4. In what ways could the government help children of single parents in the society?

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This result of this study will have a lot of significance to the students, parents and the society at large. The result of the study will be useful to the students since it will contribute to the existing material in the study area and will educate them on the needs to seek for a peaceful settlement incases of misunderstanding between their parents. It will also form source of material to future researchers on the study topic or related topic of study. Also the result of the study will be beneficial to the parents since it will educate them on the need for them to live together and train their children. It will provide with the problems the children encounter when their parents got divorced.  Again the study will provide solutions to the problems of single parenthood with a view of helping to curbs its effect on the society at large.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 CONCEPT OF SINGLE-PARENTHOOD
Single Parenthood can be defined as a situation whereby only one of the two individuals involved in the conception of the child is being responsible for  the upbringing of the child. Single Parenthood may arise when either the male or the female parent decides to produce and rear a child or children outside wedlock (Coontz .F 2017).

In Nigeria, the existence of single Parenthood was unknown and where  they existed, they were ignored as exceptional cases. However, nowadays, they are fast growing family patterns both inside and outside Nigeria. In Nigeria, especially among the Yorubas, the parental roles are culturally determined and distributed. The maternal roles are that of child-rearing, home training and  playing  complementary  roles, while the paternal roles are that of economic responsibilities and discipline of  the  children. The child is morally and mentally upright, and is emotionally  balance  when  both parents carry out the caring responsibilities.

Single Parenthood is a very important social issue that can have significant effects on a child’s academic success. The family structure, ideally, provides a sense of security and stability that is necessary for children. When there is breakdown in the family structure, it may have a tremendous impact on a child and his/her ability to function ordinarily or achieve academically.

Clayton (2017) as cited by Omolayo (2013) opined that parental separation usually brings a big blow on adolescents. Parental separation also leads to fall in standard of living and in some cases of adoption; there are some surrogate families that are unnecessarily hostile, uncaring, and insensitive to the adolescents’ needs.

Taking a look into how God ordained and organized  the  structure  of  the family, He never gave consent to the concept of “avoidable” single Parenthood. Both parents have spiritual duties to perform for the spiritual upbringing of their children. Jesus said in Matthew 19:4-6, “Have you not read.” he answered, “that He who created them from the  beginning made them male and female”, and said, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and his mother and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall be one flesh? Thus they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” (Montgomery’s New Testament)

2.2 CAUSES OF SINGLE PARENTHOOD
Single Parenthood is caused by so many factors. It is pathetic that most of these factors leave a great scar and bitter experience on the single parent and the child (or children). Some of the causes of single Parenthood are:

DEATH: This is the termination of the biological functions that sustain a living organism. The death of a marriage partner results in single Parenthood, and this is a very painful experience for the other partner and  the  child  (or  children). Death causes a lot of serious crises in the family. In most cases when the father dies, the mother will be left with the great responsibilities of nurturing the child (or children), and the immensity of this task may weigh her down, making her almost helpless. The death of a parent makes the child emotionally imbalance, unnecessarily wicked and bitter, and sometimes feel inferior to his/her peers.

2. DIVORCE: This is the official termination of a marriage in a law court. Both partners may wish to end their marriage, and they  both will  be placed under some legal terms and conditions concerning the  caring  of  their  children. Divorce tears the family members apart. It leads to change of hopes for children, because in most cases, they are the worst-hit. The child (children) will be meant to live with one parent, thus, leading to single-Parenthood.

3. LONG-TERM IMPRISONMENT: When a partner is convicted in the law court and sentenced to long-term imprisonment (and if possible, life imprisonment) for a crime committed, the other partner will be left with the responsibilities of caring for the child (or children), especially when the other partner decides to remain faithful to the marriage. Children  found  in  such homes feel bitter and inferior, and most of their mates tag them  “criminal’s child”, which affects them emotionally and spoils their confidence.

4. NATURAL DISASTER: Natural disasters like earthquakes, wars, floods, tsunami, volcanic eruption, drought and famine, etc. may lead to separation of marriage partners because when things like these happen, each individual fights for his/her survival and such competition leads to the survival of the fittest. Men lose their wives (and very possibly, children), women also lose their husbands, and this experience is somewhat pathetic.

5. NATURE OF ONE PARTNER’S JOB: In this contemporary Nigerian society, we can find a lot of families that are not compact (together) due to the nature of the occupation of either the husband or the wife. Although money is not a problem in such homes, but children are vulnerable to emotional instability and there will be imbalance in the discipline of such children.

6. RAPE: Rape is the crime of using force to have sexual intercourse with somebody. This is mostly common to teenage girls. This is a great crime that is punishable under law. Rape most times leads to unwanted pregnancy, which leads to childbearing at the inappropriate time/stage of one’s life. The mother may hate the child. Women who are raped suffer a sense of violation that goes beyond physical injury.

