AN ANALYSIS OF REPORT CASES OF CRIMES IN NIGERIA FROM 1995 - 2004

ABSTRACT
Crime is a public wrong. It is an act strongly disapproved by society. Crime includes murder, dacoities, fraud, rape, etc. Each society has its own perspective of defining crime. For commission of crime, there should be a criminal intention and a criminal act. No individual is a born criminal; the criminal intention and behaviour of an individual are a result of various social, economic, biological and psychological causes. This study was conducted on statistic analysis of  report cases of crimes in Enugu State for a period of  ten years (1995 - 2004). The study specifically was aimed at ascertaining the most prevalent form of crime in Enugu State, if there are no differences in crime against persons and that against property, report the crime cases over ten years period (1995 – 2004), and make recommendations on possible ways of curbing criminal activities in the state. Data were collected from Enugu Police Command on recorded crime cases within the period of survey.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1
BACKGROUND OF STUDY
Criminality is inherent in human nature and culture. As a result, no civilization can claim to be fully crime-free. However, the sorts of criminal behavior tend to follow the pattern of a society's social and economic growth. It is not surprising, however, that a society at a low level of development experiences an increase in the rate of violent crimes such as armed robbery, politically motivated killings, the use of illicit weapons, ethnic and religious confrontations, and so on (Ohijini 2005: 1).

Crime results in the loss of life and property, as well as an overpowering sense of unease. These have important implications for democracy, economic growth, social capital, and general associational life. The high incidence of crime undermines individual and social objectives for democracy, growth, human rights, and a good quality of life.

An increase in violent crime and delinquency is a frequent feature of transitional countries. This has been attributed to the uncontrollable nature of change in its early stages, the demobilization or dismantling of repressive security apparatuses used by previous authoritarian regimes to control crime, and unequal socioeconomic opportunities brought about by economic liberalization programs. What makes societies unique?
1.2
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
Most Nigerians believe that the country's crime and insecurity levels are extremely high, and that crime has been on the rise in recent years. The Nigerian government is concerned with organized and non-organized crime, as well as associated vices such as smuggling of contrabands, particularly weapons, counterfeiting, money-laundering, armed robberies, kidnapping, auto hijacking, and human trafficking. Similarly, high-profile crimes, as well as politically motivated assassinations and kidnappings, have recently added to the country's criminal complexity.

The country's south-east seems to be the most damaged. In its editorial (July 5, 2010: 11), Newswatch Magazine labeled the south east zone as a no-go zone due to violent crimes such as kidnapping, robbery, and assassination. According to Scroll Magazine (July 5, 2010: 13), the region has become a goldmine for hoodlums and criminal elements who have mastered the skill of kidnapping innocent people, including children, for large ransoms. Newswatch Magazine (July 5, 2010: 11) went on to say that all of this has resulted in a massive rise of crime and criminality in a place known for hard labor and quiet life.

On the recent kidnapping of four journalists in Abia Level on July 11, 2010, and the country's state of insecurity. This is how Dan Agbese (2010) explains it concisely.

"To declare the obvious and painful truth: we are all captives and possible victims of armed robbers and kidnappers." We live in cages with towering walls and iron gates. We drive with two eyes in front of us and two in the back of our heads. The wealthy are protected by armoured cars and armed police officers or private security guards. Our hearts are permanently in our mouths since, regardless of individual measures, we are collectively vulnerable across the country."

The government is on the danger of failing to maintain the vital constitutional obligation of protecting citizens' lives and property. If not controlled, the country's present push to fulfill Vision 20-20 and the Millennium Development Goals by 2015 might be jeopardized.

As a result, the study's problem is based on statistical analysis of crime report instances in Enugu State.
1.3
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The general objective of the study is to find out, describe and analyse the report cases of crimes in Enugu State. Specifically, the study seeks to:

ascertain the most prevalent form of crime in Enugu State

ascertain if there are no differences in crime against persons and that against property.

Report the crime cases over ten years period (1995 – 2004)

Make recommendations on possible ways of curbing criminal activities in the state.

1.4
RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The following research questions guided the study:

What are the factors that motivate people to commit crime in Enugu State?

Which forms of crime are the most rampant in Enugu State?

Is crime rate in Enugu State actually increasing or decreasing?

1.5
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS
The research hypotheses that guided this study are as follows:

HO: There are no significant differences among various forms of crime committed in the State.

H0: There is no significant difference in the crime against persons and crime against property in the State.

H0: There are no significant increases in the trend for crime as the year progresses

1.6
SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This is an empirical study on trends in criminal activities in Enugu State. The variables understudies are; the causes/motivations for crime, most prevalent forms of crime in the State, and the trend pattern over the period understudy (i.e 2000 to 2009)

1.7
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study will be useful to law enforcement agencies

It will bring to the fore the causes, most prevalent form of crime, problems in fighting crime as well as possible solutions. This will help the law enforcement agencies in laying strong foundations in combating crime in the country.

This study will provide information on the depth of criminal activities and enable the government to know the need to ensure security to its citizens. It will create awareness on those barriers militating against proper security of lives and properties in major cities. The government will see the need to properly equip the security agencies and the need to provide incentives for the personnel for instance through seminars/workshops, regular in-service training, regular promotions and payment of salaries.

This will add to the body of knowledge on causes as well as trends in criminal activities in urban areas and will serve as a guide to other researchers who may have interest in crime study.

1.8
DEFINITION OF TERMS
Crimes are frequently classified as

Offences against persons: These crimes are committed against individuals or groups, and may result in physical or psychological harm to the victim(s). These include, for example, murder, manslaughter, attempted murder, suicide, grievous harm wounding, assault, child stealing, slave dealing; rape and indecent assault, unnatural offences.

Offences against property or property crimes: These crimes are committed with the intent to permanently deprive or destroy or damage the property of another, either as individuals or groups. These include stealing; robbery and extortion, burglary, house breaking, false pretences/cheating, store breaking, forgery, receiving stolen property, unlawful possession, arson and other offences.

Offences against currency and lawful authority: include such crimes as forgery of currency notes, coining offences, breach of public peace, gambling, perjury, bribery and corruption, escaping from lawful custody and other offences.

Offences against Local Acts: Include offences against Traffic Acts, offences against Township Acts, offences against Liquor Acts, offences against Dog Acts, offences against Firearms Acts, Narcotics and other offences.

Conventional Crimes: Under this, we have violent crimes and property crimes. Violent crimes include murder, armed robbery, rape, manslaughter, ritual killings, kidnapping and assault. Property crimes include burglary, larceny, shoplifting, motorcycle and bicycle theft, motor vehicle theft, theft of car accessories, embezzlement, fraud, arson and purse snatching.

White-Collar Crime: It is any illegal act, punishable by criminal law that is committed in the course of a legitimate occupation or pursuit by a corporation or by any otherwise respectable person.
Organized crimes: Are crimes that involve many people who participate in different stages of the criminal acts for it to be successful. These crimes include human trafficking, drug trafficking, cyber crime, money laundering and online banking, advanced feed fraud (419), corruption, assassination etc.

Crimes without Victims: Include prostitution, drug abuse, and gambling.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Crime

Crime is a public wrong. It is an act of offense which violates the law of the state and is strongly disapproved by the society. Crime is defined as acts or omissions forbidden by law that can be punished by imprisonment or fine. Murder, robbery, burglary, rape, drunken driving, child neglect and failure to pay taxes are examples of crimes. The term crime is derived from the Latin word “crimen” meaning offence and also a wrong-doer. Crime is considered as an anti-social behaviour. Each society may define crime in a different perspective. A crime may be legal or illegal. Illegal and punishable crime is the violation of any rule of administration or law of the state or practice of any wrongdoing and harmful to self or against third parties, provided in criminal law. Legal and not punishable crime is all acts of self-defense.

