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ABSTRACT

The rate at which innocent lives have been muddied in Nigeria by the problem of kidnapping and abduction is concerning, since the impact of kidnapping is becoming severe in Nigerians to the point that everyone is sleeping with one eye open. This scenario has frightened both domestic and foreign investors away from establishing in Nigeria, which has contributed to  unfathomable economic downturn. Hence, this study aimed at having a comparative analysis of The Punch and The Guardian newspapers in the coverage of kidnapping in the South West Nigeria. It analyzed the content of two (2) Nigerian newspapers: The Punch and Guardian newspapers in their coverage of South West region (especially Ogun, Ekiti and Ondo) Kidnapping from  February 2021 to April 2021. The researcher systematically selected a sample size of 112 editions of the two (2) newspapers for three (3) months to generate data for the study. 79 editions out of the sample do not have stories on Kidnapping while 115 editions of the total sample yielded 194 stories on South West Kidnapping which were analyzed. The major findings are that Nigerian newspapers down played the coverage of issues about South West region Kidnapping. The Nigerian newspaper coverage of abduction and kidnapping in southwest suffered lack of in-depth and interpretative analysis. The findings showed that the volume of coverage was poor. The published materials were not given prominence by virtue of their placement or position in the newspapers as over 78.6% of them were placed in the inside pages of the newspaper. It was concluded that there was much of quantitative coverage than qualitative coverage because of the high disparity between the numbers of straight news items to interpretative news items. It was recommended that newspaper coverage of Kidnapping in  South West should be investigative and interpretative journalism-driven instead of mere reportage of straight news stories which doesn’t add much in the fight against terrorism and general information and education of the public.  

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1
Background of the Study

During the past decade and a half, Nigeria had an extraordinary succession of agitations in the form of kidnappings and abductions, armed robberies, bombings, and carnages of varying magnitudes. Despite the fact that kidnapping has occurred since the beginning of time, its prominence in the current administration is troubling, necessitating bold solutions to make Nigeria a safe place to live. As a result of its global popularity, kidnapping has become a generic term in both public and private speech. Kidnapping is a criminal conduct in which a person is taken against their will to an unknown location by another person for reasons unknown to them (Dulami & Busayo, 2013).

The media has always been at the forefront of reporting crime in society, supporting society in remaining informed about what is going on within and outside of it. The manner in which crime is reported in the media differs across cultural, ideological, and societal boundaries. In Nigeria, the media is usually blamed for fueling the crime wave by glamorizing journalism or failing to move beyond objective/neutral crime reporting storylines (Dulami & Busayo, 2013). It is pointless to emphasize the obvious: media coverage of crime may help people notice and distribute the issue constructively. This suggests that the media has a critical role in supporting society in combatting crime, including kidnapping.

According to Ngwama (2016), the phrase "kidnapping," which has become well-known and repugnant in the ears, was created by combining the terms "kid" (child) and "nab" (abduction) (to grab). Contrary to popular belief, the scourge of kidnapping in Nigeria has spread far beyond the abduction of children, with this administration witnessing a slew of mayhem and kidnappings of government officials, lawmakers, important individuals, professors, royal families, kinsmen, and even certain monarchs who were abducted from their palace.

Kidnapping appears to be easier than other forms of significant crimes. According to Davidson (2015), a gang of thugs equipped with pistols and mobile phones kidnaps unsuspecting victims and transports them to a secluded place where they begin making phone calls to whomever they can and demand a ransom. Police officers, who are entrusted with protecting the public, are usually unprepared for the task at hand. They assume their task is accomplished if they are able to locate the kidnappers, but they never hear from them.

Uzoma & Nwanegbo-Ben (2017) conducted a more in-depth examination of kidnapping and hostage-taking in southern Nigeria. Their research concentrated on Southern Nigeria, where the causative factors may be limited to economic difficulties, while the principal cause of abduction in the South-South is environmental conflict, while poverty and terrorism may be the key causes in the Northwestern and Northeastern regions.

According to Criminal Law, kidnapping is the unlawful transfer of a person, usually to detain the victim in false imprisonment without legal authorisation. This behavior may be committed largely for the purpose of extracting a ransom or in connection with child custody as a result of a marital quarrel. As a consequence, this study concludes that kidnapping may also be referred to as abduction or holding someone hostage in order to get a ransom from the victim's family, as a sacrifice for ritual money, or as an extenuating appeasement in order to obtain a political position.

In light of this, Nnamani (2016) confirms that the primary causes of abduction are avarice and quick unearned money. Other factors that contribute to kidnapping include moral turpitude, unemployment, the failure to enforce applicable laws, and political thugs' easy access to firearms and ammunition. Similarly, Uzoma & John (2014) demonstrated that hostage taking and kidnapping have occurred in Nigeria in various forms and for various reasons, but it is now one of Nigeria's economic endeavors because certain criminals exploit it as a huge industry and a constant source of money, particularly in the South-East. However, abduction is a serious problem that disrupts the country's peace and harmony. To summarize, this study found that kidnapping has spread to Nigeria's nooks and crannies as a result of poverty, unemployment, idleness, dissatisfaction, and loneliness among the youth, all of which motivate unhappy people to join together in order to conduct violence and crimes. In light of this, Afolabi (2013) discovers that unemployment is a huge concern in the majority of the world's countries. Nigeria, as a developing country, has a high rate of youth unemployment, which has become one of the country's most serious threats to national security.

Youths are a formidable force, and if their energies are properly channeled, there would be immense growth and development in that country; however, if their energies are dissipated on activities that are detrimental to national development, such a country would face a slew of problems, as stated by Uzoma & John (2014).

Similarly, parental neglect, a lack of proper counseling, poor skill acquisition, and drop-out syndrome among youths have led many youths to migrate from rural areas to cities, where they have been seduced with cash benefits and conscripted into various types of gangs or secret cults, where they have been trained as ethnic militia to unleash terror on innocent people in society. 
1.2 Statement of the Problem

The escalating level of insecurity in Nigeria is cause for concern since it affects everyone. Churches, mosques, stores, schools, households, and roadways are all at risk. The trauma of kidnapping has left abductees and their families scarred. Nigeria is losing foreign investment. According to Adesina in 2013, stated that Nigerians are paying the price for poor governance and leadership failures.

One of the topics that attracts the attention of both the population and the government of a particular society is the security of lives and property. Indeed, any breach of security, whether in the form of kidnapping, abduction, bomb explosion, or other means, that may result in bodily damage to a victim, destruction of property, or loss of human life, is typically viewed with disdain by the majority of peace-loving people.

One may argue that the mass media, which has a social role to provide the public with accurate information about specific societal events, should have paid greater attention to abduction fears and educated the public accordingly.

Increasing information and awareness about a particular subject, such as kidnapping, and illustrating crisis patterns are two of the most important strategies of mass media reporting. While the broadcast media (such as television channels and radio stations) may not have given such issues more air time due to the overwhelming number of other programs, it is assumed that the print media (such as dailies and magazines) did not adequately report on those concerns, given the periodic nature of newspaper reporting (Afolabi, 2013).

