ATTITUDES OF UNDERGRADUATE YOUTHS TOWARD DEMOCRATIC VALUES: IMPLICATION FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

ABSTRACT

This research work sought to assess the attitude of undergraduate youths toward democratic values and the implication these would have on social studies education in Nigeria.  The youths of Nigeria has been confirmed to form the bulk of the citizens which is the decision making group in the society.  The lack of a democratic attitude of mind has been identified as the major obstacle that has mar democratic consolidation in Nigeria.  Thus, both elites and youths have been observed to surprisingly shown weak commitment to the basic symbols and values of democracy.  The youths must possess a good grapse of democratic values which will aid, guide and direct their conducts in the discharge of their civic responsibilities.  And that the possession of democratic values is not only essential for youths to participate in democracy but is essential for them to participate well and positively.
In order to carry out this study, nine research questions were raised to investigate the attitude of youths to some selected democratic values.  The survey research design, using the descriptive method was employed in the study.  Six hundred subjects were selected from the four universities in Edo State.  The study made use of the frequency and percentage statistical tools to analyze the research questions raised and t-test for the hypotheses raised.
At the end of analysis the following underlisted findings were arrived at; that:
Youths hold the values of respect and tolerance in high esteem why discharging their civic duties.
Youths hold in high regard the virtues of equality and the rule of law as a necessary tool for effective civil participation.
Youths hold in high regard the value of one-man-one vote during civic practices (why exercising their franchise).
Youths hold in high esteem the virtues of honesty and patriotism why carrying out their civic duties, etc.
And based on the above findings, some useful suggestions and recommendations were offered and were as follows; that:
Social studies curriculum selection and organization should be reviewed regularly to cater for the constant changes in societal values, attitudes and behaviours which tend to affect citizens adherence to democratic values.
New democratic values such as transparency, due process, your vote must count and one-man-one vote etc that are currently gaining access into Nigeria core democratic values need to as a matter of urgency be introduced into social study curriculum.
All agencies, bodies, organizations like INEC, NOA, civil society groups and Non-Governmental Organizations should assist to create the awareness, understanding and internalization of democratic values in youths that have missed the opportunity of been imparted with such values through social studies teachings.
These suggestions and others if carried out would help to forestall/reduce the undemocratic attitude and behaviours prevalence in our society.
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1
Background to the Study
Citizens are the hearts and soul of democracy and hence there must be active and informed involvement of the people at all levels of governance as willing participants in defining and maintaining their democracy.  The youths of any society are a potential force to reckon with in that society, Nigeria not exempted.  They constitute a large chunks of the decision making groups in the society.  The Nigerian youths form the bulk of the citizens which is the decision making groups in our democracy.  Youths must not be onlookers but the driving force behind democracy and their participation must not be limited to elections only, but a continuing engagement with the process of democratic governance.  In line with this assertion, NERDC (2005) agreed that, The role of the youths as electorates does not just stop at voting.  The youths must constantly engage in the political process in order to strengthen democracy.  Thus, the youths must ensure that government policies truly represent people’s best interest and not those of a handful of rulers.
Corroborating the above assertion, NOA (2006) posited that, For democracy to succeed, citizens must be active, not passive, because the success or failure of the government is their collective responsibility.  The citizens must ensure that they shape the government of their choosing. The youths can individually, collectively and through various civil society groups get mobilized and involved in citizenship and governance by joining political parties and contesting elective offices wherein they can influence government policies and programmes. To participate well in democratic activities, the youths must possess a good grapse of democratic values which will aid, guide and direct their conducts in the discharge of their civic responsibilities.  In line with this, NOA(2006) asserts that: “For democracy to be sustained, it is essential that citizenry possess the requisite skills, demonstrate the values, and display the behaviours that accord democracy”.  That is democracy is nurtured and sustained only when democratic values are rooted in the minds and actions of citizens (NOA, 2006).
Ojo in Iyoha, Aghayere and Oviasuyi (2003) advanced that “it is required at the level of both elites and the youths that attitude and behaviour supportive of democratic consolidation be appropriately developed”.  Thus, it is crystally clear that the possession of democratic values is not only essential for youths to participate in democracy but are essential for them to participate well and positively. CIVITAS (1991) and Avaro (2001) defined democratic values “as the fundamental beliefs and constitutional principles which guide the democratic government put in place in a particular society”.  They are ethos that regulate the extend, level and involvement of participants in a democracy.  CIVITAS and Avaro went ahead to identify and itemize life, liberty, pursuit of happiness, the common good, justice, equality, diversity, truth, popular sovereignty and patriotism as fundamental beliefs.  And rule of law, separation of powers, representative government, check and balances, individual rights, freedom of religion, federalism and civil control of military as constitutional principles, both making up the American core democratic values. Most of these core democratic values identified by CIVTAS and Avaro were derived from the speeches of American presidents, chiefly by Thomas Jefferson. Here in Nigeria, it need to be pointed out that there is no unanimous agreement as to what constitute our democratic values or that there is no single document that contain such values as in the case of the U.S and other older democracies. What we can distill as our democratic values are excerpts from our constitution, speeches of past leaders and governments and writings contained in some available literature.  