Elements of crime

For an act of crime to be accomplished, the following four elements are needed:· Individual: The first and the most important element for commission of a crime is an individual who has an intention and is prepared to commit a crime. · Mens rea: Mensrea in Latin means “guilty mind”. For a crime to be committed, a criminal intention is an essential element. · 

Actusrea: Actusrea in Latin means “guilty act”. For a crime to be committed, along with a criminal intention there should also be an external act. · 

Injury/hurt: The criminal act should be accompanied by an injury or hurt which is physical, mental or monetary which violates a law of state.

Stages of committing a crime 

The commission of crime involves four stages:Intention: For the commission of crime, the first important stage is criminal intention. However, just having a criminal intention is not punishable until it is conveyed to someone else in words or by acts. Example: An intention to kill someone. · Groundwork: To commit a crime, prior preparation is necessary if the crime is intentional. It is difficult for the court to punish an individual purely based on a preparation plan until and unless it is executed. For example, murder, dacoity, etc. · Preliminary crime: An attempt to commit a crime is considered as preliminary crime. An attempt should include a criminal intention, an act towards committing a crime and an act of crime which is not completely accomplished. Example: Attempt to murder · Completion of crime: This is the last stage in commission of crime. The criminal completes the crime. A suspect is guilty of an offence only if he succeeds in his criminal activity. Example: Successful accomplishment of murder

Causes of crime

No individual is a born criminal, it is the situations and the conditions around the individual which make him act as a criminal. There are several causes which make an individual turn into a criminal. The main causes of crime are:a. Social causes b. Economic causes c. Psychological causes d. Biological causes e. Geographical causes· 

Social causes of crime 

The social causes of crime include the following: 

i. Family disorganization: Family plays the most important role in an individual’s life. In olden days, there were joint families and there was always a family control on the children. In urban areas today, each member of the family is busy pursuing their own paths. The children are neglected and family control is lifted up and hence there are no restrictions. Individuals who are a part of nuclear families and broken families resort to crimes due to lack of love, affection and proper attention. 

ii. Upbringing of the individual: Too much strictness causes heavy influence on minds of the children. Scolding and abusing children causes humiliation and irritation in children and they become delinquents. Moral values are imported to children by their parents. It is the duty of the parents to nourish their children in healthy circumstances. If the parents resort to illegal acts, the children will also do the same. A child is first influenced by his parents and then by his own brothers and sisters. If they resort to illegal acts such as selling block tickets at cinema theatres, the younger ones also tend to do the same acts. 

iii. Defective education: Lack of proper education results in poor judgement and the individual will fail to distinguish between right and wrong. Ethical and religious education has no place in the modern education system. Even after completing education, many individuals remain unemployed. Late employment leads to late marriage increasing criminal activity. 

iv. Hype created by media: Cinemas and newspapers have led to an increase in criminal activity. The hype created by the media relating to different crimes, modus operandi and the consequences motivate young individuals to resort to crimes. 

v. Drinking and drug use: The consumption of alcohol and use of drugs of abuse are the most important causes of crime. Under the influence of alcohol and drugs, the person loses his sense of discrimination between good and bad and right and wrong and hence commits crime. This not only affects the individual but also his entire family. 

vi. Unhappy marriages and dowry system: A marriage where a girl or boy dislikes his partner & remains unhappy and may force individuals to commit suicides. Dowry system is also a main cause of crime. 

vii. Family planning: In poorer sections of society, parents do not follow family planning and they have a large number of children. But they are unable to fulfil the basic necessities of children due to their meagre income. To fulfil their basic necessities, these children become preys of pick-pocketing, smuggling, prostitution, etc. 

viii. War and post-war conditions: Wars in different countries create unbearable social and economic circumstances. The individuals who lose their parents and loved ones during war become prey to bad habits. 

ix. Social disorganization: Disorganization in the society or country may affect badly upon the people’s living. For example, prior to Britishers, Indian villages were very peaceful and self- sufficient. Due to the British rule in India, rapid changes such as industrialization, urbanization, etc. occurred. Joint families disappeared and nuclear families came in. Unemployment increased. India was split into 3 countries, i.e., India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. During the partition, immigrants flew from one country to another. The immigrants had no food, livelihood. To earn livelihood, these immigrants started illegal acts such as smuggling, weapon- selling, etc. Social disorganization causes decline in the effectiveness of institutional and informal forces and weakens the social control in communities or neighbourhoods. This results in crime. 

Economic causes of crime 

The economic causes of crime include: 

i. Poverty: Money is the centre of life. Everything and every relation in this world is dependent on money. Poverty is the mother of crime. The poor people are unable to fulfil their basic necessities. To fulfil the basic necessities, they resort to crimes like burglaries, murders, suicides, etc. 

ii. Unemployment: Many young individuals who are continually unemployed resort to suicides due to frustration. Some others resort to thefts, pick-pocketing, robberies, etc. Hence, unemployment is a major cause of crime. 

iii. Industrialization and urbanization: Urbanization is the result of industrialization. The long working hours and the petite amount of money they get, results in individuals resorting to crime. 

Psychological causes of crime: 

The psychological causes of crime include:

i. Intellectual weakness: Weak minded persons tend to criminal activities very easily. Intellectual weakness is a cause of crime. 

ii. Mental diseases: The person who suffers from mental disorders tends to do illegal and violent activities. Such individuals become unsocialized, irritable, cruel, obstinate, suspicious, self-centred, lonely, full of feelings of revenge, backward and hypersexual or uncontrolled in their behaviour. Such individual does not repent for his violent acts. 

iii. Characteristics of personality: Due to social, economic or psychopathic reasons, an individual may turn into a psychic. An abnormal person possesses degree of freedom, irresponsibility, revolt, homicidal tendency, suspicion, lack of control, sadism, emotions, social maladjustment, ill-behaviour, immaturity, etc. He tends to do violent acts. He becomes naughty, explosive, disobedient and unsocial. He indulges in gambling, cigarette smoking, narcotic drug consuming, breaking things, absconding from house, prostitution, thieving, etc. 

iv. Emotional instability: An abnormal individual possesses emotional instability. He does not like discipline. He suffers with inferiority complex. He indulges in criminal behaviour. He does violent acts with emotions. If his hero steals a diamond from Government treasury, he sees the picture several times and repeats the same act.

Biological causes of crime:

Many biological factors like age, gender, hormones, etc. act as causes of crime. 

i. Age: Crime is more prominently committed by individuals in the second and third decades of life. 

ii. Gender: On a whole, males commit more crimes when compared to females. 

iii. Body type: Muscular body type individuals are found to commit more crimes. 

iv. Hormonal causes: Testosterone hormone is the hormone which is correlated to criminality.

· Geographical causes of crime:

Cities or counties with larger populations have higher crime rates. Poorly maintained neighborhoods correlate with higher crime rates. High residential mobility is associated with a higher crime rate. More taverns and alcohol stores, as well as more gambling and tourist establishments, in an area are positively related to criminality. There appears to be higher crime rates in the geographic regions of a country that are closer to the equator.

