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ABSTRACT

This research work is aim to assess the effects of COVID-19 pandemic on external examination in Nigeria using 2020 WAEC,NECO and GCE as a study. It examined the effect of covid-19 pandemic on the performance of student. The survey research design and convenient sampling method was used in this research to enroll eighty (80) participant who are all teachers in eight selected secondary schools in Abaji area council of Abuja. The researcher made use of structured questionnaire as the research instrument to collect relevant data from 80 respondents on the subject matter of the research out of which all was retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed  using frequency and table. Findings from the study revealed that the covid-19 pandemic affected external examinations thus leading to the postponement of WAEC, NECO and GCE. More so  the performance of students who were meant to write the exams. Postponement of examinations  hinges  close relationships with teachers hence might forgot learned contents. decline in study habit might lead to poor achievement in the examinations. the study therefore recommends that Parents should ensure that their children/wards are constantly and continuously engaged in learning activities Parents should ensure that their children/wards are constantly and continuously engaged in learning activities especially during any disruption of school programme or postponement of external examination so that their children will no lag behind in their performance when the exam is fixed.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Sometimes in 2019, there was an outbreak of a viral disease (Coronavirus: COVID-19) in Wuhan, China. This epidemic recently turned into a ravaging pandemic which posed a serious threat to global public health and eventually led to the total lockdown of major cites globally, Nigeria inclusive (Lin et al., 2020). This pandemic has also led to the early closure of Schools and Citizens have been advised to isolate themselves and maintain social distancing for the fear of been infected by this deadly virus (Sintema, 2020). Towards the end of March 2020, 27th to be precise through the press briefing by the Minister of Health in Nigeria, all institutions cutting across primary, secondary and tertiary institutions were instructed to close down the current academic session, due to the deadly Coronavirus which was ravaging the whole world.

The advent of the COVID pandemic has not only revealed the poor state of infrastructure and facilities in the health sector of Nigeria but also revealed the reality of the dilapidation and poor funding of the education sector. Aside from the health sector, no other area has suffered the impact of COVID-19 like education.While many countries have easily adapted and switched to virtual classes, in Nigeria, it is not only difficult but also impossible to open our schools virtually due to lack of facilities necessary to operate virtual classes, poor provision of the internet network, unstable power supply, high cost of mobile data and other challenges.Many children were out of school even before the pandemic, and even more, have dropped out due to the pandemic.The learn from home teaching method introduced by the Nigerian ministry of education to teach through radio and television is not yielding the desired result as the electricity supply in the nation is below average and the majority of Nigerians are living below the poverty line and cannot afford televisions or radios.

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Due to the outbreak of the pandemic and with schools been told to close down to reduce the spread of the virus,The external examinations(WAEC,NECO and GCE) which was schedule to take place in April ,June and August respectively were been postponed indefinetly by the examination bodies.The WAEC stakes are always high. These exams certify student achievement; they enable objective and transparent student placements into the job market, universities, and for scholarships.because of the high stakes of this examinations students spend, collectively,millions of hours each year cramming for tests that may have limited validity. Unreliable exams blunt the incentives for human capital generation,incentivize bad pedagogy in schools,and undermine employer’s faith in school degrees as a signal of human capital with potential macro implications for the labor market and economy as a whole 

1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The following are the primary objectives

To investigate the effect of the pandemic on external examinations

To find out if student performance in this examination will be affected because of the pandemic
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
What is the effect of the pandemic on external examination?

In what ways did the pandemic affect the performance of students in 2020 WAEC, GCE and NECO exams?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study will provide an insight into the effects of COVID-19 Schools close down on the Senior Secondary School examination. This study will help the administrators to ascertain the level of damages the schools close down has caused. Furthermore, the study will again be helpful for researchers, students and lecturers. Government official, policy makers and schools administrators will benefit from the recommendation of the study.

1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This research work is aim to assess the effects of COVID-19 pandemic on external examination in Nigeria using 2020 WAEC,NECO and GCE as a study.

