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ABSTRACT
This study's objective is to critically assess Nigeria's efforts to combat corruption and insecurity through a case study covering the years 2019–2023. The study primarily looks into how political corruption has emerged as one of the most notorious barriers to Nigeria's democratic government and determines how insecurity affects it. The study's results about its objectives were reached through the use of secondary data. Although there may be enough information in qualitative studies to draw conclusions, the validity of qualitative research is limited when compared to quantitative research. Additionally, the material that was easily accessible and relevant to the topic was used for this study's data, which covered the years 2019 through 2023. The report's findings indicate that political corruption and a high level of insecurity weaken the economy, render the state ungoverned due to the loss of lives and property, render policies and development initiatives ineffective, damage the government's reputation and lower its stature, and render democratic governance a façade. Among other things, the study suggests that in order for the country to experience true democratisation, corruption needs to be addressed and eliminated. Furthermore, people in positions of authority or public office—whether elected or appointed—must view corruption as an impediment to progress and sound administration. They can only pool their resources in the battle against corruption in this manner.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1. Background of the study
Although several social and economic policies have been implemented by successive administrations in the fourth republic, Nigeria has not made significant progress in social, economic, and political development (Adagbabiri & Okolie, 2021:107). According to Ogundiya (2010) as cited in Adagbabiri and Okolie (2021:107), Nigeria's political economy is characterised by political instability, extreme poverty, high youth unemployment, rising crime rates, limited health prospects, and widespread malnourishment.
Corruption is a significant issue that poses a great threat to every community (Agbekaku, Itakpe & Okoye, 2021:291). The problem is clearly visible in the high rates of unemployment, poverty, hunger, disease, insecurity, infrastructure deterioration, and deficit throughout the entire nation. According to Ngwube & Okoli (2013:92), corruption in Nigeria has deeply infiltrated the political system, comparing it to a destructive cancer. It is widely acknowledged globally that corruption in Nigeria is deeply ingrained and prevalent in both the public and business sectors of the country. From the information provided, it is evident that corruption undermines the integrity and security of the nation. In addition, it poses significant challenges for development as it contributes to the impoverishment of the population.
The governments in our country have made continuous efforts to combat corruption through different measures. These include the Independent Corrupt Practices and Allied Commission (ICPC), the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), the Budget Monitory and Price Intelligence Unit, which oversees the contract award process known as due process, and the Code of Conduct for Public Officers, which sets standards for the behaviour of public servants (FGN, 2007). However, even with the implementation of the mentioned regulations, they failed to achieve the desired results as these measures alone cannot completely eliminate the issue of corruption. They are simply mechanical mechanisms created to eradicate corruption. These gadgets may be considered temporary. Furthermore, one can explore the option of considering a proposal that extends over a substantial duration. The current order must also undergo transformation and make room for the new. There is a need for a transformation in attitudes. Life's values must undergo a transformation.
The concept of social standing and authority should no longer be symbolised by private property. A society that prioritises the equitable distribution of wealth, justice, and fairness should replace the acquisitive society. Despite the implemented reforms and significant allocation of national budgets to the security sector, the incidence of insecurity remains a cause for concern. Organised crimes, election-related violence, and violent extremism have consistently posed a threat to national and individual security. The Nigeria Delta Crisis initially led to the emergence of activities like oil bunkering and abduction, which eventually spread to other parts of the country following the amnesty agreement in 2009 (Salawu, 2012:28). In addition, there have been alarming incidents of armed robbery, car theft, and ritual murders in the country. The rise of the dangerous Boko Haram insurgency in Northern Nigeria, particularly in the North-East region, is a significant and pressing issue. The Boko Haram group's actions pose significant security challenges in present-day Nigeria.



1.2. Statement of research problem
The high level of insecurity in Nigeria is primarily a result of the government's failure, stemming from widespread corruption and political issues. Nigeria's human security situation is greatly compromised by a range of factors, with corruption being a prominent concern. The connection between corruption and national security is significant, as highlighted by Agbekaku et al. (2021:292). According to Mustapha (2020;19), the issue of insecurity affects every state. Nigeria's Fourth Republic has been plagued by a rising tide of corruption, which has had a significant negative impact on national security. There have been numerous casualties and extensive damage to properties, while the Nigerian political landscape continues to be plagued by social insecurity and persistent political instability. The increasing prevalence of corruption and insecurity in Nigeria's Fourth Republic is a cause for concern among the general public and poses significant challenges for the government. The purpose of this study is to investigate the potential negative effects of corruption and insecurity in Nigeria. 
1.3. Objectives of the study
The aim of this study is to analyse the influence of corruption and insecurity on democratic governance in Nigeria's Fourth Republic.
i. To investigate how political corruption has become one of the most infamous obstacles to democratic governance in Nigeria.
ii. To identify the impact of political corruption on democratic governance in Nigeria.
1.4. Research questions
i. How has political corruption affected democratic governance in Nigeria?
ii. What is the impact of political corruption on democratic governance in Nigeria?
1.5. Significance of the study
This study aims to analyse the effects of corruption and insecurity on the Nigerian economy by utilising current empirical data. This addition will augment the existing body of contemporary academic literature on the interconnected problem of corruption and insecurity, thus broadening the scope of knowledge. Additionally, the findings of this study will function as a point of reference for future investigations.
1.6. Scope of the study
The scope of this study is restricted to the examination of corruption and insecurity specifically within the context of Nigeria. The scope of corruption in this research is confined to political corruption, whereas the focus of insecurity in this study is limited to large-scale insecurity. Furthermore, the scope of this analysis will be restricted to utilising data exclusively from the time period spanning 2019 to 2023.
1.7. Limitations of the study
The very nature of this study is one of the things that makes it a restriction. Because this is a qualitative study, it is necessary to rely on secondary data in order to arrive at conclusions concerning the aims of the study. The validity of qualitative research is limited in comparison to that of quantitative research, despite the fact that qualitative studies could have sufficient evidence to reach conclusions. Furthermore, the data that were utilised for this study were information that was readily available and pertinent to the subject matter from the years 2019 to 2023. Although these data have a contemporary value, a more extensive time range would have added more depth to the knowledge that the study seeks to impart. It should be noted, however, that the validity of the findings of this study is not affected by these limitations.


