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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to examine the challenges of acquisition of library materials and services to the users in law library in Ekiti State University. Survey research design was employed for the study and with aid of convenient sampling selected forty-one(41) participant  who are  Law library librarian, dean faculty of law, law lecturers and other library staff in Ekiti State University as the sample size for this study. The sources of data collection was both primary and secondary with the application of questionnaires as an instrument to gather the necessary data. Textbooks, journals, articles, law reports, newspapers publications, were collected as secondary data, and also limitations to the study were indicated.  The questionnaires were administered to the 41 participant of which 35 responses were retrieved validated and this was a basis by which the primary data were collected. Data was analyzed using mean and standard deviation as presented in frequencies and tables. Findings of the study problems militating against effective selection and acquisition of legal materials of Ekiti University Faculty of Law library such as, lack of funds, absence/poor implementation of collection development policy, lack of capacity building for library staff, lack of technical capabilities in the areas of online databases and electronic resources, high cost of legal materials and lack of bibliographic control of published legal sources. The study therefore concludes that The law library should develop acquisitions policy, in other words collection development policy, to guide them in the selection and acquisition of legal materials. More, so, the government and parent institutions should provide enough funds to the law library to enable it carryout the acquisition process effectively. 

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background of the study

Collection development, also known as the acquisition of information resources, is a fundamental activity carried out by libraries worldwide. The acquisition section in the academic library performs a variety of functions and serves as the main link to the other sections of the library. The acquisition section of the academic library is a crucial department responsible for collection development. It plays a significant role in overseeing all library activities. It is commonly known as the heart of every library, whether it is an E-Library or a traditional library. The idea that the innovation in information technology, specifically the e-library in the information palace, will have an impact on traditional methods of acquisitions has not yet materialised. Libraries still acquire and maintain massive book collections while managing other information formats (Adesanya & Agyen, 2015). 

Despite prophecies of vanishing print collections and the emergence of the digital format, printed resources (books, etc ) still have a central role in library acquisition ( Carr, 2011). The term "acquisition" is frequently used to refer to various processes that involve acquiring library materials. These processes specifically focus on the techniques used to obtain these materials. The acquisition of library materials is subject to specific conditions that can vary from one place to another.

 According to Prytherch (2011), the process of planning a stock acquisition programme involves more than just addressing immediate needs. It is about creating a well-organized and dependable collection that can meet the objectives and services of a library over a span of several years.Acquisition plays a crucial role in librarianship because the quality of a library's collection is entirely dependent on the information resources it acquires. Acquisition librarians play a crucial role in both maintaining a high-quality collection and achieving organisational goals by acquiring relevant information resources. If a library obtains high-quality and pertinent materials There are significant benefits for both the library and its users. The library gains credibility and authority, while the users can always rely on finding answers to their questions from such a reputable source.The primary method of acquiring information resources is through purchases. However, they can also be obtained through gifts, exchanges, and legal deposit.

It is crucial for legal researchers to have the most current version of the law and ensure that a relevant case has not been excessively relied upon by a higher court, or that a statute has not been modified, repealed, or deemed unconstitutional. The selection and acquisition of legal materials or publications are necessary and rely on various methods to regularly supplement and update them.When it comes to selecting and acquiring legal materials, various challenges arise, such as inadequate communication services, ineffective library management practices, subpar quality of locally published books, and a lack of a clear collection development policy. According to Ali, Owoeye, and Anasi (2010), qualified law librarians should effectively and efficiently select and acquire both primary source materials (such as Acts of Parliament, Gazettes, Reports of cases, Digests, and volumes of statutes) and secondary sources (such as textbooks, casebooks, supplements, loose-leaf publications, and encyclopaedias). 

Statement of the problem

 The present economic dislocation that is ravaging the entire world is also affecting the academic libraries in developing countries, According to Anunobi, (2012)  the key challenges affecting the acquisitions of materials in academic libraries include: inadequate funding, economic dislocations, dearth of current books, due process, lack of current acquisition tools. Agyen-Gyasi et al. (2010) further indicate that special libraries in Nigeria Universities face several challenges including increasing costs of materials and limited budget (that reduces the amount of materials to be acquired). As the law collection began to grow and expand, the need to house the materials in a separate apartment that would be contiguous with the faculty of law became highly desirable if the law library was to justify its establishment and fulfill its major objective of serving the academic needs of the students and teachers of the law faculty. Obviously, Law is a specialized and highly technical subject and this attribute has made it the preserve of professional body of practitioners which makes it different from other disciplines in the social science group or other subject categories, hence the need for a balanced and up-to-date law library collection. However, selection and acquisition of resources into law libraries is bedeviled with problems. Therefore is it against this backdrop that this study seeks to the challenges of acquisition of library materials and services to the users in law library in Ekiti State University.
Objective of the Study

The broad objective of this study is to examine the challenges of acquisition of library materials and services to the users in law library in Ekiti State University. Specifically, the study seeks to:

To find out the types of legal materials acquired and selected at the faculty of law library. 

To ascertain those involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. 

To identify the tools used in the acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. 

To find out the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. 

Research Question

The research is guided by the following question:

What types of legal materials are been selected and acquired at the faculty of law library?

