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ABSTRACT

The main focus of this study delved into a critical investigation of secondary school student awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria Using Ede, Osun State as case study. Survey research design was employed for the study and with the use of convenience sampling method,  210 respondent were selected from 3 secondary school in Ede-South. Well structured questionnaire was issued and were retrieved from the the participant. Data was analyzed using frequency and tables. Hypothesis was tested using Chi-Square statistical tool(SPSS). Findings from the study revealed that creating awareness of electoral process in secondary school is vital for raising democratic and political consciousness among student. This is not just for the benefit of the student but, this will go along way in shaping their behaviour during election and raise their trust in the democratic government. Hence owing to the aforementioned importance, the government has taken steps such as making civic education, social studies and government and important subject in secondary curriculum so as to achieve the desired political education of the younger generation. The study, therefore recommends that Institutionalize and intensifying of political education programmes at all levels in secondary schools should be incorporated so as to enhance political skills,knowledge and political participation among student who are potential voters. Moreso, electoral bodies and organization should make it a duty to visit secondary school within the local government to take the student on political awareness, sharing of political educative magazine or handbook caution them on the pro and cons of electoral participation, violence and other political inclined orientations.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1
Background of the study

The phrase "knowledge is power" is not an exaggeration. The majority of participants' lack of comprehension of the process is one of the biggest challenges influencing the election process, as well as almost every other procedure in Nigeria and other developing countries. The most significant impediment to the nascent democracy is the pervasive state of ill-prepared voters' education and insecurity of lives and property, as evidenced by a spate of armed robbery attacks, political opponent assassinations, ill-prepared voters' education for the upcoming elections in Nigeria, electoral fraud, and the apparent helplessness of a government in power for a long time. The problem is compounded by the increasing number of unemployed Nigerians, some of whom are good candidates for criminal behavior. When all of the factors that should be present, such as voter education, are either unavailable or insignificant for long-term political evolution in Nigeria, the democratic experience in Nigeria over the last decade cannot be considered excellent when compared to Ghana (Uhunmwuangho & Aibieyi, 2017).

Raising awareness is a critical means of spreading knowledge. The majority of people in developing countries, like Nigeria, are uninformed of the complexities of the electoral process. It is vital that the general public understands that the electoral process comprises more than just voting. The ability to vote correctly is determined by one's awareness of all other crucial events in the election process. Proper knowledge also promotes active involvement and a sense of citizenship among the general people, both of which are vital to the development of any expanding country (Weldeab, 2010 cited in Uhunmwuangho & Aibieyi, 2017).

The significance of voter education in the political processes of any country, developed or developing, cannot be understated. Voter education must begin as soon as feasible in order for an election to be successful. Voter education is designed to ensure that voters in any country are ready, willing, and able to participate in the political process. This involves electoral literacy, instructional activities, and the conviction that the political process is legitimate and effective in selecting its own politicians. As a result, it is vital to say that voters have faith in the election process when they are adequately taught about the processes, which would be made simpler if this sensitization began in secondary school, knowing that these kids will be prospective voters when they become eighteen. This is due to the importance of this understanding in moulding their political conduct and supplying them with critical information about the country's electoral process.
1.2
Statement of the problem 

Voter education plays an important role in every nation's growth process. It is the foundation of any nation's economy and an essential tool for training the young voters for long-term and democratic administration in the twenty-first century of political and national growth. The importance of voter education in any election process cannot be overstated. It is critical that voter education begin on time in order for the election to be a success. Electoral fraud has remained a thorny subject since the country's independence. The first three democratic trials were cut short due to electoral fraud and bad election administration. Furthermore, the 1999 general elections, which launched the present democratic regime, were allegedly marred by widespread and gigantic electoral malpractices and anomalies. Since the establishment of the current democratic regime, there has been little emphasis on teaching the Nigerian public about voting rights. Almost all elections in this nation have been marred by electoral violence, intimidation, manipulation of the electoral commission and security forces, election cheating, double voting, hijacking of ballot boxes, vote buying, and counters. Voter education is critical in any democratic system, as proper orientation of secondary school children to the importance of voting and participation in our country's democratic system will not only instill a high level of motivation and encouragement in the students, but will also instill confidence in the government. This strategy would undoubtedly result in a long-term democratic regime in our nation, Nigeria. Thus, it is on this assumption that this study will give an assessment of secondary school pupils' understanding of the Nigerian election process. This sensitization becomes vital if the curriculum is tailored in any manner to teach secondary school children about the country's election process, knowing that they will be part of the future electorate.

1.3
Objective of the study

The main focus of this study is to critically investigate secondary school students’ awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria. Specifically the study seeks to:

Analyse the meaning and nature of the concept of electoral process in Nigeria.

2. Investigate the  importance of electoral awareness in secondary schools

3. Enlighten the secondary school students on the impact of electoral process in Nigeria

4. Create a balance assessment on the level of students awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria. 

5. Evaluate government policies and steps government have taken to create awareness on electoral process among secondary schools students in Nigeria.

1.4
Research Questions

The research is guided by the following research question:

What is the nature of electoral process in Nigeria?

2. What are the importance of electoral awareness in secondary schools?

3. In what way does educating the secondary school student on voter education impact the  electoral process in Nigeria?

4. What is the level of students awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria? 

5. What are the steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary schools?
1.5
Research hypotheses

The following null hypotheses are tested in this study:

H01: The level of secondary school student awareness on electoral process is low.

H02: There are no known steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary school.

1.6
Significance of the study

Since this study presents an assessment of secondary school students' awareness of the electoral process in Nigeria, it is therefore pivotal to note that the findings and theoretical aspects of this work will be relevant to secondary curriculum developers, education stakeholders and the state at large. The study will enlighten curriculum developers, education state holders, and governments on the importance of voter education and participation as an essential ingredient of democratic government, which is linked directly or tangentially to other major features of democracy, such as consent, and will increase their encouragement of each target to initiate education activities, design at creating awareness of the electoral process among secondary school student. The findings from the study will also be significantly useful to students and researchers and other individuals who may have an interest in gathering or conducting further research related to the topic under study.

