A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF THE ROLES OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN FACILITATING PUBLIC AWARENESS REGARDING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA

ABSTRACT

Nigeria is confronted with a substantial public health issue in the form of domestic violence. Gender-based violence encompasses a range of harmful actions that are rooted in gender disparities and have the capacity to inflict physical, sexual, emotional, mental, and/or economic damage. This particular transgression is a highly prevalent infringement upon fundamental human rights. The objective of this study is to investigate the impact of social media on raising awareness regarding domestic abuse in Nigeria. The research activity was guided by three research questions and two research hypotheses. A total of 140 respondents were sampled for this study, which specifically focused on couples residing in Ikeja, Lagos. The dominant focus of research in this field is the examination of social media representation. These studies collectively demonstrate that the media often reflects society's perplexity and uncertainty regarding violence against women.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1   Background to the Study

There has been disturbing news of domestic violence in every nook and cranny of the nation for some time now in the society of Nigeria. This is the case in every part of the country. In the event that a story concerning cultism, prostitution, or baby producing factories is not trending in the country's nooks and crannies, the news can be about a husband murdering his wife or vice versa. In many instances, it may include a father having sexual relations with his daughter via the use of abusive behaviour against her. For a supposed transgression, which can range from not having meals ready on time to visiting family members without the permission of their husband, Nigerian women have been the victims of barter rape and even murder at the hands of members of their own family, most notably their nuclear family. This can include anything from not having meals ready on time to visiting family members without the permission of their husband. There are many families in which members, especially women, are subjected to chemical and acid assaults by their spouses or lovers. These attacks may result in excruciating agony or deformity, and they can occasionally even be fatal for the victims (Ahmed, 2022). Every social group in the society is impacted by domestic violence, which may take many forms, including physical, sexual, emotional, economic, and psychological abuse (America Psychiatric Association 2005, Alat, 2021).

One definition of domestic violence is the willful and repeated maltreatment of a household member in a manner that causes the victim physical pain, emotional discomfort, or mental anguish (AAnastasio, 2022). It refers to any treatment, whether physical or mental, administered by one family member to another inside the same household, which is a violation of the law governing fundamental human rights. It involves physically abusing intimate partners as well as other people, sexually abusing children, committing rapes inside marriages, and engaging in other traditional behaviours that are damaging to women. Everyone has experienced some kind of domestic abuse (Bonnes, 2021, UNICEF, 2005). In some form or another, domestic violence affects the lives of people of all different socioeconomic, ethnic, educational, and religious origins, as well as all walks of life and all economic and educational levels. According to a study that was conducted by Bou-Franch (2022), each year in the United States of America, approximately 4.8 million intimate partner-related physical assaults and rapes are committed against women, while approximately 2.9 million intimate partner-related physical assaults are committed against men. Domestic violence is pervasive in West Africa, and according to some reports, it is excused and even to some degree accepted in some cultural practises.

The Nigerian society has long been plagued by the problem of violence inside the home. As soon as we opened our eyes, we were met with news of a violent death. Every part of society is affected by the epidemic of domestic violence. It is widespread across people of various ages, educational levels, religious beliefs, levels of atheism, classes of career women and stay-at-home spouses, married people and single people, and classes of people with and without children. Domestic violence is almost universally understood to be the punishment meted out to women in local communities for behaviour such as nagging, disobeying, or plotting to usurp the man's position as the head of the household, who is traditionally seen as the figure of authority in the home. It is also known as a kind of treatment in which a guy may comfortably release his anger or frustration on a "lesser person," such as his wife or children. In this form of therapy, a man can use the term "lesser being." A growing number of women now believe that, depending on the circumstances, there are instances when it is acceptable to physically abuse a partner. In this situation, the majority of women are expected to hold in their suffering and weep privately in the hope that their partner would one day come to their senses and modify his behaviour. The discrimination and embarrassment that it will cause are additional factors that contribute to the quiet.

Because official data on violence in the home are not well recorded in the nation of Nigeria, determining the level of domestic violence in Nigeria is a challenging work. This is one of the reasons why the task is so difficult. Instances of domestic abuse also often go unreported for a variety of reasons (Brofenbrenner, 2020). Respect for tradition; a lack of knowledge of rights (Brossoie, 2022); pressure from family members not to disrupt the family peace; fear of retaliation from the abuser; the belief that their complaint will not be taken seriously by the police; and fear of financial insecurity are some of the reasons why women do not report domestic violence (Brossoie, 2022). As a result, the purpose of this research is to conduct an in-depth analysis of the function played by social media in Nigeria's efforts to educate the public about the issue of domestic abuse.

1.2   Statement of the Problem

One of the implications of domestic violence is that it can cause psychological disorder to the victims. In some aspects, women are usually at the receiving end of this antisocial behaviour in Nigeria. Various human rights and civil society organizations and concerned individuals, have put up various measures in challenge to that social menace that has put mostly the female gender and children in danger. The social media is expected to play a significant role by amplifying the voices of antisexual violence crusaders and through its instrumental surveillance role, bring to public notice cases of sexual violence.

It has been observed that high rate of unemployment increases the incidence of domestic violence (Catalano, Lind, Rosenblatt and Novaco, 2003). They found that the unemployed hypothetically feel frustrated and angry. They labelled this the ‘provocative effect’ because it shows that unemployment introduces anger into personal relationship that would otherwise be supportive. Other risk factors include tradition and norms within African traditional culture that regards wife battering and harsh disciplining of children as normal. Obi and Ozumba (2007) found that domestic violence was significantly associated with financial disparity in favour of the female, influential in-laws, educated women and couple within the same age group.

In a bid to combat the menace of domestic violence situation in Nigeria, all stakeholders must be involved; the communities, news agencies, religious groups, institutions, bloggers, government at all levels. There must be organisation of seminars and workshops, where trained counsellors would help in propagating the anti-domestic violence campaign. There is the need to create awareness at these forums, to underscore the fact that violence in the home serves as a breeding ground for violence in the society. Therefore this study shall focus on the assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria.