Types of crime:

Based on the medium which is being affected, crimes are of the following types:

· Personal crimes:

Personal crimes are those crimes which target an individual person. These include murder, assault, sexual assault, etc. 

Ø Assault: Illegally attacking an individual with weapons like gun, knife, etc. in a severe manner is called assault. Assault results in severe injury. Domestic or family violence also involves assault. 

Ø Homicide: Unlawfully killing an individual is called homicide or murder. 

Ø Sexual assault: Sexual assault involves rape.

• Property crimes: 

Property crimes are those crimes in which the target is a materialistic property. 

Ø Burglary: Illegally entering into a property and committing theft is called burglary. Ø Theft: Illegally taking away one’s property without force and without the notice of the owner. Example: Pick pocketing, Shoplifting, Stealing bicycles, etc. 

Ø Arson fires: Deliberately putting one’s property such a building, motor vehicle, etc. on fire is called arson fires. 

Ø Automobile theft: Unlawful theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. 

Ø Vandalism: Damaging public or private property without permission is referred to as vandalism.

• Victimless crimes:

These are acts against moral values of an individual. Commissions of crime like prostitution, illegal gambling, illegal drug use, etc. are examples of victimless crimes. Since these crimes donot have an identifiable victim, they are called victimless crimes. • White-collar crimes: 

Crimes committed by individuals belonging to high society. The crimes are committed to a large extent in their work place. 

Ø Embezzlement: Misusing money or property of an organization for an individual’s personal use. 

Ø Identity theft: Unlawfully using a person’s social security number, credit card number, etc. for financial gain is termed as identity theft. 

Ø Fraud: Deception of one party by another party for personal or financial gain is called fraud. 

• Organized crimes: 

are defined as acts which are committed by two or more criminals as a joint venture in an organized manner. These crimes involve kidnapping, dacoities, marketing of illegal or prohibited goods, money laundering, trafficking people, buying votes, etc. 

• Juvenile delinquency: 

also called as youth crime.It is the crime committed by an individual under the age of 18years. 

• Computer crime: 

Cyber crime is an act of crime that involves computer and a network. The computer may have been used in the commission of a crime, or it may be the target. Net crime refers to criminal exploitation of the internet. Examples of the computer crime include cyber terrorism, cyber warfare, harassment on the internet, spam, internet fraud, etc. • Violation of public safety: 

The violations of laws which threaten public safety are included under violation of public safety. 

Ø Disorderly conduct: Acting in a manner potentially threatening oneself or other people. 

Ø Driving under influence of drinks and drugs: driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs may prove threatening to the individual as well as the public. Constant checks are conducted by police officials in whom the alcohol testing devices are used. 

Ø Terrorism: Violence against the normal people living in the society

Ø Corruption: is the use of power by government officials for illegal private gain. It includes bribery, embezzlement, etc.
Crime And Security Agencies

The failure of the security agencies in combating crime especially the Police remains top on the list. In 2002, a survey conducted by the Center for Criminal Justice Research and Education on the public’s perception of police performance indicated that over 65% of persons interviewed had little or no confidence in the ability of the law enforcement agencies to prevent or solve crimes. However, about 80 percent of persons surveyed indicated their willingness to provide information to the police regarding criminal activities of which they become aware. Similarly, 88 percent agreed that increased citizens’ involvement n law enforcement was a good idea.

Sad to say, public sentiments and attitude towards policing has taken a turn for the worse. Many community residents are resorting to mob justice instead of turning over criminal suspects to the police. There have been many incidents in which alleged armed robbers have been burned to death. In April 2004, an angry mob burnt down a police depot because the police refuse to turn over to them an alleged ritualistic killer who had ran to the depot for protection against the mob. Criminals now prefer to turn themselves into the police or the peace keepers rather than face justice from community residents.

It should be noted however that the role of the police in any human society cannot be over-emphasized. Every society needs a strong and effective police force to maintain law and order, to promote peace and harmony and to secure lives and properties. So the police force is not only central to individual self-actualization, but also to social cohesion, economic development and democratic consolidation. (Wabara 2005).

Policing a deeply divided society where a majority of the citizens are either unemployed or unable to feed properly through honest work is certainly one of the, if not the most difficult jobs in the world. What is worrisome, however, is that the police which are meant to be the antidote to criminality appear to be getting overwhelmed by the phenomenon. The criminals appear to be ahead of the police such that the latter now only react to the commission of crimes and usually after the offenders might have left the scene. What is even more worrisome is that, rather than evoke confidence and hope in the public, the appearance of our policemen often conjures to the public a depressing feeling of fear and mistrust. Other allegations leveled against the police include arbitrariness in the exercise of its powers of arrest and prosecution, corruption and perversion of justice, use of crude techniques of investigation, collusion with criminals and incessant cases of accidental discharge of lethal bullets. The irony of our situation is that the criminal network that perpetrates these heinous is often better funded and better equipped than the law enforcement agencies. One of the problems of law enforcement in this country has been the lack of effective coordination amongst the various agencies of state security and law enforcement. (Olujinmi, 2005).

Onovo (2005) stated that the barriers that reduce the capacity of agencies to share criminal intelligence include the following: Lack of a national process for generating and sharing intelligence, Existence of laws that unduly restrict law enforcement access to information, the hierarchical structures of sharing information, Deficits in criminal intelligence analysis, Lack of good technologies to support criminal intelligence sharing.

He stated further that in Nigeria, security agencies like the Military, the SSS, Customs, Immigration, NDLEA etc. may talk about their routine sharing of criminal intelligence with the police through the Inspector-General of Police or the State Commissioners of Police, and during the monthly Joint Intelligence Board meetings. But the current framework is inadequate. In these days of threat of armed robbery, assassinations and other violent crimes, there is the dire need for a national policy on inter-agency criminal intelligence sharing, a policy that will make it possible and mandatory for the various security agencies to provide unclassified information to the Police Force Headquarters, the Zonal AIGs, the State Command Commissioners, the Area Commanders and the Divisional Police Officers on daily basis. The rationale is that such information will help the police act both proactively to prevent crime as well as reactively to bring criminals to face the law.

On interagency cooperation, Ige (2005) stated that there must be trust, training, and communication.

Private Security Industry In Nigeria And Crime

The private security industry in Nigeria is growing by leaps and bounds and in a way contributes in crime fighting. From its humble beginnings in 1965 when Alhaji Mumuni founded the Nigerian Security and Investigation Company the industry has grown into a multi-billion naira sector with multiple players including multinationals who are operating illegally. PSCs in Nigeria protect public facilities such as the National Stadium Surulere, Murtala Mohammed International Airport Lagos, Osubi Airport in Warri, oil installations, bank facilities and major entertainment or sporting facilities among others.

Nigeria’s PSCs could contribute more to the crime control mission of the police agency. However, the industry is beset by several problems, including the following.

Corruption: With competitive pressures. The level of corruption associated with securing contracts or retaining existing contracts is high. Gaining jobs is often not related to capability and competencies. It is often related to “who you know” or what you have settled”. This phenomenon has led to mushrooming as every former police, prison, or army officer feels he can own and operate a security company. Rather, than applying to well-established firms and attempting to build a career in security they print business cards and letter heads and become security directors. The irony is that being a former police or military officer does not qualify one to become a security director. Training, indoctrination, professional association, mentoring and experience are essential ingredients in corporate security governance. Executives require knowledge, experience, contacts and professional credentials to enable them properly administer their organizations.