A thorough search and comparison of findings with that of the U.S core democratic values. The researcher concludes that the following values of happy life, freedom, equality(one-man-one vote), justice, toleration of diversity, unity(national integration), national loyalty(as against sectional loyalty), rule of law, separation of powers, checks and balances, transparency, patriotism, dignity of human person, representative government, self-reliance, due process, electoral credibility(citizens vote must count), common good(acting in the best interest), popular consent, supremacy of the people, toleration of opposition and legitimacy are Nigeria’s core democratic values. While the underlisted values of honesty, discipline, integrity, dignity of labour, humaneness, mutual respect, orderliness etc. should remain simply as democratic values or civic values or traits that make democracy possible (FGN, 1999; Ojo in Iyoha et al, 2003; NERDC, 2005 & Nnamdi, 2009). So the decision of the youths to participate or not to participate depends on their awareness adherence and internationalization of these democratic values and this has serious consequences on democracy and the general polity.  And it is in turn determined by the factors of or the interplay of political culture, civic or citizenship education and the political experiences of the society in question.  Ojo in Iyoha, et al (2003) advanced that “the lack of development of democratic attitude (values) is one major obstacle that has mar democratic consolidation in Nigeria.  Thus, it is the obstacle to youths positive participation in our democracy”.  However, Nigerian youths have contributed immensely to the growth and development of their various communities and the country in general.  Their struggle and move have always been a sacrificial one which outcomes are not only their selfish interest alone but for the generality of the people (Aghayere in Iyoha, et al, 2003).  Aghayere (2007) further asserts that, Nigerian youths, particularly Nigerian students, have been known for their active participation in nation building.  Their sustained struggles and agitation against colonial exploitation and domination of the political system, amongst others, paved the way for the termination of colonial rule and attainment of independence. The youths also played important roles of facilitating the democratization of Nigeria (demilitarization of Nigeria).  Their selfless activities largely contributed to the enthronement of democratic rule that culminated in the 1979 and 1983 civilian rule in Nigeria.  The youths protest that greeted the annulment of the June 12, 1993 presidential election cannot go unmentioned. Contributing to this, NOA (2006) also identified other areas of youths positive participation in democratic governance.  These it outlined to include the following activities, Meeting with political officials to express their concerns and desires, petitioning and demonstrating peacefully, voting, registering, contesting elective offices, demanding accountability from elected representatives, scrutinizing and criticizing government policies, writing articles in newspapers, boycotts and labour unions strikes. In addition to these, the youths also served as Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) staff, provided services or items (electoral materials) to INEC as self employed youths and defended their vote casted when results were hijacked by political warlords. On the other hand, most of the actions and involvement of Nigerian youths have portrayed negative influence on our democracy and the polity in general.  In line with this view, Ojo in Iyoha, et al (2003) pointed out that, Much of the deviance in political behaviour can be traced to the youths and are correctly attributed to lack of a democratic attitude of mind.  The ultimate manifestation of the absence of a democratic attitude of mind is electoral rigging, intolerance of political dissent, alternative or opposing view points. He asserts further that “both the elites and youths have surprisingly shown weak commitment to basic symbols and values of democracy”.  Hence, there is serious manifestation of greed, inordinate ambition to win power, thuggery, dishonesty, personalization of political/public offices, insincerity, disrespect for others, intolerance etc in our national polity. The disposition that forms democratic ethos are not inherited or passed down through the genetic mode; it is required that each generation of society learn civic facts, explore democratic ideas and values and connect such concepts to the responsibility of citizenship.  Such disposition must be fostered and internalized by word, study and by power of example.  It is in this regard social studies as a school subject is highly imperative in fostering these learnings and to sustain our nascent democracy. The many years of military rule in Nigeria have been marred by uncivil political behaviours that ranged from political apathy to electoral fraud.  The attendant effect has been lack of popular participation, and disengagement of many Nigerians, particularly youths, from political processes.  These development suggest weak civil support for democratic values and institutions. The focus of this study is to ascertain the extent to which youths are aware/unaware, have positively/negatively internalized these democratic values in the discharge of their civic duties and more importantly, the extent to which social studies education can help to learn or unlearn these values in youths. As pointed out earlier that democracy is nurtured and sustained only when democratic values are rooted in the minds and actions of citizens.  Civic and citizenship education, which are vital aspects of social studies is essential in the inculcation and entrenchment of these vital knowledge, values and actions in citizenry.  This brings to mind the definition of social studies given by Kissock (1981) when he defined social studies as a programme of study which a society use to instill in students the knowledge, skills, values, and actions it considers important according to the relationship human beings have with each other, their world and themselves (Iyamu and Onyeson, 1991).  To Kissock, social studies can be used to instill in learners those desirable attitudes and actions (i.e. democratic attitudes and values) that a society feels desirable to its survival as a people. Youths acquire the status of citizenship in any particular society after undergoing certain psychological awareness and social training as well as some specific skills (Aghayere in Iyoha, et al, 2003).  The age at which such is reached varies from society to society.  But subscribing to the argument of Agbebaku  and Agbebaku(2007) that, “youths in Nigeria are people normally between the ages of 18 to 45 years”.  Their reasons for the choices of 18 as the lower age was derived from the fact that the 1999 constitution of Nigeria sets that mark as the minimum acceptable voting age for Nigerians.  And that of 45; it is the peak where people still demonstrate youthfulness and energy for civic activities.  Therefore, for the purpose of this study, Nigerian undergraduate youths will mean persons between the ages of 18 and 45 years who are currently undergoing their first degree programmes in any Nigerian universities.
1.2
Statement of the Problem