1.3   Objectives of the Study

The objective of this study is to assess the functions of social media in creating awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. However, the specific objectives are:

i) To study the various types of social media available in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria

ii) To determine how social media has helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria

iii) To identify the ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence

1.4   Research Questions

The following are some of the questions which this study intends to answer:

i) What are the various types of social media available in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria?

ii) In what ways has social media helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria?

iii) What are ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence?

1.5   Research Hypotheses 

The following shall be the research hypotheses to be tested:

i)  Social media do not give prominence to domestic violence issues.

ii) Social media give prominence to domestic violence issues.

iii) Social media do not very often report domestic violence matters.

iv) Social media very often report domestic violence matters.

1.6   Significance of the Study

This study investigates the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. This study will focus on the report from various social networking sites like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Whatsapp, Snapchat and the likes on domestic violence and it will therefore awaken the consciousness of social media users on the importance of the use of social media in the society. Moreover, by articulating figures and other issues related to domestic violence as reported by social media, the public can understand and appreciate the seriousness of that Anti social behaviour. In addition, the study will provide adequate information to the government by revealing different cases of domestic violence in the country and as well provide necessary solutions to the government on the various ways by which the victims of domestic violence can be helped, mot especially, by establishing rehabilitation homes that will help their social and psychological lives. Also, this study will be beneficial to students, adults and researchers of mass communication as it is a material for academic exercise; it will as well serve as a foundation upon which further research can be conducted.

1.7   Scope of the Study

The study investigates the role of social media in raising awareness about domestic violence in Nigeria. Several, mass media in the country are articulating their coverage of issues on domestic violence against women and children will be too exacting to accomplish. Therefore, this study will be limited to social media of the subject matter. The study will be focusing on the coverage of domestic violence like rape, nagging of women by men, physical assault by couple. However, this study was particularly focused on cases physical assaults (couple bartering each other) as reported by various social media.

1.8   Limitation of the study

    The researcher was faced with only the challenge of time and was because the time for carrying out this study clashed with the school calendar of the researcher and this proved difficult as the researcher had to forgo lectures to carry out this study.

1.9   Operational Definitions of Terms

The following terms were used in the course of this study:

Coverage: the process of reporting various cases of domestic violence like physical assault, rape, nagging etc. through newspapers like The Punch and Vanguard.

Domestic violence: the intentional and persistent abuse of anyone in the home in a way that causes pain, distress or injury

Social media: It refers to a web based services that allow the individuals to construct a public or semi-public profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom they share a connection and view, and traverse their list of connections and those made by others within the system.

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Definitions and forms of violence against women

Definitions of what constitutes violence against women tend to differ according to the context in which it is being investigated. For example, the legal sector, researchers, advocates and service providers often define the problem in different ways. These range from broad-based definitions that include “structural violence”, such as restricted access to health care and education (UNICEF, 2000), to more narrow, legalistic definitions that focus onspecific behaviours consistent with criminal offending (Chung, 2013). Legislative Acts of Parliament in each state and territory in Nigeria (e.g. Victoria’s Family Violence Protection Act 2008; Tasmania’s Family Violence Act 2004; Western Nigeria’s Restraining Orders Act 1997) define both behaviours and the relationships in which those behaviours occur to enable protections under law (Department of Families Housing Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, 2009). These definitions do not always align with community knowledge and understandings of what constitutes violence against women and their children.

Although there is no single nationally or internationally agreed definition, the one adopted by the United Nations (UN) over 20 years ago is among the most commonly used. The UN’s Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women defines violence against women as:

“…any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life” (United Nations, 1993).

In Nigeria, the terms domestic violence, intimate partner violence and family violence are often used interchangeably. Collectively, they refer to a range of behaviours that are violent, threatening, coercive or controlling that occur within current or past family or intimate relationships. These behaviours are overwhelmingly perpetrated by men against women and include direct and indirect threats of physical assault, sexual assault, emotional and psychological torment, economic control, social isolation and any behaviour that results in women living in fear.

The term family violence is often used to describe violence perpetrated against women by family members in addition to the use of violence by intimate partners. Use of the term family violence also reflects Indigenous communities’ preference because it signifies the broader impacts of violence on extended families, kinship and social networks and community relationships (Cripps & Davis, 2012).

Non-partner violence against women generally refers to women’s experience of physical and/or sexual assault by a person that is not a former or current intimate partner since the age of 15.

Gender equivalence

The UN’s definition of violence against women appropriately recognises that violence is “gendered”. Taking this approach is not designed to ignore or diminish men’s experiences of violence. Men experience substantial amounts of interpersonal violence in Nigeria, some within the context of intimate partner relationships. Despite recent campaigns in Nigeria and overseas, such as One in Three (www.oneinthree.com.au) that seek to highlight men as victims, the evidence suggests that men who report being a victim of domestic violence are also perpetrators of violence (Domestic Violence Death Review Team, 2015).

2.2 Prevalence and impact of violence against women

In 2013, the World Health Organization (WHO), together with the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and the South African Medical Research Council, released a landmark report bringing together all available global data to provide worldwide prevalence estimates of violence against women. Focusing on two main forms of violence - physical and sexual violence - the study found that 35 percent of women worldwide have experienced either physical and/ or sexual intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual violence. Most women experienced violence within the context of intimate partner relationships; the primary perpetrator being a male partner (WHO, 2013).

These global figures reflect what is currently known about lifetime prevalence rates in Nigeria. One of the most widely cited sources of data on violence against women is the Nigerian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Personal Safety Survey (PSS). The PSS is a cross-sectional, population-based survey that measures both men’s and women’s experiences of interpersonal violence and uses a similar definition as the global WHO report that focuses on physical and sexual violence only. Data from their most recent survey (2012) showed over a third of women in Nigeria have experienced physical and/or sexual violence since the age of 15. One in three women (34%) experienced physical violence; one in five (19%) experienced sexual violence (ABS, 2012).

