A SURVEY ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TELEVISION IN REPORTING HERDSMEN AND BANDITS CRISES IN NIGERIA 

ABSTRACT

This study examined  the role of Television in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises using Channel Television as a case study. The study adopted the survey research design and simple random sampling was used to select the respondent. A total of 80 responses were validated from staffs of Channels Television. Data was presented and analyzed using frequency table and percentage. Social responsibility and Individual difference theory was incorporated while reviewing related literature. Findings from the study revealed that the way the television media  frame and report terrorism, and banditry  crises can shape people’s mind and condition the way the public view and responds to the sect’s attacks.Choices of words, pictures and the language of the reporters and presenters on television is pivotal while reporting crises, thus there is need to take precaution. The study therefore recommends that television reporters and other media practitioners  should ensure they give accurate representation of the causes of a crises, and the situation in a crises area to help ensure that the right and most useful type of humanitarian aid are provided by both governments and non-state actors to victims of crises.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background of the study

For many people around the world, the media has become an integral part of their everyday lives. Television as a media tool has served  as a  vehicle for delivering news, information, entertainment, and distant events into a virtual social network, allowing people from various communities to witness media content that has an effect in real time or through time-shifted programming (O'Shaughnessy and Stadler, 1999). As a result, the origins of information and the processes for transmitting knowledge through television  have been historically important in shaping knowledge attributions; its veracity and the feasibility of applying its edicts to problem solving. 

Undoubtedly, television has become very important in this work of information and knowledge distribution. In the case of television, beyond serving as a socializing utility, the usefulness of television as an apparatus for social engineering has been part of a wide ranging debate since its inception as a broadcasting service in the 1930‘s (Schramm 1964; Katz and Wedell 1977; Schramm 1979; Noelle-Neumann 1981; Raboy 1996; McPhail 2009).

Most national governments have become reliant on media interaction in the last century, especially since the birth of 24-hour television and rolling news, to alert people to changing conditions, communicate urgency and accountability, and redefine narratives about national values, solidarity, and inter-dependencies, both internal and external(Osabuohien P. Amienyi 2004).This mode of broadening governance exists in the West as a required evolution of the general media and public broadcasting service. Thus  helps to improve the quality of contact between society and government, with television playing a key role(Smith 1978 in Ursell 2003). 
In the current era of modernization and globalization, the media, especially through televised content, is also increasingly being used to report recent happenings and urgent situations in order to heighten the awareness of the public on a particular discourse(Arat 2003). 

Sensitive information such  as crises and conflict cases within the Nigeria have been covered with the help of television channels and other types of media. One of the prevalent crises cases that have been reported by Television channel in Nigeria  is the recurrent Fulani Herdsmen and banditry crises as characterized with the Northwest and NorthEast region of the country.

According to Webster’s disctionary, Banditry entails the use of force, or the threat of force, to threaten someone with the intention of robbing, raping, or killing them.Banditry is a form of armed violence motivated primarily by a desire to rob and plunder.Armed robbery or violent crimes are examples of banditry. Banditry is a crime committed against people. It has long been a common form of crime, as well as a source of violence in modern societies like Nigeria(Nigeria Watch, 2011) .
Banditry appears to be widespread in Nigeria, and it has been on the rise in recent years. Just like the Northeast, where terrorists have wreaked havoc in the last ten years, Nigeria's northwest as Southeast state like Ebonyi, is increasingly becoming another major regional theatre of violence. A problem, which initially appeared as localized disputes between herders and farmers over access to land, has morphed into an intractable crisis posing a major threat to national and regional security. The level of rural banditry keeps escalating from 2014 till date attracting a lot of attention.

While the media such as television channels tend to report this issue to public audience, it is necessary that the perceptions of quality and character of the mediator of information and knowledge plays a significant role in the acceptance of the mediated content. It therefore requires that television reporters and field journalists, gather these information from the right sources and ensure that accurate information is given in regards to crises as they happen without fear or favour of the government of the day. As this would be a veritable tool in the hands of stakeholders in decision making and coming up with counter-crises strategies to help victims of crises

History of Channels Television

Channels Television is a Nigerian independent 24-hour news and media television channel based in Lagos, Nigeria. The parent company, Channels Incorporated, was founded in 1992, a year before the Nigerian government deregulated the broadcast media. It began broadcasting in 1995. Its primary focus is; producing news and current affairs programs on Nigerian domestic issues. The Channel's mission is to act as a watchdog on governmental policies and activities.Operating in Nigeria’s hugely popular broadcast media market, Channels Television a private owned television that is  thriving as TV brand, dedicated solely to the dissemination of news.
Channels TV was established with the aim of cultivating and upholding the highest ideals in reporting the news with objectivity and fairness, as well as satisfying the right of the individual to be informed. The Company was licensed in June 1993 and allocated a frequency on UHF (channel 39). It began transmission two years later under the name, “Channels Television”, and now broadcasts to a well discerning audience of over 20 million people. The Station has earned a reputation as an aggressive news outlet, which provides a balanced account of news coverage.
The establishment of Channels Television as a news Station was in response to the yearning of Nigerians for a TV Station that will among other things:Give an alternative medium of communication to the government and its policies, and hold public officers accountable to the people;Accommodate opposing views;Inform and educate the general public on how they are governed, as well as educate them on their civic responsibilities to the state;Uphold the ideals of balanced reporting, objectivity, fairness and the right of the individual to be informed;Committed to presenting the news with proven facts;Airing divergent views, irrespective of differences and circumstances; Airing News that affects Nigerians;Ensuring they give the people a voice.Channels TV is extremely proud of its function as an impartial, candid observer of events in Nigeria, and its undeniable status as market leader in its chosen yet exclusive domain is a powerful testament to its never-ending innovation and remarkable evolution.
1.2.1History of Herdsmen and Bandit crises

 In Africa, the Fulanis are about twenty million in number. They are one of the most widely dispersed and culturally diverse people scattered across Nigeria, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Cameroon, Chad and Sudan. The Fulanis, also known as the “Fula people or Fulbe” are the largest pastoral nomadic group in the world with root in West Africa, Northern part of Central Africa and Egypt (Adisa and Adekunke, 2010). The common business of Fulanis is livestock production, they move from one region to another for grazing purposes. Livestock account for one third of Nigeria’s agricultural Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and contributes 16% of agricultural GDP; it is an important component of general agriculture and a key contributor to economic growth and development of any nation (Ojiako and Olayode, 2008: 114).