Foreign Invasion: The nationalization of private security is a fact of life in the USA and UK. However, Nigerian law forbids the operation in Nigeria of foreign security companies. In defiance of Nigeria law, some foreign security companies e.g. Securicor/Outsourcing Services Ltd have set up shop in Nigeria and are operation illegally. Securicor/OSL first started operation as Gray Security Ltd. It has obtained contracts from the oil, banking, communication and brewing industries. The irony is that government security agents are quick to harass Nigerian security company operators. But these foreigners who are operating illegally and running a money laundering operation in Nigeria which may be used to

subvert the Nigerian state are not being subjected to the applicable law. Their immunity from arrest is based on the fact that some VIPs are involved with them. Internal security of Nigeria must remain in the hands of Nigerians.

Associations and Institutes: The problem or professional associations parallels the mushrooming of security companies. There are two recognized associations, the Security and Safety Association of Nigeria (SSAN) and the Nigerian Professional Security Association (NPSA). A few mushroom associations exist here and there. There are two registered professional security institutes: the Institute of Industrial Security and Safety of Nigeria (IISSN) and the Nigerian Institute of Industrial security (NIIS). Similar to the association a number of mushroom institutes proclaim their existence, laying claims to powers and capabilities they do not possess. The chaotic trade environment has served further to weaken the industry and reduced the probability f its purposeful regulation for national development. The only viable professional security association in Nigeria is the Nigerian branch of the American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS International). This society has two chapters in Nigeria – Nigeria Chapter (206 ) headquartered in Lagos and Port Harcourt Chapter (236) based in Port Harcourt.

ASIS International, founded in 1955, is headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia USA. With over 33,000 members worldwide it is the world’s largest professional security association. ASIS is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security professionals.

Nigeria has about 300 registered members of the professional body. The West and Central Africa Region of ASIS International is based in Nigeria. This region covers 22 West and Central Africa Countries. ASIS draws membership from users and vendors of security. It provides educational programs for its membership, enforces a strict code of professional ethics. It also provides certification opportunities for security professionals awarding the highly coveted Certified Protection Professional (CPP) designation and the newer but less prestigious lower PSP (Physical Security Professional) designation and Professional Certified Investigator (PCI) designation.

Lax Enforcement of Regulations: The Federal Ministry of Internal Affairs, Citizenships and business Department, Private Guards Desk has a limited number of officers coordinating all the PSCs and private guards in the country. With this limited capacity there is little or no enforcement of the regulations guiding PSCs. This creates a chaotic operating environment.

Some guard companies, such as Gray Security/Securicor/OSL wear a uniform similar to the Nigerian Air Force. However, since there is limited enforcement of the regulations, this illegal/money laundering

organization can continue to flout Nigerian law with impurity. Even when transgressions are brought to the attention of the authorities, the limited resources constrain their ability to respond and take punitive or corrective action.

Inter-agency co-operation: There is a low level of public/private security interaction. The police agency does not often exhibit high regard for the professional capabilities and competencies of PSCs. Private security operatives are generally well trained in their work schedule. They can conduct diligent investigations, operations, training and supervision. Street level, division level and command level cooperation between Police and private security can lead to success in achieving the mission of crime control and crime prevention.

What is prevalent is the harassment of private security directors by men of the State Security Service, Nigerian Immigration Service, and the Nigerian Security and Civil defence Corps (NSCDC) also know is security circles as “guguru defence” which is itself a government owned security outfit managed within the Federal Ministry of Internal Affairs (FMIA).

Poor Public Perception: PSCs are caught in a vortex of low pay from clients, low morale on the part of operators and operatives, dissatisfaction on the part of clients, sloven appearance and department and consequently low public perception. Even though there has been an

improvement in the turnout and demeanour of private guards within the past 20 years in Nigeria, there is still a general negative perception of private guards. Because of the low public perception, Private guards are often the sacrificial lams once a security incident occurs. (Ekhomu, 2005).

Dimensions Of Crime In Nigeria

Some of the emerging and special categories of crimes in Nigeria are corruption, Money Laundering, Cyber Crime, Terrorism, Human Trafficking, Assassination, Kidnapping etc.

Corruption

Corruption is very widespread in Nigeria and it manifests itself in virtually all aspects of national life. Nigeria was sometime ago rated by the Transparency International Index as the most corrupt country in the world. Corruption is a worldwide phenomenon, which has been with societies throughout history. It has caused political and economic instability in societies and, depending on the scale, it has led to social conflict and violence, as competing groups vie for state power which is the source of distribution of resources and other amenities in society. (Ibrahim 2001, Adenuga 2001).

Otite (1986) described corruption as “the perversion of integrity or state of affairs through bribery, favour, or moral depravity. He stated that corruption takes place when at least two parties have interacted to change the structure or processes of society or the behaviour of functionaries in order to produce dishonest, unfaithful or defiled situations.

The United Nations is of the view that corruption in government increases poverty in many ways. Most directly, it diverts resources to the rich people, who can afford to pay bribes and away from the poor, who cannot. Corruption also weakens a Government and lessens its ability to fight poverty. It reduces tax revenues and, thus, the resources available for public services (Mills, 2001). The immediate impact on the poor people is that there will be higher prices and fewer employment opportunities, because of the distortions that corruption has caused. Corrupt officials will be willing to demand payment for public services, which are supposed to be free.

Corruption makes it possible for senior public officials to acquire massive personal wealth from states. This has negative impact to development.

Money Laundering and Online Banking

Many financial institutions are now providing banking service through the Internet. Most of these are established financial institutions that offer only part of their services online. The concern with respect to money laundering, is that there is no face-to-face contact between the customer and financial institution. The customer accesses his or her account on the website of the financial institution by providing a password. Since no face-to-face contact is required, the financial institution has no means of verifying the identify of the individual. Moreover, a customer can access her account from anywhere in the world. In addition, as access is gained through an internet service provider, the institution has no way of verifying the location from which the account was accessed. An individual desiring to conceal his or her identity, including money launderers, would be able to have unrestricted online access to and control of his or her bank accounts in any location (Redpath, 2001). The EFCC (Economic and Financial Crimes Commission) in Nigeria has been able to tackle a few cases where online banking has been used for money laundering.

Cyber crime

Online computers via the internet can be used to plan and co-ordinate activities, and to facilitate illegal acts, as well as to distribute tools for committing crimes. Instructions for building bombs and deadly weapons and instructions for building “red boxes” used in stealing telephone services, have all been found on the internet. Software for hacking into other computer systems is also available online. Pirated software, child pornography, scams and offshore tax evasion schemes are all available or operated via the internet (Redpath, 2001).

Internet crimes are raising international concern. Every terrorist organization has its own internet website “to propagate it, recruit manpower, purchase firearms and even sell children for sexual purposes”. Cyber crimes are serious sophisticated crimes like swindling, embezzlement and money laundering. These crimes are being committed all the time and often traces are covered up or erased instantly, making the police unable to track them (Radpath, 2001).

According to Abdullahi (2004: 5) Cyber Crimes can be categorized into five: Data bidding is the most common, easiest and fastest method. It involves changing the data that will be put into the computer or that are already in the computer. The Trojan Horse technique involves instructing the computer to perform unauthorized functions as well as its intended function. The Salami Method. This refers to taking small amounts of money from a larger source without significantly reducing the whole. For example, one might in a bank account situation, instruct the computer to reduce some accounts by certain percentage (usually small) and place such amount in another account. Super zapping: To take care of potential problem of malfunction there is the need for what is sometimes called break glass in case of emergency computer programme. This programme

will bypass all controls to modify or disclose any of the contents of a computer. This is powerful for committing crime in the hands of dubious people. Data Leakage refers to removing information from the computer system or computer facility.