1.8. Operational definition of terms
Corruption:  Corruption in the public sector typically refers to the abuse of authority by government officials for personal gain while carrying out their official responsibilities. This encompasses a wide range of acts, including fraud, bribery, embezzlement, favouritism, extortion, dishonesty, and unethical actions undertaken to achieve personal objectives.
Insecurity: This refers to the state's incapacity to uphold law and order within its population.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
2.0 Introduction
Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
2.1	CONCEPTUAL REVIEW
Concept Of Corruption
Corruption is a societal problem that lacks a universally accepted term. There is variation in the definition based on the scholar's perspective and understanding of the subject.  Corruption has been approached from different perspectives by scholars. There is ongoing debate and controversy surrounding the concept of corruption, much like other ideas in the Social Sciences and Humanities. Yelwa (2011) cited in Ibrahim (2014, p. 2) provides a comprehensive definition of corruption, highlighting its multi-dimensional nature and the various ways it has been conceptualised. Corruption in the public sector typically involves public officials misusing their power for personal gain while carrying out their official duties. This encompasses a wide range of practices, including fraud, bribery, embezzlement, favouritism, extortion, dishonesty, and unethical actions driven by personal motives.
The definition of corruption provided by Onwuka & Eme (2019, p. 117) is as follows: 'A deviation from the official responsibilities of a public position in regards to the personal (close relatives, personal connections, private groups) financial exercise of specific types of private influence. This includes actions like bribery, nepotism (appointing based on personal connections rather than merit), and misappropriation (illegally using public resources for personal gain). The definition of corruption by Onwuka & Eme, as mentioned earlier, could benefit from some improvements in terms of syntax and phrasing. However, the value of this piece lies in its effort to define corruption as a departure from the norm, involving actions such as bribery, nepotism, and the misuse of public resources for personal gain. The concept of corruption can also be understood as an act where an official or fiduciary person abuses their position for personal gain or to benefit someone else, going against their duty and the rights of others (Agbakor, 2010, p. 52).
Ndubuisi (2021) describes corruption as a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that arises from different sources and has diverse consequences. It can take on various forms and occur in different situations. In line with Tanzi (1998), as mentioned in Nwabueze (2019), it is argued that although corruption may be challenging to define, the resulting crises it brings about are unmistakable. According to the United Nations Global Programme Against Corruption (GPAC), political corruption is described as the misuse of power for personal gain. TI proposed a clear definition of the term as "the misuse of entrusted power for personal advantage." Ibraheem (2022) argues that corruption involves a deviation from established laws and norms for personal gain. Musa (2019) provides a comprehensive definition of corruption, highlighting the actions or omissions that go against an organization's rules, regulations, norms, and ethics. These actions are driven by selfish motives, ultimately harming the organisation.
In addition, the World Bank (World Bank Independent Evaluation Group, 2006) provides a definition of corruption as "the misuse of office for personal advantage." When an official accepts, requests, or coerces a bribe, they are misusing their public position for personal gain. Odey (2021) highlights the potential for exploitation of public office for personal gain, even in the absence of bribery. The various forms of political corruption include patronage, election rigging, voter registration manipulation, favouritism in contract awarding, procurement fraud, tribalism and nepotism in recruitment and promotion, and unjust punishment/sanctions for public employees.
There is currently a debate surrounding the value of corruption, both as a term and as a phenomenon. It can be argued that this idea is controversial for various reasons. It is universally acknowledged that there are always at least two factors at play, with the ultimate goal being to fulfil monetary or selfish objectives, whether directly or indirectly. Nevertheless, corruption has permeated societies across the globe, regardless of their level of advancement or cultural background, acting as a pervasive global issue. The phenomenon is widespread, appearing in various colours, dimensions, and with extensive coverage. Different individuals, particularly social scientists, have different interpretations of the notion, as highlighted by Okonkwo (2020). The consequences for the international community's various geopolitical zones are debatable.
According to Okolo (2019), corruption is described as the distortion of integrity or affairs through bribery, favouritism, or moral depravity. There is a concerning presence of impurity in society. Enweremadu (2021) defines corruption as the unethical pursuit of wealth or power through illicit means, prioritising personal gain over the well-being of the public. Medrad (2021) defines corruption as the manipulation of public affairs for personal benefit. He also believed that corruption involved bribery or the use of unlawful gifts to influence individuals in positions of power to act or refrain from acting in ways that serve the giver's personal gain and eventually that of the recipient. It includes the misappropriation of public funds and resources for personal gain, favouritism, and various other types of corruption. Joel (2019) provides a clear definition of corruption, highlighting the misuse of official position, resources, or facilities for personal gain, or the potential conflict of interest between public position and private benefit. This typically involves instances of misconduct by public officials and is typically dealt with through a variety of internal regulations (such as Public Service Rules and Extant Rules). Based on the definition provided earlier, corruption refers to the manipulation of public affairs for personal benefit. Corruption in this context encompasses actions such as bribery, kickbacks, misappropriation, misapplication, or the exploitation of one's position to gain an unfair advantage. This type of transaction, which involves public office holders abusing their power for personal gain, is considered an act of corruption.
In other words, engaging in intentional misconduct for personal benefit is considered corrupt behaviour. According to Medrad (2021), corruption in politics involves the prioritisation of personal gain over the public interest, as determined by public opinion, in exchange for political advantages. Gibbons offered a thorough definition of corruption, describing it as a pervasive issue that affects the social, political, economic, and moral fabric of a society. Akindele (1995) cited in Ibraheem (2022) explores the multifaceted nature of corruption, delving into its ideological, moral, cultural, and intellectual dimensions. This definition of corruption is concise and comprehensive. It explains corruption as the act of gaining personal benefits that one is not entitled to, regardless of whether they are a public official or a member of society (Salawu, 2007 referenced in Musa, 2019). From this perspective, corruption refers to a departure from the accepted norms of trading goods and services within a community. Corruption can be seen in various societies through the perspective of the people's everyday lives. There is a difference in how corruption is defined across societies. While some societies view corruption as the illegal acquisition of money or benefits, others see it as encompassing social and moral aspects as well.