1.7 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

Finance, availability of material and time were limitations the researcher encountered during this study

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS

COVID 19: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is defined as illness caused by a novel coronavirus called severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2; formerly called 2019-nCoV),

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: This is an examination given by someone outside a school, faculty etc

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

COVID-19

SARS-CoV-2 is a member of the family Coronaviridae and order Nidovirales. The family consists of two subfamilies, Coronavirinae and Torovirinae  and members of the subfamily Coronavirinae are subdivided into four genera:  (a)  Alphacoronavirus contains the human coronavirus (HCoV)-229E and HCoV-NL63; (b) Betacoronavirus includes HCoV-OC43, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome human coronavirus (SARS-HCoV), HCoV-HKU1, and Middle Eastern respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV); (c) Gammacoronavirus includes viruses of whales and birds and; (d) Deltacoronavirus includes viruses isolated from pigs and birds (Burrell C, et al.2016). SARS-CoV-2 belongs to Betacoronavirus together with two highly pathogenic viruses, SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV. SARS-CoV-2 is an enveloped and positive-sense single-stranded RNA (+ssRNA) virus [Kramer A, et al.2006].

SARS-CoV-2 is considered a novel human-infecting Betacoro- navirus (Lu R,et al.2020). Phylogenetic analysis of the SARS-CoV-2 genome indicates that the virus is closely related (with 88% identity) to two bat-derived SARS-like coronaviruses collected in 2018 in east- ern China (bat-SL-CoVZC45 and bat-SL-CoVZXC21) and genetically distinct from SARS-CoV (with about 79% similarity) and MERS-CoV [Lu R,et al.2020]. Using the genome sequences of SARS-CoV-2, RaTG13, and SARS-CoV, a further study found that the virus is more related to BatCoV RaTG13, a bat coronavirus that was previously detected in Rhinolophus afﬁnis from Yunnan Province, with 96.2% overall genome sequence identity [Zhou P,et al.2020]. A study found that no evidence of recombination events detected in the genome of SARS-CoV-2 from other viruses originating from bats such as BatCoV RaTG13, SARS- CoV and SARSr-CoVs . Altogether, these ﬁnding suggest that bats might be the original host of this virus.

However, a study is needed to elucidate whether any inter- mediate hosts have facilitated the transmission of the virus to humans. Bats are unlikely to be the animal that is directly responsi- ble for transmission of the virus to humans for several reasons [Lu R,et al.2020]:

 there were various non-aquatic animals (including mammals) available for purchase in Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market but no bats were sold or found; 

SARS-CoV-2 and its close relatives, bat- SL-CoVZC45 and bat-SL-CoVZXC21, have a relatively long branch (sequence identity of less than 90%), suggesting those viruses are not direct ancestors of SARS-CoV-2; and 

(3) in other coronaviruses where bat is the natural reservoir such as SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV, other animals have acted as the intermediate host (civets and pos- sibly camels, respectively). Nevertheless, bats do not always need an intermediary host to transmit viruses to humans. For example, Nipah virus in Bangladesh is transmitted through bats shedding into raw date palm sap.

2.1.1 Transmission

The role of the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market in propagating disease is unclear. Many initial COVID-19 cases were linked to this market suggesting that SARS-CoV-2 was transmitted from animals to humans. However, a genomic study has provided evidence that the virus was introduced from another, yet unknown location, into the market where it spread more rapidly, although human-to-human transmission may have occurred earlier. Clusters of infected family members and medical workers have conﬁrmed the presence of person-to-person transmission (Yu W,et al.2020). After January 1, less than 10% of patients had market expo- sure and more than 70% patients had no exposure to the market. Person-to-person transmission is thought to occur among close contacts mainly via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes. Fomites may be a large source of transmission, as SARS-CoV has been found to persist on surfaces up to 96h [Kramer A, et al.2016] and other coronaviruses  for  up  to 9 days.Whether or not there is asymptomatic transmission of disease is controversial. Findings about disease characteristics are rapidly changing and subject to selection bias. A study indicated the mean incubation period was 5.2 days (95% conﬁdence interval [95%CI]: 4.1–7.0). The incubation period has been found to be as long as 19 or 24 days , although case deﬁnitions typically rely on a 14 day window (G.S 2020).

The basic reproductive number (R0) has been estimated with varying results and interpretations. R0 measures the average num- ber of infections that could result from one infected individual in a fully susceptible population. Studies from previous outbreaks found R0 to be 2.7 for SARS and 2.4 for 2009 pandemic H1N1 inﬂuenza. One study estimated that that basic reproductive number (R0) was 2.2 (95% CI: 1.4–3.9). However, later in a fur- ther analysis of 12 available studies found that R0 was 3.28. Because R0 represents an average value it is also important to consider the role of super spreaders, who may be hugely responsible for outbreaks within large clusters but who would not largely inﬂuence the value of R0. During the acute phase of an outbreak or prepandemic, R0 may be unstable .

