BRITAIN AND NIGERIA’S INDEPENDENCE IN 1960

TABLE OF CONNTENT
Title Page                                                                  
Abstract                                    
Table of content                                 
List of Tables                                             
Chapter one: Introduction
1.1        Background of  the study                     
1.1.1  Profile of the company        
1.2        Statement of the company                  
1.3        Objective of the study                 
1.4        Research questions                             
1.5        Research hypothesis                   
1.6        Significance of the study                      
1.7        Scope 

1.8
limitation of the study   
CHAPTER TWO

British conquest of Nigeria

2.1
The conquest of Nigeria

2.2
The conquest of the bight of Biafra (oil river or Niger delta)

2.3
The creation of the protectorate of northern Nigeria in 1900

2.4
Events leading to the amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914

2.5
British administrative policies in Nigeria

2.6
creation of native courts and divisions

2.7
British economic policies

2.8
organization of the British administration                                         
CHAPTER THREE

Nationalist movement in Nigeria

3.1
Nationalist movement in Nigeria before 1914

3.2
Factors responsible for the growth of nationalist movement in Nigeria after the amalgamation of 1914

3.3
Nationalist movement in Nigeria, 1914-1960: impact on the actualization of Nigerian independence                  
CHAPTER FOUR

Political development, Nigeria independence and different constitution from 1922 till date

4.1
Nigerian independence

4.2
Constitutional development

4.3
Constitution in the colonial phase (1914-1959)

4.4
Constitution in post colonial era (1960-1999)

4.5
Military and constitution making in nigeria (1979-1999)                  
CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY CONCLUSION
5.1        Summary         
5.2        Conclusion                                   
References

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to examine Britain and Nigeria's independence in 1960. Specifically, the study examined  examine how the Nigeria territory was allotted to Britain and how they were able to colonize Nigeria. The study also, examine how the Nationalist movement in Nigeria started.  The study further  find out the different constitutions that were made in other for the smooth running of Nigeria. Lastly, the study  find out how Nigeria got her independence. This study was carried out using the secondary source of data which includes, internet,journals, published and unpublished articles, the findings revealed that Britain's Colonial rule made sufficient allowance for the growth in experience and influence of the Western educated elites, who took over the reins of government. On independence, Nigeria had six years of experience as a Federal State.  Also  that the leaders, under the British rule, were shown how to solve several problems which would confront them. They were shown how to deal with such problems as balance between the centre and the regions, minority problems, and fiscal allocations. They were well-informed or shown how to be broadly united. They were given enough chance to put forth numerous plans for national policy.

CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
The territory known as Nigeria was a British creation. Its coastal areas have for some three to four hundred years been involved in trade, particularly slave trade with Britain. With the abolition of slave trade and the setting up of industries, the Britain’s were in need of raw materials and market for their product. This led to another form of trade relationship between the Nigerians and Britain. Apart from Britain, there were other European countries like France, Germany, Portugal that were also interested in trade with Nigeria. This lead to conflict and competition among these European States, in an attempt to resolve this conflict, a conference was called for in Berlin and in that conference, Nigeria became the lot of Britain. The Berlin Conference, gave Britain the control over Nigeria, when the Britain tries to implement the treaty of the Berlin in Nigeria, she met with a lot of resistance from the Nigerian people who were not part of the conference nor their consent sort for. Only to wake up one morning and was informed that they are now the property of Britain. This resulted to conflict and war, but the British were victorious due to their superior weapons. By 1914, all the territories of Nigeria were under the control of British, and colonial administration was set up to govern the whole of the country headed by a Governor General Lord Lugard. 
Origin of the Nationalist Movement
The conquest and colonization of the Nigerian territory stirring up nationalist sentiments among the few educated elements mostly foreign educated Africans and liberated slaves, and later African students in Britain.  The early Nigerian nationalist did not seek independence. They accepted the British rule and were glad and proud of their status as British citizens. But they fought against specific acts of the British administration. First they fought the imposition of taxation and water rates, to this end, a political association called the People’s Union, was formed by Obasa and Dr. Randle (Ade, 1965 ). The People Union petition against the water rate. The imposition of taxes lead to the Aba Women Riot of 1929. There was also a struggle against hand acquisition by the colonial government for that purpose, the Lagos Ancilliary of the Aborigines Right Protection Society (LAARPS) was formed. The Ancilliary led a delegation to London to protest against the Land policy of the colonial government( Adedeji, 1968).  Another factor that led to nationalism was racial discrimination. Africans were not considered eligible for top service positions called European appointments. They were also excluded from the well-kept quarters of towns called European reservations. They were treated as second rated citizens in their own countries. Even well qualified Nigerians were denied access to good jobs, and even if they were appointed, they do not have equal status and salary with their European colleagues. Churches were not free from prejudice. It was common for white missionaries to discriminate against blacks. Many of them refused to serve under black priests. Unlike their French counterpart that operates the principles of assimilation and direct rule. The British, operates the principle of isolation, they have few contact with the people. They administer the people through indirect rule. They rule through the traditional rulers who were illiterate, they became a tool in their hands to exploit the people. Since most of the traditional rulers were installed by the British after defeating the former ones, they were to support the British administration and any act or otherwise is viewed as treason. The traditional rulers became the middle men, between the British and the people, the educated Nigerians were left out of the administration. This lead to resentment and grievances. The educated elite reasoned that if Britain was to hand over the administration of the country to it’s citizens in a later day, the educated elite and not the traditional rulers that administer the country, not inclusion of the educated elite in the administration of the country was a sign that the British was not preparing the nation for independence. The educated elite began to context for Nigerian representative in the administration of the country. The growth of nationalism in Nigeria got the impetus both from the domestic and international front. A brief look at the role played by international personality in stirring up nationalist spirit in Nigeria. One of the prominent international personality is Marcus J. Garvey and Wilmont Blyden. Marcus Garvey had the view that the Blackman should not just fold his hands but must revolt against the idea that Africans were destined to take the back seat forever, and that he should work tirelessly to reject the alleged inferiority of the Africans.  The First World War also played a significant role in boosting nationalist consciousness. The First World War was the first exposure to international scene by Nigerians as a soldier. Many Nigerians who were recruited in the army fought side by side with their European counterpart. They saw that the Whites were also afraid. This broke the myth surrounding the superiority of the European race. When the soldiers returned to Nigeria, they asked themselves if the white man think we are good enough to fight and die in a white man’s war, why do they deny that we are good enough to rule our own country. It was under these conditions of racial prejudice that the Lagos branch of Marcus Garvey’s Universal Negro Improvement Association was formed in 1920 by Rev. W.B. Euba and Rev. S.M. Abiodun. 
Achievement of Nationalist Movement
The nationalist movement achieved a considerable success in their struggle against the colonial rule. The struggle yielded success, for example, the Aba Women Riot which was a nationalist struggle against imposition of taxation was revolted. The struggle against land acquisition by the colonial administration also yielded a positive result. This course was championed by Herbert Macaulay. In 1912, Macaulay led a delegation to protest against the colonial government’s decision to place lands in the Northern Province of Nigeria, under the control of the Governor who shall hold and administer them the use and common benefits of the natives and to do the same in the southern province. Macaulay decided to go to London to lobby the colonial office. Unfortunately, this plan was foiled by his arrest for an alleged misappropriation of public fund(Adedeji,1968) Not deterred by his imprisonment, on arrival from prison, Herbert Macaulay confronted the colonial government on the celebrated case of Chief Amodu Oluwa, whose land in Lagos was acquired by the colonial government for a meagre amount as compensation. Macaulay accompanied Chief Amodu to London in 1920 where he lodged an appeal before the Privy Council who ruled in favour of Chief Amodu. Consequently, the Lagos colonial authority was ordered to pay Chief Amodu the sum of twenty thousand five hundred pounds against the five hundred pounds he was earlier paid. Another aspect of the success of the nationalist struggle was the granting of elective representative by Clifford Administration. The National Congress of British West Africa (NCBWA) after its inauguration in 1920, sent a delegation to London to present a petition demanding for elective representative. It was treated in an off hand manner by the colonial secretary and returned without success. One of the reasons why the delegation was shabbily treated, the colonial secretary was the opposition of all West African Governors to the demands of the NCBWA. Sir Hugh Clifford was most virulent in his denunciation of the NCBWA and its delegation. He describe their demands as loose and gaseous talk emanating from a group of self appointed, self selected educated gentlemen who collectively styled themselves the congress of British West Africa(Ade,1965 ). It is however surprising that Sir Hugh Clifford who had vehemently opposed the demands of the congress recommended the granting of elective representation when setting up the new legislative council.6 This attitude was influenced by the demand of the NCBWA. Clifford was a man that has great value for public opinion. He looked upon public opinion as a check upon arbitrary acts on the parts of government officials. Thus, Nigeria led the way in the achievement of elective principle in Tropical Africa.  It was the activity of the nationalist that lead to different constitutional development. The grievances of the people against the constitutional lead to changes. Though there were some problems militating against the achievement of the Nationalist Movement, some of the problems that bedevil the movements were the lack of mass appeal. Many of the movements represented a Nigerian elite and their grievances against colonial rule were not always the same as those of the Nigerian masses. There were those benefiting from the colonial administration like the traditional rulers whose position were now more powerful than before, the traditional rulers were answerable to the people, but now to the colonial master. Another explanation is found in the failure of the leaders to unite to fight the cause for which they were founded. Mutual suspicion and petty jealousy lead to quarrels and it’s leaders made all sort of wicked allegation against each other. But perhaps the strongest opposition came from the colonial administration. The governor were particularly hostile to all the nationalist aspirations. Because the controlled forces of law and order, the police and the judiciary. Inspite of its appeal to the educated elite, the Nigerian Youth Movement failed to attract participation from the North. It therefore remained a south based party, and this was a big weakness for any nationalist movement which claimed to speak for an entire country. Besides all these opposition, we can say that the nationalist movement were able to achieve a considerable success. 
Impact of World War II
The outbreak of the Second World War made a great impression on the minds of Nigerian nationalists. For the British government called on all the people to help in the war against oppression, dictatorship and slavery by the Germans. The language of freedom, liberty and justice had been introduced into the vocabulary of the colonial government. These words were later to be used by the Nigerian nationalists in the struggle for independence. 
Another way the Second World War made an impact on Nigerians, was through the acquisition of informal education by Nigerian soldiers who had left the country to fight for the Empire. At the battle field, the Nigerians discovered that they were by no means inferior to the white soldiers, they also discovered that the white soldiers shared the same hopes and fears as the black soldiers. Furthermore, at the battle fields, the military administration had introduced literacy courses to the soldiers. 
The return of the soldiers to Nigeria made an impact, many of them began to speak the language of the nationalists. 
The Second World War altered the international system. At the end of the world war, two super powers emerge, the USA and the Old USSR, both were anti-colonial states. The USA been under a colonial rule fought to gain independence condemn any policy of colonialism. The USSR, been an advocate of communism sees colonialism as an evil bestow on earth by capitalism. Also at the end of the war, a new international organization was formed, the UN, and one of it’s charter contains the principle of international accountability. 
The Second World War influenced Britain colonial policy. Britain emerged from the war so weak militarily, economically and financially that there seemed to be lacking in the country not only the will, but also the physical and financial power to resist nationalists demands for self government in her colonies abroad. With the victory of the labour in July 1945, general elections in Britain Labour Party took over the government of Britain and was strongly opposed to the acquisition of colonies abroad. Finally, during the war in 1941, American president Roosevelt and Britain Prime Minister Churchill made the declaration that was greatly to impress the young nationalists called the Atlantic Charter, the statement called on every one to respect the right of all people to choose the form of government under which they will live. The nationalists who heard this statement gave it the interpretation that all men are free to determine the form and nature of the administration under which they wanted to live. 
Constitutional Conferences 
The first constitutional conference was organized by Governor Macpherson following the criticism of the Lugard Constitution that it was an imposition on the people, that the people were not consulted. The new governor, Sir John Macpherson, decided to avoid such a mistake. In March 1949, a selected committee of the legislative council was set up to examine the problems of introducing a new constitution. The committee agreed that there should be a wide measure of consultation with the people starting from the village level. This was to be followed by a general conference made up of all unofficial members of the legislative council and representatives of each regional council. Recommendations were made. The Regional Conferences met at Ibadan, Enugu and Kaduna respectively. The recommendations of the Regional Conferences were submitted to a constitutional drafting committee headed by the Chief Secretary, Sir Hugh Foot(7 ). An all – Nigeria Constitutional Conference was then summoned. They met in Ibadan in January 1950 under the chairmanship of the Attorney General, Sir Gerald Howe. The conference drew up a series of recommendations. Mainly that a federal system consisting of the three existing regions should be set up and Lagos be created an independence municipality. In many ways the 1951 constitution failed to satisfy the political leaders even though it, was home made. This was because it was compromised, and compromises hardly satisfy. The constitution came under attack from nationalists leaders in the south. Dr. Azikiwe criticized various aspects of it. Chief was equally critical of the new constitution, particularly the imbalance that would be created by having three unequal regions knit together by a strong central legislature. He therefore asserted that the constitution failed to satisfy the three criteria by which a federal constitution should be judged and concluded that the constitution was therefore a wretched compromise between federalism and Unitarianism(8 ). Event that took place between 1951 and 1953 led to another constitutional conference which was summoned in July 1953 to work out a new constitution for the country. The conference met from July to August 1953. The new constitution established a federal system of government. One of the issues addressed in this conference was the question of independence in 1956. The secretary of state informed the conference that the British Government could not commit itself to a definite date for self government for the country as a whole, particularly since the NPC delegation representing over half the country’s population was opposed to it. And promised to grant any region that so desired it full self government. On January 1954, the constitutional conference re-assembled, this time in Lagos to settle issues not fully settled at previous constitutional conferences. The conference was also withheld because of the crisis between Azikiwe and Eyo.(9) A commission was set up which found Azikiwe guilty of misconduct. The report of the commission was followed by the dissolution of the Eastern Regional House of Assembly on January 1957,10 at the request of the government. In the elections that followed, Zik was re-elected.  The crises haven been disposed of the secretary of state – the colonies announced that the conference which had been postponed could now be held. The conference was therefore assembled in May 23, 1957. In this conference, the Eastern and Western region delegations requested for the fulfilment of promises made in 1953 by the British Government to grant regional self government to any region who desire to be fulfilled. The Northern Region also declared it’s willingness to achieve internal self government by 1959 and this was readily greed to by the British Government.  As regards the unanimous demand for the Nigerian delegations that independence be granted in 1959 since the Northern Region had agreed on that date for the territory self government, the secretary of state declared that it was impossible, that there is need to watch events in Nigeria for some time before they could be able to recommend a date to the British Government. He promised however, that after 1959 elections, Nigeria and United Kingdom leaders could confer together to work out a process by which Nigeria could attain self government within common wealth. The Nigerian leaders now shifted the date from 1959 to 1960 and made it clear to the secretary of state that a resolution setting a precise date for independence would be adopted early in 1960 by the new House of Representatives and demanded a more specific guarantee from the British Government. The secretary of state assured them that if such a resolution was received, the imperial government would try as much as possible to meet the resolution in a reasonable and practicable manner. Following the 1959 general elections, the NPC and NCNC/NEPU formed a coalition government Alhaji Abubakar Tafawa Balewa became the Prime Minister and Sir James Robertson continued as governor general. Constitutional conferences were held in May 1960 in London and July 1960 in Lagos to produce an independence constitution. By July 1960, the Nigerian Independence Act was promulgated by the parliament of Great Britain and on October 1, 1960, Nigeria became independent. The constitution was largely the amendments and addition to 1957 constitution through the constitutional conferences of 1957 and 1958.
In conclusion, Nigeria obtained her independence from Britain without violence or war but through negotiations.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Britain gained control of Nigeria through both diplomatic (treaties) and military (gun-boat) means. By 1914, Britain had gained effective control of the entire area of Nigeria as a colony. Treaties defined the character of the British penetration in such a way that when in 1900 political control was formally established over the Nigerian area, it took the tripartite form of three autonomous administrations – The Colony and protectorate of Lagos; the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria; and the Protectorate of Northern Nigeria Ade Ajayi( 1965). These three region-like protectorates became subsequently amalgamated in 1914 to form the Nigerian state.Britain assumed this ‘right’ to impose its will on Nigeria with the appointment of John Beecroft as the first Consul for the Bights of Biafra and Benin in 1849 which marked the beginning of direct British influence in Nigeria. The British generally dictated treaties that resulted in further annexations and eventual colonialism. Colonial administration in Nigeria was a direct consequence of the various attempts to stamp out slave trade and establish ‘legitimate commerce’ which was patterned after the industrial and commercial needs of Britain and latter Europe. An effective suppression of the slave trade (which needed to start from the hinterland) could only be achieved without the use of treaties. The slave-trade treaties thus provided the legal and diplomatic strength to put a stop to a trade that was no longer profitable to the commercial and industrial demand of Britain the trailblazer of the industrial revolution. With the development of Nigerian academically , nationalist movement began with Nigerians demanding to be involved in how their country is been run and this also led to the agitation for independence from the British colonial masters.