7. FAMILY INTRUSION: This is mostly common in the southern parts of Nigeria. The “mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law” conflict is the most common. This may lead to maltreatment of the  wife,  which  may eventually force her out of her matrimonial home, leading to single-Parenthood.

8. LONG-TERM ILLNESS: The long-term illness of a man’s/woman’s partner may render him/her helpless and useless in the responsibility of caring for the children. Such illnesses consume the financial income of the home, and children in such families don’t have the privilege to attend the best schools, buy the best textbooks, and other learning materials.

2.3 Concept Of Family 
There is not one universally accepted definition of family, and it is no likely that we will progress towards one soon. Any of the many definitions has its district advantages, disadvantages and implications. We have the structural definition which defines family by form, that is who is in the family and by what objective means they are connected (e.g marriage, blood, adoption). The second is the task orientation that defines family by function. The transaction: it concentrates on the task performed and expected family function. The transactional view addresses the issued of interaction – the communication process that connect individuals as family members and show how communication constitutes family. Structural definitions layout specific criteria that make clear who is in the family and who is not. Structural definitions do not depend on the quality of interaction or t task performance and they are not dependent on subjective feeling of identity or affection. Rather they define family by form. According to Popenoe’s definition, family is relatively small domestic group of kin (or in kinlike relationship-consisting of at least one adult and one dependent person. Popenoe (1993). This definition implies that family shares a household and that a dependent who is related by blood (or a blood-like relationship, as in the case of adoption must be present. The implication of these definitions that a sexual bond is not necessary or sufficient to form a family and it does bit consider a married or cohabitating couple a family. However, a single parent who lives with one or more dependents is considered a family. The U.S Census Bureau (2002) or Segrin and Flora (2005) also defines family generally, but takes more broad approach and disregards the necessity of a dependent. According to the U.S Census Bureau, family is a group of two or more people related by birth marriage, or adoption and residing together (in a household). The implication is that as long as the individuals are related by blood law and live together, they were considered family. This further implied that two brothers, two cousins or an adult mother with daughter who live together fit this definition of family. Pope John Paul II defined family as community of persons and the smallest social unit John Paul II (1994). He went further to say that family, as a community of person is thus the first human society. It arise wherever there comes into being the conjugation of marriage which opens the spouses to lasting communion of love and of life and it is brought to completion in full and specific way with the procreation of children. The communion of the spouses gives rise to community of the family. On the origin human family His Holiness said that it is through the communion of persons which occurs in marriage, a man and woman begin a family. Bound up with the family is the genealogy of every individual, Gbuji (1998) accepted that family originated from the marriage of a man and a woman and stated that marriage forms the basis of the family which itself is properly regarded as the foundation of all ordered society.

2.4 Family As A Foundation Of Academic Performance Of The Children
Levin (2001), states that parents are probably the actors with the clearest dimensional interest in a high level of their children are in academic performance. To some extent there is simple evidence to show that marital instability brings about stress, tension, lack of motivation and frustration. Obviously these manifestations act negatively on a child’s academic performance.

Johnson (2005) asserts that children from divorced families often fail and are at a risk emotionally. However, this may not be completely applicable in all instances of broken homes. Some children irrespective of home background or structures may work hard and become successful in life. Moreover (Ayodele, 2006), stated that the environment where a child finds himself or herself goes along way in determining his learning ability and ultimately his academic performance in school.

Bliss (2004) is of the view that many students from low socio-economic homes respond incomprehensively to classroom teaching because their home environment has not exposed them to the kinds of materials used in school. If home environment is not intellectually stimulating some students find it difficult to cope up in school and may eventually drop out of school. Furthermore the home has been identified as an overwhelming factor affecting students’ performance academically. It would appear then, that broken homes may present a very real danger to the emotional, personality and mental adjustment of students. These impinge on students’ academic performance.

According to Fraser, (2001), psychological home conditions arise mainly from illitimacy of children, the label of adopted child, broken home divorce and parental deprivation. Such abnormal conditions of the home are likely to have a detrimental effect on the school performance of the child. He asserts that life in single parent family or broken homes can be stressful for both the child and the parent. Such families are faced with challenges of inadequate financial resources.

Schultz ( 2006) noticed that if adolescents from unstable homes are to be compared with those from stable homes it would be seen that those from unstable homes have more social academic and emotional problems. (Roehikepartain et al, 2003), are of the opinion that the family and its structure play a great role in children’s academic performance.

Omolewa (2002) affirmed that academic performance of the child could be traced to the home he comes from. Synder et al (2000) claimed that the family environment is the most powerful influence in determining the child’s academic performance. It is obvious that substantial influence on a child’s academic performance.

According to Abiriri (2010), education is seen as an instrument per excellence for development and as such it is the engine that promotes development. Aside from the intellectual capacity of the child, the academic performance of the child is also largely determined by the family background. Obeyan (2003) states that the family is the bedrock of any society. It is also the foundation of academic achievements of the child. (Uwifo 2008), further affirmed that the recent wave of moral decedance and all sorts of anti-social behavior could be traced to poor home background.