In pregnancy, a study of nine pregnancy women who developed COVID-19 in late pregnancy suggested COVID-19 did not lead to substantially worse symptoms than in nonpregnant persons and there is no evidence for intrauterine infection caused by vertical transmission (Chen HEA 2020).

In hospital setting, a study involving 138 COVID-19 suggested that hospital-associated transmission of SARS-CoV-2 occurred in 41% of patients (Wang. D. 2020 ). 

2.1.2 Risk factors

The incidence of SARS-CoV-2 infection is seen most often in adult male patients with the median age of the patients was between 34 and 59 years. SARS-CoV-2 is also more likely to infect people with chronic comorbidities such as cardio- vascular and cerebrovascular diseases and diabetes. The highest proportion of severe cases occurs in adults 60 years of age, and in those with certain underlying conditions, such as cardiovascular and cerebrovascular diseases and diabetes. Severe manifestations maybe also associated with co-infections of bacteria and fungi (Chen N. et’al 2020).

Fewer COVID-19 cases have been reported in children less than 15 year. In a study of 425 COVID-19 patients in Wuhan, published on January 29, there were no cases in children under 15 years of age. Nevertheless, 28 pediatric patients have been reported by January 2020. The clinical features of infected pediatric patients vary, but most have had mild symptoms with no fever or pneumonia, and have a good prognosis. Another study found that although a child had radiological ground-glass lung opacities, the patient was asymptomatic. In summary, children might be less likely to be infected or, if infected, present milder manifestations than adults; therefore, it is possible that their parents will not seek out treatment leading to underestimates of COVID-19 incidence in this age group.

 Clinical manifestations

Clinical manifestations of 2019-nCoV infection have similarities with SARS-CoV where the most common symptoms include fever, dry cough, dyspnoea, chest pain, fatigue and myalgia [Huang C, et al.2020]. Less common symptoms include headache, dizziness, abdominal pain, diarrhoea, nausea, and vomiting (Huang C, et al.2020). Based on the report of the ﬁrst 425 conﬁrmed cases in Wuhan, the common symptoms include fever, dry cough, myalgia and fatigue with less common are sputum production, headache, haemoptysis, abdominal pain, and diarrhoea. Approximately 75% patients had bilateral pneu- monia. Different from SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV infections, however, is that very few COVID-19 patients show prominent upper respiratory tract signs and symptoms such as rhinorrhoea, sneezing, or sore throat, suggesting that the virus might have greater preference for infecting the lower respiratory tract (Huang C, et al.2020). Pregnant and non-pregnant women have similar characteristics. The common clinical presentation of 2019-nCoV infection are presented in Table 1.

Severe complications such as hypoxaemia, acute ARDS, arry- thmia, shock, acute cardiac injury, and acute kidney injury have been reported among COVID-19 patients. A study among 99 patients found that approximately 17% patients developed ARDS and, among them, 11% died of multiple organ failure. The median duration from ﬁrst symptoms to ARDS was 8 days .

Diagnosis

Efforts to control spread of COVID-19, institute quarantine and isolation measures, and appropriately clinically manage patients all require useful screening and diagnostic tools. While SARS-CoV- 2 is spreading, other respiratory infections may be more common in a local community. The WHO has released a guideline on case surveillance of COVID-19 on January 31, 2020. For a person who meets certain criteria, WHO recommends to ﬁrst screen for more common causes of respiratory illness given the season and location. If a negative result is found, the sample should be sent to referral laboratory for SARS-CoV-2 detection.

Case deﬁnitions can vary by country and will evolve over time as the epidemiological circumstances change in a given location. In China, a conﬁrmed case from January 15, 2020 required an epidemiological linkage to Wuhan within 2 weeks and clinical features such as fever, pneumonia, and low white blood cell count. On January 18, 2020 the epidemiological criterion was expanded to include con- tact with anyone who had been in Wuhan in the past 2 weeks [50]. Later, the case deﬁnitions removed the epidemiological linkage.