It is evident from the above that individuals may have varying perspectives on what constitutes corrupt behaviour. The 1999 and preceding constitutions set forth a code of conduct for public officials and made it a political objective of the state to eradicate any corrupt activities associated with abuse of power. Although it does not provide a definition of corruption or a comprehensive list of corrupt behaviours, the text is well-written. There is an observation that the statutory criminal laws, along with the criminal and penal codes, do not provide a clear definition of corruption. The Independent Corrupt Practices (and other related crimes) Commission (ICPC) Act 2000 and the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act 2004 have expanded the scope of corruption. The EFCC Act grants the commission the authority to probe, prevent, and bring legal action against individuals involved in various illegal activities such as money laundering, embezzlement, bribery, looting, and other forms of corruption. It also covers offences like illegal arms deals, smuggling, human trafficking, child labour, illegal oil bunkering, illegal mining, tax evasion, foreign exchange malpractices including currency counterfeiting, theft of intellectual property and piracy, open market abuse, dumping of toxic wastes, and prohibited goods (EFCC Act, 2004).
Based on the definition provided, it is evident that engaging in actions that are not morally upright or pure is considered corrupt. Corruption involves the misuse of employment, contracts, status, power, money, and resources for personal gain. It encompasses immoral and illegal activities such as robbery, fraud, abuse of office, and bribery (Adababiri & Okolie, 2019, p. 43).

Causes Of Corruption
 	Ugwu  (2020)  has identified causes of corruption in Nigeria as follows: They are excessive materialism, bureaucratic bottleneck, poor leadership and nonexistence of social services. 
Excessive Materialism
One of the factors contributing to corruption in Nigerian society is the greed-driven lifestyle we lead. It appears that individuals are never content with their current circumstances. The pursuit of material wealth consumes the lives of many Nigerians, overshadowing other aspects of their existence. According to Okolo (2019), Nigerians tend to define social success and importance solely in terms of money and material value. He further observed that: The Nigerian character, especially since the "oil boom," is driven by an unspoken but unmistakable obsession with accumulating wealth by any means necessary. The size of one's bank account, the number of properties owned, the fleet of cars, the number of influential relatives or children in high-ranking positions, and even the amount spent on lavish events like funerals and weddings, all hold great importance. All these are phases and dynamics of acquisitive instincts deeply ingrained in the Nigerian psyche, which predispose her to corruption. Excessive materialism can be seen as a significant factor contributing to corruption in Nigeria.
Bureaucratic Bottleneck
The bureaucratic bottleneck in Nigeria serves as a catalyst for corruption. According to Ndubisi, corruption is utilised to combat excessive bureaucracy in a rigid bureaucratic system. There is a noticeable lack of efficiency in the bureaucratic processes in Nigeria, which results in government institutions struggling to meet the demands placed upon them. Our governmental system exhibits a significant level of inefficiency. It is disheartening to witness the lack of dedication towards achieving the goals and objectives of governmental organisations by individuals employed within them. There is a significant amount of delay in prosecuting and delivering public services. Therefore, if you visit certain government parastatals such as Nigeria Telecommunications Limited (NITEL) and Nigerian Postal Services (NIPOST), unless you are familiar to the employees, you may end up spending the entire day there. Even when you are provided with service, the workers will expect some form of appreciation. Public officials in Nigeria engage in corrupt practices by accepting bribes and kickbacks from both citizens and foreigners. This allows them to bypass established civil service rules and regulations in order to expedite actions. Upon recognising this phenomenon, Emezi (1998) cited in Nye (2022) made the following observation: Corruption appears to offer an alternative avenue for distributing or obtaining decision-making power. This is because in situations where bureaucracy is complex and ineffective, providing strong personal incentives to bureaucrats can be the most effective way to expedite action. Based on this premise, corruption is justified by the flawed functioning of institutions and norms influenced by Western practices (Uju 2021).
Poor Leadership
In Nigeria, corruption is often fueled by ineffective leadership. Leadership in Nigeria lacks proper conceptualization. According to Obasi (2020), leadership in Nigeria has been characterised by a significant amount of hypocrisy. Since Nigeria gained independence in 1960, the political elites, whether civilian or military, have consistently prioritised their own self-interests over the well-being of the public. Their actions have shown that their pursuit of power is solely for the purpose of enjoying the benefits and privileges that come with holding political office. Since then, every political office has been the target of mistreatment. They brazenly plunder the public treasury without facing any consequences. As the public witnesses the blatant distortion of societal norms by their leaders and their representatives, they struggle to find any rationale or inspiration to uphold these values. Thus, it is common for the general population to emulate their leaders. This illustrates why the messenger who receives unfair wages may conveniently misplace your file until you offer a gratuity; it also highlights how some law enforcement officers illicitly obtain money from the public without experiencing any remorse. Achebe (1983) cited in Sowunmi, Adesola, & Salako, (2019) made a clear statement about the state of Nigerians, emphasising that their current condition is a direct result of their leaders' shortcomings.
Forms of Corruption
Contributing to the concept of corruption Ijiwere & Dunmade (cited) in Alimi & Isiramen (2021) defines corruption as depending on the arena it takes place namely: economic, bureaucratic, political, moral and judicial.
· Economic Corruption
Corruption is ubiquitous in the economic and commercial worlds. Businessmen have been known to bid for favors at any level as long as the economic cost of the favor does not outweigh the returns and value made available by such unethical conduct. In regular operation, businessmen and entrepreneurs abhor impediments to profit and hence utilize unscrupulous ways to circumvent conventional institutional control, expedite or shorten operations.