Human Trafficking

Human trafficking, according to Article 3a of the United Nations Protocol is defined as the “recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of persons by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person for the purpose of exploitation. The trafficking in persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration Act (2003), defines trafficking as all acts and attempted acts involved in the recruitment, transportation within or across Nigerian borders, purchases, sales, transfer, receipt or harbouring of a person involving the use of deception, coercion or debt bondage for the purpose of placing or holding the person, whether for or not involuntary servitude (domestic, sexual or reproductive) in forced or bonded labour, or in slavery-like conditions”.

Victims of human trafficking include the poor, weak powerless, ignorant, desperate and vulnerable adults mostly women, youth and children. Human trafficking can be either internal or external. Human trafficking is internal when it takes place within a country, while it is external when it takes place across international boundaries. It was discovered that human trafficking started in Nigeria from the second half of the 1980’s when people engaged in it to escape the hardship by the Structural adjustment Programme (SAP) (NAPTIP Newsletter, 2006).

Human trafficking is a modern slavery. Those who engaged in trafficking of persons are often friends, relatives, neighbours and familiar people to victims. Human trafficking is an organized crime. It has a chain of syndicate. In this organized crime, we have the Sponsors, financers and facilitators; There are madams or bosses, supervisors, accomplices or collaborators, aiders and a betters; Victims or persons who are trafficked and exploited

Some of the causes on the part of the victims and traffickers are poverty, ignorance, greed, get-rich syndrome, illiteracy, identity or moral bankruptcy, high demand for cheap and submissive child labourers, false impression of preparation for marriage, unemployment, child fostering, inequalities in the society, disregard for education, conflicts, those orphaned by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, large family size etc. It is apparent that trafficking in persons has, over the years, changed its form, colour and style. It has always been abhorred and denigrated by well-meaning members of the society as uncivilized, brutal and primitive. Government has demonstrated its political will by enacting the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law, 2003 to deal with the problem. It is expected that the civil society, the judiciary, faith-based groups and even the victim, should join hands in ensuring that the law works and offenders are put out of circulation for a better society (Ndaguba, 2005).

Assassination

As the world advances and the stakes in political clashes or will continue to grow on a global scale, the number of assassinations concomitantly multiplies. Assassination is the deliberate killing of an important person, usually a political figure or other strategically important individuals. An assassin is the person who carries out an assassination (Wikipedia, 2006). Assassins have a wide range of reasons for their action. Reasons for attacks include: to achieve notoriety or fame, to avenge a perceived wrong, to end personal pains; to be killed by law enforcement agent, to bring national attention to a perceived problem, to save the country or the world, to achieve a special relationship with the target, to make money, to bring about political change and to settle scores.

It has been found that no assassins or attackers communicated a direct threat about their target to him or to a law enforcement agency before their attack. Many writers on assassinations asserted that most assassins have been mentally ill. Some say that mental illness is the cause

of assassination. Others argued that mental illness is a key factor in understanding assassination behaviour. This argument can be seen in four ways: Assassination is inherently an irrational act. Those who assert that assassins have been mentally ill are implying of a few assassins. Many who consider assassins and attackers to be mentally ill look at the nature of the act itself. Reasonable people abhor the thought of assassination. It is hard to accept the idea that a few persons might see assassinations as acceptable way to resolve their problems and to achieve their goals. With rare exception, trails of assassins and attackers of leaders and celebrities in the past 30 years have featured testimony by mental health professionals to the effect that the defendant was suffering from mental illness at the time of this or her attack and should not be held criminally responsible.

Many scholars such as Freedman (1966), Goode (2002) and Madunagu (2006), are of the opinion that political assassinations are failure of the political system. Inability to penetrate the ruling class frequently results in political assassinations of public figures connected with politics. Failure in politics carries high costs often in relation to loss of human lives. Political assassination occurs when people want to settle scores. This may come in two ways: It is either there is a design, which is calculated to undermine the authority of the government of the day, or Government is using its authority to stifle opposition. In this context, lives are lost, properties are destroyed and people are displaced. Thus, displaced people eventually become refugees in their own country.

Assassination is the end result of a process of thinking and behaviour. Many attackers move through life on a path that leads them to consider assassination of one or another prominent person as an acceptable or even necessary way to improve their situations or resolve their problems. These persons are often relatively bright and well educated. They may appear to be socially isolated, but they often look, dress, and act in ways that do not readily distinguish them from others. At some point, attackers begin to see the idea of assassination as acceptable and desirable. They may gather information about previous assassins, take special interest in one or more potential public officials or figure targets, and becoming famous and notorious. Persons who continue along the path to attack often carefully consider how to carry out an attack. They may visit an office, home or temporary visiting place of their target. Their travels may take them far from home. They may try to learn about security arrangements and see the presence or absence of security as a deterrent or as an opportunity.

Crime Rate In The Country

Nigeria has witnessed high rates of crime and victimization that have defied the measures, introduced by successive regimes, for its management during the past two decades.

According to Osalor (2009): “The scariest undertone of Nigeria’s socio-economic underachievement, by far, is the steady rise in youth crime, nurtured in a climate of increasing national income and the simultaneous failure of employment-generation and poverty alleviation programmes. Armed insurgencies ravaging the oil-rich and volatile Niger Delta region are now competing for space in international headlines with a proliferation of Islamic terrorist offshoots. The season of discontent has especial ramifications for a nation with unemployed millions, and the net effect has been a tragic precipitation of violent crimes: assault, burglary, extortion and kidnapping. Further, decades of social and political turmoil helped turn this strategically located African nation into an established junction for international drug smugglers. Other highlights of Nigeria’s prolific crime syndicates are economic fraud – usually in the form of innovative Internet schemes; money laundering and racketeering”. He stated further that Human development indices for Africa’s second largest economy continue to be appalling despite the country’s bountiful resources, escalating oil fortunes and a vigorous reforms programme initiated after the return of democracy in 1999. He stated further that a

2007 UNDP survey on poverty and extreme deprivation of 108 countries ranked Nigeria at the 80th position, giving it a Human Poverty Index of 37.3 – among the lowest for the entire continent Per capital GDP stands at a meager $1,400 with 54$ of the population living on less than $1 per day, 50 million people, most of them women and children, suffer from nutritional deficiencies. 10% of Nigerians are malnourished and half the population does not have access to safe drinking water. 25% of children below the age of 5 are underweight and 42% display stunted growth. Over 3% of adults in the age group 15 – 49 are infected with HIV/AIDS.

In 1980, the poverty level in Nigerian households with a female head was 27%. The figure rose to 58% by 2015. For a country that earns an estimated $2.2 Million in daily petrodollar revenue, these figures reflect an impudent malaise that has invaded every aspect of Nigerian life.

There are several reasons adduced for increase in crime rate in the country. Akparanta (1994) attempted to provide reasons for urban violence/crime in post civil war Nigeria, arguing that following the war, there was an abundance of guns in private hands and times were hard economically. Accompanied by deterioration in the standard of education, and the lack of specific training in areas relevant for sustaining both the agricultural and the industrial sector, many youths went astray. Another argument was that the continuously unpredictable political atmosphere and lack of progressive management of the economy brought about galloping inflation, ad concentration of wealth in the hands of the few who were in positions of public authority fuelled a sense of hopeless desperation among the masses.

