A STUDY ON THE INFLUENCE OF EARLY MARRIAGE ON THE EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF FEMALE MINORS

ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to analyse, interpret, and understand the impact of early marriage on the educational achievement of young girls. The objective is to suggest appropriate interventions that can enhance their well-being in terms of education, thus enabling them to make meaningful contributions to society as empowered individuals in contemporary Nigeria. The purpose of this inquiry was to examine the attitudes of the general public towards early marriage of girl-child. Additionally, it aimed to assess the government's efforts to discourage this practise and understand its implications for the nation's political and economic landscapes. This research study presents several recommendations. First and foremost, it is recommended that the government ensures their orientation programmes are specifically targeted towards the grassroots population. Furthermore, it is recommended that the government integrate subjects pertaining to early marriage and its effects on Nigerian children into the school curriculum.

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

Background of the study

The influence of child marriage on the educational opportunities available to young women has been the subject of discussion since the dawn of time. On the occasion of Children's National Day in 2004, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), in collaboration with the Ministry of Education in Nigeria, held a presentation of statistical findings regarding the ratio of children who attend school to children who do not attend school in today's society (Barret, 2022). According to the study findings, approximately 7.2 million children in Nigeria are not enrolled in school because they are working in industries such as hawking, serving as maids to individuals, or in other occupations. In the meanwhile, according to the statistic shown above, 87 percent of these youngsters discovered outside of school were female. During a press conference that was hosted by the Chairman of the National Orientation Agency, Dr. Chukwuemeka Chukwudi, one of the key reasons why more girl children are discovered outside of school was because female children are given out on marriage at an early age range (Borg, 2022).

There is no longer any room for debate on the fact that women make up more than fifty percent (50%) of the world's working population (UNESCO, 2018). Despite the fact that they make a significant contribution to the growth of the country, they continue to struggle with a variety of challenges that restrict their capacity to advance both individual and communal growth. In this context, one of the primary causes for worry is the state of their education, which, at best, may be characterized as deteriorating to the point that it is no longer on par with that of men. (Borgdan, 2020). The institution of marriage is very important in any culture because it is valid in the creative process and assures the meaningful preparation of the social norm of society. Marriage is legitimate in the production process. Many people who value the fair involvement of women in contemporary education are concerned about the date of early marriage as well as the influence that it has as a consequence of this practice. When girls are married between the ages of 10 and 14, their educational careers are derailed, and this is particularly the case if there is no provision made for a second shot at schooling. Once females are excluded from this process, they become a burden on the society's effort to progress, and the opportunities for them to play constructive roles and make beneficial contributions are severely restricted.

It is inconceivable to consent to the marriage of young women of mature age before they have had the chance to complete their primary education, hence this practice cannot be tolerated. In the meanwhile, one realizes that the concept of girls being given away to men for marriage at a young stage of life is not actually because their parents, wish for such a life, but rather simply due to the poverty level that families are at. The fact that the UNDP provides the globe with an annual indication of the prevalence of poverty among the world's impoverished population, including those living in rural and urban areas, is undeniable proof that income is not distributed fairly within society. As a direct consequence of this, a number of families are now living below the poverty line, with daily incomes of less than N50. It is a well-established fact that the majority of households in Africa consist of many generations living under one roof. This is particularly important given the destructive effects of illnesses such as HIV/AIDS and hunger. As a consequence of this, families are less able to provide for the educational requirements of their children and grandchildren (Bunting, 2020). When it comes to deciding who should attend school, boys are often given priority over girls, which results in the latter group's educational needs being neglected to a far greater extent. This indicates that the effects of poverty on a kid's education are felt more by the female child than by the boy child since the majority of girls are given in marriage for the purpose of receiving money from the son-in-law to fund the education of the male child. The issue that has to be answered is why things have to be this way (Clark , 2022). In addition to the fact that some parents give their young daughters away in early marriages, thereby limiting their opportunities for education, it has also been observed that some women have negative self-concepts and believe they are unable to meet the challenges posed by the contemporary expectations that society has placed on them. This is a separate issue from the fact that some parents do give their young daughters away in early marriages. Because of this, their attempts to learn new things and further their education face quite significant challenges. It is a common misconception in today's culture that the primary focus of contemporary education is on achieving practical ends, or more specifically, on preparing students for the workforce. As a result, society observes a mismatch and a deficiency in energy when students graduate from educational programs that do not provide equivalent guarantee for positions in contemporary sector industries. This makes involvement less likely since there is never any weighty significance associated to the act of learning itself. In a similar vein, learners in schools are not taught skills that may assist them in becoming self-sufficient and gaining self-employment as a result of their official schooling (Croll, 2021). In addition, female children sometimes give in to the ideas of their parents in regard to getting married at a very early stage of life. They do this tentatively because they have learned that every perspective on education is masculine in character, which causes them to believe that their parents are right.

STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS     
This study is specifically concerned with many and varied problems of the handicapped in Benin City, the handicaps here are referred to females whom are giving out to marriage at a very early age, this considering how this is affecting their education. the problems are in the following areas:

a.           What is early marriage?

b.           What are the causes of early marriage?

c.           How does the early marriage affect female education?

d.           What is the government doing to stop early marriage?

e.           What is the general attitude towards early marriage?

f.             In what area can we find higher rate of early marriage?

g.           What percentage of females get a second chance for education alter early marriage and otherwise.

SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY  
          It is expected that findings from this study will help in the following areas:

1.           Help to identify what early marriage is all about.

2.           Enumerate the causes of early marriage

3.           Identify the IMPACT of early marriage on the academic ACHIEVEMENT on girl child.

4.           Identify government aid towards the stopping of early marriage in Nigeria.

5.           To know the general attitude of the public towards early marriage.

6.           Should be able to tell if early marriage is higher in the rural areas or in the urban area.

7.           Identify the percentage of those that get a second chance for education after early marriage and the percentage of those that do not get second chance for education after early marriage.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY  
Early marriages have been found to be at a very high rate in Asian, Africa Continents, even Latin America. The research work done by WOTCLEE, UNICEF and the ministry of education revealed that the future of Nigeria is being endangered as more than 50% Nigerians active population are derived of education as they are given out for marriage at a very early age. Meanwhile, the purpose of this research is to look at the situation of early marriage, its IMPACT on academic ACHIEVEMENT of the girl child and then proffering avenues to reduce to the barest minimum, the idea of early marriage in our society.
RESEARCH HYPOTHESES

For the successful completion of the study, the following research hypotheses were formulated by the researcher;  

H0: there are no possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria
H1: there are possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria 
H02: there are no educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria
DEFINITION OF TERMS                                 
Commensurate: In the right proportion, appropriate.

Contemporary: Of the time or period being referred to. Belonging to the same time.

Education: A process of training and instruction, especially of children and young people on schools, College,  etc which is designed to given knowledge and develop skills.

Legitimate: That can be defended

Marriage: A formal, usually legally recognized, agreement between a man and a woman making them husband and wife, the state of being married.

Masculine: having the qualities or appearance considered to be typical of or appropriate for men.

Norms: A standard or pattern, especially of social behaviour, that is typical of a group.

Perspective: A particular attitude towards a point of view.

Populace: The general public, ordinary people

Society: A system in which people live together in organized communities. A community of people living in a particular country or region and having shared customs, laws, organization. An organization of people form for a purpose.

Tentative: Done or said without certainly that it is right, definite or final, not confident.

UNESCO: This is an acronym for United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization.

UNICEF: This is an acronym for, United nations children fund.

CHAPTER TWO  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

  2.1 INTRODUCTION

In the literature review, attempt should be made to define early marriage for better comprehension, to review the contest of early marriage in Africa, early marriage as a developmental challenge and the key issues surrounding early marriage (consequences).

2.2 EARLY MARRIAGE

The term “early marriage” is used to refer to both formal marriages and informal unions in which a girl lives with a partner as if married before age of 18 (UNICEF 2005; forum on marriage and the rights of women and girls 2001). For UNIFPA (2006) early marriage, also known as Child Marriage, is defined as “any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years, before the girl is physically, physiologically, and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and childbearing”. Child marriage, on the other hand, involves either one or both spouses being children and may take place with or without formal registration, and under civil, religious or customary laws. In a 1989 study by world health organization, it was found that in Bangladish, 25 per cent of 14 years old girls were married, in Napal, 35 per cent of 15 years girls were married. The same study shows that in Southeast Asia, 24 per cent, in Africa, 44 per cent, and in Latin America, 16 per cent of women under 18 years were married (WHO, 1989). In some parts of the world, parents’ pressure on young girls to do so is held as the major explanation for the early marriage (TAG1, 1995: Cook, 1994). Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS, 1990) shows that half of all women in Nigeria were married by age of 17, while the median age at early marriage varied from one region to another. Wallchant (1990) shows that women in Africa tend to marry at a very young age, as early as 12 or 13 years in some areas, for many reasons. Meanwhile, urban woman who got married before the age of 18 appears to have more children than their rural counterpart whereas the reverse is the case for other ages of marriage (Bababola, 1992). The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the most comprehensive international bill of rights for women, stated that any betrothal or marriage of a child should not have any legal status. The committee that monitors this convention stated further in General Recommendation 21 (Article 16(2)) that the minimum age for marriage for both male and female should be 18 years, the age when “they have attained full maturity and capacity to act”. Most early marriages are arranged and based on the consent of parents and often fail to ensure the best interests of the girl child. Early marriages often include some elements of force, (Otoo-oyortey and (Pobi 2003). The lack of an overarching definition of early marriage in international conventions has generated some debates. Some scholars and activists, argue that instead of looking for a universal age at which girls and boys should not marry, the focus should be put instead on eliminating the unwanted IMPACTs of early marriage (women’s human rights resources, http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/diana/index.htm). For example, some commentators suggested that a universal age of marriage is not appropriate, in part because societies have different understanding of what it means to be a child as well as different socio- economic and cultural realities. Bunting (1999) proposes that governments should be allowed to set the age of marriage below 18 years of age, but that the onus is on them to demonstrate that this lower age does not result in any discrimination or adverse consequences for women.