The WHO has put forward case deﬁnitions. Suspected cases of COVID-19 are persons (a) with severe acute respiratory infections (history of fever and cough requiring admission to hospital) and with no other aetiology that fully explains the clinical presentation and a history of travel to or residence in China during the 14 days prior to symptom onset; or (b) a patient with any acute respiratory illness and at least one of the following during the 14 days prior to symptom onset: contact with a conﬁrmed or probable case of SARS-CoV-2 infection or worked in or attended a health care facility where patients with conﬁrmed or probable SARS-CoV-2 acute respiratory disease patients were being treated. Probable cases are those for whom testing for SARS-CoV-2 is inconclusive or who test positive using a pan-coronavirus assay and without laboratory evidence of other respiratory pathogens. A conﬁrmed case is one with a laboratory conﬁrmation of SARS-CoV-2 infection, irrespective of clinical signs and symptoms.

For patients who meet diagnostic criteria for SARS-CoV-2 testing, the CDC recommends collection of specimens from the upper respiratory tract (nasopharyngeal and oropharyngeal swab) and, if possible, the lower respiratory tract (sputum, tracheal aspirate, or bronchoalveolar lavage). In each country, the tests are per- formed by laboratories designated by the government.

Treatments
Similar to MERS-CoV and SARS-CoV, there is still no speciﬁc antiviral treatment for COVID-19. Isolation and supportive care including oxygen therapy, ﬂuid management, and antibiotics treatment for secondary bacterial infections is recommended. Some COVID-19 patients progressed rapidly to ARDS and septic shock, which was eventually followed by multiple organ failure [Huang C, et al.2020]. Therefore, the effort on initial management of COVID-19 must be addressed to the early recognition of the suspect and contain the disease spread by immediate isolation and infection control measures .

Currently, no vaccination is available, but even if one was avail- able, uptake might be suboptimal. A study of intention to vaccinate during the H1N1 pandemic in the United States was around 50% at the start of the pandemic in May 2009 but had decreased to 16% by January 2010.

Neither is a treatment available. Therefore, the management of the disease has been mostly supportive referring to the disease severity which has been introduced by WHO. If sepsis is identi- ﬁed, empiric antibiotic should be administered based on clinical diagnosis and local epidemiology and susceptibility information. Routine glucocorticoids administration are not recommended to use unless there are another indication. Clinical evidence also does not support corticosteroid treatment. Use of intravenous immunoglobulin might help for severely ill patients .

Drugs are being evaluated in line with past investigations into therapeutic treatments for SARS and MERS. Overall, there is not robust evidence that these antivirals can signiﬁcantly improve clinical outcomes A. Antiviral drugs such as oseltamivir combined with empirical antibiotic treatment have also been used to treat COVID- 19 patients (Huang C, et al.2020). Remdesivir which was developed for Ebola virus, has been used to treat imported COVID-19 cases in US. A brief report of treatment combination of Lopinavir/Ritonavir, Arbidol, and Shufeng Jiedu Capsule (SFJDC), a traditional Chinese medicine, showed a clinical beneﬁt to three of four COVID-19 patients. There is an ongoing clinical trial evaluating the safety and efﬁcacy of lopinavir-ritonavir and interferon-α 2b in patients with COVID- 19 [Huang C, et al.2020]. Ramsedivir, a broad spectrum antivirus has demonstrated in vitro and in vivo efﬁcacy against SARS-CoV-2 and has also initiated its clinical trial. In addition, other potential drugs from existing antiviral agent have also been proposed.

Control and prevention strategies

COVID-19 is clearly a serious disease of international concern. By some estimates it has a higher reproductive number than SARS, and more people have been reported to have been infected or died from it than SARS. Similar to SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV, disrupting the chain of transmission is considered key to stopping the spread of disease. Different strategies should be implemented in health care settings and at the local and global levels.

To prevent further spread of the virus, civil societies, and government agencies-initiated awareness programs for promotions of several preventive measures. Body temperature screening was conducted at airports and those returning from countries with a high number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 were advised to self-isolate. The Nigeria Center for Disease Control in collaboration with State governments also initiated tracing and tracking of victims and their contacts. On 18th March 2020, the Nigerian government prohibited all gatherings of fifty people or above for four weeks and ordered a stay-at-home (Ewodage, 2020). Similarly, the Nigerian government, on 30th March 2020 introduced various containment plan such as the closing of the national borders and airspace, schools, worship centers, and other public places, canceling of public gathering events, the complete lockdown of the Federal Capital Territory, Lagos and Ogun states for fourteen days initially (Radio Nigeria, 2020).Body temperature screening was conducted at airports and those returning from countries with a high number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 were advised to self-isolate. 

