ATTITUDE OF STUDENTS TOWARDS THE LEARNING OF SOCIAL STUDIES IN JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS

ABSTRACT

The main focus of this study is to attitude of students towards the learning of social studies in junior secondary schools using Ifelodun Government Area Kwara State as case study. Survey design was employed for the study with the aid of  convenience sampling method, eighty (80) participant who are secondary school teachers were selected as the participant of the study. Well structure questionnaire was issued to the enrolled participants of which 77 of the instrument were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed in simple percentage, mean ad standard deviation presented  in frequencies and tables. From the data collected, the analysis showed that problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system includes: Poor teaching methods, inadequate utilization of instructional materials, low interest of learners towards the subject, poor teachers attitude  and laxity  as well societal and cultural perception toward subject. More so, the attitude of student towards the learning of social studies is positive even even as students and the motivation received from his teachers affect the learning of social studies . The study therefore recommends that the teacher should use the method of teaching that is suitable for any topic he/she wants to teach. There should be a sufficient and qualified social studies teachers with good attitude and the students should work hard to develop a positive attitude towards social studies. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF STUDY
Man’s capacity to learn, to organize learning, to communicate this learning as knowledge, to other members of the species, and to act on the basis of learning and knowledge constitute the subject matter of education (Golsin, 1965). According to develop his mental capacity in such a way as to arm him to play a specific role in a developing programme. It also sets value on the human factor in development which makes man capable of shaping his history. Malue (1968) had strongly argued that a country will never be developed unless education is developed because it is through better education that maximum use can be made of human resources.

Social studies is one of the subject taught in primary and secondary schools today because of its usefulness to everyday life. According to Adeyoyin (1982) social studies is the study of man and his totality (the study covers) where he lives, his activities in the past and present his culture, frame of mind and how he relates to others in the society. 

According to Wronki (1981) social studies are those common learning of man’s interaction with his social and physical environment, a way of life of how man influences his environment and in turn how environment influences man.   

1.2      STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Nigerian education system is in shambles because of lack of reasoning in the curriculum and this has destabilized the nation’s economic and social progress. The learner centred method, if applied will help to remedy the drastic situation encountered in social studies education. There are two main phases to the problems of Nigerian education system. These are: Problem of what to teach and How to teach. 

Although social studies is one of the subject that teaches man his environment, a lot of difficulties is been faced by teachers and student  in learning this subject. This study therefore seeks to investigate into the factors affecting the teaching and  learning of social studies in secondary schools.  
1.3      PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The primary purpose of this study, therefore, is to examine the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies in junior secondary schools. Also, this study will look into the basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system, and how motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class.

1.4      SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The study is important in that it will enlighten Nigerians on how to think critically, creatively, caringly and collaboratively in all ramifications of life. The importance of this study is that the outcome of the inquiry will be useful in:
1.Addressing the Issue of academic backwardness of students in social studies class.
2. It will address the problems of lack of motivation for the teachers and the taught in social studies class.
3.It will address the problem of placing much emphasis on rote learning and memorization which does not elicit thinking in the learner.
4.The study is like a roadmap showing/directing our course objectives in social studies class.
5.The study will provide a format for redesigning the social studies curriculum.
6. The study will help the teacher's educators in the colleges of education to see the importance of giving adequate training to the student teachers that is in line with modern methods of education.
7. It will help the student teachers to embrace this innovative method of performance/achievement through the teaching of thinking skills in a community of inquiry format.
8.It will help the education curriculum designers in formulating better curriculum for our schools.
9.It will help to solve the problems of cultism and examination malpractices in our schools and education system.
1.5      RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The following research questions will guide this study
What are the basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system?

What is the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies?
3. Whose duty is to prepare the teachers for effective teaching of social studies?
4. How has misplacement of priority affected Nigeria's education system?
5.  How does motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class?
6.What are the effective methods for managing the education system In Nigeria?
1.6      SCOPE (OR DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY)
This study is limited in examining the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies in junior secondary schools. 