Moreover, farming is a common occupation of Nigerian citizens, despite the reliance on oil as an elitist business venture and the mainstay of the national economy. It still plays a dominant role in the survivability of many rural dwellers in Nigeria, as a source of subsistence to many families in villages and towns as well as a large-scale profitable venture for others. Majority of food crops in the urban market today is the productive effort of rural communities in Nigeria. Currently, agriculture as a whole contributes 24.18% to Nigeria’s GDP, a marginal leap from 23.86% in the fourth quarter of 2014 (CBN financial Watch, 2016). This is because local farmers in many of the rural communities are working hard to boost the productivity of agricultural products and food crops despite unfavourable climatic conditions.

However, recent developments have seen farmlands cultivated being invaded by armed Fulani herdsmen with the excuse of cattle grazing. Several invasions have been carried out by Fulani herdsmen in the past two years of the constituted administration of President Mohammadu Buhari, a Fulani man (Opejobi, 2016). 

Incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Africa have resulted in deaths and displacement. Different parts of Africa including Nigeria have experienced clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers throughout the colonial periods in Africa and even beyond (Abubakar, 2012). The dire need for Fulani herdsmen to increase the productivity of their livestock farming in the midst of unfavourable climatic conditions have necessitated the search for adequate pasture for cattle grazing.

In Nigeria, clashes between the two parties became intensified after the state governments approved the anti-open grazing law. The country’s security situation has become very acute and there is a growing attention for incidents of incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Nigeria.

 Nonetheless, the frequent attacks on the farmers and citizens of Nigeria these days by the herdsmen is terribly alarming. Attesting to this fact, Adetula (2016) avers that previously the herdsmen were known to wreak havoc in certain communities in Nigeria, but now the rate at which they are committing these crimes has increased exponentially. This threatens the peace, security and unity of the nation as one geographical entity and will retard growth and development in all spheres of people’s lives.
The failure of the government policy on grazing reserve has left Fulani herdsmen to their fates, in determining where and how to raise their livestock. Amidst this situation, some medium and large corporate livestock farms have emerged, while many other Fulani herdsmen maintain their nomadic lifestyles. The latter live a sort of jungle life, characterized by self-help, in the search of grazing fields across the states, trying to protect their lives and properties from wild animals and cattle rustlers. These, among other things, have led to Fulani herdsmen being armed with dangerous military weapons like AK 47 and other dangerous ammunition, which in turn have led to series of incessant bloody killings involving the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in different rural communities across the country. 
Statement of the problem 

With the ever increasing presence of Television channels in the society, its management power and role in various social situations such as crises becomes more important.  Television channels must avoid spreading false reports and manage public opinions by producing accurate, varied and novel news. Increasing the information and awareness regarding a certain topic like a crisis and showing crisis patterns are among favourite techniques in mass media. Showing the real needs of disaster victims, helping the officials in gathering and organizing humanitarian aids and assisting the law enforcement to stop looting in  crisis areas are among the actions that must be the priority of the media during any disaster or crisis. This is because public opinion is always disturbed during a crisis period. In these situations, media can engage in an organized effort to control the public emotions and control the public opinion with a positive attitude. It is worth mentioning that without positive attitude in the media, even the best efforts of policymakers and managers would not have the best possible effect. In these situations, reporters working for the television channels should receive the information only from official sources in order to limit the number of contradicting and confusing information. Accurate and updated information is among the most important factors in finding solutions in extraordinary and crisis situations. Providing this accurate information is the best way for the television channels to help the disaster victims. However since the crises information reported on television channels has a way of shaping public opinion, and helping crises victims to receive immediate attention by government and humanitarian agencies, it is on this note that this study seeks to the role of channel television in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Benue State Nigeria.
Objective of the study

This study in general would investigate the effectiveness of television in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria. Specifically it is geared:

To examine the role of Television in broadcasting

To investigate the activities of herdsmen and bandits in Nigeria

To examine the extent to which Channels Television has been effective in reporting herdsmen crises in Nigeria

To ascertain the extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria 

Significance of the study

This study in general will contribute to existing literature on the role of Television in crisis management and reporting. Moreso, it will increase the awareness of television presenters and media outlet on the need to cultivate positive attitude while reporting crises cases in order not to create panic  in the society and at length they should ensure that information dished out to public audience are genuine since they know that those details affect public opinion and beneficial to policy makers.This study will enable Public security agents in Nigeria on the need to  be exposed (by way of periodic training) to the globally tenable best practices and know-how of counter-banditry to boost their operational efficiency in combating violent crimes in general and armed robbery in particular.it will heighten the awareness of government on the need to come up with credible and implementable policies to curb the incessant attacks on common man and improve their livelihood. It will hamper the criminal justice system of Nigeria on the need to be re-positioned and revitalized through progressive reforms to enable it acquire the integrity and competences to sanction crime aright.
Research Questions

The following questions guide this study:

What is the role of Television on broadcasting?

What are the  activities of herdsmen and bandits in Benue State ?

Do you think the extent to which channels television has been effective in reporting herdsmen crises in Nigeria is high?

What is  the extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from channel television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria ? 

Scope and limitation of the study

This study in general would investigate the effectiveness of television in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria using Channels Television as a case study.Thus the study is delimited to Katsina-Ala Local Government of Benue State.

1.8 Research Hypothesis

The following null hypotheses are formulated to be tested in this study:

H0: Channels Television has not been effective in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria

H0: The extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is low.

