AN ASSESSMENT OF THE BROADCAST MEDIA IN THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST CHILD LABOUR AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN NIGERIA

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to assess the broadcast media in the campaign against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria using 4 selected broadcasting media stations in Lagos State as a case study. Specifically, the study was aimed at examining if the broadcasting media has been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria, examine the extent broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria, examine if the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media has created awareness of the situation among citizens. The study employed the survey descriptive research design. A total of 141 responses were validated from the survey. The study adopted the Social Responsibility Theory and Agenda Setting Theory. From the responses obtained and analysed, the findings revealed that the broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a high extent. The study therefore recommend that the media should also undertake more investigate reporting in order to unearth all the hidden issues that could assist in apprehending and punishing those behind this child trafficking. The security agents should also be more alive to their duties of protecting lives and property. Anybody found guilty of child trafficking should be made to face the full wrath of the law to serve as deterrent to others. More so, governments should invest in education and provide alternative economic opportunities for children. This will greatly reduce the number of those that will be available for trafficking. Countries should be encouraged to take action against this crime at the national level first, supported by international bodies. There should be severe penalty for traffickers at home and at the destination countries. Basic rights of the victims of trafficking must be respected bearing in mind their special needs and predicament. The press should raise awareness about migration related risks and monitoring migration trends within and between countries
CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
          Trafficking in person especially children as well as child labour constitute some of the cruel deviations from the concept of societal upbringing of a child. The severe exploitations, abuses and deprivations meted out on these children under trafficking in persons and forced labour conditions have proved inimical to their development and by extension that of the society. A continuation of such abuses and exploitations would seriously undermine the developmental capacity of children, thereby mortgaging the future of the entire nation.
            Nigeria, like most other countries of the world, is faced with myriad social problems and crimes. The rate of violent crimes against the human person is alarming  Nigeria, especially in this digital age. Child labour and human trafficking are among the most heinous crimes against the human person (Abubakar, 2001). The menace of child labour and human trafficking has crept deep into the fabrics of most riverine areas, especially in the South-South Geo-political Zone of Nigeria. This heinous act is, however, not insurmountable. One of the means of fighting child labour and human trafficking is the use of the broadcast media as well as the statutory agency established specifically for this purpose (Abubakar, 2001).
            The National Agency for the Prohibition of trafficking in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP) is the public organisation vested with the responsibility of addressing issues of human trafficking and child abuse in Nigeria.
            According Adebayo (2001,p.67) opines that most of the needs of the children are those that enhance their growth and development from infancy to adulthood. At this stage of the child development, the most important issue is the provision of amenities and enabling socio-cultural –environment suitable for the sustained enhancement of the mental, physical, social health of the child and ultimately society. The seed of reproduction that the Almighty God put inside man ensures the continued existence of the human specie throughout history and will continue till the end of time.
            This in humanity of man to young persons has an age long history. In the last twelve years the crime has greatly increased as people are moss-led by deceit or forced to summit to servitude for economic purposes due to dissemination. This act is perpetrated both internally and externally, Nigeria happens to be one of the destination points for human trafficking as the “crime harming a child physically, sexually and emotionally” (Maduewesin, 2002). Uchem (2008,p.3) argues that there are no statistical records on how the media have churned out news on this menace. In the recent times, studies have shown that human trafficking basically for house helps service is a global issue. Also Lutz (2002,p.24)  affirms that house help in different places were largely young, single girls of age 14 years and above.
            Child trafficking in Nigeria has flourished despite constitutional provisions outlawing slavery and forced labour in section 34(1) of 1999 constitution which stated that every individual is entitled to respect for the dignity of his person and accordingly-(a) no person shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment; (b) no person shall be held in slavery or servitude; and (c) no person shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour. Sections 223-225 of the criminal code, applicable in southern Nigeria, provide for sanctions against whoever trades in prostitution and facilitates the transport of human being within or outside Nigeria for commercial purposes. Likewise articles 278-280 of the penal code, operative in the northern states forbid and punish the buying and selling of minors for immoral purpose, buying or disposing of slaves and unlawful compulsory labour. In 1998, the constitutional right project raised the alarm on what they called child trafficking and slavery in Nigeria.. Adebayo (2001,p.188) states that it is rather unfortunate that poverty and selfishness in many homes have corrupted the African culture of fostering as it has been criminally exploited by traffickers to subject innocent children of school age to forced labour at homes, factories, plantation, offices and streets.
            Nkwocha (2009,p.143) maintains that the press uses mass media which are the channels that professional communicators use in disseminating messages widely, rapidly add continuously to arouse the traffickers the dangers in trafficking vulnerable especially children, they are the channels through which mass, but diversified populations are reached simultaneously. The broadcast media, especially television and radio are powerful tools for opinion, moulding, agenda setting, public debate, integration, and etcetera. According to Okunna (2002,p.273), it yields a lot of power. It has the responsibility to prepare it viewers for social change. Thus the broadcast media plays an increasingly valuable role in explaining, interpreting and commenting upon event in the society.
            Nevertheless, the broadcast media’s role in creating awareness in human trafficking and child labour by churning out programmes in a dramatized way, extensive reportage on human trafficking and child abuse through films, dramas and programmes on the broadcast media is a worthwhile venture. The broadcast media campaign coverage on information few people directly experience and unraveling happenings that relates to this scourge. Therefore it is believed that the Nigerian media can through their campaign bring about a social change in human trafficking and child labour in Nigeria.
1.2
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
    I beat every sound minded Nigerians imagination why such act like human trafficking  that is akin to slavery should continue after more than 200 years since slavery was stopped all over the world. Unfortunately, Nigeria has been indicted as a transit point irrespective of efforts of the media, government and non-governmental bodies towards finding a lasting solution to the change. The exploitive and slave like conditions meted out on children under the age of seventeen is better described as cruelty to the Nigeria society. This indecent and ungodly act-should not strive. Annually, thousands of children are reportedly smuggled across borders and sold as a mere commodities. As a result of this ugly trend, their survival and development are incessantly threatened, their right to life, jeopardised. However, as children constitute untapped resources to every nation, the incessant nature of neglect, abuse and torture meted out on them in form of trafficking requires an empirical examination. The problem necessitating this study is therefore: What is role of the broadcast media in campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria.
1.3
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

Research objectives are just as useful as they are in most other aspects of life. “Research objectives provide the researcher a wonderful feeling of aim and direction,” according to Torty (2021). The study's overall purpose is to assess the broadcast media in the campaign against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria. 


The study, on the other hand, was focused on achieving these precise goals:
Examine if the broadcasting media has been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria.

Examine the extent broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria.

Examine if the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media has created awareness of the situation among citizens.

1.4
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Research questions provide structure and direction to a study in scientific inquiry. As a result, according to Torty (2021), "research questions should truly constitute an enlargement of the research problem." 


The following research questions were posed in accordance with the study's objectives:
Has broadcasting media been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria?

To what extent has broadcasting media helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria?

Has the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media created awareness of the situation among citizens?
1.5
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

An hypothesis refers to an experimental statement, tentative in nature, showing the relationship between two or more variables. It is open to test and can be accepted or rejected depending on whether it agrees or disagrees with the statistical test.

The study will test the validity of the following hypothesis:
H0: Broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a low extent. 
H1: Broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a high extent.
1.6
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The study tends to provide information on child trafficking and labour in the country. Also the need to address the Nigerian mass media encumbrances in their bid to fight the menace.

The research will be of immense help to guardians, parents, and children the nation and the entire world. The causes and measures to tackle these mysterious vices will be treated. 


The study will help people understand how ungodly the menace is and the bad image it has created to Nigerians especially at times like this when the country is leading a crusade on re-branding the image of the nation. 

The work among other things will go a long way in protecting the destinies of our children and the research shall serve as a referential material to other researcher who would like to embark on similar research work in due course. 

1.7
SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study focuses on examining if the broadcasting media has been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria. This study will also examine the extent broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria. This study will further examine if the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media has created awareness of the situation among citizens. This study shall be delimited to residents of Lagos State and 4 selected broadcasting media stations in the state.
1.8
DEFINITION OF TERMS

Mass Media: Sources of information and news such as newspaper, magazine, radio, television, internet, films that reach and influence the attitude and opinions of large people.

Child Trafficking: The illegal sending away of children to foreign countries and within the country. Child abuse: It is a crime that harms a child in a physical, sexual or emotional way.

Campaign: A series of activities that is well articulated planned and organized to achieve or accomplish a particular goal.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in three sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework

Theoretical Framework, and 
Empirical Review

2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

CHILD LABOUR

The word child labour is any form of physical, psychological, social, emotional and sexual maltreatment of a child whereby the survival, safety, self-esteem, growth and development of the child are endangered.Herrenkohl,(2005) and Psachropoulo, (2007) view child labour as a disinvestment of social and human capital, a compromising of the development of the individual, and a hindering of the development of skills, abilities, and knowledge necessary to make significant contribution to society, Convention on the rights of the child CRC, (2002) described child labour as paid and unpaid work that occurs in any sector, including domestic, and agricultural sectors, that are harmful to children’s mental, physical, social or moral development of the child in the modern society; any work that deprives children opportunity to attend school, obliges them to leave school permanently or requires them to attempt to combine school attendance with excessively long and heavy work is categorized as child labour. The Article I of the United Nations convention on the Rights of the child, defines a child as any one below the age of 18. Child labour does not only exist in the impoverished areas of developing countries, but also flourish in other developed nations. Though, it is a complex problem in developing countries. Child labour remains a major source of concern in Nigeria, in spite of legislative measure taken by the government at various levels. In 1998, a report from the International Labour Organization (ILO) estimated that 24.6% of children between the ages 10-14 in Nigeria were working (World Development Indicator 2000). Earlier before that time in 1994, the United Nations children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) reported that approximately 24 percent (12 million) of all children under the age of 15 worked (UNICEF, 2005). It is a ridiculous sight in most big cities, as well as rural villages today to see children of school age, trading food on the street, herding animals, tanning and drying raw leather product, fetching water for commercial purpose, washing dishes at restaurants, serving as domestic hands, selling wares at kiosks, collecting fire wood for business, harvesting crops in family farm or commercial plantation amongst other activities (Thomberry 2013), agreement with the labour abuse (child labour) trend, the International Labour Organization (2002) in it other report issued, states that the global figure of child labourers was put at appropriately 250 million. The report adds that the ages of the children range between 4-14 years with 120 million of them working full time. According to Robinson (2009) the phenomenon of child labour is arguably the tallest challenges that impacts directly on school enrolment, attendance, academic performance, completion 