 This study was undertaken to investigate the perception of Nigerian youths of democratic values.  From experience with youths during elections and civic activities, the extent to which youths are aware of, understand and/or have internalized these values is not certain.  This has serious implication for social studies education, our democracy and the Nigerian nation as a whole.  Thus, there is apprehension when one takes a cursory look at the undemocratic attitudes, level of incivility prevalence among our youths and the ultimate manifestation of negative behaviours such as electoral rigging; kidnapping/killing of political opponents; writing or sponsoring the publications of damaging articles in our media; tearing, removal or defacing of posters belonging to political opponents/parties; youths enlisting into various cult groups to be used as party kingpins/political thugs; the general apathy/indifference of many youths to elections and democratic process; youths mortgaging their conscience after being induced with meagre amount of money or materials like face-caps, T-shirts, umbrellas etc to support the wrong candidates/parties knowing fully well they have no political will and the reputation to deliver on electoral promises and thereafter put their future in jeopardy and perpetual wants. The end result is bad leadership/government, high number of electoral cases in court, lack of basic infrastructure, unemployment, and underdevelopment.  Recently, the National Orientation Agencies, has embarked on mass mobilization to raise people’s awareness of democratic values in the country.  Even at that, what can we say about the present perception of Nigerian youths of democratic values?  How much does social studies have to offer in promoting these values in the youths?
1.3
Purpose of the Study
This study was carried out to assess the attitude and conduct of Nigerian youths so as to ascertain the extent to which they are aware, understand, and have imbibed the democratic values that guide Nigerian democratic process; the extent to which democratic values regulate our youths as participants in the various democratic processes.
Specifically, it is to find out the attitude of youths toward:
the virtues of respect and tolerance while indulging in/carrying out political activities;
the virtues of honesty and patriotism while discharging their civic duties;
transparency and following due process in their civic practices;
the provision of justice for every citizens in our democracy;
equality of every citizens in our democracy;
the principle of one-man-one vote in the political process;
freedom of action in the democratic process.
1.4
Research Questions
The following underlisted research questions were raised to investigate the study:
1, What is the attitude of youths to the virtues of respect and tolerance in the political process?
2, What is the attitude of youths to the virtues of honesty and patriotism in the democratic process?
3, What is the attitude of youths to the virtues of transparency and due process in the democratic process?
4, What is the attitude of youths to the provision of justice in our democratic process?
 5, What is the attitude of youths to the provision of freedom of action in our democratic process?
6, What is the attitude of the youths to the virtues of equality and the rule of law in the political process?
7, What is the attitude of the youths to the principle of one-man-one vote in the political process?
 8, Does the attitude of the students in public universities toward democratic values differ from those of the private universities?
   9, Does the attitude of full-Time students towards democratic values differ from those of the Part-Time students?
1.5
Hypotheses
H0:The Attitude of students in public universities towards democratic values do not differ significantly from those of the private universities.
H0:The attitude of full-time students towards democratic values do not differ significantly from those of part-time students.
1.6
Significance of the Study
This study was undertaken at the time the Nigerian state is passing through a trying moment in its democratization process.
The study will specifically expose what social studies as a school subject has done so far in terms of citizenship transmission – producing citizens (youths) that are civically conscious, responsible and competent.  And the lapses in the school subject why it is not living up to expectation.
The work will also be useful to curriculum developers when deciding which subjects should feature as core; and at which level should they feature and when should they not.  That social studies education terminating in JSS III in our school system before now has done great disservice to good citizenship transmission.  And thanks to the newly introduced civic education that will be offered at senior secondary school (SSS) in our schools.
The study will also be useful in identifying the democratic values that would be taught to the youths in our school system.  It will also be useful in the informal settings or gatherings organized by MAMSER, INEC, political parties such as rallies venues, campaign grounds, sensitization programmes etc as there is acute limited work or literature on the concept, democratic values.
It will also help to identify the undemocratic attitudes and behaviour Nigerian youths are associated with/indulged in our democratic process so as to provide INEC, security agents and political parties with the adequate information and possible ways of forestalling such ugly menace.
Finally, it will help to correct the attitude of indifference and general apathy of many Nigerian youths to electoral process and democracy in general.  That is to sensitize the youths to be a part and parcel of the mechanism that makes and shapes the decisions and policies that determine their future rather than living it in the hands of few elites who are selfish and parochial in their judgments.  And why acting in this capacity to imbibe the democratic ethos that ensure electoral credibility and democratic consolidation.
1.7
Scope of the study
The scope of this study was restricted to the attitude of Nigerian youths within the ages of 18 and 45 years of democratic values.  The composition of youths for this study was made up of undergraduate students of the universities in Edo State.  In a nutshell, the study is restricted to the attitude of subjects in Edo State but the findings will generalized on the entire Nigerian undergraduate youths.

