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 Abstract

This study is on strategies for improving low academic performances in English language in secondary school. The total population for the study is 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Igbo Osogbo local government of Osun State. The researcher used questionnaires as the instrument for the data collection. Descriptive Survey research design was adopted for this study. A total of 133 respondents made up principals, vice principals administration, senior staff and junior staff were used for the study. The data collected were presented in tables and analyzed using simple percentages and frequencies 

 CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1Background of the study

The more complicated nature of learning and the increasing demands placed on instructors as a result of these changes have made the job of teaching a more difficult one. This new position requires not just the increased delivery of knowledge to pupils, but it also requires an examination of the challenges connected with learning and teaching. The National Policy on Education (Adebayo, 2022) in Nigeria emphasized that our children should be educated properly so that they can acquire the skills and competencies that would enable them to function well and solve problems in the society. The policy was written with the intention of ensuring that Nigeria achieves its goal of becoming a middle-income country by 2022. The new trend in educational techniques is the key to the successful completion and achievement of these significant educational objectives in Nigeria (Adedokun, 2022). Students are given the opportunity to conceptualize and successfully manage their own learning via the use of these innovative ways to learning and teaching. As a result, students are able to consolidate their knowledge and apply their training in real-world scenarios. In Nigeria's senior secondary schools, the English language curriculum has been plagued by poor outcomes and low accomplishments, despite the innovative approach to learning and teaching that has been implemented. Students who have made signing up for English language tests on an annual basis a habit have shown appalling levels of performance, according to the annual results released by the West African Examinations Council (WAEC) (Belo, 2022). It is concerning to take into account that the overall performance of these kids has been steadily declining from one academic year to the next. It is common knowledge that if the current state of affairs in the English language is allowed to persist, it will have a negative impact on both the economic and technical development of the state. This is due to the fact that a solid command of the English language is required of all pupils at the secondary school level in order to do well in the other disciplines (Abdullahi, 2020). Students who struggle with the English language are also likely to have difficulty acquiring abilities in topics connected to the arts and technology because of this.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE STUDY

This research as stated above concerns itself with the study of strategies for improving low academic performance in English language by suggesting possible solution to the following questions:

  i) What are the attitude/feelings of the students towards the studying of English language?

 ii)  What account for the decline in performance in the subject (English language)?

iii)   Do they have enough material and human resources for the teaching and learning process?

 iv)  Do they understand the subject very well?

 v)   Does the Senior Secondary School Certificate (SSCE) syllabus have either a positive or a negative effect on the student performance?

1.2 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

Objectives of the study are;

To find out the types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language.
To identify the methods of teaching used in teaching English language.
To identify the extent to which teachers are motivated to teach English language.
To identify strategies for improving the low academic performance of students in English language.
1.3 RESEARCH HYOTHESES

For the successful completion of the study, the following research hypotheses were formulated by the researcher;  

H0: there are no types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language.
H1: there are types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language.
H02: there are no methods of teaching used in teaching English language.
H2: there are methods of teaching used in teaching English language.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
 This research work intends to investigate the student achievement in the subject. The research will be significant in the following ways:

  i)   The findings of the study will shade light on the nature, contents examination and performance level of the SSCE examination.

 ii)  The findings of the study will contribute meaningfully to knowledge of teaching and learning English language especially with the role of English in the day-to-day communication.

 iii)  The findings of the students will also benefit Ministry of Education in Nigeria by recruiting qualified teachers in order to improve the performance of the students
1.6 SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The scope of the study covers the strategies for improving low academic performance in English language in secondary school. The researcher encounters some constrain which limited the scope of the study;
 a) AVAILABILITY OF RESEARCH MATERIAL: The research material available to the researcher is insufficient, thereby limiting the study


b) TIME: The time frame allocated to the study does not enhance wider coverage as the researcher has to combine other academic activities and examinations with the study.

c) Organizational privacy: Limited Access to the selected auditing firm makes it difficult to get all the necessary and required information concerning the activities.  

1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS

Performance: This relates to the execution carried out or putting into effect the task, job or operation.

 Teacher: A professional trained to impart knowledge to pupils/students.

  Assessment: Evaluation or estimation of the nature, value or quality of something or a subject.

 Effectiveness: It is the ability to determine appropriate objectives, that is, the degree at which School’s goals are met within established resources “doing the right thing.”

  Indiscipline: This can be described as a mode of life not in conformation with rule and non-subjection to contain. The term connotes the regulations capable of obstructing the smooth and orderly function of the school system

 Reading: Is the process of receiving and interpreting information encoded in language form via the medium of print.

Writing: Writing is the process by which an author uses his mental ability to put words to paper as well as the result of that process.

