ASSESSMENT OF THE FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT IN NIGERIA
ABSTRACT
The child abuse menace is as old as the birth of the first child, until very recently child maltreatment has never been seen as a social problem. It was falsely assumed that such physical punishments are supposed to correct had behavior and ensure conformity. But the consequential distorted personality of the child disproves the assumption. The subjects for the study were two hundred (200) respondents randomly selected. A questionnaire was used for data collection. The findings showed that there is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse and that there is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
It has been the general assumption that children with reasonable physical care would grow into normal happy adulthood. But scientific investigations of psychologists, sociologist and psychiatrists regarding personality development has uncovered the greater importance of the growing up and its lasting effects on the total personality of a person. Adult personality has its root in childhood. What we can do as adult is largely determined by ways in which we were allowed into experience inevitable events of childhood.

A child is neglected when he lacks continues physical and emotional contact with his mother. Children under this category are those may be due to lose of mother or both parents or the separation of both parents, thus child may be sent to nursery school or orphanages with many children which makes it difficult for special individual attention to be rendered to each child. Those children are therefore brought up by stranger which could be changed at different times due to the shift of their study.

One of the primary difficulties in addressing child abuse is how to define it. It is any form of physical, psychological, social, emotional and sexual maltreatment of a child whereby the survival, safety, self-esteem, growth, and development of the child are endangered (Alokan and Bimbola, 2010, P. 73). It is a social conduct injurious to the child in the process of interacting with parents and adults in the family.

Child abuse can be defined as the portion of harm to children that result from human action or in action that is prescribed, proximate and preventable. The definition recognizes that such harm is no accident but something perpetrated on children by others, usually intestinally and that the actors inflicting this harm do not enjoy society approval. It is also point out that abuse generally come from the child immediate environment and that it is preventable child neglect is a passive form of maltreatment or abuse UNICEF (1986

 Child abuse refers to the harm that is done to children. Any action which impedes the child’s development should be considered as abuse. According to Royal Canadian Police (2006) child abuse is any form of physical psychological, social, emotional or sexual maltreatment of a child whereby the survival, safety, self-esteem, growth and development of the child are endangered. RCP goes further to say that there are four main types of child abuse they are neglect, emotional, physical and sexual abuse. Child abuse includes any behaviour which neglects the child’s survival and development needs, causes physical or emotional injury, harassment and subject the child to measures, situation and experiences which interfere with the healthy development towards adulthood. According to UNICEF child abuse and neglect are far more common in single-parent families than in families where both parents are present.

Sedkajm and Broadhurst (1996) stated that the growing empirical evidence on child abuse reveals new alarming and distinct patterns of familiar relationship that contribute greatly to this tragedy. In addition to poverty and community environment, the rising incidence of child abuse can be linked to one more factor: whether an abused child’s parents are married. Children react in different ways to the onset of divorce. Some will be extremely sad and show signs of depression and even sleeplessness. Anxiety levels peak as they feel they are going to be abandoned or rejected by one or even both parents. Some divorce situations make the child feel lonely. This may be due to a long absence of one of the parents. No matter what the situation, the child will be affected in some ways by divorce. Some children may become psychologically scarred from the experience.

Child support payments and financial assistance place a monetary strain on one or both parents which directly affects the children negatively. This can lead to physical abuse which involves injuring a child’s body by beating them, burning them or breaking their bones. Broken home can also lead to child neglect which can include physical neglect (withholding food, clothing, shelter or other physical necessities), emotional neglect (with holding love, comfort or affection) or medical neglect (withholding needed medical care) confirmed that a child is safest when his biological parents are married and least safe when his mother is cohabiting with a man other than her husband. Children are many times safer living with their biological married parents than in other family configurations. Various features of child abuse negate the United Nations Convention and OAU charter on Rights of the child. The basic principles of children’s rights according to the United Nations (1989) among others are that every child has the right to live and be allowed to survive and develop every child is entitled to a name, family and nationality is entitled to adequate rest and recreation according to his/her age and culture; every child is entitled to protection from any act that interferes with his or privacy, honor and reputation; every child is entitled to receive compulsory basic education and equal opportunity for higher learning, depending on individual ability. The abused children are costly investment deficits for the society. This is because they are prone to high incidence of personality disorder and lack social skills for dealing with others (Aluko, 1996). Abused children grow up as callous, insensitive adults with varied repercussions for families and society (Adediran, 2003).

In Nigeria, there has been public outcry including media campaign against the prevalent exposure of children to this avoidable social misfortune called child abuse. One observes children engaging in petty-trading and hawking for their parents/guardians when they should be in school laying solid foundation for their future. There are also cases of child prostitution in order to get money. The average school teacher today has on his hands a crisis resulting from parents abdication of their responsibilities and many teachers believe this has (adversely affected the character and output of students. There are cases of dirty and tattered uniformed students stealing or begging for food, students not coming to school regularly and students sleeping during lessons almost all the time. Some of them are affected with anxiety, depression and passive or withdrawal behaviour. Some of the students engage in aggressive, disruptive, inappropriate acts or delinquent behaviour. Some seek inappropriate affection from other students. All these types of negative behaviour usually affect students academic performance.

The cause of child abuse can be traced to broken homes and having large families. A child in a broken home would not receive as much emotional, psychological and financial support as a child in a settled home. Emery (1989) noted that neglected children often are more seriously disturbed than abused children. The neglected child is treated more as if he were not there or as if his parents wished he were not there and this insidious and fundamental rejection can inflict deep psychological wounds (Fagan, 1997). According to Campbell (1932) a broken home is any home where both parents are not living together with child in a normal family relationship. The break might be due to divorce, desertion or any other cause. She went to say that the broken home has a definite effect upon the child’s achievement in school. In a similar vein, Fagan (1999) documented that the root cause of poverty and income disparity is linked undeniably to the presence of marriage. Broken families earn less and experience lower level of educational achievement. Worse, they pass the prospect of meager incomes and family instability on to their children, ensuring a continuity if not expanding cycle of economic distress. Some studies have shown a correlation between broken homes and delinquency in relation to variables such as age, sex, family structure and substances abuse (Barn-Flowers, 2002). Dissention and conflict in a marriage have been found to be important factors in the onset of delinquency among youths. Ganga et al. (1989) did psychosocial analysis of inmates of an approved school; the result revealed that broken home was the reason for the emotional stress which triggered antisocial behaviour. Children want to be with their parents in spite of the injustice done to them. Adult irresponsibility and lack of commitment in matters of sex, love and marriage result in massive suffering for children. Child abuse after robbing children happy childhood is contributing to the growing numbers of violent young people who diminish the freedom to live and walk around safely in the society.