1.7      TARGET AUDIENCE
This study is directed to the following group of people in Nigerian education system:
1.          Student teachers in the colleges of education
2.          Classroom teachers both in pre-service and in-service, education administrators and managers of our various institution of learning
3.          Education curriculum designers
4.          Policy makers and various governments at both local, state and federal levels
5.          Parents and guardians of the pupils/ students

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Concept of Education

According to National Policy on Education(1979), Education is the process of acquiring knowledge. It is a tool for person’s development, the single most powerful weapon against poverty, and a fundamental human right to which we all are entitled. It gives people the opportunity to improve on their health, raise productivity and help foster participation in civil society. Education is a process of keeping the world and our society intact and in fostering the development and growth upon which human survival and progress depends. It the development of process of equipping individuals with knowledge and skills to enable them solve the complex problems of living usefully for themselves, their families and make worthwhile contribution to the overall progress and development of the overall progress and development of the society. “Thus the educational process has been described as the intentional transmission of something worthwhile or desirable in a morally acceptable manner. It is the all-round development of a person physically, intellectually, morally, and spiritually. This implies that education encourages a wholesome development of the individual through participation in the activities of the social group, and that there must be a guide who can direct such education in a way that can result in all round development of a person. 
Education is a tool for national development, the single most powerful weapon against poverty, and a fundamental human right to which we all are entitled. It gives people the opportunity to improve health, raise productivity and help foster participation in civil society. Education is a process of keeping the world and our society intact and in fostering the development and growth upon which human survival and progress depends.

NERD (2004) further asserts that Education is the process of providing information to an inexperienced person to help him/her develop physically, mentally, socially, emotionally, spiritually, politically and economically. That is why at graduation ceremonies one hears the Vice-Chancellors pronounce these words while awarding degrees to their institutions’ graduates, “you have been found worthy in character and learning…” In education parlance, it means that the individual has acquired adequate and appropriate knowledge, skills and attitudes and values, known as cognitive, psychomotor and affective behaviours to be able to function optimally as a citizen. These behaviors are the focus of training individuals in institutions of learning . 
The planned and systematic training given in an institution of learning is formal education. The programme or is organized, planned and systematically implemented. In an informal education, there is no plan and the training is haphazard and incidental. Education is the process through which individuals are made functional members of their society . It is a process through which the young acquires knowledge and realizes her potentialities and uses them for self-actualization, to be useful to herself and others. It is a means of preserving, transmitting and improving the culture of the society. In every society education connotes acquisition of something good, something worthwhile. Education is one of the fundamental rights of individuals. Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in December, 1949 stipulated that:  

Everyone has the right to education. 

This shall be free at least in the elementary and primary stages.  

Elementary education shall be compulsory while technical and professional

Education shall be made generally available.  

Higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

Fafunfwa (1974) defines education as, what each generation gives to its younger ones which makes them to develop, abilities, skills and other behaviours which are of positive values to the society in which they live. He further opined that the development of human beings in the cognitive, affective, psychomotor and psyco-productive domains. While the cognitive aspect refers to intellectual development and the knowledge of subject matter, affective domain refers to the development of desirable behaviours and psycho-motor and psyco-productive domains refers to skill acquisition and its application for purposeful activities.

Concept of Secondary Education

According to Melvin (2015), secondary school education is the engine room of knowledge acquisition, a stage at which students come in contact with various subjects, which determine the field of study they will like to pursue in higher schools. Secondary school education is kind of level after the primary education and before higher education. Its position in educational system also speaks of its importance. Schwarzeller (2012) see secondary school as that which provides an outside view of what needs to happen in order for change to occur and also an equal opportunity for developing capabilities and talents. Education reforms Nigeria always have the secondary schools as main focus. In fact, it is viewed as powerful stage for knowledge, skill and experience acquisition as well as a wide range of career prospects for young boys and girls (Ezekwesili, 2016).
Concept of Social Studies

Social studies Inyang –Abia Esu (2004) posited that social studies is an interdisciplinary subject which enables the learners to acquire wide knowledge of the surrounding complex phenomena and forces that influence man in his society. In line with the above definition, Edinyang and Mezieobi (2013) posits that social studies has been defined in Nigeria as an integrated field of study that probes man’s environmental relationships and imbues man with high level intellectual skills, social skills and competencies germane to solving man’s environmental diverse problems for better and effective living. Social studies is a program of study which a society uses to instill in students or learners the knowledge, skills, attitudes and actions it considers important in the relationships human beings have with each other, their world and themselves (Kissock 1981). Ezegbe maintains that social studies education has a primary objective of helping to produce good citizens who are of great benefit to the Nigerian society.


