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ABSTRACT
To discover and appreciate the hazard (i.e. problem) and prospect of journalism in Nigeria there is the need to know the history of journalism in Nigeria. In chapter, one we are going to discuss and define journalism so as to know what it deeply means. The definition of journalism will also be looked into and examine as well. The statement of problem will also be discussed likewise the classification of journalism in Nigeria and media of journalism will also be critically observed and discussed. Functions of the press are of great importance in the field of journalism in Nigeria, this will also be discussed in chapter two. In this chapters the freedom of the press will not be left out of the discussion likewise the hazards and prospect of journalism. In chapter three, the research methodology, research design, research procedure will also be critically looked into.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1    Background of the Study
Journalism can be described as day-to-day activities or operation of gathering and transmitting of a news or information to a large audience through a suitable media or channel. It can also be regarded as the events of the day condensed into few words, sounds or pictures to satisfy the human’s curiosity of a world that is, always interested in knowing what new (Longman dictionary 1984). The introduction of journalism and its media are (Electronic and Print) which have a lot in reducing the rate of ignorance in the society, because from the general observation both media have been disseminating information to the general publics. The journalists are those that practices journalism in Nigeria and other countries, the journalists are always in problem each time they disseminate the news story that against important personality, most especially the politicians. Therefore, this research is meant to let the people and entire publics know the level at which the hazard and prospects of journalism had been existing in Nigeria. The media are the bridge between the government and the governed as well as the mouthpiece of the society A basic duty of the media professionals in every society is to be a civic watchdog whose mission is to uncover secrets / issues and keep the government accountable to society. As observed by Itule & Anderson (2007:397), to achieve this often demands investigation and in-depth work which requires researching, digging deeply, interviewing and writing. It must be noted that fact-finding and fact-giving are some of the basic goals of journalism. Hence, it is necessary to determine any doubtful issue and that must be made public too. However, Ugwu, (2010) observes that investigative journalism in a developing nation like Nigeria is threatened with numerous challenges which are almost crippling its proper practice, its prospects notwithstanding.
Isamuko (2011), says the press is a molder of the society. Although the facts have been lashed with numerous criticisms, we cannot deny the fact that the press shapes the society. Most journalists are aware of this fact; hence they are determined even to the extent of sacrificing their lives, to give the society what it desires. The reporter who is scampering to meet a politician who has just alighted from an airplane; the reporter who is on a wired boat sailing into a remote mangrove to find out the extent of damage flood has wrecked in an area is trying to keep the society abreast on what is happening around them. (Ewuola, 2005).
The function of news gathering and news dissemination has not been a rosy one for the journalists, from the inception of journalism and newspaper publication in Nigeria. There has been cat and mouse relationship between the press, society, organization, politician and the governments of all ages, whether military or civilian, except when the press allows itself to be cajoled, used and manipulated by the governments or personal interest of the so called ‘big power’ to suit its whims and caprices.
According to MacDougall (1999), Journalism could be defined as Newsgathering, fact finding and reporting of things the way it appears at the moment of reporting, not a definitive study of a situation. This also includes news reporting and commentaries delivered by Radio and Television. However, Wainwright (1992), describes Journalism as day-to-day activities or operation of gathering and transmitting of news or information to a large audience through a suitable media or channel. It can also be regarded as the events of the day condensed into few words, sounds or pictures to satisfy the human curiosity of a world that is, always interested in knowing what is new. The Longman Dictionary 1984 (7th edition), sees Journalism as the collection and editing of materials of current interest for presentation through the new media. In a nutshell, it is the act of looking for news event and editing the unwanted part before it is served to the public who are the final consumers. The journalists are those that practice journalism in Nigeria and other countries, the journalists are always in problem each time they disseminate the news story that are against important personality, most especially the politicians. To this end this research is to X-ray some of the hazards of journalism and find some remedies or way out especially as new freedom of information law has now become law in Nigeria.
1.2    Statement of the Problem
There are claims that journalism has been in the decline since its hay days in the 1970s, and many investigations are now more concerned with entertainment than information (Harcup,2009:110). However, investigative journalism as practiced in Nigeria is ineffective as it is constrained by several problems despite its bright prospects. More often than not, journalists publish half-truth, distorted stories and outright falsehood without in-depth investigation, thereby making rumours, unsubstantiated claims and emotions the bedrock of information gathering. This provoked this study of journalism in Rivers State of Nigeria. The findings of this research would enable journalists to appreciate their collective challenges in the field of journalism. The study would serve as a platform for further empirical study on the topic under investigation.
1.3    Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to examine the hazards and prospects of journalism Nigeria. Specific objectives include;
1.  To examine the media hazards of journalism profession.
2.  To ascertain if journalists encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.
3.  To find out the media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria.
4.  To determine if hazards have effects on the performance of journalists.
5.  To examine the prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria.
1.4       Research Questions
1.      Does journalism profession have any media hazard?
2.     Do journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting?
3.      What are the media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria?
4.      Do media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria?
5.      Are there prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria?
1.5       Research Hypotheses
Hypothesis I
H0: Journalists in Nigeria do not encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.
Hi: Journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.
Hypothesis II
H0: Media hazards have no effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria.
Hi: Media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria.
1.6       Significance of the Study
This study will be of immense benefit to other researchers who intend to know more on this study and can also be used by non-researchers to build more on their research work. This study contributes to knowledge and could serve as a guide for other study. It is interesting to note as Africans continue to grow politically, economically and socially. The need for well-trained journalist had become of a lop priory. Therefore, the tendency toward journalism and journalist in African had diminished particularly in such countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Senegal, Tanzania and many others. To the extent, journalists in most black African countries particularly Nigeria are now better paid and to a degree are now looked at a bunch of trained intellectuals whose roles as a communication, interpreters and purveyors of good and bad news indispensable in a rapidly growing economy such as that of Nigeria.
1.7       Scope of the Study
This study will  examine the media hazards of journalism profession. The study will also ascertain if journalists encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting. The study will further find out the media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria. More so, the study will  determine if hazards have effects on the performance of journalists. Lastly, the study will examine the prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria. Hence this study will be delimited to Daily Trust Newspaper. Agidingbi, Ikeja, Lagos State,
1.8       Limitations of the study
Financial constraint: Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).
Time constraint: The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.
This project work does not discourage the journalist, but to help in journalism in Nigeria and to find way in curbing the deviant behaviour in journalism. This research work will also disclose the bad habit of journalist; this project does not discourage a political journalist or journalist in future, but to teach them the ethics of the profession. 
1.9       Definition of Terms
Journalism: the collection and editing of materials of current interest for presentation through news media. 