Children from broken home are at great risk in terms of psychological problems. This is supported by the report of London Institute of Psychiatry (2008) which says that people from broken homes are more prone to psychotic illness such as schizeophrenia. This is mental illness in which a person becomes unable to link thought, emotion and behaviour; leading to withdrawal from reality and personal relationships. Abused children grow up in a world of uncertainly, inconsistency, lies, violation, pain and abandonment. Abandonment does not necessarily mean just when a child is left on his own, it also means emotional abandonment leaving a frightened young child all alone to deal with the inner turmoil brought about by abuse. Some abused children often repeat the vicious cycle by becoming abusive parents. Apart from broken homes, other factors has been attributed to the practice of child abuse in the society. This study will therefore examine the factors responsible for child abuse and neglect. Thus the aim of this research work is to shed more light on the issue of child abuse and neglect in Kaduna South Local Government of Kaduna State.

1.2
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Child abuse is one of the most severe violations of human rights in the world today, involving millions of children worldwide. The phenomenon links all countries and regions in a web of international crime. Every year, children are smuggle across borders and sold like commodities and force. Others are trafficked within their home countries, usually from rural to urban areas. Child abuse violates the human rights guaranteed to children under international law, most notably the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Children's survival and development are threatened, and their rights to education, health and protection are denied. The lucrative 'business' has severely affected children in Nigeria. The heinous business denies children the opportunity to grow socially, psychologically and even physically. It must be fought, it must stop now! However, the question of how one can tackle such a problem without the knowledge of its aetiology cannot be left unanswered; it is on this background that the researcher chose to examine the factors responsible for child abuse and neglect. 

1.4
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The purpose of the study is to examine the factors responsible for child abuse and neglect. Specifically, the study will focus on the following:

The relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

The relationship between parental educational background and child abuse

The relationship between broken home and child abuse

1.5
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS
For the purpose of this research, the following null hypothesis has been drawn for testing and verification:

Hypothesis One
Ho: There is no significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

Hi: There is no significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

Hypothesis Two
Ho: There is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.

Hi: There is no significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.

Significant of the Study
This study will be beneficial in the following areas:

The study will guide the federal government of Nigeria in planning and formulating policies towards teaching the problem of child abuse. The study will also be useful to parents in that it will encourage them to provide education for their children and provide conducive environment for learning. The study will equally benefit the public in that it will enlighten them on the issues surrounding child abuse.

Finally, the study will be relevant to other researchers since it will provide the theoretical framework for further studies.  

Scope of the Study
The study covers socio economic background and child abuse. The study is further limited to Kaduna South Local Government of Kaduna State.

Operational Definition of Terms
The following terms will be defined as used in the study: 

Socio: this is a term that is connected with society or the study of society

Economic: an activity that produces profit to an individual

Background: the details of a person’s education, experience and family

Child: an individual who is below the age of puberty

1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
This research work is organized in five chapters, for easy understanding, as follows Chapter one is concerned with the introduction, which consist of the (overview, of the study), historical background, statement of problem, objectives of the study, research hypotheses, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of terms and historical background of the study. Chapter two highlights the theoretical framework on which the study is based, thus the review of related literature. Chapter three deals on the research design and methodology adopted in the study. Chapter four concentrate on the data collection and analysis and presentation of finding. Chapter five gives summary, conclusion, and recommendations made of the study.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1 INTRODUCTION
This chapter reviews the literature on factors responsible for child abuse and neglect in Nigeria. It discusses issues arising from the topic of interest as viewed from different perspectives, with a view of giving a theoretical and empirical foundation to the study.
2.2 LITERATURE REVIEW
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

Child Abuse 

Child abuse or child maltreatment is physical, sexual, or psychological maltreatment or neglect of a child or children, especially by a parent or other caregivers. It may include any act or failure to act by a parent or other caregivers that results in actual or potential harm to a child, and can occur in a child`s home, or in the organization ,schools or communities the child interact, the terms child abuse and child maltreatment are often used interchangeably, but some researchers make a distinction between them ,treating child maltreatment as an umbrella term to cover neglect, exploitation and trafficking.  

There is no generally accepted definition of child as a result of differences in the perception of what generally is acceptable as abusive or not .the African network for prevention and protection against child abuse and neglect [ANPPCAN] defines child abuse as the intentional, unintentional or well intentional acts which endanger the physical health, emotional, moral and the educational welfare of children. Child abuse can be seen as any act of omission or commission, physical or psychological maltreatment or neglect of a child by its parent, guardian, caregivers or other adults that may endanger the child’s physical, psychological or emotional health and development. In this definition, wrongfully maltreating a child or selfishly making an unfair use of a child’s services by adults responsible for the child constitutes child abuse .thus the adult may not be directly related to the child but a person in whose care the child is left can be an abuser. This may include the educators, healthcare workers, day care workers, or other responsible adults [child welfare information gateway (2008). 

Causes of Street Hawking 
( The dramatic increase in child labor and street trading in Nigeria can be attributed to several factors. The rapid growth of many less developed countries, high rates of unemployment, inflation, low wages and deplorable working conditions have contributed to incidents of street trading and children attempt to help and support their families. The major causes of child abuse are economic, this is associated with poverty. This hawking of wares and food product on the roads and motor parks is an economic means to make both ends meet, either sponsored by parents or child personal interest [Ebgbo, 2003]. Cultural beliefs in relating to the child are also other causes of child abuse as children are seen more as mere properties of parents [Fawole et al, 2003]. Another cause of child abuse is violence against the child caused by emotion on the part of parent or guardian and ignorance. Several reasons have been put forward as predisposing factors to child street hawking. These factors include poverty, high cost of living, lack of sponsorships ,poor school performance ,single parenthood, large family size, peer group pressure, poor home conditions, parents unemployment, parental pressure, poor scholastic achievements[Fawole et al.,2003]. Under employment in Nigeria has made provision of social welfare services like education, healthcare, water supply and energy not only inadequate, but expensive, thereby promoting parents to resort to child labour and exploitation. Hence, some Nigerian parents and guardians abuse their children through street hawking in order to support family income and this hawking is encouraged because it is convenient for those who purchase their needs while in traffic, motor parks, offices and business centers [Oloko, 1989]. 