Who are the people involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library? 

What kind of tools is used in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library? 

What are the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials? 

Significance of the study

The findings of this study are expected to be of benefit to management and staff of national library of Nigeria, the Federal government, researchers, students, authors, lawyers, civil servants, publishers and students of library and information science. The findings of this work, if adopted may be of great benefit to the management of national library of Nigeria if the causes of the lapses in acquisition and utilization are revealed by correcting the errors especially in the area of legal deposit .Publishers will be pursued more vigorously to comply .Authors will be more enlightened about the benefits of depositing their publications with the National library.If they deposit their titles will be listed in the National Bibliography of Nigeria which is a good selection tool ,their works will be standard because it will have standard numbers for publications and so many other benefits For lawyers ,getting copies for evidence in court will no longer be an issue. It is only National library that gives certified true copies of documents and when they are not available it becomes a problem for the lawyers For students and researchers they will always have available resources which are readily available for their educational pursuits
Scope of the Study

The scope of  the study borders on the challenges of acquisition of library materials and services to the users in law library in Ekiti State University. The study find out the types of legal materials acquired and selected at the faculty of law library it ascertained those involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. It will  identify the tools used in the acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library and present  the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. The study is however delimited to Law Library, Law library librarian, dean faculty of law, law lecturers and other library staff in Ekiti State University.
Limitation of the study


Like in every human endeavour, the researchers encountered slight constraints while carrying out the study. The significant constraint was the scanty literature on the subject owing to the nature of the discourse thus the researcher incurred more financial expenses and much time was required in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature and in the process of data collection, which is why the researcher resorted to a limited choice of sample size. Additionally, the researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. More so, the choice of the sample size was limited  to Librarians and Law Library Users  in in Ekiti State University  as few respondent were selected to answer the research instrument hence findings of the study cannot be generalize to other product. However, despite the constraint  encountered during the  research, all factors were downplayed in other to give the best and make the research successful.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. 

2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

LIBRARY

Libraries are the knowledge and information foundation of any nation. A library collects, organizes and makes information resources accessible to all kinds of users regardless of their ages, background and interests. Asante,(2014) defined library as a learned institution equipped with treasures of knowledge, maintained organized and managed by trained personnel to educate the children, men and women continuously and assist in their self improvement through an effective and prompt dissemination of information. There are different kinds of libraries and each performs different kinds of functions to meet the determined purpose and needs of the people they serve . These libraries include the following: academic libraries, public libraries, special libraries, school libraries, and private libraries (Ali 2011).

TYPES OF LIBRARY

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Public libraries are libraries that provide unrestricted access to library resources and services free of charge to all residents of a given community district or geographical region. Fariss, (2012) opines that public libraries are now acknowledged to be an indispensable part of community life, as promoters of literacy, providers of wide range of reading for all ages and as centers for community information services. 

Hence Adesanya, et al, (2015) opines that public libraries are library institutions established by the government to enhance independent and continuing education of people particularly those living within this environment or locality. This is necessary as they offer their collection to all members of the community. Public libraries are often considered as an essential part of having an educated and literate population. It enlightens, uplifts and sustains the educational status of people in the society. The public library acquires, organizes and stores recorded knowledge for the purpose of giving information and knowledge to their users to enrich their personal lives. As the local gateway of knowledge, resources, which they acquire, are to provide access to lifelong learning, independent decision-making and cultural development of the individual and social group, which is guided towards the realization of national development. The assessment of any public library can better be judged by the satisfaction users derive from its services. Access to information is crucial in the information environment. It can be achieved through mobile technologies, access to research information, and best practices among public library staff will be achieved through establishment of public library repositions (Adesanya, et al, 2015) .

Precisely, public libraries are said to have existed between 28 & 39BC in ancient Rome. They are established with the main mission of providing access to materials and services to meet with the present and future needs of the community they serve. Prytherch,  (2011) says that public library should provide for the intellectual, cultural, occupational and religious information needed of all Nigerian society irrespective of their race, culture and occupation in their society.

Afemikhe (2016) defined a public library as “that authorized by law, supported from general public funds or special taxes voted for the purpose of administration, for the benefit of the citizens of the country, town, city or region which maintains it on the basis of equal access to all.” 

ACADEMIC/ SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
A school library is an organized collection of books and other learning materials placed in a school for use by teachers and pupils. There are libraries located in primary schools, secondary schools and teachers training colleges (Imeremba ,2000). The author went on to say the first official move towards the development of school library services in Nigeria came in 1967 with the appointment of a UNESCO school library adviser in the person of H.V bonny. His duty was to advice the federal government on the setting of school library service. In order words, from 1964, a federal school library services were in operation sponsored by UNESCO, which provided the textbooks, while the federal government paid the personnel. As a result, school libraries were organized in a number of schools in Lagos. Shortly afterwards, a “centralized school library service” to serve all secondary schools and teachers training colleges in Lagos was set up. 