 Speech: Expression of or the ability to express thoughts and feelings by articulated sounds.

  Mother Tongue: This is the original and first language of an individual which they acquire from their parents.

  L2: This is language two. This is a second that is learnt as a second language in addition to their mother tongue.

FGN: Acronym for Federal Government of Nigeria.

Curriculum: Curriculum is the subjects comprising a step by step guide of a course of study in a school.

1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
This research work is organized in five chapters, for easy understanding, as follows 

Chapter one is concern with the introduction, which consist of the (overview, of the study), historical background, statement of problem, objectives of the study, research hypotheses, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of terms and historical background of the study. Chapter two highlights the theoretical framework on which the study is based, thus the review of related literature. Chapter three deals on the research design and methodology adopted in the study. Chapter four concentrate on the data collection and analysis and presentation of finding.  Chapter five gives summary, conclusion, and recommendations made of the study     

CHAPTER TWO  
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 INTRODUCTION

There are many causes of poor performance in English language among senior secondary school students. These include the followings: The dominance of mother tongue is regarded as one of the cause of poor performance in English language. Usman, (2012) was of the view that Nigerian students are surrounded by a complex linguistic situation that force them to learn their first indigenous language and they are required to have a good command of the English language. The Nigerian policy on education stressed the use of the immediate language of the community in instruction at the lower level of primary education and combination of English and language of the immediate community at the upper part of primary education. In other words, the policy recommended the use of mother tongue in teaching at primary level. This situation contributes immensely in poor learning of English language right from primary school and it extends to secondary school. Fema, (2003) was of the view that the major cause of the errors in English used by Nigerians can be attributed to the interference of mother tongue with the English language. He added that students often use their native language or mother tongue in all their interactions and English is only used within the four walls of the classrooms and ends there. The above situation clearly shows that dominance of mother tongue in Azare metropolis contributed immensely in poor performance in English language. Inadequate qualified English language teachers also cause poor performance in English language in our secondary schools. Due to the above mentioned cause, in some schools other subject teachers are forced to teach English language and some who even read it exhibit poor abilities in oral and written expression of it. Therefore, with this kind of situation these teachers can never teach effectively and hence poor performances from their products. Adedokun, (2011) was of the view that poorly trained English and untrained teachers (of English) were employed to teach and prepare secondary school students for the school certificate examinations in English language. This situation contributed immensely in poor performance in English language among secondary school students. Therefore, is clear to us that inadequate qualified teachers in our secondary schools lead to poor performance in English language. Inadequate Infrastructural Facilities and Instructional Media are regarded as another cause of poor performance in English language in our secondary schools. Roger, (1981) was of the view that instructional materials and facilities are important part of the process of learning as they provide practice and feedback in learning track. In our present day secondary schools particularly public ones students are in most cases sitting on the floor and windows during lessons. In some cases students are living under trees or living in dilapidated classroom. In addition to that even where there are enough classes, they are overcrowded and language laboratories are lacking. All these cannot allow for proper learning of English language and other subjects hence lead to poor performance. Sa’ad (2007) was of the view that teaching and learning take place effectively when classes are moderate. But the present day Nigerian class is over populated with students over 120 and this cannot allow for proper teaching and learning. On the other hand, in the area of instructional resources or media, there is dominance of textbooks, dictionaries, workbooks and posters in the teaching of English language in secondary schools in Nigeria. Modern media such as audio, video tapes, language laboratories, programmed texts, flash cards; computers, magazines and newspapers are rarely used. Mohammed, (1998) observed that the teaching of English language is bedeviled with many problems such as inadequate period of teaching, method of teaching and lack of adequate and useful resources. Therefore, it is clear to us that inadequate infrastructural facilities leading to large class sizes and inadequate as well as obsolete teaching resources or media lead to poor performance in English language in our secondary schools. Another important cause of poor performance of English language in Nigerian secondary schools is the teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media. Most Nigerian secondary school English language teachers fail to take into account the dynamic nature of English curriculum but they continued to bore students with definitions and drills in grammer, vocabulary and speech work. The traditional content/knowledge oriented teaching is still very much practiced by them. Abdullahi, (2003) was of the view that teachers mostly prefer to use traditional ways of teaching which they have been familiar with or as they were taught, which do not necessarily aid proper learning. Ya’u, (1993) categorically said that successful achievement of stated objectives in teaching and learning is always associated with using the right technique. Therefore, it is clear to us that poor attitude of teachers toward innovation and use of instructional media or materials in teaching English language leads to poor performance among secondary schools in Azare metropolis. Another important cause of poor performance in English language is the negative attitude of students toward the learning of English language. Students, particularly in secondary and primary schools mostly show negative attitude toward learning of English language because they consider it foreign or not theirs. Mohammed, (2002) was of the view that most students put a kind of negative attitude in learning and use of English language as well as making teachers task a difficult one in deed. It is obvious that for any student to be proficient in English language, mastering of skill of listening, speaking, reading and writing is necessary, and it requires a hardworking and dedication from the students. Therefore, it is clear that the negative attitude of students toward learning of English language is one of the causes of poor performance in the subject (English language). Improper use of method of teaching also causes poor performance in English language among secondary school students. It is obvious that successful teaching and learning take place when right teaching methods are used by the teachers. Ya’u, (1993) in Sa’ad, (2007) was of the view that successful achievement of stated objectives in teaching and learning is always associated with using the right method. Sometimes teachers of English language do not consider the learners’ age, the topic, the time and background of the learners in choosing the method to be used in teaching and this affects the level of learning of the students. Therefore, it is clear that teachers’ inability to use proper teaching methods contributes in poor learning of English language among secondary school students. There are many ways that can be followed to improve the English language performance of secondary school students. These are: Abdullahi, (2003), Sa’ad, (2007), Abdulganiyu, (2010) and Usman, (2012) were of the view that provision of enough instructional media/materials, qualified teachers as well as conducive classrooms will assist a lot in improving the performance of secondary school students in English language. Udumah, (1987) was of the view that teachers should device ways through which they can help the students to improve their learning, speech and their listening skills. He categorically stated that:  Students should be taught correct pronunciation in English language in order to minimize the effect of the( first language on the second (English language).  Instructional materials and facilities should be provided for effective teaching and learning of English( language.  More qualified teachers of English language should be provided and they should be encouraged to undergo( professional teaching courses, workshops and seminars to update them.  Students should be encouraged to communicate in English language in and outside the classroom.  Facilities like language laboratory should be provided to assists in proper teaching and learning of English language 