Petit (2008), pointed out that psychological needs are a potential source of individuals personality and academic performance achievement. He claimed that academic success is achieved only if family background sources can be assessed to maximize the association between family influence and outcomes. It is believed that families with high social economic status often have more success in preparing their children for school because they always have access to wide range of resources at their disposal to promote, uplift and support their children. According to Ardedi (2001), Eunice (2004), it becomes imperative that a study on the relationship between family background and students’ academic performance should be investigated, in view of the fact that the youth are the leaders of tomorrow their academic and emotional well-being if given appropriate attention will go a long way in ensuring that their potentials are harnessed and put into use for national development.

Research indicates that psychological needs are potential source of individual’s personality and academic performance achievements. He claimed that academic success is achieved only if family background resources can be assessed to maximize the association between family influence that children from low socio-economic status households and communities develop academic skills more slowly compared to children from higher socio-economic status groups. (Morgan et al, 2009), suggested that initial academic skills are correlated with the home environment. This is because low literacy environments and chronic stress negatively affect a child’s pre-academic skills. The school systems in low socio-economic status communities are often under resourced negatively affecting students’ academic progress.

Harighurst (2002) pointed out that inadequate education and increased dropout rates affect children’s academic achievements, perpetuating the low economic status of the family. According to him, parents from low socio-economic status communities may be unable to afford resources such as books, computers and school fees for their children. Similarly, (Coleman, 2009) states that parent’s involvement in learning activities has substantial emotional and intellectual benefits for children. He observed that because supportive and strong families are significant for school success, teachers confront increasing challenges as many children experience severe family disruption and upheaval.

According to Ogulu (2004), the high socio-economic status parents are able to provide their children with books and toys to encourage them in their various learning activities at home. Parents face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children. However, the challenges are more accurately devastating among the poor income families that struggle to provide the basic needs to sustain the family.

Families with low economic status often lack financial, social and educational support that characterized families with high socio-economic status due to their poverty levels. These groups of families may have adequate or limited access to community resources that can promote and support children’s development and school readiness.

Dubey (2011), believes that in terms of material circumstances or environmental, parents of the relatively high class are able to supply their children with more opportunities to learn those things which will aid their learning in school. In addition, they have more appropriate knowledge about academic needs of their children thus the children coming from well to do homes will have an advantage in learning due to prior and continuous experience resulting from the opportunities provided in their privileged circumstances.

Bernistuern (2008), stated that high income enables parents to give their children the advantages of that money can buy. A high income parents provide their children with household equipment like educative video, text books, good schools which can equip them in academic performance. According to (Jenks, 2008), many students from low income homes are kept away or sent out from schools or excluded from certain activities or lack of money to provide the prescribed equipment or materials. They suffer from stigma of being isolated during break, meals because of poverty.

Becker (2005), explained the empirical regularity that families with higher income have fewer children. He said that as income raises individuals may choose to increase the average quality and reduce quantity while correlation between income and family size is clear. There is a little further evidence that speaks to this theory. Having a larger family has a causal effect, families who choose to have more children are inherently different and children would have done worse regardless of family size.

Wolpin (2006), used the exogenous variation in family background to determine the causal relationship between family background and the child’s academic performance. Although the school is responsible for the experiences that make up the child’s life during school periods, parents and the individual experiences at home play a tremendous role in building the personality of the child and make the child what he is, thus (Ichado, 2008), concluded that the environment in which children come from can greatly influence his or her performance at school.

The family lays the psychological moral and spiritual foundations of the child while the mother’s significant roles cannot be over emphasized. Studies on a further child-relationship suggest that the presence of a father at home influence significantly the development of a child.

Conkline (2006), states that structurally, a family is either broken or intact. A broken family in this context is one that is not structurally intact for various reasons, death of a parent, divorce, separation, desertion and illegitimacy. In this case a family was never completed and this analysis becomes more necessary because life in a single parent family can be stressful for both the child and the parent, such families are faced with the challenges of diminished financial resources (Children’s defense fund 2004).

Birtch et al (2006), analyses that the relationship between parental involvement and students’ academic achievement is stronger when academic achievement is represented by a more global indicator of academic achievement rather than by academic subject indicators.

Family background tends to a negative association with the academic success whereas parental engagement like volunteering in most cases should be positive correlations. Similarly, the relations between families and academic achievement also need to consider children’s family structure. A mother does homework with her children and it is generally acknowledged that family environment is the most powerful influence in determining the child’s academic motivation and achievement.

The social position of any family determines the ability of the parents to cater for their children in many areas of life that includes food, shelter and clothing as well as education requirements. Simon (2005) stated that, the social position of a child’s family, his or her father’s occupation, the books available to him or her at home, the size of the family are constantly related to his final achievement. He further said that teaching approaches, class size, teachers experience and qualifications, methods, use of radio and televisions did not constantly and unambiguously the final outcome of the child.