Ameen & Carr (2018), noted that by school libraries, one is specifically referring those libraries established as integral part of primary and secondary schools, with the objective of providing the instructional materials to enrich the curriculum, to supplement textbooks and classrooms instruction and to give students unlimited opportunity for learning. A school library is an integral part of the school. An excellent educational program cannot be developed without the support of a well-stocked library. The value of books in the life of a child has thus been highlighted by the international federation of library associations committee on library work with children cited by Banou, (2017), that books are essential in the life and development of a child. They are stimulus to his intelligence and imaginations, an incentive to independent thinking and a source of information and enjoinment. It is in childhood that the use of books should be learnt. Continuing, Anunobi ( 2012).  noted that, effective library services rest upon its ability to maximize the satisfaction of its users need while maximizing the time spent on obtaining the requested information.  He defined school library as libraries attached to the primary and secondary school to supplement teaching and learning of school children. School library caters for children who are eager to read and also for backward children who read with difficulty and who require visual aids and all kinds of incentives to study. It contains such materials as books, magazines, periodicals diagrams, newspapers, photographs etc.

Today many school libraries have transformed into school library resources centers, because of a variety of its collection, a school library is sometimes called a media resource center. According to Hall cited in Aina (2004) observed that the school library as a resource center is expected to provide the following: Information and faster their professional development; Learning laboratory that provides opportunities for pupils to develop information skills and commitment to informal decision making; Learning laboratory that links learning and resources for learning; Opportunities for pupils to become self-directed learners and develop a commitment to lifelong learning. 

Popoola and Haliso (2009) cited in Scott-Emmakpor, (2011). pointed out that, the ultimate criteria for assessing the quality of a school library service is its capacity for meeting the user’s needs and that the value of service is the beneficial effects accruing from its users viewed by the funders. From these definitions, one thing is common, that is, it is located in the primary or secondary schools. The major aim is to support teaching and learning. The resources are such that will enable them develop reading skills. This is to say, for teaching and learning to effectively take place in schools, there should be a school library. The objectives of school libraries in educational development Imeremba (2002)  cited in Scott-Emmakpor, (2011). identified the objectives of school libraries as first, to support the learning programs of the school. Secondly, to further the general intellectual development of the pupils and thirdly to help the pupils to develop skills in the use of books and libraries. 

According to Ezinwa in Ajebomogun and Salaam (2011) cited in Taib, (2011), the objectives of the school libraries is to acquire, process and make available to pupils and students, a wide range of books and audiovisual materials to supplement and enrich the teaching, learning situation in schools. There are two types of school library that are available. They are the primary school library and secondary school library while the primary school library is a library that is set up in a nursery or primary school to cater for the teaching and learning needs of the pupils and their teachers, the secondary school library is a dedicated facility located in the secondary schools and administered by the school that provides at least the following; an organized, circulating collection of printed and/or audiovisual and/or computer-based resources or a combination thereof.

Special Libraries

A special library is a library that provides specialized information resources on a particular subject, serves a specialized and limited clientele, and delivers specialized services to that clientele. Special libraries include corporate libraries, government libraries, law libraries, medical libraries, museum libraries, news libraries. Special libraries also exist within academic institutions. These libraries are included as special libraries because they are often funded separately from the rest of the university and they serve a targeted group of users.

Special libraries often have a more specific clientele than libraries in traditional educational or public settings, and deal with more specialized kinds of information. They are developed to support the mission of their sponsoring organization and their collections and services are more targeted and specific to the needs of their clientele. Special libraries may or may not be open to the general public. Those that are open to the public may offer services similar to research, reference, public, academic, or children's libraries, often with restrictions such as only lending books to patients at a hospital or restricting the public from parts of a military collection. Many special libraries are not open to the general public, though access may be requested for specialized research by request. Special libraries are also sometimes known as information centers. Some authors differentiate special libraries from information centers by defining the latter as having "a very narrow scope" (Mount, Ellis 199).

 They are generally staffed by librarians, although many librarians employed in special libraries are specialists in the library's field rather than generally trained librarians, and often are not required to have advanced degrees in specifically library-related field due to the specialized content and clientele of the library. However, it is not uncommon for librarians at special libraries to have both a library science degree as well as a degree or experience of some type in the field their library specializes in as opposed to either only library science or field specific experience (Whisner, 2008a).

Concept of Law Library

A law library according to Ukpanah and Afolabi (2011), is a collection of legal information organized for use of those seeking to qualify as the, or who have qualified as lawyers and those enacting or administering law. The ability of the law library to meet the diverse information needs of its clientele depends on among other things, the availability of an array of documentary and non-book materials. 

Concept of Legal Material in Law Libraries

The concept of legal materials in legal study is paramount to people in legal disciplines, such as judges, lawyers and law students. They need legal information materials for making decisions in all areas of law. Especially law students, they particularly require legal materials for various reasons in their study areas. Okello-Obura (1998) cited Walden ( 2013) in defines legal materials as the requirement or right established by law, which resides in all written and electronic records. The basis of a professional knowledge is information. The concept of legal information materials has had a wide coverage from different scholars but mostly those who advocate for human rights. There are basically three categories of legal information materials, which include; 

Public legal information: The information contained here includes laws that govern relationships between the citizens and the state of those within the state. Examples include criminal legal information and constitutional information. This kind of information can also be referred to as administrative legal information materials. 