Appeal [2009] has identified structural inequalities as the cause of child hawking, while Nwabueze [1992] sees poverty and inequalities as the major cause of street hawking and child labour. Okojie [1987] postulates the causes to be an adverse economic environment, underemployment, massive retrenchment, unemployment and a poor quality of life. Ebigbo [2003] contended that while poverty is often postulated as the principal cause of forcing children into labour, lack of social services at home, lack of good housing, have been known to compel parents to send their children into street hawking and child labour. The less privileged children, including children without families and/or without homes are most vulnerable to this social ill. The economic constraints also force people to look for wealth at all cost to the detriments of their children. In the similar argument, Crosson (2008) argued that there is link between parents with marginal incomes and the imperative to push children into work so as to supplement family income. This view, supported by Bass (2004), who hold that children of poor family have to help generate family income and compensate for economic of discrepancies in the society. In such situations, poverty breeds poverty. A poor family has a high probability of staying poor since low family incomes carry with them high risk of illness, limitations on mobility, and limited access to education. Thus, the legacy of poverty is passed from parents to children (UNICEF, 1996). Child labour is also one of the many manifestations of poverty in 70% of households in Nigeria, providing an essential means of income for poor families. International labor organization (2006) identified eight causative factors of child labor in Nigeria. These are: cultural influences, economic problems, national debt, law, education, unemployment, inability to cope with the needs of the family members, street life and single parents families. Oruwari (1996), Adudu (1987) and Okojie (1987) identified five factors such as housing, illiteracy, and possession of consumerism, unemployment/underemployment, low incomes and inability to cope with the needs of members of their households, as indicators of the extent of poverty among women and children. Child labour and street hawking can be attributed to urbanization and modernization. Hoyano and Keenan (2007) opined that people who migrate from rural area to urban areas in search of better prospects are often ill prepared for urban life and therefore forced to either use their children or other children to enhance their economic situation. Child labour and street hawking can also be linked to child rearing norms and the attribute of parents, where, for the purpose of socialization, children are required to carry out assigned domestic chores and economic activities (Aderinto, 2000). Child labor and street hawking has also been traced to the rise of capitalism as a system of production, where labor becomes a commodity to be bought and sold. Child labor was, therefore, encouraged by capitalism (Ake, 1981). The structure and functions of families play role in shaping the behavior and skills of children. Children must be raised to be responsible members of society with appropriate values, beliefs and training, the ability of the family to function effectively is a factor in child development. Child labour is a sign of family dislocation and disorganization. As a result of child labor, the welfare of the children is adversely affected, as they are exposed to other social ills and dangers. They are forced to live in the adult’s world away from their families. 

Types of Child Abuse and Neglect 

No single, universally accepted definition of child maltreatment exists. Each state constructs its own definition, which can be found using a combination of mandatory child-abuse reporting laws, criminal statutes, and juvenile courts statutes. There are three main types of child maltreatment, which often co-occur; physical abuse, which may range in severity from minor bruising to death. 

Forms of child abuse 

Child abuse can be broadly categorized into five perspectives namely physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, neglect and child exploitation (child labor). Physical abuse: physical abuse may be seen as the inflicting of a non-accidental bodily injury on a child. The injury may not have been intended by the parent or caretaker and is not an accident but may be due to over-discipline or corporal punishment that may not be appropriate or is unjustified for the child at that age. Emotional abuse:  emotional abuse is also known as verbal abuse, mental abuse or psychological maltreatment. The national clearing house on child abuse and neglect information (2006) defines emotional abuse as “acts or omissions by the parent or other caregivers that have caused, or could cause serious behavioral, cognitive, emotional or mental disorder’’. Emotional abuse can thus be seen as any attitude, behavior or failure to act on the part of a caregiver who interferes with a child’s mental health, social development or sense of self-worth. It is probably the least understood, yet the most prevalent, cruelest and destructive 

TYPES OF ABUSE

Sexual abuse: sexual abuse is defined as the employment, use of persuasion, inducement, enticement, or coercion of any child to engage in, or assist any other person to engage in, any sexually explicit conduct or simulation of such conduct for the purpose of producing a visual depiction of such conduct. It is the rape, and in cases of caretaker or interfamilial relationship, statutory rape, molestation, prostitution, or other forms of sexual exploitation of children or incest with children. As a result of the secrecy that characterizes these cases; sexual abuse is the most often under-reported form of child maltreatment. Sexually abused children experience emotional problem from a feeling of guilt and shame (Olafson, Corwin & Summit, 1993). 
Neglect: This is a failure to provide basic needed care for the child such as shelter, food, clothing, education, supervision, medical care and other basic necessities needed for the child physical intellectual and emotional development. It is a situation where the guardians or parents fail to perform tasks that are necessary for the well being of the child which invariably can lead to the child’s health and safety being endangered. Child exploitation: Child exploitation often refers to as child labour or child trafficking which involves the use of a child in work or other activities for the benefit of others. Child exploitation is a systematic process of using children to work with little or no compensation and concentration for their health and safety (Newman, 2001). These children are used to do hard work in the farms that are above their ages and some are made to hawk wears for long hours without food, such children rarely benefit from education and will eventually drop out of school. By the time these children reach adulthood, they are physically, emotionally, morally and intellectually damaged. 

Various forms of child abuse in Nigeria 

Children in urban areas are quickly caught up in the daily struggle for survival and material gain (Ebigbo, 2003). Thus the analysis of child abuse and neglect in Nigerian nation, may found that child abandonment, sexual abuse, child neglect, kidnapping and hawking were the most seen forms of child abuse (Ebigbo 2003). It is worrisome, that young girls and boys are sent from rural areas to families in the cities to serve as housemaids and houseboys. This to a reasonable extent has broken the traditional culture which erodes children opportunity for personal growth. Children who work as house helps may also be required either by their parents or their families they serve to sell items for food, clothing and general merchandise on the street. In most cases they are part-time secret traders and subjects to many of the damaging facets of street life. In the eastern parts and western parts of Nigeria children may attend morning or afternoon school and hawk goods out of school hours, though there are some children who trade on the street the whole day. The children income helps their families or house-madams financially or pay for school fees at times for their children against the social contracts they had with their parents from the village to train these children. Although most Nigerian children return home at the end of the day, a growing number including girls, manage to survive and exist on the streets, contrary to the training their masters and madams assumed to offer, researchers like Oloko(1989), Ebigbo & Izuora(1985) kisekkal (1981) supported the argument. It is on record that 64 million girls worldwide are child abused with 46% of these in south Asian and 41% in west and central Africa. Evidently they marry before the age of 18, (Tell, 2014). The girl –child marriage poses life threatening with risks like VVF, and associated pregnancy related complications which may cause life threatening situations. Consequently, about 140 million girl-children in the world have suffered female genital mutilations, (Tell, 2014). There is a wide traditional cultural shared belief that female genital circumcision will help balance the family relationship. 