2.3 CONTEXT OF EARLY MARRIAGE IN AFRICA

While more women are now marrying at later ages, in many regions, early marriage remains the norm. Overall, 20-50 percent of women in developing countries are married before the age of 18, with the highest percentages in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia (Singh and Samara, 1996 cited by Lefevre et al. 2004). Early motherhood has been the subject of a growing number of studies, research projects and intervention programs in Africa. African women in general marry at a much earlier age than their non- African counterparts, leading to early pregnancies. Surveys carried out in some Sahelian countries offer alarming examples. In northern states of Nigeria, for example, according to the 1992 Health and Demographic Survey (HDS), 47% of women aged between 20 and 24 were married before the age of 15 and 87% before the age of 18. A total of 53% had also had a child before the age of 18, (Locoh Therese, 2000). 

Early marriage as a developmental challenge

Early marriage stands in direct conflict with the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), (Mathur, 2003). It threatens the achievement of the first six goals respectively, eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primarily education, promoting gender equality and empowering women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, (UN 2007). When the relationship between age at marriage and development is examined, it becomes clear that later marriage is a precondition for the attainment of desired development related goals. These can include completion of school, acquisition of training for employment, and attainment of the skills and information related to the roles of citizen, family member, and consumer that are part of a successful adulthood, (Mathur, 2003 and UNICEF, 2003). In many countries child marriage is linked with poverty. This is because it affects particularly the poorest in the population, and helps to reinforce cycles of poverty. Early marriage is associated with high fertility. However, one reason for a poverty trap is a demographic trap, when impoverished families choose to have lots of children. According to Sachs (2005), high fertility rates in one generation, therefore, tend to lead to impoverished of the children and high fertility in the following generation as well. Women are at the heart of many societies. Regardless of whether they are working or not, mothers are very influential people in children’s lives. According to DFID (2005), educating girls is one of the most important investments that a country can make in its own future. Education has a profound IMPACT on girls and women’s ability to claim other rights and achieve status in society, such as economic independence and political representation. Having an education can make an enormous difference to woman’s chances of finding well paid, raising a health family and preventing the spread of diseases such as HIV and AIDS. UNICEF (1994) argues that it is not only the girls that pay for early marriage but that society also pays. Population pressure, health care costs and lost opportunities of human development are just a few of the growing burdens that society shoulders because of early marriage. Girls’ education is one of the means to address poverty and developmental problems. With education girls are given the chance to choose their own futures and not one chosen by their parents and guardians. Malhotra and Mather (1997) argue that there is a close link between delayed marriage and adult earnings. Women’s economic future and their ability to participation in and contribute to the global economy are primarily dependent on a rise in educational attainment, but this is impossible when the girl married early. Women who marry at early age are likely to find the sole focus of their lives, at the expense of development in other areas such as formal education, and training for employment, work experience and personal growth. Early marriage can, therefore, be a significant barrier for communities seeking to raise education levels and break the cycle of poverty. 

2.4 KEY ISSUES SURROUNDING EARLY MARRIAGE (CONSEQUENCES)

They tend to be a relationship between age of marriage, level of education, poverty, and health: poorer, less educated girls tend to marry earlier and tend also to have poorer health. The following consequences tend to flow from early marriage 

2.4.1 Health and Related Outcomes

Early child bearing and unwanted pregnancies: young girls who get married will most likely be forced into having sexual intercourse with their, usually much older, husbands. This has severe negative health consequences as the girl is often not psychologically, physically and sexually mature. Early marriage is associated with early child bearing. Young married girls are under tremendous pressure to prove their fertility in the first year of marriage. Girls, who marry young, inevitably have children early, and have many children, because their knowledge of contraception is poor and their power to negotiate its use is weak. 

Domestic violence and sexual abuse:

As young girls are often married to men who are much older than themselves, the age difference tends to reinforce the powerlessness of the girl, who is thus at greater risk of abuse and less likely to assert herself. Young married girls are more likely to be beaten or threatened and more likely to believe that a husband might sometimes be justified in beating his wife. Women who believe that are more likely to have been married before age 18 than those who believe that there is never justification. Child brides are often more susceptible to domestic violence. (USAID Gender Assessment, 2003-2005). In Egypt, data indicates that 29% of married adolescents were beaten by their spouses—or their spouses and others. Of these, 41% were beaten when they were pregnant. (Population Council, 2000 cited by ICRW, 2008). 