Despite high lifetime prevalence estimates in Nigeria and overseas, these data are acknowledged as being a conservative or under-estimate of the actual extent of the problem. The most pressing and universal concern is that women do not report or disclose physical, sexual or other forms of violence, particularly by an intimate partner. In Nigeria, one quarter of all women who experienced violence by a current partner never told anyone about it (ABS, 2012).

The social, health and economic consequences of violence against women are enormous and affect individuals, families and communities. The 2013 WHO report’s systematic review found strong evidence to support links between women’s exposure to violence and direct health outcomes, including mental health problems, substance use disorder, suicide and self-harm and fatal and non-fatal injury. The health, welfare and development of children and young people is also impacted by exposure to violence in the home. A recent comprehensive review of the evidence noted that children’s exposure to domestic violence frequently co-occurs with direct child maltreatment and abuse and that children living in violent homes are at substantial risk of emotional, developmental and learning difficulties (Holt, Buckley, & Whelan, 2008). Violence against women and their children also comes at a very high economic cost. In 2009, the cost to the Nigerian economy of violence against women and their children was estimated to be $13.6 billion per annum. Without a significant reduction in rates of violence against women and their children, by 2022 it would be an estimated $15.6 billion per annum (National Council to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children, 2009). Primary prevention

In Nigeria and overseas, public policy addressing violence against women and their children is increasingly focused on primary prevention: stopping violence before it occurs (VicHealth, 2007). The conceptof primary preventionborrows from public health models of disease prevention that target the underlying causes of illness and disease by modifying risk and protective factors. For example, the most effective primary preventive strategy for lung cancer is preventing initiation of cigarette smoking by young people or helping current smokers to quit.

In the context of addressing violence against women the goal of primary prevention is to reduce incidence by targeting factors that give rise to, or create, conditions in which violence against women occurs (Quadara & Wall, 2012). Unlike the clear cause and effect relationship between smoking and lung cancer, the causes of violence against women are complex. Nevertheless, gender inequality is recognised as being one of the key features underpinning explanations for why men use violence against women (WHO, 2013).

Among the many theoretical perspectives that seek to describe the connections between gender inequality and violence, socio-ecological models have gained traction recently (see Figure 1; Brofenbrenner, 1977). Socio-ecological perspectives build on feminist theorists from the 1970’s that situate gender, power and patriarchy as the key explanatory factors, but place a stronger emphasis on the interactions among key factors. For example, power inequalities between women and men, social constructions of masculinity and social norms and attitudes are risk factors for violence against women that primarily happen at the societal level of the model, but filter down and are enacted at the community, relationship and individual level.

The role of media

The media has been identified in numerous Nigerian state and national policy documents as a priority area for action on preventing violence against women, including in the Council of Nigerian Government’s National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children 2010-2022 (Council of Nigerian Governments, 2011). Improving the way media engage on the issue is one of the key objectives under the Second Action Plan 2013–2016 of the national plan to reduce violence against women and their children 2010-2022 (Nigeria. Department of Social Services, 2014).
The media features as a priority area in primary prevention because of its potential influence on public understanding of violence against women (Carll, 2003). News and information media are key factors in shaping the public discourse because they report on current events and provide a framework for their interpretation. Although news media audiences are not simply passive recipients of information, who or what is selected to appear in the news and how those individuals and events are portrayed can have a profound influence on people’s attitudes, beliefs and behaviours (Flood & Pease, 2009).

Despite a vast repository of research investigating media influence, there are no simple mechanisms to explain how or why audiences are influenced by what they see, read and hear in the news. Rather media influence is conceptualised as a complex process involving multiple players: sources, journalists, editors, and audiences. But unquestionably, the way information is structured can increase public understanding of violence against women and, more importantly, challenge its place in society (Easteal, Holland, & Judd, 2015).

A note on terminology used in this review

Overview

We identified 48 primary studies published on or after the year 2000 that analysed the way news and information media represents violence against women and their children, including 44 peer-reviewed research articles and 4 unpublished reports. Over half the studies were published in the last five years (n=27; 2010-15). The studies originated and analysed media from a broad range of countries, with the majority conducted in the United States (US; n=19), followed by Nigeria (n=6) and the United Kingdom (UK; n=6), Canada (n=3) and South Africa (n=2). Three studies purposively monitored media reporting in more than one country: one in the US and Canada, one in the US and the UK and one in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait. One study was conducted in each of the following countries: Norway, Israel, Botswana, Spain, Pakistan, Turkey and New Zealand. One study used a cross-cultural comparison; comparing media reports in Canada and Romania, although the selected countries appeared more a circumstance of convenience than design. One study searched English language news sources worldwide.

Study characterisations including country of origin, medium, forms of violence, study design and quality appraisal ratings are included in Appendices A and B.

Medium

The vast majority of research on violence against women in the news and information media concerned traditional media, newspapers in particular. Studies of newer forms of digital and social media were rarer. Forty of 47 studies identified in this review analysed media portrayals of violence against women as they appeared in newspapers, with more recent studies including both online and print news. One study examined newspaper headlines only.

There are a number of possible reasons why studies exploring representations of violence against women are dominated by analyses of newspapers. In Nigeria and in many other parts of the world newspapers are considered a highly trusted and credible source of information (Morgan & Politoff, 2012). Newspapers have also traditionally served as forum for society to engage, discuss and debate issues of public importance. On a more practical level, newspapers are an accessible and inexpensive way to monitor media on any subject matter, including violence. Electronic databases such as Dialog, LexisNexis, Newsbank, Newstext, Access World News and

Where possible we have elected to use the phrase “women who have experienced violence” in preference to the word “victim”. In some instances, however, we have used the word because it most accurately reflects research findings. For example, the concept of “victim-blaming” is frequently discussed in studies exploring media and violence against women.