With the increasing presence of newspaper publications in society, their management power and role in various social situations, such as kidnapping, becomes increasingly important. National dailies must avoid broadcasting false information and maintain public impression by offering accurate, authentic, and one-of-a-kind news and stories. This is because everything they post as headlines or news has an influence on the wider public. To limit the amount of conflicting and confusing information, media publications and news writers must ensure that their news sources are reputable, reliable, authentic, and up to date. As a result, a comparative examination of the Punch and Guardian media' coverage of kidnapping in south-western Nigeria is required.
1.3   Objectives of the Study

The main focus of this study is to a comparative analysis of the punch and the guardian newspapers in the coverage of kidnapping in the south west Nigeria. Specifically it seeks:

To examine the causes of kidnapping in South West, Nigeria

To investigate the frequency with which kidnapping is covered in the selected Nigerian newspapers.

To investigate the prominence given to the reporting of kidnapping in the selected Nigerian Newspapers.

To examine the depth of coverage given to kidnapping in the selected Nigerian Newspapers.

To examine the direction of reportage of kidnapping stories in Nigerian Newspapers, the Punch and the guardian

1.4 
Research Questions
  In this study, an attempt will be sufficiently made to answer the following questions.

What are the causes of kidnapping in Nigeria?

What is the frequency with which kidnapping is  covered in the selected Nigerian Newspapers?

What is the prominence given to the reporting of kidnapping in the selected Nigerian Newspapers?

What is the depth of coverage given to kidnapping in the selected Nigerian Newspapers?

What is the direction of reportage of kidnapping stories in Nigerian newspapers, The Punch and the Guardian?

1.5  Significance of the Study 

The study will be useful to newspaper publishers, journalists, government officials, security personnel, and the general public. This study will undoubtedly aid professional journalists in terms of how to cover and report on kidnapping cases, civil unrest, and crises of all dimensions (s).

It will raise the government's awareness of security flaws and the necessity to develop credible and implementable measures to stem the onslaught of attacks on the ordinary man and strengthen national security.

This research will educate security personnel in Nigeria on the need of being exposed (through periodic training) to internationally tenable best practices and know-how of counter-abduction methods in order to improve their operational efficiency in countering violent crimes, terrorism, armed robbery, and kidnapping. Furthermore, the study will add to the current body of literature and act as a reference source for any future research in this sector.
1.6  Scope of the study

The scope of this study covers a comparative analysis of The Punch and The Guardian Newspapers in the coverage of kidnapping in the south west Nigeria. The study traced the quantitative and qualitative elements of news feature, editorials, letters and opinion articles, pictures and cartoons as reported in The Punch and the Guardian Newspapers. Also done by the study is the measurement of the content of the two daily newspapers and their extent of coverage, and equally presents the results in the tables and charts.  
1.7  Definition of Terms  

Abduction: Abduction is an act of taking somebody away illegally, especially using force. 

Kidnapping: Kidnapping is a  criminal offense consisting of the unlawful taking and carrying away of a person by force or fraud or the unlawful seizure and detention of a person against his will. 

Newspapers: Newspapers according are “publications usually issued on a daily or weekly basis. 

Newspaper Coverage: This is also referred to as press coverage. Press coverage is the art of gathering, collecting, processing, recording, and disseminating news and information through the process of mass communication which includes newspapers, magazines, radio and television”.  

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

KIDNAPPING

Kidnapping is defined as the kidnapping of a person against his will with the goal of detaining him in illegal confinement in order to extract a ransom or in furtherance of another crime (adapted from encyclopedia 2021). According to this concept, three factors are required to establish the act of abduction.

These aspects are: (i)taking a person away without his agreement; (ii)holding a person in false imprisonment or unlawful detention/confinement; and (iii)extortion of the victim (the kidnappee) through ransoming or coerced compliance.

The notion of abduction has been connected with a variety of cognate phrases through the years, necessitating its clarification.

For example, the term "abduction" is used to describe a type of kidnapping in which the victim is a child or a minor; therefore, the phrase "child abduction." The term "hostage-taking" refers to a pattern of kidnapping that is popular among militias during times of civil unrest. It is used as a method to generate finances as well as elicit strategic trade-offs in the pursuit of a shared purpose. Furthermore, the concept of 'captivity' refers to abduction in the context of warfare, when hostages may be seized from any side in an attempt to gain military advantage. The term "ransom" is used in a particular meaning to denote the practice of detaining a prisoner or object in order to extract money or other goods in exchange for his/her release.

Literally, the phrase, which has become renowned, nasty, and unpleasant in almost everyone's ears, is derived from "kid," which means "child," and "nab," which means "to kidnap" (Ngwama J. 2016). According to Davidson (2010), as stated in (Ngwama J. 2016),a group of criminals armed with guns and cell phones apprehend unsuspecting victims and drag their victim into a secluded spot and begin to make phone calls to whomever and demand for a ransom. Kidnapping,in whatever way defined, is an organized crime characterized by the unlawful, purposeful loss of a person's freedom of movement in order to extort money or other benefits from the victim.

Kidnapping is not a new or emerging crime, as some observers may believe (Caplan, 2011; Okoli, 2011). (2015). It has long been recognized as a significant criminal disorder in contemporary society (Gallapher & Tzanelli, 2009 cited in Okoli 2015). Nonetheless, current scholarly thinking on the subject is still evolving. In this light, the actuality of kidnapping has been variably interpreted from the following perspectives:

(i)Criminal Intention

(ii)Primitive amassing; 

Capitalist transaction and/or exploitation that is perverse (Tzanelli, 2009; Hobsbawn, 2000; Detotto, McCannon & Vannini, 2012).

Tzanelli (2009), in what passes for a political economics perspective, cites Okoli (2015), who sees kidnapping as an exchange. Kidnapping, he claims, is a "kind of transaction based in modern socioeconomic and political systems of society." He goes on to say that “kidnapping is the illegal counterpart of a lawful exploitation system that has existed for centuries: capitalism exchange.” The concept of trade, as suggested by the preceding, is central to every abduction situation. However, exchange in abduction does not follow the logic of an open market transaction, in which the conditions are open and readily negotiated. Instead, trade in abduction is forced and determined by the kidnapper's illegitimate whims (s). The trade can take several forms, including material, political, and symbolic exchanges.

HISTORY OF KIDNAPPING

In contrast to Mohamed K. (2008), quoted in Abdulkabir O.S (2017), who claims that the notion of kidnapping arose around 1682, Turner (1998), quoted in Abdulkabir O.S (2017), claims that the menace of kidnapping arose in the 17th century in England, where children were kidnapped and sold as slaves or agricultural labor to colonial farmers. According to Odoh (2010), the current wave of kidnapping in Nigeria began in late 2005 with the abduction of expatriate oil workers by the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger-Delta (MEND, a youth organization) as a method of alerting the world to the region's long years of injustice, exploitation, marginalization, and underdevelopment. 

 Nnamani L. (2015) claims that the early occurrence of abduction may have been copied from the Niger Delta region, when terrorists abducted several oil workers in February 2006 in order to attract worldwide attention to the dire situation in the oil-rich Niger Delta area, with the victims predominantly foreigners. 