Social studies is one of the core compulsory subjects taught at the upper basic education level (FRN, 2007). The subject is designed to equip learners with sustainable life skills for survival in the society. It is a programme of study which schools use to instill in the learners the knowledge, skills, attitudes and actions it considers important concerning the relationship human beings have with one another, their world and themselves (Ahmad, 2011; Gele & Okam, 2011). Enu, Omoogun and Effiom (2011) view social studies as an integrated or interdisciplinary study of man as he battles for survival in both physical and social environment. As a subject, it is primarily concerned with assisting young people to develop competencies that would enable them deal judiciously with and manage the social, political, cultural, technological and environmental forces of their immediate communities and the wider world (Mbakwem, 2009). It emphasizes problem solving in human environment by encouraging divergent thinking, authentic reasoning and self- directed exploration of issues and events. The subject encourages the creation of awareness, appreciation and understanding of the reciprocal relationship between man and the environment. Thus, social studies recognize its strategic position and critical role in the human development efforts of the nations (Gele & Okam, 2011).

The Nature of Social Studies 

Social Studies is natural development that has emerged as a result of cultural flow and transfer of ideas. The subject has been an acceptable innovation in America and Britain since and before the beginning of the 20th century. Hence its introduction into Africa follows logical consequence of cultural and political relationship that existed between these three continents. That is why Social Studies may sometimes appear as a carbon-copy of some programmes existing in the West. Social Studies is a corrective study that emphasizes objectives before any content can be of significance. Furthermore, the nature of Social Studies emphasizes the importance of man. Man is put in a central position and his activities are studied in relation to various environments which could be physical, social or psychological. Man can only exist in his varied environments by understanding, interacting, organizing and running his society in an orderly cultural, economic and political setting. Hence, Social Studies will try to gather relevant knowledge, values and skills centered on the subjects that form parts of these broad spheres of man. We should remember that before Social Studies, the school curricula in these areas did emphasize the study of the world. The world was placed in the centre of everything. Content was formulated to include its crust rotation and movement around the sun, its original divisions and so on. History was looked at in terms of world power, how one part of country governs its self and how it influence man. In the view of these subjects man was only put on the periphery as one of the many parts rather than the manipulator of the physical social psychological forces. Social Studies is the study of people in relation to each other and their world. It is an interdisciplinary subject that draws upon history, geography, economics, law, political science, and other disciplines. Social Studies focuses on peoples relationship with their social, physical, spiritual, cultural, economic, political, and technological environments. (Western Canadian protocol for collaboration in Basic Education, 2002). According to Ogundare (2010), the nature of man as a social animal living in a particular environment to make his living and to survive, together with the intellect of man and his sense of creativity, all make it necessary for man to always have an organized or orderly society. Every member of the society has to be properly groomed to function well in such society by developing abilities for social responsibilities.
Overview of Social Studies and it role on national integration

 The place of Social Studies in the promotion of cultural values for national integration in Nigeria cannot be over emphasized. It could be better understood when one views its aims, objectives and methodology vis a vis the national philosophy. Joof and Okam, 1989 and Onifade, 2002 all agreed that the primary and overriding purpose and features of Social Studies programme is citizenship education. They also opined that knowledge and skills are necessary to process information, values, beliefs and social participation which are fundamental in achieving good citizenship. In other words, Social Studies goes beyond acquisition of information to development of attitudes, skills and values. An effective citizen is one who possesses certain desirable attributes including; looking at things with a democratic slant; believing in decency and fairplay; forbearance and acquisition of the customs, traditions and nationalistic ideals of his country. 

Social studies as a problem solving subject in any society was introduced to solve the numerous prevailing problems in society. It was first introduced in the United States of America and Britain in 1921 and 1945 respectively. The U.S.A which comprises many people from different continents was looking for a subject that could socially unite the citizens. Britain on the other hand wanted to integrate her citizen after the end of Second World War in 1945.

 In Nigeria, Social Studies Education was conceived as a subject to help in healing the wound of the civil war, eliminate ethnicity and promote national unity, cooperation, good citizenship among others, using the instrumentality of the school (Ezegbe 1988) The committee on primary school Social Studies programme cited by Kissock (1981) view Social Studies as those common learning of people’s interaction with the social and physical environment, adding that it is not a study, but a way of life of how people influence and are influenced by the physical, social, political, economic, psychological and cultural environment. 

Torpev (2006) defines Social Studies as a discipline which places human beings as a central point in its studies, and how he influences his environment and how the environment in turn influences him and his ability to withstand the environmental influences. It emphasizes the ability of man to withstand the shock of environmental influence and uses such influences to his advantage.