2.2 PROBLEMS FACING THE LEARNERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Learning a foreign language may not be butter and bread experience due to languages ‘peculiarities and distinctiveness. No matter the similarities, two languages are not utterly the same thing. Learners of English as a second language find its learning difficult because sudden break from a familiar language to a non familiar one can be difficult thus various errors ranging from phonetical error to syntactic, morphological to semanticerrors etc. are committed. Some of the problems are highlighted below:

2.3 PROBLEMS OF IMMEDIATE NEED

 According to Kannan (2009:2), students learn basic grammar at school level for the purpose of passing only in the tests and in the examinations and not to face any real life situations. Application-oriented advanced grammar is not taught in schools. Furthermore, adequate practice is not given to students to learn a language. This writer totally aligns with Kannan opinion. It is obvious that students only read to pass English language but are not totally committed to its mastery; probably because learners are only taught and expect to regurgitate the experience rather than allowing them to self -discover the intricacies involved in English Language
2.4 PROBLEM OF MOTHER TONGUE (L1) INTERFERENCE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING.

 Second English language learners experience mother tongue interference phenomenon which deals with problems a learner encounters when he transfers the acquired skills in his native or indigenous language (L1) to his second language (L2). The problems can be syntactic (grammatical), phonological (mispronunciation), semantic or morphological. Nzinga (1983:121) in Oluwole (2014) lamented the low performance of new entrants at the University of Ilorin saying that there is clear ignorance of most basic elements of logical interference  and most of the students do not have the opportunity to undertake advanced reasoning tasks.‖ Phonetically, learners of English as a second language find it difficult to pronounce certain English words because the sounds / in them, that etc. ; and(/ in thin, this and/(are absent from their native languages. Examples are dental sounds / also palate alveolar fricative sound /ȝ/ in measure, pleasure etc. Syntactically, the students employ plurality to honour elders 

2.5 PROBLEM OF SHORTAGE OF SPECIALIST TEACHERS IN ENGLISH

 Another problem which English learners encounter is staff shortage. Shu‘ara (2010:18) explained that there are academic staff shortages across board particularly in the critical areas of science and technology; Over 60% of the academic staff in the Nigerian University System is in the category of Lecturer I and below. These shortages are compounded by inter- and intra-sectoral brain drain. It furthers revealed that Colleges of Education has staff shortfall of 56.9%, Poly/Monotechnics 56.9% and Universities 39.1%.These have implications on the quality of teaching and learning especially at tertiary level. In my opinion, there should be one lecturer to between 20 and 50 students; however, what obtains in our higher institutions is the opposite. Most of the lecture halls where General courses are taught are usually overpopulated and since listening which is the first foundational skill cannot be done in a noisy and rowdy environment, learning is hampered. Moreover, facilitators easily lose control of the class except in situations where colleagues assist in class control.

