AN EXAMINATION OF THE USE OF SLANGS AMONG UNDERGRADUATES IN LAGOS STATE

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to examined slangs usage among undergraduate, using undergraduates in University of Lagos and Lagos State University as a case study. Specifically, the study examined the knowledge of slangs among undergraduates, and the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates. The study employed the survey descriptive research design. A total of 229 responses were validated from the survey. The study adopted the Whorfian theory. From the responses obtained and analysed, the findings revealed that the the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is high in University of Lagos & Lagos State University; and that the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is high in University of Lagos & Lagos State University.
CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

It is possible to describe language as a method of communication, a platform for the expression of feelings, a route for the transmission of ideas, a vital component of socioeconomic and political advancement, and even a way of life (Cheikh & Dnaguir, 2019). Other writers have provided documentation for a variety of other meanings of language. Language is an extremely significant factor in the everyday existence of a people. Not only does it function as a means of communication, but it also acts as a symbol of the identity of the group and of the unity within it (Saidu & Muhammad, 2019). Language helps various groups of people to become aware of who they are as individuals as well as the racial, ethnic, and linguistic entities to which they belong. In general, it is a wonderful value to society since every single need that man has, both inside and outside of his society, is dependent on language, and the needs and ambitions of man find their expression in language (Richard, 2019). The use of language as a medium for the transmission of ideas may be traced all the way back to prehistoric times. The term "communication" can refer to either an action or a process that not only involves shared experience but also incorporates the mutual impact of both parties. According to one definition, communication is "a symbolic process through which meaning is communicated and negotiated" (ThoughtCo., 2019). To put it another way, communication takes place whenever one person gives the words or acts of another person significance in their mind. To put this another way, we may argue that communication is a two-way process that involves a sender and a receiver. If this is the case, then the symbols we convey can only have significance if the other person also uses our symbolic system (Nguemo, 2016). As a method, it entails the use of a channel, or path, via which messages are delivered in such a way that the individuals involved in the communication may be regarded of as both sending and receiving messages. Communication is described as a "give and take process" by Saidu and Muhammad (2019), who define it as "the transfer of information from one person to another using symbols or codes which are significant to both the information transmitter and the receiver." Participants, messages, meaning, symbols, encoding, and decoding are the key components of communication. In order for communication to be successful and fully realized, each of these components must be taken into account. Slang is a highly colloquial language that is made up of either newly coined words or older terms that are repurposed in creative ways to achieve an exaggerated or comedic impact (Maurer, 2021). Slang frequently employs figurative language, in which a vivid image serves in place of a literal definition of a term. Sometimes slang makes its way into the public lexicon after having originated as the language spoken among "insiders," or those who share a similar outlook or experience. Slang was first employed in England about the year 1800 as a "particular vocabulary" by any group of people of a low or disreputable character. Its origins may be traced back to this time period. It took some time, but eventually people started to embrace it and it spread to other regions of the world. "very informal words and expressions that are more common in spoken language especially used by a particular group of people, for example, children, criminals, soldiers, etc.," as defined by the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2017), "slang" refers to "very informal words and expressions that are more common in spoken language." As a result of the fact that it is relevant to members of a social group or circle of friends, it is generally agreed upon that slang phrases are unofficial, fleeting, restricted in their reach, and connotative in their viewpoint (Saidu & Muhammad, 2019). This characteristic differentiates members of a group from those who are not members of the group. As a consequence, when a non-member attempts to use these terms, he is quickly identified as failing to utilize the phrase in an effective and efficient manner. 
1.2
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The English language is in a state of perpetual flux, and as a result, slang is gradually assuming an increasingly significant role in the altering linguistic landscape. Slang is the source of the majority of newly coined terms. Among the more than 200,000 definitions that are included in the most current edition (2000) of The Random House Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, which was just issued, there are 303 new terms (Cheikh & Dnaguir, 2019). The majority are derived from slang, which is frequently considered to be the language of young people. Slang is a constantly evolving set of colloquial terms and phrases that are typically seen as being separate from the standard language and socially lower than the standard language. Slang is used to develop or maintain social identity and cohesion, particularly within a group or in conjunction with a trend or fad in society at large. This is especially true inside a group (Maurer, 2021). It is something that happens in each and every language, and the presence of a fleeting vocabulary of this kind within a language is possibly as ancient as the concept of language itself. In 1938, the phrase "money, sex, and heady wine" was coined to describe the origins of slang (Saidu & Muhammad, 2019). Even with the addition of medications, not much has changed. Also, doing so is hardly likely. Standard English already contains most of the terms it need, whereas the vocabulary of slang continues to grow. The patterns will continue to exist; however, the requirement for slang to maintain even a short-term level of secrecy will result in the lists of synonyms to continue to grow (Richard, 2019). Several writers have conducted research on the topic of undergraduate students' usage of slang around the world. For example, ThoughtCo. (2019) compiled a list of slang idioms that were popular among students at the University of North Carolina between the years 1972 and 1993. These expressions were collected by Eble, C. In Nigeria, the usage of slang is widespread, and the manner in which it is spoken varies from one school to another due to the fact that students in Nigeria place a strong emphasis on their social lives, particularly as it relates to their eating, drinking, clothing, love habits, and surroundings. According to Nguemo (2016), some of the most important factors that motivate the use of slang by students include the establishment and maintenance of group identity, formation of a united whole, and distinctiveness of members from members of other groups. In other words, slang helps students establish and maintain their group identity (Nguemo, 2016).

Even though there have been a few studies done in Nigeria on the use of slang among students at various institutions, such as the ones that were presented above, it is absolutely necessary to have an understanding of how slang is used by students in other Nigerian colleges. This is because slang is used to characterize activities that students engage in, as well as activities that humans engage in across a variety of sociocultural, economic, religious, and political contexts. In addition, Cheikh and Dnaguir (2019) hold the belief that because slangy expressions and terms have not yet been accepted in formal oral and written speech, the continued use of these expressions and terms may have a negative impact on teaching and learning in Nigerian universities, which are generally conducted with the English language serving as the medium of instruction (Maurer, 2021).

According to Maurer (2021), slang originated as creatively alternate methods of stating things that could otherwise be communicated in more polite ways. Maurer argues that slang has evolved into its current state. On the other hand, Saidu and Muhammad (2019) contend that the politeness of this type of language is inextricably linked to the context, time, and location in which it is used. According to Eble's definition, slang is "an ever-changing set of colloquial words and phrases that speakers use to establish or reinforce social identity or cohesiveness within a group or with a trend or fashion in society at large." Slang is defined as "an ever-changing set of words and phrases that speakers use to establish or reinforce social identity or cohesiveness within a group." Slang seems to be a feature of every language that is used in daily contact by a community that is large enough and diverse enough to have distinguishable subgroups, hence the existence of vocabulary of this kind inside a language may be as ancient as language itself (Nguemo, 2016). As a result, the purpose of this study is to analyze the use of slang among undergraduate students.
1.3
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The primary objective of this study is to examine slangs usage among undergraduate. Specifically, this study seeks to:

Examine the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates

Find out the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates

1.4
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

In order to achieve the objectives of this study, the following research questions are established 

What is the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates?