Assumption of Study

This study assumes that in reality, Channels Television as a media tool has done noble having a wide coverage and prompt report on herdsmen activities in host communities and bandit crises. As a popular television channel, they have adopted promptness and timely reporting of crises that happens in middle-belt, although there is still much they are yet to do in the aspect of the ingenuity of reporting such information. It is necessary that both editors, reporters and the presenters ensure that sources of information dished out to the public are valid and genuine as well as maintain professionalism and best journalism practices having known that they have an important role to play in the society.

Operational Definitions of terms

Effectiveness: Effectiveness is the capability of producing a desired result or the ability to produce desired output. When something is deemed effective, it means it has an intended or expected outcome, or produces a deep, vivid impression.

Report: A report is a document that presents information in an organized format for a specific audience and purpose.

Reporting: Reporting is the presenting of news in newspapers, on radio, and on television
Television: an electronic system of transmitting transient images of fixed or moving objects together with sound over a wire or through space by apparatus that converts light and sound into electrical waves and reconverts them into visible light rays and audible sound.

Banditry: Banditry is a type of organized crime committed by outlaws typically involving the threat or use of violence. A person who engages in banditry is known as a bandit and primarily commits crimes such as extortion, robbery, and murder, either as an individual or in groups.

Herdsmen: Herdsmen or Fulani pastoralists are nomadic or semi-nomadic. Fulani people whose primary occupation is raising livestock.

Crisis:A crisis is any event or period that will lead, or may lead, to an unstable and dangerous situation affecting an individual, group, or all of society. Crises are negative changes in the human or environmental affairs, especially when they occur abruptly, with little or no warning.
CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Television

Television is defined as an audio-visual medium. It blends pictures with sound to produce a communication experience exhibited on the screen. It uses sound to explain the visuals presented on the screen. It addresses the emotion and intellect in a remarkable way (Owauamalam, 2007). Television expresses thought and emotions in an entertaining and pleasing manner by moving images in a specific way or pattern. The BBC English Dictionary (1992) defines television as "the system of pictures and distance so that people can receive them on a television set.

2.1.1 History of Television in Nigeria 

The evolution of television in Nigeria followed a similar pattern as that of radio. The irony here is that while it was the Federal Government that started the first radio broadcasting station in the country, it was a regional government that first ventured into television broadcasting. On 11 October, 1959, the then Western Region sent out the first television signals in the whole of Nigeria and Africa (Sambe, 2008). The principal aim of establishing the Western Nigeria Television (WNTV) as was claimed by the proponents was to serve as surrogate teacher in improving the regional school systems that were handicapped by ill qualified teachers or a shortage of them in certain subject areas. The Eastern Regional Government followed by establishing its own station on October 1, 1960, the day Nigeria gained political independence from Britain. The aim was also for formal and non-formal education. But sooner or later, the aims were abandoned and the station, just like that of the West, became fully commercial.The Northern Regional Government established its own station and it came on air in April, 1962, as Radio-Television Kaduna (RTV Kaduna). Television stations were established in Nigeria with the ostensible reason of providing adequate services in education, and social and economic development. However, it was soon realised that they had gone commercial and depended heavily on foreign programmes. The establishment and running or managing television stations remained in the hands of federal and state governments until Decree No.38 of 1992 that deregulated broadcasting media and established the National Broadcasting Commission. This paved the way for private ownership of the electronic media of radio and television stations especially in the southern parts of the country.

2.1.2 Ownership and Control of Broadcasting

Before the deregulation of 1992 by the Babangida administration, the broadcast media were solely owned and operated by federal and state governments. State governments established their stations to educate, inform and entertain their peoples, and actually did so during the Second Republic because they felt the National Television or the National Broadcasting Organisation existed to serve the interests and needs of the ruling party, by then the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) at the federal level, and in those states where the party was in control. According to Sambe (2008), other states administered by other political parties in opposition were either blacked out or given unfavorable coverage. Those who challenged this unorthodox form of democracy were told that the system of government that was being practised during this time meant “winner take all”. In order to ensure absolute control of the television, for example, the government redeployed the Director General, a seasoned broadcaster to the Ministry of Information and appointed a party ally and a historian in his place. Even now, the federal government dictates what should be broadcast and what should not. The state-owned broadcast stations are even worse in this aspect. When one tunes to any of such stations, most of news that is aired is about the governor of that state. Since the state government hires and fires employees, the station dare not broadcast any news that is anti- government. News is always about what the governor and his team of political appointees wants to hear. The Government even regulates the news contents of private broadcast stations such as the Africa Independent Television (AIT). To a certain extent, almost all if not all government-owned and - controlled broadcast media have become praise singers of government policies. At times, one listens to a one-hour broadcast news without coming up with anything that in real sense would be regarded as news.

2.1.3 Deregulation of Broadcast Media in Nigeria

The deregulation of broadcast media in 1992 paved the way for private ownership of the broadcast media stations in Nigeria. According to Idebi (2008:6), the first sets of radio and television stations were issued their licences of operation soon after the decree was promulgated. There were 14 television stations and 13 private radio stations, some of which were Clapperboard TV Channel 45, Lagos; Minaj System Television; Channel 38 Kaduna; and Africa Independent Television, Alagbado, Lagos. 

Owuamalam (2007) states that each station is in competition with the others in their struggle to attract and retain a sizeable audience for its programmes. The competition, therefore, directs thought, as to what approach best suits a station to adopt in a bid to accomplish its task . The competition may come in many forms, for example, programme producers who supply programmes to the station may find out that careful selection is made from the programmes and the ones that best suit the stations’ needs and objectives may be selected. This means that only programmes that satisfy the station’s audience would qualify for production by the station. If the newly established stations tend to meet the demands of the audiences, then the already existing ones may be threatened because the new ones may attempt to capture and retain the audience. The new stations are likely to come up with innovations in equipment to improve programme quality and delivery, and as such the audience may likely switch from the old to the new stations.