Inyang and Abraham (2013), on the other hand, argue that the seriousness of abduction is so great that it has essentially touched everyone in our society. The contemporary dimension of abduction became alarming in the Niger Delta region when extremists seized several oil employees in February 2006, purportedly to call worldwide attention to the poor situation in the country's oil-rich Niger Delta area, although foreigners are their main target. Since then, the societal problem of abduction has spread like wildfire over much of the country, particularly in the country's south-eastern area. Foreigners are no longer the only targets; nearly every Nigerian is now a target. 

Meanwhile, Ugwuoke (2016) contends that to say kidnapping is a problem in modern Nigeria is an understatement since, according to him, kidnapping in Nigeria first gained national attention on February 25, 2006, when restive youths in the Niger Delta abducted several foreign oil workers in order to press home their demand for restitution and increased infrastructure development. Since then, not only has this heinous crime grown commonplace, but it has also been brazenly sold in several sections of the country. 

According to Thom-Otuya (2010), kidnapping and hostage-taking in Nigeria began in the Niger Delta area in 1999, with abduction for ransom becoming common in 2005. It is now spreading like wildfire in the neighboring South East, South West, and the whole Northern Hemisphere.

CAUSES OF KIDNAPPING IN NIGERIA

The widespread of kidnapping in Nigeria is worrisome and calls for incisive solution. Meanwhile, the outcome of this research shows that Nigeria has twirled to a nation of restiveness, insurgent attack, religious violence and incessant kidnapping which discourage many people to have hoped that Nigeria will be reform as a better nation to live. Meanwhile, some of the factors that responsible for the unlawful detention or holding people hostage include the following:

Unemployment 

The prevalence of unemployment in Nigeria in the twenty-first century has grown geometrically, and all aggressive measures put forth by the federal government to stem the tide have failed miserably, to the point that the number of unemployed youngsters continues to rise on a daily basis. As a result, it is distressing to hear how Nigerian graduates are wasting their lives while looking for work, despite their professional achievements. Many of them  are paraded as sex hawkers to politicians in order to get a job, many others are taken into service as political propaganda to cause chaos in their varied societies, and the lucky ones are serving as political bloggers on social media to propagate fraudulent and counterfeit material in favor of political henchmen. As a result of this harmful recruiting, these young people have turned into monsters, resulting in an increase in robberies and kidnappings. It is critical to note that unemployment is one of the most significant challenges confronting Nigeria, as well as many other nations throughout the world, because it is a worldwide phenomena, as simply described by Adesina O. (2013), who concludes that a nation's qualified workforce is disengaged from the nation's service. 

According to Kilishi A., Mobolaji H., Usman A., Yakubu A., and Yaru M. (2014), the growing trend of crime in Nigeria is commonly blamed on the high prevalence of unemployment. As a result, Suleiman A. (2017) states that one of the key factors that led adolescents to become awful actors is the problem of unemployment in Nigeria. He referred to the well-known adage of the elder that the ‘devil works in idle hands,' but the Nigerian government underestimates the detrimental influence of unemployed people.

Poverty 

Poverty is one of the factors that contribute to many individuals becoming known criminals in Nigeria. Poverty is defined as a financial inability or a lack of essential necessities to live a sensible life. The plague of poverty is the lack of basic necessities such as money, food, water, and shelter, among others, which demoralizes the less fortunate to be tormented with the wrath of anomaly (Suleiman A.O 2016). 
Meanwhile, this study shows that poverty has turned many youth into unscrupulous kidnappers as a result of unrelenting starvation and a lack of resources to withstand the economic collapse. According to Adesina O. (2013), Nigeria is presently confronting major job challenges and widespread decent employment deficiencies, a trend that has the potential to exacerbate the spread of poverty. As a result of this research, it has been discovered that the higher the price of products and services in Nigeria, the bigger the number of poor people living in unlimited starvation, and the higher the growth of poverty in a particular community, the bigger the number of crime and damaging vices prevalent in that community. In this regard, many people, out of desperation, decided to kidnap well-to-do people in the  society since the widespread of poverty in Nigeria has incurred outrageous predicament to the life of many Nigerians, which is why Suleiman (2016) concludes that poverty has triggered perilous spectrum to the life of people in Nigeria ever since before this current administration, and thus, more than 60% of the population is at risk. In contrast to the amount of poverty that plagues Nigerians, this country is endowed with natural resources as as oil, gas, and other precious raw materials, however as mystery hunger kills hundreds every day, politicians are burying money in a hidden away pit while some of them acquire luxury property that is not practical to their daily requirements. As a form of retribution, several adolescents banded together to abduct and demand large ransoms from well-to-do people who are unwilling to help their immediate situations.

Ritual and spiritual proclivity 

The prevalence of ritual and spiritual predilection is one of the key causes of abduction in Nigeria. Kidnapping for ritual purposes include murdering or cutting a bodily part of an abducted person in order to use it as an object of ritual sacrifice in order to get ritual money, favor, fame, success, power, and protection (Oyewole S. 2016).

This study showed that many politicians use ritual, charms, and different sorts of occult activities to seek protection and success in elections from supernatural powers. Politicians were witnessed using various types of weaponry to protect themselves from assassination, and all of this reflects the current political landscape (Jegede O. 2014). Kidnapping for ritual is the unlawful kidnapping of a person in order to murder and/or sever a portion of his or her body for ritual sacrifice (Oyewole S. 2016). Meanwhile, the findings of this study demonstrate that many individuals were abducted and afterwards returned with their heads severed, eyes removed, genital and breast severed, and arm and leg amputated. All of these parts of the body are being severed as ingredients for sacrifice in order to get large sums of money, governmental appointments, or celebrity. Human sacrifice is a blood sacrifice that involves the killing of a living being as a ceremonial offering to a deity or spirit, generally in the hope of receiving a return in the form of good fortune, whether generic or as the fulfillment of a specific petition (La-Fontaine J. 2011). Victims are frequently charmed and rendered unconscious by abductors at the time of capture. After being abducted for ceremonial purposes, more victims die than survive (Oyewole S. 2016). In Nigeria, the action of ritual and spiritual killers was equivalent to the threat of kidnapping. Meanwhile, the widespread practice of kidnapping for ritual and sacrifice has become a natural phenomena, leading many people to think that opening the door to prosperity requires the use of human blood to placate the gods of earth or the devil.

Political parochialism 

The involvement of politicians in the rise of ruffians and higher murders in Nigeria, particularly during political campaigns, has morphed into criticizing kidnappers who receive ammo from politicians and use it to catch them after the trust has been violated. Meanwhile, Emanemua and Akintolu (2016) asserted that the political relevance of thugs and hooligans to party hopefuls during campaign seasons appears to have had a trickle-down and spill-over effect on countless innocent persons. Previously unemployed youngsters recruited by political godfathers to sow disruption, steal voting boxes, and even kidnap viable political members from rival parties have now turned their seasonal profession into a full-time business. Politicians are the godfathers of kidnappers in Nigeria because they use their money to recruit unemployed kids and teach them to become monsters in preparation for the upcoming election.