We have also adopted phrases such as “male-perpetrated violence” and “men’s use of violence” in preference to terms that portray a sense of mutual responsibility such as “violence within relationships” or “abusive relationships”. For further information on language and recommendations from local and international media reporting guidelines, see Studies on news production in the Results section.

Factiva offer historical collections of newspapers. These databases facilitate accurate and comprehensive monitoring by allowing researchers to search, retrospectively, particular newspapers, timeframes, jurisdictions, search terms or a combination of all these elements. Most studies used either one of these databases or similar country-specific databases, such as the Norwegian Atekst. Other studies described alternative methods for sourcing media including “hand” searching archival copies or using pre-existing databases.
Four studies analysed television news coverage only. Three studies analysed multiple media platforms including a combination of newspapers, radio, television, blogs and webcasts. We included one study that examined user-driven content to an online news site, whom the authors described as “citizen journalists”.
Forms of violence

Studies of representation investigated many forms of violence against women including sexual assault and rape, physical and emotional abuse and intimate partner homicide. Some studies specifically selected and analysed media coverage of interpersonal violence generally, from which violence against women was either a subset of the data or provided a means to compare “styles” of reporting. These studies included media reports of violence perpetrated by men and women. In a number of studies, the frequency of media reports of violence against women were compared with “true” crime rates in the community from locally derived data.
In studies that elected to focus on one form of violence only, the most frequent was the murder of an intimate partner; referred to in the literature as intimate partner homicide or in the case of the murder of a female intimate partner; femicide. Fourteen of the 48 primary studies identified in this review focused on media depictions of intimate partner homicide and/or femicide. Some studies explored media portrayals of both male- and female-perpetrated intimate partner homicide, despite the rarity of the latter event. One study purposively sampled newspaper articles in which women had killed a male intimate partner.
Ten studies specifically explored media portrayals of sexual violence against women. The studies investigated media reporting of both men and women as perpetrators of sexual violence. Two studies focused on media reporting of cases in which the allegation of rape was called into question – described in the studies as unfounded or false rape.

Violence reported within a broader social context
Researchers exploring media representations of other types of violence against women also found a predominance of event-based reporting. Maxwell et al.’s (2000) study investigated how the OJ Simpson trial in the US influenced coverage of violence against women. They reported individual explanations appeared nearly twice as frequently as social explanations. Their hypothesis that the OJ Simpson case would result in more social reporting was not supported.
Bou-French (2013) found that contributions to an online news site by readers most often situated violence against women as an individual or private problem. Although this study included contributions from only 45 “citizen journalists,” it supported Easteal et al.’s (2015) assertion that online and social media platforms may simply mirror myths and stereotypes that appear in traditional media. A recent study of press portrayals of violence against women in the Arabian Gulf States (Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait) noted very little difference from news frames used by media in Western cultures, whereby most reports ignored the systematic nature of violence against women (Halim & Meyers, 2010).
Sims (2008), in the only study identified in this review that examined media reporting of emotional abuse, suggested episodic framing positioned violence against women as an anomaly in society. They described that readers were typically left with the impression that abuse, in any form, was not a part of everyday life for most women. Media reporting of violence against women as atypical anomalous events will be explored further in the following sections (see Sensationalism and Misrepresentations and “rape myths”).
Only one study, exploring television news broadcasts in the Catalonian region of Spain, showed that most news items on violence against women included contextual information (Comas-d’Argemir, 2014). The research findings were in contrast to other studies and the author attributed the difference to political, legislative, judicial and social actions in Spain that have substantially changed the landscape in how that country approaches gendered violence. This study, along with a cross cultural comparison between Canadian and Romanian newspapers (Oxman-Martinez, Marinescu, & Bohard, 2009) were the only primary studies that referenced the way media represent children in reports of violence against women.
Comparison to news media reporting of other issues
Episodic framing in news reporting is not unique to media coverage of violence against women. Previous research on media representations of mental illness and suicide show that news media typically highlight particular aspects of an event while ignoring the overarching patterns of risk that may help explain that event (Blood, Putnis, & Pirkis, 2002). Studies exploring public understandings of other issues, such as war and terrorism, have also noted a lack of context in media reports (Iyengar & Simon, 1993). Nevertheless, a study by McManus and Dorfman (2005) in the US found that, in comparison to newspaper coverage of other violent crimes, news stories about intimate partner violence were more likely to appear “as a simple description of a particular violent episode” (p. 53).
Sensationalism