rates as well as health rest, leisure and the general psychological disposition of children. As stated earlier, child labour takes various forms such as street trading, gardening, child caring, handicrafts, house chores, prostitutions and trafficking etc., there all have implication on the learners level of commitment. Obinaju, (2005) tried specifically to look at child work in a more detailed way, in the perspective of culture. To the author, child labour covers tasks and activities that are undertaken by children to assist their parents or guardians. In particular, such jobs as cooking, washing dishes, planting, harvesting crops, fetching water and firewood, herding cattle, and babysitting. In this case child labour simply aims at tasks and activities which are geared towards the socialization process, if education must be wholesome. However, the International Labour Organization (ILO), in it condemnation, said, child labour is as stipulated hereunder: children prematurely leading adult lives, normally working long hours for low wages under conditions damaging to their health and to their physical and mental development, sometimes separated from their families, frequently deprived of meaningful educational training opportunities that could open for them a better future. International LabourOrganizationd (2001), in a study entitled” focusing on the worst forms of child labour in Tanzanian says child labour refers to work carried out to the detriment and endangerment of the child, mentally, physically, socially and morally. Child labour is generally interpreted as “all cases in which children are exposed to harm at work whether or not children are less than 14 years old or less” (UNICEF, 2005). The meanings and implications of child labour have been highly dependent on it social, cultural and economic context as well as missions, strategies, and objectives of each organization. Two of the major international organizations traditionally working on behalf of child labour issues, the International Labour Organization (ILO) and United Nations Education and Scientific Organization (UNESCO) had utilized quite different child labour concepts and categorization until at least the early 1990s. Trade unions and ILO often used “child labour” and child laborer” instead of “working children” implying that children should be kept away from the labour force at least until they reach a minimum working age on the basis of the fact that this organizations historically tended to protect and secure adult labour market. Scanlon, (2002) conversely, referred to “child labour” according to articles 32 of the conventions on the rights of the child, in which child labour includes any economic activities impeding or hindering the child’s full development or education. UNICEF described child labour as work that violates children’s human rights (Post, 2001). The international labour organization categorized child labour as follows. i Agricultural labourers. ii Domestic labourers. iii Street laboureres and iv Factory labourers with wages. Golden and Prather (2009) claim that “child labour” is exploitative, as the latter potentially impairs the health and development of the children. By contrast, James and James (2008) although agencies such as ILO, and UNICEF working on child labour issues originally had different concepts on child labour, following the establishment of the worst form of labour convention 182 in 1999 as well as inter-agency research cooperation such as understanding children’s work in 2000, a growing consensus has emerged that child labour refers to unacceptable forms of child work. According to UNICEF (2005) the current official definitions of child labour involves as follows: 

Child work or children’s work is a general term covering the entire spectrum of work and related tasks performed by children

Child labour refers to the subset of children’s work that is injurious to children and that should be targeted for elimination. 

 Hazardous work refers to physical, psychological or sexual abuse. 4. (unconditional) worst form of child labour includes “children of any age below 18 who are involved in forms of slavery and force labour, including forced recruitment for use in armed conflicts, commercial sexual exploitation (prostitution or pornography), illicit activities (particularly the production or trafficking of drugs) and hazardous work that jeopardizes their lives, health or moral”. On the other hand, the international labour organization’s official defines child labour in the following categories.

 1. In ages 5-11 = all children at work in economic activity. 

2. In ages 12-14 = all children at work in economic activity minus those in light work. 

In ages 15-17 = all children in hazardous work and other worst forms of child labour International Labour Education and International Programme for the Elimination of Child Abuse (ILO, IPEC, 2002). The South Asian Coalition on child servitude, (SACCS, 2003) in its perspectives defined “labour as a set up where an employee (labour) sells his or her labour to an employer with certain work related conditions, such as wages, amenities bargaining power, rights and legal safe-guards. It implies that not all work performed by children can be termed child labour. In some studies like Aderinto, (2000) children labourer are regarded as “street children” or “children of the street” who run away from parental or guardian abused, leaving them to eke out a living on other. This name “street children paralyzed them from thinking ahead, thus rendering them educationally useless and hopeless. 

Teichman, (2000). States that most times they go through physical and health consequences such as respiratory problems, injuries accidents, physical and sexual abuse such as rape and molestation, malnourished, extortion of income, police harassment, and participation in harmful delinquent activities all inimical to educational successes. In other studies, by (Charles and Charles, 2004) child labourers face robbery, inadequate sleep due to fatigue and long hour job, and confinement in juvenile hondes. Most times they suffer from mental related sickness such as; stigmatization from the press and public, feelings of disheartenment, stress and irritability, personality disorders, and anti-social behaviour, and alienation and isolation from their family and these have significant negative effect upon the level of education, school attendance, academic performance, grade, 

MAIN CAUSES OF CHILD LABOR 

The effectiveness of the intervention policies and programs designed and implemented to deal with child labor increases if the policies and programs are based on adequate knowledge of the causes that drive children to enter the labor market. These causes of initiation and continuation of child labor are related to economic factors, as well as to social and cultural factors.

 Regarding the causes of child labor, Webbink, Smits, and de Jong (2011) propose a comprehensive model of different levels. For these authors, the causes of child labor can be (a) the resources related to family income, the job or the education of the parents, (b) the structural characteristics, such as the number of brothers or family members, the availability of educational resources, and the level of urbanization, and (c) the culture as it relates to the existing values and norms associated with child labor. 

For example, a work by Amar et al. (2008) on the quality of life and mental health of child laborers in Toluviejo (Colombia) noted that the entrenchment of child labor in the culture of the country is a way for the child to contribute to the family economy or a way for the child to learn vital habits for the future. In addition, the authors note that the reasons for the labor of minors reported by the adults differ according to the children’s age. Thus, for 15- to 17-year-old youth, labor entails an important contribution to their development and to the role that they will carry out in the future. For younger children, an allusion is made to economic issues related to the need for the child to contribute to the family income. A clear relationship exists between poverty levels or low income and the participation of children and teenagers in labor-related activities. Elevated poverty levels can force families to send their children to work, thereby preventing the children from investing in the human capital developed by their attending school (Jensen & Nielsen, 1997). 

The poor quality of the educational system (Ray, 2000; Murkjerhee and Das, 2008; Kim, 2011) and the low salaries and poor working conditions of the teachers (Kim, 2009) are also noted as other socioeconomic factors that can drive the family to force their children to work. 

Other aspects that are not strictly economic, such as the educational level of parents, the number of people that live in the home, the birth order of each child or the existence of polygamy (DANE, 2003; Canals-Cerda & Ridao-Cano, 2004; ArendsKuenning & Duryea, 2006; Emerson & Portela, 2008; ), also act as either causal or predisposing elements for incorporating children into the workforce. Moreover, Murkjerhee and Das (2008) note that among those parents with greater educational levels, there is a lower frequency of their children engaging in manual labor. This finding is probably due to their awareness of the negative effects of child labor on the child’s development. In this sense, Kim and Zepeda (2004), who investigated the factors related to children’s involvement on family farms in the United States, found that there are factors that affect youth in different ways at different points of the work cycle, that is, as they first begin working and at a certain point later in their work cycle. In the first case, the decision of the parents for their children to contribute to family work is influenced by the consideration that this will benefit the children in processes, such as social development, responsibility, strengthening of family bonds, and vital learning. However, the economic factors seem to have a greater influence on the level of involvement of the children. In fact, work decreases in intensity and duration when the economic conditions of the family improve (Lee, Jenkins, & Westaby, 1997). Pedraza and Ribero (2006) found that when the head of the family was the mother, the children and teenagers were exclusively dedicated to studying, unlike those cases in which the head of the family was the father. 

Pedraza and Ribero (2006) concluded that an exchange between the decision to working or study apparently exists among children. That is, there is a change, in varying degrees, among youth from the educational context to that of labor, as there can be cases where both activities are carried out simultaneously. This combination of working and attending school was significantly present among 12- to 17-year-old youth. However, this was not the case with the group of 7- to 11-year old who devoted their time to school attendance to a greater extent. 

 There are factors that also affect the intensity of child labor. For instance, Rosati and Rossi (2003) found that the number of family members in the home was negatively correlated to the number of hours the child worked. Nonetheless, Murkjerhee and Das (2008) found that in India, family size had an important effect on dropping out of school and on increasing the incidence of child labor. In this sense, it is possible that other factors in addition to the number of family members are associated with the participation of minors in labor. For instance, for Ravallion and Wodon (2000), the family divides the child’s between work and education according to the family’s regular level of consumption and expenditures, the child’s previous attendance to school and the time dedicated to leisure by the family. All in all, the decision to involve children in the workforce and the type and intensity of the child’s devotion to labor is made up of a conglomerate of interacting factors. These causal factors will even determine (acting as mediating variables) the impact that the labor will have on the psychosocial development of the child and his/her experience in the educational system. Next, we will describe several of these negative effects, paying special attention to the interaction between child labor and education.