Hazard: a danger or risk

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework

Empirical framework
2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Journalism and Journalist
Ewuola (2002), defines “journalism as day - to - day operation of gathering and transmitting news, the above definition shows that, journalism is primarily concerned with giving out of information to an audience on a regular basis. Prof. Akinfeleye (1990), stated that, it is interesting to note as Africans continues to grow economically, politically and socially etc. the need for well trained journalists had become a top priority. Therefore, the tendency towards a very low and sometime negative attitude towards journalism and journalist in African has diminished particular in such countries as Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Senegal, Tanzania, and many others. To this extent journalist in most black Africa countries particularly Nigeria are now looked at this as a bunch of trained intellectual whose roles as communications, interprets, purveyors of goods and news indispensable in a rapidly growing economy such as that of Nigeria. The above statement made us to know more about journalism and mostly journalist in some developed countries, in Africa and most especially, a country like Nigeria. Ewuola (2002); stated that, a career opportunity for journalists does not only base on one field, he explained further by saying not only journalist but any person wishes to enter the journalist trade in Nigeria should have an idea of the opportunities and prospects available in Nigeria. Although people without journalism background such as English graduates and others could still be found in many Nigerian media houses. 

Journalism: A Craft or a Profession 

According to American press Institute, journalism is the product of gathering, assessing, creating, and presenting news and information. News is the major element of journalism. The purpose of journalism practice / profession is to keep the public informed about what takes place around the world. Journalists have the responsibility to report news about what is going on in politics, sports, entertainment industry and education to the public. While the term craft is define as an activity that involves making something in a skillful way by using your hands. Journalism as a craft would focus only on the writing aspect because craft is a skillful way of doing something with your hands. Craft can also be seen as an art. In other words, journalism cannot be classified as a craft because it is broader in a way that it is not only about writing articles. There are several categories to be considered when looking at the journalism‟ these are the research aspect, the writing skills, interviews skills, editing skills and the ability to identify newsworthy information and distribute it according to the media standards.

According to the oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary The term profession is described as a type of job that requires special training or skill, especially one that needs a high level of education. 

Media Hazards and the Nigeria Press 

A media hazard refers to the various dangers reporters of Tell magazine are exposed to during the course of their duties. It is the exposure to the risk of being injured, destroyed, or killed faced by journalists in their effort to bring information to the public. These hazards include the following:  

Government hostility  

Sinister attack  

Problem of statement denial  

Difficulties in separating truth from false hood.  