One of the key themes that emerged from this review was the frequency in which news stories of violence against women were sensationalised. Sensationalism in the news is often defined in terms of its capacity to provoke attention or arouse certain emotional responses in viewers (Grabe, Zhou, & Barnett, 2001). It shares much in common with “newsworthiness”. Sensationalist news reporting, although open to a certain degree of subjectivity, can manifest in what stories are chosen to feature in the news, what facts are included and emphasised, what is omitted and the language used. Media reporting of the most salacious aspects of violence against women provides the public with a perspective that is provocative but not representative.
Female perpetrators of violence
A numberof studies foundthatfemale perpetrators of violence, including sexual and physical forms of violence, as well as female perpetrated homicide of a male partner accounted for a high proportion of the total volume of media reports on violence, despite the rarity of these events (Anastasio & Costa, 2004; Naylor, 2001; Skilbrei, 2013). While the over- representation in the news of female perpetrators of violence may reflect the news value of “novelty,” Naylor (2009) argued that violence by women is considered “more deviant, more anxiety-provoking, more transgressive than men’s violence” (p. 188) and, therefore, more in need of explanation.
Focusing specifically on women who killed their abusive partners, Noh et al. (2010) examined 25 years (1978-2002) of newspaper articles in the US and Canada. Their study was premised on the hypothesis that “a woman who kills provides extant sensationalism” (p. 27) and this was indeed borne out by their analysis of 250 newspaper articles. Women who killed were presented simplistically as being either “mad or bad”. Morgan and Politoff (2012) also found that press stories of female-perpetrated crimes, particularly murder, were more likely to include sensationalistic elements than male-perpetrated crime. Skilbrei (2012), who analysed newspaper coverage of a high profile triple murder on a farm in the Norwegian countryside in 1999, proposed that the incident and subsequent court proceedings gained and sustained media attention because women featured both as “victims” and perpetrators of the crime, alongside men (for a detailed overview of media representations of female- perpetrated homicide – partner and non-partner, see Easteal, Bartels, Nelson, & Holland, 2015).
Although Skilbrei (2012) was highly critical that media coverage of both the case and court proceedings were imbued with entertainment value, she also acknowledged that commercial and economic interests for media owners and producers create a bias towards sensationalism. This sentiment was echoed by other researchers. For example, Jackson (2012) examined national television news coverage of the kidnapping and rape of a woman (Megan Williams) in West Virginia in 2007 and her recantation in 2009. Jackson noted that the presence of several female perpetrators presented a story that was clearly “good copy” and was particularly critical of the coverage by Fox News. Jackson described that constructions of both race and gender in Fox News’ television news coverage were entrenched in dominant white patriarchal ideologies, but also acknowledged that economic and professional demands of newsrooms reward journalists for focusing on atypical cases. Other researchers have noticed differences in the degree to which press stories use sensationalism and noted that tabloids tend to emphasise sensational news topics more than broadsheets (Marhia, 2008; Morgan & Politoff, 2012).
Some types of violence are more “newsworthy” than others
Sims (2008) noted that the imperative to fill the daily news with stories that capture public attention is one of the reasons why emotional abuse receives such scant attention. Sims, along with a number of other researchers suggested the media has a “murder-centric” focus, whereby reports of homicide between intimate partners takes precedence over reporting other forms of violence against women, particularly emotional abuse (Carlyle, Slater, & Chakroff, 2008). The “murder-centric” focus of news and information media is problematic because it may result in erroneous assumptions in the community that violence against women often ends in death. It is interesting to note that while researchers criticised media for having a “murder-centric” focus, this same criticism could be levelled at academic scholars. A disproportionate number of the primary studies identified in this review - over a third of all studies - focused exclusively on media coverage of intimate partner homicide: stories that are newsworthy but statistically unlikely.
In the same way that female perpetrators of violence garner attention in the media, a number of researchers noted that the high volume of news coverage dedicated to apparently random acts of violence against women illustrates that such stories fulfil key news values (Marhia, 2008; Mason & Monckton-Smith, 2008; Morgan & Politoff, 2012; Naylor, 2001). The over-representation of stranger perpetrated violence cultivates and sustains misplaced fear and community misunderstandings about who is at risk. Nevertheless, this is a complex area to untangle – does the media dedicate more time to random incidents of violence against women because they are sensational or provocative or does the media report incidents in such a way as to appear as random acts of violence? This will be explored further in the following section on Misrepresentations and “rape myths”.
Language
A number of researchers focused on the way language is used to sensationalise stories with a general consensus that sensational and exceptional language is commonly used in media reports of violence against women (Ahmed, 2014; Alat, 2006; Comas-d’Argemir, 2014; End Violence Against Women Coalition, 2012; Evans, 2001; Jackson, 2013; Mason & Monckton-Smith, 2008; O’Hara, 2012). Sensationalist language is used to titillate, shock, fascinate, amuse and entertain. Jackson (2012), in their case study of the kidnapping and rape of Megan Williams, found the media consistently used sensational language to describe the crime including “out of a horror movie,” “unreal,” “unspeakable,” “bizarre,” “shocking” and “hard to comprehend”. O’Hara (2012) analysed 124 newspaper articles relating to specific cases of sexual violence and noted that some reports used animal metaphors to describe perpetrators including words like “predator,” “beast”, “nocturnal” and “pounce,” “stalk” or “prowl” to describe behaviours.
Language can also be used to obfuscate the true nature of the crime. Sampert (2010) who analysed all stories on sexual assault that appeared in six English-Canadian newspapers in one year (2002), found that “sex assault” or “sex attack” was used more frequently than the term “sexual assault” and that it appeared as a deliberate lexical choice made by journalists and/or editors. This deliberate choice of language perpetuates the myth (perhaps unintentionally) that a sexual assault is, at least partly, analogous to sex by using language that ignores the violence inherent in the act.
Morgan and Politoff (2012) found that, while 40 percent of the newspaper articles incorporated some elements of sensationalism, there was a general decreasing trend over time in the Nigerian press. They also noted less provocative or salacious news coverage in their sample of news stories than had been reported in other countries, such as the UK.

Also of note is a series of reports from New Zealand that examined stories from all metropolitan and provincial newspapers and major television and radio networks about family violence over four time periods (McGuiness, 2007- 2008). The aim of the quarterly reports was to assess the impact on media of a social marketing campaign - Campaign for Action on Family Violence - designed to reduce tolerance for the country’s high rate of family violence. The reports showed a number of positive results that were sustained over time including the uptake by media of the campaign’s main message “It’s not OK”. The reports noted the phrase was used in newspaper headlines and quoted by radio programs, and proposed that it provided audiences with the language to speak out about family violence.
2.4 Misrepresentations and “rape myths”