· Bureaucratic Corruption
Bureaucratic corruption entails the exchange of favours with government officials responsible for formulating and implementing economic and political policies. The primary areas of focus encompass the acquisition of foreign exchange, import authorizations, industrial establishment, tax avoidance, and similar matters. Regarding this matter, Oluwadere and Ayuda (1974), as cited in Ndubuisi (2021), note that there are different situations where individuals may offer bribes to officials, leading them astray from the path of integrity. According to Ayuda, in certain situations, authorities anticipate being compensated for almost everything, and "even more troubling, they exploit their significant powers of procrastination to compel individuals to make payments." As per Leff (1964), cited in Okolo (2019), these illicit bribes and corrupt payments are not sanctioned by standard government procedures. Instead, they are taken over by the bureaucracy, rather than the state, and suggest an undermining of the government's political and economic goals. The effectiveness of any government and the success of its programme depend greatly on the bureaucrats' capacity to efficiently execute its policies. In this scenario, it is evident that the progress of society relies on the efficiency of bureaucracy and the honesty of bureaucrats. Anything else is illogical and irrational. The analysis of corruption centres on development, bureaucracy, efficiency, and probity.
· Judicial Corruption 
There are widespread allegations of corruption within law enforcement agencies and the courts, whether they are indigenous or modern. The issue of judicial corruption revolves around the influence of individuals in different social positions and their ability to use their wealth to manipulate the police, secure bails, and even distort the fair administration of justice. There have been allegations that certain judges treat justice as a commodity that can be bought and sold in our courts. This must have led one of our esteemed legal experts, justices Chukwudifu Oputa, to make the following statement: Corruption is the most detrimental ailment to impact any court system, as the court represents our collective endeavour to achieve justice through the law. Justice in our courts should never be reduced to a mere commodity, openly sold to the highest bidder. It is important for our judges to recognise that they are referred to as 'Honourable justice' for a reason. It is important to recognise that justice is a quality inherent to God Himself, as stated by Ogiri (2014) in Anyebe (2019). According to Olufokunbi (1962) cited in Orokpo (2022), it is concerning that corruption could potentially infiltrate the administration of justice on a significant level. It would be a great loss for the nation if such a valuable institution becomes tainted.
· Moral Corruption
The anonymity that exists in modern cultures, particularly in urban and cosmopolitan centres, has either become more severe or, in certain instances, has just fostered conditions that are conducive to irresponsible behaviour. The desire to obtain employment, the desire to demonstrate wealth through the acquisition of women, the flamboyant demonstration of individual materialistic possessions in the midst of social poverty, the exploitation of man by man—the powerless poor by the powerful rich, etc. are all examples of the types of moral corruption that can occur. The implication of criticism here is that the acquisition of wealth is legitimate only when it is exploited to serve the needs of society and its people. In the civilization, things like lust, incest, avarice, and covetousness are considered to be unacceptable. Taking this into consideration, Otite (1982), who was mentioned in Orokpo (2022), made the observation that "there is so much self-interest and greed in our society that the political rulers and top bureaucrats flout public moral code, and indeed our top elite are generally morally vulnerable." This brings to mind the unethical deed that was committed at the Ministry of Health by two ministers and top bureaucrats in the ministry in relation to the N00 million that had not been spent and was supposed to be returned back to the government account.
Concept of Politcal Corruption
Political corruption can be observed in two distinct forms: actions pertaining to elections and transitions of power, as well as the manipulation of individuals and institutions to maintain control and authority. Political positions and resources are scarce, and the benefits of holding office are significant. Consequently, the struggle for these resource positions involves resorting to unscrupulous methods, such as corruption, to overcome obstacles and opposition. Political corruption can occur during elections, resulting in the manipulation of voters through bribery in order to maintain control or authority.'The erosion of values, principles, ethics, and the distortion or corruption of societal norms for personal benefit." According to Ibietan (2020), corruption in politics refers to the misuse of legislative powers by government officials for personal or illegitimate gains. This has had a detrimental impact on the government's reputation, eroded its legitimacy, and hindered the effectiveness of policies, development programmes, and economic growth (Ibrahim, 2020).Political corruption is a form of corruption that can be observed in democratic systems, specifically within the three branches of government: legislative, executive, and judiciary. It involves the misappropriation of state funds, making it a severe form of corruption (Diko and Onyekwelu, 2019). The significant instances of public corruption in the executive branch of government revolve around personal and outdated connections in the process of appointing and awarding contracts, as well as the misappropriation and embezzlement of funds, and the inflation of contract amounts.
Political corruption occurs when those in positions of power and authority engage in unethical activities that undermine the principles of leadership and the responsible use of government power. Corruption arises when laws and regulations are designed to favour and serve the interests of the political class, rather than being intended for the benefit of all citizens. When political corruption is present, it has a detrimental impact on governance, policymaking, laws, orderly process, and democratic institutions (Amundsen, 1997). In addition, political corruption refers to the misuse of legislative powers by public officials for personal gain that goes against the law. (Oghuvbu & Oghuvbu, 2020).
Context of Political Corruption in Nigeria 
Referring to the documented instances of political corruption in Nigeria, various sources have highlighted the prevalence of this issue (Oluwatobi, 2012; Imhonopi & Ugochukwu, 2013; Okolo & Raymond, 2014; Markovska & Adams, 2020; Umoru, 2022). Notable cases of political corruption include Daniel's (2012) report on the misappropriation of funds amounting to $3-$5bn, $40m, £6m, $300m-$3.4bn, and $21.33m from Nigeria's public treasury by individuals such as Mr. Sanni Abacha, the former military president of Nigeria, as well as Governors Diepreye Alamieyeseigha of Bayelsa State, Joshua Dariye of Plateau State, James Ibori of Delta State, and Lucky Igbinedion of Edo State (Ahemba, 2008). The aforementioned political corruption is merely scratching the surface. The EFCC has uncovered evidence of alleged financial misconduct involving prominent individuals. Former Minister of Petroleum, Ms Diezani Alison-Madueke, is being investigated for the alleged misappropriation of over $90bn from public funds. Similarly, former National Security Adviser, Mr Sambo Dasuki, has been implicated in the alleged embezzlement of $2bn meant for the procurement of arms for Nigeria. Additionally, the former Group Managing Director of NNPC, Dr Andrew Yakubu, was found to have Mr Ahmed Idris, a former Accountant General of Nigeria, was arraigned by the EFCC on 22 July 2022 before a High Court in Abuja. He is facing charges of stealing ₦109bn (about $192.8m) of public funds between February and November 2021 (Bloomberg, 2022; EFCC, 2022). The EFCC has also verified that from 1960 to 2005, Nigerian military and political leaders embezzled a staggering $20 trillion from Nigeria's treasury, as reported by Vanguard in 2020.