Insecurity 

In Nigeria, the degree of insecurity has raised the crime rate and terrorist attacks in many sections of the country, with disastrous effects for the nation's economy and corporate growth. Despite the government's efforts to alleviate the threat of insecurity in Nigeria, the country's poor ranking in the Global Peace Index has been confirmed (Ifeoma O. Purity N. & Anagbogu T. 2015). As a result of insecurity, vices such as insurgency, thieving, kidnapping, and abduction are treated with a tepid attitude in Nigeria, stifling change and structural development. This is due to the fact that when there is a security concern in the nation, funds intended for such improvements are openly shifted toward combating such dangers in the nation (Usman I.& Mathew D. 2014).

At the moment, no portion of the country is completely secure, since different parts of the country are experiencing one sort of instability or another (Ariya D., Omale A, Ezeala L. 2016). Meanwhile, the inability of successive Nigerian administrations to solve issues such as poverty, unemployment, and unequal income distribution across ethnic nationalities has resulted in discontent, agitation, and violent crimes against the Nigerian state by certain people and organizations. Militancy, abduction, bombing, armed robbery, and vandalism of government facilities are examples of such crimes (Nwagboso C. 2012). 

As a result of the aforementioned remark, Emanemua A. and Akintolu T. (2016) noted that the scourge of kidnapping continues to expand wing owing to incidents of failed capture of offenders and successful collection of ransom by captors, and many Nigerians seemed to have lost interest in security officers whom they sometimes regard as collaborators with the perpetrators. However, the phrase insecurity refers to a state in which individuals lack faith in the institutions and leaders who are supposed to safeguard their lives, property, and well-being, resulting in trauma, fear, wrath, despair, suspicion, and distrust in their life. 

Similarly, Adebakin M. (2012) defined security as independence from danger or threats, as well as a nation's capacity to defend and develop itself, promote and cherish ideals and legitimate interests, and improve the well-being of its people. This may be maintained by utilizing an internal security mechanism. According to the findings of this study, the detrimental influence of insecurity on kidnapping and abduction of famous individuals, government officials, and monarchs from their palaces was prospering since the kidnappers did not fear any security obstacles. To that aim, Ogedebe P. and Jacob B. (2012) agreed that the growth of any society is heavily reliant on the protection of residents' lives and property. A secure environment will promote intellectual minds who will be a wonderful benefit to nation building, as well as provide an environment for the expansion of infrastructure development.

Prevalence of intake of illicit substances

Alcohol is one of the illegal drugs that creates irreparable problems in Nigeria, such as abduction, senseless bloodshed, and a slew of other imperial crimes. In essence, alcohol is a hazardous drug that affects a broad variety of bodily organs and creates adverse hazards to health, particularly the brain cavity, yet it is ingested by the vast majority of Nigerians. This study showed that alcohol is one of Satan's vexing deceptions used to captivate humanity in order to inflict evil on Earth. As a result, the psychoactive effects they caused included drowsiness, euphoria, mood shifts, phantasm of the wicked imagination, perceptual and other cognitive abnormalities, and direct effects on motor neurons. In the same way, alcohol damages the memory of talented individuals by combining a moral element with a motor component that affects the brain box.

It is important to remember that alcohol causes the mind to downplay the seriousness of sin, especially when it comes to protecting human blood unnecessarily. This study indicates that the majority of the kidnappers and executioners were accustomed to alcoholic consumption, including Methamphetamine, Tramol, Tranabolic steroids, Club drug, Cocaine, Heroin, Inhalant, Burukutu, Marijuana, and narcotic wine. It is worth noting that most kidnappers committed this heinous deed after bingeing on heavy drugs. To lessen the threat of abduction and other harmful vices, the government should adopt proactive measures based on guiding principles that would mitigate the bad effects of alcohol in Nigeria. In other words, the government should pass legislation prohibiting the sale and use of hard narcotics and intoxicants potent enough to impair mental ability.

NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF KIDNAPPING

Print media, particularly newspapers, has been acknowledged as one of the most successful modes of communication. This is owing to its distinct characteristics of reader control, exposure, and persistence. Aside from that, it is a dependable route that policymakers, governments, and organizations utilize to reach their target audiences and fulfill their communication goals. Crimes impact everyone; as a result, they should be dealt fairly and without regard for the law or legal difficulties. Most journalists are aware of a "code of conduct" that governs their industry, which states that criminals should not be tried on the pages of a newspaper.

Following an analysis of print media coverage of diversity and conflict issues by many scholars, Papacharissi, Z. & Oliveiya, M. F. (2018) identify common media practices that contribute negatively to crime and crisis situations as follows: selective reporting of judicial stereotypes about groups and individuals, reporting inter-group conflicts outside of its fundamentals- sociology,  Publishing inflammatory remarks against specific persons or organizations in letters to the editor, attributing remarks by individuals to groups, making broad generalizations that are not supported by facts, and so on. These are the acts that the media must refrain from if it wants to have a real influence on preventing crime in Nigeria (Nwabueze & Ebeze, 2015).

Print Media, National Security Development, and Strategic Communication Against Terrorism,” indicated that the mass media may be utilized successfully for strategic communication against kidnapping. This is based on the premise that strategic communication is the framework towards which media material aims (Umerri & Galadima, 2015).

According to the experts, the essence of human life is such that we all rely on one another to communicate. Individuals, groups, organizations, and institutions all experiment with various forms of communication. Social scientists have widely acknowledged the communication process and have focused on its success or failure, impacts, and improvement. This advancement in communication is visible in many areas of human endeavor today. From the primitive age, when communication was essentially primal, through the age of the introduction of newspapers, radio, and television, urbanization and modernity enabled fresh input into the evolution of mass communication. These processes of changing change they maintained had, over time, rendered society complicated, necessitating a heavy reliance on mass media. The mass media of communication, particularly the press, are those organs tasked with concurrently conveying information, ideas, and attitudes to a diverse populace. As powerful means for promoting awareness, the print media may set the agenda on problems, elevating them to the level of national debate. It is the power of the media that may draw public attention. The media is supposed to provide fair and eloquent coverage of national security and kidnappings.

According to Aliyu A,  Alkali A. & Eric A. (2021), the vocabulary used by the newspaper to report on and analyze insurgent terrorist groups and their operations is vitally essential since the language used frequently sets the limits for public conversation. The phraseology and language of insurgency terrorists and government officials are typically at conflict, thus the media is obliged to embrace one or the other's word or phrase, which then becomes the standard manner to represent that thought in public.

Terrorist groups would always utilize their own extremely powerful phraseology and vocabulary anytime they wish to publish a statement in order to get an advantage in this respect. When issuing a statement or claiming credit for a terror incident, terrorist groups such as the Boko Haram Islamic sect are known to constantly utilize Arabic in their voice and video footage. This is to guarantee that they maintain influence over the media, which is obligated to accept and interpret the literal meaning of the phraseology used in their statement. As a result, if a terrorist organization or counter-terrorism outfit can persuade the media to adopt their nomenclature, they have already achieved a significant psychological win.

According to Muobike, O. I. (2018), when the media all sing the same song, the general public believes it is being accurately informed, but this is not the case. Not everyone has the time or motivation to become well-informed on the numerous topics and seek things out, especially when alternative media presents contradictory interpretations of truth. The news media can manipulate or color stories to suit their purposes. They might incite public outrage over specific subjects or conceal critical facts. This might put pressure on the government to give in to terrorist demands or take action.