Whether as a by-product of episodic framing orsensationalism in news media, one of the most common criticisms is that media depictions of violence against women bear little resemblance to the reality of gender-based violence. Although a number of studies found media misrepresentations of violence against women were common, it seemed particularly problematic among media portrayals of sexual violence sometimes described as “rape myths”. The term “rape myth” was first coined in the 1970s (Brownmiller, 1975) and defined in a research paper more than 35 years ago as being “prejudicial, stereotyped or false beliefs about rape, rape victims and rapists” (p. 217; Burt, 1980). According to Mason and Monckton-Smith (2008), in the public consciousness “a real rape happens in public places, is perpetrated by a stranger and involves aggravated violence” (p. 691). While it is acknowledged that a multitude of sources contribute to stereotypical constructions of sexual violence in the community, the media play an active role. Understanding how the media perpetuate or challenge such stereotypes was the focus of a number of studies identified in this review (Bonnes, 2013; Dwyer, Easteal, & Hopkins, 2012; Franiuk, Seefelt, Cepress, & Vandello, 2008; Franiuk, Seefelt, & Vandello, 2008; Jackson, 2013; O’Hara, 2012; Sampert, 2010; Toffoletti, 2007; Tranchese & Zollo, 2013).
Stranger danger
One falsehood commonly described by researchers examining news coverage of sexual violence was that the greatest risk for women comes from a stranger. A number of researchers showed that media focus a disproportionate amount of news coverage on cases involving stranger rape. Using police records as a source of comparison, Marhia (2008) examined a random sample of 136 newspaper articles about rape and sexual assault appearing in mainstream UK newspapers and on one online news site. They found that while around 90 percent of rapes reported to police in the UK in 2006 were by a known man, the majority of rapes reported in the press were by unknown male perpetrators. They noted that rape by current or former male intimate partners was almost invisible in their sample of press coverage, accounting for only two percent of all stories about rape. Morgan and Politoff (2012) compared crime data from the Nigerian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) with press reports of sexual violence perpetrated by men and found similar results to Marhia (2008). They also noted that while stranger rape was commonly reported, a relatively high proportion of newspaper articles failed to specify if there was a current or pre-existing relationship, thereby reinforcing the myth of “stranger danger” in the context of rape. Their analyses of newspaper reporting showed little change over time.
A study examining articles from a local newspaper in a small town in South Africa was the only one that found that the relationship between men and women in the context of sexual violence was more often reported than not (Bonnes, 2013). The very small number of newspaper articles included in their study (n=16) may explain why their findings are in contrast to the bulk of the studies in this review.
Victims and perpetrators of sexual violence as "other"
A number of studies highlighted a group of interrelated myths that commonly appear in media portrayals of sexual violence and relate to misrepresentations about both male perpetrators of, and women who experience, sexual violence, including where rape happens. Burt (1980) suggested that “rape myths” are taken up by the community because they provide a way for people to view and understand violence as something that happens to people who are different to themselves. A number of researchers noted that media reports on rape frequently portray both women and men as “other” – their “otherness” deriving from the notion that most women don’t get raped and that most men don’t rape (Barnett, 2012; Evans, 2001; Jackson, 2013; O’Hara, 2012;,Sampert, 2010; Saroca, 2013; Toffoletti, 2007).

For women, a number of studies showed that depictions of “otherness” were often used by media when women deviated from their stereotypical female role. Studies included in this review noted many variations on this theme, including descriptions of female “victims” as promiscuous, welfare dependent, with underworld dealings, as mail order brides, dangerous, manipulative, antisocial, eccentric, deranged or mentally ill. Barnett (2012) examined how four newspapersin the US covered the rape, arrest and dismissal of charges against members of the men’s Lacrosse team at Duke University in North Carolina. The study eloquently summed up the way press portray women, 

Ultimately, media accounts presented Mangum as a woman who was something women are not supposed  to be – out of control. She was sexually promiscuous, mentally ill, a drug and alcohol abuser – the antithesis of the traditional feminine role (p. 24).

There were an equal number of variations of “otherness” for male perpetrators of sexual violence. A number of studies note that media describe men as monsters, sick, insane, disturbed, evil or deviant in a way that reinforces the notion that sexual violence can be attributed to wayward individuals rather than cultural and social phenomena (Bullock & Cubert, 2002; O’Hara, 2012; Toffoletti, 2007). Sampert (2010) analysed 1532 newspaper articles about sexual assault that appeared in six English Canadian newspapers in 2002 and found that the press often identified male perpetrators by way of their beliefs, race or nationality creating the impression and misunderstanding “that women can recognise their rapists” (p. 312). The reports framed rape as an anomaly that only happens outside of normative white society. Sampert noted that rape perpetrated by a male current, former or dating partner remained largely invisible in the media.

Jackson (2012), in a case study of the kidnapping and rape of Megan Williams in the US state of West Virginia in 2007 highlighted that news stories repeatedly used words that reinforced dominant ideologies about sexual violence and where it happens. Many of the news stories constructed the scene in terms of its “rural” location and added words like “trailer,” “mobile home” and “shack” to describe the scene of the crime. Jackson noted that these words were actually used more commonly than the word rape. Other studies confirmed that reports of sexual violence frequently draw on stereotypical ideas of disadvantage and underclass to describe where women may be most at risk of sexual violence (Evans, 2001).
Reporting allegations

Two studies identified in this review specifically examined media reports in which an incident of sexual violence against a woman was called into question – described in these studies as false or unfounded rape (Barnett, 2012; Franiuk, Seefelt, Cepress, et al., 2008). A case study of media coverage of rape by the US basketballer Kobe Bryant found that news media perpetuated a contemporary rape myth: that women can and do lie about sexual violence perpetrated against them (Franiuk, Seefelt, Cepress, et al., 2008). 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

The study mainly consists of qualitative research work. The primary objective of the qualitative research was to represent data collected through the study of a small number of in–depth cases (O’Leary 2010). It was also used for working with a few people who hold answer to the research question rather than working with many people. 

This study adopted the descriptive research design of survey type. This type of design allows the researcher to use a sub set of a population as sample (Nworgu, 2006). It also, allows the use of questionnaire for collection of data from respondents (Fwang‟le, 2015) and attempts to describe all aspects of respondents‟ perception and/or opinion (Nwanna, 1990). The choice of the above research design was therefore considered appropriate in this study because the data was collected from a sample representative of the population who are adults in Ikeja, Lagos.