2.6 INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING LEARNER’S PERFORMANCE IN ENGLISH
 LANGUAGE

Moughamian et al., (2009) discussed instructional methodologies that have demonstrated effectiveness in helping English Language Learners (ELLs) build second language regardless of the model (bilingual or English only). They developed three strategies primarily for use in English Language classes alone and two primarily for use in dual language and transitional classes. The strategies are Cognitive Academic Language Learning Approach (CALLA), Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) and Special Design Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE). CALLA was designed to improve academic achievement for post-primary level English Language learners. The SIOP method draws on and builds upon traditional sheltered instructional strategies, which encourages teachers to speak more slowly, enunciate clearly, use visuals, and scaffold instruction among others. The SDAIE strategies give ELLS access to the core curriculum while promoting English Language development and the strategies and emphasize the use of manipulative, visuals, and graphic organizers, with plentiful opportunities for peer interaction. 

2.7 RESOURCES IN TEACHING/LEARNING PROCESS

It is a truism that learning is essentially a social process and teaching is only an instrument of learning. It therefore becomes necessary that a teacher should use all types of machinery in guiding students’ learning and these machineries that can be used in guiding learning are called instructional or teaching materials/aids NERDC (2009). Teaching/ instructional materials/ aids come under resources for teaching and learning. Teaching/ learning resources are many and varied covering a range of objects, facilities, processes, locations, and human, from which teachers/ learners can obtain information to meet their teaching/ learning needs. For a biology teacher, these resources are indispensible tools in his/her hands for the achievement of the objectives of teaching. For Nzewi and Nwosu (2009), resources in teaching process include anything or anybody to which or whom a teacher or a learner can turn for information or help. Thus, you have teaching and teaching resources .e.g. teachers, doctors, nurses, material resources .e.g. chalkboard/whiteboard, textbooks, magazines, books .e.g. reference materials, textbooks, magazines, non- printed materials .e.g. Pictures, drawings, community resources .e.g. farms, hospitals. These resources are indispensible to good science (Biology), teaching and learning (NERDC, 2009). Teaching materials or aids are those equipment and materials that a teacher uses to illustrate, emphasize, and explain a lesson in order to make it clearer to the students. These materials and equipment include simple familiar objects that can be locally obtained (Nzewi and Nwosu, 2009). Ahmed (2007) opined that teaching materials are also referred to as instructional materials or teaching aids. It should be noted that instructional materials or teaching aids are not and cannot be supplanted for the teaching process itself. However, the value or importance of teaching materials/ resources cannot be over emphasized. For Nzewi and Nwosu (2009) the importance of resources for teaching and learning processes is to provide the teacher with the means of expanding the horizon of experience of students, thereby seeking to have a counterpart of firsthand experience. Teaching resources help to provide materials and opportunity for experiment. This ensures students participation in the lesson, which promotes effective learning (Nzewi and Nwosu, 2009). The new science curriculum used in Nigerian schools is activity- based and emphasizes the acquisition of productive skills for life- long learning. These require creativity on the part of the teacher in sourcing for and using appropriate instructional resources for teaching and learning (NPE, 2004). There are factors or challenges militating against the process of sourcing for and using appropriate instructional resources for teaching and learning (NERDC, 2009). 

2.8 FACTORS INFLUENCING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

In contemporary Nigeria, great emphasis is being placed on science and technological development and also on achievement in examination in the sciences. As a result students are being encouraged to take up science related subjects. One subject that is paramount is biology. Today Biology as a subject, pervades literally every field of human endeavour in relation to medicine, pharmacy, agriculture, etc., and places a fundamental role in educational advancement. Unfortunately achievement of students in biology at the end of secondary school has not improved in the past decade (Umoingang, 1999). However, the interest of students in Biology have been related to the volume of work completed, students’ task orientation and skill acquisition, students personality and self-concept, feeling of inadequacy, motivation, self-confidence, anxiety, shortage of qualified teachers (Aiken, 2006), poor facilities, equipment and instructional materials for effective teaching (Odogwu, 2004), use of traditional chalkboard and talk methods (Edwards & Knight, 2004), large students to teacher ratio (Williams, 2004), over loaded curriculum (Okebukola, 2002), poor delivery of content, etc. Research results (Ajagu, 2006) have shown that biology teachers continue to teach using the lecture method despite the recommended guided discovery/ inquiry methods. The inability of biology teachers to apply guided inquiry/ discovery approach and other modern methods of science teaching , might be hinged on some problems which include, lack of laboratories, equipped with facilities in schools, large class size, lack of qualified teachers, and incompetency arising from the training of science teachers In an effort to improve students’ cognition and affective outcomes in biology and /or school achievement, educational psychologists and science educators have continued to search for variables (personal and environmental) that could be manipulated in favor of academic gains. Of all the personal variables that have attracted researchers in this area of educational achievement, motivation to improvise instructional materials by students seems to be gaining more popularity and leading other variables (Tella, 2003). This study therefore, will help to know if students’ improvised instructional material will improve on students’ achievement in English language 