It is disheartening to observe that in the northern Nigerian Muslim communities are practicing girl-marriage, the case is more seen among the northerners with minimal practice in western and south-south  and south-eastern Nigerian and in some parts of the western world. In south eastern part of Nigerian for instance, such cases of getting married to girl-child marriage still exist, especially among the illiterate rural dwellers. The girl-mother is prone to suffer the medical complication at times which is referred to as vesicular vaginal fistula and to tackle the menace; the government established a medical outfit the vesicular vaginal fistula center, to repair females with the medical complications of vesicular vaginal fistula. The centre help the vulnerable females in the country (Ajanwachukwu, 2012). 

Accordingly, the Muslim religion prohibits girls from becoming pregnant before marriage, encourages early marriage, assumed that a girl should take a husband before her second menstruation. The tradition of early marriage is very difficult to change and has led to abusive practice which is condoned by parents. The question here is what needed to be done to provide adequate health care facilities to help curb the vesicular vaginal fistula and other related medical complication among the tanagers. The reason is that the economic inequalities has made the rural dwellers to patronize the local birth attendant that will reduce cost and give them lasting injuries in the cause of the delivery. The practice has made girl-child to engage in street hawking to assist the mother to buy household goods for them when they marry, Oloko (1989), UN (2005). 

It is interestingly to note that the child whose right are valuated or abused may not even show consent since he or she take it as a normal way of living or what may be called the culture of the people. In some other cases you may see a girl-child to betrothed to a man who is of the father’s age because of the parent’s inability to pay their debts in alternative they use the girl-child to settle the debt without minding the sociological and psychological effects it has on such girl-child. Another worrisome situation in a child abuse is female genital mutilation which is more seen in south eastern Nigeria though it exist in other part of the country at minimal level when compare with south eastern Nigeria. It is a cultural practice that before a girl-child is given out for marriage she must undergo female genital mutilation which is followed by celebration at the end of the process before handing her over to her proposed husband. However, it is assumed that such practice controls sexual excess of a girl-child. 

This is so in view of a great campaign against child abuse in Nigerian, as traditional harmful practices. Government and NGO are working hard in the campaign championing the ugly scenario of child abuse with special reference to female genital mutilation and other related child abuse .The traditional condemned method has kept some girl-child at the various risks of life and psychological and clinical negative consequences. The enlightenment campaign of NGO in the fight against child abuse in Nigeria has not yielded desired outcome or result. The condemnable act was omitted in child right act (2003); it needed to have included not having girl-child organ mutilated. This right of a girl –child not to have her genital mutilated was omitted in the act; this is indeed a great omission. The omission is amplified by Igwenyi (2001). 

As asserted by Igwenyi (2001), he stated as follows...the child rights act,2003 is a very ambitious legislation which seeks to cover practically all issues of civil and criminal law relating to the child …..That notwithstanding, the act is far less than perfect. For instance, the failure to deal with the obnoxious female genital mutilation is a major defect cited in Ajanwachukwu (2012).it is worrisome, although there is a restriction, some Nigerian children hawking at various places are expressly prohibited by the act. This is so because in terms of practicality, it is not possible to prohibit street hawking, the harsh economic realities of Nigeria have made that prohibition unattained and the prohibition right can therefore not be guaranteed. In order to make both ends meet, Nigerian children hawk goods or services in streets, roads and high ways of main cities. The act cannot stop it; it is assumed that only robust economy will discouraged it. It cannot be stopped, not even as the statute has so provided. It is endemic in the polity. It is a fact of common knowledge that at the public highways leading into and out of the major cities of Nigerian, especially the highways leading into and out of the former and present federal capital territories, children are actively involved in hawking to the extent of even obstructing traffic and constituting a clog to the free flow of traffic. It is the same Nigerian child that hawks at ministries, social, welfare Department, and court premises and nobody seems to show concern. It quite convincing that no child desired to be involved in exploitative labour, but whereas in our economy, there is depression and hardship. A child would voluntarily accept a job that is labour intensive and exploitative just to source money for school fees, future trade or assist the poor parents. Exploitative labour cannot come to an end by the making of an enactment prohibiting it but would naturally and on its own (without prohibit legislation) end if the economy is robust and parents are rich and would not need their children to do some work to raise some money to assist in the payment of school fees ,or for up keeping and feeding of the family .Nigeria children would not undertake jobs that exploit them if they are jobs opportunities and where the available jobs are not exploitative. Street begging is a welcome development in northern Nigerian communities. Its prohibition may not be convincing since that is their normal way of life. For northern Muslim the almajiri cannot be dispensed with. Again the children whose integrity is being protected by placing a ban on street begging may not appreciate why a religious practice should be banned .This right as in the case of child marriage, although provided for, is not likely to be enjoyed even though provision is made for it. The religious and cultural imperatives undercut the existence for this right. Some of these children die in the process, while those that are not dead sometimes do not meet their parents and relatives anymore. Some of these children live the homes at such tender ages that they do not know their surnames. By the times they grow, not having known their surnames, they adopt as their surnames, the first of surname of their organic teacher or adopt as their surnames the city where they grew up in. This is a child abuse punishable by law for 10 years. 