Private legal information: This is the information materials that provide for the relationship that governs the relationship between citizens, this includes various relationships people have with one another and rules that determine the rights and duties among themselves. Private legal information materials basically address legal matters concerning rights of citizens and how they are supposed to leave with each other under the law. Example of this include family legal resources, inheritance legal resources and business legal materials.

International legal information resources: As the term suggests, this is information that covers relations among nations within the legal framework outlined by international governing bodies such as United Nations. 

Types of Legal Resources 

Legal materials can be categorized as follows; 

Primary Sources: The primary sources are the statements of the law itself from a government entity such as court, legislature, executive agency, president or governor (Deakin, 2014). 

The primary sources include; 

Constitution of the Nations. 

Statute, Acts, Rules, ordinances-central and state government bodies. 

Parliament Debates/proceedings – both upper and lower houses. 

Gazettes – both central and state government. 

Courts judgments reports – of Supreme Court, state High Courts, Tribunals, Special Courts, and Commissions. 

Legal periodicals. 

Thesis and dissertations produced by the legal institutions. 

Government publications. 

Secondary Sources: Secondary sources of legal materials according to (Deakin, 2014), are the tools that assist users in locating and understanding the relevant primary materials. They include: 

Compared Bare Acts of parliament and legislative bodies. 

Manuals containing government department’s rules and notifications. 

Compilations of international treaties. 

Text books. 

Tertiary Sources
Judgments citators. 

Digests of judgments on particular subjects. 

Legal news and reviews. 

Index statutes. 

Online Legal Information Sources: There are several online legal information sources most notable are legal databases, e-books and online journals which include: Bloomberg BNA, Bloomberg law, Heinonline, Intelliconnect, Lexis Advance, LexisNexis Academic, Proquest congressional, Westlaw etc. 

Other electronic formats include: Microform and microfiche, DVD and CD-ROM.

Concept of Acquisition 

Ford (1981) defined acquisition as a process of obtaining books and other library materials for a library or group of libraries. He went further to say that these books may be obtained by purchase, gifts or exchanges. According to him the acquisition department is a resource for the library and its community for information about publishing, publications and 23 book dealers. Acquiring information resources is an important excise for libraries; despite the problems of vanishing print collections and emergence of the digital paradigm, printed materials still have a central role in library collection and publishing industry. Once materials have been selected the acquisition process begins that is locating the right item ordering it and processing the item once they arrive.

Acquisition work is the process in library services that do not involve community input. This is a technical process exclusively for the professional librarians. Once selection has been made to purchase items, the work of acquisition begins. Acquisition is beyond mere selection of information materials in a library. It involves checking whether or not the acquired materials meet the information needs of the users. 


Acquisition of legal materials therefore involves acquiring legal and non-legal information materials necessary for practice and procedure of the law. There is usually an acquisition policy which varies from one library to the other. The policy guides the libraries at ensuring that relevant and appropriate materials are selected, ordered and acquired for the law libraries. 


Selection of materials involves deciding which materials are to be acquired for a library. Dada,(2011).  quoting Spiller (1991) opines that, selection means “evaluating and choosing materials to add to the library stock.” In other word, it involves deciding what books and non-book materials to be purchased. However, in an attempt to differentiate selection from acquisition he rightly observe that, many people assume that selection and acquisition work are one and the same process. The authors posit that, even though they are related, that acquisition is the process by which the library physically secures (through purchase, gifts or exchange) the items that selection personnel have identified as desirable additions to the collection. 

Tools for Selection and Acquisition of Legal Materials 


The library routinely make additional selections from the following tools; 

Publishers catalogues 

Publishers leaflet 

Publishers information cards

Reviews 

Bibliographies e.g. National bibliography 

Suggestions from users 

Online search. 


Law libraries in Nigeria also make use of the standards and requirements provided by the Council of Legal Education and the National Universities Commission in selecting and acquiring legal materials for law libraries. The standard list of the law library minimum requirements by the council of legal education includes: 
Laws and statutes (local and foreign) 

Law reports (local and foreign) and 

Law textbooks (local and foreign). 

Those Involve in the Selection and Acquisition of Legal Materials 


Selection and acquisition of legal resources just like other library materials requires the thorough knowledge of the mission of the library and collection development policy of the library. Materials at the faculty of law library are selected by the law librarian, library staff, faculty, administration and students. Faculty recommendations within their academic disciplines are actively solicited. Faculty request forms are made available online and in print to encourage faculty input. All suggestions are reviewed and evaluated by the faculty law librarian and the dean of law faculty (Uluocha  & Mabawonku (2014).. 


The actual acquisition is carried out by the faculty law librarian who double as the acquisition librarian in-charge of the acquisition process which start from selecting, ordering and receiving materials for the library by purchase, exchange, or gift, which may include budgeting and negotiating with outside agencies, such as publishers, dealers, and vendors to obtain resources to meet the needs of the faculty’s patrons in the most economic and expeditious manner.