Unfriendly and hostile people  

Problem of publishers interest  

Language barrier  

Prone to road accident  

Lack of rest 
Press Freedom 

The issue of press freedom is central to the subject matter of the law of mass communication or journalism. The Webster‟s Dictionary define freedom of the Press as; “The right to print and publish without government censorship”. The Final Report Commission on the Press defined freedom of the press as, the degree of freedom from restraint which is essential to enable proprietors and journalists to advance the public interest by publishing the facts and opinions without which democratic electorate cannot make any responsible judgment.

Hazards in Journalism 

According to Wikipedia a Hazards is any agent that can cause harm or damage to life, health, property or the environment. While Hazards in journalism sphere therefore, refers to the various dangers, challenges facing the journalists, reporters, newscasters, cameramen, and others who are working in the media organization are exposed to during the course of their duties. Similarly, press or media practitioners are exposed to injury, killing, kidnapping, rape assault, beating, threatened, destruction of their properties. 

Ethical Issues in Journalism 

Journalists exist mainly to transfer information sourced from the public back to the same public. In doing so a lot of ethical issues are involved. If proper care is not taken, these ethical issues are capable of damaging the hard earned reputation of the journalist. Some of the ethical issues are as follows:-  

Accuracy and standards for factual reporting:- Reporters are expected to be as accurate as possible given time allotted to story preparation and the space available, and to seek reliable source. 

Events with a single eyewitness are reported with attributed:- Events with two or more independent eyewitness may be reported as fact. Controversial facts are reported with attribution

Corrections are published when errors are discovered.  

Independent fact –checking by another employee of the publisher is desirable.  

Defendants at trail are treated only as having “allegedly” committed crimes, until conviction.  

Be sensitive when seeking or using interviews or photographs of those affected by tragedy or grief.  

Show good taste:- Avoid pandering to lurid curiosity.  

Be judicious about naming criminal suspects before the formal filling of charges.
Modalities for Ensuring Journalists’ Safety

Modalities for ensuring the safety of journalists during the coverage of the elections:

- The Police should make available to the media at national, regional, divisional and district levels, contact numbers for emergency situations and for timely response to questions and

clarifications by the media on emerging issues.

- The police should assist journalists requiring support in the event of emergency or during events that expose the journalists to safety risks.

- The police should update media on any new security arrangements that may have implications for the safety of journalists during the coverage of the elections.

- Journalists should know the nearest police stations within the areas they are deployed for coverage and identify themselves to police or security officials in their areas of coverage.

- The media in the regions should liaise with Public Relations Officers at the regional commands of the GPS for emergency numbers and contacts to designated officers for clarifications on any police-r- Journalists deployed for elections coverage should have conspicuous identification tags.

- Journalists should familiarize themselves with the socio-cultural and political context of

the areas they are deployed for coverage.

- Journalists must adhere to strict professional practices and safety principles in their

coverage of the elections.

- Journalists should avoid courting controversy and getting involved in debates among

activists thereby drawing unnecessary attention to themselves.

- Journalists should work in groups or link up with each other while providing coverage in the same areas.

- Journalists should avoid acts that have the potential to incite violence.

- Journalists should desist from unduly interfering with the work of election officials.

- Media organizations should endeavor to train volunteers they recruit for elections coverage on safety issues. Media foundation for West African (2016).elated issues.

Responsibility of the Media

Mc Quail, (2010), Codes of ethics are employed by media professional bodies within different countries to serve as agents for the promotion of social responsibility. The following as the main principles of the theory: 

The media have obligation to society, and media ownership is a public trust 

 News media should be truthful, accurate, fair, objective and relevant 
The media should be free but self-regulated

The media should follow agreed codes of ethics and professional conduct 

Under some circumstances, government may need to intervene to safeguard the public interest.