Child Abuse in Nigeria 

The economic divide, religious divide, environmental divide, and cultural divide are form of child abuse .Though, Nigeria is one of Africa’s largest economy, and despite that poverty and inequality are widespread and increasing in both rural and urban areas. Nearly two-thirds of the population lives on less than $1.25 per day (purchasing power parity 2008) and the country has a gain co-efficient value of 0.49(undp,2009) cited in Nicola et al (2012). Similarly, the poverty has grievous potentials on children’s survival and impacts on protection needs, NPC,(2009). The less than five mortality rate is 171 per 1,000, ranging from 87 per 1,000 for the wealthiest families to 219 for the poorest (NPC, 2009). Malnutrition is a significant concern: 27% of Nigerian under five (between 2003 and 2008) was considered moderately/severe stunting (UNICEF, 2010) cited in Nicola et al (2012). The poverty high level has forced many children into the labor market: 15 million Nigerian children are currently working to support their families and pay their school fees (UNICEF Nigeria, 2006). The highlighted work is in most cases in the informal labor market, hawking goods on the streets or highway or harvesting crops for approximately 20 hours each week (Okpukpara & odurukwe, 2006) cited in Nicola et al (2012). it is unaccepted that majority of these children revealed that long hours cause them to miss at least one day of school each week and this may cause low performance in academic achievement in the school. The net attendance ratio for primary school in Nigeria is quite low, at 62.1(NPC 2009), for secondary school, it is lower, at only 4.9. There is significant variation across the country. In urban areas 74.1; while in rural areas it is 57. The south east has the nation’s best primary school enrolment ratio, at 82.8; the north-west, on the other hand has only 43.7 cited in Nicola et al (2012). Child abuses in Nigeria are seen in various forms and degrees from sex and possessions of property. Female child are not allowed to posses land or landed property mostly in south eastern Nigeria. This is because male counterparts are superior to female counterparts. Therefore, female are seen as not part  of the family immediately after marriage and they are not trained in school like the male counterparts, the assumption is that the girl child education ends in the kitchen. Any money invested in training a woman is considered as a waste of resources. Similarly, the southern eastern Nigeria victimizes children from going to school but encourage their children to learn trade in the urban cities of the country where a child will be under exploitative labour and signed to stay up to 5 to 10 year’s apprenticeship. At sometime the child will be alleged to have stolen some money and other related offences and this usually terminates the agreement between the child apprentice and the master, leaving the child to suffer social and psychological trauma in future. Domestic help seen mostly, in our various cities today, are from poor parents who wish that their children would be catered for in doing small jobs in various homes, but these children are exposed to rape, kidnapping, and rituals and at different time sent to street hawking/highway to assist the family that brought them to town. 

WHO (2010) contends that neglect and abuse often causes stress that is associated with disruption in early brain development. Severe stress can lead to physical consequences such as impairment in the nervous system and immune system. Because of physically damaged stress victims of abuse experience, they are at greater risk for future problems such as obesity, smoking, and alcohol misuse (who, 2010). Some scholars cited in Friedman, (2010) have it that those adults who were abused as children might experience the long term consequences of low economic well being in adulthood. It is evident that truancy, suspensions, discrimination and shared depression of mind has a negative influence on the child. In other to correct the ugly scenario the number of victims and the high increase of wide consequences, more need to be done from the angle of abuse and Prevention 

which borders on; 

( Family 

( Cultural 

( Values 

( Economic/social 

( Religious practice/ environmental 

The effect of highlighted variables in the model has created a gap between the rich parents and poor parents and continent included, when harvested are seen directly and indirectly affecting the larger society, therefore called child abuse. Supporting the argument, the attachment theory has it that parents are sanctuary of safety through all of early childhood. It is convincing that secure attachments cause children to develop internal model of self-competence and a model of dependability or others. On the contrary, insecure attachments, however promote feelings of threat, rejection and personal unworthiness, (Tarabulsy, Pascuzzo, Moss, St-larent, Benier& Cyr, 2008). Thus what mostly, observed in Nigeria nation are significant percentages of insecure attachments which pave way for child abuse; the information process theory that possesses the mind and thought would assist in upbringing of the child depending on positivity/negativity of environment. Child abuse is a complex phenomenon with multiple causes Fontana (1994). No single factor can be identified as to why some adults behave violently towards children. The World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) identify multiple factors at the level of the individual, their relationships, their local community, and their society at large that combine to influence the occurrence of child maltreatment. At the individual level, such factors include age, sex, and personal history, while at the level of society; factors contributing to child maltreatment include cultural norms, encouraging harsh physical punishment of children, economic inequality, and the lack of social safety nets, World Health Organization and International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and neglect (2006). WHO and ISPCAN state that understanding the complex interplay of various risk factors is vital for dealing with the problem of child maltreatment. The American Psychoanalyst Elisabeth Young- Bruchi maintains that harm to children is justified and made acceptable by widely held beliefs in children’s inherent subservience to adults; resulting in a largely unacknowledged prejudice against children she termed childism. She contends that such prejudice, while not the immediate cause of child maltreatment, must be investigated in order to understand the motivation behind a given act of abuse, as well as to shed light on societal failures to support children’s needs and development in general. Young-Bruchi (2012), the founding editor of International Journal of Children’s right, Michael Freeman, also argues that the ultimate causes of child abuse lie in prejudice against children, especially the view that human rights do not apply equally to adults and children, He writes, ‘the roots of child abuse lie not in parental psycho-pathology or in socio-environmental stress (through their influences cannot be discounted) but in a sick culture which denigrates and depersonalizes, which reduces children to property, to sexual objects so that they become the legitimate victims of both adult violence and lust” (Freeman,1997). 

Factors Precipitating Child Abuse and Neglect in Nigeria 

Understanding the factors that contribute to child abuse problem will help us frame our own local analytical questions, determine good effectiveness measures, recognize key intervention points, and select appropriate responses Victims 

Statistics have shown in 2005 that across all types of maltreatment, newborns to three-year-olds had the highest victimization rates and more than half were seven or younger. About half of all victims were boys, and half girls. In America, White and Hispanic children have lower victimization rates than children of other ethnicities. The victims profile is somewhat different depending on the individual type of maltreatment. 