Processes of Acquiring Library Resources Acquisition and collection development complement each other. It is paradox to note that the initial challenges relating to acquisition of library materials is the lack of clearly stated collection development policies which are recommended for libraries. Selection of material which involves weeding of less important items, storage off-site, and preservation in various formats are best understood in the context of acquisition policy implementations and changing information landscape. This includes firstly, transformation in scholarly communications practices, secondly, the broad impact of information technologies and communication devices on the use of the collection and thirdly, new forms of information-seeking behavior and learning styles, and the explosion of online resources for obtaining, using, and sharing knowledge and research. Taken together, these changes and impediment present a challenge to our time-honored concepts of acquisitions practices. Acquisition involves obtaining books and other materials for a library, documentation centre or archive. Collection development, on the other hand, refers to the process of planning a stock acquisition program to build a relevant collection to meet the objectives of information services deliveries (Ali,2011). ScottEmmakpor (2011) relates acquisition methods to the various ways by which a Library build up its collection. It is concerned with due process that is involved in selection and acquisition of materials for an expanding collection and the decisions on the materials to be included in that collection. 

Basically, these are methods by which libraries can acquire material:

Purchase  
Gift/Donation  
Exchange/Inter-Institutional Cooperation  
Bequeath  
Legal Deposit and 
 Consortia
THE CHALLENGES OF ACQUISITION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS AND SERVICES TO THE USERS

Acquisition is a very important aspect of librarianship since the strength of a library’s collection solely depends on the information resources acquired. The acquisition librarians therefore have a tremendous role to play in maintaining a good collection as well as achieving organizational goals through acquisition of relevant information resources. If a library acquires good and relevant materials the benefits are enormous to both the library and the users, the library will have credibility and authority while the users will always find answers to their questions from such a library.Developing a balanced and usable collection is an important aspect of library services (Oseghale, 2008 cited in  ). Library collections therefore, are built to meet the information and research needs of any academic programme. For the faculty of law libraries to maintain a balanced collection, meet the demands of students, lecturers, and law professionals, and pass accreditation conducted by the regulatory bodies (the National Universities Commission and the Council of Legal Education), there must be adequate collections and other law requirements in place. In order to put in place an adequate collection for a robust legal education, there must be adequate funding by the university. Under funding has been a serious problem facing university education in Nigeria, and this has impacted negatively on acquisition of legal materials in faculty of law libraries. 


Another problem confronting selection and acquisition of legal materials is the absence/poor implementation of collection development policy. Collection development policy is one of the major factors that enhance the effective and efficient selection and acquisition process, but unfortunately, most academic libraries including laws libraries do not have a collection development policy while some of the libraries that claim to have do not implement it resulting in haphazard and insufficient acquisition. 


According to Plockey, Appiah and Ofori (2018) the key challenges affecting the acquisitions of materials in academic libraries include: inadequate funding, economic dislocations, dearth of current books, due process, lack of current acquisition tools. Other problems faced by law libraries in acquisition and selection of legal materials include: 

Lack of bibliographical control of published legal sources. 

High exchange rate, affects the purchase of foreign materials. 

Information explosion. 

Lack of adequate skills in selection and acquisition process on the part of the librarian.  

Poor number of local publications to meet educational needs. 

Lack of faculty cooperation. 

High cost of legal materials. 

Lack of administrative support (parent institution). 

Inadequate library budget. 

Lack of technical capabilities in the area of electronic resources and online databases. 

Lack of trust towards librarians and lack of delegation of authority for making acquisition decision.

Agyen-Gyasi et al. (2010) further indicate that academic libraries in Ghana face several challenges including increasing costs of materials and limited budget (that reduces the amount of materials to be acquired). Ameen (2014) stated that, his experience as university librarian, as faculty member, and a review of literature establishes that university libraries in Pakistan face serious problems in the acquisition of books and journals due to budget cuts. Adesanya and Agyen (2015) lamented that, academic libraries in Nigeria face many challenges which include budgets cut, due process and the problem of knowing which format to select owing to the rising costs of library materials.
2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Trinity theory

Ranganathan, the father of Library and Information Science in India, introduced the concept of “trinity in library”. He says that “a library is a trinity made up of books, reader and staff”. According to this concept, the library having three inter-dependent components which make it a social institution.

The definition of a library, given by Ranganathan, makes us to understand the status of a library in the society. He designates the library as a public institution. This status itself set goals and objectives for a library. Being public institution, it has the responsibility to serve the public without any reservation or biasness. Further, he says ‘care of collection of books’ which, refers to the organization, maintenance and preservation aspects of the library materials so, it can serve the society or community for a longer period. The final and the most important factor in his definition is ‘making them accessible’. This aspect of the definition of a library set agenda to provide service to the society. The collection of a library should be made available to the public for use or consultation who so ever and when ever required by them. Hence, the purpose of a library is to serve the society through the records of human thoughts, ideas and expressions by making them available as and when required by the 6 member of the society, as well as preserve them for the coming generations, as those records are the intellectual wealth of the society.