According to empirical data in the literature, studies have explored mass media coverage of topics of national and worldwide importance. Some of these research found that kidnapping is worthy of media attention. However, as recorded in the literature by (Inyang et al 2013), the degree of importance, frequency, and direction given to such occurrences or concerns by the press falls to a lower position. According to Hazen and Horner (2007), as stated in Aminu A and Abubakar A(2020), kidnapping instances necessitate a comprehensive assessment of the problem in order to discover its underlying elements and catastrophic repercussions for policy suggestions for addressing the problem in Nigeria and abroad.

As a result, the level of attention given to kidnapping instances by the Nigerian press impacts how Nigerians feel and think about kidnapping and its effects. As the “Fourth Estate of the Realm,” the media is supposed to bring kidnapping cases into the public eye, setting the agenda and keeping its broad audiences informed.

OVERVIEW OF KIDNAPPING CASES IN SOUTHWEST

A result of a recent survey it conducted shows that you are more likely to be abducted in the South West than any other region in Nigeria.”

Contrary to the perception that kidnapping is more prevalent in the South East and South South geo-political zones, a recent survey shows that people are more likely to be kidnapped in the South West than any other region in Nigeria.

The 2013 National Crime Victimisation and Safety Survey conducted by CLEEN Foundation with support from the United States based Macarthur Foundation shows that the South West has the highest incidents of kidnapping with 5 per cent of the respondent from the region saying they have either been kidnapped or attempts have been made to kidnap them Patricia, C. E., & Olusegun, O. W. (2015).

However in 2021 the narratives has changed to North region being the den of terrorist atttacks, banditry and Kidnapping. A year after the six governors of the Nigerian south-west states established Amotekun as a state-based law enforcement agency, kidnapping and killings have remained rampant in the region.The governors  launched Operation Amotekun with fanfare in January 2020, in response to worsening security challenges in the region. Governors Rotimi Akeredolu of Ondo, Seyi Makinde of Oyo, Dapo Abiodun of Ogun, Babajide Sanwo-olu of Lagos, Gboyega Oyetola of Osun and Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti announced the establishment of the new security outfits after their respective state Houses of Assembly passed the bill for their establishment into law. 

According to the governors, Amotekun, a name derived from the Yoruba word for the cheetah, will support the Nigerian police, a federal agency, in fighting crime in their six states and curb clashes between farmers and roaming cattle herders. 

In November 2020, a traditional ruler in Ondo State, the Olufon of Ifon in Ose Local Government Area, Israel Adeusi, was killed by suspected kidnappers at Elegbeka area, along the Benin-Owo-Akure expressway. Many other persons were also reportedly killed  or kidnapped in Ondo between November and the time of this publication. Some herders even visited Mr Falae’s farm again late last year and destroyed his harvested crops.

The Guardian (2021)  also reported many cases of killing and kidnapping in Ekiti State. The kidnapped victims include local farmers, Chinese contractors, and travellers. There were also cases of high-profile robbery in Ekiti State. 

In Osun State, kidnapping has also remained the order of the day, especially on Ife-Akure and Ibadan-Ife expressways.

In Oyo, kidnappings and killings have also remained rampant especially in the Oke-Ogun and Ibarapa axis.

The Punch (2021) investigation in February revealed the abductions and killings that exposed Oyo’s herder crisis. The security challenges led to the illegal intervention of a self-acclaimed activist, Sunday Igboho. The situation is not different in Ogun, where the security challenges range from farmers-herders killings to abductions of traditional rulers, students and travelers. Insecurity in the state has displaced some citizens who are currently refugees in Benin Republic.

In Lagos, Amotekun was incorporated into the existing Lagos State Neighbourhood Safety Corps (LSNSC). Despite this, violent crimes like cult clashes, traffic robbery and indiscriminate killings remain on the high side.

 MODE OF PRINT MEDIA IN CRISES AND CRIME REPORTING

Throughout history, media experts have been concerned in the form of crime reporting. Perspectives on the function and handling of crime reporting in the media differ along many ethical lines—teleological, deontological, absolutist, or relativist. In Nigeria, the media is sometimes accused of feeding the crime wave by glamourizing or neglecting to go beyond the objective/neutral narrative of the theoretical 5Ws and H of crime reportage (Dunlami and Busayo, 2013).

In keeping with the above argument, Adisa and Abdulhareem (2012) asserted that, for a long time, traditional coverage of conflicts in Nigeria and throughout the world has been tainted by spectacular stories that intensify conflicts and advocate violence. When it comes to reporting on disputes, the media frequently resorts to the following less-than-ideal methods:

1.The media mostly reports on current occurrences. They don't say anything about what caused such incidents.

2.They focus on the negative aspects of the dispute while remaining mute about the peace effort.

3. They frequently have a spectacular and emotive tone.

4. Who are the people who produce the news? They usually concentrate on strong people, political leaders, the wealthy, and the famous who dwell in towns and cities.

5.They frequently serve to perpetuate prejudices.

6.When narrating a tale, they pick not only who and what to put within the frame, but also who and what to exclude.

Following an analysis of media coverage of diversity and conflict issues by many scholars, Papacharissi Z & Oliveiya M. (2018) identified common media practices that tend to contribute negatively to crisis situations as follows: selective reporting of prejudicial stereotypes about groups and individuals, reporting intergroup conflicts outside of their fundamental sociological, economic, and political contexts.

These are the acts that the media must refrain from in order to have a real influence on combatting insecurity in Nigeria; else, they (the media) would be perceived as feeding insecurity (Nwabueze and Ebeze, 2013).

2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The study is espoused on Agenda Setting Theory and Framing Theory.

Agenda Setting Theory 

The theory as proposed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald L. Shaw in 1972/1973 says that the media (especially the news media) are not always successful in telling us what to think, but are quite successful at telling us what to think about (Asemah, 2011 ). Izuogu (2009) cited in Aliyu A. et’al (2021) noted that “agenda-setting theory refers to the media’s capacity to cause an issue to be elevated to importance in the minds of the public through repeated focus or coverage”. 

This statement was supported by Anyadike (2009) cited in Aliyu A. et’al (2021), who opined that “the basic principle in the agenda-setting theory is the ability of the mass media to restructure the audience thinking and perception of events”. 
Izuogu (2009) observed that;  “Considerable evidence have accumulated that editors and broadcasters play an important role in shaping our reality as they go about their day-to-day task of choosing and displaying news…In short, the mass media may not be successful in telling us what to think but they are stunningly successful in telling us what to think about’. From a close consideration of the above statement, it is apparent that the media through its news selection establish not only issues of public importance, but also determine how much importance to attach to a given issue. The media do this through the reports they present for public consumption. Walter Lippman, an American columnist for the New York Times and a strong supporter of Harold Lasswell, writing about agenda-setting function in his famous article Public Opinion(1922) argued that the people do not deal directly with their environment as well as they respond to ‘pictures’ in their heads. Lippman (1922) as cited in Baran and Davis (2006) notes that: For the real environment is altogether too big, too complex, and too fleeting for direct acquaintance. We are not equipped to deal with so much subtlety, so much variety, so many permutations and combinations. Although we have to act in that environment, we have to reconstruct it on a simpler model before we can manage with it. But average people just can’t e trusted to make important political decisions based on these simplified pictures. Average people have to be protected, and the important decisions have to be made by technocrats who use better models to guide their actions.  The concept of agenda-setting was further reinforced by Lang and Lang (1996) with the notion that the mass media pay attention to certain issues, they are constantly presenting objects, suggesting what individuals should think and have feeling about. 