2.9 STUDENTS’ PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEM

A very important challenge confronting learners of English as a second language is students’ fearful attitude towards the use and usage of English especially in the presence of a competent user. Achebein Danladi (2013) says it was humiliating to have to speak to ones countryman in a foreign language, especially in the presence of the proud owners of that Language. They would naturally assume that ‚one had no language of one‘s own‘‘(...Chinua Achebe, Things falls apart‘‘ pp. 214).Speaking English requires a measure of confidence and readiness, however if a speaker feels inadequate to speak it, it may lead to incoherence and incorrect expressions

Lack of basic and necessary equipment Lack of basic facilities and equipment is a challenge that hinders effective teaching and learning of English Language. Most schools and colleges in Nigeria lack essential equipment which could have strengthen learners‘skills. Most schools do not have language laboratory and well equipped libraries. According to Oluwole (2014:123-124) other challenges confronting the teaching and learning of grammar in Nigeria are:

Language transfer (Interlingua).Language transfer according to him gives rise to interlingua errors which are based on the interference theory. The transfer of learner‘s first language patterns into those of the second language constitutes one of the bases for interlingua interference. When this transfer has a negative effect on the second language, then there will be problems.

Intralingual Errors in this category reflect general characteristics of rules of learning. E.g. Over generalization or faulty application of rules, thereby producing incorrect forms of analogy. Learners make inductive generalizations about the target language system based on the data to which they are exposed. As a result of the restriction based on the data, learners who are ignorant of the exceptions to certain rules of grammar generalize and produce incorrect forms by analogy. This makes learners to commit plural error, tense error, error related to abstract noun et

Faulty instructional materials and instructional techniques Some problems such as the aforementioned arise mainly from faulty instructional materials and the pedagogical shortcomings of the teacher.

The inconsistency in the orthography of English Spelling has been identified as a problem related to the nature of English. This is a problem area to both speakers of English as a second language and the native speakers of English. 

2.10 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FIRST LANGUAGE AND THE SECOND LANGUAGE

Language is a unique characteristic of human beings. It is the vehicle of thought. Many linguists may think of language only as a combination of words and phrases and sentences based on a set of grammatical rules there are many different languages are spoken in the world. The different languages are used all over the world. There are many varieties within the language. Cambridge International Dictionary of English (1995) defines the term” Language” as: A system of communication consisting of small and set of rules which decide the ways in which these parts can be combined to produce messages that have meaning. Sapir described, “Language is a purely human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions, and desires by means of a system of voluntarily produced symbols”. According to Parel (2008), the first language is defined it is the language that an individual has acquired when he was child as a part of natural process of acquiring language without any formal training. It is referred as mother tongue (L1). The term second language can be defined as when a child learns a language systematically or he is given particular training for it is called second language. It is referred as (L2) 

2.11 TEACHER DEVELOPMENT AND QUALITY ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION

The teacher is the most important element in any educational programme. It is the teacher who is mainly responsible for implementation of the educational process at any stage. No amount of investment in education can improve quality of education unless there are well qualified English teachers to impart quality language education. In order to target quality education, the teacher should have quality training and expertise. It is expected that most trained and professional teachers should have the following traits in order to be effective and efficient. Despite the availability of resources and increased emphasis on the use of technology, many teachers, whether pre service: Doering, A., Hughes, J. E., & Huffman, D. (2003), Zhao, Y., Pugh, K., & Sheldon, S. (2002), or experienced, currently feel ill prepared to use technological tools and resources for teaching of contents. The factors may be contributing to pre service, novice, and veteran teachers’ struggles with integrating technology into their teaching in innovative and effective ways. First, school leaders call for technology integration without actually defining their vision for integration (Perry & Aregaldo, 2001). Teacher factor is the most important of all in the educational setting. It is the teacher’s responsibility to afresh his knowledge update his potential and equip himself with the advancement of the society and use of technology in general and educational environment in particular (Khan: 2005, p.197). There are many ways in which the teachers can develop themselves in their respective fields. In this connection, the teachers should be directly involved in defining priorities about what are their real problems and able to select appropriate solutions (Tobin,1988, Hewson and Hewson,1988). CPD (Continuous professional development is one of those means that has been suggested by almost all the modern pedagogues in this situation when the world has become a global village, and the education of all types can be pursued from anywhere and anyway.