Those components are books, reader 19 and staff. The ‘book’ is the representative of all the materials which provide information and knowledge to people. These materials may be a book, magazines, journals/periodicals, map, charts, art facts, audio-visual materials, etc. The ‘reader’ refer to the member of the community or society who are directly or indirectly dependant on a library for their quest knowledge. The reader group depends upon the nature of the community a library is serving. For example, the students, teachers, researches are the reader for an academic library. But for a public library reader may be any one of the society without any distinction or scrutiny. The researcher and scholar are the reader for a special library. Hence, for the library, reader is reader is the client for whom the library is meant for. The staff of a library is the link between the users and the book. They play a decisive role in establishing contact between the information source and the reader. Without the effort of the staff, it is very difficult for the reader to get right information especially at right time (Tanvir,2014).
Schema Theory

Schema theory a theory that reveals how readers interact with library information. It also had a major impact on reading instruction. It describes in detail how the background knowledge of the learner interacts with the reading task and illustrates how a users knowledge and previous experience with the world is crucial to deciphering a text. The ability to use this schemata, or background knowledge, plays a fundamental role in one’s trial to comprehend a text.Schema theory is based on the notion that past experiences lead to the creation of mental frameworks that help a reader make sense of new experiences. Cassell, (2015) calls schemes the “extensive representations of more general patterns or regularities that occur in our experience”. For instance one’s generic scheme of an airplane will allow him to make sense of airplane he has not previously flew with. This means that past experiences  will be related to new experiences, which may   include the knowledge of “objects, situations, and events as well as knowledge of procedures for retrieving, organizing and interpreting information” (Kucer, 1987). 

Anderson (1994:469) presents research showing that recall of information in a text is affected by the reader’s schemata and explains that “a reader comprehends a message when he is able to bring to mind a schema that gives account of the objects and events described in the message”. Comprehension is the process of “activating  or constructing  a schema that provides a coherent explanation of objects and events mentioned  in a  discourse”(Anderson,  1994: 473). For  Anderson and Pearson (1988: 38), comprehension is the interaction between old and new information.  They emphasize: “To say that one has comprehended a text is to say that she has found a mental ‘home’ for the information in the text, or else that she has modified an existing mental home in order to accommodate that new  information”.  Therefore,  a learner’s  schemata  will restructure  itself to accommodate new information as that information is added  to the system (Omaggio,1993).

2.3 EMPIRICAL STUDIES


Nampombe Mnkeni-Saurombe (2010) discussing the challenges facing the following University libraries in South Africa thus, Northern Cape , North West, Free State and KwaZuluNatal academic libraries pointed out that the quantities of library resources purchased were reduced due to price hikes and fluctuating exchange rates for foreign currency. In addition, availability of library resources was further affected as a result of a number of publishers and agencies being forced out of business by economic recession. As libraries rely on suppliers and vice versa, the downfall of one is likely to affect the others. The truth is that the battle for unavailability of resources which has just begun in academic palace as a result of economic recession has adverse effect on acquisitions due to budget cut. 

Guarria and Wang (2011) examined the recent recessions impact on United State of American (USA) academic libraries, opined that majority of the libraries have experienced flat or reduced budgets and many expect additional budget cuts in the immediate future due to economic recession. While library budgets are decreasing in tough economic times, services are increasing due to the rise in enrolment numbers in third level education as people seek retraining through education. Academic libraries face greater external uncertainty within a complex and constantly shifting environment, at a time when successful operation will become even more challenging. In line to the above, Dada (2010) posit that persisting economic problems in Nigeria have adversely affected quasi-governmental bodies including educational and other social institutions. The universities and research institutes in Nigeria have born the heavy brunt of economic dislocations and libraries’ collections have been hard hit by unending scarcity of funding that affects books and other related materials. 

Olayemi (2017) posit that economic recession is more than just a word, it is real and calamitous when it affects a nation that is mono-economy dependent like Nigeria. Such a nation according to him is prone and vulnerable to sudden economic crisis that can collapse existing fiscal stable structures. There is no doubt, that all sectors of the Nigerian economy faced the veracity of the recent recession, although much attention was given to consumable goods as worst hit by the recession. It is equally imperative to pay attention to other areas that are being affected by this problem; hence tertiary institutions (libraries) are not exempted. As the budget of universities and research institution were reduced significantly, there was tremendous cut in the library funding, which has impacted negatively on acquisitions of library resources. 


Charles, Guarria and Zhonghong (2011) in their research of New Library World titled “The economic crisis and its effect on libraries” stated that majority of libraries have experienced flat or reduced budgets and many expect additional budget cuts in the immediate future. Key areas affected include, according to them, collections development, professional development, supplies/equipment and foreign publication. They concluded that unstable and sudden rise of exchange rate has seriously affected the cost of importation of materials for book production, causing a surge in the price of books and reading materials. 

In line with the above, Lance, Hofcohire and Daisey (2011) lamented the decrease in revenue experienced by Colorado academic libraries, between 2007 and 2009, 25 of the state’s 114 public libraries (22%) experienced reductions in total revenue and another 19 (17%) saw no or negligible (i.e., less than 5%) revenue increases. That means that 44 public libraries in Colorado-39 percent, or two out of five are in some degree of financial distress as a result of economic dislocation.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

The broad objective  of  this stud is to examine  the challenges of acquisition of library materials and services to the users in law library in Ekiti State University

 3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.   

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of the entire library staff in Imo state University, the researcher conveniently selected 41 library staff, Law librarian, law lecturers and other library staff as sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

Research question the mean scores and simple percentage tables. 