2.1.4 Advent of Fulani Herdmen and Bandit Activities

In Africa, the Fulanis are about twenty million in number; they are one of the most widely dispersed and culturally diverse people scattered across Nigeria, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Cameroon, Chad and Sudan. The Fulanis, also known as the “Fula people or Fulbe” are the largest pastoral nomadic group in the world with root in West Africa, Northern part of Central Africa and Egypt (Adisa and Adekunke 2010). The common business of Fulanis is livestock production, they move from one region to another for grazing purposes. Livestock account for one third of Nigeria’s agricultural Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and contributes 16% of agricultural GDP; it is an important component of general agriculture and a key contributor to economic growth and development of any nation (Ojiako and Olayode 2008, 114). The dire need for Fulani herdsmen to increase the productivity of their livestock farming in the midst of unfavourable climatic conditions have necessitated the search for adequate pasture for cattle grazing.

Incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Middle-belt and Northwest have resulted in deaths and displacement. Different parts of Africa including Nigeria have experienced clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers throughout the colonial periods in Africa and even beyond (Abubakar 2012). Several invasions have been carried out by Fulani herdsmen in the past two years of the constituted administration of President Mohammadu Buhari, a Fulani man (Opejobi 2016). In Nigeria, clashes between the two parties became intensified after the state governments approved the anti-open grazing law. The country’s security situation has become very acute and there is a growing attention for incidents of incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Nigeria. This development has become a subject of security concern and public debate. 

2.1.5 Triggers of Herdsmen Crisis In Nigeria 
The triggers of the incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers are often based on alleged trespass on farmlands for grazing purposes which destroys crops and deprive farmers of high productivity and projected profits. Such triggers can generally be categorized into two: the external and internal causes. In Nigeria, the internal causes of incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers pose major challenges to socio-economic development than the external causes of the clashes. This article, therefore, focuses on the internal causes of incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Nigeria and considers the incessant clashes as self-inflicted and not externally determined. 
(a) Incoherence of the government policy 
The clashes between Fulani herdsmen and their host communities have given room for conflicting claims and arguments on the constitutional rights to land ownership and the establishment of grazing reserves.Through the politicking of Fulani lawmakers and the powers of Fulani lobbying, the Grazing Bill is being pushed in the national assembly, and thus, will forcibly dislocate people from their lands (Onwubiko 2017). The Minister of Agriculture earmarks billions for the purchase of Brazilian grass for Fulani herdsmen. Such a sentimental disposition points not only to the possibility of the herdsmen going scot-free with wanton killing and destruction, while the federal government proposes 
withdrawing from state treasury to tend to private-owned business (Onwubiko 2017). Audu Ogbeh, the current Minister of Agriculture, once suggested that the attacks were as a result of the failure of successive governments to pay attention to Fulani herdsmen and cow farming. He stated further that the national outrage was about the refusal of the federal government to bring those Fulani herdsmen responsible for the killings to book (Onwubiko 2017). However, at other times, Audu Ogbeh has been quoted to give out contradictory policy blueprints on how the government is resolving the emerging grave threats posed by the Fulani herdsmen (Onwubiko 2017). 

(b) Proliferation of small and light weapons 
The proliferation of small and light weapons has exacerbated violent rural crime, such as armed Fulani herdsmen killings, cattle rustlers cum ethnic violence and general insecurity outrage. Generally for the country and specifically with regards to the herdsmen situation, the discovery by the federal government of a thousand four hundred and ninety-seven illegal routes along the Nigerian border is important information. Even so, this discovery is not as important as how the government react to it. The porosity of the Nigerian borders poses a great challenge to combating the incessant killings between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers, based on trespass on 
farmlands for grazing purposes. The Governor of Kaduna state had once raised a peace committee and successfully traced the herdsmen to locations outside Nigerian borders (Premium Times 2017), but still, the porosity of the borders remained yet unaddressed. Nigeria’s security institutions are very loose, and weak to check the infiltration of foreign visitors who are mercenaries in Nigeria’s incessant herdsmen-perpetuated killings, especially regarding the involvement of the nationals of neighbouring countries such as Sudan, Mali, Niger, and Chad (Shettima and Tar 2008). In addition to our weak borders, Nigeria does not have any special forces guarding these areas spread across the nation. Recent reports of kidnap and robbery, by alleged nomads, of citizens travelling through forest regions is a pointer to why Nigeria needs special policing at our forests and mountains. In most cases, the countries mentioned are escape routes for the armed Fulani herdsmen, when they are aware of the military presence. 
2.1.6 Armed Herdsmen Banditry and Terrorism

The activities of armed herdsmen who have been terrorizing, particularly farming communities in the Middle-Belt region of Nigeria (Plateau, Benue, Taraba, Adamawa, Nasarawa and Southern Kaduna States) have equally been a grave concern. Since 2013, they crossed over from the Middle belt region to the Eastern and Southern parts of Nigeria. Some scholars refer to the menace as Farmers/Herders conflicts (Gani, 2018). Since their emergence, the armed herders have terrorized, kidnapped, killed, raped, burnt farming communities, property and taken-over lands belonging to the farming communities for their grazing activities. Their activities have also resulted in the loss of revenue by the States, threatened national unity, diversion of budgetary allocations for the maintenance of internally displaced persons (IDPs) camps, loss of human capital and damage to the country’s international image (Enor, Magor & Expo 2019)

In 2014, an estimated 1,200 persons died as a result of herdsmen attacks (Adeyemo, 2018); in 2015, Global Terrorism Index (GTI) ranked herdsmen as the World’s fourth deadliest militant group for having been responsible for about 1,229 human fatality in 2014 (Oli, Ibekwe & Nwankwo 2018). Between June 2015 and January 2016, five hundred and twenty-five 525 persons were killed, not less than one thousand and seven hundred (1,700) deaths in 2017 and not fewer than one thousand, seven hundred and fifty (1,750) human fatality in the first six months of 2018, totaling five thousand, two hundred and seventy-five (5,275) human fatality between 2015 and June 2018 (Enor, Magor & Ekpo 2019). However, Herbert and Husaini (2018), citing International Crises Group (IGC), notes that in 2016 alone, an estimated two thousand and five hundred (2,500) people were killed by Fulani armed-herdsmen and have led to the displacement of at least sixty-two thousand (62,000) people, most of them women and children, in the hardest hit States of Kaduna, Benue and Plateau (ICG 2017). In fact, based on figures from Global Terrorism Index 2019: Measuring the Impact of Terrorism, deaths from terrorism in Nigeria rose to two thousand and forty (2,040) in 2018, a 33% increase. This increase follows a steady decline in deaths since 2014. Terror-related incidents increased to 37%, from four hundred and eleven (411) in 2017 to five hundred and sixty-two (562) in 2018. The increase was due to a substantial escalation of violence by Fulani extremists. Violence between Nigerian herders and farmers intensified in early 2018 with approximately three hundred thousand (300,000) people fleeing their homes. In Nigeria, terrorist activity is dominated by Fulani extremists and Boko Haram insurgents. Together, they accounted for 78% of terror-related incidents and 86% of deaths from terrorism (GTI 2019)