History of Child Trafficking

Child trafficking which is a modern method of slavery has been with us from time immemorial. Thus from Roman times, children were sold, battered, mutilated, abandoned and maltreated at the pleasure of the father. Children were used as tools when necessary and at the pleasure of their parents and care takers. Nigeria has a similar history. Children were sold depending on what society or the parents felt about them. Ojomo (2000:18) explains further that Nigerians, traditionally, farmers are known for their trade and travel in west and Central Africa. This propensity for travel encouraged easy migration across the borders. For many Nigerians, especially those from the Southeast, the civil war (Nigeria – Biafra) of 1966 – 70, created conditions that made migration to neighbouring countries very attractive. In addition, the oil boom of the 1970s saw many other West African nationalities migrating into Nigeria. In northern Nigeria, close ties with the Arab world have seen people move freely to and from the Middle East for trade and religious pilgrimages. This has created avenues for migration that have begun to be exploited for International trafficking in children for labour and prostitution. However, it was the lack of appropriate legislation to punish offenders that constituted a major challenge in the fight against traffickers in the interim, the police and the court resorted to using portions of the country’s penal code. This was the situation until the anti – human trafficking law was enacted in 2003. The law is known as the trafficking in persons (prohibition) law enforcement and Administration Act. The Trafficking in persons (prohibition) law enforcement and administration Act created the National Agency for the prohibition of Trafficking in persons and other related matters (NAPTIP). This government agency has been in the forefront of the fight against human trafficking. In fact, Nigeria became the first country in Africa to enact such law and establish a special agency to complement it. By November 2005, the High Court in Benin in the south of the country, handed down the first conviction under this law. NAPTIP also investigated a number of law enforcement officials suspected of complicity in trafficking. In 2006, NAPTIP, Nigeria police and the Immigration service formed a compact coalition pact’ to fight human trafficking in addition to involving other Non-governmental organizations like the India renaissance and WOTCLEF. Memorandum, of Understanding (MOUs), according to Idowu (2003:119) was also signed with destination and transit countries like Britain, Italy, Republic of Benin and Spain. The agreement with Italy provided for a common legal platform under which law enforcement agents of both countries could fight human trafficking. The anti – trafficking law is quite comprehensive in its coverage of the various dimensions of human trafficking and stringent in its imposition of punishment. In 2004, Nigeria’s National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) reported that 46 percent of Nigerian victims of trans-national trafficking are children, with the majority of them being girls trafficked for commercial sexual exploitation. An increasing trend, reported on widely in the last year by the United Kingdom (U.K.) and the international press, is the trafficking of African boys and girls from Lagos to the United Kingdoms urban centres, including London, Birmingham and Manchester, for domestic servitude and forced labour in restaurants and shops. U.S. State Dept Trafficking in Persons Report, June, 2008 states that some of the victims are Nigerian, while others are trafficked from other African countries through Lagos. In times past, slavery and slave trade existed in various forms: people became slaves as war captives; criminals were punished with enslavement, and in some cases individuals in impoverished circumstances sold their relatives. However, in whatever form it took, it was quickly realized by most civilizations that the practice was the basest of crimes against humanity. One would have thought that, with the immense improvements in the understanding of human nature and the environment, any form of exploitation that looks like slavery would be abhorred automatically. Alas! This is not the case, as human beings are today, prized as commodities and exchanged for money like any other article in the market. The business of trafficking in humans is today organized loosely by groups that are also involved in weapons and narcotics, colluding with government officials in dozens of countries. There is very little doubt, that it is a lucrative business and may be one of the most difficult to combat. Its corrupting effects on governments and institutions are barely perceptible because they are a less visible than those caused by gunrunning and drug trafficking. Exploiting the poverty and the low status of children in the developing world, middlemen are able to bring together the supply and demand for cheap labour and sex in ways that would have simply been unthinkable not long ago. Evidently, globalization has not only stimulated the movement of capital, goods, and technology but also the movement of all categories of peoples from one end of the world to the other. This global development brought in its wake the loosening up of protective barriers and political boundaries which organized criminal gangs have capitalized on to perpetrate many heinous acts including child trafficking. Though the fact of human trafficking is not difficult to understand on its own, its dimensions and categorization continue to multiply by the day. Broadly conceptualized, human trafficking include forced and child prostitution, domestic servitude, illegal and bonded labour, servile marriage, false adoption, sex tourism and entertainment, pornography, organized begging, organ harvesting, and other criminal activities. Organ harvesting, sometimes referred to as organ laundering, involves the trafficking of humans for the purpose of selling their organs for money. This shows the very barbaric dimension of this crime. A Protocol on Trafficking, attached to the UN Convention against Organized Crime, signed by 80 countries and the European Union in December 2000, formally defined trafficking as a modern form of slavery and indentured servitude, linked to organized criminal activity, money laundering, corruption and the obstruction of justice. Another very successful way that traffickers have been using is advertising attractive jobs and modelling opportunities in the local newspapers for individuals under the age of eighteen year. The criminal nature of child trafficking and child prostitution makes any data and statistics on the cases of this illegal business inherently suspicious. There are no exact numbers of victims of child sexual exploitation within the state or across the border because there are no reliable ways of determining the victims. “The State Department website estimates that one to two million women and children are trafficked annually around the world” (IREX). The German Federal Department of Criminal Investigation estimates that 5% of the women trafficked from Eastern Europe are younger than eighteen. The reports that have been done on the issue of child trafficking and child prostitution are insignificant due to the lack of distinguishing between the ages of children, the gender of children, and between economic and sexual trafficking of persons. “It is far easier to estimate the number of sexually exploited children in a specific country, but even that is not without difficulties. In many cases, the lack of resources, both human and financial, means that sample sizes tend to be too small to provide accuracy” Since child trafficking is an issued of global concern, it is necessary to develop greater international cooperation with regard to mutual assistance in criminal matters. Trafficking of human beings for the purpose of sexual services is a form of “form of modernday slavery (Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe).” Any human being, especially children, that are forced, fraud, or coercion into involuntary sexual exploitation are denied the fundamental human rights ensured in number of international human rights documents, “namely, their rights to liberty and security of person, their right not to be held in slavery or servitude, and their right to be free from cruel or inhumane treatment (Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe).” There are 1.2 million child victims of human trafficking per year around the world, according to data given by the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). Children are used as an economic profit source by organized crime. Trafficking of minors is a prosperous business, which moves 40 billion dollars a year. For under age children alone, the profit reaches 23.5 million euros a year. "Children are easier to recruit, convince and move and therefore, due to the low costs, they generate an enormous economic profit." Under the leadership of Carol Ndaguba, its Executive Secretary, NAPTIP has successfully prosecuted 9 cases resulting in 11 convictions while 35 more cases are ongoing.

Child Trafficking In Nigeria

The trafficking of children for the purpose of domestic service, prostitution and other forms of exploitative labour is a widespread phenomenon in Nigeria. In view of the clandestine nature of trafficking, accurate and reliable figures are hard to get. Globally, child trafficking is one of the fastest growing organised crimes with an estimated 1.2 million victims per year, of which 32% are African. The National Child Labour Survey (2003) estimates that there are 15 million children engaged in child labour in Nigeria with 40% of them at the risk of being trafficked both internally and externally for domestic and forced labour, prostitution, entertainment, pornography, armed conflict, and sometimes ritual killings. According to Teriba (2001:154), Nigeria is a source, transit and destination country for child trafficking. Currently, external trafficking of children exists between Nigeria and Gabon, Cameroon, Niger, Italy, Spain, Benin Republic and Saudi Arabia. The National Agency for Prohibition of traffic in persons and other related materials (NAPTIP) and United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) Situation Assessment of child trafficking in Southern Nigerian State (2004) reported that 46% of repatriated victims of external trafficking in Nigeria are children, with a female to male ratio of 7:3. They are engaged mainly in prostitution (46%), domestic labour (21%), forced labour (15%) and entertainment (8%). Internal trafficking of children in Nigeria was also reported to be for the purpose of forced labour (32%), domestic labour (31%) and prostitution (30%). Boys are mostly trafficked from the south eastern states of Imo, Abia and Akwa-Ibom to Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Congo, while those from Kwara go to Togo and as far as Mali to work on plantations. Between October and December 2003, over 500 children from the Republic of Benin were rescued from granite quarries and repatriated back to their country of origin, through a joint effort of UNICEF in Nigeria and Benin. Similarly, Nigeria has recently seen an increased number of repatriation of trafficking victims from many foreign countries such as UK, Italy, Netherlands, USA, Belgium, Ireland, Saudi Arabia and South Africa. Private transit camps have been reported to exist in Akwa-Ibom, Cross Rivers and Ondo States where children are transported from the south eastern states and forced into hard labour and prostitution. Likewise, immigration and investigation reports from NAPTIP have shown increasing number of cases in the northern part of the country. Girls trafficked from Nigeria en route to Europe come mainly from Edo State, Delta, Imo and other States in the South. The victims of trafficking are mainly females between the ages of 9-18 years. The education levels of the trafficked vary with respect to the destination countries and the source region as well as the type of perceived jobs available. Trafficking of women and children is also found to be most commonly associated with prostitution. Pearson (2001:90) paints the picture thus: Victims of trafficking are often sold or placed in brothels and made to engage in the sex trade either willingly or against their will in order to recover the cost incurred in transporting them to the destination area. These traffickers exercise great control over the incomes of the trafficked. Kwankye (2000) made a startling revelation of the plight of a young prostitute and a victim of human trafficking who was alleged to owe her traffickers an amount of sixty-five thousand US dollars (US$ 65,000). This amount apparently represents her travel expenses from Nigeria to Europe via Ghana. She was therefore asked to make a weekly part payment to cover the travelling expenses. Notwithstanding the reproductive health risk that this young woman is exposed to in the face of the global threats of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, it also appears that this young girl is caught up in a perpetual bondage of dept servicing. Many of these young girls are abused or battered when they refuse to comply with the orders of their “lords” to undertake a particular type of job as prescribed by the traffickers. The travel documents of the trafficked are often taken away from them upon arrival at the destination thus, limiting their basic human right to freedom of movement. Trafficking of children in Nigeria by traffickers to be exploited for personal gain has internal and international manifestations. In internal trafficking, according to Effah (1996:121) children are procured to work as domestic and agricultural workers, while external trafficking provides girls for prostitution rackets in Europe and the Middle East. The Nigerian Immigration Service has identified Edo, Delta, Akwa Ibom, Ondo, Rivers, Ebonyi, Imo Enugu, Lagos and Kano as source states. While a number of Children have migrated to their preset location through traditional fostering arrangements, some children have ended up on the streets as a result of trafficking by family members or after losing their way and being unable to trace their extended family. Many of these children have been arrested and imprisoned or put into remand homes by police. A 1998 UNICEF study indicated that 4000 children were trafficked from Cross River State to various parts of Nigeria as well as to other countries within the region. Police authorities in Calabar reported that there were 13 cases of child stealing and 8 cases of kidnapping between 1997 and 1999. The traffickers involved in these cases were arrested and prosecuted. A workshop on trafficking in children held in Nigeria was informed that 500 Nigerian girls were working as commercial sex workers in Bamako, Mali, and a similar number in Burkina Faso. Analysis of responses gleaned from recent interviews conducted among 1400 school children and 700 children living in the streets in Port Harcourt, Owerri, Calabar, Lagos, Sokoto, Maiduguri and Kano showed that: • 19 percent school children were trafficked and 98 percent of them were Nigerians. This indicates that most trafficking in Nigeria is internal. • 92 percent were between 10 and 16 years of age and the boy to girl ratio was 2:3 • 71 percent of the children claimed that they worked for people other than their parents for a fee after school hours. • 54 percent worked as street hawkers, a practice that has become popular among Nigerian market traders to increase income. • 29 percent of the school children stayed in more than one household. • 3.5 percent had been sexually abused. • 3.3 percent by their relatives, 67 percent by others. International trafficking has significant regional and International dimensions. Tunde (2000:18) stressed that criminal rings are involved in the smuggling of children across the border to regional destinations as labourers and to Europe, particularly Italy, where 60 percent of girl trafficking victims (for commercial sex) are Nigerian. International media report that the trafficking of Nigerian girls to Italy and other parts of Europe has slave – like characteristics. Due to the tightening of controls on illegal Immigration into Europe, traffickers are resorting to more daring and dangerous forms for smuggling. Many Nigerian girls are obliged to take long overland routes across the Sahara to North Africa and the make the hazardous journey across the Mediterranean in small boats. Several of them never reach their destinations, either because they are abandoned or they drown… Those that reach their destination are sold off to prostitution rackets and or engage in other forms of commercial sex work. It is estimated that more than 20,000 Nigerian girls are from either Edo state or other states in the South-east and South-south zones of Nigeria. A few states such as Edo, Delta, Imo and Kano are more seriously affected by child trafficking than others. In the South-West, a greater number of boys who find themselves trafficked into agricultural, domestic, trading and apprenticeship jobs. In the North, the problem of trafficking is not immediately evident, but analysis and assessment of the social situation reveals that trafficking is ongoing in Kano, Maiduguri and other major cities. The 'anti human trafficking piracy special Investigation unit' of the FCT police command has so far rescued 105 teenagers between the ages of five to thirteen years from human traffickers, in different places in Abuja. He said the children were trafficked from Nassarawa, Lagos, Kano, Kwara and some villages within the FCT to be used as sex slaves and child labourers within the Motor Parks, Markets and restaurants in Abuja, which contravenes section 19 of the 'Trafficking Act in Persons'. He disclosed further that one of the suspects, Amina Adamu actually confessed that she kidnapped the victims to the FCT for prostitution as well as to be used as slaves, for her to get money. Clara, 13, was picked up by her aunty having agreed with her parents that she will work as a house help somewhere in Lagos on a salary of N7, 000 and this money is to be sent to her parents in the village. Unknown to Clara and her relatives, the aunt, who is involved in human trafficking, will hand her over to a syndicate. By the arrangement of her aunt, whose plans were not disclosed to her relatives, Clara will continue her voyage to an undisclosed destination as soon as she arrives. As agreed, Clara was handed over in exchange for money, part of which was sent to her parents as salary for two years. Soon after the deal was sealed, Clara began her journey to Italy where she was forced into prostitution. Eight child traffickers are already serving jail terms ranging from three to seven years in different prisons across the country for child trafficking offences. Head, Investigation and Monitoring Unit of the National Agency for Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP), Mallam Mohammed Babandede, said this in his paper at a one-day workshop on Public Awareness Campaigns and Advocacy on Trafficking in Women and Children, organised for Journalists in Osun, Kano and Cross River by WOTCLEF. Babandede said women and children trafficking are now serious offences since 2003, when NAPTIP was established. He said 20 people are now behind bars, while 25 cases are still on-going in various courts. State leads in child trafficking and prostitution. Akwa Ibom State is now leading in human trafficking and child labour, beating Edo State to the second place. Executive Secretary, National. Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP), Barrister Carol Ndaguba, identified the type of trafficking in AkwaIbom State to include, internal trafficking for sexual exploitation, child trafficking for labour exploitation and child abuse. However, Effah (1996:11) states that efforts are underway to pass three Bills in the state House of assembly namely: the Anti House-help Bill (Domestic Child Labour), the child trafficking Bill and the female circumcision Bill. These Bills should provide the needed Legal framework to prosecute offenders. Meanwhile, previous data, according to Osakwe and Olateru (1998:40) states that the Edo State Government has no specific data on trafficking. However, given the fact that most of the Nigerian girls repatriated from Italy are from Edo, the State Assembly enacted the criminal code (Amendment) law (2000) against trafficking and specifically against International trafficking. Moreover, Ambrose (2001:89) contends that the UNICEF supported study on the socio-cultural practices and policies related to children’s rights in the North –West Zone of Nigeria indicated that some Almajeri children, child beggars, child house helps and child refugees in Kano were being trafficked from rural areas and the middle belt of Nigeria. In several instances, the children were brought in from the neighbouring countries of Niger, Chad, and Burkina Faso. In the case of Almajeri children known networks in Kano collected children from their parents in the rural areas under the pretext that the children will be trained and given hope for a better future. However, when the children arrive in the cities, they are frequently put to work, begging and hawking. There are diverse reasons why many Nigerian children are vulnerable to trafficking, including widespread poverty, large family size, and rapid urbanization with deteriorating public services, low literacy levels and high school-drop out rates. The demand for cheap commercial sex workers in countries of destination strongly contributes to the growth of this phenomenon and the success of this criminal network. Parents with a large family, often overburdened with the care of too many children, are prone to the traffickers’ deceit in giving away some of their children to city residents or even strangers promising a better life for them. Traffickers exploit the trust of people rooted in a widespread, culturally accepted common practice in West Africa of placement and fostering as part of the extended family safety net. In some instances, desperately poor and uninformed parents willingly co-operate with the traffickers, giving away their children in exchange for a small fee. In the hands of unscrupulous guardians, these children are increasingly trafficked and exploited for money.