What is the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates?
1.5
RESEARCH HYPOTHESES

The following null hypotheses are tested in this study:

H01: The knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is low

H02: The frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is low
1.6
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study will add to existing literature on this topic and shall serve as a reference piece to students, researchers and scholars who may wish to carry out further studies on this topic or related domain in the future.

1.7
SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study will border on examining the knowledge of slangs and its usage frequency among undergraduates. This study shall be delimited to undergraduates in University of Lagos and Lagos State University.
1.8
LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

Like in every human endeavour, the researchers encountered slight constraints while carrying out the study. Insufficient funds tend to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature, or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire, and interview), which is why the researcher resorted to a moderate choice of sample size. More so, the researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. As a result, the amount of time spent on research will be reduced.
1.9
DEFINITION OF TERMS

Slang: a type of language consisting of words and phrases that are regarded as very informal, are more common in speech than writing, and are typically restricted to a particular context or group of people.

Undergraduate: a university student who has not yet taken a first degree.

Student: a person who is studying at a university or other place of higher education.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.0
INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework, and
Review of Empirical Studies 

2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Concept of Slang

As an independent tool of communication, slang has been suspected and predicted by several linguists over centuries in matter of identification and description. Linguists like Dumas & Lighter (1978, 14:16) support the idea of slang being lower than the standard language and believe its presence will decrease the level of seriousness and causes in disrespectfulness. Another opinion held by Elisa Mattiello who formed her definition based on a social investigation where she found that most identifications were on a sociological level that inspired her definition “within the sociological approach, slang is ascribed the two opposite purposes of keeping insiders together and outsiders out” (Mattielo,2008:32) Eble (1996:11) who stressed the social and personal function of slang, which is to gain acceptance in a group and maintain group solidarity, proposed a similar view. He said, “To establish and reinforce social identity or cohesiveness within a group or within a trend or fashion in society at large “. On the other hand, the linguistic approach focuses on the novelty and innovative character of slang and regards it as the art of using creative words that make new sense or just regular words that have extraordinary meaning. According to Jespersen (1922:298), “slang finds amusement in the creation and propagation of new words and in attaching new meanings to old words”. J.B Greenough and C.L Kittredge as cited in Partridge (1933,i) assert that “ slangs is a peculiar kind of vagabond language always hanging on the outskirts of legitimate speech but continually straying or forcing its way into the most respected company”. Slang used to be the language of low status people ( charkova, 2007 as cited in Lighter and Dumas, 1978) but like any other variety, it keeps changing to be a respectable use of words. Green and Kittredge cited in Partridge (1) who define slang as a peculiar kind of vagabond language always hanging on the outskirt of legitimate speech but continually straying or forcing its way into the most respected company. The American heritage college dictionary describes slang as “kind of language especially occurring in casual and playful speech usually made up of short-lived coinages and raciness”. To sum up, slang is a variety of language that is attached to other non-standard varieties of language usage but the difference is in its rich, joyful and expressive vocabulary. Besides, slang helps its users to precise their speech while enjoying new, creative expressions that do not tie them or cause misunderstandings but rather unites them to fulfil the ultimate goal of language that is communication.

Slang vs. non-standard varieties

Many linguists and lexicographers who tried to synonym the term with other non-standard varieties of language like Cant, jargon and dialect have defined the concept of slang. Only Elisa Mattiello was able to differentiate slang from such variations.

Slang vs Jargon
As it has been stated previously, slang is the closest equivalent to colloquial speech. However, when defining jargon, the difference would be that jargon is the specialized vocabulary to a certain group in any particular occupation or field while slang is a wider term to include all members of society with different groups and preferences. All human disciplines can have specific aligned words that may not necessarily be from the standard vocabulary but rather unique expressions that are understood only by the in-group using it.

Examples of medical jargon are “agonal” (a term to show a significant negative change in a patient‟s condition), FX (a term meaning bone fracture) example of police jargon is code eight to mean (a police officer needs for backup). What characterizes both terms, are the spontaneous and common terminology of slang and the technical prestigious form of jargon that can be used in formal, professional contexts in opposite to slang.

Slang vs Cant
On the one hand, Cant can be considered as the secret language of thieves, robbers and cut purses unlike slang which is used by all kinds of people even the most respectful ones. On the other hand, Cant is associated with vulgar social groups, like drug dealers, who use slang words like Charlie, rock, speed to refer to drugs and denote to policemen as pigs and fuzzy. In addition, college students and teenagers in general tend to be secretive especially around adults and that is one reason to have a private language while other reasons can be maintaining the group‟s spirit and gaining trust among peers.

Slang vs. Dialect
Although slangs and dialects share the feature of regionalism as slang varies from one place to another, they are not the same thing. Generally, dialect is a variety spoken in a certain geographical area; this variety has its own grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary. According to Elisa Mattiello, some expressions in American Standard English can be treated as slang in British English. For instance (to go down a bomb) is an idiom for something very successful while in American English the term may be used to mean the exact opposite of a disaster. A prove of the popularity and the expanded borders of slang expressions is the word nerd that refer to an intelligent person.

Slang vs. Vernacular.

Vernacular cannot be synonym to slang .Vernacular is the speech of the local, native people of a country or region. Vernacular is mostly a variation of sounds. Some areas may mispronounce some words; the example given by Mattiello is clear enough. e.g. Chewing gum & football are two words mispronounced in the Scottish slang as chuggy & fitba (Mattiello: 2005:14). Another example of vernacular and the change of sounds is the expression of (saying) /qaala-lii/ in Algeria; in Tlemcen they pronounce the word as /? alli: /, in other parts of Algeria they say / gaal-lii / such as in Oran while in Adrar it is /gaal-liyya /

Slang vs. Accent
Amongst the non-standard varieties of language, accent is the most clear distinctive variety from slang. An accent is how an individual pronounces words and where he puts stress on vowels and consonants. Accents helps in identifying one‟s nationality, locality and social class, e.g. the use of „ah‟ instead of long i: ( I „m takin‟ a book becomes ah‟ m takin‟ a book) the sound of thang is the alternative of thing in black English (Mattiello:2005:14).

Slang vs. colloquial language
Mattiello made a distinction between slang and colloquial language. The main difference to her is that slang is practiced among intimate social groups while the large community can use colloquial language in general. Mattiello exemplified the difference by the usage of “nana” as indication for bananas while the term “nana” means a silly or stupid person.