Folarin (2002) notes that the agenda-setting theory implies that the mass media predetermine what issues are regarded as important at any given time in a given society. The agenda-setting theory does not ascribe to the media the power to determine what we actually think, but does ascribe to them the power to determine what we are thinking about. The elements involved in agenda-setting according to Folarin (1998) include: 

•
The quantity or frequency of reporting; 

•
Prominence given to the reports through headline displays, pictures and layout in newspapers, magazines, films, graphics or timing on radio and television; • The degree of conflicts generated in the reports; and 

•
Cumulative media specific effects over time.

Framing Theory

 Framing Theory, according to McQuail (2005), is a philosophical postulation that explains “the way in which news content is typically shaped and contextualized by journalists.” Therefore, Framing Theory can be applied at both macro-level and a micro-level construct. The macro refers to the frame building and presentation of schemas which serve like a window through which readers can view issues such as the arms scandal. Entman (1993) further said that Framing Theory is talking about selecting “some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such a way to promote a particular problem definition (regional, cultural or social), causal interpretation, moral evaluation or treatment recommendation for the item described.”

Concisely, the focus here is on media framing of kidnapping cases in the Nigerian newspapers, which might contribute to regional, religious, cultural and social stereotype. Framing theory also takes salience into consideration. Salience is the act of making information more prominent, noticeable, meaningful or memorable in order to enhance the probability that the receivers of a message and process it and remember it (Entman, 1993). Frames “introduce or raise salience or apparent importance of certain ideas, activating schemas that encourage target audiences to think, feel, and decide in a particular way.” Over long periods of time, kidnapping in Nigeria has potentially pique and drop on multiple occasions, with the media playing an influential role in exactly where and when this occurs. Thus, the theory holds a vital position in the understanding of how the press covered and report kidnapping cases in Nigeria. As such, media frames can also aid in changing the perception of the society on the coverage and reportage of kidnapping cases in Nigeria. The theory serves the research goal in the context of understanding the type of issue that attracts prominence by the press from August to October 2020. 

This is because ‘Agenda Theory and Framing Theory’ interrogate how the press tend to pay attention or frame stories that affect the society in the public domain and how attention is been shifted to such issues like the kidnapping cases in Nigeria.
2.3
EMPIRICAL REVIEW

In a study conducted by Christian, Okwudiri and Chukwuemeka (2015) using mixed research methods- content analysis and survey methods to investigate how selected Nigerian newspapers (The Guardian, The Sun, The Trust and Leadership Newspapers) report the Chibok school girls’ kidnapping or abduction in Government Secondary School, Chibok Borno State found that Nigerian newspapers used frames like: rescue efforts frame, hopelessness frame, political frame, religious frame, ethnic frame, conspiracy frame and economic frame in their news reports of the abducted girls and of these frames used by Nigeria newspapers, the frame of hopelessness is mostly used by the selected papers. The study also found that the South East residents who are print media audience believe that the way Nigerian press report the Chibok kidnapping or abduction influenced their perception of rescue effort negatively. 
Therefore, the researchers recommended that print media journalists and owners should understand that it does not do any country good when the media concentrate only on government frustration in the face of terrorism. Since it is established that terrorism thrives when media organization project it as succeeding, the media must learn to emphasize the strength of the government. The study recommends that other studies should look at other media contents apart from news. This will give an enriched result of media framing of terrorism, especially the abducted girls. Shutt et al, (2004) found that the threat of child kidnapping or abduction has been a socially constructed problem, resulting from mass media sensationalism and fabrication. In line with Spector and Kitsuse (2006), Shutt et al. (2004) support that the public has responded to this socially constructed problem by trying to fix it through several policy initiatives, such as Megan’s Law and Carlie’s Law. While these policy initiatives certainly address the problems of non family abductions and stereotypical kidnappings,they fail to address the issue and root causes of family abductions, which comprise the largest portion of kidnapping incidents with the media playing a significant role in terms of frequency of coverage to kidnapping cases. Muobike (2018) using the content analysis method and Entman’s Framing Theory as theoretical guide discovered in his study that the newspapers tend to give a new meaning or definition to the kidnapping or abduction like that of Chibok girls. The newspapers framed the problem as insecurity (64.4%) by giving salience to it, implying a gross existence of insecurity in the nation. He also believes that the government is part of the problem the nation has. Surprisingly, the media blamed Boko Haram to a very small extent (14.4%) implying that national insecurity could be caused by anybody and any group if the government does not put up measures to control it.


Comparative Content Analysis of Press Coverage of Kidnapping Cases in Nigeria. The study used content analysis to examine press coverage of kidnapping cases in Nigeria in the Daily Trust and The Guardian newspapers from August to October, 2020. The objectives of the study are to examine the frequency; prominence and direction so as to measure the extent of kidnapping cases by the selected newspapers. Issue Attention Cycle Theory and Framing Theory were used as theoretical framework. The basic assumption of the issue attention cycle theory is that issues regarding the environment tend to suddenly leap into prominence, remain there for a short time and then gradually fade from the center of public attention while Media Framing Theory believes that individual frame entails individual’s cognitive understanding of a given situation. The study found that the two newspapers reported kidnapping cases more in their inside pages with 52.6% (Daily Trust) and 46.8% (The Guardian).

In 2014, Okoro & Chukwuma, conducted a study entitled  “Reporting Violent Insurgencies in Postcolonial Nigeria: An Analysis of Audience Assessment of Nigerian Broadcast Media Reportage of Crises and  Insurgence”. The study was done to ascertain the perception of the audience on broadcast media reportage of the Boko herdsmen attack and  insurgency. Survey research method was employed for the study while questionnaire served as the instrument for data collection. The residents of six 
systematically selected cities from the six geo-political zones of Nigeria constituted the study population from where a sample of 400 was drawn using Taro Yamane formular. The study unveiled, amongst others, that so far, the television media have not adequately reported the Bandits attacks and Boko Haram insurgency. 
Ngwu, Efetober, Ekwe & Chukwuma, in 2019, did a study on “Rethinking Terrorism and Banditry Reportage for Sustainable Development: An Analysis of Television  Coverage of the Boko Haram Terrorism and  Herdsmen attack  in Nigeria.” The study took a national scope in Nigeria, with the collection of primary data from six randomly selected cities, one from each of the six geopolitical zones of the country. Using survey research method, questionnaire was employed to collect primary data for the study. Based on the statistical analysis and test of hypotheses, it was found, amongst others, that media reports on Boko Haram and bandit activities in Nigeria are glorying terror.