Some stipulated COVID 19 preventive measures are listed as follows: 

Social distance 

 Self-isolation 

Washing of hands with detergent or use of alcohol based sanitizers 4. Putting on a face mask in public places
NIGERIAN SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Secondary Education is the education that children receive after primary education and before the tertiary education. 

Based on the 6-3-3-4 system of education, secondary education comprises six years duration, but given in two stages: a junior secondary school stage and a senior secondary school stage, each to run for three years duration. 

The junior secondary school is both pre-vocational and academic. It is tuition free, universal and compulsory. Basic subjects that will enable students to acquire further knowledge and skills are taught. Students who complete junior secondary school are to be streamed into: i. the senior secondary school

ii. the technical college

iii. an out-of-school vocational training centre iv. an apprenticeship. 

This is the second phase of secondary education is the senior secondary. 

It is comprehensive with a core-curriculum designed to broaden students’ knowledge. This is the stage where students pick subjects of their choice and begin to prepare for their intended careers. 

The broad goals of Secondary Education according to the National Policy on Education (2004) include the preparation of the individual for: 

Useful living within the society and ii. Higher education. In specific terms, the objectives are to: 

provide all primary school leavers with the opportunity for education of a higher level, irrespective of sex, social status, religion or ethnic background;
Offer diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, opportunities and future roles;
Provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and commerce at sub-professional grades
Develop and promote Nigerian languages, art and culture in the context of world cultural heritage; 
 Inspire its students with a desire for self improvement and achievement of excellence; 
Foster national unity with an emphasis on the common ties that unite us in our diversity; 
Raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the view and feelings of others, respect the dignity of labor, appreciate those values specified under our broad national goals and live as good citizens
 Provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic development.
Senior Secondary Education lasts three years and covers grades 10 through 12. 

In 2010, Nigeria reportedly had a total 7,104 secondary schools with 4,448,981 pupils and a teacher to pupil ratio of about 32:1. Reforms implemented in 2014 have led to a restructuring of the national curriculum. Students are currently required to study four compulsory “cross-cutting” core subjects, and to choose additional electives in four available areas of concentration. Compulsory subjects are: English language, mathematics, civic education, and one trade/entrepreneurship subject. The available concentration subjects are: Humanities, science and mathematics, technology, and business studies. 

The new curriculum has a stronger focus on vocational training than previous curricula, and is intended to increase employability of high school graduates in light of high youth unemployment in Nigeria. In addition to public schools, there are a large number of private secondary schools, most of them expensive and located in urban centers. Many private schools include U.S. K-12. International Baccalaureate or Cambridge International Examination curricula, allowing students to take international examinations like the International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGSCE) during their final year in high school.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The Free Online Dictionary (2012) defines examination as “a set of questions or exercises evaluating skill or knowledge”. Oxford Dictionary (2012) also defined examination as “a formal test of a person’s knowledge or proficiency in a subject or skill” and finally, Collins English Dictionary (2006) defined examination as written exercises, oral questions or practical tasks, set to test a candidate’s knowledge and skill. According to Ndifon and Ndifon (2012), examination is a process through which students are evaluated or tested to find out the quality or knowledge they have acquired within a specified time. This examination may be internal or external. It could be oral, written or both. In Nigeria, an internal examination is one where students’ continuous assessment tests, terminal, semester and annual or promotional examinations are evaluated by the school the students attend. External examinations on the other hand are those conducted by external examination bodies such as WAEC, JAMB and other bodies authorized by statutes to conduct entrance examinations.
External examination is that kind of examination that is open and accessible to all who are qualified to sit for such examination because they have been taken through the same curriculum preparatory for the examination. SSC examinations are offered by two different examination boards: the West African Examination Council and the National Examination Council (NECO). The examination is open to students currently enrolled in the final year of secondary school, as well external private candidates (in the November/December session only). The SSCE grading scale is as follows for both WAEC and NECO administered examinations (WENR, 2017). Obioma and Salau (2007) stated that at the end of secondary school education, students are expected to sit for public examinations such as the West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE), conducted by the West African Examinations Council (WAEC), Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE), conducted by the National Examinations Council (NECO), and the National Technical and Business Certificate Examinations (NTCE/NBCE) also conducted by the National Business and Technical Examination Board (NABTEB). The authors viewed public examinations as external school examinations open to the general public and conducted by these examination bodies using tests that have appropriate psychometric properties. Public examinations in Nigeria have become a source of worry to educationists and the government due to the manner it is being handled by students, parents and the bodies vested with the conduct of such exams. The conduct of public examinations have suffered in the hands of examination bodies monitors, supervisors, school administrators, teachers, students and parents as they aid and abet examination malpractices in order to get cheap popularity and make some “dirty” money at the expense of educational standard and the quality of graduates produced. Sobowale, (n.d.) hinted that in spite of the spirited attempts by many concerned citizens to halt the slide, deterioration has continued to occur at an alarming rate. The unpatriotic attitudes and behaviours of critical players in the sector government functionaries at the ministries, parastatals and other agencies charged with responsibility for running education, school heads and their teachers, parents, officials of the two main bodies charged with conducting public examinations in Nigeria, the West African Examinations Council (WAEC) and the National Examinations Council (NECO), greatly diminish the efforts of those that mean well for education in our country.