A search on the website of the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) for recently leaked offshore companies in Nigeria returned 73 hits. Most companies are located in North America or governed as British Overseas Territories – A total of 50 companies are registered in the Bahamas, 7 in the Cayman Islands, 5 in the British Virgin Islands, with one each in Bermuda and Barbados. Additionally, there are 2 companies in Niue, and 1 each in Samoa and Saint Kitts and Nevis. Despite not receiving a response from the ICIJ regarding the names of the company owners, it is evident that the individuals who are not benefiting from these companies are the millions of Nigerians who are facing hardships and seeking opportunities in more developed nations. Likewise, individuals involved in legitimate enterprises take pride in associating their names with their companies and achievements. Meanwhile, diligent journalists have diligently probed to expose the hidden identities of these business owners. In addition to the corruption perpetrated by political leaders, even lower-ranking public officials are not exempt from embezzling public funds. They have accused different animals of misappropriating public funds under their care (The Afrinik, n.a.). The creatures that consume currency could be referred to as 'monetaevirous', in accordance with the established naming convention for species that feed on plants or animals. Given the unique nature of money-consuming creatures in Nigeria, it seems appropriate to come up with a name for them in a Nigerian language. The term 'örigho' (meaning money-eater in Benin language) would be suitable. 
In 2019, a salesclerk working at the Joint Admissions and Matriculations Board (JAMB) in Benue State made a rather unusual claim to auditors. According to the salesclerk, a significant amount of money, ₦36m (equivalent to $100,000), had mysteriously disappeared from a vault in the JAMB Office, allegedly swallowed by a 'snake'. Thirteen The funds were the revenue generated from the sale of examination cards that students in Nigeria bought to gain admission into universities. However, the clerk insisted that she never made such a statement and was never interrogated by anyone about the funds. In the same year, an amount of ₦70m was given to the Northern Forum of Senators and placed under the responsibility of the chairman. However, it was reported that the funds were unfortunately lost when monkeys allegedly consumed them at the chairman's farmhouse. The reason behind the ₦70m being "given" to the Forum is a topic that warrants further investigation. In 2019, an incident occurred at a Zoo in Kano state, Nigeria, where a significant amount of entrance fees went missing. It was discovered that the funds entrusted to the Kano Zoological Gardens were unaccounted for, despite the absence of any gorilla in the facility. In 2020, a staggering amount of ₦50bn ($129m) that the Nigerian government had allocated for charities was reportedly consumed by 50 goats. In 2022, it was reported that ₦17.1bn of Nigeria's public funds were consumed by termites at the Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund. Despite the absurdity of the aforementioned cover-ups, the call for responsibility is seldom heard in Nigeria as a result of nepotism.


Oligarchy, Cultism And Nepotism In Nigeria Politics 
Nigeria's political landscape is overseen by a select group of individuals, primarily from the Yoruba and Fulani-Hausa tribes. The presidency in Nigeria has been alternating between two tribes, especially since the country transitioned to democracy in 1999. They uphold their dominance in Nigeria's political sphere by resorting to cultism and thuggery, as well as by strategically placing their loyalists in key positions within the public service. These positions include security agencies (military, police, department of state security services, correctional services, etc.), the Central Bank, Customs, NNPC, Election Commission, EFCC, and other anti-corruption institutions in Nigeria. The political system in Nigeria operates in a manner that favours a select group, with power being passed on to their chosen successors. This perpetuates a cycle of favouritism and nepotism within the political landscape. 
As a result, the political oligarchs hold sway in Nigeria, with elections being mere formalities (Omilusi, 2020) and accountability remaining an elusive concept. Fourteen One way to assess the level of political corruption is by examining the financial aspects of each political leader or public official. This includes their official salaries, allowances, declared legal businesses, and investment interests. By subtracting their total spending and factoring in the funds in their bank accounts and other legal and declared businesses, we can get a clearer picture.
Examples of Political Corruption Cases in Nigeria 
There are numerous corruption cases in Nigeria, but the ones that garner the most attention are those classified as grand corruption cases. When discussing grand corruption in Nigeria, it encompasses individuals in public office, whether elected or appointed. Several state governors are currently facing corruption charges in court after their time in office came to an end. Similarly, numerous senators, members of both federal and state house of assemblies, ministers, commissioners, and directors of several government agencies are currently facing allegations of corruption. This study will examine the corruption cases involving former Petroleum minister Deizani Alison Madueke, former National Security Adviser Sambo Dasuki, former secretary of the federation Babachir Lawal, and the case of Rasheed Maina, former chairman of the defunct Pension Reform Taskforce Team.
[bookmark: _GoBack] One of the recent corruption cases involving a Nigerian public office holder is the grasscutting scandal. Babachir Lawal, the former Secretary to the Government of the Federal, played a central role in this scandal. Lawal served as the SGF to President Muhammadu Buhari during his first tenure, but was dismissed following the exposure of his involvement in a corruption case. In February 2019, he was arrested by EFCC and brought before a Federal High Court in Abuja, Nigeria, along with two others - Hamidu Lawal (his younger brother) and Suleiman Abubakar. Additionally implicated in the scandal are two companies, Rholavision Engineering Limited and Josmon Technologies Limited, both alleged to have engaged in fraudulent activities and misappropriated One billion Naira of Nigeria's funds for personal gain. They were charged with 10 counts and entered a plea of not guilty to all of them. Their case is currently awaiting a resolution in court, as various challenges with witnesses have caused significant setbacks in their trial. 2.6.2 Abdulrasheed Maina In October 2009, Abdulrasheed Maina, the former chairman of the defunct Pension Reform Task Force Team, was arrested and brought before a Federal High Court presided over by Justice Abang. He faced 12 counts related to money laundering. He faced allegations of using fictitious names to establish multiple bank accounts for the purpose of funnelling illicit funds. Additionally, he enlisted family members who worked in the banking industry to assist in managing these fraudulent accounts. Maina was granted bail after he pleaded not guilty to all charges against him, but his trial continued. Twice, Maina evaded capture and vanished to an undisclosed place in an effort to delay his trial. Consequently, Senator Ali Ndume, who had taken responsibility for Maina, was incarcerated for a period of five days after his failure to present Maina in court (Premium Times, 2021). Maina was hiding in Niamey, Niger Republic where he was subsequently rearrested and extradited back to Nigeria as part of his ongoing trial. After his trial resumed, Maina and Common Input Property and Investment Limited, a company he owned, were found guilty and sentenced to 8 years in prison.