1.8
limitation of the study

Some of the major constraints the researchers encountered in putting up this research include lack of time, lack of willingness to give information by respondent and also limited resources.
1.9
Definition of Terms
The core words or concept are defined operationally as used in this study:
Democratic Values:   Are the fundamental belief and the constitutional principle which guide the democratic government put in place in a particular society.  They are the ethos that regulate the extent, level and the involvement of participants in a democracy. Examples are rule of law, patriotism, equality, freedom, self-reliance, the common good, justice, toleration of diversity, transparency, etc.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework
Chapter Summary

2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The Concept of Democracy 
The concept of democracy mostly appears in Life Knowledge and Human 
Rights, Citizenship, and Democracy textbooks at the primary school level3 , 
in Social Studies textbooks at the middle school level, and in Democracy and Human Rights textbooks in secondary education. These textbooks largely deal with the concept of democracy at a theoretical level and lack examples of how democracy is currently practised. Democracy is largely defined through the mode of government, elections, and rights, whereas freedoms are given little coverage. Problems facing democracy in practice and steps to improve democracy also receive little coverage. The Democracy and Human Rights textbook, on the other hand, could be consid
ered an exception in this regard. Although this book suffers most of the above-mentioned weaknesses, in comparison with the other textbooks that have been analysed, the book attempts to include a broader discussion of the concept of democracy by using more varied references to it. However, considering that the main concern of the book is teaching democracy and human rights, as the name suggests, the definition and treatment of the concept of democracy are still poor. Moreover, the book lacks a comprehensive definition or discussion of democracy. The book deals with the notion of democracy only in chapter4 abstracts and “factual information” 
sections (a section that is literally called “information note” and includes definitions of concepts and factual information related to them). The book avoids providing an exact definition of democracy and discussing the concept with reference to this definition. Only the definitions of Abraham Lincoln and Jürgen Habermas are quoted. Abraham Lincoln is quoted to define democracy as “Government of the people, by the people, for the people” (p. 14), while Jürgen Habermas is quoted as saying, “Democracy is a process of collective will-formation” (p. 19). These two definitions are quoted in different sections, without being made to enter into a dialogue. One 
of the main problems in this discussion is the lack of engagement with the various ways democracy was defined, dealt with, and experienced at different points throughout history. Although the book includes some information on ancient Greek city-states, medieval England, and some 18th_century states such as the United States, France, and Ottoman Empire, this account is more like a set of chronological information. Although not clearly defined, the concept of democracy is discussed in 
an embedded way through various contexts. Contrary to what might be expected from the name of the book, the Human Rights, Citizenship, and Democracy textbook does not include a definition of democracy, and the word democracy and its derivatives are included only in the following three sentences: “In democratic societies when people are exposed to injustice, they settle their problems through reconciliation” (p. 34); “People in a democratic society should adopt the culture of living together” (p. 69); “Being an active citizen is highly valued in societies that have internalized the cul
ture of democracy” (p.96). The word “democratic” is defined in the glossary 
of the book as “in accordance with democracy” (p.106). As can be seen in 
the following paragraphs, the Grade 8 and 12 History of Revolutions and 
Atatürkism textbooks also include a very limited definition of the concept 
of democracy: A republican system of government is based on a nation’s will and 
democratic way of life. It means that sovereignty, which means the authority to speak and decide, belongs to the nation itself rather than a privileged group. As Ataturk said, “a republican regime means a system of democratic state rule.” Rulers in this system are elected by the people for a particular period of time. While serving their duties, the elected act in accordance with the needs and expectations of the people (Grade 8 History of Revolutions and Ataturkism, 2018, p. 108).Democracy is a political system whereby people are able to freely exercise their choices. The most ideal system where democracy can be actualized is a republican regime because in this system the right 
to speak belongs to the nation. This is called national sovereignty. The right to execute the national will belongs to the parliament (Grade 12 History of Revolutions and Ataturkism, 2018, p. 101)Elections and political parties are among the most emphasized distinctive characteristics of democracy. The textbooks emphasize the importance of the right to vote and voting in elections and present elections for the 
class or school representative or the board of school clubs as examples of participation in government. Contrary to the expectation of a more comprehensive treatment of the concept, democracy is illustrated in the Democracy and Human Rights textbook through the visual of a ballot box, while dimensions of democracy beyond elections are disregarded (p.11):Although elections receive the most attention as defining features of democracy in the textbooks, information on democratic election processes is almost non-existent. For example, in the Democracy and Human Rights textbook, the section entitled “The Functioning of the Democratic System 