In Nigeria society, according to Adidu (2005:56), physical discipline of children is accepted and is widely practised by individual parents in their homes, in schools and in various children’s institutions. It is not also unusual to see children begging on the streets for their quranic teachers. The problem of child trafficking in Nigeria is really serious and symptomatic of increasing family and social disorganisation. Ebigbo (1997:11) states that the family system is breaking down and our standard of living has deteriorated in both urban and rural areas. According to him, when a society has trouble, particularly economic trouble, the family is the first to feel the shock and the children suffer most. Many people are out of work and the children are showing it. The rate of crime is high both in the urban and rural areas. Unemployed parents are having a hard time caring for their families. Being out of job has certain emotional consequences. It affects the mood of the entire household. It leads to anger and despair which could be displayed in forms of trafficking of children. Therefore, in Nigeria, child trafficking is due to poverty, ignorance, political and religious turbulence, but the most common cause of child trafficking is poverty. If, we are serious about protecting the children we will have to take a look at our culture and re-examine our attitudes towards the young and the physical violence used in disciplining our children. Chase (1976) cited in Adidu (2005:58) states that Experiments have shown that under stress, rats among others will neglect and abandon their young. Monkeys removed from their natural habitat and placed in unfamiliar surrounding will bite and even eat their own litters. Lion satisfy their own hunger first often by cannibalizing their own cubs. When prey is scarce, the adults will take food there is, leaving their cubs to starve.

To prevent child trafficking, the government must first address the issue of poverty. It is high time we started re-orienting public policy in Nigeria towards the support of the family, the health of the children and the success of the whole society rather than the wealth and comfort of a few. Peahrsson (2001:229), posited that factors contributing to trafficking are varied and complex, differing from country to country. She identified limited access to education and income generation, gender and other forms of discrimination, strict laws and policies on migration and migrant labour, negative cultural, decline in values, Family disintegration and the less positive side of globalisation involving massive movement of people clandestinely as factors contributing to child trafficking. The reasons for the increase in trafficking are many. In general, the criminal business feeds on poverty, despair, war, crisis and ignorance. Odocha (2004:41) agrees that globalisation of the world economy has increased the movement of people across borders, legally and illegally especially from poorer to wealthier countries. The lack of opportunity and the eagerness for a better life abroad have made girls especially vulnerable to entrapment by traffickers. The inadequacy of laws and law enforcement in most origin, transit, and destination countries, hampers efforts to fight trafficking humans for sexual exploitation humans for sexual exploitation are often relatively minor compared with those for other criminal activities like drug and gun trafficking. The priority placed on stemming illegal immigration in many countries, including the United States has resulted in treatment of trafficking cases as problem of illegal immigration, thus treating victims as criminals. Few steps have been taken to provide support, health care and access to justice. Few victims dare testify against the traffickers or those who hold them, fearing retribution for themselves and their families. Since most governments do not offer stays of deportation or adequate protection for witnesses. The disinterest and in some cases even complicity of government is another problem. According to Oloruntimehin (2002:18), many law enforcement agencies and governments ignore the plight of trafficking victims and downplay the scope of the trafficking problem. In some cases, Nigerian police and other governmental authorities accept bribes and collude with traffickers by selling fake documentation. Sometimes, police fear reprisals from criminal gangs so they find it easier to deny knowledge of trafficking. The minister of women affairs and social development, Hajiya Saudatu Bungudu added that the only way to stop child trafficking in Nigeria is by a concrete policy to ensure that children are properly educated to contribute to national development. Trafficking in people especially children, for prostitution and forced labour is one of the fastest growing areas of international criminal activity and one that is of increasing concern to the U.S Administration, congress and the international community. Although boys are also victimized, the overwhelming majority of those trafficked are children. According to U.S Government estimates, at least 700,000 people are trafficked each year world wide for forced labour, domestic servitude or sexual exploitation. Citing international organisation on migration data U.S officials say the actual figure could be as high as 4 million. An estimated 50,000 people are trafficked every year to the United States. Trafficking is now considered the third largest source of profits for organised crime behind only drugs and guns, generating billions of naira and dollars annually. Trafficking is a problem that affects virtually every country in the world.