1.3
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The primary objective of the study is as follows

To examine how the Nigeria territory was allotted to Britain and how they were able to colonize Nigeria.

To examine how the Nationalist movement in Nigeria started. 

To find out the different constitutions that were made in other for the smooth running of Nigeria

To find out how Nigeria got her independence.

1.4
RESEARCH QUESTION

The following questions have been prepared for the study

How was the Nigeria territory allotted to Britain ?

How  did the Nationalist movement in Nigeria started?

What are the different constitutions that were made in other for the smooth running of Nigeria?

How did  Nigeria gain her independence.

1.5
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study focuses on Britain and Nigeria's independence in 1960

This study will be of benefit to the Nigerian government as it will stand as a basis to remember and teach our history to the coming generation

This study is significant to the ministry of education as it will be obliged to include history in the country s education curriculum.

This study will be of benefit to the academic community as it will contribute to the existing literature n Britain colonization of Nigeria.

1.6
SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study examines Britain and Nigeria's independence in 1960. the study will also,   examine how the Nigeria territory was allotted to Britain and how they were able to colonize Nigeria. The study will further examine how the Nationalist movement in Nigeria started. More so the study will find out the different constitutions that were made in other for the smooth running of Nigeria. Lastly the study will  find out how Nigeria got her independence. Hence this study is delimited to Nigeria.

1.7
LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study was constrained by a number of factors which are as follows:

Just like any other research, ranging from unavailability of needed accurate materials on the topic under study, inability to get data

Financial constraint , was faced by  the researcher ,in getting relevant materials  and  in printing and collation of questionnaires

Time factor: time factor pose another constraint since having to shuttle between writing of the research and also engaging in other academic work making it uneasy for the researcher.

1.8
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research methodology deals with the different ways or methods the researcher applied in order to carry out the research as well as the instrument used for gathering the data. 

There are several research methodologies appropriate for answering the research questions. The type of research methodology used in this research to gather data and relevant information is the historical research and the study will adopt descriptive method of data collection. This will involve the collection of materials from secondary sources, such as books, journal articles, magazines, internet sources, international and national conference proceedings, published and unpublished articles.

1.9 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

To achieve the purpose of this research. The study is divided into five inter-connected chapters, ranging from chapter one to five.

In this chapter one the researcher has been able to give an introduction to the work, state the problem that necessitate this study, outline the questions this work seek to answer as well as the objectives it hopes to achieve. The scope and limitations of this study were outlined as well as the methodology that was used for the study.

Chapter two deals with the conquest of Nigeria,  the conquest of the bight of biafra (oil river or Niger delta), the creation of the protectorate of northern Nigeria in 1900, events leading to the amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914 etc. Chapter three discuss the nationalist movement in Nigeria before 1914,  factors responsible for the growth of nationalist movement in Nigeria after the amalgamation of 1914etc. Chapter four delves into Nigerian independence, constitutional development, constitution in the colonial phase (1914-1959)etc. while chapter five deals with the summary, recommendations and conclusion.

CHAPTER TWO

BRITISH CONQUEST OF NIGERIA

2.1
THE CONQUEST OF NIGERIA

The clear indications of the British interest in Nigeria came in 1851 when John BeeCroft  bombarded Lagos. Since the abolition of slave trade, the British government has been  searching for a good way to end the slave business and introduce a legitimate trade especially  in Africa. In 1849, the British naval authority employed John BeecCoft and made him the  British Consul in charge of the Bights of Benin and Biafra. This according to Onwubiko, K.B.C.  (1973 :178) “marks the beginning of the British influence in Nigeria. It was to Beecroft’s credit  that, he laid the foundation on which British influence and interest were made permanent and  extended into the hinterland”. It should be noted that the British’s reason for appointing  BeeCroft was to put an end to the obnoxious slave trade. Scholars have argued that it was also  to advance the course of British interest to find and secure a stable market for the product of  the increasing industrial goods occasioned by industrial revolution. Quoting Ade Ajayi,  Onwubiko K.B.C. (1973 : 181) noted that Britain’s intervention in Lagos bombardment  was not just a philanthropic desire to destroy the slave trading activities of the  Portuguese and Brazilians there, but also the economic desire to control trade of Lagos  from which they hoped to exploit the resources of the vast country stretching to and  beyond the Niger There is no doubt that the British Government actually desired to put an end to slave  trading. The truth remains that they equally wanted to protect the economic interests of her  citizens. The events that followed the activities of the British in different regions of the country 