In analyzing the data collected, the four-point rating scale will be given values as follows:

SA = Strongly Agree

4

A = Agree


3

D = Disagree


2

SD = Strongly Disagree
1

Decision Rule:

To ascertain the decision rule; this formular was used

	4+3+2+1 =10

      4           4


Any score that was 2.5 and above was accepted, while any score that was below 2.5 was rejected. Therefore, 2.5 was the cut-off mean score for decision taken.

3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of forty-one (41) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which thirty eight (38) were returned while 35 were validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of  35 was validated for the analysis.

4.2
DATA PRESENTATION

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 41 was calculated for this study. A total of 38 responses were received whiles 35 was validated. For this study a total of 35 was used for the analysis.

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	41
	100

	Received  
	38
	97

	Validated
	35
	90


Source: Field Survey, 2021

4.3
Demographic Profile of the Respondents

Table 4.2: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	10
	29%

	Female
	25
	71%

	Age
	
	

	20-25
	03
	20%

	26-30
	08
	23%

	31-35
	07
	49%

	36+
	17
	8%

	Education
	
	

	HND/BSC
	12
	34%

	MASTERS
	12
	34%

	PHD
	11
	32%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single
	20
	57%

	Married
	15
	43%

	Divorced
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	0
	0%

	Work experience
	
	

	Below 3yrs
	06
	17%

	3-6years
	19
	54%

	7 years, above
	10
	29%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

4.4
 ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Question 1: What types of legal materials are been selected and acquired at the faculty of law library?

Table 4.3: Mean Responses on the types of legal materials are been selected and acquired at the faculty of law library.
	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A   3
	D   2
	SD  1
	X
	S.D
	DECISION

	1
	legal materials such as  courts judgments, reports, constitution, statue, rules, acts,  law report etc.
	16
	12
	04
	03
	3.2
	2.55
	Accepted

	2
	acts of  parliament, textbooks,   treaties etc 
	13
	17
	05
	0
	3.2
	2.57
	Accepted

	3
	 judgment citators,  digest of judgments, legal news and reviews  etc 
	16
	11
	05
	03
	3.1
	2.55
	Accepted

	4
	online legal, information sources, such as legal databases, e-books, online journals 


	12
	16
	07
	0
	3.1
	2.41
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2021

In table 4.3 above, on the types of legal materials are been selected and acquired at the faculty of law library, the table shows that all the items (item1-item4) are accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item4) have mean scores above 2.50.
Question 2: Who are the people involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library? 

Table 4.4: Mean Responses on  the people involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library.

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A

3
	D

2
	SD

1
	X
	S.D
	REMARK

	1
	Librarian
	14
	17
	04
	0
	3.3
	2.59
	Accepted

	2
	Law lecturers
	16
	19
	0
	0
	3.5
	2.42
	Accepted

	3
	Dean 
	15
	16
	04
	0
	3.3
	2.62
	Accepted

	4
	Other Library Staff
	13
	17
	05
	0
	3.2
	2.49
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2021
In table 4.4 above, on the people involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library, the table shows that all the items (item1-item4) are accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item4) had mean scores above 2.50.

Question 3: What kind of tools is used in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library? 

Table 4.5: Mean Responses on the kind of tools is used in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library.

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A

3
	D

2
	SD

1
	X
	S.D
	REMARK

	1
	Publishers catalogue, leaflet and information cards
	16
	15
	04
	0
	3.3
	2.59
	Accepted

	2
	Bibliographies 
	18
	17
	0
	0
	3.5
	2.42
	Accepted

	3
	Reviews 
	15
	15
	05
	0
	3.3
	2.62
	Accepted

	4
	Suggestions from Users
	18
	12
	05
	0
	3.2
	2.49
	Accepted

	5
	Online search
	17
	11
	04
	03
	3.1
	2.66
	Accepted

	6
	 Standard list of law library requirements  by the council on legal  education and the  National Universities  Commission 
	12
	15
	06
	02
	3.1
	2.55
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2021
In table 4.5 above, on the kind of tools is used in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library in Ekiti State University, the table shows that all the items (item1-item6) are accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item7) had mean scores above 2.50.
Question 4: What are the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials in Ekiti State University?

Table 4.5: Mean Responses on the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials .

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	SA

4
	A

3
	D

2
	SD

1
	X
	S.D
	REMARK

	1
	Poor implementation of collection development policy
	13
	18
	04
	0
	3.0
	2.51
	Accepted

	2
	Inadequate funding
	20
	15
	0
	0
	3.5
	2.62
	Accepted

	3
	High cost of legal material
	21
	11
	03
	0
	3.2
	2.52
	Accepted

	4
	Lack of bibliographical control of published legal sources
	13
	18
	04
	0
	3.0
	2.51
	Accepted

	5
	Lack of adequate skill on the part of librarian
	24
	11
	00
	00
	3.8
	2.76
	Accepted

	6
	Lack of faculty cooperation 
	22
	13
	00
	00
	3.2
	2.69
	Accepted

	7
	Lack of technical capabilities in managing electronic resources & online database
	12
	15
	06
	02
	3.1
	2.55
	Accepted