Decades of research have demonstrated that parent/family involvement significantly contributes, in a variety of ways, to improve students’ outcomes related to learning and school success. Schools, communities, and  parents/families  must cooperate and work collaboratively to improve the learning experience of all children. Schools that recognize the “interdependent nature of the relationship” between families and schools and value parents as “essential partners” in the  education  process will realize the full value of this collaboration. Such an  approach  recognizes  the “significance of families” and the “contributions of schools” as  a  “necessary framework” for working together in “complementary efforts toward common goals” to maximize success for students as learners.

When schools and families work together, a partnership of support for children develops. Education becomes a shared venture, characterized by mutual  respect and trust in which the importance and influence of each partner is recognized. Although children, families, teachers, and schools benefit individually, their partnership enhances

the entire process of education. “Schools and families can no longer remain “separate but equal” if they are to  solve the complex problems facing children today.  Schools must become family places where parents are involved in many aspects of  school life.”As regards the parent/family involvement in students’ academic work, here are some findings:

1. Parent/family involvement has a significant positive impact on student outcomes throughout the elementary, middle school, and secondary years.

2. While in general parent/family involvement improves student outcomes, variations have been found according to students’ family cultures, ethnicity, and/or socioeconomic backgrounds.

3. Parent/family involvement at home has a more significant impact on children than parent/family involvement in school activities.

4. The nature of the parent/family involvement that is most beneficial to children changes as they reach adolescence.

5. Parent/family involvement in early childhood programs helps children succeed in their transition to kindergarten and elementary school.

6. Parent/family assistance with homework can be beneficial; however, parents may need guidance and assistance in order to work effectively with their children.

7. The ways in which culturally diverse families are involved in their children’s education may be different from those of other families. These family practices are nonetheless valuable and should be respected and capitalized on when planning parent/family involvement programs.

8. Promising outcomes have been documented in both mathematics and  literacy when children’s parents/families are involved in the educational process.

9. The most promising opportunity for student achievement occurs when families, schools, and community organizations work together.

10. To be effective, school programs must be individualized to fit the needs of the students, parents, and community.

11. Effective programs assist parents in learning how to create a home environment that fosters learning and how to provide support and encouragement for their children’s success.

2.5 The Effects Of Single Parenthood

2.5.1 Effects Of Single-Parenting On Teenagers
The family structure, ideally, provides a sense of security and stability that is necessary for children. When there is a breakdown in the family structure, it may have a tremendous impact on a child and their ability to function ordinarily or achieve academically. In most situations, the child no longer has two parents to depend on. Therefore they have to rely on one parent to meet most, if not all their needs. With limited finances, time and availability parents are less likely to provide the adequate support a child needs to perform to the best of their ability. This is not to say, necessarily, that the parent raising them is not providing them with more than adequate love and attention, but rather the single parent model within itself is

comprised of many different factors that can affect a child’s level of truancy and academic success.

Kemp (1994) as cited by Amsakederumu et al (2016) agreed that single parenting does not allow development. Children from single parents are not well developed nutritionally, physically, mentally, and  academically.  The following, among others, are the effects of single-parenting on teenagers:

1. Lack of proper upbringing and parental care.

2. Ineffective discipline that may allow peer influence which may later result in social vices like stealing, smoking and drug abuse, prostitution, hooliganism, criminality, etc.

3. Inferiority complex and withdrawal from social groups. Teenagers feel ashamed and embarrassed about the status of their parents’ divorce and are often embarrassed to tell their friends. Most teenagers with single parents feel inferior when they see their counterparts with their  both  parents,  especially  during social functions.

4. Teenagers with single parents are most likely to have poor coping skills for common occurrences, such as anger, disappointment, and frustration.

5. The express feelings of sadness, poverty, and vulnerability are found in most teenagers with single parents. Their emotional reactions are more difficult to resolve because the absence of one of the parents is mostly unavoidable.

6. Humiliation and awkward feeling of insecurity is found in teenagers with single parents, and they take the burden for the rest of their lives. When one’s parents separate, the teenager losses a sense of security and confidence because of the drastic changes that occur within the family.

7. According to Nwachukwu (2018), children from  single-parent  homes  are hostile, hyperactive, and aggressive in nature.

8. Since the single parent may be too busy finding means of livelihood, the child may start playing truancy, which will affect his/her academics.

2.5.2 Effects Of Single-Parenting On The Single Parent

The single parent suffers a lot when faced with the responsibilities of independently bringing up kids. Some of the effects single-parenting has on single parents are:

1. The single parent feels bitterness against the absent partner, of which the aggression may be passed on the child.

2. Excess workload, in the sense that the responsibilities meant for two people are being shouldered by a person.

3. Financial shortcoming in the upbringing the child.

4. Emotional instability.

5. In the case of family intrusion, the affected parent will show hatred towards his/her in-laws and this surely affects one’s emotions.