Specific vs. general slang.
On the one hand, slang is related to a regional variety, which characterizes a certain area, social variety used secretly among social group members (student slang, medical slang, etc.) Still, slang is divided into specific and general. The former is the unique expressions used by insiders only to maintain their intimacy and solidarity in the case of teenagers or college student also work colleagues like military men or computer users are likely to slang in order to enhance the productivity of their work. Prisoners and criminals who share the same circumstances to be out sighted from the authority use specific wording, also. A word can have the standard meaning found in dictionary and slang meaning found in drug addict‟s speech; meaning that words like rock and smack are specified as a crystallized form of cocaine and as heroin. In the dictionary, rock is identified as a large mass of stone forming a cliff or peak (Merriam Webster Dictionary). While according to the mentioned dictionary smack is a sailing ship such as sloop or cutter used chiefly in coasting and fishing (Mattiello: 2008:39). On the other hand, general slang is the familiar terms known to the large speech community of the countries or districts. This type of slang is mainly adopted to switch from being formal to be more relaxed in situations that allow so. Thus, general slang words are highly utilized in different, wider contexts; examples of bevvy (a drink especially beer) and caff (a café) or footy (football) are daily used terms among English speakers from different backgrounds (Mattiello, 2008:40).

Slang vs. standard language
Linguists refer to the correct form of language used in academic and professional settings as standard language. Furthermore, informal and misuse of language is referred to as slang. Slang and proper use of language are connected in a way that makes both usages employed in the same situation. Some standard words have slangy equivalents such in the case of drug addict which druggy, junky and pot-head are its slang synonyms (Mattiello, 2008:11).

Slang is considered more effective in matter of delivering short utterance for the right meaning. Bimbo is an accurate word for a bit long explanation of a physically beautiful female with low intelligence. Moreover, typical slang formation tools include suffixes –s, -o and –ers; clippings such as: C for cocaine and reduplicative such as hells, bells to express a surprising act (2008:12).

Characteristics of Slang

The independent linguistic tool slang is characterized by certain features that placed it in a good place and made it a fresh way of speaking. “Slang is a language that rolls up its sleeves, spits on its hands and goes to work” (Sandburg, 1959). This is exactly how the American poet Sandburg described slang. From this description it is clear that slang is a unique set of words and expression that its users use as a rebellion on standard language and consider it a free way to communicate. One of the main features of slang is that to be a group-marked variant or a groupcohesive force that speakers use to separate themselves from others. . Generally, every speaker tends to socialize himself with his specific group so that he feels a sense of belonging. Informality, maybe the top distinct feature of slang, this particular characteristic made slang inapplicable in formal contexts such as academic or business settings unlike jargon which is considered more formal than slang. Another feature is being typically oral without any written form, which explains the reason of using slang on daily basis. Young people favour slang because it sounds fresh, new, different, and younger “criminals, drug addict and vagabonds is another feature. These groups are the most likely to use slang expressions because of their messy lives they are not required to use a formal language to speak and they tend to sound tough and unstoppable .Originality is a chief feature of slang. Words like “smoker eater ” which mean fireman and “ flying coffin” which is a slang word for a plane , “pickers” for hands and “think-machine” to say ( brain ) are not easily made; they require a good imagination to be produced . Instability of slang words made it easily to be forgotten and out of use. Fashioned words that used to be popular at a certain period of time happened to be weird and old fashioned for another generation. Slang is shortlived; its vocabulary is frequently changing so that some words evolve to become standard language while others vanish very quickly. Sumarsono (2007) proposed other characteristics of slang; the utilization of Acronyms and Abbreviations, which are words, composed of the initial letters of each word. Acronyms are popular among the young generation which utilizes it specifically in web communication because it is fast and concise description to what they intend to say e.g. L.O.L (laugh out loud) BTW (by the way) BRB (be right back) KIT (keep in touch)....etc. Reconstruction of existed words: some slang words are derived from existing words but with a different meaning e.g. chick in slang simply means a girl. The use of metaphors and metonymies is normal in slang language unlike in standard language, using such beautifying linguistic tools may decrease the level of formality and seriousness. Further characteristics would be wit and humour; slang words often have funny and sarcastic character which gives it a reputation of lack of seriousness and formality but in return its witty character has gained it remarkable popularity among teens that seek to sound cool and have no time to form sophisticated well-formed expressions. Informality is a solo feature of slang, slang is forbidden in writing and official contexts. As Partridge claims that using slang is intended for decreasing the formality of spoken as well as written discourse.

The origin of slang

Slang is under debate as a controversial topic in the sociolinguistic field, its identification and classification is a hard task even for language researchers.

However, the Majority of linguists and lexicographers agree on the uncertain origin of slang. But Skeat was an exception who said that slang (vulgar language) has Scandinavian origins. He claims that the term is derived from the Icelandic words (slyngva) meaning (to sling) which can be considered the comparable verb for the Norwegian verb (slengja) meaning (to sling the jaw) and the Norwegian noun slengjeord (slang word) used for insulting words. Furthermore, the term slang is suggested to be first known among the gypsy. Another view was that of slang having French roots. Roots of slang are affirmed to go back to the 16th and 17th centuries where cant was the secret vocabulary used by criminals in gossiping shops and saloons where criminals discussed their illegal deals using special terms ambiguously. Eric Partridge claimed back in the 1850s that slang has been the accepted equivalent for colloquial speech. Also John Ayto in the introduction of the “Oxford dictionary of modern slang” states that the first time slang was applied in the mid-eighteen century which referred to the special vocabulary used particularly by the low class of society or any disreputable group. Nowadays, slang is not restricted to criminals and vagabonds only. The mass influence of social media has contributed in the spread of slang as a fun way of talk used mostly by youngsters.

Types of slang

In his book “Slang today and yesterday”, Eric Partridge identified twenty four types of slang, “the different kinds of slang are numerous, and I propose to treat of only the twenty four most important: after all there are limits” (Partridge, 1954:148) Some of the treated types is Cockney slang, which is the slang of Londoners. Cockney slang is famous for its different accent. This particular kind of slang is divided into two sub kinds. The first variety of Cockney slang is that spoken by middle class and well-educated Londoners who are considered to be the original locals , while the second type known as London street speech is used by illiterate people e.g. Eye in a Sling ( means defeated), Adam and Eve ( means believe), Bees and Honey ( to say Money).( Partridge:1954:151) Workers‟ slang is another type that concerns the working class of the society consisting of farmers, venders and bakers. They tend to use hidden meanings understood by them exclusively e.g. want an apron (to be out of work), Brass (simply money) A further sort is slang of business used to build deals in business e.g. take the rate (to borrow the stock). A wide-spread slang is that communicated among students in public schools and universities , first ,there are two kinds of student slang one that is proper and gibberish and the other is customized for each school e.g. Bones ( head), Bung (lies), mat (matter). Second, the university‟s slang is a bit different in a way of showing students as wiser and careful using language, e.g. Leccer (means a lecture). Society slang is so important to the point that it is the result of society‟s experiences and interactions. Every social group is distinguished by age, interest, occupation or social and financial status. Most social groups have their own limits. Despite the negative suppositions about slang that show it as a vulgar language limited by low-status and illiterate members of society, high-class people have certain words and phrases they use in their luxury lifestyle. Society slang changes according to new trends and fashion occurring e.g. vogue (means fashion or mode). Slang in Art: is the artistic phrases that reflect society‟s problems. According to Partridge (2004) slang in art appeared in stage through Richard Brome‟s comedy show called a fovial crew .e.g. put the value on mean to sign a picture.