2.12 CHALLENGES IN THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF ENGLISH

Learners’ errors and deviant forms in the use of English are a major challenge in the teaching and learning of English in Nigerian Secondary Schools. However, Kisparsky (1972) Akinbode (2006) have classified errors in second language learning into two. They are global and local. According to him, the former impairs the intelligibility of a message, while the latter does not significantly affect the reception of the intended message. The major challenges confronting the teaching and learning of English in Nigeria secondary schools are highlighted below:

 1. Language transfer (Interlingual)

 2. Faulty application of rules (Intralingual)

 3. Faulty instructional materials and techniques

 4. The inconsistency in the orthography of English

Language Transfer

 Language transfer gives rise to interlingual errors which are based on the interference theory. The transfer of learner’s first language patterns into those of the second language constitutes one of the bases for interlingual interference. When this transfer has a negative effect on the second language, then the problems result. First language interference is often exaggerated and made a scapegoat of second language errors. An error analysis carried out by Oniemayin (1985) revealed that about forty-five percent of errors made by Nigerian Secondary School Students are as a result of first language interference. Lado (1985) in his contribution to first language interference says: We know from observation of many cases that the grammatical structures of the native language tend to be transferred to the foreign language… these structures that are different will be difficult. The view of Lado is shared by Rivers (1988) who views the first language phenomenon as one of the major sources of learning difficulty to a second language learner. He further states that the major difficulties for the second language learners are due to be found at those points where the foreign language differs most radically from the native language. First language interference is manifested at the levels of phonology, lexis, syntax and semantics. Evidences of first language interference are most prominent at the phonological level. This makes it possible to situate the ethnic background of some Nigerian users of English by the way they speak and write English. These variations are due to the following factors. 

The stress pattern 

 Absence of some English vowels and consonants in the Nigerian languages.

 The source of exposure to English

Intralingual 

Errors in this category reflect general characteristics of rules of learning e.g. over-generalisation or faulty application of rules, thereby producing incorrect forms of analogy. Learners make inductive generalizations about the target language system based on the data to which they are exposed. As a result of the restriction based on the data, learners who are ignorant of the exceptions to certain rules of grammar generalize and produce incorrect forms by analogy. The inability of learners to apply the exceptions to rules leads to errors in the formation of plural and the past tense patterns. The general rule of adding the morpheme to form plural words is applied. For example, it is appropriate to add an “s” to the word “cat” but inappropriate for a word like “lorry”. The plural form has to be ‘lorries’ as a result of a specified exception to the rule. The tendency to add the morpheme to any word in the past tense often leads to some wrong forms. By this overgeneralization, the past tense of ‘keep’ becomes ‘keep’ while that of ‘broadcast’ becomes ‘broadcasted’ instead of ‘kept’ and ‘broadcast’ respectively. 

2.13 IMPLICATIONS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING AND LEARNING

The significance and causes of problems discussed so far have serious implication for teaching and learning English language (grammar in particular). Errors impair the intelligibility of both the spoken and written forms of English, hence the need to eliminate or at least minimize its occurrence. For effective communication therefore, the two practical criteria of intelligibility and acceptability must be met. The language teacher has a herculean task ahead of him in the attainment of effective communication. He must, for a start, be proficient in the target language; he must possess apt content and pedagogical skills if effective teaching is desired. Growing out of the first language phenomenon is the assumption that is not common for a second language user to attain equal mastery with native speakers. All the same, learners’ errors could be minimized if they are exposed to the target language early enough. The treatment of phonological errors should be carried out with all seriousness. The aural-oral skills which are often poorly taught due to paucity of resources both material (language laboratory, tapes and other audio aids for listening and production skills) and Human (qualified and professionally competent phoneticians) must be given due consideration. The misapplication of rules of the target language, which often leads to intra-lingual errors, can be minimized if such rules are positively presented to learners. It is relevant to say that even the rules are explicit; learners’ effective mastery of the linguistic generalizations is largely dependent on their practical application of rules in the construction of utterances, rather than their conscious understanding of the rule in question. Such rules should therefore be carefully presented and followed up with constant practice and reinforcement. Teachers’ application of faulty teaching materials and techniques can be remedied by teachers and language curriculum developers. The latter should be charged with the development of meaningful and graded items which are suitable to second language learning. The ability of the teachers to make appropriate selection is of paramount importance. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research design
The researcher used descriptive research survey design in building up this project work the choice of this research design was considered appropriate because of its advantages of identifying attributes of a large population from a group of individuals. The design was suitable for the study as the study sought to strategies for improving low academic performances in English language in secondary school

Sources of data collection 

Data were collected from two main sources namely:

(i)Primary source and 


(ii)Secondary source 

Primary source:

These are materials of statistical investigation which were collected by the research for a particular purpose. They can be obtained through a survey, observation questionnaire or as experiment; the researcher has adopted the questionnaire method for this study.