EFFECT OF COVID 19 PANDEMIC ON EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS IN NIGERIA

The educational sector like any other sector has faced devastating experience as a result of corona virus which has impacted on its functionality, efficiency and effectiveness. The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic across the globe has indeed caused far reaching negative effect on the educational sector and other sectors of the economy. 

According to UNESCO (2020), the action of governments globally to temporary close educational institutions in order to contain the dreaded COVID-19 pandemic is no longer news and is most expected. The decision of school closure was prompted by the principle that large gathering of persons constitutes a serious risk to safeguarding public health during a pandemic. Though no one knows for sure how long the closure of schools is likely to last but one can easily anticipate that date will be extended until the pandemic subsides. The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on school closure generally and secondary school student in specificity cannot be over accentuated. For the students, the most immediate impact has naturally been the temporary cessation of the face to face teaching and learning. The globally temporary cessation of face- to- face learning activities in schools has been a huge disruptor of the functions of the educational system. This disruption is highly variable and depends, first, on their ability to remain active in their academic activities and second, on their financial sustainability. In the event of a long duration of the cessation of face-to-face activities, it is most likely that there will be a decline in demand in the short term and a spike in the next academic year with fees non-existence or very affordable. As for those who are about to exit upper secondary and aspire to enter higher education, the situation is quite pathetic. They will have no clear idea of how long they will have to wait again.

In the view of Lindzon (2020), educational institutions provide essential learning activities to the learners and when school activities are disrupted resulting in their closure, students are deprived opportunities of social, cognitive and psychomotor growth and development with the period affecting them even beyond the period of closure. Lindzon also admits that the closure of schools disrupts the well-planned and articulated academic calendar and activities which were supposed to have been covered within the specified period. Thus, the disruption results in delay in the graduation of students at all levels. Lindzon further states this there could decline the learning ability of students from poor homes; as their parents may not afford to provide them with lesson teachers or engage them in e-learning platform or strategy. Closing the school system can encourage students to take to gangsterism, crime and drugs. They could also keep bad companies as their parents may not have good monitoring approach on them. The accumulation of financial cost for parents may affect students from poor economic background because their parents may be unable to pay the accumulated fees and other levies thereby resulting in high rate of school dropout. 

Corroborating the above, Victor (2020) maintains that the human brain functions more effectively when constantly engaged with activities. Hence, the closure of schools due to COVID-19 has the tendency to reduce the learning ability of students. In Victor’s opinion, some students may not likely read their books as long as the school is not in operation. Some may be engaged by their parents in domestic/house chores, street hawking and other activities that may distract them from studying. In some cases, the children while constantly at home may engage in certain social vices such as stealing, keeping bad friends and indulging in drugs abusing activities. When schools are closed, parents are often asked to facilitate the learning of children at home and they often struggle to perform this task. This is especially true for parents with limited education and resources. Students’ drop-out rates tend to increase as an effect of school closure due to the challenge of ensuring all students return to school once school closure ends. This is especially true of protracted closure as seen in the COVID-19 pandemic. School closure has impact not only on students, teachers and families but has far-reaching economic and societal consequences (Baker, 2020). So, global home schooling will surely produce some inspirational moments, some angry moments, some fun moments and some frustrated moments. It seems very unlikely that it will replace the learning lost from school. But the bigger point is that, there will likely be substantial disparities between families in the extent to which they can help their children learn. Key differences include the amount of time available to devote to teaching, the non-cognitive skills of the parents, resources (not everyone will have the kit to access the best online material) and the amount of knowledge (it is hard for a parent to help a child learn something that he/she may not understand. Consequently, this episode will lead to an increase in the inequality of human capital growth for the affected cohorts. Burgess and 
Sievertsen (2020) observe that going to school is the best public policy tool available to raise skills. While school time can be fun and can raise social skills and social awareness (from an economic point of view), the primary point of going to school is to increase a child’s ability. Even a relatively short time in school or a relatively short period of time one misses school will have consequences for skill growth. The global lockdown of educational institutions has caused major interruption in students’ learning; disruptions in internal assessments and the cancellation of public assessments for qualifications or their replacement by an inferior alternative. Home schooling is not only a massive shock to parents’ productivity but also to children’s social life and learning. Students’ assessments are also moving online with a lot of trial and error and uncertainty for everyone. Many assessments have simply been cancelled.