Development Journalism vis-à-vis Western Style

Development journalism should help to create awareness about problems of the society. Equally diligent efforts need to be made to publicize developmental work, so that others may know about it and in the best case scenario draw inspiration from it. Without gainsaying, true globalization has impacted tremendously on the media and one important implication of this development is the revolution in information dissemination. With the new wave of democratization witnessed in Nigeria (as being claimed by Nigerian government) the press have become active participant in the tasks of promoting, projecting and supporting the activities of government. However, the predominant concern of this paper bothers on development journalism and its challenges. Development journalism is perceived as the alternative journalism primarily focused on national development – agriculture, family planning, health and rural development cum projecting to the forefront the plight of the poor masses. Development journalism is primarily community oriented journalism as against the western style of journalism which has failed to show concerns about such issues as bridging the gap between the centre and the periphery because, there are disparities in the level of development in Africa and the West. There are disparities in institutional, infrastructural and technological capacity (Imisim, 2006). Though, it is acknowledged that the Nigerian style of journalism was handed over to us by the West, it is expedient to revisit such a style in order to capture the mood and needs of Nigerian citizens. Western style journalism is primarily investigative and entertaining and not so much concerned with advocacy on the current trend of insecurity such as Boko Haram, bank robbery, commissioning of toilets and boreholes which are basic needs of life. There is a difference between the western model and Nigerian brand of development journalism. Hence, the diffusion approach had not worked in Nigeria because of existing social and economic disparities that hamper not only the flow of information but also an adequate understanding of what is disseminated. Development in the developed world may mean the latest development in the area of scientific research, while development journalism in the Third World may focus on road commissioning, water supply and other basic amenities which the West have since overcome.

Different forms of Development Journalism

Investigative Development Journalism

The first form as classified by Kunczik (1995, p. 84) is comparable to a western style investigate journalism. It comprises reporting which critically examines development projects, on the one hand, and controls government activities on the other. For this form to be effective, freedom of the press will be a basic requirement.

Benevolent Authoritarian Development Journalism

Another form of classification of the development journalism by Kunczik is the benevolent authoritarian. This allows systematic manipulation of information in favour of a subtle development serving the common welfare. Journalists in this milieu form a kind of free intelligence and critically examine the aims of national development and the applicable instruments in a rational discourse via reasonable criteria free of social constraints.

Socio-technological Development Journalism

What seems to be a pragmatic solution to the mentioned descriptive and normative views is offered by the so-called socio-technological development journalism. The approach strictly adheres to the needs of the population and supports the (normative) perception that the people concerned should participate in the development projects. The tasks of journalism, from this view, include motivating the audience to actively cooperate and on the other hand, defending the interests of those concerned. Interaction of population and journalists is required so that the audience will be involved in the decision making process. To achieve this journalists must be capable of distinguishing the crucial points and of comprehensibly pointing up every social process for the recipients as complex as it may be. Assistance for interpretation has to be provided for decision making. Also, journalists have to be committed to finding solutions while

it is equally important to show success stories achieved by single citizens, which can serve as role models for the society. Since development is considered as solution to social problems in general, development journalism is no longer exclusively limited to rural areas. Development news should refer to the needs of people, which may vary from region to region but generally include primary needs

such as food, housing, and employment, while secondary needs as transportation, energy sources and electricity and tertiary needs such as cultural diversity, recognition and dignity are also involved.

Mass communication theory holds that one of the preconditions for the development journalism is the availability of a potential audience (Odhiambo 1991, p.18). The other preconditions are the development of symbolic language technology and evolution of freedom of expression. Peters (2010) succinctly summarizes that media development is sacrosanct to development journalism; as a result, it will encompass a wide range of work which can be generally defined

as actions in support of:

a) a system of media regulation and administration that ensures freedom of expression, pluralism and diversity.

b) strengthening media capacity to inform people on issues that shape their lives.

c) plurality and diversity of media, transparent and equal market conditions and full transparency of ownership.

d) media as a platform for democratic discourse within a climate or respect for journalism that represents professional independence and diversity of views and interests in society.

e) professional capacity building and supporting institutions for advocacy and development of media freedom, independence, pluralism and diversity.

f) professional training and skills development and for the media sector as a whole to be both monitored and supported by professional associations and civil society organizations.

g) infrastructural capacity that is sufficient to support independent and pluralistic media so that the media sector is characterized by high or rising levels of public access; efficient use of technology to gather and distribute news information (GFMO World Conference, 2007).

The theory of development sees the press as an instrument of social justice and a tool for achieving beneficial social changes. In other words, the media should carry out positive development tasks in line with nationally established policy. However, in reality, things have not worked out in line with this theory. In Nigeria, there has been pressure on journalists to ally themselves with the political forces, but in doing so they have lost their independence. In this way, journalists can be severely hampered from reporting fully, fairly and independently; hence, we cannot be certain that development does get advanced in such situation.

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Authoritarian theory

This theory stemmed from Authoritarian philosophy of Plato (407-327 B.C), who thought that the state was safe only in the hands of few wise men. As posited by Ibechukwu (2004). 