Source: Field Survey, 2021
In table 4.7 above, on the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials, the table shows that all the items (item1-item7) are accepted. This is proven as the respective items (item1-item7) had mean scores above 2.50.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY


The scope of  the study borders on the challenges of acquisition of library materials and services to the users in law library in Ekiti State University. The study found out the types of legal materials acquired and selected at the faculty of law library it ascertained those involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. It identified the tools used in the acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library and presented  the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library. 
Survey research design was employed for the study and with aid of convenient sampling selected forty-one(41) participant  who are  Law library librarian, dean faculty of law, law lecturers and other library staff in Ekiti State University as the sample size for this study. The sources of data collection was both primary and secondary with the application of questionnaires as an instrument to gather the necessary data. Textbooks, journals, articles, law reports, newspapers publications, were collected as secondary data, and also limitations to the study were indicated.  The questionnaires were administered to the 41 participant of which 35 responses were retrieved validated and this was a basis by which the primary data were collected. Data was analyzed using mean and standard deviation as presented in frequencies and tables.

5.2 CONCLUSION 

Acquisition is a very important aspect of librarianship since the strength of a library’s collection solely depends on the information resources acquired. The acquisition librarians therefore have a tremendous role to play in maintaining a good collection as well as achieving organizational goals through acquisition of relevant information resources. If a library acquires good and relevant materials the benefits are enormous to both the library and the users, the library will have credibility and authority while the users will always find answers to their questions from such a library.

The study has shown some in-depth knowledge of major problems militating against effective selection and acquisition of legal materials of Ekiti University Faculty of Law library such as, lack of funds, absence/poor implementation of collection development policy, lack of capacity building for library staff, lack of technical capabilities in the areas of online databases and electronic resources, high cost of legal materials and lack of bibliographic control of published legal sources. 

5.3 RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made: 

The acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library should reflect all the types of legal materials ranging from primary, secondary, tertiary and online sources. 

Selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library should involve the input of the faculty, specifically, the Dean, lecturers, students and other library staff and not just the law librarian. 

The law library should involve all the necessary selection tools in collection building as this will give them a wider perspective of relevant legal materials available for selection. 

The law library should develop acquisitions policy, in other words collection development policy, to guide them in the selection and acquisition of legal materials. The government and parent institutions should provide enough funds to the law library to enable it carryout the acquisition process effectively. 

There should be full integration of ICTs in selection and acquisition of legal materials. More and qualified staff should be employed. There should also be training and retraining of law library staff, and finally, the law library should explore the alternative source of funding rather than depending on the institutional budget alone. 
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APPENDIXE

THE INFLUENCE OF LEARNING ENVIRONMENT ON STUDENTS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE (TILESAP)

QUESTIONNAIRE

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male 

[  ]


Female 
[  ]

Age 

20-25
[  ]

25-30
[  ]

30-35
[  ]

35+ 
[  ]

3. Education

HND/BSC
[  ]
MASTERS
[  ]
PHD

[  ]

4. Marital Status

Single

[  ]
Married
[  ]
Divorced
[  ]
Widowed
[  ]

SECTION B

Question 1: What types of legal materials are been selected and acquired at the faculty of law library?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	Strongly Agree


	Agree


	Disagree


	Strongly Disagree


	1
	legal materials such as  courts judgments, reports, constitution, statue, rules, acts,  law report etc.
	
	
	
	

	2
	acts of  parliament, textbooks,   treaties etc 
	
	
	
	

	3
	 judgment citators,  digest of judgments, legal news and reviews  etc 
	
	
	
	

	4
	online legal, information sources, such as legal databases, e-books, online journals 


	
	
	
	


Question 2: Who are the people involved in the selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library? 

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	Strongly Agree


	Agree


	Disagree


	Strongly Disagree


	1
	Librarian
	
	
	
	

	2
	Law lecturers
	
	
	
	

	3
	Dean 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Other Library Staff
	
	
	
	


Question 3: What kind of tools is used in selection and acquisition of legal materials at the faculty of law library? 

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	Strongly Agree


	Agree


	Disagree


	Strongly Disagree


	1
	Publishers catalogue, leaflet and information cards
	
	
	
	

	2
	Bibliographies 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Reviews 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Suggestions from Users
	
	
	
	

	5
	Online search
	
	
	
	

	6
	 Standard list of law library requirements  by the council on legal  education and the  National Universities  Commission 
	
	
	
	


Question 4: What are the problems encountered in selection and acquisition of legal materials in Ekiti State University?

	S/N
	ITEM STATEMENT
	Strongly Agree


	Agree


	Disagree


	Strongly Disagree


	1
	Poor implementation of collection development policy
	
	
	
	

	2
	Inadequate funding
	
	
	
	

	3
	High cost of legal material
	
	
	
	

	4
	Lack of bibliographical control of published legal sources
	
	
	
	

	5
	Lack of adequate skill on the part of librarian
	
	
	
	

	6
	Lack of faculty cooperation 
	
	
	
	

	7
	Lack of technical capabilities in managing electronic resources & online database
	
	
	
	


=  2.5