It should be recalled that the goals of Social Studies are rooted on the National Policy on Education (2008). The following educational goals are contained in the document: 

The inculcation of national consciousness and national unity.
 The inculcation of the right type of values and attitudes for the survival of the individual and the Nigeria society. 
The training of the mind in the understanding of the world around and
The acquisition of the appropriate skills and the development of mental, physical and social abilities and competences as equipment for individual to live and contribute to the development of the society (FRN, 2008). 
Objectives of social studies in secondary education

According to Udoh (1974) in Gold (2000) Social Studies objectives which are derived from national goals includes:  

To teach the learners to respect the rights and opinions of others. 
 To be skilled in securing, evaluating and presenting information.  
To assure social and civic responsibility. 
 To learn about vocational activities and opportunities.  
To exercise critical judgment  
To understand and promote social process. 
The overall aim of Social Studies education is to make learners become patriotic, socially responsible and good citizens by understanding the social milieu they are operating from (Azide, 2007). The values which the discipline inculcates in the learners according to Orakwue (2000) in Azide (2007) include an appreciation of the diversity of Nigeria positive thinking, cooperation and honesty. It could therefore be seen that Social Studies has the capacity of inculcating cultural values for the integration of Nigerian nation and Africa as a whole.

FACTOR AFFECTING TEACHING AND LEARNING OF SOCIAL STUDIES IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Consequently, many authorities have all given insight to what the problem focuses upon. It would be agreed that great endeavours have been made by educators of social studies to lay a solid foundation for potential learners. There are some factors which posses problems to the learning of social studies. 

EDUCATIONAL FACTOR  

The Teacher


The potential of an educational system is directly related to the quality of its teachers. The more qualification and better trained teachers are, the easier it is for the execution of the curriculum and the better for students achievement. According to the New Nigeria Publication on the topic that teachers are responsible for the poor performance states that secondary school is the foundation upon which further education is built. The attitude of students at this level towards social studies will be positive if the teachers have good attitude and are professionally competent. The way the teacher handles the subject and his competence will determines the attitude of his students either love it or hate it. In view of the federal government of Nigeria through the National Policy on Education (1981) teacher education will continue to be given a major emphasis in all our educational planning because no educational system can rise above the quality of the teachers.     


Emetor and Luke (1992) in the problem facing the learning of social studies in secondary schools wanted to find out the solution to students negative attitudes towards social studies by testing the students opinion in the selected area by using a questionnaire, he found that social studies is a difficult subject to them, over 60% of the students confirmed this.

Teaching Method


According to Taylor (1996) in his research work on teaching strategy in social studies he started by saying that teaching strategies must be directed in a way to combat the present rate of students attitudes towards social studies in secondary school. He emphasized that the learning of concept may seriously be affected when proper method is not used. When students don’t understand a particular concept, they may not be able to proceed with the problem involving the application of such concept thereby negating the interest of the students towards the subject. A class teacher is considered to have mastered his subject and to have the concept stored within him since the students look up to him as all knowledge and as the foundation of knowledge, inability of the teacher to come up with explanation of his students can lead to lack of interest. 


Commenting on the ways and methods, social studies should be taught soc that real and interesting learning can take place. According to Bajpai (1973) he said that our school social studies is passing through a revolutionary phase unprecedented in its range and pace. He went further to say that if students understand each and every step at the early stage in social studies learning, they will feel happy and develop positive attitudes towards the subject. Good social studies learning lead students to have positive attitude towards it. 

Instructional Materials 


According to Osaigbovo (2004) in fundamentals of social studies instructional materials are those materials or objectives, which promote the effectiveness of instruction and help the teacher to communicate more effectively. According to Obi (1982) learning of social studies is more effective where there are sufficient aids or instructional materials in the learning situation learning can be more effective and interesting if a relationship is established between the students and the object or materials to be learnt. The more realistic the audio visual aids, the easier the learning, the better the performance. Attitudinal surveys by Botton (1991) shows predominantly negative attitudes towards social studies. His research pointed out the importance and effectiveness of the use of models and other teaching aids. 


According to Okpara (1985) the use of instructional materials facilitates, enhance and improve teaching and learning process. But it has not received the attention it deserves in Nigerian schools and Colleges.

STUDENT ATTITUDE AND INTREST

Apart from the above mentioned, the interest of students is another factor most students fear social studies and it affects their performance. What is responsible for this according to Fakuade (1986) is the clouds of fear and anxiety in minds of students. Some student’s who are not interested in social studies act on the wrong information passed to them by other students and some teachers too fail to motivate students. The learning of social studies is influenced by the interest of the learners. In the opinion of Mills, (1979) no matter how skilled the instructor may be, learning can be accomplished only through the effort of the students who, must be in a responsive frame of mind. 