Importantly, these interruptions will not just be a short-term issue but can also have long-term consequences for the affected cohorts and are likely to increase inequality. The closure of schools, colleges and universities not only interrupts the teaching of students around the world but the closure also coincides with a key assessment period being postponed or cancelled. Internal assessments are perhaps thought to be less important and many have been simply cancelled. But their point is to give information about the child’s progress to families and teachers. The loss of this information delays the recognition of both high potential and learning difficulties and can have harmful long-term consequences on the child (Burgess, et al 2020). According to Clement (2020), the lockdown of schools not only affects internal assessments but also affects external assessment in examinations such as West African Examination Council (WAEC), National Examination Council (NECO), General Certificate on Education (GCE), National Business and Technical Education Board (NABTEB) and Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB). In the opinion of UNICEF (2020), school closure as a result of COVID-19 pandemic may push millions of children in developing countries into child labour. In the same vein, online source Wikipedia (n.d) posits that even when school closure is temporary, the impact is more severe for disadvantaged children and their families which include interrupted learning, compromised nutrition, childcare problems and consequent economic cost to families who cannot work. School performance hinges critically on maintaining close relationships with teachers. This is particularly true for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, who may not have the parental support needed to learn on their own. Localized school closure places burdens on schools as parents and officials redirect children to schools that are opened. Though some may argue that e-learning can be used to make the school closure have less impact on the students, lack of access to technology or fast, reliable internet access can prevent students in rural areas and from disadvantaged families from acquiring the desired knowledge. Lack of access to technology or good internet connectivity is therefore an obstacle to continued learning, especially for students from disadvantaged families

2.2 MODEL FRAMEWORK

The model used for this study is the Health Belief Model.

The Health Belief Model (HBM) was developed to help understand why people did or did not use preventive services offered by public health departments in the 1950’s, and has evolved to address newer concerns in prevention and detection (e.g., mammography screening, influenza vaccines) as well as lifestyle behaviors such as sexual risk behaviors and injury prevention. The HBM theorizes that people’s beliefs about whether or not they are at risk for a disease or health problem, and their perceptions of the benefits of taking action to avoid it, influence their readiness to take action. Core constructs of the HBM: • Perceived susceptibility and perceived severity • Perceived benefits and perceived barriers • Cues to action • Self-efficacy (added more recently) The HBM has been most-often applied for health concerns that are prevention-related and asymptomatic, such as early cancer detection and hypertension screening – where beliefs are as important or more important than overt symptoms. The HBM is also clearly relevant to interventions to reduce risk factors for cardiovascular disease.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

AREA OF STUDY

The Federal Capital Territory, commonly known as FCT, or loosely as FCT-Abuja, is a federal territory in central Nigeria. Abuja, the capital city of Nigeria, is located in this territory. FCT was formed in 1976 from parts of the states of old Kwara, Niger, Kaduna and Plateau States with the bulk of landmass carved out of Niger State. It is within the Middle Belt region of the country. Unlike the States of Nigeria, which are headed by elected Governors, it is administered by the Federal Capital Territory Administration, headed by a minister appointed by the President.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out to assess of the effect of covid 19 pandemic on external examinations in Nigeria: a case of 2020 WAEC, NECO and GCE using eight (8) selected secondary schools in Abaji area council of Abuja. Thus teachers from the selected secondary school  forms the population of the study.

3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of the entire teacher population of teachers in the eight selected secondary area council  the researcher conveniently selected eighty (80) teachers out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. 
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.

3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

4.1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of  eighty (80) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which all were returned and validated.  For this study a total of 80 was validated for the analysis.

4.2
GENERAL INFORMATION

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 302 was calculated for this study. 