Slang in theatre started to create in the nineteenth century where it witnessed considerable contributions of writers like Plautus and Horace e.g. greedy scene; a scene in a play in which the lead actor has the stage all to him or herself, whooper up; a terrible singer (Jones ,2015) Soldiers slang is specialized terms for the army to contact each other through regular training or to warn each other during foreign attacks e.g. bohica, which means bend over, here it, comes again; figmo is a person who is not disciplined in his military work.

Linguistic properties of slang.

Popularity of novel, fashioned slang expressions and the expanded community using it as an alternative of standard language especially in ordinary contexts made slang worth of study. One of the remarkable studies conducted to show the distinctive aspects of slang is that of Elisa Mattiello (2008) who proposed many arguments along with several examples. From a linguistic point of view, slang is considered a new and creative formation of words. Hundreds of expressions are built either to carry a different, extra meaning or just referring to a whole other meaning of a new word. Jespersen believes that slang is lexically rich by either positive or negative discourse (Jespersen, 1922:299) Similarly, Sornig accentuates on slang being stylish and in vogue which fit each pattern and style that exist in all issues of life (Sornig, 1981:22).

Phonological properties of slang
Phonology of slang is characterized with using Onomatopoeia and echoism, Mattiello provided an example of the verb „vomit‟ which synonyms are onomatopoetic (barf, puck, throw up, spew, etc. ) In addition, slang is featured with using mocks such as hinniey or luvviy, which stands for honey and lovey. Every fink, any fink and summat are just mispronounced words of everything; anything and somewhat such kind of errors are acceptable in slang. Assimilation is another way to prove that slang is a different usage in terms of phonology. The phenomenon of gemination of consonants is forbidden in standard language unlike slang. In teenagers „talk, “give it to me” can turn out to be (gimme) and lemme is simply (let me) These shortcuts help the speaker to communicate faster. The vowel /u: / has slang variations e.g. shit/ sIt/ its slangy description would be /su:t/ for shoot. voiced consonant /z/ is common in slang pizzazz /pizzaz/ also the consonant /z/ is shown in back clipping of words e.g. spastic / spastik/ becomes spaz / spaz/. For Mattiello, the most creative type of slang is Cockney rhyming slang because its productive and innovative character. Rhyming slang can form two nouns e.g. dog and bone for telephone or two adjectives or one word e.g. Joanna for piano. Among the weirdest slang formation is that of proper names e.g. rose lee for tea. Concerning morphological properties of slang , mattiello argues that Eble claims that slang expressions go under the same formation process that standard words go under which are compounding, affixation, conversion , shortening and blending . Mattiello continues to add that slang formation process is characterized by the addition of certain suffixes such as –o in kido (for a kid), or –s in nuts instead of nut and the suffix –ers as in preggers for pregnant. In addition, slang discourse is typed of using infixes like bloody as in absobloodylutly (Mattiello, 2008:43).

Morphological and Grammatical properties of slang
According to Mattiello, the grammar of slang did not take much interest as morphology and phonology. However, quoted by Mattiello, Munro (1997:19) argues that the grammar of U.C.L.A slang is almost identical to the grammar of Standard English (2008:43) Thus, plural in slang is constructed by adding the sign of the plural -s in Standard English; as in birds to say girls. In addition to nouns , adjectives follow the comparative and superlative rules of Standard English e.g. daisy which means charming as base form daisier as comparative form and daisiest as superlative form. Verbs in slang take the same rules of past tense, “ing ” form and the third person rule similarly to Standard English (2008:43-44) Speaking of syntax ( refer to rules that organize words and sentences) , slang is characterized by three features. The first feature is the excessive use and misplaced use of the definite article (the) e.g. I have the mega headache instead of I have a mega headache. Second feature is the deletion of present tense „to be‟ as in „you crazy‟ instead of „you are crazy‟. Thirdly, slang‟s syntax is featured by using the adjective total to mean‟ completely „ as in I‟m total hungry instead of I‟m completely hungry (Munro.1989:13-14) According to Eble (1996:61-73) and Munro (1997:11-12), the semantics of slang is known for consuming metaphor, synecdoche and metonymy by naming things in a figurative way e.g. a car, is referred to as wheels . Irony is a semantic aspect of slang e.g. “a little bit of all right” is an ironic expression used to address a pretty woman. One more time Eble argues to show that Standard English varies from slang in terms of recognizing the meaning of words such recognition is made through particular semantic operations. Mattiello explains Eble‟s point, which indicates slang special usage i.e. the meaning of a typical word in Standard language is different and in some cases the opposite meaning is intended in slang , connotations of thoughts are understood in slang settings by colourful and sometimes outstanding denotations. E.g. grass in standard English and marijuana in American slang, wicked which is a bad word in Standard English means excellent (2008:45).

Sociological properties of slang.

Slang has a big influence on society‟s members .The source of such an influence is mainly due to the role of slang as a communication tool. At the sociological level, slang serves several and remarkable purposes. Mattiello reported these purposes by analysing many studies conducted in this area by linguists and lexicographers as Munro, Eble, and Anderson and Trudgill…etc. The writer noted that to accept an expression as being slang and not by any means a standard word, this expression is not required to contain all of the following features but at a minimum rate, it should require one feature at least. The first property would be group-secrecy, which is the most adopted purpose by slang users. Being characterized as ingroup language that is employed by users of common age, occupation, interests or geographical area who seek to keep their secrets in and exclude outsiders from any personal talk. Informality is a purpose of using slang since this latter is synonymized with colloquial discourse meaning that speaking taboo or non-standard language is a sign of awesomeness among teenagers. An example of informal slang is bread which means money (Mattiello: 2008:46-47). The ephemeral character of slang and its short life helped in the expansion of slangy expressions throughout the world. However, such temporary expressions do not take long to disappear or in the best scenario become Standard words. (Mattiello, 2008:47) Non-standard varieties of language are treated as errors in language because they act as deviation or misuse of proper talk. Slang in particular is considered to degrade formal speech and turn it into street language. In spite of its disadvantages, slang adds a kind of freshness and liveliness to speech in other words it is preferable by people who seek to express usual thoughts with novel terms. E.g. for yonks which means „a long time‟ .In addition, the pronunciation of slang differs completely from standard language as it has no rules but rather requires a sense of creativity and easiness . Taboo vocabulary includes swearing words, which are forbidden in many societies, this type of language usage is considered normal in slang (Mattiello, 2008:47-48) Slang is the specific terminology of a particular group. Interactions between members of any group are specialized and sometimes ambiguous in a direct or indirect way. People usually appreciate new, vivid use of language indeed they prefer to hear catchy utterances that would get their attention without mattering to the conventionality of these utterances. (Mattiello, 2008:48:49) Oddity and bizarreness are slang features, which enable anyone to formulate new words regardless of his background. Instances of strange vocabulary would be 1.bird and chick to refer to a girl 2. Work like a dog to mean working very hard. (Mattiello, 2008:49) Slang is mostly humorous as Yust asserted, “an element of humour is almost always present in slang usually as humorous exaggerations “(1950:766) Vulgarism has been always connected to slang along with disrespectfulness. Illustrations of impolite implications of slang would be Chinkie, a term indicating Chinese people, while British people use paki to address Pakistani and south Asian people. Consequently, these differentiations are regarded as offensive (2008:50:51) In order to impress others , it is possible to use slang In light of its esteemed character that best fit the goals .Covert prestige is often associated with toughness and strength, with positive qualities such as independence and naturalness” (Mattiello, 2008:54) Other social properties proposed by Mattiello were the freedom of speech and the personal tone. Fantabulous is a blend of fantastic and fabulous which is an example of spontaneous formation of slang. Linguists claim that slang users tend to show their belongings and identities. Stenstrom et al (2002:73-76) as cited in Mattiello (2008) found that men use dirty words more often than females. As for young users, teens are classified first among slang consumers (Mattiello 2008:54).