1.7
Scope of the study

The scope of this study borders on an assessment of secondary school students awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria. The study is therefore limited to selected secondary schools in Ede Osun Local Government in Osun State Nigeria.
1.8
Limitation of the study

The following factors poses to be a limitation during the course of this research

Financial constraint– Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).
Time constraint– The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.;
1.9
Operational Definition of Terms

Awareness: Awareness is the state of being conscious of something. More specifically, it is the ability to directly know and perceive, to feel, or to be cognizant of events.
Electoral process: An electoral process or voting system is a set of rules that determine how elections and referendums are conducted and how their results are determined.Electoral process are the detailed constitutional arrangements and voting systems that convert the vote into a political decision. 
Voters Education: voter education refers to a longer-term pedagogical process involving more complex information, educating  why the electoral process is important and necessary, the link between human rights and voting rights, the relationship between elections and democracy and the conditions necessary for democratic elections. 
Democratic Election: An election is a formal group decision-making process by which a population chooses an individual or multiple individuals to hold public office. Elections have been the usual mechanism by which modern representative democracy to select those who they entrust to hold public office on their behalf.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

CONCEPT OF ELECTION 

In a democracy, election is a fundamental ingredient and a litmus test of voters‘ education and political participation. Election has been defined as the process by which a people decide their rulers and assign persons to ruler-ship positions. Elections denote voluntary participation in the choice of leaders and therefore bequeath or invest legitimacy (Ikelegbe,2004 cited in Uhunmwuangho, S.& Aibieyi, S 2017). The most common electoral systems can be categorized as either proportional or majoritarian. Among the former are party – list proportional representation and additional member system. Among the latter are first-past-the-post (relative majority), and absolute majority. Several countries have growing electoral reform movements, which advocate systems such as approval voting, single transferable vote, voters‘ education and/or instant run-off voting or a Condorcet method (Ikelegbe, 2004 cited in Uhunmwuangho, S.& Aibieyi, S 2017).

DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS 

Election is the central institution of democratic representative governments. This is because, in a democracy, the authority of the government derives solely from the consent of the governed. The principal mechanism for translating that consent into governmental authority is the holding of free and fair elections. Kirkpatrick (2018) identified the criteria of democratic election to include voters education and democratic elections amongst others.

Opposition parties and candidates must enjoy the freedom of speech, assembly, and movement necessary to voice their criticisms of the government openly and to bring alternative policies and candidates to the voters. Simply put, permitting the opposition access to the ballot is not enough. Elections in which the opposition is barred from the airwaves, has its rallies harassed or its newspapers censored are not democratic. The party in power may enjoy the advantages of incumbency, but the rules and conduct of the election contest must be fair and just ((Ikelegbe, 2004 cited in Uhunmwuangho, S.& Aibieyi, S 2017). 

Democratic elections are periodic: Democracies do not elect dictators or president-for-life. Elected officials are accountable to the people, and they must return to the voters at prescribed intervals to seek their mandate to continue in office. This means that officials in a democracy must accept the risk of being voted out of office. The one exception is judges who, to insulate them against popular pressure and help ensure their impartiality, may be appointed for life and removed only for serious improprieties (Tomwarri, 2009 cited in Onyekwelu B. & Akomolafe D. 2015). 

Democratic elections are inclusive. The definition of citizen and voters education must be large enough to include a large proportion of the adult population. A government chosen by a small, exclusive group is not a democracy, no matter how democratic its internal workings may appear. One of the great dramas of democracy throughout history has been the struggle of excluded groups, whether racial, ethnic or religious minorities, or women to win full citizenship and with it the right to vote and hold office. In the United States for example, only white male property holders enjoyed the right to elect and be elected when the Constitution was signed in 1787. The property qualification disappeared by the early 19th century and women won the right to vote in 1920. Black Americans, however, did not enjoy full voting rights in the southern United States until the civil rights movement of the 1960s. And finally, in 1971, younger citizens were given the right to vote when the United States lowered the voting age from 21 to 18 years (Tomwarri, 2009 cited in Uhunmwuangho, S.& Aibieyi, S 2017).

THE ELECTORAL PROCESS IN NIGERIA 

The electoral process in Nigeria began immediately the country gained independence in 1960. Being a newly independent country, the government was made up of a coalition of different political parties, which were the Nigerian People's Congress (NPC), the National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC) led by Nnamdi Azikiwe, who became Nigeria's maiden Governor-General in 1960. The liberal Action Group (AG) formed the opposition. The nation seceded from its British legacy in 1963 by declaring itself a Federal Republic. Elections were held in 1965, amid dubious electoral circumstances (Wikipedia, 2019). Since then, the nation has gone through several political eras. 

The Nigeria Electoral system is the single member constituency type with competitive multiparty and the first past the post winner system. The method of voting used in five out of six past elections, that is, in 1979,1983, 1999, 2003 and 2007 was the Open Ballot System (OBS). 

The OBS entails a procedure in which the prospective voter goes through a process of accreditation, receives a ballot paper from the appropriate poll official and thereafter makes the confidential thumb impression in favour of the political party or candidate of choice in a secret voting compartment before dropping the ballot in the box positioned in the open, in the full glare of officials, security agents and party agents. (Okop, 2006 cited in Uhunmwuangho, S.& Aibieyi, S 2017). 

There are five key groups involved in the electoral process and these are the electorates, the political players, the electoral officials, the Judiciary and the Government. Each of these groups has their distinct roles in the electoral process. 

THE ELECTORATES 

These are the citizens, and they make up the general populace; the people of the land. In any democracy, there is a clear difference between citizens and subjects. The subjects passively allow the Government to initiate and carry out public policies, while the citizens actively participate in the rituals of democracy (Lyons and Alexander, 2016). The difference between the two is determined by their level of awareness. This group usually takes active part in two major events in the electoral process, which are voters’ registration and voting. In Nigeria, as in most other nations, the voting age is 18 years and above. This group constitutes the most vital component of the electoral system and they determine the success or failure of the system. Consequently, they are supposed to be made aware and sensitized of every development in the electoral process. 

THE POLITICAL PLAYERS 

These are the main players in the electoral process. They include the political aspirants as well as everyone who is registered as a member of a political party. 

Some of the key events that involve this group, apart from the registration and voting, are: 

‐ Registration of parties 

‐ Registration of members into each party 

‐ Registration of candidates 

‐ Establishment of strategies of wining elections 

‐ Primary Elections 

‐ Elections 

‐ Proper monitoring 

‐ Presentation of candidates for elective positions 

THE ELECTORAL BODY 

This group is made up of the electoral commission set up by the government to conduct elections and personnel employed either as a full or ad hoc staff. These are the personnel employed specifically to implement the various key events that make up the electoral process as contained in the laws that set up the body. They can be described as the bridge between the electorates and the political players. They are involved in most of the activities of the electoral process. The events that involve the electoral officers, as described by (Nelson, 2001 cited in Onyekwelu B. & Akomolafe D. 2015), are: 

• Registration of voters or updating of registration records; 

• Parties and candidates’ registration; 

• educating voters; 

• accrediting observers and monitors; 

• establishing an electoral campaign period; 

• oversight of the process and its machinery; 

• preparing for, and then holding the vote and count; 

• announcing the results; and 

• inauguration of the newly elected officials Nigeria as a country has a population of about 120 million people, out of which, there are about 60 million registered and eligible voters spread across 120,000 polling centres. 