in Our Country” includes no information on democratic election processes, contrary to what the title promises. Moreover, there is no attempt to explain the distinction between a referendum and general elections or the different processes they entail despite the mention of the April 2017 constitutional change referendum and the June 2018 general elections in the section covering the presidential government system. 
by their inadequate treatment of the concept.“In countries with democratic regimes all sorts of decisions must be made in accordance with the principles of human rights” (p. 197). Also, while discussing the principle of secularism/laicism, it is stated that “Democracy is a regime that can be practised only under such [laicism] conditions.” On the other hand, the Grade 7 Social Studies textbook lists participation, freedom, pluralism, national5 sovereignty, and equality as fundamental principles of democracy (p. 197), which differ from those listed in the Democracy and Human Rights textbook. Due to the occasional overemphasis of the concepts of “unity and cohesion”, notions of diversity, pluralism, and difference that the textbooks associate with democracy tend to undergo a contextual shift or breakdown in meaning. It is understandable that the notions of unity and diversity are operationalised simultaneously because, as Osler and Starkey (2006) indicate, in an era of globalisation and resultant migration, one of the basic concerns of civic education is to promote a certain set of values to which all citizens are committed, on the one hand, and the willingness to appreciate and acknowledge diversity and differences, on the other. However, overemphasis on unity and cohesion at the expense of other concepts makes it impossible to operationalise unity and diversity together. An example of this can be given from the chapter “A Pluralistic Approach to Diversity”, in the Democracy and Human Rights textbook, in which the concept of 
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diversity is discussed under the title “Societal Diversity is Wealth” (p. 93) and elaborated through the use of the expression “unity in diversity.” In this conceptualisation, the concept of diversity is further distanced from the essence of democracy due to the emphasis that patriotism, hospitality, and tolerance, which are stated as unifying principles, should be adopted by all citizens. Moreover, in the same chapter, while discussing the concept of society, the book emphasizes the state of being “national” (milli) through reference to a common language, religion, and history (p. 96), whereas it could alternatively emphasize and promote pluralism as an inherent value of democratic societies. Moreover, the discussion becomes completely decoupled from the context of democracy and human rights when the book mentions a certain set of developments as “undesirable”, that is, “not participating in national and religious feasts”, “the decline of past patterns of neighbourhood relationships”, “[traditional] ‘values’ not being adopted by the new generation”, and “recent degeneration” (yozlaşma) (p. 96).In addition to the limited treatment of the concept of democracy, as 
seen in the above examples, some of the textbooks deal with the concept of democracy in the context of the distant past rather than current practices and experiences. This tendency is most evident in the Grade 7 Social Studies and Grade 10 History textbooks and the Democracy and Human Rights textbook. For instance, it is emphasized in the Grade 7 Social Studies textbook that the practice of convening the Council (Kurultay) in the early Turkish states of Central Asia attests to the existence of democracy in the state tradition of the Turks, and “respect for humans and valuing them” are stated as distinctive characteristics of democracy (p. 199). Building on these ideas, the book describes pious foundations (hereafter vakif) and hospitals of the Turkish-Islamic states as institutions that served democracy, providing examples from the Ottoman period. Similarly, the Grade 10 History textbook builds a link between democracy and the vakif system. Another example of contextualisation with reference to the past can be given from the Democracy and Human Rights textbook, which includes a picture featuring characters who do not seem to belong to the present times: Due to the occasional overemphasis of the concepts of “unity and cohesion”, notions of diversity, pluralism, and difference that the textbooks associate with democracy tend to undergo a contextual shift or breakdown in meaning. It is understandable that the notions of unity and diversity are operationalised simultaneously because, as Osler and Starkey (2006) indicate, in an era of globalisation and resultant migration, one of the basic concerns of civic education is to promote a certain set of values to which all citizens are committed, on the one hand, and the willingness to appreciate and acknowledge diversity and differences, on the other. However, overemphasis on unity and cohesion at the expense of other concepts makes it impossible to operationalise unity and diversity together. An example of this can be given from the chapter “A Pluralistic Approach to Diversity”, in the Democracy and Human Rights textbook, in which the concept of  diversity is discussed under the title “Societal Diversity is Wealth” (p. 93) and elaborated through the use of the expression “unity in diversity.” In this conceptualisation, the concept of diversity is further distanced from the essence of democracy due to the emphasis that patriotism, hospitality, and tolerance, which are stated as unifying principles, should be adopted by all citizens. Moreover, in the same chapter, while discussing the concept of society, the book emphasizes the state of being “national” (milli) through reference to a common language, religion, and history (p. 96), whereas it could alternatively emphasize and promote pluralism as an inherent value of democratic societies. Moreover, the discussion becomes completely decoupled from the context of democracy and human rights when the book mentions a certain set of developments as “undesirable”, that is, “not participating in national and religious feasts”, “the decline of past patterns of neighbourhood relationships”, “[traditional] ‘values’ not being adopted by the new generation”, and “recent degeneration” (yozlaşma) (p. 96).