The evolution of slang

Slang is ephemeral which makes it a subject to disappear very easily. Tons of old slang words happen to be old and out of use anymore. Munro (1997:27) noticed that some slang words make it to standard vocabulary while others vanish quickly and some words keep their slangy nature and still used after many years. In this connection, slang words are simply regular words once used out of their casual meaning; many people carry such new addressing for a long time to become official slang word eventually. The journey of slang started in the sixteenth century and has not ended as long as the members of society seek change. In the sixteenth century, slang was limited by certain subgroups that were considered vulgar such as prisoners and beggars. E.g. Priggers, which means thieves. In the seventeenth century, slang evolved to be accepted as an innovative use of language but still associated to bad behavior and criminality. Slang become widely used in comedy exactly in the eighteenth century. People attached humor and slang and adopted it as a comfort linguistic tool e.g. whiter-go-ye which means a wife In the nineteenth century though, slang vastly increased to be used in daily conversation as in burke which means to kill. While some slang saved a spot in the OED since 1918 like “cool” to mean stylish. More specifically, in 1920‟s, the cat‟s pajamas” meant cool and “hotsy totsy” meant perfect while in 1930‟s; a popular slang phrase was “I will be a monkey‟s uncle” which used to describe a feeling of doubt. “Cool “appeared in 1940‟s after the name of Coolidge‟s campaign. In the mid of nineteenth century, “hipster” was trendy and used to point to a fashionable person. Groovy and hippie appeared in 1960‟s while “catch you on the flip side” slang phrase which is still used now was created in 1970‟s as well as fly and wicked which have changed their meaning wicked once meant something or someone bad back in 1980‟s. In 1990‟s, the slang expression “my bad” was popular use among students in particular. Finally, in the 2000‟s slang words were spoken by large parts of society. For example, sweet (good) peeps (people) cherro (classy) were normal in adults and adolescent‟s speech. Slang kept evolving and developing to the point of generating new type of slang, which is Internet slang. The slang of Internet includes abbreviations, acronyms and many new words related to Internet such as “selfie” “follow” and “cyberbullying” consequently, many of these new words get their way to dictionary such as “social network” that joint Oxford English Dictionary in 1973 to refer to the activity of browsing social media. How do slang words end up in Dictionaries is a fact that only dictionary editors can reveal. To be added in official language documents as dictionaries, slang terms need to function by a large community of speakers, additionally; this usage should stick for a long period so it will not be a onetime usage by anyone. Dictionaries tend to keep up with the changes occurring in language thus, as long as communication needs increase, language is changing, slang is evolving and technology is making the process much faster.

Functions of slang.

Slang has a different capacity, which fill various needs.

1- Slang empower speaker to demonstrate a sort of mentality and make inventive choices of legitimate language. 

2- Slang consists of vulgar ( disreputable) and taboo(forbidden words according to religion and culture) for that make it unacceptable to be used in formal speech 

3- Slang helps its users to distance themselves from others. 

4- Slang maintains group solidarity and keep the secretiveness 

5- Slang preforms freedom of speech 

6- Slang accommodates with existing trends and fashions. 

7- Slang is related to youth culture 

8- Slang serves a degradation of formality (Charkova:2007:370).

Reasons behind using slang

Throughout the world, there is a universal opinion towards using slang that is improving communication. Allen thinks slang as being a sociological entity, which identifies its users, rather than being just a linguistic change (Allen: 1998-878). According to Anderson and Trudgill, it is more likely to use slang in order to preserve group intimacy and exclude outsiders (1990:79). Based on the Swedish National encyclopaedia one of the purposes behind adopting slang is showing a sense of power and indifference or as referred to by Stenstrom et al „reversed prestige‟. Furthermore, slang is used mainly to break the seriousness of any situation, to express simplicity in any situation and mostly to indicate mastery of language through using innovative bright terms. Moreover, individuals utilized slang to appear as something else and novel to add a colourful and fresh meaning to their words; however, over using slang and playful words can result in clichés sometimes, as it may lead to bad consequences when used in academic settings. The good deal is to use standard language when it necessary and keep using slang far from serious situations.
2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Whorfian Theory

The theory for this research is linguistic relativity hypothesis or also known as Whorfian Hypothesis. This hypothesis postulates three hypotheses as regards the relationship between language and society. The first hypothesis postulates that language affects the society and its world view. The second hypothesis postulates that society affects the way we use language. This hypothesis believes that knowledge is socially acquired; and the necessary behaviours are learned and do not come from any kind of genetic endowment society (culture). Therefore, is the know-how that a person must possess to get through the task of daily living. The third hypothesis postulates that there is no relationship between language, society and culture. In this study, we are concerned with the second hypothesis that postulates that society affects the way we use language. That the culture /society of a people find reflection in the language they employ. Within the society are certain factors that influence a language users’ choice of words in different contexts. These factors include age, gender, class, religion and ethnicity. This theory would best suffice for this investigation as it helps in establishing if society has a role to play in a language users’ use of language in a speech event.
2.3
REVIEW OF EMPIRICAL STUDIES

Chinomso & Lovina (2012) conducted a study on “Language of Communication among University Students in Nigeria: A Study on Slangy Expressions in Federal University of Technology Owerri, Nigeria.” The aim of the work was to investigate the uniqueness of slang, the creativity therein and its use as a language of communication among the students of Federal University of Technology Owerri, Nigeria. Oral interviews and informal interactions were used to elicit information from 3000 students who gave consent and were randomly selected from a pool of students after the objective of the study was explained. Key Person Interview (KPI) was used to verify/supplement the information obtained from the oral and informal interactions. The results showed that the students used different slangy expressions and terms as means of communication. Also, the slang types differed from those used in other institutions and their coinage reflected creativity among students and was sex-dependent with usage more among males than females. The study revealed that slangy expression was used as an effective medium of communication to enhance group identity and solidarity among students of the Federal University of Technology Owerri.