As a result of this, election supervision and manning of the centres require about 500,000 officials, a greater number of which are temporary or ad-hoc staff, recruited and trained, usually very late in the elections process (Okop, 2006 cited in Onyekwelu B. & Akomolafe D. 2015). 

The officials are usually appointed and coordinated under the umbrella of the electoral body which is put in place by the government. This has always brought the electoral body under fire from many quarters, such as political parties and civil society any time there is a failure in the electoral process. They have accused the commission of being susceptible to pressure from the ruling Party (Owen, 2003).

JUDICIARY 

The judiciary is charged with its normal responsibility of dispensing justice in the electoral process. Any dispute, complaint relating to the election as it affects any of the players and intra party disputes are adjudicated upon by the judiciary. 

THE GOVERNMENT 

This includes the ruling party, as well as the political office holders who might belong either to the ruling party or an opposition party. The Nigerian Government has always played an active role in the electoral process, and particularly in the putting in place the electoral bod y. In 1992, the ruling Government went as far as creating two political parties, and creating the guidelines and manifesto guiding each of the parties.

ELECTORAL AWARENESS

Elections require citizens to participate in the electoral process and to make an informed decision when voting. Elections imply decision-making, and democracy implies actively participating. Decision-making and active participation are based on information, skills, values and practices, which have to be provided to the entire voter population. Voter information, awareness and education campaigns provide voters with the knowledge, skills and values to do this. 

Electoral awreness if created through votrers education. Hence if awareness about the political processs must be passed to the citiziens it ioccurs in voters education.Voter education is a very focused and deliberate undertaking. It is targeted at eligible voters and addresses specific electoral events as well as the general electoral process. INEC should see it as laudable endeavour to properly educate and enlighten Nigerians about the elections. It is the responsibility of INEC to organize a campaign aimed at voters‘ education. Such enlightenment as ―Who can vote from outside the country, Are citizens residing outside the country allowed to participate in the election?, How do electors cast their votes?, Manually marking of ballots?, and what are the legal qualifications to become a candidate at legislative elections?. Nigerians needs to be educated assisted to participate and understand the electoral process and the above stated questions. The education campaign comes with desired messages through various media platforms to effectively and efficiently educate and mobilize Nigerians to participate in the forthcoming and subsequent elections. These efforts are aimed at avoiding hugger and violent election. Hence it is better to catch them young through proper voters‘ education and n the secondary schools (Igini, 2019).
POLTICAL EDUCATION/AWARENESS

The concept of political education, however, has been subjected to different interpretations by scholars. In traditional socialization studies, the term political education was used synonymously with political literacy to mean the goal of political education. In a similar perspective, Tsa G. (2015) have conceived political literacy or education as the knowledge and understanding of political issues, which enable people to perform their roles as citizens effectively.Political education is the basic concept and facts that constitute a necessary condition for comprehending the contents of public debate. simply viewed political literacy as political expertise, while Gastil J. (2004) cited in Amaechi et al (2018) called it political awareness, which is the extent to which an individual pays attention to politics and understands what he or she has encountered. 

Moreover, Carol & Celia (2016), have conceived political education as the potential for informed participation in political activities. Annette J. (2017) in describing political education, employed the concept of education for democracy which he argues is education that is based on the study of politics for the purpose of encouraging civic participation, as well as the development of virtues, and political knowledge through the provision of opportunity for service learning or active learning in the community.

Educating potential voters, is however not INEC’s responsibility alone; political parties, civil societies, religious and traditional institutions, as well as the National Orientation Agency should also collaborate with the electoral body in this regard. The government should be willing to fund such organizations in the voter education campaign, from the grassroots level upwards. As. Nwodo said, the process of complaints where one’s name is omitted, the dangers of violence and rigging, how to protect their votes and how to make votes count generally will be avoided. All information related to the elections should be made known in advance for the betterment of the exercise (Tsa G. 2015).
Boggs D. (2018) has argued that adult education agencies are uniquely positioned to promote civic and political minded attitude and skill necessary for participation and involvement in democratic society. According to him, public forum or study group may be the most widely and popularly adopted means of adult political education. Similarly, Gastil J.(2016) asserts that deliberation on political issues has the potentials to influence the political conversation network and conversation behavior of citizens. 

Barber B.(2017) has stressed that full participation in public life by democratic citizens needs their understanding of important policy issues. For instance, in addressing the needs for democratic development in a polity, the first step is for the polity to educate itself and the public about democratic principles and create an environment in which more people are contributing to development by registering to vote and are voting to prepare the ground for greater citizen’s voice in decision making, increased pursuit of equity and equality. The targets of this capacity building project should be CBOs organized by and for both men and women. The youth are included and should be assigned a major role in erasing the consequences of apathy and disinterestedness of the electorate. Through a partnership between the state and civil society which are saddled with the responsibility of information dissemination, voter education and mobilization of the electorate for the 2015 elections.

Political education, therefore, for the purpose of this work is synonymous with political literacy and awraness. It refers to transmission and acquisition of political knowledge, skill and attitude necessary for informed participation in the political process. 

A politically educated citizen, in this context, is a citizen that has acquired the basic political knowledge and awareness that enhance the citizen’s involvement in conventional political activities such as registration as a voter, voting in elections, running for political offices, membership of a political party and discussing political matters. Put differently, political education should focus on the core issues of democracy and good governance. These concepts are located within the context of sustainable democracy and development to assist electors to appreciate the link between the elections and the social development problems of the polity. With a combination of simple lectures, brainstorming and group work, for instance, the major concepts are elucidated and applied in an analysis of the developmental effects of poor voter registration, low turnout at elections and rigging. 