One of the most well-known corruption scandals in Nigeria in the 21st century is the scandal known as "The Dasukigate". The case revolved around the corruption allegations against the former National Security Adviser (NSA) to former President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan. Dasuki had complete control over military procurement during his time in office, from March 2012 to March 2015, with minimal input or supervision from the Ministry of Defence. In November 2015, an investigative panel was established to examine the Armsgate deal, marking the initial revelation of Dasuki's corrupt practices to the public. In the interim report of the panel, Dasuke was accused of employing various methods. These actions involved the allocation of unauthorised contracts, resulting in the diversion of $2.2 Billion from the allocated funds for the purchase of arms and ammunition to combat insurgency in the North Eastern part of Nigeria. As per the EFCC, it has been revealed that Dasuki was not the sole perpetrator of the criminal act. Numerous political and public officials were found to be involved in the arms deal. One of these officials was Musiliu Obanikoro, the then Minister of State for Defence, who, during questioning, admitted to the EFCC that he had received a substantial amount of money from the office of Dasuki.
Yet another example of systemic corruption in Nigeria is the case of the former Minister of Petroleum, Diezani Alison Madueke. When President Goodluck Jonathan assumed office, he selected Madueke to supervise the petroleum ministry and the operations of the esteemed Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), a state-owned enterprise responsible for Nigeria's petroleum industry, which is the backbone of the country's economy. She held a position at the Ministry for a few years, and shortly after her departure, both her name and the names of her colleagues were linked to multiple corruption allegations. She was associated with various valuable assets, many of which were confiscated by the federal government as per court orders. The EFCC has also alleged that Madueke possessed the sum of N3.32 billion and $39.7 million, which were proceeds from illegal business activities (Premium Times, 2022). According to the EFCC, she fled Nigeria for the United Kingdom after her term in office ended, as there were suspicions that she could be charged with corruption for the various corrupt activities she and her associates engaged in during her time in office. She has chosen to stay in the UK, and despite 7 years passing, the EFCC has been unsuccessful in their attempts to bring her back to Nigeria for trial. Nevertheless, numerous assets associated with Ms. Madueke have been seized by the federal government through court orders obtained by the EFCC.
Concept of Democratic  Governance
Abraham Lincoln provided a concise definition of democracy, stating that it is a form of government that is created and operated by the people, with the purpose of serving the people. The power in a democracy rests with the majority of the people, who elect representatives to govern on their behalf. However, the World Bank provided a definition of governance, stating that it refers to the way power is utilised in managing a nation's economic and social resources for development (World Bank 1994). According to Ismail and Pierre-Land (1991), governance can be understood as the dynamic interaction between the state and civil society, the government and the governed, and the rulers and the ruled. The essence of democratic governance is to effectively organise and coordinate government at all levels, ensuring that people have a meaningful say in decisions that affect their well-being. Hence, competitions for different government positions, ensuring human rights, and the involvement of people in selecting political leaders are all integral to a democratic form of governance. 
Democracy in any society is characterised by key qualities such as the active involvement of citizens in government, the need for accountability and transparency, a multi-party system, regular free and fair elections, and the importance of the rule of law. These qualities are essential for good governance, and their absence leads to poor governance. Nevertheless, with the resurgence of democratic rule... The process of democratic consolidation is a crucial step in transitioning from authoritarian rule to a stable and enduring democracy. It involves establishing the necessary institutions and systems that are essential for a functioning democratic society (Schedler, 1998). The establishment of democracy as a system for organising society and government is essential for achieving democratic consolidation. This involves the creation of institutions, culture, ethics, support systems, and a strong sense of commitment that are necessary for ensuring its stability, efficiency, and responsiveness (Oni, 2014). The process of democratic consolidation necessitates the cultivation of democratic values, principles, and institutions to safeguard against a return to authoritarian rule. Diamond (1994) emphasised the importance of a robust and active civil society in achieving democratic consolidation. This entails the society's role in preventing the misuse of power, ensuring that public officials are held responsible for their actions (or lack thereof) in handling public resources, and helping to reduce political conflicts. Nevertheless, it is important to recognise that civil society serves as a tool rather than a goal in itself. As Diamond (1994, 7) astutely pointed out, "a vibrant civil society is likely more crucial for solidifying and upholding democracy than for instigating it."
Democracy encompasses more than just the governance by and for the people, as well as the protection of rights and freedoms. It requires every citizen to take on the role of a political actor, but this comes with a price. As we observe the downfall of authoritarian regimes and the rise of democratic values, it becomes crucial to analyse the key factors that contribute to the stability and success of these new democracies. During the third wave of democratisation, it became evident that countries progressed at different rates in their consolidation efforts. The process of democratisation can be divided into four distinct phases: the overthrow of the authoritarian regime, the period of transition, the establishment of a stable political order, and the eventual maturation of the democratic system. The consolidation stage involves a transition from the electoral stage to the normative stage, which signifies the progress towards democratisation. In order for a democracy to function effectively, it is crucial that all participants, including both the elites and the masses, view democracy as the primary and most important system of governance. Many democracies worldwide find themselves in a 'illiberal stage', where the foundations of democracy are firmly established, but there are limitations imposed on the freedoms and rights that a democracy should uphold (Zakaria 1997).