In a scholar  Journal of Applied Sciences and research 2021(innovation_info2020),  a study was carried out titled “Bias and conflict reportage in Nigeria Media: The case of Tivs/Fulani Herdsmen”,the study set out to test whether group affiliation can cause perception of bias in news and if so, what are the possible consequences on the media involved. Respondents in Gwagwalada, Abuja and the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camp in Daudu, Benue state of Nigeria, were requested to read and assess a standardized news story published by This Day newspaper on the killings attributed to Fulani herdsmen of two Catholic priests and many others in Benue state. The result shows low confidence in the media outlet among those who perceived its news story as biased.  The publication argues that no matter how objective the media reports may be, partisans with pre-existing notions will expect that the media will be biased against them because they do not perceive it as representative enough of their position. The research suggests though that the media can do more in de-escalation of crisis by refraining from using words and phrases that can stereotype parties in a conflict.

2.4
SUMMARY OF LITERATURE REVIEW

The media in its reportage of conflict and crises phenomenon in Nigeria like most other conflict prone society is culpable in stoking crises and making it for citizens to doubt the genuineness  of their information. The failure of the media and the practitioners alike to rise up to practicing their profession according to the ideal media ethics has generated the emergent quest for transparency in media in conflict and crises reporting. This quest is derived from the expedient need for media to play key roles in peace building in the country and to serve their the social responsibility for the common man despite the influence of political actors to jeopardize the truth and see that information released by media are always in their favor instead of saying it as it to help victims of crises. Thus having done an empirical review, Although The Punch and the Guardian Newspapers have been trying to cultivate the best practices of journalism, there are still gaps that they need to fill in reporting crises in order to make them more effective.This chapter utilized social responsibility theory and individual differences theory to support the review. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1  Research Design

 
This study is a content analysis of two Nigerian newspapers. To achieve the objective of comparing this two distinct papers and presenting a detailed outline of what they covered during the period under study, content analysis was utilized as a research methodology. Content analysis is considered the most appropriate method of study since it involves the analysis of the manifest content of the four selected newspapers under study.  

According to Wimmer and Dominick (2011), “the goal of content analysis is an accurate representation of a body of messages”. Supporting this statement, Ohaja (2003) writes that content analysis refers to the examination of the manifest content of communication to discover the pattern existing therein. The data generated from the two newspapers were subjected to qualitative and quantitative analysis. Qualitative analysis is a highly systematic activity which involves subjecting data to varying level of mathematical and statistical calculations so as to bring out the underlying features, characteristics, trends and relationships. On the other hand, qualitative analysis is concerned with data interpretations, and description of results and findings.  Such manifest content could be advertisements, news stories, opinion articles, features, editorials, cartoons, letter-to-the-editor, photographs and other illustrations in a newspaper or magazine”. This informed the use of content analysis in determining the nature of newspaper coverage of the kidnapping in South West Nigeria using selected newspapers.

3.2  Population of the Study

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest.

The population of this study comprises of all the registered newspapers in Nigeria within the stipulated period under investigation. By these newspapers in Nigeria, the study looks at the national dailies that are in the business of informing, educating, entertaining etc the people. However, for the purpose of this study, the population is limited to two national dailies which were purposively selected to represent the universe of study. They include: punch and the guardian. These newspapers were studied for a period of three months (February 2021 to April 2021). 
Punch Nigeria Limited was registered on August 8, 1970, under the Companies Act of 1968 to engage in the business of publishing newspapers, magazines and other periodicals of public interest. It was designed to perform the tripartite functions of the popular mass media: informing, educating and entertaining Nigerians and the world at large. The company has a Board of Directors, hereinafter referred to as the Board, which is the highest policy-making organ of the company. Its policies and directives are implemented by a Management team led by the Managing Director (MD) who is the Company's Chief Executive Officer. As a corporate business entity, the company exists to make profit and by doing so, seeks to improve the lot of its owners and employees and also contribute its quota to the country's economic development.

The Guardian is an independent daily newspaper published in Lagos, Nigeria, by Guardian Newspapers Limited. The Guardian was established in 1983 by Alex Ibru, an entrepreneur, and Stanley Macebuh, a top journalist with the Daily Times newspapers. 

The Guardian is owned by a member of an ethnic minority and has a national outlook in terms of reach and content. It claims to be independent of any ethnic group, religious community, political party or other interest group. However, it has been accused of hate-mongering against the Igbo people.The Guardian is the main competitor to The Punch for advertising, although not for circulation. Unlike The Punch, it focuses on business content rather than on what the editor of The Punch refers to as "appeal to the working classes".

The Guardian is read by the most educated section of the elite, while The Punch can be understood by anyone with basic literacy.

3.3  Sample Size

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019).

A total of 112 editions of punch and The Guardian newspapers were selected through a systematic random sampling to constitute a representative sample of the issues published during the period of the study. This was done systematically that is 56 editions of the The guardian and 56 editions of the punch newspapers. Two of these papers were studied in each of the day randomly selected for the study. This accounted to a total of 112 editions which were selected from the Enugu state library, punch and daily vanguard newspapers library both in Abuja and UNN Mass Communication library respectively.  In determining the sample size for the study, the multistage sampling technique was employed. The procedure for arriving at a sample size is stipulated in the sampling techniques below:

The 112 editions of the four newspapers purposively selected fall within April 16, 2014 when newspapers generally began the reportage of the  kidnapping in South West from February 8, 2021 to April 26, 2021 which marked the end of the period randomly selected for the study. The systematic random sampling started from the following the date of the incident. The next day selected was 19th April given a two day interval and it ran continuously till September 28th 2014. For a comparative analysis, the two newspapers were studied simultaneously each day. The details of the systematic random sampling of the period are represented in the table below. 

3.4  Sampling Technique
The item for analysis was drawn from The punch and The Guardian newspapers using the systematic random sampling method. The goal was to provide each item in the population an equal chance of being included in the sample. According to Osuala (2001), “systematic random sampling is that method of drawing a portion or sample of a population so that each member of the population has an equal chance of being selected”. 

Ohaja (2003) defines systematic random sampling as one of the types of random sampling technique in which we work by the proportion of the population we need. She gave an instance that, if we need to interview 50 employees of a company and we find that the staff is 300, we can get a list of all the staff and decide to interview every 6th person on the list. This gives everyone a fair chance of being selected. Thus, the selection of issues in the chosen newspapers was so done without replacement to ensure that no issue was selected more than once.  
3.5  Instruments for Data Collection

The study as a content analysis adopts the use of coding guide and coding sheet. According to Wimmer and Dominick (1978), coding is the placement of a unit of analysis into a content category. Nwodo (2004) states that coding remains an essential ingredient of processing the collected newspaper for content analytical study. Nwogu (1998) agrees with the above scholars as he maintained that after breaking unit of analysis into subsections or content categories as can be seen below, the researcher will tabulate units of analysis in frequency and percentage to arrive at a dependable conclusion. The instrument used to generate data is the code sheet. It is an instrument used to categorize the data generated for content analysis as it lends variable to qualitative and quantitative analyses. Stories examined cuts across news stories, features, editorials, opinion articles, letter to the editor and columns. 

3.6  Validity of the Instrument 


The instrument was scrutinized by the researcher‟s supervisors and found it useful for the study at hand. Equally, 3 senior lecturers in the faculty of education and have gone through and made some adjustment on the selection of the items and found it appropriate for this type of study.