Secondary source:

These are data from textbook Journal handset etc. they arise as byproducts of the same other purposes. Example administration, various other unpublished works and write ups were also used. 

Population of the study 

Population of a study is a group of persons or aggregate items, things the researcher is interested in getting information on an evaluation of methods used for improving low academic achievement in english language in secondary school. 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Osogbo local government of Osun state was selected randomly by the researcher as the population of the study.
Sample and sampling procedure

Sample is the set people or items which constitute part of a given population sampling. Due to large size of the target population, the researcher used the Taro Yamani formula to arrive at the sample population of the study.

n= N

    1+N (e) 2

n= 200

1+200(0.05)2
= 200

1+200(0.0025) 

= 200               200

1+0.5      =      1.5       = 133.
3.5
Instrument for data collection 

The major research instrument used is the questionnaires. This was appropriately moderated. The secretaries were administered with the questionnaires to complete, with or without disclosing their identities. The questionnaire was designed to obtain sufficient and relevant information from the respondents. The primary data contained information extracted from the questionnaires in which the respondents were required to give specific answer to a question by ticking in front of an appropriate answer and administered the same on staff of the two organizations: The questionnaires contained structured questions which were divided into sections A and B.

 Validation of the research instrument

The questionnaire used as the research instrument was subjected to face its validation. This research instrument (questionnaire) adopted was adequately checked and validated by the supervisor his contributions and corrections were included into the final draft of the research instrument used.

 Method of data analysis

The data collected was not an end in itself but it served as a means to an end. The end being the use of the required data to understand the various situations it is with a view to making valuable recommendations and contributions. To this end, the data collected has to be analysis for any meaningful interpretation to come out with some results. It is for this reason that the following methods were adopted in the research project for the analysis of the data collected. For a comprehensive analysis of data collected, emphasis was laid on the use of absolute numbers frequencies of responses and percentages. Answers to the research questions were provided through the comparison of the percentage of workers response to each statement in the questionnaire related to any specified question being considered.
Frequency in this study refers to the arrangement of responses in order of magnitude or occurrence while percentage refers to the arrangements of the responses in order of their proportion. The simple percentage method is believed to be straight forward easy to interpret and understand method.

The researcher therefore chooses the simple percentage as the method to use.

The formula for percentage is shown as. 
% = f/N x 100/1 

Where f = frequency of respondents response 

N = Total Number of response of the sample 

100 = Consistency in the percentage of respondents for each item 

Contained in questions
CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION ANALYSIS INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

4.1 Introduction

Efforts will be made at this stage to present, analyze and interpret the data collected during the field survey.  This presentation will be based on the responses from the completed questionnaires. The result of this exercise will be summarized in tabular forms for easy references and analysis. It will also show answers to questions relating to the research questions for this research study. The researcher employed simple percentage in the analysis. 

DATA ANALYSIS 

The data collected from the respondents were analyzed in tabular form with simple percentage for easy understanding. 

A total of 133(one hundred and thirty three) questionnaires were distributed and 133 questionnaires were returned.

Question 1

Gender distribution of the respondents.

TABLE I
	Gender distribution of the respondents

	Response
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Male
	77
	57.9
	57.9
	57.9

	
	Female
	56
	42.1
	42.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	133
	100.0
	100.0
	


From the above table it shows that 57.9% of the respondents were male while 42.1% of the respondents were female. 

Question 2

The positions held by respondents

TABLE II

	The positions held by respondents

	Response
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Principals 
	37
	27.8
	27.8
	27.8

	
	Vice principals adm
	50
	37.6
	37.6
	65.4

	
	Senior staff
	23
	17.3
	17.3
	82.7

	
	Junior staff 
	23
	17.3
	17.3
	100.0

	
	Total
	133
	100.0
	100.0
	


 The above tables shown that 37 respondents which represents27.8% of the respondents are principals 50 respondents which represents 37.6 % are vice principals administration 23 respondents which represents 17.3% of the respondents are senior staff, while 23 respondents which represent 17.3% of the respondents are junior staff

TEST OF HYPOTHESES

 there are no types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language 
 Table III

	there are no types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language 

	Response 
	Observed N
	Expected N
	Residual

	Agreed
	40
	33.3
	6.8

	strongly agreed
	50
	33.3
	16.8

	Disagreed
	26
	33.3
	-7.3

	strongly disagreed
	17
	33.3
	-16.3

	Total
	133
	
	


	Test Statistics

	
	there are no types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language  

	Chi-Square
	19.331a

	Df
	3

	Asymp. Sig.
	.000

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 33.3.