The need for elections, functions of elections and requirements for a free and fair elections are also given due coverage in political education. The Constitutional and Legal Frameworks for elections and the opportunity to understand the Constitution and laws protecting the peoples’ mandate, the roles of the different layers of government, the structure and functions of INEC, the judiciary, the political parties, law enforcement and security agencies, CSOs, faith based organizations, the media, communities and individual citizens are equally vital in the understanding of political education.
IMPORTANCE OF POLITICAL EDUCATION

Although several studies have highlighted the important of political knowledge, some studies, however, were quite doubtful about the ability of political education, particularly in school, to influence the political attitudes of the citizens. Langton K. & Jennings M. (2018) found no significant effects of civic education experience on political participation and knowledge. In a later study, Jennings M. & Niemi R. (2018) were equally skeptical about the possibility of political education efforts having a lasting impact on the political attitudes of adolescent. Their central argument was that most political attitudes are already well established before people make it to high schools. Notwithstanding some of the negative views about the significance of political education, several studies have established a nexus between political education and enhanced political behaviour. 

Galston W. (2016) and Milner H. (2019) were of the views that political sophistication is a prerequisite for effective incorporation into the political system and inculcation of democratic values for active political participation. They opined that citizens with a high level of political knowledge are more prosperous in achieving their individual or group interest because of their level of political efficacy. Deductively, the justification or significance of political education may be summarized as follows:
Interest identification and articulation

Political education helps citizens to understand their interest as individual and as members of group. The more knowledge citizens have, the better they can understand the impact of public policy on their interest, and the more effectively they can promote their interest in the political process. Delli C. & Keeter S. (2016) offered a wealth of evidence that political knowledge foster “enlightened self interest”, that is, the ability to connect personal or group interest with specific public issues and to connect those issues with the candidates who are more likely to share their views and promote their interest. As Eme (2015) posited, Tambuwal was not proud to identify with the leadership of the PDP since he assumed office as speaker. Lai Mohammed pointed out that he became Speaker through the support of the opposition and his personal charisma. Mulikat Adeola from Oyo State was the candidate of his party while the opposition decided to support him against his party. Perhaps, it is a personal trait of the Speaker to have gone pleading with the party leadership for forgiveness after contesting and defeating the candidate of the party on the floor of the House. He said at the time that he wanted the forgiveness of the party leaders the way a son would plead for forgiveness from his father. Since he won election on the ticket of the PDP, he has always publicly proclaimed to be a member of the party even though he made comments and took actions that were clearly targeted at embarrassing the party. His criticisms of the Federal. 

Government was considered more biting than that of the opposition. He was also said to have avoided important meetings of state as demanded by his office. Unconfirmed report said he deliberately avoided functions where the President and PDP leaders were likely to be present. When  members of the House defected to the rival APC, Tambuwal refused to act despite directive from the party. It was glaring that he was more with the defecting legislators as many said at the time that he was part of the planning process for the betrayal of the party. There were reports of his meeting with the leaders of the opposition APC in the recent past. While it was believed initially that he was to be drafted for the presidential race by the party, it seems now that he has settled for the governorship position in his state, Sokoto. It would be recalled that former Head of State, General Ibrahim Babangida, had planted the seed of Tambuwal contesting for the highest position in the land. Babangida did not mince words when he publicly asked the Speaker to make a bold move to be the number one citizen. To confirm the bond between him and the opposition, virtually all leaders of the APC and aspirants to state and national elective offices were at the palace of the Sultan of Sokoto to witness his turbanning as the new Mutawallen Sokoto by the Sultan of Sokoto. The event attracted the entire members of the National Executive Committee (NEC) and National Working Committee (NWC) of the APC that was led by the party’s National Chairman, John Odigie-Oyegun. Other notable leaders of the party at the ceremony proper included two national leaders of the party, former Head of State, General Muhammadu Buhari, and former Governor of Lagos State, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, as well as a presidential aspirant and former Vice President, Atiku Abubakar.

Comprehension of political system
Political education helps citizens to learn more about political phenomena. It is difficult to acquire more knowledge unless the citizens have a certain basis of knowledge. The new knowledge the citizen’s gain can be effectively utilized only if they are able to integrate it into an existing framework.Unless citizens possess a basic level of political or civic knowledge, especially concerning political institutions and processes, it is difficult for them to comprehend political phenomena or to incorporate new information into an existing framework. Popkin & Dimock, distinguished between personal character and political character. They demonstrated that low information citizens are much likely to judge officials according to their perception of non contextual personal characte (Galston W. (2015).
Nevertheless, notwithstanding the various political activities that manifested in the 2007 and 2015 general elections and enormous resources expended by political education agencies on political education programmes in Nigeria, the impact of the programmes on political attitude or behavior of the citizens, has remained an issue of intense debate among scholars, public administrators as well as political leaders and, thus, has to be cautiously weighed. While some scholars and analysts are of the opinion that despite the public and private resources invested in political education programmes by the various agents of political education, the programmes have not achieved much in awakening the political consciousness and participation of the people and, therefore, should either be revamped or abolished, others are of the view that the programmes have contributed considerably to political sensitization of the people and their enhanced participation in the political process.
Understandably, therefore, there is ongoing concern to understand the sources and character of political abstention. Voter apathy, a subset of political apathy, has thus emerged as a major problem in mature and emerging democracies, settled and volatile societies, large and thriving economies, as well as small and troubled ones, among youth, women and other marginalized groups as much as among mainstream dominant interests.
Several factors that affect voter apathy have been highlighted in relevant literature. Some of these include broad psychological factors and collective memory of historical and contemporary events. Others are patterns of trust, feelings of efficacy, political engagement and disengagement at individual, group and regional levels. While there is empirical evidence that the global trend has been toward a decline in voter turnout, there is lack of grounded and sustained scholarly attention to voter apathy in the context of voter turnout in Nigeria despite the challenges plaguing that country’s electoral system (The Independent National Electoral Commission and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung).
Consistency of political views
Political knowledge, it has been argued, increases the consistency of views across issues and across time. Utilizing panel survey form national election studies, Delli Carpini and Keeter S. found a strong linear relationship between political knowledge and the stability of political attitude. They also found that more knowledgeable voters demonstrate much higher level of ideological consistency among issues than the less informed.
Building political trust
The more knowledge citizens have of political affairs, the less likely they are to experience a generalized mistrust of or alienation from public life. Ignorance begets fear but knowledge begets trust. Popkin & Dimock (2019) posit that the more knowledgeable citizens tend to judge the behavior of public officials as they judge their own, in the context of circumstance and incentives, with due regard for innocent oversights and error, as well as sheer chance.
For example, Political efficacy and social trust theory attempt to explain how citizens’ feelings that they are capable of influencing the political process and the confidence that the political system will be responsive to their needs, affect their participation in politics. Political efficacy, which is the extent to which an individual feels that his or her participation in politics will be effective, has long been considered a fundamental political attitude. In deed confidence in one’s capacity to exert influence on the political process is consistently associated with actual political participation,has noted that feeling of political efficacy, which is essential to the level and quantity of political engagement, is obviously in relationship to individual’s psychology and to the emotional networks an individual has to political system and practice.
Efficacy theory assumes that the more people believe that their efforts to influence the government will be rewarded with success; the more likely they will be willing to engage in such efforts. In other words, the degree to which an individual feels that he or she can make a difference politically, as well as, the extent to which that individual feels politically competent determines the individual’s level of political participation.
Building democratic supports and values
Political knowledge promotes supports for democratic values. For example, the more knowledge citizens have of political principles and institutions, the more likely they are to support core democratic principles, starting with tolerance. Political awareness direct a path from education to both knowledge of democratic principles and tolerance.
According to Riker & Ordeshook (2018) the electorate in voting for candidates or parties of their choice, engage in a strategic cost benefit calculation. They vote either because their votes might decide election or because it is a consummation activity. Others vote because they enjoy it and feel a sense of responsibility. In Nigeria, some citizens participate actively at the level of voting by ensuring that despite every odd, they cast their votes for candidates or parties of their choice. In 2015 general election in Nigeria, more than twenty million registered voters participate in the presidential election voting.
Building political participation
Political knowledge promotes political participation .All thing being equal, the more knowledge citizens have the more likely they are to participate in political matter. Delli Carpini & Keeters (2016) regression analysis demonstrates a highly significant independent effect of political knowledge on probability of voting. Popkin & Dimock (2019)  also in their multivariate analysis, concluded that the dominant feature of nonvoting in American government is a consequence of lack of knowledge about government, not distrust of government, lack of interest in political, lack of media exposure in politics, or feeling of inefficiency. Other researchers added that, in addition to promoting support for democratic principle, education increases verbal cognitive proficiency and related intellectual skills of citizens.
Supporting this thesis, internal efficacy, in particular, has been identified as an essential goal of civic and  education efforts. In their study Pasek et al. (2016) argue that participation in citizen voices has significant relation to greater political efficacy, higher rate of political attentiveness and higher level of knowledge about the political system. The scholars have noted that political attentiveness mediates the effects of efficacy on participation and that it is only through greater political attentiveness that efficacious individual becomes more likely to participate in politics by voting. They further maintained that enhancement to standard civic education can play an important role in long term political and civic socialization. Effective civic education according to Pasek et al. seems to be the backbone of both political knowledge and engagement. Previous research in political socialization has established a nexus between internal efficacy and attention to or involvement with politics. Delli Carpini & Keeter have demonstrated that internal efficacy motivates the acquisition of political knowledge which enhances political engagement.
THE PRESENT STATE OF ELECTORAL PROCESS AWARENESS 