Generally, the flow of trafficking is from less developed countries to industrialised nations, including the United States. Since trafficking is an underground criminal enterprise there are no precise statistics on the extent of the problem and estimates are unreliable. Trafficking is a global problem affecting large numbers of children every year. Children and their families are often lured by the promise of better employment and a more prosperous life far from their homes. Child trafficking is lucrative and linked with criminal activity and corruption. It is often hidden and hard. Abebe (2001:252) states that trafficking violates a child right to grow up in family environment. In addition, children who have been trafficked face a range of dangers, including violence and social abuse. They are even arrested and detained as illegal aliens – often with little or no access to their parents or other supported services. In most cases, these children are powerless, isolated and at great risk of violence. Abubakar (2001:74) added that large numbers of children are being trafficked for domestic work and also for sexual exploitation to work in shops or on farms. Nearly 90 percent of these trafficked domestic workers are girls. Vanguard newspaper of September 26, 2008 reported that Nigeria’s police, Chief Tafa Balogun, handed over 116 Benin children aged between 8 and 13 years rescued from slave masters inside Nigeria to the Benin authority border town. The report states that the children all males and malnourished were part of the inmates of about seven child – slave camps discovered in the western Nigerian States of Ogun, Oyo, and Osun in a major breakthrough by security operative fighting cross- border crimes, especially child trafficking. The traffickers confessed that the children were smuggled into Nigeria in sacks which they pass for goods from Benin at the border. Most of the children are said to be in the list of missing persons compiled by the Benin authorities. Preliminary police report showed that at least 13 such trafficked children died in the last three months. The children were camped in the bush without any shelter and were made to sleep on bare floor in the open. They used as slave to cut granites and stones at quarry sites in the camp for peanuts. The six Benin traffickers among the nine persons arrested for the trafficking offence were handed over to the Benin authorities along with the rescued children. Three of the arrested traffickers were Nigeria who will face the law in Nigeria. Moreover, Nigeria’s human trafficking law signed recently by President Olusegun Obasanjo, prescribes life jail for persons who traffic in human being or forces such a person into prostitution within the country or elsewhere in the world. As part of efforts to check trans-border crimes especially armed robbery, drug trafficking as well as human trafficking across the Nigeria –Benin border, the two countries in August signed a memorandum of understanding following Nigeria’s closure of their common border to force Benin authorities to cooperate in the fight. Under the accord, both countries agreed that criminals identified in future shall be returned immediately to the appropriate authorities in the requesting country. They also agreed to identify, investigate and prosecute agents and traffickers as well as protect victims of human trafficking and return them promptly to their countries of origin. However, the problem of child trafficking and forced labour is not just a problem between Benin and Nigeria but it also cuts across international boundaries. Daily Sun of Tuesday, May 18, 2004, (page 4) reported that an undisclosed number of Nigeria children are into sex slavery in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The discovery was made by the Nigerian consulate general in Saudi Arabia noted that the consulate can not do anything to rescue the victims because Nigeria and the kingdom of Saudi Arabia have no bilateral consular agreement. In the report, the consulate general said that the affected Nigerians came to Saudi Arabia with Umrah (Haji) visas under the guise of going for religious duty. Children migrants trafficked to Western Europe and other continents come from different parts of the world. The poor economic situation in Nigeria has led to unemployment and high rates of school drop-out. These circumstances have created a large pool of inactive and unengaged children and adolescents who are much more vulnerable to trafficking than their peers who go to school. The motivation, especially of teenagers, to find work away from home is often driven by the increasing taste for material things. For many others it is a question of bare survival. Agbu (2003:1) noted that most of the people being trafficked are women and children. These are estimated at 3.5 percent and are mostly under the age of eighteen. Benzi (2001:177) also noted that the majority of these people attended secondary schools and speak good English. A considerable percentage of these people, Benzi noted are forced to undergo a ‘juju’ rite (voodoo). The rites mandate them to pay back the expenses incurred in the course of their travel to Italy. The rite is carried out by witch doctors or herbalists in their home-shrine. Thus, the more helpless the child is, the more he or she is liable to trafficking and exploitation. Trafficking in human beings, especially, children has become one of the most rewarding illegal economic activities and can be put at par with drug trafficking and arms smuggling. As a result, some criminals in recent times have identified trafficking in human beings as one of the easy sources of income and have transferred the knowledge and network they were using for their drug businesses to the trafficking business where the risk of being caught is low. UNICEF report states that trafficking like illegal drugs has assumed an international dimension with huge amounts of money changing hands with an international network of hidden collaborators. The increasing concern with trafficking in women and children is precisely because of the traffickers’ indifference to and gross violation of the basic human rights of their victims, the increasing infiltration of drug criminals and their international network of drug traffickers into the human trafficking business, the threat their criminal activities pose to national and international security and political and social irritation that they are creating in international relations. Traffickers earn between 5 and 8 billion US Dollars annually transporting within and outside national borders an estimated four million irregular migrants many of whom are children. Benzi (2001:178) noted that traffickers are Nigerian men, women, fathers, mothers, grand parents, brothers, and sisters, neighbours, house helps, children of employing families, drivers, gardeners, armed robbers, teachers, uncle, aunties, employers etc. in other words anybody could be a perpetrators and indeed studies have shown that people from all walks of life as mentioned above have been found to be perpetrators. This is attested to by the many outrageous incidents published by the media in Nigeria and abroad. Oloruntimehin (2001:169) support the above views thus: The unprecedented high level of poverty which started to manifest in Nigeria since the implementation of structural adjustment programme(SAP) in 1986 has led to the shrinking of the formal economy in form of retrenchment of workers, freezing of position e.t.c, which have resulted in the preponderance of informal economy. According to him, informal economy tends to accommodate various practices, including underworld practices such as trafficking in persons while modernisation and individualism and self assertiveness, which accompanied it, have damaged societal norms and values has been lessened paving way for all types of deviant behaviour, child trafficking inclusive. Oloruntemehin (2001:171) citing Losarue and Olateru (1998) say that other factors include a strong desire to migrate in search of economic and social well being as well as a high demand for trafficked persons in Asia and Europe. Adebayo (2001:188-192) identified street hawking, house helping business, bus conducting touting, unemployment bad national economy, high bride wealth on girls, lack of awareness, illiteracy and divorce as contributing factors to trafficking. He argued that most of the victims were deceived by various overseas vacancy advertisement in thee national dallies and international magazines. The advertisers entice them with free visa, free ticket, free accommodation but their major aim is not to give them good work but to use them as prostitutes to make money overseas. The focus has shifted to the rural areas where many uneducated and semi –educated unemployed young girls are lured with the promise of lucrative job offers abroad. Boone (2001:238) strengthens this view when he states thus: The increased involvement of organised crime in trafficking in human beings is not only as a result of available markets and available victims. Other contributing factors according to him include. a. Lack of adequate legislation and lack of compatibility among legislative and related measures, which in turn acts as impediment to international cooperation. b. Lack of co-ordination among domestic agencies as well as among regional and international agencies. c. Lack of capacity for enforcement, information exchange and analysis border control and fighting corruption. d. Lack of co-ordinate information awareness, training and financial incentives and activities targeted towards potential trafficking victims and towards potential beneficiaries in destination and transit markets as well as to the social welfare and criminal justice administrators in origin, transit and destinations jurisdictions. The traffickers use different means including land and air to transport their victims to their destinations. Unlike male victims of trafficking who exhibit resilience and usually travel by land, Children usually travel by air except where the destination is within the sub-region or there is the need to transit neighbouring countries to reach their destinations in Europe. Routing options available to the traffickers and their victims are many and the above mentioned are just a few.

Protection of the Rights of Child Victims of Trafficking

Child victims according to Mmaduagu (2002:80) have the right to receive immediate care and protection including security, food, and accommodation in a safe place, access to social and health services, psychological support, legal assistance and education. Care and assistance shall respect the child cultural identity and origin, gender and age. Appropriate assistance shall be provided to children with special needs particularly in the cases of psychological distress, illness and pregnancies. Social service authorities with qualified personnel shall provide care for child victims by establishing appropriate services, if necessary in co-operation with competent international organisations and non governmental organisations. Guardians in cooperation with social service authorities and non governmental organisation shall conduct an individual needs assessment for each child victim. Child victims of trafficking shall be placed in safe and suitable accommodation immediately after their identification. Social service authorities, in cooperation with non governmental organisations shall develop minimum standards for the care of child victims. 

Under no circumstances shall a child be placed in a law enforcement detention facility such as a detention centre, a police cell a person or in any other special detention centre for children. Dunu (2007:211) emphasizes that in view of the enormous importance of child’s rights and continued child trafficking, there is need to move from merely recognising children’s rights to translating it to concrete actions. The promotion of and respect for children’s rights is a fight the whole society need to engage in, but especially which the press can champion to reduce child trafficking among children in Nigeria. The press need to raise awareness, to sensitize and mobilize civil society into the effect of child trafficking. Failure to do this will have dire consequences as UNICEF (2003) again warns: If children’s’ well being and right are not addressed and if millennium development goals (MDGS) are not met, child trafficking will surely persist because of poverty and democracy withers It is true that the media is trying but their effort is not good enough. The press need to improve on their effort and understand basically the important of these children within and outside Nigeria. Therefore to achieve this, there is need for the press to increase the amount of attention space and time given to issues concerning children. Lorapuu and Bamidele (2005) explained that child’s rights are now broadly recognised and accepted but implementing and putting it into practice still remains a major challenge thereby boosting child trafficking. As they pointed out, in most countries these rights still remain a visionary document. Every where, evidence abounds of the continued trafficking and neglect of children in Nigeria. For instance, majority of children serving as house helps is a serious indication of continued child trafficking. Moreover, most streets in Nigeria are littered with children hawking in the streets despite all warnings to the contrary thereby making trafficking easy by the perpetrators of child trafficking. The poverty level in the country, one would assume is a contributing factor to this ugly situation. Yet this situation could be arrested if the media devote their time in creating awareness of child trafficking. Stating the fact that more than 60% of children under school age in this country are being trafficked daily which hamper their development and survival will be only begging the issue. All actions undertaken in relation to child victims shall be guided by and based on the principles of protection and respect for human rights as set out in the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (1989) and the African charter on the rights and welfare of the child (1990). It was in this light that Akinboyo (1998:60) stated that child victims are entitled to special protection measures, both as victims and as children in accordance with their special rights and needs.

The Implications on the Child Victims of Trafficking

Lotte (2001:197) submitted that child trafficking has been known to carry detrimental physical and psychological consequences. These include medical and neurotically defects, defective intellectual and cognitive functioning, behaviour disorders and psychopathology. They have been known to experience social competence skills. That is they are often seen as more difficult to deal with in social interaction. In addition to these they have a poor self esteem; feelings of isolation and stigma may tend toward drug and alcohol or may be sexually maladjusted among other things. It leads to stubbornness, aggressive and away from home. He further noted that it sometimes leads to death at the hands of traffickers or during transportation. In other words those children who are victims of abuse and neglect suffer untold harm that often live with them into adulthood, deprive them of opportunities, thwart their potentials and stifle their ambitions. The activity of child victims of trafficking, especially, those who go into prostitution either on their own or are forced to do so, has implications for their reproductive health and health in general. In view of the global threat of HIV/AIDS, the demand for young girls is on the increase and more and more of these are being abducted, bought, sold and trafficked across borders to serve as prostitutes. Notwithstanding the socioeconomic consequences of prostitution, the HIV/AIDS prevalence rate for some of these destination countries, notably La Cote d'Ivoire and Burkina Faso are well above the threshold level of 5%, thus, exposing them to higher risk of contracting HIV/AIDS and other Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) that has serious repercussions on their reproductive health. It is estimated that, to date, about two-thirds of the reported AIDS cases have been females who incidentally also form part of the segment of the population who often migrate or are trafficked. It is possible that the increase in the trafficking of children from Nigeria to other countries, to a large extent, has contributed to the increase in the HIV prevalence rate of 4.0% in 1998 to 4.6% in 2000 in Nigeria due to mobility of infected young girls’ victims of trafficking. At the moment, a new approach is being adopted in the fight against HIV/AIDS in Nigeria following the development of a draft HIV/AIDS and STI Policy and the establishment of a National HIV/AIDS Commission. Trafficking of humans particularly children has negative cost implications on the economies of home countries of the trafficked. Victims of trafficking are normally of low employable skills on account of their relatively lower education levels. Most of them are also trafficked on fake travel documents and hence occasionally get apprehended by the law enforcement agencies of the destination countries leading to their forced repatriation, the cost of which is borne by their home government. Most often, the evacuated migrants are left on their own upon arrival in their home country. The migrants are not well oriented and rehabilitated to properly integrate them into society. As a result, some returned migrants see their perceived new environment as an opportunity to put into practice some of the negative socio-cultural practices learnt abroad that are diametrically opposed to the socio cultural settings of the Nigerian society. Victims of trafficking sometimes resort to desperate behaviours when they fail to reach their destination. There are unconfirmed reports that Nigeria is a recipient and a supplier of trafficked migrants. Victims of trafficking in some situations become stranded and despondent and resort to all sorts of socio-economic activities including prostitution, illegal drug peddling and burglary. In some instances, traffickers use their victims as carriers of illegal drugs across boarders. Upon sensing danger they often desert their innocent and defenceless victims to their fate. Thus, some victims of human trafficking are sentenced to serve various terms in prison on charges of drug trafficking that they have little or no knowledge of. Trafficking in children has also negative socio-political implications for both origin and host countries especially where many of the children are let lose to practice prostitution in the open in the host country. The temperature in the relationship between Nigeria and some of its bilateral destination countries has risen in recent times and, indeed, continues to rise because of the belief of the Governments of some of the destination countries that the Government of Nigeria is not doing enough to reduce the flow of irregular Nigerian migrants to their countries. They also allege that the Government of Nigeria has, in addition, spurned every effort to accept the return of its nationals that must be removed from the destination countries because of breach of immigration laws. There are serious information and knowledge gaps about human trafficking especially in children in Nigeria. The result is this conjectural and anecdotal presentation. The need for improvement through research and implementation of counter-trafficking programmes cannot be over-emphasised. Efforts that are being made to reduce our ignorance about the problem of human trafficking through data collection focus on counter-trafficking activities in South-East Asia and East European countries. Information gathering about trafficking in Africa particularly in Nigeria only about beginning, thanks to the role of the media in Nigeria.