Saidu & Muhammad (2019) carried out a research on “a Sociolinguistic Study of the Use of Slang among Students of the Federal Polytechnic, Nasarawa.” Data for the study were gathered through direct participatory observation which allows the respondents to converse freely on the subjects without them having the knowledge that they were being observed. The study employed the Whorfian Hypothesis as the theoretical framework for data analysis. It was discovered that language, irrespective of the form can be used to create identity. It was also discovered that class was the prevalent sociolinguistic factor affecting the use of slang among students. The study concluded that sociolinguistic factors such as ethnicity and religion do not influence the students of the Federal Polytechnic, Nasarawa use of slang.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


This study was carried out to examine slangs usage among undergraduate. Undergraduates in University of Lagos & Lagos State University form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.
In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of Undergraduates in University of Lagos & Lagos State University, the researcher conveniently selected 266 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the ANOVA statistical tool, SPSS v.23
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
3.12
PILOT TEST

In this study a pilot-test was used to establish the validity and reliability of the instrument. While validity refers to whether or not an instrument measures what it is supposed to measure, reliability refers to how consistently the instrument yields the same results over repeated trials. The pilot- testing helped to determine if the tests are straight forward and easily understood by the respondents. In this test both correct and incorrect answers were important to researcher. Because the correct answers tell the researcher that students are familiar with slang and incorrect answers mention that, students are not familiar with this slang. The test for this study consisted of 20 items. slang items for this study were collected from www.intranet.csupomona.edu/~jasanders/slang/index.html where top 20 slang of each year are mentioned. Then the selected items were checked with the third edition of Dictionary of American slang and colloquial Expressions to be sure about the accuracy of meaning of slangs.

According to Tuckman (1978), the item in a pilot-test, would be re-tested to find out its clarity and distribution. First the pilot-test was administrated to 10 students in the Department of English Studies, University of Lagos. The age of respondents ranged from 20 to 30 and the average is 25.8. In the pilot-test there are 20 items. Each item has four possible responses. After analyzing the first data, the results showed that students are familiar with slang and the test can be administered to the participants. Respondents‟ frequencies of use of slangs in English were obtained through a pilot-test. The instrument consisted of 20 items on slangs in the form of multiple choices. Respondents were requested to report their frequency of use of these items to know whether they were familiar with these slangs and if they use these slangs in their use of English. The responses of the respondents were computed through SPSS.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of two hundred and sixty-six (266) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only two hundred and fifty-nine (259) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 259 was validated for the analysis.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.1: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	72
	27.8%

	Female
	187
	72.2%

	Age
	
	

	20-25
	33
	12.7%

	25-30
	56
	21.6%

	31-35
	87
	33.6%

	36+
	83
	32.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2022

4.2
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

All the data obtained from the study was coded and analyzed using the statistical package for social sciences (SPSS). All the items were divided into variables for data processing and analyzing using the computer. The data was analyzed through a linguistic point of view.
What is the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates?

Table 4.2:  Respondent on knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	I have knowledge of slang
	127
	49.0

	I don not have knowledge of slang
	46
	17.8

	I don’t know
	86
	33.2

	Total
	259
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 49.0% said they have knowledge of slangs, 17.8% said no, while the remaining 33.2% do not know.

What is the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates?
Slang No. 1. Yep (yup): you, yes, strong, below 

The meaning of this slang is yes, a positive answer, originality in 1960s entered to language. It is very common in everyday language as majority of people use this slang in their conversations. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Yep‟ is presented in table 1 Of the total respondents, 98.3% reported correct answer and 1.7% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (98.3%) chose the correct answer, it seems that they are familiar with this slang and they might use this slang in their use of English. Respondents irrespective of gender and nationality reported to be familiar with this slang which indicates that this particular slang is used across the gender, nationality, and culture.

Slang No. 2. Baby: child, infant, young child, somebody you love (your love) 

Baby in slang means sweetheart, somebody you love. Its origin is belongs to 1940s. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Baby‟ is presented in table 1 Of the total respondents, 35% reported correct answer and 65% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (65%) chose the incorrect answer, it seems that they are not familiar with this slang and they might not use this slang frequently in their use of English. There should be some reasons that respondents were not familiar with this slang. One of them may be related to their culture. Most of the respondents are Nigerian and as the results tell the researcher this slang is not a common slang in society of Nigeria and among the students. The other reason can be because of not being so intimate to each other to call each other like that, then normally they were not familiar with this slang.

Slang No. 3 Chicken: coward, white meat, ugly, bad 

This slang refers to a person who is coward. This slang also entered the language in 1940s. Since that year it could stay as a common slang so far. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Chicken‟ is presented in table 1 Of the total respondents, 23.3% reported correct answer and 76.7% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (76.7%) chose the incorrect answer, it seems that they are not familiar with this slang and they might not use this slang frequently in their use of English.

Slang No.4 Big Mouth: important, young man, silent, talks too much

Big mouth means a talkative person and it refers to 1980s. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Big mouth‟ is presented in table 1 Of the total respondents, 71.7% reported correct answer and 28.3% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (71.7%) chose the correct answer, it seems that they are familiar with this slang and they might use this slang in their use of English.

Slang No.5 Cool: Coldness, Great, Crazy, lazy 

Cool in slang means excellent or great. It refers to 1950s. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Cool‟ is presented in table 4.3. Of the total respondents, 88.3% reported correct answer and 11.7% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (88.3%) chose the correct answer, it seems that they are familiar with this slang and they might use this slang in their use of English. It‟s accepted by young culture to use it. The main reason for being so popular can be media.

Table 4.3: Respondents’ frequencies of use of slang no. 1 to 5

	
	Total valid
	% of valid
	Total invalid
	% of invalid

	Slang No. 1
	69
	98.3
	1
	1.7

	Slang No. 2
	41
	35
	39
	65

	Slang No. 3
	24
	23.3
	46
	76.7

	Slang No. 4
	53
	71.7
	17
	28.3

	Slang No. 5
	72
	88.3
	7
	11.7


Slang No. 6 Gonna: well, going to, displace, want

The original form of gonna is going to, normally it accepted by people to use it in slang are and according to our result the answer of being with this slang is positive. Normally young people use this form of slang in the internet and writing sms. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Gonna‟ is presented in table 2 Of the total respondents, 88.3% reported correct answer and 11.7% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang.

Slang No.7 Gotta: Got to, Forgotten, Unable to do, Shortage

The same as the previous slang this one is a reduction. The meaning of this word is got to, must, and need to but in the area of slang people use it as goota. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Gotta‟ is presented in table 2 Of the total respondents, 95% reported correct answer and 5% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (95%) chose the correct answer, it seems that they are familiar with this slang and they might use this slang in their use of English.