High maternal mortality and morbidity:

the world health organization estimates that the risk of death following pregnancy is twice as great for women between 15 and 19 years than for those between the ages of 20 and 24. The maternal mortality rate can be up to five times higher for girls aged between 10 and 14 than for women of about twenty years of age. Pregnant adolescents face far more health problems than older women, particularly single girls who often receive less prenatal care (WHO report, 2009). Adolescents are far more susceptible to suffering from anemia than adults, which greatly increase the risk and complications linked to pregnancy. They are equally more at risk of malnutrition, high blood pressure linked to pregnancy and eclampsia than women who are over 20, (Women's International Network 2000 and IHEU 2006).  

Increased Risk of Contracting Sexually Transmitted Diseases and HIV/AIDS 

 Fear of HIV infection, for example, has encouraged men in some African countries to seek young virgin – and therefore uninfected –partners. On top of pregnancy-related complications, young married girls are also at high risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. Young married girls are even at higher risk because their older husbands may already be infected in previous sexual relationships. Furthermore, the age difference between the girl and the husband and her low economic status make it almost impossible for the girl to negotiate safe sex or demand fidelity. Early marriage usually means that young girls enter marriage without adequate information about critical sexual intercourse, contraception, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy and childbirth 

2.4.2 LACK OF POWER

It is hypothesized that women who are married as children have less decision making power than women whose marriage is delayed until adulthood. They don’t have ability to make decision on their own health care, contraception, household budget, daily household purchases, visit to family and friends etc, (UNICEF, 1996). They have little power in relation to their husbands and in-laws

2.5 THE SOCIO-CULTURAL FRAMEWORK: CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS RELATED TO EARLY MARRIAGE 

The socio-cultural framework can be explored in terms of ‘customs’ and ‘traditions’ as two common denominators for the causes of early marriage. ‘Customs’ and ‘traditions’ can be understood as ‘man made doctrines, beliefs, practices, or stories that are passed from generation to generation, orally or by example’ (Heinonen 2002). Customs surrounding marriage, including the desirable age and the way in which a spouse is selected, depend on a society’s view of the family its role, structure, pattern of life and the individual and collective responsibilities of its members (UNICEF 2001a:5). Early marriage and other traditional practices such as female genital mutilation15 are part of a complex social relationship related to family formation and sustainability of ethnic groups. Studies on marriage abound but often fail to incorporate early marriage in a holistic picture of the place of marriage in family formation, community building, the role and process of early marriage and its relations to other traditional practices (NCTPE 1997:197). Viewed from a socio-cultural perspective, the reasons for early marriage are varied and many. Some of the most common socio-cultural reasons for early marriage are: to forge alliances/ links between families and to ensure that the girl is properly married while she is still a virgin and too young to act independently. In this context, early marriage may even occur where a family has made a pledge to give its daughter in marriage to a benefactor. Hence, the age of betrothal for girls in early arranged marriages might even be before birth takes place or after puberty (FMRWG 2000, 2001, 2003; Heinonen 2002). Here it should be noted that, in early arranged marriage, like forced marriage, the element of the girl’s consent is usually absent The themes of female purity and danger permeate entrenched beliefs for maintaining the status quo. In societies where the honor of the family depends upon the honor of its women, there is a strong link between early marriage and the social goal of maintaining the reputation of daughters. Consequently, virginity becomes a necessary preliminary as well as an absolute prerequisite to marriage. This is because once a girl has lost her virginity, and/or given birth out of wedlock, she is considered a woman, even if she is only 12 years old or younger (Heinonen 2002). The socio-cultural justifications of parents for early marriage can be summed as: fear of being dishonored as a result of delayed marriage and/or loss of virginity, to prevent abduction, to secure a proper marriage for daughters, and to forge links between families. More specifically, traditional justifications for early marriage may include: 1) Respect for traditions that dictate that girls should marry early; 2) The honoring of pledges to a family or a benefactor; 3) The strengthening of community ties; and 4) Girls given a substitute to the husband of a deceased sister (FMRWG 2000; Heinonen 2002). However, this does not tell us why particularly girls are married off early, rather than boys. The underlying reason behind early marriage is discrimination against girls and women from the time they are born and throughout their life cycle (FMRWG 2000, 2001, 2003). Hence, the themes of female purity and danger permeate entrenched beliefs for maintaining the status quo (Heinonen 2002). In the final analysis, social norms and gender-related inequalities reinforce poverty in girls who marry early. In this regard, the underlying reason behind gender-specific socio-cultural justifications for early marriage can be further explored in the light of the economic framework or the economics of early marriage. 