3.2 Population of the Study

The target population for this study consists of all the male and female adults living in Ikeja, Lagos. The population size is about 1200.

3.3 Sample Size and Sampling Technique

Purposeful sampling technique was used for the sample selection due to the type of information needed for the study, adults were sampled out for this study in order to get adequate information for the research work. The sample was calculated using the Taro - Yamane (1967) simplified formula for finite population proportions. The sample size for the study using the Yaro Yamane formular. 

The correspondents available for the research were 142 adults living in Ikeja.
3.3 Research Instrument

The instrument used in collecting the data from the people is questionnaire.

3.4 method of data collection

The undergraduate Questionnaire (UQ) instrument was administered and retrieved. Data were gotten by interview and through other secondary data source like journals etc.

3.5 Method of Data Analysis

The researcher employed different statistical tools in analysing the data obtained for this study. The bio data obtained were analysed using Simple percentages and frequency table. While the research questions were analysed using:  statistical mean and standard deviation. Mashayekhi, et al. (2014) criterion.

A code book will be designed to facilitate transfer of the survey data into a summary form in the code sheet, this code sheet will be analyzed. The data will be analyzed and interpreted using simple percentage for variables analysed and chi-square for Bavaria analysis, percentage will also be used because it is a statistical measured tool used for descriptive purpose.
3.6 Validation of Research Instrument

To ascertain the face and content validity of the instrument, the test item was submitted to social science lecturer in University of Lagos for critique. After making the necessary correction, the instrument was submitted to the supervisor for further scrutiny. The comments and observation of the supervisors was taken care of and then the final draft was submitted.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION
4.1 Socio-demographic data of respondents

The demographic data obtained in the study from the students is analysed using frequency and percentage. This is presented as follows.

Table 4.1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender

	Gender
	Frequency
	Per cent

	Male
	98
	69

	Female
	44
	31

	Total
	142
	100.0


Table 4.1 shows the distribution of the respondents by their gender. Out of the total number of respondents being questioned, 69% were male while 31% were female. In the distribution male respondents outnumbered their female counterparts.

Table 4.2 Distribution of Respondents by Age

	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percent

	25-32
	32
	22.5

	33-40
	65
	45.8

	41-48
	45
	31.7

	Total
	142
	100.0


Table 4.2 shows the distribution of respondents by their age ranges. Of the total number of 142 adults being questioned, 22.5% were between 25-32 years, while 45.8% were between 33-40 years and 31.7 were between 41- 48 years.

This table shows that most of the adults questioned were between the age of 33 to 40 years.
4.2 ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

4.2.1 What are the types of social media platforms  N= 142

Table 4.2 What are the various types of social media available in raising awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria?
	Types of social media
	F
	%
	RANK

	Telegram
	23
	16.2
	5

	Twitter 
	64
	45.1
	4

	Whatsapp
	87
	61.2
	2

	Instagram
	76
	53.5
	3

	Facebook
	97
	68.3
	1

	Quora
	13
	9.2
	6


From the table above, 97(68.3%) of the adults knew about Facebook as a social media for creating awareness on domestic violence, 87(61.2%) respondents knew about Whatsapp, very few, about 9.2% of the adults knew about Quora as a social media platform for sharing such information and 23(16.2) knew about Telegram.

This shows that, Facebook and Whatsapp are well known and used for sharing information on domestic violence and other vices in that area while Quora and Telegram are not well known.

4.2.3 In what ways has social media helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria?     N=142

	Variables 
	F
	%
	RANK

	By helping victims share their stories with social media users
	114
	80.3
	2

	Help experts share advices and tips on domestic violence
	95
	66.9
	4

	Help the masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence
	86
	60.5
	5

	Help victims get quick response
	121
	85.2
	1

	Help expose perpetrators massively
	96
	67.6
	3


The table indicates the responses from the adults, as regards the question of how social media has helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria.

Five variables were given to capture the reasons and 85.2% of the adults indicated that it help victims get quick response, and that was the major way social media has helped in creating awareness on domestic violence, 80.3% indicated that it helps victims to share their stories with social media users, 67.6% indicated that social media helps in exposing perpetrators massively, 66.9% indicated that it helps experts share advices and tips on domestic violence, while 60.5% indicated that it helps the masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence.

From the table above it can be agreed upon that social media helps in creating awareness on domestic violence in many ways as shown above.
4.2.4 causes of drug abuse among adults

Table 4.4 What are ethical principles that must be considered by social media in creating awareness on domestic violence?
	Items 
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Sensitivity to public
	22
	15.7

	Safety of victim against stigmatization
	26
	18.6

	Mindful of the level of personal information put out
	10
	7.1

	protection of the children of the victim against stigmatization
	63
	45

	Total
	140
	100


Source: Research data (2020)

Table 4.4 above indicates that most common ethical principle considered when  creating awareness on domestic violence on social media is to consider that the images of the kids of the couple involved are protected to avoid stigmatization in the future 63(45%), Safety of victim against stigmatization, 26 (18.6%), Sensitivity to public, 22 (15.7%), Mindful of the level of personal information put out, 10 (7.1%). 

4.3 Test of Hypotheses 

The hypotheses stated earlier in this research will now be empirically tested using the responses from the tables in this chapter.  

Hypothesis One 

H0:   Social media give prominence to domestic violence issues..

H1: Social media do not give prominence to domestic violence issues.

Table 4.12    Summary of Chi-Square; social media and prominence to domestic violence

	Source 
	Degree of Freedom 
	X Cal 
	X Table 
	Decision 

	Social media and prominence to domestic violence
	3 
	36.32 
	7.815 
	Significant 


Source:  Research Survey 

From the table above, the calculated chi-square is 36.32 

Degree of freedom 

To determine the tabulated chi-square (x2tab) the degree of freedom for a table containing “r” row and “c” column will be (r – 1)   (c – 1)  degree of freedom 

Here “r”   = 4 and c = 2 

Therefore degree of freedom  

= (4 – 1) (2 – 1)   =   3 x 1  = 3 

Furthermore, to increase reliability, a 95% confidence level has been assumed. This means a critical value of 0.05 and 3 degree of freedom, the chi-square tabulated is therefore 7.815. 