The learner therefore must have the interest to learn which is associated with intelligence and the desire to learn. A bad teacher working in a class which wants to learn will achieve more than a good teacher working in a class which does not want to learn. Interest is therefore essential in learning social studies. It is accepted that interest on the part of the students is necessary for the achievement of positive attitude. According to Hegist (1997) maintained that a teacher must believe in the value and interest of his subjects as a doctor in his health. The teacher of social studies must be interested in the subject and the students. Commenting on the importance of motivation in classroom learning cannot be overemphasized. Lack of motivation and encouragement dampens speaking students are ill motivated and are unconsciously discouraged by their teachers, thus wavering their potentialities towards the subject some social studies teachers think that social studies potentiality is inherent and as such pay little or no attention to students who cannot perform well at the initial stage. Some students may be mentally retarded and so needs higher degree of attention and motivation to come to the standard of others.     

EDUCATIONAL FACTOR 

Students-Teachers Relationship 


The student’s teacher relationship with attitude of students depends on the extent to which the teacher is able to interact with materials and the type of strategy to be used. David (1986) did a research on the student’s attitude towards the study of social studies in which he compared the effect of different teaching situations on the students attitudes towards social studies. His research revealed that teachers interaction with correct materials to answer questions develop significantly more positive attitude than other similar subject matter from a textbook. According to Ferrent (1965) all who have a vital interest in education should think again both about the purpose of education and the means of supplying the right kind of teachers are to do their job properly. They must come like the great teachers of the past with the fire of conviction that what they must come with the loving attitude of a father to his child. A teacher should be patient; his relationship with his students must be cordial. The teacher must prove his concern for his students and not just their work. He must win their natural eagerness to learn and those things that are important. Love for social studies students is vital in the effort of the teacher to build up students interest in social studies. Social studies teacher should develop kind relationship with their students. They should create opportunity for the students to come freely to discuss social studies issues. The use of harsh words only succeeded in driving students away from the subject.    

FAMILY FACTORS 

Home Background 


A child home background affects his achievement in school and according to Morrison and Maelintre (1983) many of the distinctive characteristics of a child home in relation to his experience in school may be seen to influence his academic success. Druewen (1982) says that education occupation and income of a person determine his social class. These three he believes are interrelated. The higher the education, the higher the income. Therefore, the children of the people in professional and managerial, occupation for example are more likely to be successful than children of unskilled manual labourer. According to F. A. Ilevbaoje (2008) in comprehensive social studies, he makes us to understand that learners are known to have individual differences due to the different home background they are from. Some are from rich home where their parents have financial possessions and are able to provide their children with the necessary fund for educational training. However, this cannot be same with children from poor homes. Farhat (1984) supported the view by saying that there is a high and positive correlation between the two variables. Parental educational level and achievement as children, theoretically orientation lead to the prediction that there will be a positive relationship between father’s occupation of child’s schools in, level of parent’s education, parental interest for their children education particularly at higher school levels. He further stated that correlation between the levels of academic achievement of children showed that the higher the level of parents education and the higher the level of parents education the better the academic achievements of the children.      

2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Socio-cultural Theory of Teaching, Learning, and Development 
Socio-cultural theory of teaching, learning and development is the second theory that framed this study. Largely inspired by the seminal works of Lev Vygotsky, this theory assumes that human minds do not develop by virtue of some predetermined cognitive structures that unfold as one matures. Rather, this theory posits that human’s minds develop as a result of constant interactions with the social material world. According to Vygotsky, human mind develop through interaction with materials in the learning process where people learn from each other and use their experiences to successfully make sense of the materials they interact with. These experiences are crystallized in 'cultural tools', and the learners have to master such tools in order to develop specific knowledge and skills in solving specific problems and, in the process, become competent in specific profession. In the classroom, these tools can be a picture, a model, or pattern of solving a problem. Most often however, such tools are combinations of elements of different orders, and human language is the multi-level tool par excellence, combining culturally evolved arrangements of meanings, sounds, melody, rules of communication, and so forth. Learning by using such tools is not something that simply helps the mind to develop. 