actually revealed their economic and political desire. When BeeCroft bombarded Lagos in  1851, he restored King Akintoye who accepted to sign treaties with the British: abolishing the  slave trade in Lagos, guarantying protection to British merchants and missionaries and repeated  all promises to carry on with lawful trade especially with the British merchants who were  competing seriously with the Portuguese. The reign of Akintoye was favourable to the British  who flocked Lagos for legitimate trade. It is on record that in 1853, a separate consulate was  appointed to the oil Rivers. The death of King Akintoye brought in leadership tussle in Lagos. King Dosumu  who later took over the kingship of Lagos was accused by the British of reviving slave  trading. He was incapacitated to work owing to series of treaties signed by king  Akintoye with the British especially the treaty of 1852, which almost made the king of  Lagos a British puppet. The threat and fear that, the deported king Kosoko may come  back in the event of loss of confidence by the British subdued king Dusumu. Possibly, his  fear was that if the British Government lost confidence in him and withdrew their  support, that, King Kosoko might use the opportunity to strike. As a result, he decided  to subject himself to British terms. In fact, before 1861, it appeared that Lagos was directly under the governance of the British. The annexation of Lagos in 1861 did not  happen as a surprise. It was pre-planned by the British and it was the logical and  inevitable consequences of the Lagos bombardment in 1851. Onwubiko (1973) noted  that  the explanation usually given by official British sources for the annexation  is that the slave trade was being revived under King Dosumu and that the  actions had become indispensable to complete suppression of slave trade  in order to secure forever the free population of Lagos from the slave 

traders and kidnappers who oppressed them.  This was of course the usual British strategy of clothing the economic wolf with the  dress of the humanitarian lamb. In the words of Asiwaju, (1980 : 430)  however relevant the slave trade argument, its significance as a factor in the  establishment of European colonial rule must be related to considerations of  British commercial interest and the associated hostility against the African  middlemen in the area  It should be noted that with the defeat and annexation of Lagos, the colonial master  systematically made incursions into the native Yoruba land. With the fear of what  happened in Lagos and due to the series of inter-tribal war fares in Yoruba land at that  time, the British had their easy access into the Yoruba land. They used all necessary  factors including the Liberated Africans and Missionaries to gain their success. In the  view of Asiwaju, (1980) from 1862 to 1893, almost all the towns of the Yoruba land up  to Ilorin had fallen into the protectorate of the British. He noted that  As elsewhere in Nigeria and other parts of Africa, two main methods of British  imperial expansion in Yoruba land were treaty making and military conquest.  But in spite of episodes such as the bombardment of Lagos in 1851 and the Ijebu  expedition of 1892, it is especially important to emphasize that protectorate  treaty with indigenous African authorities and a series of International agreement with France, more than outright military subjugation characterized  the process of British imperial establishment in Yoruba land.

2.2
THE CONQUEST OF THE BIGHT OF BIAFRA (OIL RIVER OR NIGER DELTA)

Just as the British officials were making frantic efforts to subdue the people of the 

Yoruba land, other British Colonialists in the oil River Protectorate were also penetrating the  people. They equally engaged in leveling accusations on “Stubborn” kings who fell apart with  them. In the Bonny part of Nigeria the episode of Lagos in 1951 was replicated by BeeCroft.  Just like king Kosoko of Lagos, king Pepple of Bonny so much valued his autonomy and  sovereignty and did not want British interference of any sort. He was ready to resist any  encroachment by any group or authority. He accused the British of violating the terms of Anti  slave treaty of 1839 and 1841 in which the British authority promised to pay compensations Consequently, he organized anti-British activities that stopped trade with the merchants. This  actually undermined the British commercial interests. He also attacked the Amakiri of Kalabari  in 1853 and this brought trading in the oil River to a standstill. This prompted the British  supercargoes at Bonny to invite John BeeCroft to come to their assistance. As a result of this,  BeeCroft presided over a meeting of Court of Equity. In 1854, king Pepple was deported to  Fenando Po. Although he was allowed to return in 1861, he remained a puppet until his death  in 1866. Onwubiko (1973) remarked that, the deportation of king Pepple marked the declining  state of the monarch in Bonny. This is because his successor Prince Dappo Pepple was a British  creation and as such he was a poppet just like king Dosumu. He was made to sign many treaties. In one of the treaties, the king could no longer engage in trading but rely on custom dues and other public revenues. The absence of king Pepple brought the rise of “New Men” 

mainly ex-slaves led by Alali. These New Men challenged the authorities of the king as they  aligned with the white merchants. In Calabar, similar incident took place which brought about the invitation of British  consul John BeeCroft to intervene. There arose in Efik a great presence of missionaries and  liberated slaves. Some of the liberated slaves formed an association of “Blood Men” with the  purpose of fighting for the course of the ex-slaves, especially against the activities of the Ekpe  society. In 1851, when some ex-slaves were arrested in Duke Town by the Ekpe society, the Association of Blood Men revolted threatening to burn the town. This generated a lot of  tension and chaos in the area. British merchants were afraid that, this might cause the  stoppage of trade. They therefore invited the British consul BeeCroft who eventually presided  over the meeting that settled the matter. The outcome of the meeting was the reduction on  the strength of the Ekpe society as some changes were made. In 1852, when king Archibong I  died, BeeCroft presided over the election of the new king and so he had a tremendous  influence on the selection of the new king. The implication is that the new king was afraid of  the activities of the British agents and had no option than to act as a puppet. As from the conclusions of scramble and partition of Africa agreement by the European  powers in 1884 – 1885, in Berlin Conference in what is known as the scramble and partition of  Africa, the British government made serious efforts at encroaching and acquiring Nigeria  interiors especially the areas of economic potentials. Bonny and indeed Opobo was one of 

their areas of interest. Their encounter with Jaja of Opobo was one of their most difficult encounters. Before the coming of the British in Opobo, Jaja had grown to be regarded as one  the richest African business man in the oil Rivers. According to Onwubiko, (1983 : 236)  “through sheer force of his own personality and rare business acumen, he became the  wealthiest African trader in the oil rivers. In a treaty dated 4th January 1873, Jaja was  recognized by the British as king of Opobo”. He was so much determined to protect his  kingdom and sovereignty to the extent that he refused to sign treaty of protection. He  demanded to know the full meaning of the word protection. He argued that protection may  mean, losing his sovereignty . Onwubiko quoting J.C. Anene said that “ Jaja alone, out of all the  coastal chiefs asked for a full explanation of what was meant by protection”. Jaja also rejected 

any section of the article referring to free trade. In a treaty with the British in 1884, he insisted  that anything that has to do with free trade should be removed. In fact, he wanted to maintain  the kind of monopoly that was enjoyed by the Royal Niger Company in Northern part of Nigeria. Owing to Jaja’s difficulty in the wheel of the British colonization ambition, the then  British Acting Consul Harry Johnston leveled serious accusations on Jaja. Harry Johnston  employed character assassination, perfidy and treachery. Jaja was accused of making moves to  sale his country to the French and of terrorizing the natives of the hinterland. Johnston’s several attempt to outsmart Jaja failed until he pleaded with Jaja to come for a peace deal. He  invited him to come aboard the HMS Goshawk for discussions. Johnston wrote to Jaja that,  “you will be free to come and go”. Thinking that, it was an honest English man statement Jaja  boarded the warship. Onwubiko noted that, in 1887, Johnston treasuriously lured Jaja into a warship and deported him to the West Indies in spite of the fact that he had promised not to  detain him against his wish”. While in West Indies, Jaja continued to appeal to the British government to return him to Opobo. In 1891, when he eventually was allowed to return, he  died on the voyage and his body was returned to Opobo and buried. His death in the voyage  perhaps may not be unconnected with the British determination to remove him from the  scene. With his death, the British government made further head way into the conquest of  “stubborn” leaders of Nigerian descendants.  Asiwaju (1980:432) noted that, “In 1894, for reasons similar to the forceful removal of  king Kosoko of Lagos in 1851, British political ambition in the Niger Delta led to the deportation  of Nana, the Itsekiri, Headship of Ebrohimi and the resultant imposition of British rule over  Itsekiri land”. He quoted Salubi as saying that,  it was the removal of Nana of Itsekiri and Oba Ovonramwew of Benin in 1894 and 1897  respectively that accelerated the pace of the extension of treaty of British autonomy  over the Urhobo country which began in 1889 when the British concluded the treaty of  protection with Abraka  It should be noted that owing to British interest to consolidate their authority on Benin  kingdom, a prominent king of Benin, Oba Ovonramwew was deported and taken to exile in  what is known as the British Expedition.

2.3
THE CREATION OF THE PROTECTORATE OF NORTHERN NIGERIA IN 1900

It should be noted that before 1900, all the Northern part of Nigeria was administered 

on behalf of the British Government by the Royal Niger Company (RNC). A Chartered Company  headed by George Tobman Goldie. In 1887, the British Government laid claim over all the areas  controlled by the Royal Niger Company but entrusted it on the control of the Company. In 1900 they took over direct control of the area so as to drive away some other European interests in  the area. According to Saad Abubakar (1980: 449) the realization that the Royal Niger Company had failed to keep away other European  rivals from the Niger-Benue territory led to the revocation of its charter by the British  Government in 1900. Then a Protectorate was declared over the territory claimed by  the company and Captain Lugard was appointed its High Commissioner With the successful direct takeover and creation of Northern Protectorate of Nigeria by the  British government, they decided to bring the two Protectorates into one umbrella. On 1st of  January 1914, the Colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria and the Protectorate of  Northern Nigeria were merged together and named Nigeria, a name coined by Flora Shaw in  1900, a former Colonial Correspondent of The Times Newspaper who later was married to Lord 

Lugard. After the Amalgamation in 1st January 1914, Sir Fredrick Lugard was appointed the first  Governor General.

2.4
EVENTS LEADING TO THE AMALGAMATION OF NIGERIA IN 1914

As have noted in this chapter, the systematic conquest of Nigeria gradually started in 

1851 bombardment of Lagos by the British. It was not easy for the British because even though  they had more sophisticated weapons and tactics, they nevertheless received resistance from  the African leaders. The British tactics of breaking the people’s power in bits worked for them.  They adopted the system of treaties of friendship and protection. What they did was to enter  into agreement with some people and backed it up with military supremacy, bring them into a  protectorate or colony and use them against others. In 1861, the British finally dealt with king Dosumu, having sent king Kososko into exile.  Hence Lagos was declared a British colony in what is known today as the annexation of Lagos.  According to Ade Ajayi “ it marked the first major step taken by the British government in the  19th century to acquire economic and political domination over the people of Nigeria”.  Following the treaties signed by the Royal Niger Company and their successful incursions into 

the Niger Delta and beyond, the British Government, was able to present a document that  confirmed the principle of effective occupation of Nigeria at the Berlin conference of 1884 – 1885. It should be noted that, as at 1884, Sir Tobman Goldie had signed about 37 treaties with  Nigerian Chiefs and kings. It was those treaties which enabled British delegations to the Berlin  West African conference of 1885 (of which Goldie was a member) to claim for Britain  sovereignty over the Niger territories. With this opportunity, the British Government  successfully declared a Protectorate over the Oil Rivers in 1885. This declaration facilitated  British interest in the Oil Rivers. By 1891, a Commissioner and a Consul General was appointed 

for Oil River Protectorate and a head quarter was established at Old Calabar. In 1893, the Oil  River Protectorate was extended to Lokoja and Benue and the name changed to Niger Coast  Protectorate. As at 1897, following to the deportation of Oba Ovonranwew of Benin and the  complete occupations of Benin, the British added Benin to the Niger Coast Protectorate.  Back to the Yorubaland, in 1888, the British Government, operating from Lagos, was  able to sign a treaty with the Alafin of Oyo. This treaty placed all the Yoruba people under the  British protectorate. As a result, the British declared colony and protectorate of Lagos. In January 1st 1900, the British made another progress in their bid to acquire all Nigeria  land. They renamed Niger Coast Protectorate to the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria and the  position of a Consul General was changed to the title of a High Commissioner. On 1st of May 

1906, the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria was merged with the Colony and Protectorate of  Lagos. They became the Colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria and Lagos was made the  Headquarters under a High Commissioner.