Slang No.8 Wanna: Request, Want to, Lust, Dream

Want to is the complete form of wanna as a slang. This slang is very common as accepted by youth culture and they use it frequently in their conversations. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Wanna‟ is presented in table 4.4 Of the total respondents, 95% reported correct answer and 5% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang.

Table 4.4: Respondents’ frequencies of use of slang No. 6 to 8

	
	Total valid
	% of valid
	Total invalid
	% of invalid

	Slang No. 6
	65
	88.3
	7
	11.7

	Slang No. 7
	97
	95
	3
	5

	Slang No. 8
	97
	95
	3
	5


Slang No. 9 LOL (short form, Internet abbreviation): laughing in a loud voice (many laughs), long life, happy, lonely

LOL (also written lol) is an abbreviation for "laugh out loud", "laughing out loud "lots of laughter", "lots of laughs". LOL is a common element of Internet slang used, historically, on Usenet. It is similar to the acronyms, which are used to communicate a higher degree of amusement. Evidence of this phrase has been located as far back as a Usenet posting on January 17, 1990. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „LOL‟ is presented in table 3. Of the total respondents, 76.7% reported correct answer and 23.3% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (76.7 %) chose the correct answer.

Slang No.10 ASAP: As soon as possible, See you later, As a problem, Possibility

ASAP is an abbreviation, which means as soon as possible. This is internet slang as well. It‟s very common nowadays in the net and the high percent of correct answers confirms the claim. Most of young people, especially students use this slang in their email and in the chatting as well in their sms. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „ASAP‟ is presented in table 3. All the respondents, 100% reported correct answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, all the respondents (100 %) chose the correct answer.

Slang No.11 Brb (Internet slang): be right back, I‟m very busy, Be great, Be good

BRB is an abbreviation for „be right back’. It‟s very popular slang among students. Normally they use it in the chartroom and email and on the hand phone for writing an SMS.

Slang No. 12 B4N: (internet slang) before, bye, Bye for now, Be right back

B4N is another abbreviation in the area of slang. Again the area of use of this slang is on the net specially chatting and email. It‟s a very popular slang among the students nowadays which started in 1990s. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „B4N‟ is presented in table 4.5.

Table 4.5: Respondents’ frequencies of use of slang no. 9 to 12

	
	Total valid
	% of valid
	Total invalid
	% of invalid

	Slang No. 9
	46
	76.7
	14
	23.3

	Slang No. 10
	60
	100
	00
	00

	Slang No. 11
	60
	100
	00
	00

	Slang No. 12
	53
	88.3
	7
	11.7


Slang No.13 What's up?: What‟s that?, What a pity?, What‟s the problem?, What‟s going on? (How are you?)

This slang means, what‟s going on? What‟s new? How do you feel? In everyday conversation we use this slang. Intentionally or not we are using slang anyway. This slang refers to 1940s. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „What's up‟ is presented in table 4.6.

Slang No.14 My Bad: goodness, My mistake, Silly, My favorite

My bad as a slang means: my mistake. It refers to 1970s and so far could stay as a common slang among the people especially young people. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „My bad‟ is presented in table 4. Of the total respondents, 51.7% reported correct answer and 50.3% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, about half of the respondents chose the correct answer and half of them chose incorrect, it seems that respondents are partially familiar with this slang and they might use this slang partially in their use of English.

Slang No.15 Pic: computer, picture, show, icon

Another abbreviation in the slang area is pic, which normally is used as a picture. This slang is very popular internet slang. Young people use it mostly in their email and chat. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Pic‟ is presented in table 4.6.

Slang No. 16 Dude: good, cool guy, adult male, ugly

Dude is an American slang, which means a cool guy. It refers to 1950s and still young people use it often. As this slang is an American and normally used in that society we can see that it‟s not so popular here among the students. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Dude‟ is presented in table 4.6.

Table 4.6: Respondents’ frequencies of use of slang no. 13 to 16

	
	Total valid
	% of valid
	Total invalid
	% of invalid

	Slang No. 13
	70
	83.3
	10
	16.7

	Slang No. 14
	49
	51.7
	29
	50.3

	Slang No. 15
	90
	100
	00
	00

	Slang No. 16
	50
	53.3
	28
	46.7


Slang No.17 Oh Jesus Christ! Jesus, message, Expression of surprise, good

Oh Jesus Christ shows the surprise. It can be as movie slang as mostly can be heard in the movies. And can be mention as media slang. Because of western movie and Hollywood movies this slang is popular now.

Slang No.18 Oh Shit! Meaningless, oh no, damn, deceive, kind

It is a Slang in the area of media, which means, „oh no or damn‟. It‟s popular because of the media and TV channels. As the percentage of correct answer says it is accepted by youth culture and counts as a popular slang among students and people. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Oh Shit‟ is presented in table 4.7.

Slang No. 19 Homey: a friend or buddy, difficult, cruel, like a home

Homey means a friend or a buddy. It refers to 1980s. It‟s not a very common slang among the students as the results tell us. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Homey‟ is presented in table 5. Of the total respondents, 25% reported correct answer and 75% reported incorrect answer to mark their familiarity with this slang. Since, majority of the respondents (75%) chose the incorrect answer, it seems that they are not familiar with this slang and they might not use this slang frequently in their use of English.

Slang No.20 Oh my goodness! Expression of surprise or shock, Very bad, Good, Kindness

„Oh my Goodness‟ shows the surprise or shock. According to amount of correct answer can be mention as a popular slang among students. The affect of popularity can be the media, especially western media. Respondents‟ frequency of use of the slang „Oh my goodness‟ is presented in table 4.7.

Table 5: Respondents’ frequencies of use of slang no. 17 to 20

	
	Total valid
	% of valid
	Total invalid
	% of invalid

	Slang No. 17
	77
	95
	3
	5

	Slang No. 18
	90
	100
	00
	00

	Slang No. 19
	19
	25
	45
	75

	Slang No. 20
	73
	88.3
	7
	11.7


It can be seen in Tables 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7 that majority of the respondents were familiar with most of these slangs. Only in three slangs, slangs No. 2, 3, and 19 respondents were not found acceptably familiar.

TEST OF HYPOTHESES

H01: The knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is low

H02: The frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is low
Hypothesis One
The knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is low
	Model 1
	R = 0.830
	R2 = 0.936
	Adj.R2 = 0.687
	Std. Error estimation

= 0.307
	Durbin- Watson =

1.679

	Regression Residual Total
	Sum of

Square
	Df
	Mean Square
	F
	Sig.