Presently, the state of awareness of the electoral process in Nigeria is very low, especially among the first group of participants, the electorates. This is due to several factors, some of which are; 

Lack of proper education of the electorate on the electoral processes, due to lack of adequate funding to the appropriate authorities. .

 Lack of proper media access as a result of unbalanced reporting and unequal advertising rates. Government owned print and electronic media give preferences to the ruling party in the provision of access above other parties and candidates. 

Irregular Power supply, which in turn limits the electorates’ access to electronic media. 

Poverty, which makes an average man on the street want to focus his attention on earning his daily bread rather than making effort to be educated on the electoral process of the nation 

Bad Precedence, as a large percentage of the electorates is disillusioned because of the past experiences they had in the electoral process in the country. All these factors must be taken into consideration in other to design an effective People Awareness program for the electoral process of Nigeria.

STRATEGIES FOR VOTERS’ EDUCATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

There are several strategies that may be adopted for smooth, efficient and effective education of voters towards any elections in Nigeria, amongst which are: 

Spatial distribution of Schools e.g. geographical boundaries of States should be taken into consideration. That is, school must be selected from all Local Government Areas and almost equal number should be selected from Local Government Areas within each State; 

Specialized Secondary Schools. That is, in selecting schools, consideration should be given to Technical Schools alongside other secondary schools. 

Local of Schools: In selecting schools, undue advantage should not be given to schools in urban areas over those in rural areas. 
(d) Principals with Experiences in Voter Education: Where any Principal has organized voter education, events in his or her school previously, such person should be so selected (Afemikhe, 2012). 
However, other strategies and objectives of voter education also include: 

sensitization of the school community on the importance of voter education in schools and provide enlightenment on how to organize school activities; 

 encourage each school to initiate voter education activities and designate a teacher as a Voter Educator teacher and co-ordinator; 
(iii) establish a good relationship with INEC and school authorities as partners in Nigeria‘s democratization process; 
encourage democratic processes in schools activities; (v) carry out any other activity that may enhance the sustainability of democracy in Nigeria; 
lectures on electoral and democratic issues at least once in a term in consultation with INEC and collaboration with centers;
visits to democratic institutions such as Legislative Assemblies, Courts, Traditional political institutions etc; 
 Provision of electoral publications by INEC to schools and distribution of same at community levels. These p ublications should be simplified and user friendly. This should include creation of face-book and twitter accounts to share ideas. This will be moderated to curb abuses; 
Pursue the feasibility of the use of sports and popular culture to foster voter education activities in schools; and (x) Contents of voter education at school level should include provisions of the Nigerian 1999 Constitutions Amended and the Electoral Acts as well as INEC documents and other relevant publications (Imuetinyan, 2012). 
Making civic education, social studies and government compulsory subjects in sedondary schools

Apart from the above strategies, other scholars opined that in order to build institutional framework for voters‘ education programme, there must be an integrated educational curriculum, creation of voters education club in secondary schools which will be easily accessible to both students who are eligible and other Nigerians. Furthermore, schools in creek areas should be reached for proper orientation. Make use of State Ministries of Education and Ministries of Information, Youths and Culture so that what ever are agreed upon will be transmitted to the youths in particular and eligible Nigerians in general (Igini, 2012).