2.6 THE ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK: THE LINKS BETWEEN EARLY MARRIAGE AND POVERTY

From the economic point of view, young girls are often seen as an economic burden and married off. In this respect, early marriage for girls is viewed as a means of economic survival, i.e., if a girl is married early, the family has one mouth less to feed, and the hope is that the girl herself will be better off. In other words, parents may feel that marrying a daughter at a young age can help them economically (Heinonen 2002). In this context, the link between early marriage and poverty is discussed in terms of ensuring a better future for girls, or of girls being financial burdens to their families. The latter is voiced in terms of “another mouth to feed”, the aim is securing the survival of the family, depriving a girl of her education in order to give a better chance to her brothers, since her labor power and children will go to her husband’s pratrilineage anyway (Heinonen 2002; UNICEF 2001a; FMRWG 2000). Conversely, the prohibitively high bride price demanded by parents in some rural areas of Ethiopia is encouraging poor young men to abduct and rape underage girls in order to secure a marriage (Teshome Segni 2002). A multitude of issues created by early marriage are increasingly associated with poverty and illiteracy. Recent studies show that poverty and illiteracy are the main causes for early marriage and its continuance. “Globally, early marriage and early childbearing have been more or less abandoned by the wealthiest section of society, even in poor and highly traditional countries. Virtually, everywhere, poor women in rural areas tend to marry younger than those in urban areas and educational levels also play a critical role” (UNICEF 2001a:5). FMRWG (2003:11) further notes that, “poverty is a major cause, as well as a consequence, of early marriage for many young girls under the age of 18.” In many traditional settings, poor families use the early marriage of daughters as a strategy for reducing their own economic vulnerability, shifting the economic burden related to a daughter’s care to the husband’s family. Unfortunately, while this strategy may in some instances place the girl in a better-off family environment, in many cases, the negative IMPACTs reinforce her vulnerability, and that of her children, to poverty in her marital home. “The younger the age at the time of marriage, the lower the probability that girls will have acquired critical skills and developed their personal capacity to manage adverse situations that may affect their overall welfare and economic well-being” (FMRWG 2003) The foregoing discussions about the links between early marriage and poverty imply that the tradition of early marriage is part of a circle of “poverty”16 in its broader sense. In this connection, FMRWG (2003:14-15) clearly states that: “There are over 1 billion people living below the poverty line (on less than a dollar a day). The majority of who are females and mainly live in rural areas of developing countries. This form of poverty is characterized by a lack of human capital such as livelihood, skills, education, interpersonal skills, good health (including sexual and reproductive health) and well-being. Additionally the majority of poor people lack social assets and social networks (Diop et al 2002). Married adolescent girls, especially those from rural settings, are at most risk of being poor and will therefore manifest most of these characteristics of poverty. There is little information on the determinants of early marriage. However, anecdotal evidence indicates that the majority of married girls in rural communities tend to have mothers who are married early. Marriage becomes the only option available to such girls. Poorer mothers are more likely to transmit intergenerational poverty to their children. Children born to young mothers will be disproportionately affected by the ‘intergenerational transmission of poverty via nutrition which often begins in the womb of the malnourished mother’ (Harper et al 2003:3, 27). Such children become stunted and underweight in early life and also experience slow-cognitive development. This may lead to learning difficulties-and adversely affect their development of life skills-which will also, in turn, limit their productivity and earning opportunities, thus perpetuating the cycle of poverty into the next generation. This could be financial, material or environmental, or simply about acquisition of social values, knowledge or status. Young girls who have married early will therefore have fewer opportunities to acquire vital capabilities that can be used when they are in vulnerable situation.” Based on the above-mentioned statements, FMRWG (2003) strongly argues that poverty is gendered and affects men and women differently; strategies that target poverty do not address the multi-dimensional nature of poverty and fail to focus on the most vulnerable. Existing gender discrimination and socially prescribed roles for wives put undue pressure on young wives to meet these demanding responsibilities. Social issues around the transmission of poverty and the vicious circle of early marriage have not been adequately researched. However, available evidence indicates that social norms regarding access to and control over productive resources and assets within the household are biased against girls and can be exacerbated in situations where girls are married early and have very little decision-making power. In addition, social pressures to bear many children results in the girls’ preoccupation with childcare and their social isolation, while their lack of access to opportunities and resources is a hindrance to improve their vulnerability to social poverty. In general, concerning the intergenerational cycle of early marriage and poverty, Tan (2004) further argues that once married, young girls will no longer be able to stay in school. They tend to be socially isolated, sequestered at home to raise another generation of children where daughters are again deprived of opportunities to break out the intergenerational cycles of early marriage and poverty. Ultimately, it is the society, which pays for this. The young brides, as well as their children, face greater risks for illness and death. The young brides also represent “wasted human capital”, reduced to becoming “baby-makers” (Tan 2004). This remark will be further explored in the light of the human development framework. 
2.8 CHILD/EARLY OR FORCED MARRIAGE IN NIGERIA

The term early marriage or child marriage refers to any marriage of a child younger than 18years old in accordance to Article on the Convention on the Rights of the child. UNICEF (2005) describes it as both formal marriage and informal unions in which a girl lives with a partner as if married before the age of 18. It can also be defined as any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years before the girl is physically, physiologically and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and child bearing. Child marriage is viewed as a violation of human rights and is prohibited by a number of international conventions and other instruments, namely: Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948; Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages, 1964; African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1990; and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. 