2.5
BRITISH ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES IN NIGERIA

It should be noted that the first and most superior British Colonial Administration  headed by the Colonial Secretary was based in the Colonial Office in London, where major  colonial policies for the entire British Empire were formulated and executed, with the  assistance of British Cabinet. But since 1914, when the British Government amalgamated the  Southern and Northern protectorates of Nigeria under the leadership of Lord Lugard, the  British Colonial Administration largely focused on the exploration and exploitation of the  hinterland. Hence Lord Lugard made some administrative innovations for effective  administration of the rural people. According to Bade Onimode (1983:39), Lugard fashioned  the apparatus of Indirect Rule. Under Lugard who was then the Governor General, were the  Resident Commissioners who administered the Provinces and the Division Officers popularly  known as the D.Os were in charge of Divisional affairs. There were also numerous colonial  officers who manned different Departments. There also existed the subordinate and  supportive tier of British Officers known as the Warrant Chiefs. This group essentially consisted of Traditional Chiefs called the Warrant Chiefs. These hierarchies of Chiefs under the Residents  and D.Os enabled the British Colonialists to dominate the people up to the level of Wards or  Villages/Hamlets. The functions of these Warrant Chiefs included but not limited to imposition  and collection of monetary taxes and dues both in cash and kind, extraction of court fines and  levies, mapping out and allocation of land to the Colonial Government for building projects like,  Police Post, Prisons and Courts as well as leasing of land to the trading companies, encouraging  the peasants to raise crops that will serve as raw materials for Colonial Government. In the  words of Bade Onimode (1983:40),  the oppressive colonial functions of these feudal agents of imperialism included  the collection and imposition of monetary taxes and dues in kind of extraction of court  fines and levies, alienation of land to the colonial administration and imperial trading  firms and recruitment of forced and contract labour Such agricultural products included cocoa, palm produce, rubber, ground nut and  cotton. They also helped to source for workers for mining corporations. Above all, they were  used for maintenance of law and order which was highly valued by the Colonialists and their trading agents as well as the Missionaries for smooth operations and exploitation of the  people’s material and human resources. In fact, under Indirect Rule, the Warrants Chiefs  served as the obedient representatives of the Colonial Authority. In the words of Ajayi and  Crowther (1974:517) They had the specific duty of collecting taxes and conscription of forced labour, part of which was given to the colonial administration and part of which was  retained by them for administration of their chieftaincy.

2.6
CREATION OF NATIVE COURTS AND DIVISIONS

One of the administrative policies of the British Colonial Government was the creation  of Native Courts, Provinces and Divisions. This was to reduce the size of administrative  jurisdictions under a colonial supervisor. This policy started even before the amalgamation in  1914. Take for instance Onitsha area, which is in the South Eastern part of Nigeria. After the British successful occupation of Otuocha land around 1891,(Ezeogidi Cynado  2013:93)comprising Aguleri and Umuleri and other towns, the people were placed under the  Onitsha Division, which is under Onitsha province with headquarter, in Onitsha. The division  was headed by a Division Officer, while the Province was headed by the Resident Officer. The  intelligence Report by Stone (A.D.O.) reported in 1932 that “all the villages (which included  Aguleri and Umuleri attend Onitsha Native Court” . This report treated Aguleri and Umuleri as 

“Umuigwedu”. It further reported that “in 1904, a Native court was established at Aguleri  which was attended by Igbariam, Umuleri, Nando, Umulokpa, Omenim and all the Anam and  Nza villages”.(NAE CSE 1/85/4880) Later in the early 1930s, there were requests by Divisional Officers in Onitsha Province  for the creation of more Native Courts to bring justice closer to the people. This brought about  the creation of many native courts in Onitsha Province. According to (NAE Ondist 12/1/164), 

the intelligence report on Umuleri and Edomai groups courts Onitsha Division 1932 – 1939,  reported that: in a letter dated 27/09/1933, the Division officer Onitsha Division wrote the  resident officer Onitsha province requesting for approval that from 1st October,  1933, Umuleri Native Court be established. The new Native Court was to be grade “D” Court. In an approval letter signed by the  Resident Officer, Onitsha province, H.F.M. White on 18th day of October 1933,on the creation of the New Native Court of Umuleri group, the Lieutenant Governor, Southern Province, W. 

Buchanam Smith appended his signature on 18th December 1933 declaring that: under and by virtue of the powers vested in me by section 22 of the Native  courts Ordinance and with the approval of the Governor, I hereby order that the  native court of Umuleri group in the Onitsha province established by warrant  dated 14th day of October, 1933 shall be a court of appeal to hear appeals in  cases from the villages courts of Aguleri, Nteje and Igbariam of the Umuleri  group  With this development, village courts in the area went to Onitsha to appeal their cases. It is  pertinent to note that, with the creation of Native Courts, Divisions and Provinces, the British  Colonialists had succeeded in pulling down the traditional political system and enthroned Colonial Authority over the people.

2.7
BRITISH ECONOMIC POLICIES

Bade Onimade (1983:40) noted that for Lord Lugard to effectively enjoy British control  of the peoples economy, “he moved swiftly to extend the system of Indirect Rule that he  practiced in the Northern to Southern Nigeria and imposed Warrant Chiefs on the people of Southern Nigeria where no feudal chiefs existed.” With this new system of governance, the  British Colonial Masters effectively introduced some economic policies such as taxation, forced  labour and introduction of new cash crops. The European merchants on the other hand  embarked on commercialization and privatization of land through treaties and leases. These  formed the basis of British economic policies and shall be discussed below.

Taxation and Forced Labour

Taxation and forced labour were the greatest instrument of suppression and 

domination used by the British to bring Nigerians under control. These were also great  instruments of exploitation. People who experienced these measures still recount their bitter  experiences. According to an informant quoted in (Ezeogidi Cynado 2013:98) I worked in one of the colonial camps in Onitsha, I was conscripted by the  warrant chief without my consent and while in the camp, we worked like slaves  fetching water, working in the garden and washing clothings. Another Informant recounted what his father told him about forced labour, “my father said  that they worked like slaves in the forced labour camp at Onitsha but slaves were better  because slaves were brought and fed but in their own case, they were left to take care of  themselves.” Forced labour was introduced in Igboland earlier than the introduction of money  taxation which came later as a poll tax in about 1928. It actually involved the use of forced  labourer to work for the Colonial Masters and sometimes as Police and Army. The condition  of Forced Labourer was very deplorable because they worked without pay and the Labourer  were badly treated. 
As noted, taxation which was introduced as a poll tax was paid by all able bodied men in  any community. The taxes were collected by the warrant chiefs and their agents and these  taxes were paid in cash and kind. This was not easy for the people as they have to pay with the new currency of Pounds, Shillings and Pence. This is the currency that was in circulation in  Britain. The same currency was introduced in Nigeria. This currency was difficult to get yet  Nigerians were forced to pay taxes with it. This system of taxation which must be paid with  new currency forced the people to abandon farming and migrated to towns in search of paid  government work. This marked the beginning of migration of the people from hinterland to a  more developed locations where the whites lived and traded, it also marked the beginning of  development of urban towns to the detriment of rural areas Those who could not obtain European currency to pay taxes and tried to run away to  avoid taxation were harshly penalized when caught and as a resort many went into robbery  activities which equally attracted harsh penalties. Many at this time embarked on the  production of the newly introduced and encouraged cash crops. These crops included palm oil,  cocoa and cotton which the British encouraged and stimulated in Southern Nigeria. The  production of these goods no doubt had great effect to food crops, because emphasis was  shifted to cash crops to earn European currency in total neglect of food crops hence hunger  and starvation were suffered by the people. Indeed the prices of such cash crops were subject  to fluctuation which now gave the European merchant the upper hand to effectively exploit the  people. It also made the people to receive less cash income which also made the ability to pay  taxes very difficult. This no doubt affected the Colonial Government revenue because, in 1932 

-1933 there was a reduction in flat rate taxation from 6 shillings to 4 shillings.(NAE Onprof8/1/2122) In Onitsha Native administration estimates 1933-1934, the explanatory note in item  one regretted that “In reluctantly approving the flat rate at only 4 shillings, his Honour  expressed the hope that every endeavour would be made to restore the rate in 1933-34 to 6  shillings as I have budgeted at the same rate as today.” The Archival record further noted that:  As you are aware, the very great decline in the prices of produce was mainly  responsible for the reduction to 4 shillings. The slump in produce affected other  market: Money was tight while the cost of more important articles of  merchandise demanded by the natives showed very little corresponding fall The effect of this situation was that some companies began to retrench their workers  while others completely folded and relocated. This actually affected unemployment level and increased hunger and starvation. In conclusion the British conquest took a long time of intrigues and physical force where  any king proved tough as witnessed in Lagos, Itsekiri Opobo and Benin. This was a clear 

indication that their mission to Nigeria was to force the people to accept the British hegemony  so that the Nigerians would serve as the source of raw material for the growing industries and  also as a good market for their finished products. This accounted for the choice of their kind of economic policy which was characterized by exploration and exploitation. 