Physical abuse: the risk of physical abuse decreases as the child gets older, although  adolescents are also victims of it. Boys and girls are equally at risk of minor physical abuse, although boys are slightly more likely to sustain injuries. Physical abuse occurs disproportional among economically disadvantaged families; income also affects the severity of abuse. Caretakers who physically abuse their children tend to experience high stress (e.g., from single-parenting, health problems, unemployment, poverty) and may have poorly developed coping skills. They may also struggle with personality factors such as low self-esteem, poor impulse control, depression, and low frustration tolerance, their expectation for their child may exceed the child’s developmental capacity. As a result, they may not interact well with their Children and they tend to use more punitive discipline. Perhaps because mothers spend more time with their children, perpetrators are slightly more likely to be female than male. Further, normal adolescent defiance and rebellion increases family tension and may frustrate parents, who respond with excessive punishment. When confronted, physically abusive caretakers tend to offer illogical, unconvincing, or contradictory explanations for child’s injury. Children are at highest risk of sexual abuse from age’s seven to twelve, although sexual abuse among every young child does occur and is often undetected because of their inability to communicate what is happening to them. Sexual abuse victims tend to be selected because they are vulnerable in some way (e.g very young, passive, quiet, and needy). Girls are significantly more likely to be sexually abused than boys, although it is possible that boys are simply less likely to report their victimization. 

Neglect: the risk of neglect generally declines with age. The mean age of victims of neglect is six years old. Boys and girls are equally at risk of neglect. Children are never responsible for their victimization, but certain characteristics increase their vulnerability. Children’s need for attention and affection is their single most exploitable characteristics, particularly in the case of sexual abuse, a trusted adult may take advantage of a child’s natural curiosity, desire to be included, and need for affection. The relationship between children and their caretakers makes it difficult for children to interpret what is happening to them as “abuse”. A victim may also feel a sense of loyalty to the abuser, and while the victim may want the abuse to stop, but he or she may not want the perpetrator to be punished. Children with disabilities are extremely dependent on adults, and its dependence limits their ability to protect themselves and, in some situation, they may have the ability to disclose what is happening to them. Sexual abusers are usually in a position of authority or trust over their victims. They are usually male and typically in their early 30s, although a significant proportion are adolescents (e.g., siblings or babysitters). Offenders who victimize family member tend to have only one or two victims (usually female), while non- relative offenders tend to have a much larger number of victims (usually male). The feelings of inadequacy, depressions, isolation, rigid values, and deviant arousal patterns contribute to their feelings. Once they have selected a vulnerable victim, perpetrators generally ‘’groom’’ the victim by progressing from non sexual touching to sexual activity. They may use their authority to force their victims to participate, or may use various forms of enticements and coercion. Using bribes, threats, isolation, or physical aggression, perpetrators also persuade their victims to remain silent about the abuse so that other adult cannot intervene. 

Repeat Victimization: For many children who have experienced maltreatment, the efforts of police, child protective services, and other social services have been insufficient and will not prevent repeat victimization. In 2005, in Nigeria, approximately 6 percent of victims experienced another incident of abuse or neglect within six months of a substantiated finding of maltreatment. One study found out that the highest risk of subsequent abuse was within 30 to 60 days after the initial report. The Situation that increases the risk of subsequent victimization which preclude, caretaker substance abuse and criminal behavior, and the lack of police involvement in the initial investigation. 

Perpetrators: Child abuse occurs in all cultural, ethnic, occupational, and socioeconomic groups. A parents ‘s likelihood of mistreating his or her children is rarely the result of any single factors , but rather results from a combination of circumstances and personality types . While certain factors may be prevalent among perpetrators, the mere presence of a situation or particular trait does not mean that maltreatment will always occur. 

Family Factors: Children in single –parent families may be at higher risk of physical abuse and neglect, although the effects of poverty, stress, social isolation, and lack of support are all contributing factors. Risk is reduced for the children of single mothers when the children have a relationship with their fathers. In two-parent families, the risk of maltreatment is greater if marital conflict or domestic violence is also present. Neglectful parents tend to have more children and more people living in the household. Neglected children’s homes are characterized by chaos and an ever-changing constellation of adult and child residents. 

Environment factors: Families living in areas challenged by poverty and employment, particularly when coupled with the individual and family factors described above, are at higher risk of child abuse and neglect. The degree of social support available to parents, along with community attitudes about raising children and using punishment, can also contribute to the risk of child maltreatment. 
HARMS CAUSED BY CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT IN THE HOME 

Children who suffer abuse and neglect may sustain a variety of devastating physical, psychological, cognitive and behavioral problems. The effects vary with the age and personality of the victims and also with the type and duration of the abuse. Physical consequences may range from minor injuries to severe brain damages, while psychological harms range from lack of self-esteem to learning disorders to serious mental illness. Many abused and neglected children develop a behavioral problem that interferes with their education and lead to their involvement in delinquency. Maltreated children may run away from home, get involved with drugs and alcohol, experience intimacy problems, and self –harm. Research has shown that significant proportions of adults who were abused as children go on to abuse their own children. Serious negative outcomes are more likely if the abuse occurs over a long period of time, if it involves violence, or if offenders are the victim’s father. While many maltreated children experience immediate and lifelong problems, many do not. Researchers on promoting resiliency in children has found that abuse negative effects can be buffered when children can forms trusting relationships with adults, have structure and rules at home , are encouraged to be autonomous , and have access to health , education , welfare and social services . Not only does child abuse and neglect harm the victims themselves, but also it harms families and communities. Non offending parents, not only must help their children recover from maltreatment, but also must deal with their own complicity in permitting the maltreatment to occur, or in failing to recognize the signs of abuse in their children. The presence of child abuse and neglect in a community reflects attitudes about child rearing, punishment, and acceptance of violence as a solution to problems. Effects of child abuse and neglect include delinquency, substance abuse, and violence, efforts to reduce the incidence of child abuse and neglect are essential to long -term public health and public safety efforts. 

FRAMEWORK AGAINST CHILD ABUSE 

Under the Nigerian law, a person can be classified into four folds namely: an infant (age 1-6years), a child (age 7-13 years), a young person (14-17years) and an adult (18years and above). However, the child Rights Act 2003 classified any person who is below the age of 18 years as a child. In the same vein, the convention on the Rights of the child (CRC) defines a child, as any human being who is below the age of 18 years except the law of the child’s country states otherwise. For the purposes of this work, the child is referred to as any human being below the age of 18years. It is important to note that labour Act, Criminal Code, Penal Code, the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigerian Constitution. (1999) as amended, Child Right Act (2003) and the convention on the right of the child (CRC) to which Nigeria is a signatory, a child is defined as, a human being below the Age of 18years, except the law of the child’s country stated otherwise, some of the highlights of the convention are as follows: 

Every child has the right to his/her life and the development of body and mind.