2.9 CAUSES OF EARLY AND CHILD MARRIAGE

There are several causes, ranging from: Cultural and Social pressure; persecution, forced migration and slavery; financial challenges; politics and financial relationship; religion and child marriage (Aduradola, 2013). To poverty and economic transactions; Notions of morality and honour are also major causes of Child Marriage (Adebambo, 2010). In fact, underlying causes of early marriage are many, which include poverty, parental desire to prevent sexual relations outside marriage and the fear of rape, a lack of educational or employment opportunities for girls, and traditional notions of the primary role of women and girls as wives and mothers (UNICEF, 2008). Erulkar and Bello (2007) opined that the basis for acceptance of early marriages in the northern parts of Nigeria in particular is to preserve the value of virginity, fears about pre-marital sexual activity, to reduce promiscuity of the girl-child, and other socio-cultural and religious norms. However, because of little exposure of most parents and their short sightedness, they forget the IMPACT it has on the girl- child as well as their community development. It is however unfortunate, disturbing and worrisome that the girl- child has no power to resist the pressure. Poverty, weak legislative frameworks and enforcement, harmful traditional practices, gender discrimination and lack of alternative opportunities for girls (especially education) are all major drivers of child marriage. Fragility of environment breeds particular fears and anxieties that cause parents and girls to resort to early marriage as a protection against risk (whether real or perceived) (World Vision UK, 2013). Lack of education, the lower value placed on girls’ education, school drop-out, gender-based violence (including sexual violence) and early pregnancy, can be both causes and consequences of child marriage. In many societies, women and girls are subject to deep-rooted norms, attitudes and behaviours that assign them a lower status than men and boys within the household, the community and in society at large. These beliefs deny girls their rights and stifle their ability to play an equal role at home and in the community (Davis, Postles and Rosa, 2013).

2.10 EARLY MARRIAGE: A GENDER–BASED VIOLENCE AND A VIOLATION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS IN NIGERIA

Child marriage represents one of the greatest development challenges of our time. It has considerable implications for the social development of child brides, in terms of low levels of education, poor health and lack of agency and personal autonomy. It is a practice that robs children of their childhood, imperils their health, and destroys their hopes. It constitutes a violation of the rights of the girls who are forced to marry early, and it profoundly affects their life through substantially lower education prospects, health complications (such as vesico-vaginal fistulae, a higher likelihood of acquiring HIV/AIDS, and higher levels of infant mortality with early pregnancies), and higher risks of violence in the home as well as social exclusion. Violence occurs when the child refuses sex; she is violently assaulted sexually and ends up being pregnant at a very early age. Many of these girls experience obstructive labour and consequently develop fistula and are abandoned by both husbands and parents to their fate (Childs Right Information Network, 2011). In Nigeria, like other African countries (Demographic Health Survey, 2003:6, See Table 1), where the age of marriage is low; the incidence of child marriages might have heavy implications that could affect the healthcare and treatment of women in the country. The incidence is much higher in the northern region of Nigeria where prenatal care and free will for young married women are lower than in other regions of the country (Bello and Annabel, 2007). Nigeria ranked 19th among top 20 countries with highest rates of child marriage. Using data from the late 1990s for Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, and Togo, Lloyd and Mensch (2008) find that for girls aged 15 to 24, child marriage and pregnancies directly account for between 5% and 33% of drop-outs, depending on the country. Using similar data for Nigeria for 2006, Nguyen and Wodon (2012) find that child marriage (and to a much lower extent pregnancies) account for 15% to 20% of drop-outs, which is of the same order of magnitude. In addition, Nguyen and Wodon (2012) also show that if child marriage and early pregnancies could be eliminated, this could potentially reduce the gender gap in education by about half. The causes and IMPACTs of child marriage are intrinsically linked. Driven by a growing recognition of human and economic costs – as well as an international consensus regarding the impacts of early marriage on girls’ human rights   countries around the world have moved, albeit unevenly, to illegalise the practice. However, as Brown (2012) notes, due to uneven enforcement even ‘strong legislation has often delivered weak results’. Early marriage is an issue that cannot be solved in isolation because it results from a complexity of social, cultural and economic dimensions and widespread gender discrimination. Repeated studies have shown the importance of education in eliminating child marriage (Lloyd and Mensch 2006; Okereke, Uwakwe and Nwamuo, 2013). These studies found that the more education a girl receives, the less likely she is to be married early. Improving access to education and eliminating gender gaps in education are important strategies for ending the practice of early marriage. Government should exercise the political will to implement relevant laws and conceptions, including the right of the child as bona-fide citizen of the country. Reforms must take cognizance of the power of traditionally structured family. But parents, family heads, traditional rulers and other stakeholders must realize there is need for change of attitudes towards the phenomenon of child marriage. Awareness should be created that it is not a fight against religious beliefs, it is to save the lives of child brides from all the attendant consequences. The Northern Nigeria states must adopt the Child Rights Act, which was passed into law in 2003 and adopted by 23 states, without any modifications as depicted in the Jigawa Child Rights Law (despite having a Sharia civil law in place) and  the Borno proposed bill (Osakinle, Ibimiluyi and Okunade, 2015). Ending child marriage will help break the intergenerational cycle of poverty by allowing girls and women to participate more fully in society. Empowered and educated girls are better able to nourish and care for their children, leading to healthier, smaller families. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research design
The researcher used descriptive research survey design in building up this project work the choice of this research design was considered appropriate because of its advantages of identifying attributes of a large population from a group of individuals. The design was suitable for the study as the study sought to the IMPACT of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT

Sources of data collection 

Data were collected from two main sources namely:

(i)Primary source and 



(ii)Secondary source 



Primary source:


These are materials of statistical investigation which were collected by the research for a particular purpose. They can be obtained through a survey, observation questionnaire or as experiment; the researcher has adopted the questionnaire method for this study.