2.8
ORGANIZATION OF THE BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

On January 1, 1900, Britain hoisted the Union Jack at Lokoja. From that date Nigeria was administered either directly or indirectly by the British Government in three separate units: first, the colony and protectorate of Lagos which consisted of areas of authority of the present Western States and Lagos State government. Second, the protectorate of Southern Nigeria which comprised roughly the areas of authority of the present three Eastern States and of the Midwestern State. Third, the protectorate of Northern Nigeria which was more or less the same as the present six Northern States. Lagos served as the headquarters. In 1906 the Colony and Protectorate of Lagos and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria were merged into one administrative unit known as the Colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria. The North was administered as a separate political unit. Each section was divided into provinces for administrative convenience. Provinces in the North were Sokoto, Kano, Katsina, Bornu, Bauchi, Zaria, Yolo, Muri, Nupe, Kontagora, llorin, Nasarawa, and Munshi. Southern provinces comprised: Abeokuta, Benin, Ondo, Oyo, and Warri for the West and Calabar, Owerri, Onitsha and Ogoja for the East. Each of these provinces was under the control of a British Resident. Responsible to him were other administrative officers who in turn controlled the subdivisions of the provinces, the districts. In each of the districts, traditional rulers and head chiefs remained in charge of their area of authorities but were responsible to the district officers who in turn were responsible to the chief executive of Logos Colony, the governor, through the Resident. In 1913, Lord Frederick Lugord set up the Nigeria Council comprising thirty-one members: the governor, the members of the Executive Council, the Senior Resident and a number of unofficial members, both Europeans and Africans. Chief Dore Numa of Gwato lO was one of the two African members. The Council was formed to give on opportunity for the expression of public opinion and to discuss governor's speech. 11 It had no power over legislation, which rested completely with the governor. This Council was abolished in 1922 because the memhers did not take seriously their positions, on what they regarded as little more than a debating society. However, in its lifetime it did help to establish a closer relationship between the peoPle through their chiefs and the government. In 1914, a small legislative council for the colony was created. Of the four unofficial members nom.inated, two were Africans. Chief Numa was a member since he was the government's most trustworthy political agent in his area of authority. The council hod the power to legislate for the colony only. Like the Nigerian Council, the small legislative council was abolished in 1922. The council did give some experience and influence to the Africans in legislation.On the local level, Luga rd organized, retain~d, and strengthened the Organization of Native Authority in the Sokoto and Bornu States. Emirs remained in charge and powers to administer certain functions, like settling of cases, were given to them. Policies formulated by the British officers were administered by the emirs. In effect, Lugard refrained from any action that would interfere with the exercise of the Mohammedan religion, custom, or tradition, because he believed that an effort to weaken these important cultural attributes would also weaken the power of the emirs to control. A Native Authority system was not established in all parts of the North, since Lugard held that good government was not equivalent to self-government. He wanted the Northern section of non-Moslems living in Plateau, Benue and Adamawa provinces 12 to have a separate administration. Hugh Cl if ford, Lugard's successor, ignored this plan and extended the administration to include the nonMoslem areas. Lugard's plan aimed at a more liberal opportunity for non-Moslems to advance socially within a short period of time, as they would not be subjected to Moslem laws and customs. The Native Authority system was subsequently established in the West and in the East. It worked better in the West because the Yorubas had already been acquainted with organized system of government. In the East Lugard met with some difficulties. First, the chiefs did not possess strong political power like the Obas in the West or the Emirs in the North. Second, the easterners were used to a semi-democratic system of government. In Lagos, where there was a large European Population, administration was direct. The traditional rulers had no political functions to perform.

2.9
AMALGAMATION -- 1914

By 1912, the administrations in the Northern and Southern protectorates had been well established. But there was a growing need for a better and more effective organized form of administration for the whole country. One of those who spoke in favor of bringing the North and the South together was E. 0. Morel. He did not want the North and the South to continue as two separate territories because, by remaining separate, the development of the whole country would be retarded. For example: custom duties levied on trade with the North accrued to the South which owned the seaboard. The North, thus impoverished, had to rely on the British treasury for financial support. Unification of the North and the South would bring a better financial management to the country in the immediate and remote future. Morel pointed out that the coming together of the two areas would result in a better and more effective administration and a more sensible division of the entire country into provinces. He advocated that the united country be divided into four provinces to comprise Sokoto, Kano, Bornu and Zaria; central provinces to consist of the non-Moslem section of Zaria, Bauchi, Niger, Yolo and Muri provinces; western provinces to include Oyo, Abeokuta, Ondo,Benin, Kabba, llorin, Warri and ljebu provinces; eastern provinces to be made up of Calabar, Owerri, Onitsha, Ogoja and ljaw. This plan called for a lieutenant governor to be in charge of each province and for Lagos to be administered by a Resident. The chief executive would be the Governor-General. Sir Frederick Lugard was therefore invited to return to Nigeria in order to carry out the amalgamation. He mode his own recommendations to the British government in 1913. In 1914 Southern and Northern Nigeria were amalgamated as one country and Frederick lugard became the First Governor-General. (Ade,1965) The significant consequence of the amalgamation was the deliberate extension of the emirate philosophy of the Native Administrotion to the South. In the first place, the Northern Courts Ordinance which was created in 1914 was thus used in the whole of the newly-united country. In the second place, the Northern Ordinance of 1916 extended Native Administration to the South. The Northern Native Revenue Ordinance too, was applied in the West in 1916, and introduced in the East in 1928. For the purpose of administration, the division of the country into North and South was retained in order to ease the complication of the duties of lieutenant governors. This new arrangement meant that most of the functions which previously were not given to the Governor-General were transferred to the Governor-General both in the North and in the South. Under this arrangement 1the Governor-General controlled the whole government with executive council advising him. One lieutenant governor was kept in charge of the North and the South. The lieutenant governor who assisted the Governor-General was in tum assisted by the Residents. The Residents were assisted by the district officers who in turn were helped by the native district heads in performing all the dignified Native Ceremonies. In this way, the emirs and the native district heads were given true training for self government and new responsibility( Crowder,1968).
CHAPTER THREE

NATIONALIST MOVEMENT IN NIGERIA

3.1
NATIONALIST MOVEMENT IN NIGERIA BEFORE 1914

What became known as nationalist movement in Nigeria or Nigerian nationalism after the amalgamation of 1914 had its roots prior to the amalgamation. Olusanya (1980:545) concurs to this when he wrote that, The emergence of Nigerian nationalism predated the establishment of effective British rule over the whole country now known as Nigeria. This is because, the various areas which now constitute modern Nigeria were acquired at different times and certain forces and conditions favoring the emergence of the nationalist idea were already at work before 1914 when Nigeria became an administrative unit. The resistance mounted against the British by the indigenes and traditional rulers of the territories that were later merged together to become Nigeria constitute the early phase of nationalist movement in Nigeria. On knowing that the British rule would deprive them of their powers, these people resisted the penetration of the British. This resistance took many forms. There was non-cooperation with the British in trade, and wars fought against the British. Examples of such wars include the Aro-Anglo war of 1901-1902 which took place following the resistance the Aro and their allies mounted against the increasing penetration of the British that challenged their powers which had extended across Eastern Nigeria and beyond; the Benin expedition of 1897 which occurred following the refusal of King Ovonranmen to sign a British treaty which tended to make Benin a British Colony, and his subsequent placement of trade embargo on the Benin River which affected the trading activities of the British traders; the Ijebu war of 1892 which broke out following the refusal of the Awujah- Chief of Ijebu Ode (the capital of Ijebu Kingdom)- to lift the blockade of the trade route from the interior into Lagos (a crown colony by this period); and the Aniocha war fought as part of Ekumeku movement of 1883-1914 which was directed towards the rising power of the Royal Niger Company of the British Empire. There were equally some roles played by King Jaja of Opobo in opposing the desire of the British traders to have a direct access into his hinterland knowing fully that the basis for his power rested on his control over the hinterland palm oil markets. This brought about a quarrel between Jaja and the British leading to his banning of all trade with the British. Resistance struggle during this period was equally gathered from the activities of individuals (repatriates) who stood against the very western culture that had nourished them having been denied respectable place within their ancestors’ culture. This made them to ravenously turn towards their ancestors’ culture for pride restitution, as well as for the strength to face the new situation. These individuals were products of mission schools. By educating them and subsequently denying them equality with the visitors (Europeans), the Christian missions helped to contribute their own quota to the emergence of nationalist movement in Nigeria. This group of Nigerians were led by men such as Edward Wilmot Blyden (1832-1912)- a foremost Pan-Africanist and an advocate of West African culture; Bishop James Johnson (1871-1938)- an author and diplomat whose writings and activities demonstrated his deep concern of black life and subsequently became the first black man to assume the position of the field secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP); Mojola Agbebi (1860-1917)- a Nigerian Yoruba Baptist Minister; John Payne Jackson- the editor of Lagos Weekly Record (a newspaper founded in 1890) who was equally an immigrant from Liberia; William Bright Davies; and Tejumade Osholake Johnson. These people did not only strongly oppose the attempts of European Christian Missions to deprive Africans of their rights, but also they were never weary of advocating a consciousness of those aspects of European or Western culture which to them seemed to be of no value to Africans. Additionally, they were equally advocates and founders of the indigenous African churches, which were the first manifestations of cultural nationalism. An example of these churches was the United Native African Church founded in 1891. This church emerged when a group seceded from the Anglican Church as a result of the domination of the whites (the Europeans).Furthermore, some of these advocates pragmatically rebuffed western culture by giving up their western names and dresses. For instance, David Brown Vincent (1860-1917) who was named at Baptism following his Saro father’s Christian religious identity as Catechist of the Anglican Church in Nigeria, did not only change his name to Mojola Agbebi in the late 1880s, he also gave up the wearing of English dresses even when in Europe. In a similar vein, Reverend Jacob Henryson Samuel (1860-c.1925) of the Methodist Church, who was named at birth, also assumed the ancestral name of Adegboyega Edun in 1904 following his appointment as the first Secretary of the Egba United Government (E.U.G) in 1902. There were no effective organizations by this period to channel the various grievances of these people. The People’s Union formed by Dr. Obasa and Dr. Randle in 1908 to agitate against the water rate, and the Lagos Ancillary of the Aborigines Rights Protection Society (LAARPS) formed in 1910 which on coming into existence took up the agitation over land question were ineffective in championing the cause of the people. In fact, effective organizations did not emerge until after 1914 when it became apparent that there would not be an effective opposition if an opposition movement was not properly managed and organized. It equally dawned on these people that it is with this feature that nationalist movement will be able to challenge colonial administration more effectively.

3.2
FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GROWTH OF NATIONALIST MOVEMENT IN NIGERIA AFTER THE AMALGAMATION OF 1914