	
	6089.246

2744.947

8834.193
	1

258

259
	6089.246

18.547
	328.315
	.000b

	Constant

knowledge of slangs usage
	Unstandardized

Coefficients
	Standardized

Coefficients
	t
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	
	-11.417

.887
	2.936

.016
	.830
	-3.888

18.119
	.000

.000


Source: Author’s Data Analysis, 2022

The table above shows that the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is high at (β = 0.887, R2 = 0.936, P = .000). The P value of 0.000 is less than significant level of 0.05. The result shows that the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is high in University of Lagos & Lagos State University. Therefore H01 is rejected.
Hypothesis Two

The frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is low
	Model 2
	R = 0.831
	R2 = 0.952
	Adj.R2 = 0.688
	Std. Error estimation

= 0.308
	Durbin- Watson =

1.688

	Regression Residual Total
	Sum of

Square
	Df
	Mean Square
	F
	Sig.

	
	6089.247

2744.948

8834.194
	1

258

259
	6089.247

18.547
	328.316
	.000b

	Constant

frequency of slangs usage
	Unstandardized

Coefficients
	Standardized

Coefficients
	t
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	
	-11.418

.896
	2.943

.017
	.830
	-3.999

18.120
	.000

.000


Source: Author’s Data Analysis, 2022

The table above shows that the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is high at (β = 0.896, R2 = 0.952, P = .000). The P value of 0.000 is less than significant level of 0.05. The result shows that the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is high in University of Lagos & Lagos State University. Therefore H02 is rejected.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was to examine slangs usage among undergraduate, using undergraduates in University of Lagos and Lagos State University as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at examining the knowledge of slangs among undergraduates, and the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates. This study was anchored on the Whorfian theory.


The study adopted the survey research design and conveniently enrolled participants in the study. A total of 259 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from undergraduates in University of Lagos and Lagos State University. 
5.2
CONCLUSION

Slang as defined, is a set of colloquial words or phrases in a language. By nature it is ever changing resulting from different factors such as socio-cultural changes and advancement, technological development and mass media, the process of acculturation and globalization, evolution and natural development of language. Language by nature is dynamic. Every language is changing, modifying and developing with the change of social structured, cultural values and norms, communicative needs, behavior and strategies, mode of communication, etc. in the passage of time. As language evolution is a continuous process, words modifying in this structure and function, some of them are dying out because of no or less currency in their use among the members of the speech community, and at the same time, many new words are coming into scene and enriching the word-stock of languages. The new words and phrases are adding to the list of words through different word formation processes. Slang, a type of word is also made through different process of word formation. Some of them have a very short span of existence whereas some are as old as the language itself. Slang is generally perceived as the language of the youth. It seems as a part of youth culture and styles. People of young generation use slang for multidimensional purposes. Sometimes slangs are used as secret code among the youth. When they want their speech should not be understood by the people of other generations. Sometimes slangs are used to make fun and enlightenment in the friendly discussion and gossip among the youth. The most important function of slang is identity marker. It identifies the youth from the other generations. By nature, slang seems to be language and cultural specific. But with the advancement of electronic communication, internet and cell phone in particular, slang of our language and culture passes to another language and culture. In the multicultural and multilingual settings, the frequency of mixing up of slang into language is high. Slang of our language and culture may influence the other language and culture. This study examined the knowledge level of undergraduates about slang usage, whether the Nigerian undergraduates use slang. If they use, to what extent they are familiar with slang. This study also explored the sources of slang as internet, books, and papers, and media. The analysis of data shows that internet slang and abbreviations such as gonna, gotta, pic, B4N, BRB, LOL, ASAP, and wanna are used frequently by youth generation. It seems that they are familiar with this sort of slang. On the other hand some slangs such as baby, chicken, my bad and dude couldn‟t attract the respondents‟ attention, which means they are not familiar with this kind of slang in compare with internet slang. As the study says they are also familiar with slangs like Oh shit! Oh my goodness! and Oh Jesus Christ! . We can hear this kind of slang normally in the movies. It can be a reason why they are familiar with this kind of slang. It shows the influence of media on youth generation language. As most of TV channels in Nigeria, it is predictable that youth generation be familiar with media slang or movie slang, which shows most of slang they use are American slang. In short, slang is an integral part of teenage communication. It gives them an identity of youth style of expression. Though slangs are language and culture specific, but they are often transmitted from one culture and language to another. Recent electronic communications contribute a lot in this process. This study concluded that the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates is high in University of Lagos & Lagos State University; and that the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates is high in University of Lagos & Lagos State University.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]


Female [  ]

Age 

20-25
[  ]

25-30
[  ]

31-35
[  ]

46 and above [  ]

Section B

What is the knowledge of slangs usage among undergraduates?
	Options
	Frequency

	I have knowledge of slang
	

	I don not have knowledge of slang
	

	I don’t know
	


What is the frequency of slangs usage among undergraduates?

The answers are marked by (*)
1. Yep(yup): 

a. you [     ]

b. yes* [     ]
c. strong [     ]
d. blow[     ]
2. baby: 

a. child [     ]
b. infant [     ]
c. young child [     ]
d. somebody you love (your love)*[     ]
3. Chicken: 

a. Coward* [     ]
b. white meat [     ]
c. ugly [     ]
d. Bad [     ]

4. big mouth: 

a. important [     ]
b. young man [     ]
c. silent [     ]
d. talk too much*[     ]
5. Cool: 

a. Coldness [     ]
b. Great, excellent* [     ]
c. Crazy [     ]
d. Lazy[     ]
6. gonna: 

a. well [     ]
b. going to* [     ]
c. displace [     ]
d. want[     ]
7. Gotta: 

a. Got to* [     ]
b. Forgotten [     ]
c. Unable to do [     ]
d. Shortage[     ]
8. Wanna: 

a. Request [     ]
b. Want to* [     ]
c. Lust [     ]
d. Dream[     ]
9. LOL (short form, Internet abbreviation): 

a. laughing in a loud voice (many laughs)* 

b. long life 

c. happy 

d. lonely

10. ASAP: 

a. As soon as possible* 

b. See you later 

c. As a problem 

d. Possibility

11. Brb (Internet slang): 

a. be right back* 

b. I‟m very busy 

c. Be great 

d. Be good

12. B4N: (internet slang) 

a. before 

b. bye 

c. Bye for now* 

d. Be right back

13. What's up? 

a. What‟s that? 

b. What a pity? 

c. What‟s the problem? 

d. What’s going on? (How are you?)*

14. My bad: 

a. goodness 

b. My mistake* 

c. Silly 

d. My favorite

15. pic: 

a. computer 

b. picture* 

c. show 

d. icon

16. Dude: 

a. good 

b. cool guy * 

c. adult male 

d. ugly

17. Oh Jesus Christ! 

a. Jesus 

b. message 

c. Expression of surprise* 

d. good

18. Oh Shit! 

a. meaningless 

b. oh no, damn* 

c. deceive 

d. kind

19. Homey: 

a. a friend or buddy* 

b. difficult 

c. cruel 

d. like a home

20. Oh my goodness! 

a. Expression of surprise or shock* 

b. Very bad 

c. Good 

d. Kindness