Secondary source:

These are data from textbook Journal handset etc. they arise as byproducts of the same other purposes. Example administration, various other unpublished works and write ups were also used. 

Population of the study 

Population of a study is a group of persons or aggregate items, things the researcher is interested in getting information on the  impact of early marriage on the academic achievement of the girl child. 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Ibesikpo asutan local government of Akwa Ibom State was selected randomly by the researcher as the population of the study.

Sample and sampling procedure

Sample is the set people or items which constitute part of a given population sampling. Due to large size of the target population, the researcher used the Taro Yamani formula to arrive at the sample population of the study.

n= N

    1+N (e) 2

n= 200

1+200(0.05)2
= 200

1+200(0.0025) 

= 200               200

1+0.5      =      1.5       = 133.

3.5
Instrument for data collection 

The major research instrument used is the questionnaires. This was appropriately moderated. The secretaries were administered with the questionnaires to complete, with or without disclosing their identities. The questionnaire was designed to obtain sufficient and relevant information from the respondents. The primary data contained information extracted from the questionnaires in which the respondents were required to give specific answer to a question by ticking in front of an appropriate answer and administered the same on staff of the two organizations: The questionnaires contained structured questions which were divided into sections A and B.

 Validation of the research instrument

The questionnaire used as the research instrument was subjected to face its validation. This research instrument (questionnaire) adopted was adequately checked and validated by the supervisor his contributions and corrections were included into the final draft of the research instrument used.

 Method of data analysis

The data collected was not an end in itself but it served as a means to an end. The end being the use of the required data to understand the various situations it is with a view to making valuable recommendations and contributions. To this end, the data collected has to be analysis for any meaningful interpretation to come out with some results. It is for this reason that the following methods were adopted in the research project for the analysis of the data collected. For a comprehensive analysis of data collected, emphasis was laid on the use of absolute numbers frequencies of responses and percentages. Answers to the research questions were provided through the comparison of the percentage of workers response to each statement in the questionnaire related to any specified question being considered.
Frequency in this study refers to the arrangement of responses in order of magnitude or occurrence while percentage refers to the arrangements of the responses in order of their proportion. The simple percentage method is believed to be straight forward easy to interpret and understand method.

The researcher therefore chooses the simple percentage as the method to use.

The formula for percentage is shown as. 
% = f/N x 100/1 

Where f = frequency of respondents response 

N = Total Number of response of the sample 

100 = Consistency in the percentage of respondents for each item 

Contained in questions  

CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION ANALYSIS INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

4.1 Introduction


Efforts will be made at this stage to present, analyze and interpret the data collected during the field survey.  This presentation will be based on the responses from the completed questionnaires. The result of this exercise will be summarized in tabular forms for easy references and analysis. It will also show answers to questions relating to the research questions for this research study. The researcher employed simple percentage in the analysis. 

DATA ANALYSIS 

The data collected from the respondents were analyzed in tabular form with simple percentage for easy understanding. 

A total of 133(one hundred and thirty three) questionnaires were distributed and 133 questionnaires were returned.

Question 1

Gender distribution of the respondents.

TABLE I

	Gender distribution of the respondents

	Response
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Male
	77
	57.9
	57.9
	57.9

	
	Female
	56
	42.1
	42.1
	100.0

	
	Total
	133
	100.0
	100.0
	


From the above table it shows that 57.9% of the respondents were male while 42.1% of the respondents were female. 

Question 2

The positions held by respondents

TABLE II


	The positions held by respondents

	Response
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Principals 
	37
	27.8
	27.8
	27.8

	
	Vice principals adm   
	50
	37.6
	37.6
	65.4

	
	Senior staff  
	23
	17.3
	17.3
	82.7

	
	Junior staff    
	23
	17.3
	17.3
	100.0

	
	Total
	133
	100.0
	100.0
	


 T e above tables shown that 37 respondents which represents27.8% of the respondents are principals of nurses 50 respondents which represents 37.6 % are vice principals administration  23 respondents which represents 17.3% of the respondents are senior staff, while 23 respondents which represent 17.3% of the respondents are junior staff

TEST OF HYPOTHESES

There are no possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria 
Table III

	there are no possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria 

	Response 
	Observed N
	Expected N
	Residual

	Agreed
	40
	33.3
	6.8

	strongly agreed
	50
	33.3
	16.8

	Disagreed
	26
	33.3
	-7.3

	strongly disagreed
	17
	33.3
	-16.3

	Total
	133
	
	