The amalgamation of the northern and southern protectorates in 1914 saw the emergence of Nigeria- a political entity which Obiakor (2009:79) had referred to as “an artificial creation…”. This development changed the face of nationalist struggle as the educated elites and the traditional rulers started sharing a common historical consciousness. They began to share a vision of one Nigeria of their dream. Nationalist struggle during this period started cutting across ethnic, linguistics, and cultural boundaries. It started by acquiring the feature for justice, equality, and participation in government, and subsequently, it was directed towards actualizing independence for the country. Different factors were responsible for the growth of nationalist struggles during this period. They can be grouped as internal and external factors. Some of the internal factors therefore include the early resistance struggles, the activities of the press, the colonial policies and elite discontent, and the economic depression during this period. The early resistance struggles consist of the various oppositions put up by the indigenous peoples against the British penetration. There were equally various thoughts on nationalism expressed during this period. An example of these thoughts was captured from the expression of Edward Wilmot Blyden where “he emphasized that Africans should pay attention to the original contributions of the continent and should not emulate other races” (Falola, Uhuomoibhi, Mahadi, and Anyanwu, 1991:56). Other acts of resistance experienced during this period were the secessionist movements within the church when Africans were urged (by Pan-Africanists like Edward Wilmot Blyden) to establish their own churches. These early activities inspired the nationalists. The activities of the press during this period assisted in stimulating national consciousness. These activities brought about increase in the number of newspapers. The press during this period was guarding the rights and liberties of the people, and at the same time tried to interpret the people’s ideals and aspirations. It was interested on policies and national issues. John Payne was a great influence during this period. Through his paper- The Lagos Weekly Record- known for its anti-imperialist stands, he advised Africans to unite and fight their common heritage. He did not only champion the cause of Africa, but also popularized and encouraged the activities of protest movements. Other newspapers whose activities contributed to the awakening of political consciousness in Nigeria by this period include The Nigerian Times, and The Nigerian Chronicles. Colonial policies equally contributed in stimulating national consciousness as traditional rulers and educated elites were dissatisfied with these policies. There was racial discrimination in the colonial system, as Africans were not considered eligible for top civil service positions. They were equally “excluded from the well-kept quarters of towns known as European Reservations” (Omolewa, 1986:184), as well as“…treated as second-rate citizens in their own land” (Omolewa, 1986:184). In most cases, most qualified Africans were denied good jobs, and even if they were appointed, they did not have equal status and salary with their European colleagues. These colonial activities contributed in spurring nationalist feelings among the educated elites. Economic depression experienced during this period equally encouraged the growth of nationalist struggle. The depression brought about retrenchment, unemployment, and economic hardship. There was a drastic fall of wages. Consequently, the nationalists for poor financial management criticized the government. They therefore began to make demands for reforms. Other internal factors which induced nationalist struggle during this period include: the imposition of capitation taxes; land expropriation for government purposes which became a source of grievance for a people passionately attached to their lands especially when such lands were used for purposes not originally stated by the administration, and when inadequate compensation was paid to their owners; intensification of economic exploitation which was detrimental to the economy of the country; and high prices which were charged for imported goods and low prices paid for primary products. On the other hand, the activities of Nigerian students abroad were one of the external factors that contributed to the growth of nationalist struggle in Nigeria. These students contributed their own quota to nationalism during this period having organized themselves into organizations. One of these organizations was the West African Students Union (W.A.S.U) founded in 1925 by Ladipo Solanke- an indigene of Abeokuta, Ogun State. The organization served as a pivotal point for young Nigerians who were politically aggressive to agitate for the freedom of their countries from foreign domination. Fostering a spirit of unity, cooperation, national consciousness and racial pride among members; acting as information and research centre on African history and culture; presenting to the world a true picture of African life and philosophy; and promoting good will and understanding between Africans and other races, constitute the objectives of the organization. Additionally, the organization called for many reforms in West Africa. Through its various activities, however, the West African Students Union provided these students, who subsequently emerged as political leaders in their countries, with political experience.Another external factor was the Garvey movement. This movement was carried out by the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), founded by Marcus Garvey, a Jamaican, in 1914. Commenting on its impact on Nigeria, Falola, et al (1991:62) wrote; The Garvey movement had notable impact on nationalist activity in Nigeria. His message on racial solidarity and cultural nationalism spread to Nigeria. In Lagos, a branch of the movement was formed in 1920 under the leadership of Patriarch J G Campbell (the head of African Church), the Rev. S M Abiodun and the Rev. W B Euba… Garvey wanted political independence for Africa. He believed that the Negro could only experience salvation via a free and independent Africa. He founded a newspaper- Negro World- which was widely circulated. His views were equally aired through this newspaper. His ideal, which was expressed via his newspaper, influenced nationalists like Enerst Ikoli, and Nnamdi Azikiwe. Writing on the influence of Garvey’s ideal on Azikiwe, Olusanya (1980:554) posited that “the motto of Garveyism- One God, One Aim, One Destiny, appealed to him and he therefore resolved to formulate his philosophy of life, as far as practicable, towards the evangelization of universal fatherhood, universal brotherhood, and universal happiness”. He further maintained that Azikiwe’s ambitions for Africa were encouraged by the epigram of Marcus Garvey (Olusanya, 1969). The influence of World War II also constitutes another external factor that contributed to the growth of nationalism in Nigeria during this period. Nationalist feelings and activities were strengthened by the influence of the soldiers who had fought in the war. Most of them returned with new skills but there were no means for practicing them. This embittered the returned soldiers. Additionally, these soldiers had witnessed that the whites were not superior to the Africans following the defeats of the British by the Japanese in the Far East. Furthermore, in India, these soldiers came in contact with Indian strong nationalistic feeling. They saw people who were not better of about to be granted their independence. There was equally Ceylon’s (Sri Lankan) nationalist progress to inspire them. These factors prepared the minds of the returning soldiers for a movement of reform (Eluwa, Ukagwu, Nwachukwu, and Nwaubani, 1988). In addition to the above was the war propaganda of the allied forces which claimed to champion freedom and equality of all people while the axis powers practiced racial discrimination and oppression. Also, to encourage African support for the allied interest, the allied powers promised the subject peoples the right to choose the form of government under which they would want to live. This was incorporated in the Atlantic Charter of 14 August, 1941, signed by Sir Winston Churchill- former Prime Minister of Britain, and Franklin D. Roosevelt- former President of the United States of America. These stimulated the nationalists to fight energetically for the freedom of their people from colonial yoke.