2.1.7 The Role of Media In Reporting Crises

The mass media often play a key role in today’s conflict. Basically, their role can take two different and opposed forms. Either the media take an active part in the conflict and have responsibility for increased violence, or stay independent and out of the conflict, thereby contributing to the resolution of crises and alleviation of violence. Which role the media takes in a given crises period, and in the phases before and after, depends on a complex set of factors, including the relationship the media have with actors in the conflict and the independence the media have with the power holders in society (International Media Support, 2006). 

The mass media is a powerful tool of communication in peace and conflict situations. It can be use positively to promote peace and resolve conflicts at appropriate times. Conversely, it can also be use negatively to initiate, escalate and sustain conflict covertly and overtly. The potentiality of the media as a means of communication to promote peace or conflict cannot be over emphasized.The mass media play huge roles in public perception, acceptance or rejection of criminal behaviour the world over. Hence the media could influence public acceptance of some ordinarily illegal steps taken by government in combating the activities of Fulani Herdsmen by the way they frame and present them. Similarly, The way the television media  frame and report terrorism, banditry  crises c can shape people’s mind and condition the way the public view and responds to the sect’s attacks.

The mass media in Nigeria, despite coming under attacks by the Boko Haram sect, Herdsmen and Bandits crises can help immeasurably in building positive and courageous attitudes in the people in response to the sect’s threats. This can be done through the way the media frame their reports on herdsmen attacks. In this respect, choices of words, pictures and the language of the reports become pivotal (Ekwueme and Obayi, 2012). 
2.1.8 Mode of Media In Crises and Crime Reporting

The mode of crime report has been the concern of media scholars over the ages. Perspectives on media’s role and treatment of crime reportage vary along the various ethical divides-teleological, deontological, absolutist or relativist alike. In Nigeria, the mass media are often implicated in the allegation of fueling crime wave through glamourizing or failing to step beyond objective / neutral narrative of the notional 5Ws and H of crime reports (Dunlami and Busayo, 2013). 
In line with the above assertion, Adisa and Abdulhareem, (2012) averred that over a long period of times, conventional coverage of conflicts in Nigeria and across the world is constantly and consistently stained with sensational stories that escalate conflicts and promote war. The media often resort to the following un-ideal ways in reporting conflicts: 
Media mostly just follow events. They don’t explain what led to those events. 

They concentrate on bad news of conflict and are silent on peace process. 
 They are often sensational and emotional in tone. 
 Who are the news makers? They tend to focus on powerful people, political leaders, the rich and the famous who live in town and cities. 
They often reinforce stereotypes. 
When telling every story, they not only choose who and what to include inside the frame, but who and what to leave out. 
After an analysis of media coverage of diversity and conflict issues by various scholars, Pate (2011) listed out common practices adopted by the media which tend to contribute negatively to crises situations as follows –

selective reporting of prejudicial stereotypes about groups and individuals, 
reporting inter group conflicts out of their fundamental sociological, economic, political and other contexts,
 shallow and episodic coverage, total blackout on some groups, individuals or community, 
use of inflammatory, misleading and sensational headlines to attract sales,
publishing inflammatory statements against some people or groups as letters to the editor, attributing statements by individuals to groups making generalized  statements not supported with facts etc
These are activities which the media need to desist from to make meaningful impact in combating insecurity in Nigeria, otherwise they (mass media) will continue to be seen as fueling insecurity (Nwabueze and Ebeze, 2013).

2.1.9 The Way Forward For Effective Media In Conflict/Crises  Reporting

According to AESS journal (2013), The final passage of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act by the National Assembly would provide ample opportunity for the practice of journalism in Nigeria and the entrenchment of peace media as a major tool for conflict resolution, social justice and human development in the country. However, for the media to become a veritable tool and further perform this transformative role in a deeply divided and conflict prone society like Nigeria, it is important that the media undergo a paradigm shift from its current posture and selective exposure of social and conflict reportage in the country. In other words, the media must be seen as helping to report issues and conflict as they occur without selective coverage. This shift must be such that would provide a place for peace media orientation and operation in order to reduce the tendencies for violent manifestations of conflicts. 

The media must present itself as the direct mirror- image of the society, particularly at this historical point when conflicts especially violent conflicts and crimes are prevalent. The media therefore must develop the capacity to help in the reduction of violence in the society. Several scholars and media practitioners have not given the media a place in contributing to peace in the society. Though their pessimism might not be ignored, it is important to ask why this pessimism of the media playing the role of peace maker in a conflict prone society. The media should learn to develop a thorough understanding of the conflict and convey that understanding to their audiences in a way that reflects the truth of the conflict in all its complexity. They should examine the context in which the dispute evolved and explain what caused the conflict in the first instance. 

The media or reporters should identify common ground, examine and evaluate efforts made to resolve conflict as well as the power dynamics at play. By critically examining efforts to resolve the dispute, the media should provide their readers with the paraphernalia upon which to make an informed judgment about the parties and perhaps help to prevent the circulation and broadcasting of propaganda and inflammatory materials, which destroys communities and frustrate the building of trust and peace. 

Media practitioners must give accurate representation of the causes of a conflict, and the situation in a conflict area to help ensure that the right and most useful type of humanitarian aid are provided by both governments and non-state actors. 