Decision rule: 

There researcher therefore reject the null hypothesis there are no types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language  as the calculated value of 19.331 is greater than the critical value of 7.82  
Therefore the alternate hypothesis is accepted there are types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language  

TEST OF HYPOTHESIS TWO

There are no methods of teaching used in teaching English language.
Table V

	there are no methods of teaching used in teaching English language.

	Response 
	Observed N
	Expected N
	Residual

	Yes
	73
	44.3
	28.7

	No
	33
	44.3
	-11.3

	Undecided
	27
	44.3
	-17.3

	Total
	133
	
	


	Test Statistics

	
	there are no methods of teaching used in teaching English language.

 

	Chi-Square
	28.211a

	Df
	2

	Asymp. Sig.
	 .000

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 44.3.


Decision rule: 

There researcher therefore reject the null hypothesis that state there are no methods of teaching used in teaching English language as the calculated value of 28.211 is greater than the critical value of 5.99 
Therefore the alternate hypothesis is accepted that state there are methods of teaching used in teaching English language.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Introduction

It is important to ascertain that the objective of this study was to ascertain methods used for improving low academic achievement in english language in secondary schoolIn the preceding chapter, the relevant data collected for this study were presented, critically analyzed and appropriate interpretation given. In this chapter, certain recommendations made which in the opinion of the researcher will be of benefits in addressing the challenges of strategies for improving low academic performances in English language in secondary school  
Summary

This study was on strategies for improving low academic performances in English language in secondary school.  Four objectives were raised which included: To find out the types of facilities available in the secondary schools for teaching English language, to identify the methods of teaching used in teaching English language, to identify the extent to which teachers are motivated to teach English language, to identify strategies for improving the low academic performance of students in English language. In line with these objectives, two research hypotheses were formulated and two null hypotheses were posited. The total population for the study is 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Igbo Osogbo local government of Osun State. The researcher used questionnaires as the instrument for the data collection. Descriptive Survey research design was adopted for this study. A total of 133 respondents made up principals, vice principals administration, senior staff and junior staff were used for the study. The data collected were presented in tables and analyzed using simple percentages and frequencies 

 5.3 Conclusion

 Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions were made: That the causes of poor performance in English language among senior secondary school students in Lagos state include dominance of mother tongue, inadequate teachers of English language, inadequate facilities and instructional media/materials, teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media, negative attitude of students toward learning English language and improper use of methods of teaching by teachers. That provision and appropriate use of instructional media/materials, provision of qualified teachers of English language, use of proper methods of teaching, provision of language laboratory, listening to English language programmes and engaging students in debating activity can improve the performance of senior secondary school students in English language in Lagos state

Recommendation 

Qualified teachers of English language should always be employed to handle the course in all the senior secondary schools of Lagos state. Adequate instructional media/materials should provided where not available improvisation should be adopted by the English teachers of senior secondary schools of Lagos state. Proper supervision by both the administrations of the senior secondary schools of Lagos state ministry of education should be conducted to make sure teachers of English language are actually doing what they are expected to do.
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 QUESTIONNAIRE 

INSTRUCTION

Please tick or fill in where necessary as the case may be. 

Section A

 Gender of respondent

A 
male

{  }

B 
female
{  }

Age distribution of respondents

15-20 {  }

21-30  {  }

31-40   {  }

41-50  {  }

51 and above { }

Marital status of respondents? 

married [   ]

single [   ] 

divorce [  ]

Educational qualification off respondents

SSCE/OND  {  }

HND/BSC    {  }

PGD/MSC    {  } 

PHD            {  }

Others……………………………….

How long have you been in secondary school? 

0-2 years   {  }

3-5 years   {  }

6-11 years  {  }

11 years and above……….

Position held by the respondent in secondary school

Principal 

{  }

Vice principal administration  

{  }

Senior staff 

{  }

Junior staff


{  }

How long have you been working in secondary school

0-2 years   {  }

3-5 years   {  }

6-11 years  {  }

11 years and above……….

SECTION B

Education is the key to success?

Agrees


{  }

Strongly agreed

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed
{  }

Instructural materials aid English language teaching? 

(a) Agrees



 {  }

(b) Strongly agreed

 {  }

(c) Disagreed               
 {  }

(d) Strongly disagreed

{  }

English language is our second language?

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

 English language is only taught in secondary school.

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

Nigeria government reform educational sector ?

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

There is no role of instructional materials in the teaching and learning of English

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

There is nothing like Instructural materials in secondary schools

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

There is no strategies to learn English language

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

 Instructural materials help to educate students in teaching of English language

Agreed 


{  }

Strongly agreed 

{  }

Disagreed 


{  }

Strongly disagreed 
{  }