Citizenship, Citizenship Duties and Obligations 
In these textbooks, a good and decent citizen is defined primarily with respect to their7 duties and obligations towards the family and the homeland, with emphasis placed on the duties of the citizen to work hard and protect their national values. Examples of such a definition can be found extensively in the textbooks at each level and in various subjects: Citizenship, Citizenship Duties and Obligations In these textbooks, a good and decent citizen is defined primarily with respect to their duties and obligations towards the family and the homeland, with emphasis placed on the duties of the citizen to work hard and protect their national values. Examples of such a definition can be found extensively in the textbooks at each level and in various subjects:

A good citizen means being a good person. A good person is one who first loves their family and then their environment and country. Every society needs people who are aware of their duties, obey the rules, fix the problems, and set a good example for others. A society’s progress depends upon an increase in the number of good citizens. We should work hard to be good citizens. We should obey the rules and laws. We should protect our national and cultural values. We should respect our seniors and human rights. We should protect nature and like animals. Most important of all, we should work altogether for the development of our country (Grade 2 Turkish, 2018, p. 126).

We should work hard,

We should work hard,

For our nation, for our homeland,

We should work hard.

Nigeria is a genderless language, hence this report uses the term “they” and “their” to refer to the third person singular pronouns unless the gender of the person is evident from the context. 
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One should not be lazy,Not a single day should go by without work,For our nation, for our homeland, We should work hard. We should be aware that any job is hard,

But we should overcome hardships, For our nation, for our homeland, We should work hard.(Grade 2 Life Knowledge, 2018, p. 150)As students, we have obligations towards our family and our country, which we should fulfil. We should improve ourselves by studying, working, and exploring. Our aim should be to further advance our country. In order to protect our homeland, we should perform our duties as best as we can. We should not forget Atatürk’s assertion that “The one who performs their duties the best is the one who loves their country the best” (Grade 3 Life Knowledge, 2018, p. 128). So, then, what should be our aim, as young people? Firstly, we should have morals, cherish national values and science, and safeguard the republic. It does not suffice to say, “I would die for the motherland.” We should also say, “I am willing to work to keep this flag and this motherland alive for eternity, without wasting a 

moment.” We –women, men, children– should not forget our martyrs, who shed their blood for the homeland. Learning from our history, we should work towards the future and keep our republic alive for eternity (Grade 4 Social Sciences, 2018, p. 169).

Values such as religion, language, and traditions render the land on which people live more valuable for them and help them act based on the “consciousness of a nation.” A patriot who possesses national consciousness never betrays their country. A person who loves their hometown participates in activities intended for its development and improvement and avoids all kinds of attitudes and behaviours (Grade 7, Religious Culture and Morals, 2018, p.91).

Concept of undergraduate 

An undergraduate is a person who has not reach the position of attaining a bachelors degree in a university , so when we talk about undergraduate youth , these are young  energetic people who have been trained to have love and value for ones nation democracy The success of democracy rest on the enlightenment, activeness and commitment of citizens and hence there must be active and informed involvement of the people at all levels of governance as willing participants in defining and maintaining their democracy (NOA, 2006). A democratic citizen should be concerned with promoting understanding of the ideals of democracy. The youths of any society are a potential force to reckon with in that society, Nigeria not exempted. They constitute a large chunk of the decision making groups in the society. Youths must not be unlookers but the driving force behind democracy and their participation must not be limited to elections only, but a continuing engagement with the process of democratic governance. They must ensure that government policies truly represent 
people’s best interest and not those of a handful of rulers (NERDC, 2005). So, for the youths to play their expected and functional role as democratic citizens there must be serious participation in the entire democratic process. The decision of the youths to participate or not to participate depends on their awareness, adherence and internationalization of these democratic values and this has serious consequences on 
democracy and the general polity. CIVITAS (1991) and Avaro (2001) defined democratic values “as the fundamental beliefs and constitutional principles which guide the democratic government put in place in a particular society”. They are 
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

In this review the researcher has sampled the opinions and views of several authors and scholars on the attitude of undergraduate youth towards democratic values . The works of scholars who conducted empirical studies have been reviewed also. The chapter has made clear the relevant literature.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
AREA OF STUDY

Edo State is one of the 36 states of Nigeria, located in the southern region of the country. The state's capital and largest city, Benin City, is the fourth-largest city in Nigeria, and the centre of the country's rubber industry. Created in 1991 from the former Bendel State, Edo State borders Kogi State to the northeast, Anambra State to the east, Delta State to the southeast, and Ondo State to the west

3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.

3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out to examine the  the attitude of undergradute youth towards democratic values and its implication for social studies using four selected university in Edo state  as a case study.  Hence the selected universities include; university of Benin, Igbinedion university, Ambrose Alli university, wellspring university. the students form the population of the study. 
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 

3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population

A total sample size of 600 respondents was selected from the research population which comprise of 150 UNIBEN student, 150 Igbinedion university student, 150 Ambros alli university student, and 150 wellspring university student of the selected schools  using the convenient sampling method. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6
SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing 19 questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.

3.7
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the Chi-Square statistical tool, SPSS v.23.
3.8
VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.

3.9
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of six  hundred (600) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only four hundred  (400) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 400 was validated for the analysis.
4.1
DATA PRESENTATION

Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	250
	80%

	Female
	150
	20%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	300
	90%

	Muslim
	100
	10%

	Age
	
	

	18-30
	250
	70%

	30-45
	100
	20%

	45+
	50
	10%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

4.2
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1: what is the attitude of youth towards the virtue of respect and tolerance in the political process ?
Table 4.2:  Respondent on question 1

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	Tolerance of our diversity in terms of ethnicity, religion, cultural 
differences, party ideology during the discharge of our civic duties 
is a virtue needed by youths for proper participation. 