2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK

The theoretical framework for this study is cognitive mobilization theory of political literacy and participation which is one of the major strands of thought within the framework of mobilization theory. Although other strands of thought within the context of mobilization theory include social mobilization theory and resource mobilization theory, this study is anchored on cognitive mobilization theory associated with Dalton R.(2002) cited in Denny K. & Doyle O. (2018).
COGNITIVE MOBILIZATION THEORY

Cognitive mobilization theory is the process through which people receive their cognitive cues to make decisions on voting and participation in other forms of political activities. Denny K. & Doyle O. (2018) postulates that political education has an especially strong effect because it reduces the costs and increases the benefit of voting in multiple ways. First, education increases the cognitive skills that facilitate learning about politics. Second, the better educated receive more gratification from electoral participation. Thus, political education according cognitive mobilization theorists helps people overcome the bureaucratic obstacle involved in voting process. According to Tam Cho.(2019) it is not higher education per see that increases one’s likelihood of voting, but rather the socialization process that is provided through education. Cognitive mobilization theory of political literacy argues that political education increases engagement in politics by developing the citizens’ cognitive skills which in turn enables them to process complex information about the political system and to enhance feeling of civic duty (Denny K. & Doyle O. 2018) 

Cognitive mobilization theory attributes the process that causes education and political participation to determine political awareness to psychological forces inherent in human nature. Converse P. (1964) cited in Denny K. & Doyle O. (2018)  maintains that political elite have higher level of political sophistication than the political masses because of the mobilizing effect of political involvement. Campbell A.(1960) cited in Denny K. & Doyle O. (2018)  are of the view that rising education level in society would gradually increase the ideological consciousness of the citizens, especially at the lower level where lack of education may be more incapacitating. In their low information rationality thesis Popkin & Dimock (2019) are of the view that citizens with low level of information tend to be less keen in participating in politics where as those with high information rationality are more keen in political issues such as public debate on policy, voting in elections, standing for political position and canvassing for votes. 

In a similar view Nie et al.(2018)  state that, in addition to promoting support for democratic principles, educational resource increases the verbal cognitive proficiency and related intellectual skills, which improves the ability to comprehend political events and act in an instrumentally rational manner. Delli Carpini & Keeter.(2016) has concluded that people with higher level of political knowledge are more successful in linking their personal interest with matching public issues. They asserted that through its impact on cognitive ability, education not only greatly facilitates the acquisition of political information and skills to engage in politics but it, similarly, dramatically lower the cost of gaining, pursuing and integrating political knowledge.

Tenets of cognitive mobilization theory of political literacy and participation

The basic assumptions of cognitive mobilization theory employed in this study are as follow.
Education is a key indicator and determinant in measuring political knowledge and participation because of its cognitive mobilizing impact on mental capabilities of the citizens in dealing with politics.
Access to political education increases engagement in politics by developing the citizens’ cognitive skill which in turn enables them to process complex information about political system, and to enhance feeling of civic duty.
Citizens with low information rationality tend to exhibit political apathy where as those with high information rationality have the propensity to actively engage in politics.
Rising education level in society would gradually increase the ideological consciousness of the citizens especially at the lower level where lack of education may be more incapacitating.
Cognitively mobilized publics are more issue oriented in their participation in such activities as voting and less inclined to be led by the elite.
Political education increases the verbal proficiency and related intellectual skills which improve the individual’s ability to understand political event and act in an instrumentally rational manner .
Education through its impact on cognitive ability not only greatly facilitate the acquisition of political information and skills to engage in politics but also dramatically lower the cost of gaining, pursuing and integrating political knowledge for active political involvement.
The process of cognitive mobilization is a process where efficacy, knowledge and participation all play a role in the political mobilization of a citizen.
Education develops the necessary cognitive skills that help voters to process complex political information such as deciphering political rhetoric and selecting the appropriate candidate and party. It can also improve the socio-economic position of individuals, which in turn may lead to higher participation as these groups typically have a greater interest in election outcome.
Citizens who have high level of cognitive mobilization are those who possess both the skills and the motivation to deal with the complexities of politics on their own without the need of external cues from the media.
Education instills a sense of civic duty by fostering democratic values and beliefs and encouraging participation in socially oriented activities.
Participation of people in collective political action is a consequence of a rational decision process stemming from education and other socio-economic considerations.
The relevance of this theory to the study is that, cognitive mobilistion is more likely to take place among secondary school student as they are the ones exposed to higher education, mass media and  vulnerable to be used by politicians to enforce electoral violence and fraud within the polity. 

Therefore a proper electoral process aware in secondary school is capable of shaping their cognitive behavior, perception, knowledge on complex poltical issues, activities and during elections in Nigeria. hence the need for them to be properlty enlightened on electoral process thorugh poltical awreness and voters education becomes a pertinent subject to deliberates upon within secondary schools
2.3 EMPIRICAL STUDIES

In a study conducted by  Amechi, Innocent, & Ikechukwu (2018) on political education in Nigeria, this study argued that political education programmes significantly relate with political participation.Hence to maximize the benefits of political education programmes and ensure sustainable democracy in Nigeria, the government and other political education agencies should develop a pragmatic political education and aweraness framework. Consequently, the study stresses the need to institutionalize and intensify political education programmes at all levels so as to enhance political skills, knowledge and participation of the citizens. Imperatively, a reduction in the rate of electoral violence can as well be achieved through effective political education and strict implementation of electoral laws. Hence, for political education programmes to effectively mobilize the skills and knowledge of the citizens for active participation in political, there is an urgent need for adoption of grassroots-based communication approach by political education agencies in disseminating political knowledge.

In a study conducted by Onyekwelu & Akomolafe (2015) on Descriptive System For Creating Awareness on The Electoral Process In Nigeria, posited that One of the major factors that affect the electoral process, and almost every other process in Nigeria and other developing countries is the lack of knowledge of the process by the majority of the participants. One important way to impart knowledge is by creating  awareness. Majority of the people in developing countries, Nigeria in particular are not aware of the details of the electoral process.

It is important for the entire populace to be made aware that the electoral process involves more than just coming out to vote. The ability to vote correctly is determined by proper awareness of all the other key events in the electoral process. Proper awareness also promotes active participation and feeling of citizenship among the populace, which is crucial to the success of any developing nation.Hence electoral awareness should be created from secondary schools and at all levels outside and within other institutions.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
AREA OF STUDY

Osun is an inland state in south-western Nigeria. Its capital is Osogbo. It is bounded in the north by Kwara State, in the east partly by Ekiti State and partly by Ondo State, in the south by Ogun State and in the west by Oyo State. Ede South is a Local Government Area in Osun State, Nigeria. Its headquarters are in the town of Ede. It has an area of 219 km2 and a population of 76,035 at the 2006 census.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out to critically investigate secondary school students’ awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria using Ede-South Local Government Area in Osun State as case study. Three secondary school was selected in Ede which form the population of the study. The three selected secondary school are
Baptist High School.
Command Day Secondary  School.
Seventh-Day Adventist Government High School.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of secondary school  in Ede-South  local government area, the researcher conveniently selected 225 respondents out of the 3 selected secondary school as the sample size which comprise of 10 teachers from each school(equal to 30 teachers and 195 students thus making the  total of 225 participant as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions which was raised against a four Likert scale of Strongly Agree(SA), Agree(A), Strongly Disagree(SD) and Disagree(D). Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analysed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis test was conducted using the Chi-Square statistical tool, SPSS v.23
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of Two Hundred and Twenty-Five  (225) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which were returned and validated.  This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 210 was validated for the analysis.
4.2
GENERAL INFORMATION

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 210 was calculated for this study. 