Sensitivity to religious and cultural philosophy even in time of crises is important. The media should help to counteract the image of those in conflict areas as passive victims by what they put in the public domain.
2.2 EMPIRCAL REVIEW

Recently there have been several attack of herdsmen of rural community dwellers, ranging from invading their farmlands to incessant raping, kidnapping and at extreme killing of their victims. The question has become, how Channels television report this crises, have they been effective on dishing out a balance new or have they tried to shield the story in favor of political actors. It is worthy to note  that the perception on which channels television report crises news could influence the audience and viewers and also serves as a yard stick  for policy makers on decision making.

With the media publicity acclaimed to be the ‘the oxygen’ of crises reporting, the Boko Haram sect in (2012) did not hidden its disdain and distrust of the Nigerian media. Shortly after its September 28, 2011 the leader of the sect threat to deal with the media reporters, the sect, in a display of its maniacal fury, pumped bullets into Isah Zakari, a reporter with Nigerian Television Authority and Bernard Akogwu, a photographer with Channels television. The condemnation that greeted the killings had hardly died down when it bombed the offices of Thisday, The Moment and Daily Sun newspapers in Abuja and Kaduna on April 26, 2012. The sect cited reasons ranging from lack of objectivity to blasphemy on the side of the media for the attacks (Ekwueme and Obayi, 2012). In this regard, the Boko Haram spokesman, Abu Qaqa stated thus: “we have just started this new campaign against the media and we will not stop here, we will hit the media hard since they have refused to listen to our plea for them to be fair in their reportage” (Ekwueme and Obayi, 2012).
 
A number of studies have been conducted in the area of media coverage of the herdsmen and bandit attacks. Chukwuma O. did a study in 2012 on “Audience Assessment of AIT and NTA Reportage of the Herdsmen and Boko Haram Crisis.” The survey research method was used while both the questionnaire and interviewed guide were utilized as instruments for data collection. Residents of selected local government areas in Kaduna, Kano and Niger Benue  States were studied. It was found amongst others that Sahara Reporter gave better reports on the Boko Haram crisis than NTA and Channels Tv. 
In 2014, Okoro and Chukwuma, conducted a study entitled  “Reporting Violent Insurgencies in Postcolonial Nigeria: An Analysis of Audience Assessment of Nigerian Broadcast Media Reportage of Crises and  Insurgence”. The study was done to ascertain the perception of the audience on broadcast media reportage of the Boko herdsmen attack and  insurgency. Survey research method was employed for the study while questionnaire served as the instrument for data collection. The residents of six 
systematically selected cities from the six geo-political zones of Nigeria constituted the study population from where a sample of 400 was drawn using Taro Yamane formular. The study unveiled, amongst others, that so far, the television media have not adequately reported the Bandits attacks and Boko Haram insurgency. 
Ngwu, Efetober, Ekwe and Chukwuma, in 2019, did a study on “Rethinking Terrorism and Banditry Reportage for Sustainable Development: An Analysis of Television  Coverage of the Boko Haram Terrorism and  Herdsmen attack  in Nigeria.” The study took a national scope in Nigeria, with the collection of primary data from six randomly selected cities, one from each of the six geopolitical zones of the country. Using survey research method, questionnaire was employed to collect primary data for the study. Based on the statistical analysis and test of hypotheses, it was found, amongst others, that media reports on Boko Haram and bandit activities in Nigeria are glorying terror.

In a scholar  Journal of Applied Sciences and research 2021(innovation_info2020),  a study was carried out titled “Bias and conflict reportage in Nigeria Media: The case of Tivs/Fulani Herdsmen”,the study set out to test whether group affiliation can cause perception of bias in news and if so, what are the possible consequences on the media involved. Respondents in Gwagwalada, Abuja and the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camp in Daudu, Benue state of Nigeria, were requested to read and assess a standardized news story published by ThisDay newspaper on the killings attributed to Fulani herdsmen of two Catholic priests and many others in Benue state. The result shows low confidence in the media outlet among those who perceived its news story as biased.  The publication argues that no matter how objective the media reports may be, partisans with pre-existing notions will expect that the media will be biased against them because they do not perceive it as representative enough of their position. The research suggests though that the media can do more in de-escalation of crisis by refraining from using words and phrases that can stereotype parties in a conflict.

In another study carried out by Rev. Hyacinth C. (2017)  to find out the perception of the television audience on how the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) and the Channels Television have so far reported the abduction of over 200 female students at 
Government Girls Secondary School in Chibok, Borno State and fulani Herdsmen attack in Benue state of Nigeria. The survey research method was used to carry out the study while the questionnaire served as the measuring instrument. The residents of SouthEast Nigeria constituted the population of the study from where a sample of 384 was drawn using the creative research systems online sample size calculator.Multi-Stage sampling technique was used to select specific local government areas, wards and households that were studied. Findings revealed that NTA’s reports on the abduction of the Chibok school girls and herdsmen attack are often in favour of government while Channels Television’s reports on the abduction and bandit crises are often balanced. The credibility level of NTA’s reports on the abduction of the crises was rated low while that of Channels Television was highly rated. Based on the findings, it was recommended amongst others that the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) must wake up and endeavour to properly give account of any  crises. The report must be devoid of ethnic, religious or political sentiment. Doing this will fundamentally lead to believability, which will consequently raise the  credibility level of the reports. 
2.3 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The Social Responsibility and the Individual Differences theories were deployed to explain the study. 
2.3.1 Social Responsibility Theory 
The social responsibility media theory owes its origin to Hutchins Commission on Freedom of the Press, set up in the United States of America in 1947 to re-examine the concept of press freedom as enunciated in the Libertarian or Free Theory (Folarin, 2002). The emergence of this theory was an attempt to provide restraint to the excessive press freedom advocated by the libertarian theory. The idea here is to ensure the press does not abuse the freedom at their disposal (Udeze and Chukwuma, 2013). 
The social responsibility theory posits that the power and near monopoly position of the media impose on them an obligation to be socially responsible in discharging their duties. The theory explains that the media owe the society a duty to responsibly discharge their functions/obligations. 