3.3
NATIONALIST MOVEMENT IN NIGERIA, 1914-1960: IMPACT ON THE ACTUALIZATION OF NIGERIAN INDEPENDENCE

Nationalist movement in Nigeria, after the 1914 amalgamation, brought about the emergence of political organizations whose various activities contributed tremendously to the actualization of Nigerian independence. The emergence of these political organizations validates the views of Hodgkin (1961), which holds that African political parties arose from colonial situation- the subservient group trying to modify its relationship with the dominant group. They continuously served as vehicles that aired the grievances, expressions, and the aspirations of Nigerians. They contributed in creating political consciousness among Nigerians. Some of them had newspapers, which served them. These newspapers played significant roles in sensitizing the general public on the situation of the country. They also made public the views of the members of their organizations. An example of these organizations was a branch of the National Congress for British West Africa (NCBWA) created in Nigeria following the formation of the organization in 1920. The organization contributed to nationalists’ movement by sending a petition to the secretary of State for colonies making the following demands: the establishment of a legislative council in each of the British West African Territories with half of its members being elected Africans; African veto over taxation; that appointment and deposition of chiefs be left in the hands of the people; separation of the judiciary from the legislative branch of the government; abolition of racial discrimination in civil service; development of municipal government; repeal of certain obnoxious ordinances; regulation of the immigration of Syrians and other non Africans; and the establishment of a University in West Africa (Crowder, 1966). The result of this petition was the incorporation of the elective principle in the new constitution that was developed for Nigerians in 1922. This gave Nigerians the opportunity to be elected into the legislative council. Another political organization that emerged during this period was the Nigerian National Democratic Party whose formation on 24 June 1923 by Herbert Macaulay- a noble Nigerian elite who as a result of his nationalist activities, was addressed in 1932 by the Royal House of Buguma as “the Moses of our age” (Letter from the Royal House of Buguma, 1932)- was induced by the introduction of the elective principle. The organization had been formed to contest in the elections of that year. It was served by its newspaper known as Lagos Daily News. The organization championed national cause by criticizing the colonial government over income tax of 1927, the appointment and deposition of chief’s ordinances, the reform of provincial courts, and the extension of indirect rule system to Lagos. In addition, the organization demanded from the colonialists for the development of Nigeria’s resources and equal economic opportunities for Nigerians. It also demanded for compulsory education and the development of higher education institutions in Nigeria. This contributed to the establishment of Yaba High College in 1932 thereby marking the emergence of higher education institutions in Nigeria. The Nigerian Youth Movement- an organization described by Coleman (1986:218) as “the nucleus of Nigeria’s first genuine nationalist organization”, is another political organization that equally emerged during this period. Turned into a national organization in 1938, the Nigerian Youth Movement was formerly the Lagos Youth Movement which was an organization formed in 1934 to organize opposition against the Yaba High College. Its aim was to develop a united nation out of the diverse elements, which were found in the country. Served by its own newspaper- Lagos Daily Service, the Nigerian Youths Movement contributed to the nationalists struggles by advocating for “…free education, the separation of the judiciary from the executive, universal adult suffrage, protection of Nigerians against unequal economic competition, better conditions of service, and …higher executive appointments for Africans in the administrative branch of the civil service…” (Olusanya, 1980:558-559). It condemned all unpopular policies throughout the country; agitated against the ban on the exportation of palm kernels from the western province; and demanded for the representation of all provinces in the legislative council. The organization, as noted by Nwabuaku (2013), also fought against the cocoa pool act of 1938 which was a strategy adopted by the foreign firms with the principal aim of keeping down the prices of Cocoa. It also encouraged the formation of trade unions. In a similar vein, the National Council of Nigeria and Cameroon also emerged. Upon its emergence, the political organization contributed to nationalist movement. Formed on 26 August, 1944, with the aim of achieving internal self-government for Nigeria, the organization was led by Herbert Macaulay, and Nnamdi Azikiwe as the president, and the secretary respectively. Its newspapers- West African Pilot, and The Comets served it. Cameroon was included in the party’s name following the desire of the Cameroonian Association in Lagos to affiliate with the new movement. However, by 1959, the party’s name was changed to National Council of Nigerian Citizens. The contributions of the organization to nationalist movement were mostly felt after World War II. During this period, it called for self-government. Its newspapers particularly, West African Pilot, played a significant role in creating political awareness among Nigerians. It carried out hostile campaigns against colonial administration. This could account for the reason why an English journalist wrote after a visit to Nigeria in 1945 of a revolutionary native press whose activities pose threat to the stability of the British Empire of Nigeria (Winchester, 1945). The NCNC during its period devoted itself to the constitutional proposals presented by Sir Arthur Richards to the legislative council. These proposals were received with hostility by the organization. The reasons behind this hostile reception include non-consultation of Nigerian citizens prior to the setting up of the new constitution, encouragement of the retention of the principle of nomination by the new constitution, non-accordance to Nigerians by the constitution of a greater participation in the whole process of government and administration, and Nigerians’ perception of the constitution as an instrument for fostering the policy of divide and rule. (http://workmall.com/wfb2001...). With these reasons therefore, it was concluded that the proposals had not met the post-war reforms anticipated by Nigerians (Proposals for the revision of the constitution of Nigeria, 1945), which ranges from immediate self-government to ample accommodation of the educated elites in government. Consequently, several organizations and groups began to protest against the constitution. Leading the protest, the organization toured the length and breadth of Nigeria stimulating the people. It equally sent some delegates to London to demand for reforms. This goal however was not achieved- a development which made the organization to enter into a dormant phase. It resurfaced on the Nigerian political environment in 1951 with the emergence of the Northern Peoples Congress, and the Action Group. Apart from political organizations and newspapers, there equally emerged professional unions during this period. Some of them therefore include the Railway Workers Union formed in 1932, the Post and Telegram Workers Union, the Marine Workers Union, the Public Works Department Workers Union, the Fishermen’s Association formed in Lagos in 1937, the Taxi Drivers Union formed in 1938, the Wholesalers Builders Union formed in 1939, the Women Sellers Union formed in 1940, the Nigerian Students Union formed in 1939, the Night Soil Removers Union formed in 1942, and the Canoe Transport Union formed in 1938, etc (Falola, et al, 1991). These unions in one way or the other contributed to the nationalist movement in Nigeria. The Railway Workers Union, for instance, provided the nationalist movement with moral, financial, and physical support. Its workers constituted the bulk of the literate population and it was through them that the illiterate masses got the ideas about freedom. There also emerged during this period, a radical and militant association- the Zikist movement- that equally impacted on the actualization of the Nigeria’s independence. This association constituted a part of the NCNC (NCNC Secretariat, 1948). It consists of young admirers of Nnamdi Azikiwe who “…sought not only to defend him against his critics but also to deify him as a leader and immortalize him for posterity” (Coleman, 1986:297). Its emergence was partly induced by the inactivity of the National Council of Nigeria and Cameroon. Having emerged in February 1946, the Zikist movement demanded for reforms. The movement intended to achieve this through a more positive and radical action against colonial administration. According to Eluwa, et al (1988:241), “it sought to undermine and destroy the administration through strike organizations, boycotts, and sheer violence”. Seditious pamphlets were secretly published and disseminated by the movement among its members. There were riots caused by the movement. A typical example was the riot that broke out in different parts of the country such as Aba, presently in Abia State; Port Harcourt, presently in Rivers State; Onitsha, presently in Anambra State; and Calabar, presently in Cross Rivers State, following the incident in Enugu in November 1949 where the police shot down peaceful and unarmed striking miners. Additionally, the movement encouraged workers to refuse to pay taxes (Agwuna, 1949). It did not only preach and fight against discrimination in the salary and working conditions of white and black workers, but equally fought against discrimination in social intercourse. In fact, the consequences associated with the activities of the Zikists made it possible for Nigeria to escape from apartheid syndrome or racial discrimination. However, following the unpleasant experiences gathered from its radical activities, the colonial government consented to reforms. This development brought about the subsequent constitutional reforms experienced during this period. These reforms equally constitute the impacts of the nationalist movement. The constitutional reforms began with the revision of the Richards constitution. The revision had been enabled by the unpleasant experiences acquired from the radical activities in connection with the constitution. Consequently, proposals were put forward by the new governor- Sir John McPherson- before the legislative council where he had promised the council that in the revision process, the past errors would be averted and that the opinion of the public would be completely sought for. The promise was fulfilled and resulted in the 1951 McPherson Constitution.The constitution was a milestone in the struggle for Nigeria’s independence. It recognized the rights of the people to actively participate in what concerns them. Nigerians participated in drafting the constitution, and this was for the first time since colonial administration was instituted. The constitution also introduced some measures of responsible government. At the centre, there was a new council of ministers (made up of ministers nominated from each of the three regional assemblies who took active part in making policies for the country’s administration) that replaced the old executive council. The constitution equally encouraged the enlargement of franchise. More so, the McPherson Constitution laid emphasis on regionalism. It also brought about the rise of more political organizations to compete for new opportunities offered by the responsible government. Accordingly, two political organizations- the Action Group, and the Northern Peoples Congress whose motto was one North, and one People, regardless of religion, rank, or tribe (Dudley, 1968)- which were regional and not national organizations emerged. With their formation as well as the emphasis of the constitution on regionalism, the forces of ethnic nationalism, and regional division and disunity came into active play in Nigerian politics. This development was evident in the 1951/1952 elections where NCNC won a majority of seats in the East, while NPC and AG made similar achievements in the North and the West respectively. It was also evident in the incidence that laid foundation for the Kano ruckus of 1953. Following the 1951 constitution was the 1954 constitution- a resultant of the 1953 constitutional conference held in London. The conference was held following the decision of the British to provide a new constitution that would make Nigeria a governable political entity irrespective of her diverse nature. This development was induced by the development of ethnicism in the country’s political environment which was associated with the 1951 McPherson Constitution. The new constitution (1954 constitution) saw the establishment of a federal structure of government for the whole country with each of the three main ethnic groups (the Igbo, Hausa/Fulani, and Yoruba) given dominance over their various regions. The constitution provided that internal self-government would be granted to those regions desiring it in 1957. It also provided that members of the legislative council are to be elected directly. In addition, ministers were provided with full ministerial responsibilities, and provisions on revenue allocation and status of Lagos as a federal territory were made by the constitution. The constitution however had its shortcomings. One of the major shortcomings was the regionalization of the Nigerian civil service. Hence, the constitution couldn’t serve as a unifying link for the federation. Another constitutional conference came up in 1957 where the various nationalists, especially those of AG and NCNC achieved self-government of their regions. The north on the other hand requested that self-government be granted to the region in 1959. In addition, an agreement was reached in the conference to have a prime minister who would head a national government, and also preside over a cabinet drawn from members of an enlarged House of Representatives. There was equally an agreement for the senate to be created as another legislative chamber.Also, the conference agreed that there would be in each of the self-governing regions a premier who would preside over the cabinet made entirely of Africans chosen by him. There was an agreement on the formation of a national coalition government when necessary. The prime minister as provided by the constitution would form a government with ministers from all the three main political parties- AG, NCNC, and NPC. This was to foster national unity. The conference equally looked into the problems of the minorities. These people had feared that with the three major parties dominating the politics of the regions, self-government would therefore mean that power would pass from the British to the hands of Nigerians who were able to command a majority in the existing sub-divisions. As these parties were believed to be effectively controlled by the leaders of the dominant cultural groups, self-government therefore would mean permanent Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba, and the Igbo domination of the minority groups in their respective regions. As a result of these fears, the minorities called for the creation of additional political sub-divisions or states for them. In other to solve these problems, a commission was appointed by the conference. This commission was charged with the responsibility of working out possible ways of resolving these problems. It was headed by a British judge- Sir Henry Willink. The commission opposed the creation of states, and recommended for the creation of special watchdog councils and special development boards for the minority areas. Its report was received during the constitutional conference of 1958 where the fundamental human rights were written and embedded into the Nigerian constitution. The fundamental human rights were written to tackle the minorities’ problems. Having been satisfied on the measures adopted in tackling the minorities’ issue, the British Colonialists organized federal elections (which were fought on party lines) into the House of Representatives in December, 1959. In addition, there were the appointments of the members of the newly created legislative chamber, the senate. Furthermore, there also emerged a coalition government comprising of both the NCNC and NPC due to the inability of any party to win absolute majority which could not only have given it control of the house, but also enabled it to form its own government. Consequently, the NPC, due to the fact that it got the highest number of votes, produced the prime minister (thereby emerging as the senior partner of the coalition), while the NCNC produced the president of the senate. The AG was in opposition. In a motion passed by the Federal House of Representatives, in January 1960, an appeal was made to the British crown to grant independence to Nigeria from October 1, 1960. Consequently, an independence act was subsequently passed by the United Kingdom’s parliament, which received Royal Assent. In September 1960, the constitution of Nigeria (otherwise known as the Nigerian Order in Council), which set up the Independent Federation of Nigeria consisting of the three existing regions (eastern, western, and the northern regions), was approved. The constitution also recognized Lagos as the Federal Capital Territory of the Independent Federation of Nigeria. However, on October 1, 1960, Nigeria became a sovereign nation within the Commonwealth. The last British Governor-General of the country, Sir James Robertson, was later succeeded by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe. Consequently, Azikiwe, also known as “Zik of Africa”, became the first and only indigenous Governor General of the federation of Nigeria.

CHAPTER FOUR

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT, NIGERIA INDEPENDENCE AND DIFFERENT CONSTITUTION FROM 1922 TILL DATE

NIGERIAN INDEPENDENCE

The granting of full Nigeria’s independence was preceded by the 1953 self government motion which had generated heated debate between North and South. The Action Group (West based political party) had earlier moved a motion for granting Self Government by 1956 but opposed by the NPC and Northern members as the late Sir Ahmadu Bello led other Northerners in replying as cited in Abba, (2007:248maintained that: substituting ‘as soon as practicable’ for the words ‘in 1956’.This will not tie the country down to any fixed date but would mean that self government could be attained when the country  was ready for it. The actual date might be before1956 or afterwards depending on circumstances.The Self Government was granted for the Eastern and Western Regions in 1957 and the Northern Region on March 15, 1959 (a coincidental on date which Sokoto Caliphate was subdued on 15  March, 1903 under Sultan Attahirun Ahmadu) in an elaborate ceremony and Durbar held at Sokoto and Kaduna respectively and attended by Her Majesty, the Queen of England. Towards granting the  independence, on January 14th , 1960, a motion was moved calling on Her Majesty’s (Queen  Elizabeth) Government to make necessary arrangements for Nigeria to become independent on October 1st, 1960. The motion reads: That this House authorise the Government of the Federation of Nigeria to request Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom as soon as practicable to introduce legislation in the Parliament of the United Kingdom providing for the establishment of the Federation of Nigeria on October 1st, 1960 as an independent sovereign state and to request Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom at appropriate time to support with the other member governments of the Commonwealth, Nigeria’s desire to become a member of the Commonwealth. At last, on the 1st of October, 1960, Nigeria became independent after British colonial administration for almost one hundred years (1861-1960). At the independence ceremony, the then Nigeria’s first and only Prime Minister, Sir Abubabakar Tafawa Balewa stated among others that:Today is Independence Day. The 1st of October, 1960 is a date which for two years every Nigerian has been eagerly looking forward. At last, our great day has arrived, and Nigeria is now indeed an independent sovereign nation. Words cannot adequately express my joy and pride at being the Nigerian citizen privileged to accept from your Royal Highness, these Constitutional Instruments which are the symbols of Nigeria’s independence… Finally, I must express our gratitude to Her Royal Highness, the Princess Alexandra of Kent for personally bringing to us these symbols of our freedom and especially for delivering the gracious message from Her Majesty, the Queen. And so with the words ‘God Save our Queen’, I open a new chapter in the history of Nigeria and the Commonwealth, and indeed,of the world. (Radio Nigeria, Abuja, 2014).
4.2
CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Two historical events gave rise to Nigeria constitutional developments: first, by 1948 India, which had been under the British rule, achieved independence with the guidance of the British Government. Second, the Gold Coast (now called Ghana), a British West African Colony, under Dr. Kwame Nkrumah's leadership, had much progress in parliamentary system of government. In Nigeria, therefore, it seemed appropriate to institute a parliamentary system of administration on the British model. To achieve this, some interested Nigerians, through the Colonial government, sought admissions into some British universities in order to study the British system of administrations. The public service which was staffed and manned mostly by foreigners had by this time started to take in Nigerians. These Nigerians were guided and instructed on the intricacies of the English  government and administration. (Dudley,1968) Some non-Nigerians doubted whether parliamentary system of administration was, in fact, suitable in Nigeria. Their doubts centered on the fact that there were great diversities in language, religion, custom and outlook in Nigeria. But none of the critics provided any alternative. However, there were others who argued that parliamentary system of administration could not be avoided. The lotter feeling come as a sign of goodwill in Britain's mind for the development of a new Nigeria. The plan to be provided was, by and large, to allow the educated Nigerians to see themselves primarily as Nigerians who would be charged with the responsibilities of controlling the Nigerian Government. In 1939, Benard Bourdillon divided the South into Eastern and Western provinces. ( Dudley,1968) This division was a deliberate action. He wanted a better and effective administration. During this time, the Northern provinces sent no representatives to the Logos Legislative Council. Loter two to three senior British officials from the North did attend the Legislative Council, but even then, they did not represent the interest of the Northern people. Rather, they represented the interest of the British citizens doing business in Nigeria, such as the British mining and the commercial groups. All legislative matters pertaining to the North, with the exception of money matters, were enacted by the Governor. The exclusion of the Northern provinces probably was due to distance and inadequate communication. But differences in religion and customs may also have been factors.  In a sense, it meant that the North did not share directly in advising the Governor except through the Chief Commissioner. Bourdillon thought it wise to bring in the North to share in the Legislative Council and to take part in advising the Governor in matters affecting them. fiis first plan was to establish regional councils to serve as provincial legislature and a Federal Council in Lagos. The provincial legislature was to serve as advisory body. Alternatively  he was to establish three parallel first Chambers with Lagos Council serving as a second Chamber. Bour.dillon did not want the regional councils to have power other than legislative. They might also act in the advisory capacity but could not pass bills into law. Enactment of bills into law rested with the Lagos Council. The Central Council at Lagos was to consist of regional council members and a few officials and non-officials directly representing the country. Bourdillon did not put his plans into practice before he retired.