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	225
	100

	Received  
	210
	93.3

	Validated
	210
	210


Source: Field Survey, 2021

Table 4.2: General Information of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	87
	41%

	Female
	123
	59%

	Age

13-20
	
	

	
	143
	68%

	21-28
	37
	18%

	29-36
	19
	9%

	37+
	11
	5%

	Educational level

(for teacher only)
	
	

	NCE/OND

	08
	26.5%

	BSC/HND
	18
	60%

	MSC/PGDE

	04
	13.5%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

From the table above 41% of the respondent are male. 59% of the respondent are female. 68% of the respondent are aged between 13-20 years. 18% of the respondent are aged between 21-28 Years. 9% of the respondent are aged between 29-36year. 5% of the respondent are aged between 37 years and above.
4.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1: What is the nature of electoral process in Nigeria?

This question was answered by teachers only

Table 4.3: Nature of electoral process in Nigeria
	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	TOTAL

	1
	Voter’s registration
	18
	12


	00


	00
	30

	2
	Political campaign
	18
	12


	00


	00
	30

	3
	Fixing and announcing of election date
	10
	20
	00
	00
	30

	4
	Accreditation of Voter
	10
	20
	00
	00
	30

	5
	 Open ballot system
	22
	08
	00
	00
	30

	6
	Electronic voting 
	13


	09


	06


	01


	30

	7
	Counting of total vote
	13


	09


	06


	01


	30

	8
	Declaration of winner representative
	18
	12


	00


	00
	30


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 18 respondent Strongly Agree to option 1 and 2. 12 respondent Agree, no record for Strongly Disagree and Disagree. 10 respondent Strongly Agree to option 3 and 4. 20 respondent Agree, there no record for Strongly Disagree and Disagree. 22 respondent Strongly Agree to option 5. 8 respondent Agree, there was no record for Strongly Disagree and Disagree. 13 respondent Strongly Agree to option 6 and 7. 9 respondent Agree, 6 respondent Strongly Disagree and 1 respondent Disagree. 

QUESTION 2 : What are the importance of electoral awareness in secondary schools?

This question was directed to the teachers

Table 4.4: Importance of electoral awareness in secondary schools
	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	TOTAL

	1
	It shapes their political behavior
	30
	00


	00


	00
	30

	2
	Enlightens them on the ideal electoral processes practiced in the country
	18
	12


	00


	00
	30

	3
	It increases the confidence of student in the electoral systems
	18
	12


	00


	00
	30

	4
	Encourages student on the need of participation in electioneering process
	22
	08
	00
	00
	30

	5
	 Enable student to perform their civic responsibility
	22
	08
	00
	00
	30


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 30 respondent Strongly Agree to option 1.  no record for Agree, Strongly Disagree and Disagree. 18 respondent Strongly Agree to option 2 and 3. 12 respondent Agree, there no record for Strongly Disagree and Disagree. 22 respondent Strongly Agree to option 4 and 5. 8 respondent Agree, there was no record for Strongly Disagree and Disagree. 

QUESTION 3:  In what way does educating the secondary school student on voter education impact the  electoral process in Nigeria?

This question is answered by both teachers and student

Table 4.5: Ways educating the secondary school student on voter education impact the  electoral process in Nigeria

	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	TOTAL

	1
	It will help me not to involve in fraud during election
	103
	97


	05


	05
	210

	2
	It has opened my eyes to know how election is been conducted
	103
	97


	05


	05
	210

	3
	It will help me to participate actively when election comes
	118
	72


	12


	08
	210

	4
	It has helped me to know that Nigeria is operating democratic government
	118
	72


	12


	08
	210

	5
	 It has given me confidence that voting is counted
	97
	37


	36


	40
	210


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 103 responde nt Strongly Agree to option 1 and 2. 97 respondent Agree, 5 respondent Strongly Disagree and 5 respondent Disagree. 118 respondent Strongly Agree to option 3 and 4. 72  respondent Agree, 12 responmdent Strongly Disagree and 8 respondent Disagree. 97 respondent Strongly Agree to option 5. 37 respondent Agree, 36 Strongly Disagree and 4o responent Disagree. 

QUESTION 4: What is the level of students awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria? 

This question is answered by the students alone

Table 4.6: Level of students awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria

	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	TOTAL

	1
	I am very much aware of the electoral process in Nigeria
	74
	68


	36


	00
	180

	2
	I am aware a bit aware of the electoral process in Nigeria
	00
	142


	36


	02
	210

	3
	I am not aware of the electoral process in Nigeria 
	36
	02


	68


	74
	210

	4
	I have not even heard about electoral process in Nigeria
	02
	36
	68
	74
	210


Field survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 74  respondent Strongly Agree to option 1 which shows that they are awrare of the electoral process. 68 respondent Agree, 36 respondet Strongly Disagree, there was no record for Disagree. 142 respondent Agree to option 2, 36 respondent Strongly Disagree, 2 respondent Disagree there was no record for Strongly Agreee.  36 respondent Strongly Agree to Option 3. which state that they are not aware of the electoral process.  2 respondent Agree. 68 respondent Strongly Disagree. 74 respondent Disagree. 2 respondent Strongly Agree to option 4. 36 respondent Agree to option 4 which state that they have not heard about electoral process. 36 respondent Agree. 68 repondent Strongly Disagree. 74 respondent Disagree. 
QUESTION 5:What are the steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary schools?

This question was answered Teachers

Table 4.7: Steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary schools

	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	TOTAL

	1
	By introducing Social studies subject in the  junior curriculum
	12
	18


	00


	00
	30

	2
	By making Civic Education a compulsory subject for both science and art student in senior and junior classes
	12
	18


	00


	00
	30

	3
	By teaching them government in senior classes especially in SS 1
	12
	18


	00


	00
	30

	4
	By allowing corp member take them on political awareness talks.
	12
	18


	00


	00
	30


Field survey 2021

From the responses derived in the above table. 12 respondent ticked Strongly Agree to all the option, 18 respondent Agree, there was no record of Strongly Disagree and Disagree.

TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS

H01: The level of secondary school student awareness on electoral process is low.

HI1: The level of  secondary school student awareness on electoral process is high.

H02: There are no known steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary school.

HI2: There are known steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary school.
HYPOTHESIS ONE

Table 4.8: The level of secondary school student awareness on electoral process is low.
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	SA

A

SD

D
	18

74

60

58


	52.5

52.5

52.5

52.5


	-15.5

21.5

7.5

5.5
	240.25

462.25

56.25

30.25


	4.6

8.8

1.1

1.0

15.5


Source: field survey 2021

Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (4-1) (3-1)

= 3*1

=3

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 7.815.

To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (7.815) < X2cal (15.5) we reject H0 and accordingly accept and accordingly accept H1.We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis which states that The level of secondary school student awareness on electoral process is high.
Hypothesis Two

Table 4.9: There are no known steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary school.
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	SA

A

SD

D
	54

22

67

67


	52.5

52.5

52.5

52.5


	2.5

-30.5

14.5

14.5


	6.25

-930.25

210.25

210.25


	0.11

17.6

4.0

4.0

25.6




Source: field survey 2021

Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (4-1) (2-1)

= 3*1

=3

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 7.815

To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (7.815) < X2cal (25.6), we reject H0 and accordingly accept  and accordingly accept H1.We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis which states that There are known steps government has taken to create electoral process awareness in secondary schools.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY,CONCLUSION, RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY

The main focus of this study was to critically investigate secondary school students’ awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria Using Ede Osun State as case study. Survey research design was employed for the study and with the use of convenience sampling method, 210 respondent were selected from 3 secondary school in Ede-South. Well structured questionnaire was issued and were retrieved from the the participant. Data was analyzed using frequency and tables. Hypothesis was tested using Chi-Square statistical tool(SPSS).

5.2 CONCLUSION 

Findings from the study revealed that creating awareness of electoral process in secondary school is vital for raising democratic and political consciousness among student. This is not just for the benefit of the student but, this will go along way in shaping their behaviour during election and raise their trust in the democratic government. It reveals further that the nature of Nigeria Electoral process includes five parties, the electorate, the political players, the electoral body, the government and the judiciary. thus before the commencement of any election, voter registration must be done, political campaign, fixing and announcing of election date and venue polls, accreditation of voters, voting properly, counting of vote, declaration of the winner representative by the electoral body and swearing in of the representative.

However, as important as election is, without the mass participation, it is of no yield. thus awareness in secondary school aimed at enlightening this potential voters with knowledge and skill necessary to fully participate in the electoral process. Inculcating voter education and political awareness in them enables them to perform their civic responsibilities when they turn 18years, it increases their confidence in the electoral system and reduces the feeling of apathy among them and at length helps them with a firm resolve of not engaging in electoral fraud or allow themselves to be use by political players in thuggery and electoral violence.

Hence owing to the aforementioned importance, the government has taken steps such as making civic education, social studies and government and important subject in secondary curriculum so as to achieve the desired political education of the younger generation.

5.3 RECOMMENDATION

From the findings of the study, the following recommendation is made:

Government should continously place emphasis on political education and awareness prior to any given election both in local, state and federal .

Institutionalize and intensifying of political education programmes at all levels in secondary schools should be incorporated so as to enhance political skills, knowledge and political participation.
The legislature and other bodies responsible should develop electoral laws in handbooks if possible. Thus imperatively, a reduction in the rate of electoral violence can as well be achieved through effective political education and strict implementation of electoral laws.
For political education programmes to effectively mobilize the skills and knowledge of the citizens for active participation in political, there is an urgent need for adoption of grassroots-based communication approach by political education agencies in disseminating political knowledge.
Teachers of civic education and government should be allowed to take the student on excursion to INEC offices for orientation once in a while as a mechanism for teaching them electoral process awareness.
Electoral bodies and organization should make it a duty to visit secondary school within the local government to take the student on political awareness, sharing of political educative magazine or handbook caution them on the pro and cons of electoral participation, violence and other political inclined orientations.
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A CRITICAL INVESTIGATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AWARENESS ON THE ELECTORAL PROCESS IN NIGERIA (AASSSAEPN).

QUESTIONNAIRE
PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]

Female [  ]]

Age 

13-20 [  ]

21-28 [  ]

29-36 [  ]

37 + [  ]

Educational  Qualification

OND/NCE [  ]

HND/ B.Sc[   ]

PGD/M.Sc [   
SECTION B

       Does Nigeria have an electoral process in their democracy

Yes  [  ]
No  [  ]

Undecided  [  ]
       What is the nature of electoral process in Nigeria?

Voter’s registration 

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

ii
Political campaign

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

iii
Fixing and announcing of election date


Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

iv
Accreditation of Voter


Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

v.
 Open Ballot System


Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

vi
Electronic Voting 


Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

vii
Counting of total vote


Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

viii
Declaration of winner representative

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

         Do you  electoral awareness is of any importance in secondary schools?


Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Undecided  [  ]

4.
 What are the importance of electoral awareness in secondary schools?
It shapes their political behavior

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

ii
Enlightens them on the ideal electoral processes practiced in the country

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

iii
It increases the confidence of student in the electoral systems

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

iv
Encourages student on the need of participation in electioneering process

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

v.
Enable student to perform their civic responsibility

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

5.
Does educating the secondary school student on voter education impact the electoral process in Nigeria?


Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Undecided  [  ]

        In what way does educating the secondary school student on voter education impact the  electoral process in Nigeria?

It will help me not to involve in fraud during election 

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

It has opened my eyes to know how election is been conducted

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

It will help me to participate actively when election comes

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

It has helped me to know that Nigeria is operating democratic government

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

It has given me confidence that voting is counted

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

          Are student aware of the electoral process in Nigeria?

Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Undecided  [  ]

 8     What is the level of students awareness on the electoral process in Nigeria?

I am very much aware of the electoral process in Nigeria

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 
I am aware a bit aware of the electoral process in Nigeria

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 
I am not aware of the electoral process in Nigeria 

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 

I have not even heard about electoral process in Nigeria 

Strongly Agree [  ]  Agree [  ]   Strongly Disagree [   ]   Disagree  [  ] 