Obot (2004), citing McQuail (1987), while highlighting the main principles of the social responsibility theory, asserts among others, that “the media should accept and fulfill certain obligations to the society.” These obligations among others involve providing the public with adequate, objective and balanced reports on relevant developments in the society. 
In line with this study, Channels Television owe the public a duty of providing adequate, accurate and balanced reports on the herdsmen attacks and bandit crises Northwest . These reports must be devoid of ethnic, religious and political sentiments. This is the demand of the Hutchins commission of 1947 which states that, “every responsible press devotes itself to the service of public interest which could be done through the provision of accurate, truthful and complete accounts of the day’s events to the public as a matter of binding obligation”(Ngwu, 1996). 
By providing adequate, accurate and balanced reportage on herdsmen and bandit crises,Channels Television would be contributing to the successful curbing of such attacks as security bodies ,government and policy makers works with those information, which is a cardinal social responsibility to be satisfied. In this regard, Adisa and Abdulhareem, (2012) citing Howard (2003), aver that through accurate and impartial news reporting, media contributes greatly to reducing conflicts and help in time of crises. 

2.3.2 Individual Differences Theory 

Classical conditioning, learning differences and attitude formation in the late 1950s and early 1960s (Folarin, 2002). The theory argues that because people vary greatly in their psychological makeup and because they have different perceptions of things, media influence differs from person to person (Baran and Davis, 2012). Citing DeFleur, (1970), Baran and Davis (2012) averred that more specifically, media messages contain particular stimulus attributes that have differential interaction with personality characteristics of members of the audience. In line with this study, the perception of the Channels Television reports on herdsmen and bandit crises may differ from one audience to the other based on their different psychological dispositions. Depending on the psychological framework, reports from both television stations on the girls’ abduction may be perceived differently by the audience
2.4 SUMMARY OF LITERATURE REVIEW

The media in its reportage of conflict and crises phenomenon in Nigeria like most other conflict prone society is culpable in stoking crises and making it for citizens to doubt the genuineness  of their information. The failure of the media and the practitioners alike to rise up to practicing their profession according to the ideal media ethics has generated the emergent quest for transparency in media in conflict and crises reporting. This quest is derived from the expedient need for media to play key roles in peace building in the country and to serve their the social responsibility for the common man despite the influence of political actors to jeopardize the truth and see that information released by media are always in their favor instead of saying it as it to help victims of crises. Thus having done an empirical review, Although Channels television have been trying to cultivate the best practices of journalism, there are still gaps that they need to fill in reporting crises in order to make them more effective.This chapter utilized social responsibility theory and individual differences theory to support the review. 
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction


This chapter  reveals the research methodology this study employed. it cut across the research design, the area of the study, population of the study, instrument of data collection,validity and reliability of the instrument. Administration of the instrument and method of data analysis respectively.

3.1
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.
3.2
AREA OF STUDY

Channels Television is a Nigerian independent 24-hour news and media television channel based in Lagos, Nigeria. The parent company, Channels Incorporated, was founded in 1992, a year before the Nigerian government deregulated the broadcast media. It began broadcasting in 1995.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out to examine effectiveness of television in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria using Channels Television as case study. Staff of Channels television Lagos state form the population of the study.

Statistics derived from the Human Resources Department of Channels Television Nigeria, Lagos State precisely shows that the total population of staffs is 105.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 

3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

The Taro Yamane (1967:886) provides a simplified formula to calculate sample sizes.

Assumption

95% confidence level 

 P = .5

[image: image1.png]



n=105/1+105 (0.05)2

n= 105/1+105 (0.0025)

n= 105/1+0.26

n=80

Therefore, for this study, the sample size is 80

3.6
INSTRUMENT OF DATA COLLECTION AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing 5 questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.

3.7
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypotheses were tested using the Chi-Sqaure (SPSS.v23).

3.8
VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87. 

3.9 Ethical consideration
The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.0: Introduction
This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of eighty (80) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which all were returned and validated and used for the analysis.

4.1:
DATA PRESENTATION

Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	50
	63%

	Female
	30
	37%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	60
	75%

	Muslim
	20
	25%

	Age
	
	

	                               24-32
	20
	25%

	                              33-42
	35
	43%

	43+
	25
	32%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

from the demographic data above,63% of the respondent are male. 37% of the respondent are female.75% of the respondent are christian, 25% of the respondent are Muslims.25% of the respondent are between 24-32 years of age. 43% of the respondent are between 33-42 years of age. 32% of the respondent are between 43years and above.

4.2
ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1: What is the role of Television on broadcasting?

TABLE 4.2: answer to question 1

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain
	Total %

	Wide range of coverage via satellite
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)

	Access to greater channels in real time
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)

	Create vivid impression thru its visual nature
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)

	Disseminates information to million viewers per time
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey 2021

From the response derived in the table above, 100% of the respondent said yes to the options there was no record of no and uncertain.

QUESTION 2: What are the  activities of herdsmen and bandits in Benue State ?

Table 4.3: answer to question 2

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain 
	Total %

	Invades farmers farmland and destroy their crops
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)

	Attack their target communities by mid-night and loot their properties
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)

	Rape women and abduct their children
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)

	Indiscriminate killing and burning of houses
	80

(100%)
	00

00
	00

00
	100

(100%)


Field Survey 2021

From the response derived in the table above, 100% of the respondent said yes to the options there was no record of no and uncertain.

QUESTION 3: Do you think channels television has been effective in reporting herdsmen  and bandit crises in Nigeria?

Table 4.4: answer to question 3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	40
	50%

	No
	20
	25%

	Uncertain
	20
	25%

	TOTAL
	80
	100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 50% of the respondent said that channels television have been effective in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises. 25% of the respondent said no.25% of the respondent were uncertain.

QUESTION 4: Do you think that Information broadcast-ed on channel television about  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is genuine?