Rather, this kind of learning leads to new, more elaborated forms of mental functioning. For example, when children master such a complex cultural tool as human language, this results not only in their ability to talk but leads to completely new levels of thinking, self-regulation and mentality in general. It is the specific organization of this tool (e.g., the semantic, pragmatic and syntactic structures of language) that calls into being and in effect shapes and forms new facets of the child's mind. Importantly, cultural tools are not merely static 'things' but embodiments of certain ways of acting in human communities. In other words, they represent the functions and meanings of things, as discovered in cultural practices: they are "objects-that-can-be used- for-certain-purposes" in human societies. As such, they can be appropriated by a child only through acting upon and with them, that is, only in the course of actively reconstructing their meaning and function. And such reconstruction of cultural tools is initially possible only in the process of cooperating and interacting with other people who already possess the knowledge (i.e. the meaning) of a given cultural tool. 

This short account is presented here to illustrate the fact that managing the effect of the factors listed as the challenges of social studies in secondary education not only allows for a synthesis of teaching, learning, and cognitive development; it actively calls for it. This theory implies that applying the appropriate teaching method lead to cognitive development because they mediate learners’ thinking through the tools, and such mediation constitutes the very cornerstone of mental development.

Mezieobi and Osakwe (2003), Esu and Inyang-Abia (2004), and Mezieobi (2007) have indicated that the essence of social studies instruction in junior secondary school is to equip the learner with attitudes, values, knowledge, and skills for functional living in the Nigerian society. It is therefore imperative that effective implementation of social studies instruction in line with vocational ideals of UBE be focused on equipping the learner with entrepreneurial and creative skills for productive living. Social studies education classroom instruction ought to be innovative in exposing the learner to discover knowledge, create ideas, and think scientifically. This is a veritable process of exposing and preparing the learners to become job creators rather than job seekers in future. In their perception of existent social studies classroom interaction process, Ukadike and Iyamu (2007) reported that social studies teachers are yet to involve learners adequately in active learning engagement and condemned the expository method which is responsible for the poor implementation of the social studies curriculum and consequent poor appreciation by learners of knowledge, values, attitudes, and skills in social studies curriculum.
2.3 EMPIRICAL REVIEW
Mia and Marija (2014) examined individual and social factors related to students’ academic achievement and motivation for learning. The main objectives of this study were to determine the most frequent and the most significant individual and social factors related to students’ academic achievement and motivation for learning. The research was conducted as a cross-sectional study. The simple random sampling was used to select sample size of 740 students from the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Philosophy in Vojvodina. Multiple regression analysis and t-test analytical tools were used to analyse the data. The participants completed questionnaires measuring students’ dominant individual and social motivational factors, the level of their motivation for learning, the level of their academic achievement and students’ socio-demographic characteristics. The results of this study showed that the students reported that both individual and social factors are related to their academic achievement and motivation for learning. Individual factors - the perceived interest in content and perceived content usefulness for personal development proved to be the most significant predictors of a high level of motivation for learning and academic success, but social motivational factors showed themselves to be the most frequent among students. The results are especially important for university teachers as guidelines for improving students’ motivation. 

Idoko, Anyebe, Ngwu and Iwebo (2017) delved into evaluation of factors affecting learning in secondary school in Otukpo local government area of Benue state, Nigeria. The study was brought about by the difficulties in learning abound and are associated with various factors. Survey research method and multiple stage sampling were adopted for the study. Sample size of 200 respondents provided responses that were used for analysis. A structured and close ended questionnaire was developed and systematically administered in order to elicit responses from the respondents. Data analysis was achieved using frequency count, total weighted value and mean. However, responses reveled that effective teaching and learning is affected by a number of factors including admission points, social economic status and school background.

Nuhu (2006) earlier on observed that social studies lessons at upper basic education are not adequate for the development of affective objectives. According to Nuhu, the teaching of the subject has been characterized by achieving cognitive objectives. The author laments the preference for pure academics and certification as against the acquisition of practical skills needed for entrepreneurship. In this regard, Asuru (2009) submits that, the training of social studies teachers is expected to be in a manner that could enable the recipients to acquire knowledge and skills that can be impacted in students. Ololobou (2011) observes that one cannot give out what one does not have. In other words, the teachers who are implementers of the curriculum may have not been prepared for the programme

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


The broad objective of this study is to examine the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies in junior secondary schools using Ifelodun Government Area Kwara State as case study. Therefore student and teachers of  three selected secondary schools in Ifelodun Government Area Kwara State  form population of the study.