6. In the case of rape, the single mother may show great hatred towards other men, and if possible, the child.

7. Most single-mothers experience insecurity and fear, and may be lenient in the disciplining of their children.

2.5.3 Effect Of Single-Parenting On Child’s Academic Achievement
It is generally believed that children with single parents lack enough parental support in their academics. It may be due to inadequacy of funds for qualitative education. It may be due to the single parent’s involvement in many activities that serve as means of livelihood. In the case whereby the partner that is literate is absent, then the illiterate partner becomes useless and cannot contribute to the academic success of the child.

According to Neven (1996) as cited by Osiboye (2005), the demands  of academics become very difficult to cope within the circumstances of  broken homes. This is so because children from single parents are not well catered for. They have little or no access to textbooks and are not well motivated, and thus, problems concerning their academics are not solved promptly.Anne T. Henderson quoted “When parents become involved, children do better in school, and they go to better schools.” This is obviously true, most especially in our Nigerian societies.

A single parent faces doubled responsibilities requiring time, attention, and money. Hence, less attention is paid to the academics of the child. Many single parents are just too busy that they do not even bother to check their children’s terminal report sheet, not to talk of assignments and class exercises. They run around to raise their children’s school fees. Some don’t even bother to buy quality textbooks for their children. Some children, due to peer influence  and  parent’s  nonchalant  attitude towards their academics, begin to play truancy, and these, as we all know, have adverse effects on the children’s performances, especially in Mathematics.

2.5.4 Effects Of Single-Parenting On The Society
The home is the first agent of socialization (Ajere, 2013). But the bad concept of single parenting has become the order of the day in most Nigerian societies. The society suffers from this, because the society consists of several homes. As a way of finding love (that children from single parents are deprived of), they run into wrong hands that worsen their case and lure them into different bad things such as prostitution, armed robbery, cultism, drug abuse, etc. They later become terrors to the society and draw back the social and economic development of such society.

The following, among others, are the impacts of single parenting on the society:

1. POVERTY: Single-parent families are at higher risk of poverty than couple families.

2. ADOPTION: Many single fathers whose children are with their mothers end up adopting children in order to  avoid  loneliness. Many  other single  parents that lost their families due to natural disasters also end up in adoption of other parent-less children.

3. SEXUAL ACTIVITY: Due to poor parental care, support, guidance, and discipline, adolescents from single-parent families have been found to engage in greater and earlier sexual activities.

4. PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS: People who experience the loss of their loved ones find it difficult to overcome the resulting trauma. It is a bad experience for them, especially the children. Teenage girls that experience rape may eventually have mental problems. Some adolescents from single-parent families end up in smoking, drug abuse, prostitution, hooliganism, and other social vices.

5. EDUCATION: Children from single-parent families tend to have lower educational attainments than children from two-parent families. Many of them eventually drop out of school after their secondary education.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
 INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2 
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
 POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


This study was carried out to examine the causes and consequences of single parenthood. Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State form the population of the study. Ten secondary schools were selected. The ten schools selected have a population of 3000 senior secondary students.
3.4
 SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5 
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. The random sampling technique was used in this study. The sample size of this research is 10% of the total population of the study, that is, 300. 10% of the students in each of the selected schools were randomly selected for the purpose of this research. The students selected belong to SSS1-SSS3 classes.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8 
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the pearson correlation statistical tool, SPSS v.23
3.9
 VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

ANALYSIS OF DATA AND DISCUSSION
This chapter deals with the analysis of data in order to highlight the perceived causes and consequences of Single Parenting in Enugu state. Information about their family background were also collected.

The data was presented and analyzed based on the research questions. Personal data of the respondents were also analyzed. 

Section A showed the personal characteristics of the respondents and their families which are class, age, sex, father’s occupation, mother’s occupation, number of children in the family, and religion. Section B indicated the distribution of respondents according to their personal opinions to the fixed-response questions they were asked. This is done to know the actual answer and to achieve the specific objectives of this study.

SECTION A

PERSONAL DATA OF THE RESPONDENTS
Table 1: Distribution of respondents by their age

	Age (years)
	Frequency
	Percentage

	12-14
	74
	24.67%

	15-17
	188
	62.67%

	18 and above
	38
	12.67%

	Total
	300
	100%


The distribution above indicated that 24.67% of  the  respondents  were within the age range of 12-14 years, 62.67% were within the age range of 15-17 years, and 12.67% of the respondents were 18years old and above.

Also, from the distribution above, it could be gathered that the respondents between the age range of 15-17 years had the highest percentage, that is, 62.67%. At this age range, students are liable to dangers, emotional distress, lack of focus and concentration, sexual harassment, etc.