	Test Statistics

	
	there are no possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria 

	Chi-Square
	19.331a

	Df
	3

	Asymp. Sig.
	.000

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 33.3.


decision rule: 

There researcher therefore reject the null hypothesis there are no possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria as the calculated value of 19.331 is greater than the critical value of 7.82  
Therefore the alternate hypothesis is accepted that there are possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria 
TEST OF HYPOTHESIS TWO

There are no educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria 

Table V

	there are no educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria 

	Response 
	Observed N
	Expected N
	Residual

	Yes
	73
	44.3
	28.7

	No
	33
	44.3
	-11.3

	Undecided
	27
	44.3
	-17.3

	Total
	133
	
	


	Test Statistics

	
	there are no educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria 

	Chi-Square
	28.211a

	Df
	2

	Asymp. Sig.
	 .000

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is 44.3.


Decision rule: 

There researcher therefore rejects the null hypothesis there are no educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria  as the calculated value of 28.211 is greater than the critical value of 5.99 
Therefore the alternate hypothesis is accepted that state there are educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria  

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Introduction 


It is important to ascertain that the objective of this study was to ascertain the IMPACT of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT

In the preceding chapter, the relevant data collected for this study were presented, critically analyzed and appropriate interpretation given. In this chapter, certain recommendations made which in the opinion of the researcher will be of benefits in addressing the challenges of the IMPACT of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT 

Summary



This study was on the IMPACT of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT. Five objectives were raised which included: To identify the possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria, to examine the educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria, to examine the non-educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria. In line with these objectives, two research hypotheses were formulated and two null hypotheses were posited. The total population for the study is 200 staff of selected secondary schools in Ibesikpo asutan local government of Akwa Ibom statement. The researcher used questionnaires as the instrument for the data collection. Descriptive Survey research design was adopted for this study. A total of 133 respondents made up in principals, vice principals administration, senior staff and junior staff were used for the study. The data collected were presented in tables and analyzed using simple percentage  and frequencies

5.3 Conclusion


The following conclusions were drawn from this current study:

 • Early girl-child marriage is prevalent in societies whose cultural beliefs and attitudes are difficult to change. Early girl-child marriage is a culturally gender practice which discriminates equal opportunities and places the girl –child a second class citizen in her society. The research study revealed that early girl-child marriage as a cultural gender practice is prevalent in Samanga ‘A’ Ward.

 • The prevalence of early girl-child marriage is greatly perpetuated by the society’s mixed attitudes which have since seen the girl-child discriminated in her efforts for self- empowerment and self -emancipation through education. Education as a strong tool to acquire knowledge and life skills is regarded as the boy child’s right to acquire.

 • Dominance of patriarchal attitudes coupled with autocracy within some family systems make the girl child an inferior subsystem.

 • Some men take advantage of the girl child’s poverty to cheat her into marriage by promising that she will be provided with everything.

5.4 Recommendations

The research recommended that: 

• There is great need to make it mandatory that every girl-child must attend and attain secondary education which will make her concentrate on school work, socialize on the IMPACTs of early marriage and gains life skills for economic growth and sustainable development.

 • Gender inequality should be a teaching and examinable subject from primary to secondary education so that the society is educated for continued sustainable economic, moral, social, political and spiritual transformation and development.

 • More community awareness and empowerment programs should be intensified in order to reach all corners of the country and follow up by the government should be done to check and evaluate on the IMPACTive implementation of the programs. This effort will change undesirable behaviours and attitudes on the girl-child.

 • Communities, traditional leaders and religious groups should be capacitated with knowledge and skills that enable them to enforce mechanisms that eliminate the practice of girl-child marriage. 

• Recovery and social reintegration services should be available for all girl child victims of girl child marriage to enable them to regain their damaged ego for continued sustenance of life.

 • Reporting mechanisms available to children and their representatives must be safely accessible to enable the reporting of girl child marriages, taking into account the special difficulties for the child and their advocates caused by the dominant approval of the practice. Reporting must lead to appropriate action to protect children in their best interest 
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Appendix 

Please answer the following questions sincerely. The information gathered will be treated confidentially

INSTRUCTION: Tick as appropriate

SECTION A

Sex :
 Male   {
}                   Female  {
}

Marital status: Single   {
}    Married {
     } Others {
}

Educational level: Primary school certificate  {
    }
SSCE {   }
 B.Sc.
{
}
PhD   {
}

Age group:  16-25
{
}
  26-35  {
}36-45  {
}
    46-55  {
    }
56 and above  {
}

SECTION B
There are no possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria ?

Yes  (  )

No  (  )

Undecided (  )

There are no educational IMPACTs of early marriage on female academic ACHIEVEMENT in Nigeria ?

Yes  (  )

No  (  )

Undecided (  )