Crime And Development
Odekunle (2005) tried to summarize the import in the following ways: Criminal victimization has serious consequences for the citizens and society. Individual and societal aspirations
for democracy, development, human rights, high standard of living are undermined by high level of criminal victimization. Nigeria has witnessed high rates of crime and victimization that have defied the measures, introduced by successive regimes, for its management during the past two decades.

The cost and consequences of the crime problem for the population and consequences are manifold: in addition to the material loss and/or personal distress caused by actual criminal victimization, there is the debilitating reality of the population’s unquantifiable but costly expenditure of energy and scarce resources on anxious fear of, and precautionary care against potential criminal victimization – fear and care that must arise out of feelings of insecurity and helplessness and out of a situation they must have assessed as probably hopeless. This cost of precaution is one major indication of the population’s perception of the reality of the situation: it should suffice to consider the amount of money and energy expended now-a-days, particularly in urban and semi-urban areas, on the security of a house or a car (!!!), not to mention the inconveniences and curtailment of freedom of movement suffered. For the government itself, there is the cost in terms of credibility. Government’s enjoyment of public confidence depends (in part, at least) on some apparent effectiveness in preventing/controlling criminal victimization of its population and thereby increasing that population’s feeling of security with regard to their individual persons and property, the provision of security is one of the main functions of the state. A state that cannot protect the lives and properties of its nationals is not entitled to their loyalty, it is well on the way to becoming a failed state.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter is connected with the following subheading; Research Design, Area of study, Population of study, Source/Method of data collection and Method of analysis.

3.1
RESEARCH DESIGN

A research design shows the form in which a study was carried out.

The survey research method will be adopted in this work.

Survey research can also be called descriptive research. It is based on information gathered through questionnaire, interviews (oral, written, structured, unstructured etc.), inventories, rating scales, self-report, and observations. It is used to find the meaning and obtain an understanding of the present condition. Survey research method studies large and small populations (universes) by selecting and studying samples from the populations to discover the relative incidence, distribution and interrelations of sociological and psychological variables. (N. T. I. module: PDE 205, 2006 : 5, 6).

3.2
AREA OF STUDY

The study covers the entire State. Enugu State was created in 1991 by the then Military government of Ibrahim Babangida. It was caved out of the old Anambra State. It has seventeen local government areas and fifty six development centres. Eight of the local governments – Enugu North, Enugu South, Enugu East, Nsukka, Oji River, Awgu,Igboeze North and South are classified as urban while the rest are rural. The fifty six development centres were created by the former governor of the state, His Excellency, Dr Chimaraoke Nnamani. He created three development centres out each local government Area and additional one’s from some of the urban local governments.

Secondary data used for this work was collected from the Police headquarters, Enugu. The data covers a period of ten year (1995 – 2004) and involves only reported cases of conventional crime.

3.3
POPULATION OF STUDY

Population refers to all members of a well defined class, people, objects, or events. This population is also known as the target population. The study population is the population about which we can obtain information. Our target population in this study is the entire population of the state which coincides with out study population. The population is the total number of reported cases in Enugu State for the period of 1995 to 2004.

3.4
SOURCE/METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Secondary data was used for this study. The data was collected from the Police headquarters, Enugu. The records unit under the Planning,

Research and Statistics department keeps and maintains reliable records of reported crime incidence in the State. The data collected covers the period under study – 1995 – 2004.

3.5
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

Three methods of analysis will be adopted in this study. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and t-distribution was used to answer some of the research questions as well as determine the hypothesis set for the study-most prevalent crime in the state and if the rate of crime against persons is the same with crime against property. Regression analysis was used to determine the actual trend on crime in the state over the years as well as make forecast on the future trend for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013.

Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) is a technique for partitioning the total variation of a set of data into several components. This type of analysis makes it possible to ascertain the proportion of the total variation attributable to each source of variation in the data set (Onyeka, 1990 : 56).

The t-distribution or student t-distribution is given by:
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Where X is the mean of the sample, u is the population mean, S is the sample standard deviation and n is the sample size.

It belongs to one parameter family of distributions and is completely specified by its degree of freedom r. The t-distribution has many applications but the most important application for which it was originally developed involves testing of hypotheses concerning population mean.

For differences of mean from two random samples of sizes n1 and n2 then the t-distribution is given by:
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The distribution of t is student’s distribution with V = n1 + n2 – 2 degrees of freedom (Spiegel, 2005 : 45).

The simple linear regression model is given as:

	Y
	=
	b0 + b1 X + e

	Where
	b0
	=
	intercept

	
	
	b1
	=
	Slope

	
	
	e
	=
	error term

	
	
	Y
	=
	dependent variable

	
	
	X
	=
	independent variable


The computational formula for the regression parameters b0 and b1 are given by

	b1
	=
	nxy  xy
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where n is the sample size and and Y and X are the mean of the Y and X
values respectively (Mendenhall and Reinmuth, 1982 : 134).

For forecasting, the linear regression model will be projected to obtain future values.

All the analysis will be done via the statistical package for social sciences (SPSS).

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS
This chapter concerns the presentation of data and findings.

4.1
PRESENTATION OF DATA

Secondary data was used in this study. The data on various crimes committed within the state for the period under study i.e. 2001 to 2009 was collected from the records unit of the Planning, Research and Statistics department of the Police Headquarters, Enugu. The data are as presented below:

Table 4.1: Reported cases of crime from 1995 to 2004 See attachment behind

From table 4.1, it is found that a total of 10415 cases were reported for the period understudy. The most reported cases are Assault (3700), Armed Robbery (1470), Grievous Harm(788) and Unlawful Possession of firearms(844) while the least reported cases are Man Slaughter, Kidnapping, Attempted Murder and Murder. For the years, 1997 had the highest number of reported cases(1167), followed by 2000 (1147), 1998(1144) and 1999 (1120) while the least reported number of cases occurred in 2000 (848) followed by 2002(864) and 2004(905).

Table 4.2:
Classification of offences against persons and property

	S/N
	Offences against person
	Frequency
	Offences against property
	frequency

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Murder
	329
	Arson
	472

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Manslaughter
	31
	Store breaking
	604

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Attempted murder
	157
	Burglary
	684

	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Grievous harm
	788
	Forgery
	291

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Assault
	3700
	Armed robbery
	1472

	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Rape
	354
	House breaking
	615

	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Kidnapping
	72
	Unlawful possession
	844

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total
	5431
	Total
	4982

	
	
	
	
	


Source: Enugu State Police Command 2021

From table 4.2, it is found that offences against person are 5431 and greater than offences against property which is 4982. Under offences against persons, Assault is the highest followed by Grievous Harm and Rape. The least reported cases on offences against persons are Man Slaughter followed by kidnapping and Attempted Murder while Murder falls in between. On offences against property, Armed Robbery is highest followed by Unlawful Possession of firearms and Burglary. The least reported cases on offences against property are Forgery followed by Arson, House and Store Breaking remains in between.