The National Response to Child Trafficking In Nigeria

In July 2003, the Trafficking in Persons Prohibition and Administration Act was passed in Nigeria, a legislative framework that prohibits all forms of trafficking in persons and protects children and adults against criminal networks. As a result of the law, the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons and Other Related matters (NAPTIP) was established to fight human trafficking through investigation of cases, prosecution of criminals, rescue and rehabilitation of victims. NAPTIP has opened shelters to host rescued/repatriated children while investigations are being carried out and the families identified. NAPTIP working closely with Police, Immigration and Civil Society Organizations has achieved the following results: • Investigation and Arrest – Investigation of over 64 cases in 2006. – Since 2005, prosecution and conviction of 12 traffickers who are presently imprisoned. – 32 cases currently at different stages of prosecution in the law courts. • Rescue and Rehabilitation: A total of 757 victims have been rescued between February 2004 and December 2006, including 6 babies. – 73 victims rescued and counselled in 2004. – 337 victims were rescued and counselled in 2005. – 348 victims rescued and counselled in 2006. Most of these victims are Nigerian females, while a smaller number are Beninese, Togolese and Ghanaian. However, the capacity of law enforcement agencies including the immigration and the police officials in monitoring and reporting cases, as well as patrolling borders, still needs to be enhanced. One major development was the signing of cooperation agreement to fight child trafficking, between the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Republic of Benin in June 2005. The document provides notably for a joint security surveillance team that will patrol the borders of both countries. The Nigerian Government is currently discussing new bilateral agreements with Niger and Cameroon.

In July 2006, a regional conference was jointly organized by Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) in Abuja, with active participation of NAPTIP. Supported by UNICEF, ILO, and the Office of the Special Adviser to the President on Trafficking in Persons, the conference was designed to share country experiences and to develop a common platform of action against trafficking in persons in West and Central Africa. To this end, a ‘Multilateral Cooperation Agreement on Combating Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children’ was signed by 15 member States from both Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS). UNICEF’s support to the prevention of child trafficking in Nigeria includes: • Enhancing knowledge and research on the phenomenon of trafficking by supporting an efficient surveillance system to document the incidence and nature of rights violation. • Raising public awareness through involvement of the media and addressing attitudes, behaviours and practices trough an appropriate communication strategy. • Advocating to national / State leaders to effectively combat trafficking by adopting adequate policies and programmes and by implementing legislation. • Improving the co-ordination framework and strengthening collaboration at national, regional and international levels. • Development and improvement of appropriate institutional responses and care for child victims of trafficking and exploitation. • Enhancing the knowledge of the children themselves and adopting a preventive approach Apart from direct interventions to address child trafficking, UNICEF’s priority is to build a protective environment to prevent the abuse, violence and exploitation of children throughout the country. Right from the national Agency’s inception, UNICEF supported the institutional capacity building of NAPTIP and helped in establishing an anti-trafficking network in 22 Southern and Northern States. UNICEF also gives assistance to NAPTIP shelters and trains their staff in psycho-social rehabilitation skills so that they can give an adequate support to children. The continued capacity building and sensitization of police, immigration and prison officers is gradually bringing results, such as the rescue of 100 children at the border with Benin Republic in March 2005 and the recent handing over of 19 teenagers to the Benin Republic authorities by NAPTIP officials in Lagos State. To prevent young people from being trafficked, UNICEF has facilitated the establishment of Youth Resource centres with the support of Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) and the UK National Committee. These centres provide health promotion, skills training, recreational services, legal support and information to young people. - Two model Youth Resource Centres were established in Edo and Delta State in 2004 and 2005. - Seven replicated Youth Resource Centres have been established in Kano, Akwa Ibom, Sokoto, Ebonyi, Bauchi, Ogun and Imo States. - Four transit shelters established in Kano, Edo, Akwa Ibom and Lagos States.
The Concept Of Mass Media

Dominic (2002:24) defines a medium “as the channel through which a message is sent from the sender to the receiver” the medium is the singular form while media is the plural form. Mass medium consist of the print and electronic media. He maintained that it goes beyond the mechanical devices used in transmitting and storing message. The channels of mass media are as follows: television, radio, film, newspapers, magazines, sound recording and internet. 

Baron (2004:21) asserts that in determining the scope and nature of mass media, we should understand that the “enormous part of our lives is spent in interaction with the media. The world is entirely information driven and this lends credence to the role of the media of mass communication which Okunna (2002:45) asserts that “mass media is a means of reaching a mass heterogenous audience simultaneously. According to Okunna (1999) the mass media performs a number of function ranging from information, education and entertainment while Moemeka cited in Okunna (2002:24) listed the mass media functions as surveillance, correlation, socialization and entertainment. 

The Mass Media As An Agent Of Socialization 

According to Robert (1971:210) says: Socialization is the gradual process of learning throughout an individual life span”. This study is anchored on the media as an agent of socialization in view of their role in the anti-child trafficking and abuse. However the study is very vital because it is evidently clear that the media is a great potential for transmission of information and belief from one group to another. The family is the primary socialization agent. But there is no gain saying the fact that the media can evaluate individual on the inherent dangers in child trafficking and abuse. The media also avails individual with the opportunity of knowing the scourge as a crime and the severity the punishment would entail on an offender so as to deter intending persons from committing such nefarious act.

Child-trafficking, Child Labour and Mass Media

In many cities, towns and other semi-urban and rural centres in Nigeria, it is not uncommon to see children on the streets begging fro money. Some hawk wares on the highway and busy roads thereby exposing them to trafficking. Godoy (2002) in his research on child trafficking and media reported that of the 110 children sampled in El Salvador working in domestic service most of were underage between 12 and 17 years of age. The media reported cases of battered children and others saved from the clutches of child traffickers. Hodges (2001) in his findings opined that street hawkers’ children who worked throughout the day or late in the evening or who traded on major highways were found to be more likely than others to experiences trafficking. To curtail the incidence (child trafficking) Sanders and Godoy (2002) suggest that there is the need to increases societal awareness of issues that may affect children. They further opined that prevention of child trafficking involves changing those individual and community attitude, belief and circumstances which allows trafficking to occur. A well focused print media (Newspapers) has the potential to contribute to successfully to community education and prevention of child trafficking and neglect. This is in realization of the fact that media play significant role in informing people’s attitude and behaviour.

Lindsay (1994) argued that the media has a central role in mediating information and forming public opinion. The media casts an eye on events that feel of us directly experience and render remote happenings observable and meaningful. Understanding the media influences and how to use mass media channels constructively may be an essential tool for fighting social problems like child trafficking. Wellings and Macdowell (2000) affirmed the strength of mass media lies in helping to put issues on the public, in reinforcing local efforts in raising consciousness about issues and in conveying simple information. This is Sequel to Adeseye and Ibagere (1999) position that agenda setting implies that the media predetermine what issues are regarded as important at a given time in a given society. The point here is that the media help to priorities societal issues. Newspapers like other media of mass communication such as radio are a veritable means to inform, educate, entertain project culture and perhaps it is permanent in to investigate the extent Newspaper has helped in creating awareness on the evils of child trafficking in the society (Nigeria) it also went to find out whether Newspaper has helped to place child trafficking on the agenda of government. For Nigeria, the situation was so bad that the first Lady, Titi Abubakar through her Non-Governmental Organization-Women Trafficking and Child Eradication Foundation (WOTCLEF) took it upon herself to spear head what would eventually become a serious fight against human trafficking in Nigeria. Agbu (2003:25) stated the utilizing all advantages derivable from her position, political, legal and social she was able to kick start a serious challenge to human trafficking and its support base in the country. A regional project launched in 2002 by UNICEF found in a Nigerian Cast study that those involved include recruiting agents (usually close family) native doctors (Voodoo Priests) who often perform rituals to control the victims, Lawyers who draw up dept bondage agreements, estate agents who help to launder trafficking proceeds through real estate transactions and travel touts and agents who provide the necessary travel documents and arrangement. Generally, Ladejobi (2006) asserts foreign nationals work as temporary guides across borders or provide shelters and safe houses a long the routes the harbour victims travelling by road. In Nigeria, the police used to worsen the already dire situation of repatriated victims by subjecting them to persecution and extortion while they are in holding cells. Instead of showing empathy, counselling them and enhancing their rehabilitation. For example in section II of the law, individuals accused of exportation/Importation of persons out/in Nigeria on conviction are liable to imprisonment for life. Section 12 states that procurement of any person. For illicit intercourse with another person on conviction attracts imprisonment for 10 years without an option of the fine, in section 13, causing or encouraging the seduction or prostitution of any person less than eighteen years on conviction attracts 10 years imprisonment without an option of fine (NAPTIP Act, 2003). Generally, the Agency’s activities involve prosecuting Traffickers, rehabilitating victims, collaborating with other bodies, local and international and creating public of the crime. Human trafficking units (Task forces have also been created in the Nigeria police and immigration services. According to him, in terms of convictions more than 150 traffickers have been arrested, about convicted are in Jail, while 50 cases are pending in court. NAPTIP operations are conducted through the support of four main units – the investigation unit, public enlightenment unit and the counselling and Rehabilitation unit. Also provided for in the enabling act are such other units as the agency may establish with the approval of the Board. In addition, there are at present six Zonal offices within the country located at Benin, Lagos, Sokoto, Kano, Enugu and Abuja while plans are under way to create NAPTIP state offices. Nigeria has 36 states and a federal capital Territory at Abuja. A 2003 Federal office of statistics (FOS) and International Labour Organization (ILO) study estimated that there are about 15 million children engaged in child labour activities in Nigeria. These children could easily be forced into child trafficking eternally. According to NAPTIP, almost every state has a variant of child trafficking. In the largely Muslim northern states, traffickers move children to locations where they could be used as beggars under the guise of religious mentoring, again, these children could be trafficked to Saudi Arabic. In the south, children are constantly moved around by traffickers as domestic help under very in human arrangements. Odocha (2004: 41) in his review on child trafficking found out that between 2004 and 2006, NAPTIP repatriated 757 child victims. In 2007 and 2008, 2,475 children, 80 percent of who were girls were rescued according to UNICEF annual report. In Nigeria, as in many parts of Africa, the tradition of fostering has made it easy to manipulate parents into allowing their children to be used as commodities of trade. The fact, however, remains that child trafficking as different from child work are socially constructed, and need to be conceptually de-constructed and addressed in themselves as evils and crime against humanity. Italy still remains the key destination for trafficked young girls working as prostitutes. It is instructive that in October 2007, the Dutch police arrested 24 people for allegedly trafficking, 140 Nigerian children to Europe. So the fight still rages.