Table 4.5: answer to question 4 

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	30
	37.5

	Agree
	20
	25

	Strongly Disagree
	10
	12.5

	Disagree 
	20
	25

	TOTAL
	80
	100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 37.5% of the respondent strongly agree that information broadcasted on Channel Television about herdsmen and bandit crises is genuine. 25% of the respondent agree. 12.5% of the respondent strongly disagree. 25% disagree.

QUESTION 5: :The extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is low?

Table 4.6: answer to question 5

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	10
	12.5

	Agree
	10
	12.5

	Strongly Disagree
	20
	25

	Disagree 
	40
	50

	TOTAL
	80
	100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 12.5% of the respondent said strongly agree that the extent of the genuineness of information braodcasted on channels television about herdsmen and bandit crises is low , 12.5% of the respondent agree.25% of the respondent strongly disagreed (i.e the extent of the genuineness of information broadcasted on channels television about herdsmen and bandit crises is high) . 37.5% of the respondent were disagreed.

4.3 TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS

H0: Channels Television has not been effective in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria

H0: the extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is low

Hypothesis One:

H0: Channels Television has not been effective in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria

	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	Yes

No 

Uncertain
	40

20

20
	26.6

26.6

26.6
	13.4

-6.6

-6.6
	179.56

43.56

43.56


	6.75

1.64

1.64

10.03


Source: field survey 2021

Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (3-1) (2-1)

= 3*1

=2

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.991.

To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (5.991) < X2cal (10.03), we reject H0 and accordingly accept H1.We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis which states that Channels Television has not been effective in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in Nigeria

Hypothesis Two

H0: The extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is low

	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	SA

A

SD

D
	10

10

20

40
	20

20

20

20
	-10

-10

00

20
	100

100

00

400
	5

5

00

20

30.0


Source: field survey 2021

Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (4-1) (3-1)

= 4*1

=3

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 7.815.

To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (7.815) < X2cal (30.0), we reject H0 and accordingly accept H1.We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis that the extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted on Channel Television about   herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is high.

CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.0 Introduction

This chapter summarizes the findings into the effectiveness of television in reporting herdsmen and bandits crises in Nigeria using Channels television as a case study.The chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, recommendations and suggestions for further studies.
5.1 Summary Of Study

In this study, our focus was to examine the the role of Television on broadcasting; it  investigated the activities of herdsmen and bandits in Nigeria.It examined the extent to which Channels Television has been effective in reporting herdsmen crises in Nigeria.It revealed the extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria . The study adopted the survey research design and simple random sampling was used to select the respondent.A total of 80 responses were validated from staffs of Channels Television . 

5.2  Conclusion 
Base on the findings of the study, the researcher draw the following conclusions:

The mass media is a powerful tool of communication in peace and conflict situations. It can be use positively to promote peace and resolve conflicts at appropriate times. Conversely, it can also be use negatively to initiate, escalate and sustain conflict covertly and overtly.
The way the television media  frame and report terrorism, banditry  crises can shape people’s mind and condition the way the public view and responds to the sect’s attacks.Hence the media could influence public acceptance of some ordinarily illegal steps taken by government in combating the activities of Fulani Herdsmen by the way they frame and present them.
Choices of words, pictures and the language of the reporters and presenters on television is pivotal while reporting crises, thus there is need to take precaution.
Channel Television has been doing their best in reporting herdsmen and bandit crises in the middle-belt and northwest zone of Nigeria.
Channels television as private owned television have been effective in broadcasting  balanced report on crises and not taking sides with the government.
Government on different occasions tries to interfere on the operations of private owned television channels through issuing government interest indeterminate policies, however Channels Television has maintained objectivity and ingenuity in giving out timely information concerning conflict and crises in the society 
5.3 Recommendation

In line with the findings of the study, the researcher, therefore, advanced the following recommendations 
Television Reporters and other media practitioners  should ensure they give accurate representation of the causes of a crises, and the situation in a crises area to help ensure that the right and most useful type of humanitarian aid are provided by both governments and non-state actors to victims of crises.
The federal government must restrain itself from interfering with the activities of journalists in the stations. They must allow journalists in their employ to discharge their responsibilities in line with the demands of professional journalism, particularly, in line with the tenets of conflict and crises reporting. Government influence must be stopped if effective conflict reportage must be actualized. 

Television Channels both private and Government owned should undergo a paradigm shift from its current posture and selective exposure of social and conflict reportage in the country. In other words, they should be seen as helping to report issues and conflict as they occur without selective coverage.
Sensitivity to religious and cultural philosophy even in time of crises is important. The media should help to counteract the image of those in conflict areas as passive victims by what they put in the public domain.
Further studies in this area should go beyond the scope covered in this study by including more states that were not captured in this study for wider generalization of results.
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APPENDIXE

QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE (s) ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Female [  ]

Age 

22-32
[  ]

33-42
[  ]

42  and above[  ]

Religion

Christian[  ]

Muslim [  ]

SECTION B

QUESTION 1: What is the role of Television on broadcasting?

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain

	Wide range of coverage via satellite
	
	
	

	Access to greater channels in real time
	
	
	

	Create vivid impression thru it visual nature
	
	
	

	Disseminates information to million viewers per time
	
	
	


QUESTION 2: What are the  activities of herdsmen and bandits in Benue State ?

	Options
	Yes
	No
	Uncertain 

	Invades farmers farmland and destroy their crops
	
	
	

	Attack their target communities by mid-night and loot their properties
	
	
	

	Rape women and abduct their children
	
	
	

	Indiscriminate killing and burning of houses
	
	
	


QUESTION 3: Do you think channels television has been effective in reporting herdsmen  and bandit crises in Nigeria?

	Options
	Please Tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Uncertain
	


QUESTION 4:Do you think that Information broadcast-ed on channel television about  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is genuine?

	Options
	Please Tick

	Strongly Agree
	

	Agree
	

	Strongly Disagree
	

	Disagree 
	


QUESTION 5: :The extent of the ingenuity of information broadcasted from Channel Television on  herdsmen and bandit activities in Nigeria is low?

	Options
	Please Tick

	Strongly Agree
	

	Agree
	

	Strongly Disagree
	

	Disagree 
	