 This theory assumes that all forms of communication are under the control of the governing elite or authorities or influential bureaucrats.

Authoritarians are necessary to control the media to protect and prevent the people from the national threats through any form of communication (information or news). The press is an instrument to enhance the ruler’s power in the country rather than any threats the authorities have all rights to permit any media and control it by providing license to the media and make certain censorship. If any media violate the government policies against license, then the authority has any right to cancel the license and revoke it. The governments have all right to restrict any sensitive issues from press to maintain peace and security in the nation.

Media theory: explains a situation in which the press and its operations are under the control of the state media materials, under the theory are subjected to advance censorship and guidelines and whoever fails to comply is punished by the state. In the essence of this term suggest that the ruler is an authoritarian one and therefore does not want any form of criticism or unfavorable publicity hence the media are under direct control of the state which make restive legislation, taxation and other economic sector. This theories try to explain the types of government under which journalists in private media are likely to be dealt with by the state, because often, it is the private rather than media owns by the state that report negative things about the government of the day. 

Social Learning Theory 

This theory was formulated by Albert Bandura at Standford University, this specifies that Mass – Media messages give audience members an opportunity to identify with attractive characters that demonstrates behaviour.

It explains the aggression and its relevance omitted on the journalists by military. The theory says that we learn to aggressive by observing aggression in others and that there is estimative human programming for fish fighting e.g pipe  bombing etc. the theory says individuals who group up in aggressive cultures will themselves be non-aggressive similarly, those who grew up in a culture with  aggressive behavioral responses. Military by training, is an haven of aggressive training an re-training which has accounted for why the resist violently media report not considered favourable to them and leave journalist involved.  This theory is applicable to the study because, the work of a journalist involves learning and unlearning of information received on a particular person or government which in turn can put the journalist in the way of danger.

2.3
EMPIRICAL FRAMEWORK

Tamuno and Oghenekaro(2021) carried out a study on the practice of investigative journalism in Nigerian is facing several challenges which pose great threat to the benefits that accrue from this vital aspect of the journalism profession. Hence, this paper examines the problems and prospects of investigative journalism in Rivers State, Nigeria using the survey research method. A total of 56 journalists (43 from The Tide and13 from The Hard Truth newspapers) were sampled. The findings indicated that investigative journalism is practised in Nigeria but its level of practice is abysmally low due to myriads of problems bedevilling the practice. However, there are greater prospects of its practice with the signing of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Bill into law in 2011. Hence, the paper recommends a proactive approach to investigative journalism while harnessing the opportunities as envisaged in the FOI Act.

Tanimola and Obafeyikemi(2022) carried out a research on hazards of journalism in Nigeria. These hazards to a large extent inhibit the productivity of the practitioners of any career. While some of these challenges are easily surmountable, it will take courage on the part of practitioners to be able to overcome others. It is a corollary from this that the work examines the nature of hazards that the Nigerian journalist is exposed to and proffer solutions on how such challenges can be addressed. Anchored on the authoritarian and social learning theories, the work adopted the survey research method. Findings revealed that the Nigerian journalist is indeed exposed to a number of hazards that have impeded on his or her daily reportorial activity, which include threat, molestation, verbal warning and poor welfare package amongst others. The work recommends that in improving the level of journalism practice in Nigeria i.e. in broadcast and print media, government should put structure in place to handle the hazards facing journalism practice in the country. Also media owners should increase the pay package of journalists employed in their organizations as this will go a long way to boost the morale of the journalists.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out on hazards and prospects of journalism in Nigeria, using Media Monitoring Services Nigeria Ltd Ajao-Estate, Lagos State, as a case study. Journalist of Media Monitoring Services Nigeria Ltd form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Media Monitoring Services Nigeria Ltd, the researcher conveniently selected 36 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications. The reason for using both primary and secondary source of data is, so that the researcher will have concrete and more valid answers to the research questions

3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The responses were analyzed using the frequency percentage tables, which provided answers to the research questions.  The hypothesis was tested using chi- square statistical tool.

3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of thirty-six (36) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only thirty (30) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 30 was validated for the analysis.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.1: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	17
	56.7%

	Female
	13
	43.33%

	Age
	
	

	25-30
	9
	30%

	30-35
	8
	26.7%

	35-40
	6
	20%

	40+
	7
	23.33%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single 
	19
	63.33%

	Married
	11
	36.7%

	Separated
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	0
	0%

	Education Level
	
	

	WAEC
	0
	0%

	BS.c
	25
	83.33%

	MS.c
	5
	16.7%

	MBA
	0
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2022

4.2
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS

Question 1:   Does journalism profession have any media hazard?