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to their class

	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SSS1
	108
	36.00%

	SSS2
	105
	35.00%

	SSS3
	87
	29.00%

	Total
	300
	100%


The table above indicated that 36.00% of the respondents belonged to SSS1 class, 35.00% of them belonged to SSS2 class, and the remaining 29.00% belonged to SSS3 class.

From the table, it is shown that SSS1 students had the highest percentage (36.00%), closely followed by SSS2 students (35.00%). Even the SSS3 students were not far behind with 29.00%.

Table 3: Distribution of respondents according to the number of children in their families

	Number of children
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1-2
	86
	28.67%

	3-4
	162
	54.00%

	5 and above
	52
	17.33%

	Total
	300
	100%


The table above indicated that 28.67% of the respondents said that the number of children in their families are not more than 2, 54.00% of them said that the number of children in their families is either 3 or 4, while the remaining 17.33% said that the number of children in their families is more than 4. It can be deduced that many of them came from families with either 3 or 4 children. This might be because of the official maximum number of children (i.e. 4) that the government suggested for Nigerian citizens. 

Table 4: Distribution of respondents according to their sex

	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	126
	42.00%

	Female
	174
	58.00%

	Total
	300
	100%


The table above indicated that 42.00% of the respondents were male while 58.00% were female. From the  survey  of  this study, female respondents were more than the male respondents.

Table 6: Distribution of respondents according to their fathers’ occupation

	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Teaching
	40
	13.33%

	Civil Servant
	15
	5.00%

	Farming
	80
	26.67%

	Vocational
	115
	38.33%

	Business
	15
	5.00%

	Others
	35
	11.67%

	Total
	300
	100%


From the table above, 13.33% of the respondents said that their fathers are teachers, 5.00% said that their fathers are civil servants, 26.67% said that their fathers are farmers, 38.33% said that their fathers engage in vocational jobs like carpentry, bricklaying, arts, vulcanizing, mechanical and electrical works, tailoring, etc. 5.00% of the respondents said that their fathers are involved in business activities, while 11.67% said that their fathers are involved in other jobs. Some are lawyers, bankers, doctors, transport workers, messengers, security guards, etc.

From the table above, it is clearly indicated that respondents whose fathers are involved in vocational jobs had the highest percentage (38.33%) while the civil servants and businessmen had the lowest percentage (5.00%).

Table 7: Distribution of respondents according to their mothers’ occupation

	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Trading
	121
	40.33%

	Teaching
	48
	16.00%

	Farming
	21
	7.00%

	Civil servants
	10
	3.33%

	Others
	100
	33.33%

	Total
	300
	100%


The table above indicated that 40.33% of the respondents  said  that  their mothers are traders, most of which are market women, 16.00% of them said that their mothers are teachers, 7.00% of them said that their mothers are farmers, mostly small- scale farmers, 3.33% of them said that their mothers are civil servants, and 33.33% of them said their mothers involve in other occupations like  nursing,  tailoring, hairdressing, and some are dependants.

SECTION B

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO THEIR OPINIONS
Research question one:  Are there some cause of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State?

Table 8: Respondents on if there are some cause of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	300
	100

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	300
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 300 respondents constituting 100% said yes. 

If your answer for question above is yes, What are the causes of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State

Table 9: Perception of Respondents on Causes of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State

N= 300

	s/n
	Items/ Description
	ẋ
	SD
	Remark

	1 
	Divorce 
	3.54
	.67
	Accepted

	2 
	Separation  
	3.63
	.63
	Accepted

	3 
	Rape 
	3.57
	.63
	Accepted

	4 
	Prostitution  
	3.73
	.51
	Accepted

	5 
	Personal decision/Not married 
	3.50
	.69
	Accepted

	6 
	Early Pregnancy 
	3.5
	0.64
	Accepted 


Source: Researchers‟ Fieldwork, 2021

Table 5 showed that the five items had their mean ranging from 3.50–3.73 which indicates that all the variables were considered as the Causes of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State.
Research question two: Are there some effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area

Table 10: Respondents on some effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	300
	100

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	300
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 300 respondents constituting 100% said yes. 

If your answer for question above is yes, What are the effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area

Table 11: Simple percentage rating of respondents’ responses on the effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area.