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	80
	100

	Rec87.5eived  
	80
	100

	Validated
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2021

Table 4.2:4.2 General Information of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	37
	46%

	Female
	43
	54%

	Age
	
	

	22-27
	08
	10%

	28-33
	32
	40%

	34-39
	23
	29%

	40+
	17
	21%

	QUALIFICATION
	
	

	NCE/OND
	32
	40%

	HND/BSC
	40
	50%

	M.SC+
	08
	10%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

From the table above 46% of the respondent are male. 54% of the respondent are female. 10% of the respondent are aged between 22-27years. 40% of the respondent are aged between 28-33Years. 29% of the respondent are aged between 34-39year. 21% of the respondent are aged between 40years and above.

4.2 RESEARCH QUESTION

QUESTION 1: What is the effect of the pandemic on external examination?

	OPTION
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain
	Total

	It led to the suspension of external examinations
	80

(100%)
	00

%
	00

%
	80

(100%)

	it led to the postponement of the fist fixed date
	80

(100%)
	00

%
	00

%
	80

(100%)

	it affected the academic programme for senior secondary schools
	105

(100%)
	00

%
	00

%
	105

(100%)


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the above table, 100% of the respondent said yes, there was no record for no and undecided.
QUESTION 2: In what ways did the pandemic affect the performance of students in 2020 WAEC, GCE and NECO exams?

	OPTION
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain
	Total

	Postponement of examinations  hinges  close relationships with teachers hence might lead to forgetting learned contents
	80

(100%)
	00

%
	00

%
	80

(100%)

	Laxity to read due to school closure sets in and hence might affect performance
	80

(100%)
	00

%
	00

%
	80

(100%)

	decline in study habit might lead to poor achievement in the examinations
	105

(100%)
	00

%
	00

%
	105

(100%)


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the above table, 100% of the respondent said yes, there was no record for no and undecided.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY


This research work is aim to assess the effects of COVID-19 pandemic on external examination in Nigeria using 2020 WAEC,NECO and GCE as a study. It examined the effect of covid-19 pandemic on the performance of student. The survey research design and convenient sampling method was used in this research to enroll eighty (80) participant who are all teachers in eight selected secondary schools in Abaji area council of Abuja. The researcher made use of structured questionnaire as the research instrument to collect relevant data from 80 respondents on the subject matter of the research out of which all was retrieved and validated for the study. Data was analyzed  using frequency and table.

5.2 CONCLUSION

The school system is established in order to provide functional learning activities to the learners thereby imparting in the learners knowledge, skills and experience that will better their lives and that of the society at large. However, the disruption of learning activities by way of school closure goes a long way in impacting negatively on the learners by removing face-face interaction between students and teachers, reducing students’ active engagement in learning activities and promoting illiteracy.

Findings from the study revealed that the covid-19 pandemic affected external examinations thus leading to the postponement of WAEC, NECO and GCE. More so  the performance of students who were meant to write the exams. Postponement of examinations  hinges  close relationships with teachers hence might forgot learned contents. decline in study habit might lead to poor achievement in the examinations.

5.3 RECOMMENDATION

In line with findings of the study, it was recommended that: 

Since school closure has negative impact on students, the government should leverage the cost of internet services so that children of low income parents can access in case of future sudden school closure. 

Parents should ensure that their children/wards are constantly and continuously engaged in learning activities especially during any disruption of school programme or postponement of external examination so that their children will no lag behind in their performance when the exam is fixed
The government should provide all infrastructural facilities that will support online education in all the senior secondary schools in Federal Capital Territory, Abuja and in Abaji in particular to prevent any eventuality of future close down of schools because of pandemic.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]
Female [  ]

Age 

22-27 [  ]

28-33[  ]

39 [  ]
40 and above[  ]

SECTION B

QUESTION 1: What is the effect of the pandemic on external examination?

	OPTION
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain

	It led to the suspension of external examinations
	
	
	

	it led to the postponement of the fist fixed date
	
	
	

	it affected the academic programme for senior secondary schools
	
	
	


QUESTION 2: In what ways did the pandemic affect the performance of students in 2020 WAEC, GCE and NECO exams?

	OPTION
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain

	Postponement of examinations  hinges  close relationships with teachers hence might lead to forgetting learned contents
	
	
	

	Laxity to read due to school closure sets in and hence might affect performance
	
	
	

	decline in study habit might lead to poor achievement in the examinations
	
	
	