4.3
CONSTITUTION IN THE COLONIAL PHASE (1914-1959)

Series of Constitutions were experimented under this phase. These constitutions varied only in terms of the composition of the representatives in the legislative council. Gufta (2014) argued that, the constitutional development under colonial rule was the outcome of the agitation of Nationalists for indigenous representation, significant power at all central levels and imposition of limited franchise under the Clifford constitution, coupled with intense pressure for having a self and independent government. Additionally, Igbuzur asserted that nationalist were the driving force for constitutional reform in colonial Nigeria (Igbuzur, 2001). 
 The 1914 constitution was a mere legislation for Lagos colony with a council of 36 members that did not have the real autonomy for real legislation; it was just an advisory council. The governor was not bound to comply with the advices. Therefore, the first constitution for the amalgamated Nigeria was Clifford Constitution of 1922. This constitution was a brainchild of Sir Hugh Clifford. In a bid to bring uniformity in the territories of colonial Nigeria, the constitution amalgamated the Legislative Council meant for the Colony of Lagos with the Nigerian Council, and membership of the council expanded to 46 (Akomolede, 2001). However, this was a curtailed effort as Northern Nigeria was still not represented in the council. The Legislative Council was given law making responsibilities for the Colony of Lagos and the southern provinces. The constitution introduced elective principle and four members were to be elected (three from Lagos the administrative and commercial capital and one from Calabar a big commercial centre (Gufta, 2014). Members of the Legislative Council possessed the power to propose any ordinance bill except such Ordinance on finance which was the prerogative of the Governor. Nevertheless, the Governor had veto power and was empowered to disapprove any law passed by the Legislative Council. He could execute whatever he wished without the consent of the council. There was also absence of independent judiciary, separation of power and rule of law. To justify this governor Richard (1946) claimed that there was an absence of any group from which he could obtain African views (Coleman, 1958). As a result of the nationalist repression from the Clifford constitution, on March 6, 1945 Arthur Richards presented to the legislative council his proposal for an amended constitution which was realized in 1946. 

The Richard Constitution defined Nigeria, for the first time, in terms of regions: Northern, Western and Eastern regions. Under this constitution there was a legislative council for the whole country governor served as a president, the council consist of 16 official and 28 unofficials, 4 of them elected and 24 nominated and created a regional councils for the west and east it was unicameral while the north had a bicameral system of house of chiefs and house of assembly. Nonetheless, before enacting the constitution the governor didn’t consult Nigerians and this also makes it half-baked (Gufta, 2014). 

The next was the Macpherson’s,  on 9th January, 1950 the constitution was drafted and became operative after one year, a national conference was held to discuss the draft the 1951 Macpherson Constitution came into being after an unprecedented process of consultation with the peoples of Nigeria. It is obvious that no other constitution so widely reached out to the people than the Macpherson constitution of 1951 (lawnigeria.com, 20017). Instructively, meetings and consultations leading down to its making were held at 5 levels – Village, District, Divisional, Provincial and Regional levels – before the national conference. The regional conferences were held at Ibadan, Enugu and Kaduna, respectively and produced a general consensus in favour of a federal system of government with a few differences as to its format. The constitution provided  a Central Legislature, and a  Central Executive Council  (House of Representatives)  consist of  a president and six ex-officio members, 136 representatives elected from the regional houses and six special members appointed by the governor for representing communities less or inadequately represented also regional executive and regional legislature were provided (lawnigeria.com, 2017). Also west became a bicameral like north but central legislation override the regional at any rate On the same vein Governor Macpherson’s constitution vested the central legislature with unlimited power, as it could legislate on any matter including those on which the regions had power to legislate (Dare and Oyewole, 1987). the central legislative members (ministers) being selected from among the regional legislatures made them too loyal to their regions and the politics of regionalism erupted in the house that instigate inter-regional conflict that led to conference for the leaders of various parties in London 1953 and Lagos in 1954. Consequently another constitution was initiated by Oliver Lyttleton.  

The Lyttleton Constitution of 1954, among others, made regional governments independent of the central government in respect of subjects and legislative powers allocated to them. It also established a unicameral legislature for the federal government and each of the 3 regional governments. In addition, Lagos was taken out of the control of any regional government and made the Federal Capital Territory; regional public services were established for each of the 3 regions; the judiciary was reorganised so as to establish regional judiciaries while autonomy was granted to the Southern Cameroons which was up till that time part of a larger Nigeria and Northern Cameroons (lawnigeria.com, 2017). Specifically, for the first time, Ministers were given specific portfolios. Thus, the Lyttleton Constitution could best be described as the transition instrument towards Nigeria’s independence in 1960 under a federal structure with democratically elected federal and regional legislature (Gufta, 2014). 

4.4
CONSTITUTION IN POST COLONIAL ERA (1960-1999)

In the process of granting independence, colonialist were seriously interested in leaving certain legacies which help them in maintaining the status qou. Consequently, the independence constitution of 1959 retained most of the provisions of the Lyttleton constitution which perpetuated serious agitation for change. The Constitution (independence constitution) which provided for a parliamentary system of government, with the three regional governments (Northern, Eastern and Western Regions), a bicameral legislative framework at the federal (Senate and House of Representatives) and regional levels (House of Assembly and House of Chiefs) with the legislative powers of government delineated into three lists; exclusive, concurrent and residual. The parliamentary system premeditated under the constitution recognized the British monarch as the Head of State with powers to appoint a resident agent (the Governor-General) to exercise executive powers on her behalf while a Prime Minister elected by the Federal parliament acted as the Head of the Federal Executive Council. This culminated to a constitutional conference held in Lagos from 25th  to 26th, july 1963 where Nigerian political leaders resolved that, Nigeria should become a Federal Republic, which was passed on 19th September 1963 (Igbuzur, 2001). Thus, the key features of the 1963 Constitution were the establishment of Nigeria’s First republic under a parliamentary system of government by replacing the Governor-General appointed by the British monarch with a President elected directly by members of the Nigerian federal legislature. In addition, in place of the Privy Council, the Federal Supreme Court became designated as the final appellate judicial authority over any person or matter in Nigeria.

Looking at the extent of constitutionalism, Ojo (1985) substantiates that, the Westminster model of government failed to accommodate the grievances of Nigerians due to the abdication of responsibility by the executive and its inability to abide by the rules of the game. Onifawose and Akinboye (1989) corroborate that “all available apparatus were employed by the power elites against their opponent.” Ake argued that, after the independence  there was a contradiction, as the new rulers tried to use the only tool they have (i.e. political power) to create an economic base in order to consolidate their political power” (Ake, 1981). As a result there was no rule of law and constitutionalism jeopardised.

4.5
MILITARY AND CONSTITUTION MAKING IN NIGERIA (1979-1999)

It is unfortunate that despite the military arbitrariness to constitution, the Nigerian constitution could not be disengaged from the military. With the collapse of the first republic, Nigeria witnessed thirteen years of military rule. In 1979 new constitution was promulgated which led to the inception of the second republic.

The 1979 constitution of the second republic was quite different from the one of first republic. Some of the essential contents were: it opted for presidential rather than parliament system of government, under which the president and state governors will be elected together with their deputies.  Constitution was made to be supreme, in which powers were delineated and spitted between and among various tiers of government so as to strengthen the federal structure of the federation (Ishaq, 2008). The constitution was drafted by 49 members out of fifty and finally the draft was reviewed and amended by the Armed Forces Military Council that issued a decree enacting the 1979 constitution (Ishaq, 2008). 

In analysing the extent of constitutionalism under the second republic, it is evident that the constitution was subjected to debate by Supreme Military Council for first scrutiny (James, 2000). The second republic was affected by the left legacies of authoritarian and arbitrary practices of 13 year military legacies which manifested in the form of political repression, abuse of executive power and non compliance to the rule of law (Idea, 2000). In Kaduna state assembly National Party of Nigeria (NPN) members with the majority in the house ended up impeaching the executive governor in June 1981 without conforming to section 174 (2) of the constitution. The attempt to revoke the television channel allocated to Lagos state by the Federal government were all abused of the constitution (Ojo, 1985).

Even though During Babangida’s  1989 and  Abacha’s 1994  military regimes there were some impotent attempts for constitutional reconstructions, they ended up as mere stage shows. The conclusive one in our discourse is the 1999 constitution of Abdussalam Abubakar.

The Supreme Military Council of 26 officers promulgated another constitution into law under General Abdulsalam Abubakars’ military administration which successfully ushered in the Fourth Republic on the 29th  of May, 1999. Nevertheless, as the constitution lacks the necessary prerequisite of consultation and popular representation, being enacted by only 26 Nigerians and imposed on Nigerians just like its predecessors. As a result, constitutionalism is cast off. Further, the language of the constitution also is criticized as a masculine if not militaristic and the composition is highly ambiguous with legal jargons. Thus, many pundits see it as a just legal document that inflicts a unitary system of rule. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was to examine Britain and Nigeria's independence in 1960 using Nigeria  as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at highlighting the  how the Nigeria territory was allotted to Britain and how they were able to colonize Nigeria. The study also examine how the Nationalist movement in Nigeria started. 

find out the different constitutions that were made in other for the smooth running of Nigeria. The study further  find out how Nigeria got her independence. In a country like Nigeria, with about 250 distinctive tribes and 280 languages or dialects and with a wide variety of habits and customs, the British rule gradually pulled these diverse peoples together. The amalgamation of 1914 of the North and the South was a deliberate action toward unity of the country. The maintenance of law and order through the police force, the administrative unity of the Civil Service, the fiscal and economic integration, all served to link together the heterogeneous elements which made up the Nigerian society. The Nigerian leaders who created and took over the leadership of the Nationalist movement, the fact of a common British or Western background, is almost as evident as the fact of a common Nigerian heritage.
5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

That Britain's Colonial rule made sufficient allowance for the growth in experience and influence of the Western educated elites, who took over the reins of government. On independence, Nigeria had six years of experience as a Federal State.

The leaders, under the British rule, were shown how to solve several problems which would confront them. They were shown how to deal with such problems as balance between the centre and the regions, minority problems, and fiscal allocations. They were well-informed or shown how to be broadly united. They were given enough chance to put forth numerous plans for national policy.
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