From the computation above x2 calculated is greater than x2 tabulated (i.e. 7.815 is less than 36.32) based on the decision rule, the researcher therefore rejects the null hypothesis. 

This means that Social media gives prominence to domestic violence issues..  

Hypothesis Two 

H2;      Social media very often report domestic violence matters.

No;       Social media do not very often report domestic violence matters.


In testing this hypothesis, the Pearson’s product movement correlation coefficient was performed and it is thus summarized in table 4.14 

Summary of relationship between social media and reporting violence matters

	Source of Variation 
	Degree of Freedom 
	r – Cal 
	r - Tab 
	Decision 

	Social media and often reporting domestic violence
	98 
	-0.915 
	0.185 
	Non 

Significant 


Source: Research Survey 

Non significant 0.05 level 

Since the result of the correlation – co-efficient shown above is negative, we therefore reject null hypothesis. 

That is, social media very often report domestic violence matters.

Discussion of findings

There is growing international interest in the portrayal of domestic violence in the news and social media and the impact that reporting may have on community understanding, attitudes and behaviours. To date, most research attention has focused on how media messages about violence against women and their children are framed in the news. This body of work provides strong evidence about predominant patterns in the way stories are presented; namely that media offer their audiences overly-simplistic, inadequate and distorted representations of the extent and nature of the problem.

The audience reception literature demonstrated that  social media very often report domestic violence matters. There is also emerging evidence that social media gives prominence to domestic violence. 

These two complementary areas of media inquiry – representation and reception – leave no doubt that the reporting of violence against women in the news and information media should be done in a responsible manner.

The few studies available on news production confirm that the pressures of newsworthiness and profitability present formidable challenges to the task of responsible and sensitive reporting of violence against women. One way to tackle this problem is by providing journalists with resources and guidelines, of which there are now many. 

CHAPTER FIVE

RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION

5.1 Recommendation

Access to social media platforms such as facebook and twitter should be available in households for information purposes and learning.

Awareness programmes should be conducted for both women and men. It should be done by using the resources like nurses, doctors and psychologists, working under governmental and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). This could easily be done either by direct or indirect teaching. The direct methods would include one to one teaching, counseling, or group based teaching. Indirect methods would involve the use of media, pamphlets, role plays, drama and talk shows. 

There should be religious definitions of the basic rights of women like autonomy and freedom in Nigeria on federal levels and the government needs to evaluate all of the basic rights of women. For this a central committee can be made which should include religious leaders, Ulema, and scholars who can consensually define the rights of women in the lights of Islamic teaching and literature. But, for this the other ethnic and minority religious groups should be considered when finalizing any package for basic rights of women. 
Government should also ensure that every citizen of the country is following the main themes defined by the religious committee. 

Government should to make sure that women have enough access to reach any political opportunity and there should be a training programme available for their capacity building on politics. 
There should be enough educational programs in all societies and cultures, both for women and men at the same levels. 

There should be enough opportunities of employments and participation in political parties along with security and safety for women and the seat allocation for recruitments of both genders should be considered on equality grounds. More funds should be allocated to women's development in the country.

There is also a need of reforms in the police departments and judicial processes which place constraints on women from accessing justice. Women police should be trained to deal with women facing domestic violence so that women could feel safe and protected. Indeed the presence of a nurse or doctor in the police department team would facilitate a pleasant environment for the sufferers. 

Exclusive celebrations of marriages were banned in the country some years ago and that worked very effectively through the country. Similarly government can also ban weighty dowry systems in different cultures, and fix certain amount in the lights of Islamic religious teachings which should be followed in any culture and in any region of the country. 

Government should develop recreational programs like family parks, and other entertaining places where women along with their family can enjoy and relax.
5.2 Conclusion

In today’s heavily mediated society, all forms of social media has the ability to reach increasingly more people than ever before. The study on media coverage of the rape of a woman on a bus in Delhi in 2012 showed how quickly a local story can become global. News of the incident spread globally through professional media sources within just 2 days (Phillips et al., 2015). The story resonated in communities far from India showing the unpreceded capacity of today’s media to influence public perceptions that violence against women is neither exceptional nor acceptable.

While many factors are known to influence public perceptions about violence against women, in this state of knowledge paper we examined the role of news media– a dominant force in shaping the discourse on matters of public importance. We found that media representation  studies  dominate  research in the area. Collectively, these studies illustrate that the media frequently mirrors society’s confusion and ambivalence about violence against women. Although the link between media reporting and behaviour is not well-established, studies of audience influence show that social media can play a role in dispelling myths and reinforcing information about the true nature and extent of the problem.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]


Female [  ]

Age 

25-30 [  ]

30-35[  ]

40

40 and above[  ]

Marital Status

Single [   ]

Married [  ]

Widowed [  ]

Qualification

WAEC/OND

HND| BSC

SECTION B
What are the types of social media platforms  N= 142

	Types of social media
	F
	%

	Telegram
	
	

	Twitter 
	
	

	Whatsapp
	
	

	Instagram
	
	

	Facebook
	
	

	Quora
	
	


 In what ways has social media helped in creating awareness on domestic violence in Nigeria?     N=142

	Variables 
	F
	%

	By helping victims share their stories with social media users
	
	

	Help experts share advices and tips on domestic violence
	
	

	Help the masses get better answers to their questions on domestic violence
	
	

	Help victims get quick response
	
	

	Help expose perpetrators massively
	
	


Caues of drug abuse among adults

	Items 
	Please tick(f)

	Sensitivity to public
	

	Safety of victim against stigmatization
	

	Mindful of the level of personal information put out
	

	protection of the children of the victim against stigmatization
	

	Total
	