Conditions for Democratic Government 
Democracy either direct or indirect must satisfy certain conditions, that is, every democratic state or before a country can be regarded a democratic state, it must possess certain features. 
The constitution: This is the fundamental laws and rules guiding a state. Every democratic state must have constitution, which could either be written or unwritten. Popular political participation: participation is an important condition for every democratic states. This gives the citizens the opportunity to take active involvement in the political decision making of the state. It is noteworthy to mention that any political system that frown again popular participation in politics is not democratic. 
Legitimacy: this entails the general recognition by the people for the right of the leaders to govern or lead them. A government is illegitimate or undemocratic if it is not recognized by the people. 16(89) 
Periodic Election: TThis is an avenue through which a democratic government is formed. Elections are fixed for a period usually every four years and it determines the number of years political leaders stay in office. This help prevent autocracy and overconcentration of political powers in the hands of a few. 
Separation of power and checks and balances: This is an important feature of democracy. It help prevent dictatorship by one arm of government, and encourages checks and balances. It brings about smooth running of the government by allowing one arm of government checking excesses of other arms of government. 
Presence of Political Parties: A democratic state must encourage political parties activities as they serve as a means through which people who seek to attain political power are elected to govern. Therefore, a democratic state must have at least two political parties in order to give room for political competition. 
Freedom of Press: The freedom or independence and neutrality of the press is a vital element of democracy. Freedom of the press promotes accountability in governance.


The Concept Of Security And Insecurity 
Various scholars have put forth different perspectives on the concept of insecurity.  According to Oghuvbu & Chidozie (2019), they make a compelling argument about the importance of security in safeguarding the survival of individuals and groups. Security can be seen as the absence of any current or future threats, dangers, or discomfort for individuals. According to Ajodo, Adebanjoko & Okorie (2020), insecurity is defined as a state of fear or something that instills fear, harm, or has the potential to provoke fear or harm in a person. These issues encompass a range of challenges, including political instability, economic disparity, and environmental decline. They also involve limited educational opportunities, gender inequality, health concerns, and joblessness. The security situation in Nigeria has faced unprecedented challenges under the leadership of Buhari till date.
 Insecurity is a state of experiencing fear, danger, harassment, and other forms of intimidation in various aspects of life. According to a study by Ajodo Adebanjoko and Ugwuoke (2014), insecurity can be viewed as a threat to the state, leading to an increased demand for weapons and nuclear arms to protect the state. The issue of insecurity gained significant attention during the post-Cold War era, particularly after the global trade centre bombing on September 11, 2001. This event shifted people's perspectives and brought security to the forefront of their concerns. According to Saliu, Luqman, and Abdullahi (2022), human risks to life can stem from various sources, including both violent conflict and non-conflict situations. Therefore, insecurity can be described as a state of fear or anything that instills fear, harm, injury, or destruction in an individual, group, or nation.
Insecurity is characterised as a state of uncertainty, instability, fragility, nervousness, or a lack of self-confidence, according to the definitions provided by the Web Net international dictionary (2000) in Odeselu (2022). This can encompass a variety of experiences, from childhood memories to distressing events, mistreatment, and personal worries. The perception of security may not always accurately reflect the true level of security. Fear of armed robbers, for instance, is said to be less common in the northern region compared to the fear of Boko Haram. The existence of security measures can be seen as a strong indication of safety. For instance, the presence of security personnel in the north-east may be unintentionally hindering each other's efforts and cancelling out their effectiveness, which can ultimately be counterproductive. However, residents still perceive that they are receiving twice the level of protection compared to when security personnel are absent. This suggests that insecurity is a significant term used to describe a measure that focuses mainly on enhancing subjective security, without giving proper consideration to its impact on objective security. When it comes to deterring malicious behaviour like insurgency and terrorist attacks, the presence of visible security measures, commonly seen in developed countries, can enhance the overall sense of security. They encompass video surveillance, home alarm systems, and anti-theft systems in cars like a vehicle tracking system or warning sign. Due to the presence of intellectual individuals, potential intruders may be deterred from attempting to gain access to these areas or vehicles. This can result in a decrease in window damage and safeguarding of valuable objects inside.
 It is a state of concern brought about by real physical harm or danger in one's surroundings or society. The SAGE Dictionary of Criminology (2021) explicitly states that security is often defined by comparing and contrasting it with insecurity. The source of personal insecurity stems from the perceived danger that individuals pose to others, whether it be to specific groups or society as a whole. This threat can range from immediate and tangible to more abstract and imagined, but its impact is significant nonetheless. Consequently, the state of insecurity in Nigeria is akin to a state of anarchy, where life seems to be nasty, brutish, and short, reminiscent of the situation described by Thomas Hobbes in the Leviathan (1651). Life seems to hold little significance in Nigeria. People and groups unjustly take the lives of others, while the government fails to take action to protect them. The dangers and risks that contribute to insecurity encompass a wide range of violent acts, including armed banditry, robbery, kidnapping, abduction, ritual killings, beheadings, burning alive of individuals, gangsterism, cultism, and religious and ethnic conflicts, as well as ethnic militia activity.