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The study is anchored within the context of two vital theories namely: Social Responsibility Theory and the Agenda Setting Theory.

These theories will be used to explain or interpret some phenomenon because its basic tenets are fundamental to the understanding of the subject under study.

Social Responsibility Theory

Okunna (2002:277) states that Social Responsibility Theory of the press is largely an extension of libertarian theory. In their word the theory places emphasis on the moral and social responsibility of person who, and institutions which operate the mass media, that is to say that the media suppose to be socially responsible to the society in all aspect. Folarin (2002:31) explains further by saying that social responsibility theory owes its origin to Hutchins Commission on freedom of the press, set up in the United States of America in 1947 to re-examine the concept of press freedom as enunciated in libertarian of free theory. Based on the postulation, social responsibility theory of the press asserts that the media should accept and fulfil certain obligations to the society such as: a. Provide the public with information and discussion on important social issues and the avoidance of the activities harmful to the public welfare and security of the state. b. That through professional standard of in formativeness, truth, accuracy, objectivity and balance, these obligations can be met. c. That the media should regulate itself within the frame work of law and established institutions to be able to carry out its responsibilities. d. Based on the principle the society has the right to expect high standard of performance from the media.

e. That the media should reflect its society‘s plurality giving access to various points of view and grant all the right to reply. This study is anchored on this theory to ascertain how far Vanguard and Daily Sun newspapers have been able to fulfil these responsibilities of being accountable to the society. Children who are the future leaders of tomorrow, are supposed to be given a serious attention to their issues, irrespective of their nature so that the government and the public will be informed and necessary action will taken.

Agenda Setting Theory

Another theory that was adopted in the analysis in this study is Agenda Setting Theory. Baran (2007:108) maintains that the theory propose that the public agenda or what kind of thing people discuss, think and worry about is powerfully shaped and directed by what the news media chose to publicise. While Wimmer and Dominick (2005:408) argues that Agenda setting research examines the relationship between media priorities and audience priorities in the relative importance of news topics. This means that if the news media decide to give the most time and space to covering issues concerning children, child trafficking in the society will be reduced and it will become the most important item on the audience agenda. If the newspapers under study devote their time in reporting the issues concerning children as often as possible they will not only emphasize the importance but also will give the public what to think about the children as regards their well being as the future hopes of the nation. Nigeria will also rate children as the most important issue to them.

Democratic Participant Theory

The democratic participant theory throws more light to the media’s interest in the fight against child trafficking and labour. The theory is concerned with the peoples right to relevant information, right to use the media and rejects the uniformed exorbitant professionalized state owned media. It also reveals that the media are the mouth piece of those in the grass root level. However the media are not unaware of the fact that they are the eye of the society and are veritable tools to advocate for children’s right to life and prevent child trafficking and labour.

2.3
EMPIRICAL STUDIES

Case study on Media and Child trafficking in other countries

The media handled child trafficking in India by producing a well researched documentary titled the day my God died. The title of the documentary was taken from a Quote by one of the girls kidnapped at a village fair in NEPAL, drugged and trafficked across the border to brothels in the largest red light district in the world, Bombay, India. The girl says, “The day that I was sold was the day that my God died” there are on average fifteen Nepalese girls trafficked daily. Their average age is 14, but some are seven – eight years olds. They are sold into sexual slavery for 50,000 rupes and brutalized into submission. Child trafficking is growing rapidly in India; there is no reliable data available on the issue in India. According to figures provided by the National crime records Bureau in 2004, as many as 2,265 cases of Kidnapping and abduction of children qualified as forms of trafficking and were reported to the police. Of these, 1,593 cases were of kidnapping for marriage 1,414 were for illicit sex, 92 for unlawful activity, 101 for prostitution and the test for various other things like slavery, beggary and even selling body parts. According to Agbaegbu (2008), most of these children (72 percent) were between sixteen and eighteen years of age. Twenty-five percent were children aged eleven to fifteen years. Trafficking of children from the North – Eastern states of India and the bordering countries in the north east is a serious issue but has so far not drawn public attention. Children are trafficked for several reasons including sexual exploitation, adoption, entertainment, drug peddling and smuggling. Malawi, like other developing countries, faces a growing problem of child trafficking. The full extent of child trafficking in Malawi is not widely known, but in recent years increasing awareness has resulted in better reporting and understanding of the problem. 

Reports of child trafficking by the media, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and government departments such as the Police, Social Welfare and Labour have been increasing in recent years. In 2007, the Government of Malawi through the Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs, with funding from ILO, UNICEF and the Human Rights Resource Centre, commissioned the Millennium Centre for Research and Development (MCRD) to conduct a study in order to assess the nature and magnitude of child trafficking and to review the current legal and policy frameworks on child trafficking in Malawi, before making preliminary recommendations. This study employed several methods in order to establish the nature and scale of child trafficking in Malawi, including the use of key informant interviews, case studies and literature review. The research team also collected and collated information and data using a structured questionnaire from 12 police stations, 12 district labour offices, 12 district social welfare offices, 6 border and immigration offices and 32 non-governmental organisations. The study found that although Malawi is a party to various Conventions and International Instruments that provide against child trafficking, current domestic law aimed at addressing child trafficking is lacking in many respects. The Government of Malawi currently prohibits all forms of trafficking through existing laws, including sections 135 to 147 and 257 to 269 of the penal code, Chapter 7:01. However, a lack of specific anti-trafficking legislation makes prosecution more challenging and allows a limited range of punishments to be meted out to convicted traffickers. Further, there is no law or policy aimed at providing legal assistance or information to presumed victims of child trafficking. Indeed, there is no law or policy specifically relating to the status or treatment of victims of trafficking. The Malawi Law Commission is currently in the process of drafting a bill on Human Trafficking in general. According to the existing draft, provision has been made for an internationally accepted definition of trafficking, which includes all induced transit of children for labour, regardless of apparent consent. The study also found that there is need for better identification of trafficked children in order to better recognize and more deeply understand the problem. There is a need for greater awareness of child trafficking, both in theory and in practical terms. The study also highlights the lack of unified data collection and storage systems among the different stakeholders working in the area of child protection. There is thus a need to periodically update all the relevant information and data collection on child trafficking using the National Statistical Office and other stakeholders. A national child trafficking database with a standardized entry system for all stakeholders would be desirable. There is a great need to improve awareness and coordination among the different organisations involved. The National Committee on Child Protection could play a crucial role in coordinating between different agencies at national, regional, district and local levels. Although the magnitude of child trafficking cannot be accurately verified, because of the hidden nature of the problem, ignorance about child trafficking among law enforcement officers and communities actually worsens the situation. The study found at least 77 cases of child trafficking that have been handled by the different NGOs and government departments in the 12 districts visited in this study. The study established that there is a seasonal element to child trafficking, especially with regard to children trafficked to work in tobacco estates and girls employed as commercial sex workers and in restaurants. Most of the male children trafficked internally are intended for livestock herding or agricultural labour; female children are mainly trafficked for domestic service or to work in restaurants and bars, particularly during the crop marketing season. Child trafficking in Malawi – particularly internal trafficking for exploitative labour – is fuelled by poverty, illiteracy, lack of awareness, lack of resources and weak policies. Children as young as 10 – mostly school drop outs and orphans – are trafficked in particular from Thyolo, Mulanje, Dedza, Ntcheu, Salima and Nsanje districts. The main destinations include major cities, district headquarters and estates in Mchinji, Kasungu and Mzimba. Trafficked children are subjected to intolerable and inhuman activities including being forced to walk long distances without food and sleep in appalling conditions. The conditions are exceptionally bad during the rainy season. This study revealed that this was also the period that most victims decide to run away and seek to be returned to their homes. Apart from those working within the domestic sector, most trafficked children are not paid regularly or in cash. The majority only have verbal annual contracts that are rarely honoured. The study also established that cross border trafficking occurs, with Zambia the most frequent destination, followed by Mozambique. Porous borders with these two neighbouring countries make it difficult to address this problem in the absence of meaningful international collaboration. However, this study did not find evidence of long distance external trafficking, although there is a perception that some children are trafficked to Europe. Parents, children and local leaders are almost ignorant about child trafficking and its risks. In Dedza for instance, young girls are trafficked for prostitution. In some cases communities know the traffickers, but regard them as philanthropic society members, thus hindering attempts to stop or prosecute perpetrators.