3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of  Teachers five selected secondary school in Oredo Local government  form the population of the study, the researcher conveniently selected eighty (80) participant from the faculty of vocational education as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses from the field survey will be  analyzed using simple percentage, mean and standard deviation which provided answers to the research questions. In analyzing data collected, mean score will be used to achieve this. The four points rating scale will be given values as follows:

SA = Strongly Agree
4

A = Agree


3

D = Disagree

2

SD = Strongly Disagree
1

Decision Rule:

To ascertain the decision rule; this formula was used

	4+3+2+1 =10

      4           4


Any score that was 2.5 and above was accepted, while any score that was below 2.5 was rejected. Therefore, 2.5 was the cut-off mean score for decision taken.

3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of eighty (80) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only seventy-seven (77) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 77 was validated for the analysis.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.2: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	42
	54.5%

	Female
	35
	45.5%

	Age
	
	

	9-12
	15
	19.5%

	13-16
	19
	24.7%

	17-21
	23
	29.9%

	22+
	20
	25.9%


Source: Field Survey, 2022
4.2 DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS

Question 1: What are the basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system?

Table 4.2: Respondent on the basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D   2
	SD  1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Poor teaching methods
	30
	22
	15
	10
	4
	2.72
	Accepted

	2
	Inadequate utilization of instructional materials
	28
	22
	18
	09
	3.4
	2.54
	Accepted

	3
	Low interest of learners towards the subject
	25
	20
	15
	17
	3.9
	2.81
	Accepted

	4
	Poor teachers attitude  and laxity
	35
	29
	25
	21
	3.4
	2.70
	Accepted

	5
	Societal and cultural perception toward subject
	22
	30
	15
	10
	3.7
	2.84
	22


Source: Field Survey, 2022
From the responses derived as described in the table relative on basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system, the table shows that all the items (item1-item5) with mean score of 2.72, 2.54, 2.81, 2.70 and 2.84 were accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item5) respectively had mean scores  of 2.50  and above.

Question 2: What is the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies?

Table 4.2: Respondent on the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Positive
	48
	62.3%

	Negative
	19
	24.7%

	Uncertain
	10
	13%

	Total
	77
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived in the table above, 62.3% of the respondent said positive, 24.7% of the respondent said negative, 13% of the respondent ticked uncertain.
Question 3: Whose duty is to prepare the teachers for effective teaching of social studies?

Table 4.3: Responses on whose duty is to prepare the teachers for effective teaching of social studies.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	College of Education
	38
	49.3%

	School Management
	10
	13.0%

	Education Board/Ministry of Education
	29
	37.7%

	Total
	77
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived in the table above, 49.3%  of the respondent said College of education, 13% of the respondent said School Management, 37.7% of the respondent ticked Educational Board and ministry of education.
Question 4: How has misplacement of priority affected Nigeria's education system?

Table 4.4: Respondent on misplacement of priority effect on Nigeria's education system.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A

3
	D

2
	SD

1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Decrease in standard of education
	22
	30
	15
	10
	3.7
	2.84
	Accepted

	2
	Low motivation of teachers towards the profession
	18
	28
	22
	9
	4
	2.76
	Accepted

	3
	Production of half-bakes high school graduates
	15
	30
	20
	12
	3.8
	2.62
	Accepted

	4
	Deterioration of moral, social and economic development
	20
	25
	15
	17
	3.2
	2.61
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2022
From the responses derived as described in the table on misplacement of priority effect on Nigeria's education system, the table shows that all the items (item1-item4) with mean score of 2.84, 2.76, 2.62,  and 2.61 were accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item5) respectively had mean scores  of  2.50  and above.

Question 5:  How does motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class?

Table 4.5: Respondent on how does motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D   2
	SD  1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Heightens learners interest towards the subject
	25
	20
	15
	17
	3.4
	2.54
	Accepted

	2
	Improves student-teacher relationship
	37
	25
	10
	05
	4
	2.72
	Accepted

	3
	 Improves student’s focus during classroom instruction
	31
	22
	10
	14
	3.9
	2.81
	Accepted

	4
	Gives room for high performance
	34
	20
	16
	07
	3.4
	2.74
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2022
From the responses derived as described in the table relative on how does motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class, the table shows that all the items (item1-item4) with mean score of  2.54,  2.72, 2.81, and 2.74 were accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item4) respectively had mean scores  of 2.50  and above.

Question 5: What are the effective methods for managing the education system In Nigeria?