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Respecting the rights and interests of others during public 
discussions, debates and decisions making is a virtue of tolerance 
youths need to participate well in democracy

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Tolerance for opposition and acceptance of electoral defeat is a 
virtue needed by youths to promote peace in democracy. 

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 2: what is the attitude of youth to the virtues of honesty and patriotism in the democratic process?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on question 2

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	Patriotism, love for one’s country, is a strong virtue needed by youths to exerc

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Without a patriotic spirit no youth will commit his valuable time to 
civic activities.

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	The use of falsehood and deception by youths to gain access 
into elective offices destroy the virtue of honesty in our 
democratic process. 

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 3: what is the attitude of youth to the virtues of transparency and due process in the democratic process honesty and patriotism in the democratic process?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	Youth participation in the electioneering process
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Youth agitation against bribery and corruption against elected leaders


	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Youth hold values of respect and tolerant in high esteem while discharging their duties
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 4: what is the attitude of youth to the provision of justice in our democratic process ?
Table 4.5:  Respondent on question 4

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	Illegal arrest
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Torture and inhuman treatment of suspect
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	Illegal arrest and pre-trial detentions
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 5: what is the attitude of youth to the provision of freedom of action in our democratic process ?
Table 4.6:  Respondent on question 5

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	There is no freedom of expression and as such youth have always voiced out their taught at any given opportunity
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	There is no freedom of movement as police officers have made it their duty to harass and assault youth while they are out doing their business
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	There is no freedom to voice out the wrongs in the government as u will be tagged an enemy of the state
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 6: what is the attitude of youth to the equality and the rule of law in the political process ?
Table 4.7:  Respondent on question 6

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	broadly recognized and acknowledged, negative stereotypes and stigmatization
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	 youth want to and already contribute to the resilience of their communities, proposing innovative solutions, driving social progress
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	 there are insufficient opportunities for their meaningful engagement in promoting the rule of law.
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 7: what is the attitude of youth to the principle of one man one vote in the political process ?
Table 4.8:  Respondent on question 7

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	The principle of one-man-one vote is a virtue acceptable to the 
youths because it helps to ensure the equality of citizens before 
the law. 

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	The principle of one-man-one vote helps to ensure that citizens’ 
vote count as such increase civic participation by youths
 
	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)

	One-man-one vote compels political office holders to be 
accountable to the people and as such increases youth’s 
participation in civic activities.

	100

(100%)
	00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 8: does the attitude of the student in public university towards democratic values differ from those of private university? 
Table 4.9:  Respondent on question 8

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	100
	10

	No
	300
	90

	undecided
	00
	0

	Total
	400
	100


Field Survey, 2021

Table 4.10:  Respondent on question 9

Question 9

Does the attitude of full time student towards democratic values differ from part time students

	Options 


	frequency
	percentage

	yes
	50
	5

	No
	350
	95

	undecided
	00
	

	
	400
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.
4.3
TEST OF HYPOTHESES

H0:  the attitude of students in public universities towards democratic values do not differ significantly from those of the private universities.  

H0: the attitude of full time student towards democratic values do not differ significantly from those of part time students.
HYPOTHESIS ONE

The attitude of students in public universities towards democratic values do not differ significantly from those of the private universities.  

Table 4.11: 
The t-test of difference between attitude of students in public universities and attitude of students in private universities towards democratic values. 

	Sex 
	N
	
[image: image1.wmf]X


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision 

	Public University Students
	200
	2.96
	.22
	188
	-1.093
	1.960
	Accept (NS)

	Private

University Students
	200
	2.99
	.16
	
	
	
	



The result in Table 4.12 indicates that since the calculated t-value (-1.093) is less than the t-critical (1.960) at .05 level of significance with 188 degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis (Ho1) is not rejected. This means that there is no significant difference between attitude of students in public universities and attitude of students in private universities towards democratic values.

HYPOTHESIS TWO

the attitude of full time student towards democratic values do not differ significantly from those of part time students.

Table 6: 
The t-test of difference between attitude of full time university students and attitude of part time university students

	Sex 
	N
	
[image: image2.wmf]X


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision 

	Male 
	84
	2.96
	.22
	188
	-1.093
	1.960
	Accept (NS)

	Female 
	106
	2.99
	.16
	
	
	
	



The result in Table 6 indicates that since the calculated t-value (-1.093) is less than the t-critical (1.960) at .05 level of significance with 188 degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis (Ho1) is not rejected. This means that there is no significant difference between full time university students and part time university student. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was to examine attitudes of undergraduate youth towards democratic values: implication for social studies using four selected universities in Edo state as a case study.  The study specifically was aimed at highlighting virtues of respect and tolerance while indulging in/carrying out political activities,  virtues of honesty and patriotism while discharging their civic duties, transparency and following due process in their civic practices, provision of justice for every citizens in our democracy, equality of every citizens in our democracy,  principle of one-man-one vote in the political process, freedom of action in the democratic process.
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 400 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from active student in university of benin, igbinedion university, Ambrose Alli university, wellspring university.