	S/N
	QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS
	YES

(F)
	YES

(%)
	NO
(F)
	NO
(%)

	1.
	Do children from single parents face depression than
children from dual-parents?
	236
	78.67
	64
	21.33

	2.
	Do children  from  single  parents  face  intimidation than children from dual-parents?
	220
	73.33
	80
	26.67

	3.
	Do children from single parents experience less proper upbringing and parental care than children from dual-parents?
	275
	91.67
	25
	8.33

	4.
	Do children from single parents feel free to mingle with children from stable homes in their schools, playgrounds, churches or mosques?
	108
	36.00
	192
	64.00

	5.
	Children from single parents feel bad when their mates in school make jest of them because they are living with a single parent.
	283
	94.33
	17
	5.67

	6.
	Are
children
from
single
parents
easily afraid
compared to children from dual-parents?
	121
	40.33
	179
	59.67

	7.
	Do children  from  single  parents  feel  inferior  to children from dual-parents?
	226
	75.33
	74
	24.67

	8.
	Are children from single parents easily frustrated than children from dual-parents?
	235
	78.33
	65
	21.67

	9.
	Are children  from  single  parents  more  aggressive than children from dual-parents?
	258
	86.00
	42
	14.00


From the table above, 78.67% of the respondents agreed that children  from single parents face depression than children from dual-parents, while the remaining 21.33% did not. 73.33% of the respondents agreed that children from single parents face intimidation than children from dual-parents, while the remaining 26.67% did not. Also, 91.67% of the respondents agreed that children from single parents experience less proper upbringing and parental care than children from dual-parents, while the remaining 8.33% did not. It is also shown from the table that 36.00% of the respondents agreed that children from single parents feel free to mingle with children from stable homes in their schools, playgrounds, churches or mosques, while 64.00% believed that children from single parents do not feel free to mingle with children from stable homes in their schools, playgrounds, churches or mosques.

94.33% of the respondents agreed that children from single parents feel bad when their mates in school make jest of them because they are living with a  single parent, while the remaining 5.67% did not. It was also evident that 40.33% of the respondents believed that children from single parents are easily afraid compared to children from dual-parents, while the remaining 59.67% did not. 75.33% of the respondents believed that children from single  parents  feel inferior to children from dual-parents, while the remaining 24.67% did not.

Likewise, 78.33% of the respondents believed that children from single parents are easily frustrated than children from dual-parents, while the remaining 21.67% did not. Finally, 86.00% of the respondents agreed that children from single parents are more aggressive than children from dual-parents, while the remaining 14.00% did not. From this analysis, it was concluded that children from single parents are at higher risks of facing some certain problems than children from dual-parents, which reduce their mental and emotional strength and development.

Research question three: Could the problem of single parenthood be solved in your area?

Table 4.4: Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	168
	56

	No
	63
	21

	Undecided
	69
	23

	Total
	300
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021
From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 168 respondents constituting 56% said yes. 63 respondents constituting 21% said no. While the remain 69 respondents constituting 23% were undecided.

Research Question 4: In what ways could the government help children of single parents in the society?

Table 4.6: Response on ways could the government help children of single parents in the society
	Options
	Yes (%)
	No (%)
	Total

	raising awareness to parents on the importance of raising children together
	300 (100%)
	00
	300 (100%)

	divorced parents should be educated on the importance of supporting their children and the effects of not supporting them
	300 (100%)
	00
	300 (100%)

	Spouses should be given education on the effects of divorce and separation on child's health or wellbeing
	300 (100%)
	00
	300 (100%)

	the Government should plan to support the widows' families and empower them economically in order to improve their life
	300 (100%)
	00
	300 (100%)


Source: Field Survey, 2020

All the respondents in table 4.6 above agreed that government should be raising awareness to parents on the importance of raising children together, divorced parents should be educated on the importance of supporting their children and the effects of not supporting them, Spouses should be given education on the effects of divorce and separation on child's health or wellbeing and the Government should plan to support the widows' families and empower them economically in order to improve their life.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 SUMMARY
This study has helped to reveal the causes and consquences of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State. This study also reveals that, apart from their poor performances of children from single-parent homes face a lot of emotional distress that hamper their self-confidence and simultaneously affect their rate of socialization.

Based on the analyses made in chapter four, it was discovered that children from single-parent homes find it difficult to pay their school fees and buy  textbooks and other learning materials on time. Many of them even miss  classes because of their inability to pay their school fees on time. Their poor performances can also be attributed to their lack of  textbook and lack of support from their single parents in terms of tutoring.

Many of the respondents also believe that children from single-parent homes easily lose interest and concentration in  classes and when studying  at home, in schools, or in the library. This may be due to the fact that they are teenagers, and they really understand the challenges their single parents face, which makes them feel insecure and restless. They are easily afraid and may be made to carry out some responsibilities not meant for them, like engaging in menial jobs, petty trading, while some even go to work in farms so as to find means of livelihood.

This study has also helped to reveal that children from single parents do not perform well in  assignments, obviously, because their parents do not have time for them. They also perform poorly in  tests and examinations, apparently due to their poor preparation for those tests and examinations.

5.2 Conclusion
A single parent is one living without a spouse and on whose shoulders lay the higher responsibility of looking after a child. The single parent is the primary caregiver with whom the children have most residencies with. In most situations, it happens after separation or divorce and the mother becomes the main caregiver as the custodial parent, and the father becomes a minor giver as the noncustodial parent. In some instances though, such roles may exchange between the parents (Abudu and Fuseini, 2013).