Table 4.3
Summary of Reported Cases Against year

	S/N
	YEAR
	TOTAL REPORTED CASES
	AVERAGE

	
	
	
	

	1
	1995
	996
	76.62

	
	
	
	

	2
	1996
	1111
	79.40

	
	
	
	

	3
	1997
	1167
	89.77

	
	
	
	

	4
	1998
	1144
	81.71

	
	
	
	

	5
	1999
	1120
	80

	
	
	
	

	6
	2000
	1147
	81.93

	
	
	
	

	7
	2001
	1113
	79.50

	
	
	
	

	8
	2002
	864
	61.71

	
	
	
	

	9
	2003
	848
	60.57

	
	
	
	

	10
	2004
	905
	64.64

	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	10,415
	64.64

	
	
	
	


Source: Enugu State Police Command 2021

From table 4.3, it is found that the rate of crime was increasing from the year 1995 to 1997  and actually peaked in 1997. There was also a gradual decline in crime rate from the year 2001 to 2004. The period 1997 to 2000 witnessed high crime rate. This is not unusual considering that 2002 preceded the election year of 2003. Some notable political figures in the country described the election then as a do or die affair, consequently, thugs were recruited and fully armed to the teeth. It is worthy to note that

these thugs will always resort to crime when not fully engaged in political or other meaningful activity.

4.2 ANALYSIS OF DATA

In order to achieve the aims and test the hypothesis setout in this study, various statistical methodologies were applied via computer analysis using the SPSS package. The aims and hypothesis were analyzed one after the other for clarity.

4.2.1 Comparison of Mean Values

To ascertain the most rampant form of crime committed in the state for the period under study, a comparison of the mean occurrence for the various crimes as shown in table 4.1. was carried out.

See Appendix 1 for the SPSS output.
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	YEAR
	MURDER
	MANSLAUGHTER
	ATTEMPTEDMURDER
	GRIVIOS 3HARM
	ASSULT4
	
	RAPE5
	KIDNAPING6
	ARSON7
	AUTOMOBILETHEFT
	BURGLARY9
	FOREGERY10
	ARMEDROVEERY
	HOUSEBREAKING2
	UNLAFULPASSION
	TOTAL
	AVERAGE15

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1995
	26
	5
	1
	84
	387
	
	29
	-
	36
	54
	82
	33
	136
	43
	80
	996
	76.62

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1996
	32
	2
	2
	101
	430
	
	32
	2
	37
	70
	71
	32
	137
	60
	103
	1111
	79.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1997
	45
	3
	5
	98
	407
	
	64
	-
	48
	72
	74
	35
	148
	67
	101
	1167
	89.77

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1998
	31
	2
	7
	95
	404
	
	62
	5
	53
	67
	72
	34
	153
	65
	94
	1144
	81.71

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1999
	32
	3
	20
	99
	386
	
	28
	1
	56
	65
	76
	30
	156
	66
	102
	1120
	80

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000
	25
	2
	21
	98
	401
	
	26
	2
	55
	73
	83
	33
	155
	69
	104
	1147
	81.93

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2001
	43
	6
	30
	89
	385
	
	27
	10
	44
	65
	73
	28
	144
	72
	97
	1113
	79.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002
	23
	5
	21
	54
	300
	
	48
	12
	37
	48
	49
	20
	137
	53
	57
	864
	61.71

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003
	38
	3
	26
	34
	288
	
	18
	16
	52
	42
	51
	23
	152
	59
	46
	848
	60.57

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004
	34
	2
	24
	36
	312
	
	20
	24
	54
	48
	53
	23
	154
	61
	60
	905
	64.64

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	329
	31
	157
	788
	3700
	
	354
	72
	472
	604
	684
	291
	1472
	615
	844
	10415
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source:  Enugu State Police Command

Findings: From SPSS output, it is obvious that there are differences among the mean rate occurrence for various crimes for the period under study. Before establishing the most rampant form of crime, further testing using a one way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was carried out to find out if the differences were statistically significant.

Test of Hypothesis

H0: There are no significant differences in the mean rate occurrence for various crimes committed in Enugu state.

H1: There are significant differences in the mean rate occurrence for various crimes committed in Enugu state.

Decision Rule

If Fcal > Ftab at 95% level of significance (i.e. α = 0.05), we reject H0 and accept H1 and conclude that there are significant differences in the mean rate of occurrence for various crimes committed in Enugu State.

Analysis:

See Appendix 2 for the SPSS output.

Findings: From the SPSS output, it is obvious that the Fcal = 252 is greater than F(0.95, 9.13) = 3.07, we therefore, reject H0 and accept H1 and conclude that the differences in mean rate of occurrence for various crimes committed in Enugu State for the period under study are statistically significant. From their various mean values, the rate of various crimes are ranked from the highest to the least as follows: Assault, Armed robbery, Unlawful possession, Grievous Harm, Burglary, House breaking, Automobile theft, Arson, Rape, Murder, Man Slaughter, Forgery and Kidnapping. This implies that the most rampant crime in Enugu state is Assault, while the least committed crime is kidnapping. A closer look at the figures for kidnapping shows a sharp rise from 2000 to present day and it is about the most under reported crime.

The t-test was also applied to test the hypothesis if there are significant differences in the rate of crime against persons and crime against property using data in table 4.2

Test of Hypothesis

H0: There are no significant differences in the rate of crime committed against persons and that against property.

H1: There are significant differences in the rate of crime committed against persons and that against property.

Decision Rule

If tcal > ttab at 95% level of significance (i.e. α = 0.05) we reject H0 and accept H1 and conclude that there are significant differences in the rate of crime committed against persons and that against property.

Analysis

See Appendix 3 for the SPSS output

Findings: From the SPSS output, it is obvious that the tcal = 2.456 is greater than ttab = 2.36, we therefore, reject the H0 and accept H1 and conclude that there are significant differences in the rate of crime committed against persons and that against property. This implies that the mean rates of crime against persons are higher than that against property.

CRIME REPORT ESTIMATION AND FORECASTING

On crimes report estimation and formulation of the forecasting model, the simple linear regression analysis was carried out using data in table 4.3.

Analysis

See Appendix 4 for the SPSS output

Findings: From the SPSS output, it implies that the regression equation as well as the forecasting model is given as

Y = 88.406 – 2.331x

The negative sign of b1 = -2.331 indicates decline instead of increase and justifies the acceptance of the null hypothesis, Ho that there are no significant increase in the trend for crime as the year progresses.

The following trend estimates were obtained.

	S/N
	YEAR
	TOTAL
	AVERAGE
	TREND ESTIMATE

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	1995
	996
	76.62
	86.08

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	1996
	1111
	79.40
	83.74

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	1997
	1167
	89.77
	81.41

	
	
	
	
	

	4
	1998
	1144
	81.71
	79.08

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	1999
	1120
	80
	76.75

	
	
	
	
	

	6
	2000
	1147
	81.93
	74.42

	
	
	
	
	

	7
	2001
	1113
	79.50
	72.09

	
	
	
	
	

	8
	2002
	864
	61.71
	69.76

	
	
	
	
	

	9
	2003
	848
	60.57
	67.43

	
	
	
	
	

	10
	2004
	905
	64.64
	65.10

	
	
	
	
	

	11
	2005
	*
	*
	62.77

	
	
	
	
	

	12
	2006
	*
	*
	60.43

	
	
	
	
	

	13
	2007
	*
	*
	58.10

	
	
	
	
	

	14
	2008
	*
	*
	55.77

	
	
	
	
	


The graphs of the series with the estimated trend are shown in figure 1 and 2 in the appendix.

From the estimated trend, the forecast and the graph as shown, the trend is decreasing at the rate of 2.33 percent. This implies that crime rate is expected to reduce as the years go by.