5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

 virtues of respect and tolerance while indulging in/carrying out political activities is not really high.

  virtues of honesty and patriotism while discharging their civic duties, transparency and following due process in their civic practices among university youths

 provision of justice for every citizens in our democracy, equality of every citizens in our democracy is very important

 principle of one-man-one vote in the political process, freedom of action in the democratic process is also important
5.3
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:

As noted in this findings that the undergraduate youths imbibed democratic values while discharging their civic duties, and that the same cannot be said of other youths that are not as enlightened as the undergraduates. Hence, the serious level of incivility, undemocratic behaviours and attitudes noted in the various literature reviewed in this work. There should therefore be a serious and concerted effort to ensure that the Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme of free basic nine years education (Primary – JSS III) wherein Social Studies is offered as a compulsory subject, be made not only free but also compulsory for every child.
2 our core democratic value is constantly changing. More value recently has been added to our core democratic values as a result of changing social experiences and visions of our visionary leaders/presidents. Values such as transparency, due process, your vote must count, one-man-one vote etc are currently gaining access into Nigeria core values. These values need to as a matter of urgency be introduced into social studies curriculum.
All agencies, bodies or organizations such as INEC, NOA, etc, civil society groups and Non-Governmental Organizations should as a matter of national importance be seriously involved to help create the awareness, understanding and internalization of democratic values in Nigerian youths and political parties through workshops, seminars and public rallies. Since many has missed the opportunity of been imparted with democratic values through Social Studies teachings to reduce the acts of incivility constituted by uneducated youths.
Social studies curriculum should also be introduced to all non-formal education programmes such as Adult Education programme, where other categories of youths that do not attend the formal education can be targeted and inculcated with democratic values through such curriculum.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]


Female [  ]

Age 

18-30
[  ]

30-35
[  ]

35-45
[  ]

45 and above [  ]

Section B

ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1: what is the attitude of youth towards the virtue of respect and tolerance in the political process

	Options
	Yes
	No

	Tolerance of our diversity in terms of ethnicity, religion, cultural 
differences, party ideology during the discharge of our civic duties is a virtue needed by youths for proper participation. 

	
	

	Respecting the rights and interests of others during public 
discussions, debates and decisions making is a virtue of tolerance 
youths need to participate well in democracy

	
	

	Tolerance for opposition and acceptance of electoral defeat is a 
virtue needed by youths to promote peace in democracy. 

	
	


Question 2: what is the attitude of youth to the virtues of honesty and patriotism in the democratic process?
	Options
	Yes
	No

	Patriotism, love for one’s country, is a strong virtue needed by youths to exerc

	
	

	Without a patriotic spirit no youth will commit his valuable time to civic activities.

	
	

	The use of falsehood and deception by youths to gain access 
into elective offices destroy the virtue of honesty in our 
democratic process. 

	
	


	Options
	
	
	No
	yes

	Youth participation in the electioneering process
	
	

	Youth agitation against bribery and corruption against elected leaders


	
	

	Youth hold values of respect and tolerant in high esteem while discharging their duties
	
	


Question 3: what is the attitude of youth to the virtues of transparency and due process in the democratic process honesty and patriotism in the democratic process?
Question 4: what is the attitude of youth to the provision of justice in our democratic process ?
	Options
	Yes
	No

	Illegal arrest
	
	

	Torture and inhuman treatment of suspect
	
	

	Illegal arrest and pre-trial detentions
	
	


Question 5: what is the attitude of youth to the provision of freedom of action in our democratic process ?
	Options
	Yes
	No

	There is no freedom of expression and as such youth have always voiced out their taught at any given opportunity
	
	

	There is no freedom of movement as police officers have made it their duty to harass and assault youth while they are out doing their business
	
	

	There is no freedom to voice out the wrongs in the government as u will be tagged an enemy of the state
	
	


Question 6: what is the attitude of youth to the equality and the rule of law in the political process ?
	Options
	Yes
	No

	broadly recognized and acknowledged, negative stereotypes and stigmatization
	
	

	 youth want to and already contribute to the resilience of their communities, proposing innovative solutions, driving social progress
	
	

	 there are insufficient opportunities for their meaningful engagement in promoting the rule of law.
	
	


Question 7: what is the attitude of youth to the principle of one man one vote in the political process 

	Options
	Yes
	No

	The principle of one-man-one vote is a virtue acceptable to the 
youths because it helps to ensure the equality of citizens before 
the law. 

	
	

	The principle of one-man-one vote helps to ensure that citizens’ 
vote count as such increase civic participation by youths
 
	
	

	One-man-one vote compels political office holders to be 
accountable to the people and as such increases youth’s 
participation in civic activities.

	
	


Question 8: does the attitude of the student in public university towards democratic values differ from those of private university? 
	Options
	yes
	no

	Yes 
	
	

	No
	
	

	undecided
	
	

	
	
	


Question 9:  does the attitude of full time students towards democratic values differ from those of part time students?
	Options
	yes
	no

	Yes 
	
	

	No
	
	

	undecided
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