Table 4.6 :Respondent on  the effective methods for managing the education system In Nigeria
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A

3
	D

2
	SD

1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	Provision of  adequate facilities
	22
	30
	15
	10
	3.7
	2.84
	Accepted

	2
	Teachers should improve their teaching method
	18
	28
	22
	9
	4
	2.76
	Accepted

	3
	Increase funding to education sector.
	15
	30
	20
	12
	3.8
	2.62
	Accepted

	4
	Need for independent inspectorate committees for schools
	25
	20
	15
	17
	3.2
	2.61
	Accepted

	5
	Appropriate reward of teachers and improvement of teacher education
	28
	20
	17
	12
	3.4
	2.54
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2022

From the responses derived as described in the table above on solutions to the problems of teaching and learning of home economics in secondary schools?, the table shows that all the items (item1-item5) with mean score of  2.84,  2.76, 2.62, 2.61and 2.54 were accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item5) respectively had mean scores  of 2.50  and above.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY

The main focus of this study is to attitude of students towards the learning of social studies in junior secondary schools using Ifelodun Government Area Kwara State as case study. The study specifically examined the basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system, and how motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class.
Survey design was employed for the study with the aid of  convenience sampling method, eighty (80) participant who are secondary school teachers were selected as the participant of the study. Well structure questionnaire was issued to the enrolled participants of which 77 of the instrument were retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed in simple percentage, mean ad standard deviation presented  in frequencies and tables. 

5.2 CONCLUSION 


The quality of the social studies teachers and the effectiveness of their instructional strategies in the classroom are crucial in the effective implementation of the UBE programme.This is because effective social studies teachers as crucial elements in the effective implementation of worthwhile school curriculum, maintaining that this has to be dependent on the quality of their teacher preparation, the level of skills teachers are equipped with and that quality basic education would be elusive without quality social studies teachers and teaching.

From the data collected, the analysis showed that problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system includes: Poor teaching methods, inadequate utilization of instructional materials, low interest of learners towards the subject, poor teachers attitude  and laxity  as well societal and cultural perception toward subject.

More so, the attitude of student towards the learning of social studies is positive even even as students and the motivation received from his teachers affect the learning of social studies .

5.3
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the above, the researcher therefore, recommends as follows: 
The teacher should use the method of teaching that is suitable for any topic he/she wants to teach. 

There should be a sufficient and qualified social studies teachers with good attitude. 

The students should work hard to develop a positive attitude towards social studies. 

The teachers should maintain good relationship with their students 

Teachers and parents should encourage students in academic work 

The teachers should also provide instructional materials when teaching in order for effective learning to take place.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]
Female [  ]

Age 

25-30 [  ]

31-35 [  ]

36-40 [  ]

41+ [  ]

47 and above[  ]

Marital Status

Single  [  ]

Married [  ]

Widowed/ Separated [  ]

Qualification

WAEC [  ]

Sc/HNS [  ]

Sc [  ]

SECTION B

Question 1: What are the basic problems confronting teaching of social studies in our school system?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D   2
	SD  1

	1
	Poor teaching methods
	
	
	
	

	2
	Inadequate utilization of instructional materials
	
	
	
	

	3
	Low interest of learners towards the subject
	
	
	
	

	4
	Poor teachers attitude  and laxity
	
	
	
	

	5
	Societal and cultural perception toward subject
	
	
	
	


Question 2: What is the attitude of students towards the learning of social studies?

	Options
	Please Tick

	Positive
	

	Negative
	

	Uncertain
	


Question 3: Whose duty is to prepare the teachers for effective teaching of social studies?

	Options
	Please Tick

	College of Education
	

	School Management
	

	Education Board/Ministry of Education
	


Question 4: How has misplacement of priority affected Nigeria's education system?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA


	A


	D


	SD



	1
	Decrease in standard of education
	
	
	
	

	2
	Low motivation of teachers towards the profession
	
	
	
	

	3
	Production of half-bakes high school graduates
	
	
	
	

	4
	Deterioration of moral, social and economic development
	
	
	
	


Question 5:  How does motivation help the teacher and the learner in social studies class?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA


	A   
	D   
	SD  

	1
	Heightens learners interest towards the subject
	
	
	
	

	2
	Improves student-teacher relationship
	
	
	
	

	3
	 Improves student’s focus during classroom instruction
	
	
	
	

	4
	Gives room for high performance
	
	
	
	


Question 6: What are the effective methods for managing the education system In Nigeria?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA


	A


	D


	SD



	1
	Provision of  adequate facilities
	
	
	
	

	2
	Teachers should improve their teaching method
	
	
	
	

	3
	Increase funding to education sector.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Need for independent inspectorate committees for schools
	
	
	
	

	5
	Appropriate reward of teachers and improvement of teacher education
	
	
	
	


=  2.5