3.7  Reliability of the Instrument 

The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87. 

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

Research Question One: What are the causes of kidnapping in Nigeria?
Table 4.1: 

	Causes
	Frequency
	Percentage %
	Position

	Corruption
	18
	16.07
	3rd

	Politics
	13
	11.61
	4th

	Greed.
	10
	8.93
	6th

	Unemployment.
	35
	31.25
	1st

	Poverty
	25
	22.32
	2nd

	Illiteracy
	11
	9.82
	5th

	Total
	112
	100
	


[image: image1.png]Hiteracy

Unemployment ~ Cormuption

Poverty




Fig.1 Chart showing the percentage of the causes of kidnapping in Nigeria.

Table 4.1 and figure 1 above displayed the causes of kidnapping in Nigeria by Punch and The Guardian newspapers. The result showed that items on corruption were 18(16.07%), Items on politics followed with 13(11.61%), 10(8.93%) greed, Unemployment followed with total of 35(31.25%), Items on poverty accounted for 25 (22.32%) items and illiteracy accounted for 11(9.82%) were published in the punch and The Guardian newspaper.
Research Question Two: What is the frequency with which kidnapping is  covered in the selected Nigerian Newspapers?
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Figure 2: Genre with most Kidnapping Stories in South West

The coverage of kidnapping reporting in South West by both The Punch and The Guardian newspapers had slightly more straight news (42.1%) than The Guardian (36.8%). This is followed by interviews on kidnapping reporting in South West the Punch having 17.5% of the interviews while The Guardian  had 15.8%. Editorial and Opinion news had lower coverage of kidnapping reporting in South West on both newspapers.  

Research Question Three: What is the depth of coverage given to kidnapping in the selected Nigerian Newspapers?
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Figure 2: The depth of the depth of coverage given to kidnapping in South West by the selected Nigerian Newspapers
Figure 2 illustrates that most South West Kidnapping  stories in The Punch and The Guardian were straight news (44.4%, 38.7% respectively), followed next by interviews (21%), 19.4% respectively); while  editorials got lower with (10.5% and 5.3%) frequency of coverage by selected newspapers respectively. 

Research Question Four: What is the prominence given to the reporting of kidnapping in the selected Nigerian Newspapers?
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Figure 3: Prominence on South West Kidnapping report by selected Nigerian Newspaper


The Punch and The Guardian from Figure 3 featured most of the South West Kidnapping stories on the other pages (The Punch=36.8%, The Guardian=33.3%). This is followed next by the South West Kidnapping stories on the inside front right/left pages (The Punch=26.3%, The Guardian=29.8%). The page with the lowest publications of South West Kidnapping stories was front page other stories (The Punch=21.1%, The Guardian=15.8%).   

Research Question Five: What is  the direction of reportage of kidnapping stories in Nigerian Newspapers, the Punch and the guardian?
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Figure 4: The the direction of reportage of kidnapping stories in Nigerian Newspapers
Figure 4 illustrates that most South West Kidnapping  stories in The Punch and The Guardian were straight news (44.8%, 38.7% respectively), followed next by interviews (21%), 19.4% respectively); while  editorials got lower with (10.5% and 5.3%) frequency of coverage by selected newspapers respectively. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY 

The research was an in-depth study of the assessment of the effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria comparative study of THE PUNCH and THE GUARDIAN a case study South-West  region between February 2021 to September April 20121. A systematic random sampling of the guardian and punch newspapers was used to collect the sample. A sample size of 112 generated 194 items to enable to researcher to answer the research questions posed in the study. Each research question was answered in relation to the unit of analysis. The data generated from the two newspapers were able to proffer answers to the research questions. However, it was found that the Nigerian newspaper coverage of Kidnapping, apart from being placed inside pages, suffered in-depth and interpretative analysis. findings showed that the Kidnapping Stories did not receive prominence and fair coverage from the Nigerian press. This may be because stories on such violent crime were not development in nature.  

 It was discovered that almost all the news sources were local reporters of the newspapers from different parts of the country. The newspapers did not depend on news agencies a lot for their reports and that only a hand full of unidentified sources were recorded.  
5.2 CONCLUSION 

The rate at which innocent life has been muddled through the menace of kidnapping and abduction in Nigeria is worrisome because the impact of kidnapping is becoming excruciating in Nigerians to the extent that everyone is sleeping with one eye open. This scenario has intimidated both national and international investors to establish in Nigeria which incur unbearable economic recession.

This study discovers that the pestilence of kidnapping in Nigeria especially in the current administration is like insidious canker worm to the extent that no one in Nigeria irrespective of their age and political influence discerns who will be the next victim. In the light of above scrutiny, the study finds that, unemployment, poverty, ritual and spiritual proclivity, political parochialism, insecurity and prevalence of alcoholic consumption are chief factors responsible for the widespread of kidnapping in Nigeria.

Based on the 112 editions of the two newspapers analyzed that yield 194 items, the following conclusions were arrived at:

There is obvious disparity between quantitative and qualitative coverage. There was much of quantitative coverage of the incident than qualitative coverage. The number of straight news stories recorded without a commiserate number of interpretative news analysis like features, editorials, opinion articles, columns etc. explains this disparity. This concurs with the criticism against the media for failing to always conduct investigative reporting of incidents such as this to feed their audience with factual information and education. Thus, they did not give in-depth analysis and interpretative reporting on all the states in South-West Region. 

The study also discovered that some newspapers barely covered the South-West   kidnapping. A good example is the guardian newspapers with barely 32 published items on South West Kidnapping for six months. This shows the inconsistent nature of some newspapers who are only out to make profit through advertorials while their primary function of informing and educating the people on critical national issues as the high rate of kidnapping,  criminality of men of the underworld and crisis continue to suffer. With all these knowledge, what could be done to alter the trend? 

5.3
RECOMMENDATION  

 
If Nigeria government is sincerely looking for a way to assuage the menace of kidnapping, they must tighten their security to checkmate political campaign in order not to create monsters during election and the spiritual magnetism must be checked in order to curtail blood sacrifice. Federal government must also agree that unemployment is the yardstick of all crimes and detrimental vices in Nigeria.

On the other hand based on the findings of this research, the researcher recommends as follows: 

The Nigerian press and journalist should engage in more affirmative reporting. They should give journalism a proper perspective, focusing on interpreting issues for effective information and co-relation function. They should be consistent with reports to avoid confusing the public.  

The press should give an interpretative reporting more often on any issue such as civil disorders and Kidnapping and its associated. This should be done more than straight news for people to be better informed to make right decisions.  

The media should have a well planed style for reporting stories on South West Kidnapping  in order not to glorify the situation. This well taught out plan would help the reporter fashion out better ways to tackle terrorism stories. This style might be an in-house style for the medium.  

It would be good for government to adopt a pre-emptive approach to the issue of terrorism. That is the major way government can be on top of the situation in the country. A situation where the government relies on responding quickly to terrorist attack is not enough. Government should strengthen its agencies and armed forces through further training and financial benefits, to keep them a step ahead of every terrorist attack in the country.
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