Single parenthood is a growing trend in today‟s world; this can be endorsed to increased rates of divorce, separation, mortality amongst parents and individual decisions to be single parents. This has truth according to the LCA No.21 (2009) (1) (a) that asserts that, Subject to the provisions of the Law of Marriage Act, where parents of a child are separated or divorced, a child shall have a right to maintenance and education of the quality he enjoyed immediately before his parents were separated or divorced.

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

The following points should be put into consideration to alleviate, to a great extent, the dangerous effects of single parenting on the Academic achievement of Mathematics in senior secondary students.

1. Pre-marital counseling should be emphasized and done properly in counseling centres. This will help prospective couples to know the adverse effects that incessant quarrels and separation can have on the personality and achievement of their children.

2. Marriage seminars should be organized by all sectors of the society and  the seminars should be handled by professional and experienced experts. This would help to minimize disunity in families and couples should be encouraged to attend before and during married life.

3. Marital disunity is a major cause of single parenting. Therefore, to avoid this, parents should tolerate, accommodate, appreciate, and understand each other in marriage. Forces of disunity should be ignored, de-emphasized, if not eliminated. Both parents should try to stay together for the sake of good upbringing of their children. Whenever there is problem in the home, the couple should try to see the counselor for a help or otherwise, settle the problems within themselves amicably.

4. Married couples should avoid misunderstanding in the presence of their children as this might endanger the security and confidence of the child. They should learn to love, respect, care, tolerate, and understand each other so as to establish a good and sound relationship in the home.

5. The government should help to fight against environmental hazards and crimes like rape and sexual harassment/molestation. This will help to create a safe environment for learning and families will be at peace. War  against  rape  and sexual molestation will stop the birth of fatherless and unwanted babies.

6. The government should give adequate attention and support to students from single-parent homes.

7. Students of single parenthood should be encouraged on the three basic dimensions of self-concepts, namely; sense of belonging, sense of worth and sense of competence. They need a positive identity or an enhanced self-concept for the overall adjustment.

8. Religious organizations should discourage their adherents from divorcing their marriage partners.

9. Teachers should recognize, understand, respect, and treat the educational needs of their students from single-parent homes. They should not see them as objects of ridicule, and should always protect from oppression and intimidation that may come from their mates from intact homes. They should help children from single- parent homes to develop their confidence and skills for survival and sustenance.

10. National Orientation Agency (NOA) should carry out campaigns against divorce and should enlighten all Nigerians on the bad effects of disunity in families on individual and national development.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

SECTION A
1. Name of school: ………………….

2. Class: ………………..

3. Age: …………….


4.
Sex: …………………..

5.Number of children in the family: …………………………

6.Position in the family: ……………………………….

7.Father’s Occupation: ………………………………

8.Mother’s Occupation: ………………………………

SECTION B
Research question one:  Are there some cause of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


If your answer for question above is yes, What are the causes of single parenthood in Imezi Owa in Ezeagu Local Government Area of Enugu State

	s/n
	Items/ Description
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	1 
	Divorce 
	
	
	
	

	2 
	Separation  
	
	
	
	

	3 
	Rape 
	
	
	
	

	4 
	Prostitution  
	
	
	
	

	5 
	Personal decision/Not married 
	
	
	
	

	6 
	Early Pregnancy 
	
	
	
	


Research question two: Are there some effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


If your answer for question above is yes, What are the effect of single parent hood in academic performance of children in the study area.

	S/N
	QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS
	YES


	NO


	1.
	Do children from single parents face depression than
children from dual-parents?
	
	

	2.
	Do children  from  single  parents  face  intimidation than children from dual-parents?
	
	

	3.
	Do children from single parents experience less proper upbringing and parental care than children from dual-parents?
	
	

	4.
	Do children from single parents feel free to mingle with children from stable homes in their schools, playgrounds, churches or mosques?
	
	

	5.
	Children from single parents feel bad when their mates in school make jest of them because they are living with a single parent.
	
	

	6.
	Are
children
from
single
parents
easily afraid
compared to children from dual-parents?
	
	

	7.
	Do children  from  single  parents  feel  inferior  to children from dual-parents?
	
	

	8.
	Are children from single parents easily frustrated than children from dual-parents?
	
	

	9.
	Are children  from  single  parents  more  aggressive than children from dual-parents?
	
	


Research question three: Could the problem of single parenthood be solved in your area?

	Options
	PLEASE TICK

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Research Question 4: In what ways could the government help children of single parents in the society?

	Options
	Yes 
	No 

	raising awareness to parents on the importance of raising children together
	
	

	divorced parents should be educated on the importance of supporting their children and the effects of not supporting them
	
	

	Spouses should be given education on the effects of divorce and separation on child's health or wellbeing
	
	

	the Government should plan to support the widows' families and empower them economically in order to improve their life
	
	