Government of member nation must ensure that child suffers no discrimination.

Children shall not be forced to leave or be separated from parents unless by the order of the court of law.

The upkeep and upbringing of the child is the responsibility of the parents but the states shall assist and support the parents.

The thrust of these rights is to assure that every child born into world is accorded in his or her childhood and youth, the fullest opportunities for self-realization, by being entitled to opportunities and facilities which guarantee healthy and normal development in all spheres of human life. 

THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK 

Attachment Theory 

Attachment theory is a relatively new, open-ended theory with eclectic underpinnings, intended as a revision of psychoanalytic theory, particularly Freudian instinct theory and meta-psychology; it has been infused by present –day biological principles with an emphasis on ethnology and evolutionary theory, as well as by control-systems theory and cognitive psychology. Although it began with an attempt to understand the disturbed functioning of individuals who had experienced traumatic losses or early separations, it is a theory of normal development that offers explanations for some types of a typical development (Bowlby, 1969, 1973, 1980). Since Bowlby’s preliminary formulation (bowlby, 1987), it has stimulated research into socio-emotional development and growth of interpersonal relationship and has been responsive to the findings of such research with continuous clarification, refinements, and extension of applications. For example, it suggests a causal relationship between anomalies of attachment in the parent and abuse of the child (Ainsworth, 1980). Ethological theory proposes that there are species –characteristics patterns of behavior that have evolved because they function to promote species survival – or to be more specific, gene survival. The propensity to develop these behaviors is transmitted genetically and evoked by specific and expectable internal and environmental conditions. Attachment theory applies this principle to the almost universal occurrence of infant attachment to the parent and of parental care giving to the infant, as well as to attachment components in close relationships between adult partners (Ainsworth, 1985, Bowlby, 1969, 1979). 

INFORMATION PROCESSING THEORY 

The present study is anchored on Horton & Turnage (1976) information processing theory. The assumption of the theory is on stimulus and the responses of human being. They identify the basic processes and describe precisely how these processes function and variables that affects the human mind and thought. The cognitive psychologists’ assumption on information mental process, such as perception, attention and memory are vital components of human psychological wellbeing. They used computer as a model to compare the brain of human being. The computer is divided into two parts; the hardware and the software – the machine itself and –software, the information tool that instructs its operation. To them computer like a human being process input perform certain operations on the information stored in it and generate output. The mind too, must selectively attend and perceive the association and computer or otherwise operate on the information. Similarly, when the child is abused the information perception, action reaction, emotion are greatly affected negatively. This may be attributed as a result of alienation of attachment from the parents. To them information processing theorists see development over the life span as gradual and cumulative that may directly or indirect affect socio-economic development of any nation around the globe . The unguided input and output of abused child may grossly disfigure the environment in terms of development and wellbeing of a common man. To support the above argument, imitation and modeling has it that people learned, directly from experiencing the consequences of their own behaviour, they also learn by watching another person’s behavior and its consequences, (Bandura, 1969; Bandura &Walters 1963). Significant percentage of human being not only children learn wide variety of behaviors from observing career appropriate attitudes and values, social –class and cultural values. Children that were not abused observe behavior modification – a method that uses conditioning procedures such as reinforcement, reward and shaping, to change behavior (Graig, 1989). While this behavior modification is necessary for sustainability of children and good upbringing which necessary is lacking in abused children. Abused children usually ended up as delinquents and eventually become nuisance to the society. 

The extent of child information, imitation and modeling positively depend on shared values, and moral values can configure the entire human race and boast almost the sector of the economy of any nation. The mimetic theory suggest that exposure to trauma can generate aggression and increase the opportunity of modeled abuse behaviour. The mimetic theory describes individuals who view a perpetrator of abuse a powerful or admirable and therefore learn to act violent in order to imitate, or mimic, acts of violence (Craig & Sprang, 2007). 

The essence of theories of this study is based on the way the cognitive psychologists conceptualized the basic processes and describe precisely how these processes functions and the variables that affect the human entity and this is a springboard were the study is anchored upon. 

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research design
The researcher used descriptive research survey design in building up this project work the choice of this research design was considered appropriate because of its advantages of identifying attributes of a large population from a group of individuals. The design was suitable for the study as the study sought to find out the factors responsible for child abuse and neglect in Nigeria using the Kaduna south local government as our case study.
Sources of data collection 
Data were collected from two main sources namely:
Primary source and
Secondary source 



Primary source:


These are materials of statistical investigation which were collected by the research for a particular purpose. They can be obtained through a survey, observation questionnaire or as experiment; the researcher has adopted the questionnaire method for this study.
Secondary source:
These are data from textbook Journal handset etc. they arise as byproducts of the same other purposes. Example administration, various other unpublished works and write ups were also used. 
Population of the study 
Population of a study is a group of persons or aggregate items, things the researcher is interested in getting information regarding child abuse and neglect in Nigeria. Two hundred (200) respondents were selected randomly by the researcher as the population of the study.
Sample and sampling procedure
Sample is the set people or items which constitute part of a given population sampling. Due to large size of the target population, the researcher used the Taro Yamani formula to arrive at the sample population of the study.
n= N
  1+N (e) 2
n= 200
1+200(0.05)2


= 200
1+200(0.0025) 
= 200    200
1+0.5 = 1.5  = 133.
3.5
Instrument for data collection 
The major research instrument used is the questionnaires. This was appropriately moderated. The secretaries were administered with the questionnaires to complete, with or without disclosing their identities. The questionnaire was designed to obtain sufficient and relevant information from the respondents. The primary data contained information extracted from the questionnaires in which the respondents were required to give specific answer to a question by ticking in front of an appropriate answer and administered the same on the teachers of the selected schools: The questionnaires contained structured questions which were divided into sections A and B.
Validation of the research instrument
The questionnaire used as the research instrument was subjected to face its validation. This research instrument (questionnaire) adopted was adequately checked and validated by the supervisor his contributions and corrections were included into the final draft of the research instrument used.
Method of data analysis
The data collected was not an end in itself but it served as a means to an end. The end being the use of the required data to understand the various situations it is with a view to making valuable recommendations and contributions. To this end, the data collected has to be analysis for any meaningful interpretation to come out with some results. It is for this reason that the following methods were adopted in the research project for the analysis of the data collected. For a comprehensive analysis of data collected, emphasis was laid on the use of absolute numbers frequencies of responses and percentages. Answers to the research questions were provided through the comparison of the percentage of workers response to each statement in the questionnaire related to any specified question being considered.
Frequency in this study refers to the arrangement of responses in order of magnitude or occurrence while percentage refers to the arrangements of the responses in order of their proportion. The simple percentage method is believed to be straight forward easy to interpret and understand method.
The researcher therefore chooses the simple percentage as the method to use.
The formula for percentage is shown as. 
% = f/N x 100/1 
Where f = frequency of respondents’ response 
N = Total Number of responses of the sample 
100 = Consistency in the percentage of respondents for each item 
Contained in questions  
CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION ANALYSIS INTERPRETATION OF DATA
4.1
Introduction