The forecast made for the average crime rate in the state for 2005, 2006 and 2007 are as follows 60.43, 58.10, and 55.77 respectively.

DISCUSSION OF FINDING
CAUSES/ MOTIVATION FOR CRIME
No society is free from crime and this has being attributed to many reasons like unemployment, Hunger, Greed etc. The major causes of crime in the state was found to be complex changes in economic, social and cultural factors unemployment, dysfunctional facilities, poor education, child abuses, substance abuse, economic inequality and community breakdown. These findings are not at variance with findings in other studies. Herman (2009) listed six common reasons for crime in a society that we should be aware of as lack of proper education and judgment, poverty, lack of parental supervision, influence of media and environment.

Albert (1994) identified causes of urban violence/crime in Africa. These include: high population growth rates with its attendant unemployment, poor living conditions, urban culture shocks, and poor quality of urban management that is manifested in the crisis in health care, transportation, housing and employment. Apart from complex changes in economic, social and cultural factors, all other indices are as a result of poverty. Poverty remains a challenges and the main cause of rise in crime in most of the developing societies. In most developing societies endowed with natural resources, poverty results out of bad leadership. In the Nigerian case, it is a failure of leadership both at the national and state levels.

Agugua (2010) stated that “Nigeria is a society that is enmeshed in low intensity warfare; a society that is at war with itself. Because people placed in authority are not actually doing what they are supposed to be doing. The leadership has not really defined the Nigerian state for what it should be to an average Nigerian and act according in meeting up with the expectations and yearnings of the people. Instead, those in higher echelon of the society are standing the logic of development, which is anchored on not how to add to the welfare of those who have little or nothing, on its head. The outcome is that more and more segment of the society was made poorer, while lesser and lesser number of people who control the instrument of state uses it to drain the resources of the country.” He stated further that “given this scenario, those alienated from the resources of the nation are forced into crime to stabilize themselves. They are taking to robbery and kidnapping principally because they lack access to what it takes to have a decent life. Because in Nigeria, we are witnessing a situation whereby government lacks the foresight to define what the people want”.

Still on leadership Dumo (2012:12)stated that “this administration is stared in the face with series of socio-political and economic problems. Infrastructures across the country continue to rot in the face of increasing neglect while most public amenities suffer serious decay and dilapidation. Sadly, this has left devastating effect on the living condition of the people with more than half of its citizen now living below the line. Shockingly, government appears lost on a way out of this clog.” Our case in Nigeria is that of a resource cause theory.

On complex changes in economic, social and cultural factors, it is easily noticed that there is rapid growth of urban centers as well as urban slums. These bring about a break in the family ties as well as break in forces which inhibit a break of criminal behavior. Miller (1987) observed that “in traditional society, the individual was surrounded by all his relatives and this family determines his career and his ambition. The group cares for him in cases of sickness, accidents, old age and emergencies. This large family moreover was supported by the surrounding community which was also harmonious in its traditional culture. The social community provides few opportunities for individualism in behavior only a few crimes were committed in the group.

MOST PREVALENT FORM OF CRIME IN ENUGU STATE

From the findings, the rate of occurrence of major forms of crime in Enugu State can be ranked as follows – Assault, Armed Robbery, Unlawful Possession, Arson, Grievous Harm, Burglary, House Breaking Automobile theft, Rape, Murder, manslaughter, forgery and kidnapping.

Incidence of crime against persons is also found to be higher than that on properties in Enugu state for the period under study. This finding is at variance with some findings in other studies. Clarke (1993) posits that economic development increases criminal opportunities with respect to property crime, e.g., theft, robbery, burglary, etc. because personal property is now more valuable and portable. And as the valuable good become more widely distributed in society, the consciousness of risk and need for protection becomes more generalized. However, this finding will be understood from the point that most people tend to resist being dispossessed of their property leading to grievous harm or ever death in some cases.

CRIME TREND FROM 1995 TO 2004 IN THE STATE

The findings from the trend and forecast show a 2.33 percent decline in crime rate in the state. The percentage decline is very insignificant. This result should not be surprising. The crime rate is actually decreasing but many criminals are abandoning other form of crime to venture into cyber crime and kidnapping which are more lucrative and less frequent when compared to others. A cursory look at the figures in table 4.1 show that while others forms of crime are decreasing with time,that of kidnapping continues to increase more especially from 2000 till present day. On this Dike (2012:5) stated that “the rising wave of crime especially kidnapping is grinding social lives to half. Night life has disappeared in almost all the cities in the south east. Occasions like marriage and burial ceremonies that used to be events for those who have to show off their wealth are now matters of serious security concern in most parts of the south east. The social dislocation is so much that indigenes now prefer to marry and bury their relatives in places of their abode like Abuja and Lagos.”

The efforts of the government in the state may also have contributed to the declining trend pattern. The government has continuously and periodically donated patrol vans and other crime fighting equipment to security in the state to help in combating crime.

CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION, RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY
This chapter deals with the conclusion, recommendations and suggestion for further studies.
5.1
CONCLUSION:
Poverty remains a key challenge and the main cause of rise in crime in most of the development societies. Poverty results out of bad leadership. In the Nigeria case, it is failure of leadership both at national and state levels. Ours is a case of resource cause theory.
From petty crime to high-scale security threats, the situation appears to be getting out of hand. Armed groups are having a field day so also are other criminal elements devising new means of remaining in the trade. If the situation is not quickly curtailed, it will harshly hamper the growth of Nigeria‟s economy, thereby showing the pace of development across the densely populated nation. Nobody wants to invest or do business in a place that is not safe. The poor state of security is threatening the growth of the economy.

The government should go beyond periodic donations of patrol vehicles, gunboats and other crime fighting equipments and critically address the core issues bedeviling the force and the society at large which of course is poverty.
5.2
RECOMMENDATIONS:
Based on the findings made, the following recommendations are made to help reduce crime rate in the state. Preserving political stability and effectiveness of democratic institutions to effectively pursue youth and employment revival, revamping the education system to coincide with local imperatives especially with regards to vocational training and skill development, rehabilitating criminal elements by equipping them with practical skills and returning them to mainstream activities, Enforcing creative poverty alleviation schemes that promote rapid enterprise development in both urban and rural areas, fighting institutional corruption and bureaucratic decadence in government agencies for effective policy implementation and revamping of the agricultural sector of the economy. This will not only feed the nation but create massive employment opportunities to the people.
5.3
SUGGESTION FOR FURTHER STUDIES:
Having examined the causes as well as crime reports cases in Enugu state, it will be worth while for further research works to be done along the following lines: Investigating on crime and independent variables like age and sex as well as how they influence crime rate in the state, the extent of police performance in crime control and complexity in crime rate in the state, motivations for cult membership –attacks and reprisal in Nigeria tertiary institutions and extent of prostitution in tertiary institutions in Enugu state.
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APPENDIX 1

MEANS TABLES=values BY offences /CELLS MEAN COUNT STDDEV. Means
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APPENDIX 2

ONEWAY values BY offences
/MISSING ANALYSIS.

Oneway
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APPENDIX 4

Regression
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a. Dependent Variable: CRIME

FIGURE 1: GRAPH FOR AVERAGE CRIME RATE AGAINST YEAR


FIGURE 2: GRAPH FOR AVERAGE CRIME RATE AND ESTIMATED TREND AGAINST YEAR


Series 1 = aver crime rate over the years

Series 2 = Trend Estimate