Table 4.2:
respondent on question 1

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	13
	43.33

	No
	6
	20

	Undecided
	11
	36.66

	Total
	30
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 43.33% of the respondents said yes, 20% said no. While 36.33% of the respondent were undecided .

Question 2: Do journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting?   

Table 4.3:
Respondent on question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	15
	50

	No
	4
	13.33

	Undecided
	11
	36.33

	Total
	30
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 50% of the respondents said yes, 13.33% said no , while 36.33% were undecided. 
Question3:   What are the media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria?

Table 4.4:
Respondent on question 3

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Total %

	political and economic pressure
	30

(100%)
	00
	30

(100%)

	intimidation
	30

(100%)
	00
	30

(100%)

	censorship
	30

(100%)
	00
	30

(100%)

	job insecurity and attacks on the protection of journalists' sources.
	30

(100%)
	00
	30

(100%)


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes in all the options provided. There was no record of no.

Question 4: Do media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria?  

Table 4.5:
Respondent on question 4

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	20
	66.66

	No
	4
	13.33

	Undecided
	6
	20

	Total
	30
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 66.66% of the respondents said yes,13.33% said no , while 20% were undecided. 
Question5: Are there prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria?

Table 4.6:
Respondent on question 5

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	18
	60

	No
	4
	13.33

	Undecided
	8
	26.66

	Total
	30
	100


Field Survey, 2022

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 60% of the respondents said yes, 13.33% said no, while 26.66% were undecided.

4.3
TEST OF HYPOTHESIS

H0: Journalists in Nigeria do not encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.

Hi: Journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.

H0: Media hazards have no effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria.

Hi: Media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria.

Table 4.7:Journalists in Nigeria do not encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	15
	10
	5
	25
	2.5

	No
	4
	10
	-6
	36
	3.6

	Undecided
	11
	10
	1
	1
	0.1

	Total
	30
	30
	
	
	6.2


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 6.2 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 6.2 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis which states that journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting  is accepted.

Table 4.8: Media hazards have no effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria.

	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	20
	10
	10
	100
	10

	No
	4
	10
	-6
	36
	3.6

	Undecided
	6
	10
	-4
	16
	1.6

	Total
	30
	30
	
	
	15.2


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 15.2 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 15.2 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis which states that media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria is accepted.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was on hazards and prospects of journalism in Nigeria  using media monitoring services Nigeria Ltd, Lagos State, as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at highlighting the media hazards of journalism profession, ascertain if journalists encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting, find out the media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria, determine if hazards have effects on the performance of journalists and examine the prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria.  A total of 30 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from journalist in media monitoring services Nigeria Ltd.

5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the following conclusions were made:

1.    Journalism profession have many media hazard.

2. Journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting.

3. The media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria are political and economic pressure, intimidation, censorship and job insecurity and attacks on the protection of journalists' sources.

4.  Media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria.

5.    There  are prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria.

5.3
RECOMMENDATION

Based on the responses obtained, the researcher proffers the following recommendations:

Media organizations should intensify their effort by providing necessary protecting materials for journalists in times of election. 

Government and Non- governmental organizations should collaborate to protect the journalists in times of election. 

Public enlightenment programmes and campaign against violence on journalists during election should be circulated. 

Journalists should be transparent enough on their findings and reporting in order to be credible before the general public.

 5. Ethics of journalism should be uphold by all media houses, this include private and government media houses. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE(S) ON A QUESTION.

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Gender

Male ( )

Female ( )

Age

25-30( )

30-35( )

35-40( )

40+ ( )

Marital Status

Single  ( )

Married ( )

Separated ( )

Widowed ( )

Education Level

WAEC ( )

BS.c  ( )

MS.c ( )

MBA ( )

SECTION B

Question 1:   Does journalism profession have any media hazard?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question 2: Do journalists in Nigeria encounter hazards in news gathering and reporting?   

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question3:   What are the media hazards facing journalists in Nigeria?

	Options
	Yes
	No

	political and economic pressure
	
	

	intimidation
	
	

	censorship
	
	

	job insecurity and attacks on the protection of journalists' sources.
	
	


Question 4: Do media hazards have effects on the performance of journalists in Nigeria?  

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


Question5: Are there prospects of journalism practice in Nigeria?
	Options
	Please tick

	Yes 
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