Efforts will be made at this stage to present, analyze and interpret the data collected during the field survey. This presentation will be based on the responses from the completed questionnaires. The result of this exercise will be summarized in tabular forms for easy references and analysis. It will also show answers to questions relating to the research questions for this research study. The researcher employed simple percentage in the analysis. 
4.2
Data Analysis 
The data collected from the respondents were analyzed in tabular form with simple percentage for easy understanding. 
A total of 133(one hundred and thirty-three) questionnaires were distributed and 133 questionnaires were returned.
Gender distribution of the respondents.
TABLE I
	Gender distribution of the respondents

	Response
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Male
	77
	57.9
	57.9
	57.9

	
	Female
	56
	42.1
	42.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	133
	100.0
	100.0
	


From the above table it shows that 57.9% of the respondents were male while 42.1% of the respondents were female. 
TEST OF HYPOTHESES
HYPOTHESES ONE 
Ho: There is no significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

Hi: There is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

Table III
	There is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

	Response 
	Observed N
	Expected N
	Residual

	Agreed
	40
	33.3
	6.8

	strongly agreed
	50
	33.3
	16.8

	Disagreed
	26
	33.3
	-7.3

	strongly disagreed
	17
	33.3
	-16.3

	Total
	133
	
	

	Test Statistics

	
	There is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.

	Chi-Square
	19.331a

	Df
	3

	Asymp. Sig.
	.000

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 33.3.


Decision rule: 
There researcher therefore reject the null hypothesis which states that there is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse. as the calculated value of 19.331 is greater than the critical value of 7.82 Therefore, the alternate hypothesis is accepted which states There is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.
TEST OF HYPOTHESIS TWO
Ho: There is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.

Hi: There is no significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.

	  Table IV
There is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse

	Response 
	Observed N
	Expected N
	Residual

	Yes
	73
	44.3
	28.7

	No
	33
	44.3
	-11.3

	Undecided
	27
	44.3
	-17.3

	Total
	133
	
	


	Test Statistics

	
	There is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse

	Chi-Square
	28.211a

	Df
	2

	Asymp. Sig.
	 .000

	 a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 44.3.


Decision rule: 

There researcher therefore rejects the null hypothesis which states there is a no significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse as the calculated value of 28.211 is greater than the critical value of 5.99 
Therefore the alternate hypothesis is accepted which states that there is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1 INTRODUCTION
It is important to reiterate that the objective of this study was the assessment of the factors responsible for child abuse and neglect in Nigeria.
In the preceding chapter, the relevant data collected for this study were presented, critically analyzed and appropriate interpretation given. In this chapter, certain recommendations made which in the opinion of the researcher will be of benefits in evaluating the impact of child abuse and neglect in Nigeria.

SUMMARY
This study was undertaken to examine the impact of orphanage home on the child’s personal development. The study opened with chapter one where the statement of the problem was clearly defined. The study objectives and research hypotheses were defined and formulated respectively. The study reviewed related and relevant literatures. The chapter two gave the conceptual framework, empirical and theoretical studies. The third chapter described the methodology employed by the researcher in collecting both the primary and the secondary data. The research method employed here is the descriptive survey method. The study analyzed and presented the data collected in tables and the hypotheses were tested using the chi square while the fifth chapter gives the study summary and conclusion.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Children who suffer abuse and neglect may sustain a variety of devastating physical, psychological, cognitive and behavioral problems. The effects vary with the age and personality of the victims and also with the type and duration of the abuse. Physical consequences may range from minor injuries to severe brain damages, while psychological harms range from lack of self-esteem to learning disorders to serious mental illness. Many abused and neglected children develop a behavioral problem that interferes with their education and lead to their involvement in delinquency. Maltreated children may run away from home, get involved with drugs and alcohol, experience intimacy problems, and self –harm. In this work we found out that there is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse and that there is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse. Based on our findings we make some recommendations as follows;
Government should ensure improvement in living standard of the people so that they would not continue using children as hawkers and cheap labourers.

Education should really be free and made compulsory for children in all states of the federation in order to reduce incidence of child abuse and neglect.

The Non-Government Organizations should invigorate their efforts on massive campaign against child abuse and neglect.

There should be public enlightenment programmes to combat mass ignorance and public awareness on the right to freedom from all forms of child abuse.  
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
INSTRUCTION
Please tick or fill in where necessary as the case may be. 
Section A
1.
 Gender of respondent
A.
male
{ }
B.
female
{ }
2.
Age of Respondent
A.
21-30 { }
B.
31-40 { }
C
41-50 { }
3.
Educational Status 
A.
FSLC [  ]
B.
SSCE [  ] 
C.
BSC [ ]
D.
Others……………………………….
4.
Occupational Status 

A.
Employed [  ]

B.
Unemployed [  ] 

C.
Student [ ]

SECTION B


There is a positive impact of child abuse on personality development.
Strongly Agreed
Agreed
Disagreed
Strongly Disagreed
6.
There is a negative impact of child abuse on the child’s personality development.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
7.
There is a negative impact of neglect on the child’s personality development.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
8.
There is a positive impact of neglect on the child’s personality development.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
9.
There is no significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
10.
There is a significant relationship between socio-economic status and child abuse.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
10.
Student’s individual quality does not affect their academic performance in integrated science.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
11.
There is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
12. There is a significant relationship between parent educational background and child abuse.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
13.
There is a relationship between broken home and child abuse.
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed
14.
There is no relationship between broken home and child abuse..
a)
Strongly Agreed
b)
Agreed
c)
Disagreed
d)
Strongly Disagreed