Government departments in some districts provide vital services like community support, child counseling, rehabilitation and repatriation and training to the victims of trafficking. Non-governmental organisations undertake similar activities and are often more active, as they are better resourced than government departments. The major handicap of NGOs, especially small ones, is that they usually have limited impact areas. They therefore usually refer cases or liaise with government departments in other districts. This could be the basis for good practice, but needs government coordination and clear, consistent guidelines. Some of the Recommendations in the study are: Malawi needs new legislation specifically to tackle child trafficking. This needs to adopt all the provisions of international agreements to which Malawi is a signatory and, in particular, must be based on a clear and internationally-accepted definition of child trafficking, which makes no allowances for claimed “consent” by children. Clear, severe penalties need to be prescribed for a range of offences covering all aspects of child trafficking and forced child labour. The Government of Malawi needs to demonstrate greater commitment to tackling the problem. This can be done in the short-to-medium term in three ways: 1) By allocating significant human and financial resources to all departments and agencies involved in combating child trafficking, in all districts, in order to build their knowledge and capacity. 2) By opening meaningful dialogue with its neighbours with a view to developing collaborative legal and administrative systems to prevent cross-border trafficking. 3) By launching a large-scale awareness-raising campaign throughout the country. This should not only seek to bring the problem to the attention of rural communities, but also emphasize its importance to public servants. For example, the immigration service should be encouraged to see the identification of possible trafficking cases as part of their normal duties. The criminal nature of child trafficking makes any data and statistics on the cases of this illegal business inherently suspicious. There are no exact numbers of victims of child sexual exploitation within the state or across the border because there are no reliable ways of determining the victims. The State Department website estimates that one to two million children are trafficked annually around the world. The United Nations Report in their research stated that they lack adequate data because of the unwillingness of governmental officers to publicly report their findings. For example, ministry of labour and social Affairs denied having statistics on the issue, but referred the special Rapporteur to the ministry of justice, however, social workers gave the special Rapporteur some comprehensive statistics, which they claimed had be supplied them by the ministry of labour and social Affairs. Thousand of children are being smuggled across the border every year, but only a minority of cases is reported and convictions of traffickers are very rare. In sun, there is little accurate and reliable statistics available because of the illegal activities involved satisfying research on the spread of child trafficking is missing. The reports that have been done on the issue of child trafficking are insignificant due to the lack of distinguishing between the ages of children, the gender of children and between economic and sexual trafficking of persons. The main reason why traffickers are not adequately punished is because many legal policies often restrain victims from testifying against their traffickers. In addition, the victims of trafficking might be punished more than the traffickers for their illegal immigration status and lack of appropriate documents.

The International Labour Organization estimates that some 600,000 children were victims of trafficking in Cameroon in 2005. According to official figures, Cameroon has close to 17 million inhabitants of which about 56 percent are younger than eighteen. The exploitation of children takes various forms. Boys are typically put towards on cocoa, coffee and rubber plantations, while girls serve as cleaners and waitresses. They are often sexually exploited and may later be drawn into prostitution. Once a transit country for child traffickers, Cameroon has become for some years, a supplier of child slaves to neighbouring countries, “said Leon Noah Manga, president of the consultative committee for a project to fight against the trade and exploitation of children in west and central Africa. He further stated that about 200 children of Cameroonian origin and about 60 others of Beninese and Nigeria origin destined for employers in Gabon and Equatorial Guinea were rescued at the borders of Cameroon and returned to their families. Russian according to United Nations office on Drugs and crime (UNODC) is the primary destination country for trafficking from central / Asia and serves as a transit country of trafficking in drugs and human beings into Europe. In Moscow, the ministry of interior reports that at any one time, there are over 50, 000 children who have been trafficked from central Asia by criminal gongs for prostitution and sex tourism in the Russian capital/children are sold into slavery in western countries transiting through Poland, Germany and the Balkans. Human trafficking has been closely linked to the smuggling of narcotics. Trafficked children are often used as drug carriers. The growing problem of child trafficking through prostitution is raising concerns in Ukrainian media. 
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


In this chapter, we described the research procedure for this study. A research methodology is a research process adopted or employed to systematically and scientifically present the results of a study to the research audience viz. a vis, the study beneficiaries.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled. According to Singleton & Straits, (2009), Survey research can use quantitative research strategies (e.g., using questionnaires with numerically rated items), qualitative research strategies (e.g., using open-ended questions), or both strategies (i.e., mixed methods). As it is often used to describe and explore human behaviour, surveys are therefore frequently used in social and psychological research.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY


According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 


This study was carried out to assess the broadcast media in the campaign against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria using 4 selected broadcasting media stations in Lagos State as a case study. Staff of African Independent Television, Channels Television, NTA Lagos Channel 10, and Silverbird Television and residents of Lagos State form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of the sampled area aand broadcasting media stations in Lagos State, the researcher conveniently selected 147 out of the overall population as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing series of questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section enquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions. Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the Chi-Square statistical tool, SPSS v.23
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of one hundred and forty-seven (147) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only one hundred and forty-one (141) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 141 was validated for the analysis.

4.1
DATA PRESENTATION
Table 4.2: Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	72
	51.1%

	Female
	69
	48.9%

	Age
	
	

	20-25
	33
	23.4%

	25-30
	56
	39.7%

	31-35
	35
	24.8%

	36+
	17
	12.1%

	Marital Status
	
	

	Single 
	71
	50.4%

	Married
	70
	49.6%

	Separated
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	0
	0%

	Education Level
	
	

	WAEC
	
	0%

	BS.c
	79
	56.0%

	MS.c
	62
	44.0%

	MBA
	0
	0%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

4.2
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS

Has broadcasting media been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria?
Table 4.2:  Respondent on has broadcasting media been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria?

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	100
	70.9

	No
	30
	21.3

	Undecided
	11
	7.8

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 70.9% said yes, 21.3% said no, while the remaining 7.8% were undecided.

To what extent has broadcasting media helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria?
Table 4.3:  Respondent on to what extent has broadcasting media helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria??

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	High Extent
	70
	49.6

	Low Extent
	36
	25.5

	Undecided
	35
	24.8

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, 49.6% said to a high extent, 25.5% said to a low extent, while the remaining 24.8% were undecided.

Has the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media created awareness of the situation among citizens?
Table 4.4:  Respondent on has the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media created awareness of the situation among citizens??

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	100
	100

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	00
	00

	Total
	141
	100


Field Survey, 2021

From the responses obtained as expressed in the table above, all the respondents constituting 100% said yes. There was no record of no nor undecided.

4.3
TEST OF HYPOTHESIS 

H0: Broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a low extent. 
H1: Broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a high extent. 
Table 4.5: Broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a low extent.
	Options
	Fo
	Fe
	Fo - Fe
	(Fo - Fe)2
	(Fo˗-Fe)2/Fe

	Yes
	70
	47
	23
	529
	11.3

	No
	36
	47
	-11
	121
	2.6

	Undecided
	35
	47
	-12
	144
	3.1

	Total
	141
	141
	
	
	17.0


Source: Extract from Contingency Table




Degree of freedom = (r-1) (c-1)






(3-1) (2-1)






(2)  (1)






 = 2

At 0.05 significant level and at a calculated degree of freedom, the critical table value is 5.991.

Findings

The calculated X2 = 17.0 and is greater than the table value of X2 at 0.05 significant level which is 5.991.
Decision

Since the X2 calculated value is greater than the critical table value that is 17.0 is greater than 5.991, the Null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis which states that broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a high extent  is accepted.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY

In this study, our focus was to assess the broadcast media in the campaign against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria using 4 selected broadcasting media stations in Lagos State as a case study. The study specifically was aimed at examining if the broadcasting media has been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria, examine the extent broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria, examine if the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media has created awareness of the situation among citizens. This study was anchored on the Social Responsibility Theory and Agenda Setting Theory.


The study adopted the survey research design and conveniently enrolled participants in the study. A total of 141 responses were received and validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are drawn from the staff of the sampled broadcasting media stations and residents of Ikeja, Lagos State. 

5.2
CONCLUSION

Based on the finding of this study, the researcher concluded that broadcasting media has helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria to a high extent.

5.3
RECOMMENDATIONS
In the light of the findings and conclusions, the following recommendations are hereby proposed: 

The press should draw more attention to the dangers of child trafficking on children’s day (May 27) and Christmas day (December 25) by given greater percentage on children in their editorials, features, public opinion and news in their various newspaper.
The media should also undertake more investigate reporting in order to unearth all the hidden issues that could assist in apprehending and punishing those behind this child trafficking. The security agents should also be more alive to their duties of protecting lives and property. Anybody found guilty of child trafficking should be made to face the full wrath of the law to serve as deterrent to others.
In today’s global village concept, it is expected that the media should rise to the challenge of meeting with the idea of covering or reporting issues concerning children which include evils of child trafficking, in fact report what happens to children in Africa, Asia America, and all over the world.
Governments should invest in education and provide alternative economic opportunities for children. This will greatly reduce the number of those that will be available for trafficking. Countries should be encouraged to take action against this crime at the national level first, supported by international bodies. There should be severe penalty for traffickers at home and at the destination countries. Basic rights of the victims of trafficking must be respected bearing in mind their special needs and predicament. The press should raise awareness about migration related risks and monitoring migration trends within and between countries.
There should be a renewed campaign on the importance of the family, good family name and de-emphasis on materialism. Religious institutions should join United Nations Children Education Fund (UNICEF), National Agency for Prohibition and Trafficking in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP), Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the media to condemn the inhumane crime on child trafficking within and outside Nigeria.
Government (political will, legislation and funding) United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), National Agency for Prohibition and Trafficking in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP), Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs), International Labour Organization (ILO) and Publics should put more force in the fight against child trafficking, that is, showing a strong commitment to combat trafficking. However, the awareness of child trafficking should be translated into action especially by the media at the grassroots level.
The media should put more attention in the fight against trafficking and human labour because many families and children will be dependent on the media to inform and educate them about the danger of child trafficking. Open discussion on child protection issue by civil society and media engagement can change attitudes that condone child trafficking, also raising awareness on the effect of child trafficking on health and education of the child will help alleviate children’s vulnerability to trafficking.
To curtail the incidence of child trafficking and human labour, there is the need to increase societal awareness of issues that may affect children. Prevention of child trafficking can be done by changing those individual and community attitude, belief and circumstances which allows trafficking to occur. A well focused mass media campaign or educational programme has the potential to contribute successfully to community education and prevention of child trafficking and neglect. This is in realization of the fact that the media play significant role in informing people’s attitude and behaviour
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION
SECTION A

Demographic profile of the respondents

	Demographic information
	Please Tick

	Gender

Male
	

	
	

	Female
	

	Age
	

	20-25
	

	25-30
	

	31-35
	

	36+
	

	Marital Status
	

	Single 
	

	Married
	

	Separated
	

	Widowed
	

	Education Level
	

	WAEC
	

	BS.c
	

	MS.c
	

	MBA
	


SECTION B

Has broadcasting media been campaigning against child labour and human trafficking in Nigeria?

	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


To what extent has broadcasting media helped in the campaign against child labour and trafficking in Nigeria?

	Options
	Please Tick

	High Extent
	

	Low Extent
	

	Undecided
	


Has the campaign against child labour and trafficking by broadcast media created awareness of the situation among citizens?

	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