Level of Insecurity and Security Degeneration in Nigeria  
Fear of insecurity persists among all Nigerians, as it becomes more evident that the government is unable to effectively guarantee the safety of lives and property.  The state law enforcement officials responsible for the protection of life and property, such as the police, state security agencies, the military, immigration, and prison service, have all performed abysmally in their duties. Due to the complex nature of insecurity in Nigeria, accurately categorising the patterns of insecurity becomes a challenging task. Agomuo (2013) provides an analysis of the nature of insecurity in Nigeria. Several factions have exerted control over the Nigerian nation at different points in history.  Throughout these periods of group rule, the nation's security agencies struggled to address their actions or suppress their unlawful behaviour with greater force. The government has consistently engaged in negotiations with these entities. With each negotiation between the government and these unlawful organisations, the government's strength diminished, leading to the emergence of other groups resorting to violent tactics to force the government's compliance. The government has consistently pursued peace, but unfortunately, the situation in the Niger Delta remains dire. Former militants have taken on various roles, such as government contractors, crude oil refiners, or even engaging in criminal activities like kidnapping. Despite the amnesty programme, the government continues to spend billions of Naira to address the ongoing challenges.In Nigeria, there are various forms of insecurity. Take, for instance, in the South-West geopolitical zone, armed robbery is quite common, especially in cities like Lagos, Ibadan, Akure, and Abeokuta. Similarly, in the South-South and South-East, which serve as the nation's oil base, kidnapping is widespread, affecting individuals of all ages and backgrounds. Meanwhile, in the North, the security challenge arises from robbery across the border and the ongoing Boko Haram insurgency. Boko Haram has been a persistent problem for Nigerians for quite some time. Since their initial attack in Borno State, Nigeria, in 2009, a significant number of lives have been lost in violent and deadly assaults. These attacks have targeted various institutions, including Christian churches, police stations, mosques, military installations, and even educational institutions with innocent students and children (Edukugho, 2012). They have also conducted a series of destructive and expensive bombing campaigns in the country, such as the bombing of the United Nations office in Abuja, the bombing of the Police Headquarters in Abuja, and the bombing of the military base in Kaduna (cited in Egbewole, 2013). 
Lately, there has been a growing focus on the issue of violent herders in various Nigerian states, which has garnered global interest along with the attention given to Boko Haram. There are various ethnic militias in the Niger Delta creeks that engage in destructive activities such as blowing up oil pipelines and carrying out abductions and killings. There are separatist groups in the South East geopolitical zone, such as the Movement for the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), which emerged in 1999 during civilian governance, and the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), which formed in 2020. The MASSOB and IPOB are advocating for the end of hostilities and the independence of that region of the country. Through their activities and pronouncements, ethnic groups like the Odua Peoples' Congress (OPC) in the West and the Arewa Peoples' Congress (APC) in the North add to the existing tension. There have been sporadic cases of murder and violence on religious grounds in several Northern states. Additionally, there are ethnic militias like the Tiv, Idoma, Bachama, and Junkun (Orji, 2022). It is expected that nations like the United States of America and the United Kingdom provide travel advisories to their citizens, advising them to avoid visiting Nigeria unless absolutely necessary. In a past era, there were predictions made by experts that Nigeria would face imminent collapse (Baba-Ahmed, 2013, p.1). Collectively, these elements form Nigeria's state of insecurity, and this article strongly links them to the regressive actions of the political elite and their governance failures.
Security Challenges In Nigeria
Bhadelia, (2020) argue that security in Nigeria may be compared to an individual who puts iron bars across his or her windows in order to protect only to turn around and prevent the individual from escaping a fire breakout. For them, sustaining law and order is the only way to ensure peace and security. This might protect the state against dangers like as low-level civil disturbance, criminality, organized violence, or even an armed insurrection (El-Rufai, 2021). Agomuo (2013) reflected on the nature of insecurity in Nigeria at various points i6 the past and stated that: Insecurity has held the Nigerian nation to ransom. For example, Boko-Haram held the region hostage and rendered the nation's security forces ineffective at some period. Balogun and  Sessou (2020), lamenting the worsening of security in the north, accused the administration for letting things to spiral out of hand before proclaiming the state of emergency.However, several security challenges have befuddled Nigeria's political system, including:
Oil Theft And Militancy in South South
Tensions between international oil corporations (IOCs) and representatives of Niger Delta minority ethnic groups who thought they were being exploited without adequate recompense from the IOCs emerged in the early 1990s, as stated by Nwagboso (2019) (Osungade, 2008 metioned in The  Nigerian  Voice  (2019). ). As a result, the region's history of ethnic and political upheaval lingered throughout the 1990s and beyond, even after democracy was established in 1999. However, the Abacha regime's extra-judicial killing of Ken Saro-Wiwa and nine other Ogoni leaders was sparked by a struggle for the region's oil wealth (Urim, 1999). The Abacha regime's extrajudicial execution of Ogoni leaders was widely denounced at home and abroad. Sanctions were then imposed on Nigeria at the time. The region of the Niger Delta has become increasingly militarised due to the government's inability or failure to address the root causes of the agitation (environmental problems, poverty, unemployment, lack of basic amenities, etc.), as pointed out by Nwagboso (2019). This established the groundwork for the subsequent wave of insecurity that eventually engulfed the entire region and reached all the way into the corridors of power. Although the government established institutions or agencies to defuse tension in the area, such as the Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development Commission (OMPADEC), Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC), and Ministry of Niger Delta (MND), conflicts and insecurity persisted in the Niger Delta region despite efforts to address environmental degradation and absolute poverty. The Niger Delta People's Volunteer Force (NDPVF) under the leadership of Mujahid Dokubo-Asari and the Niger Delta Vigilante (NDV) under the leadership of Ateke Tom both posed serious security threats to the region and emerged as other agitating groups affiliated with the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND). Although these groups claimed they were responding to the injustice committed by the Federal Government against the region, their actions actually made the situation more dangerous for everyone in Nigeria (Nwagboso, 2012). The leaders of the agitating organisations came from the Ijaw people, but the two groups (NDPVF and NDV) they led much outnumbered the hundreds of lesser militias that were rumoured to exist in the Niger Delta. Disaffected young men from Warri, Port Harcourt, Yenegoa, and their 2019). Under the late President Umaru Yar'Adua's leadership, the Federal Government used a combination of the carrot-and-stick approach and force to coerce the militants into accepting its proposal for amnesty (Agomuo, 2019). The federal authorities gave the militants until October 4, 2009, to hand over their weapons in exchange for rehabilitative training. Over the course of the 60 days, the armed groups' leaders handed over their rocket-propelled grenades, firearms, explosives, ammunition, and gunboats. The Amnesty Programme of the federal government helped lessen the pace of militancy in the Niger Delta area, but the persistent kidnappings that occurred there ultimately spread to other states in the South-East geopolitical zone.
Kidnapping in the South-East zone
Hostilities, disputes, and violence in the Niger Delta area have contributed to a long history of abduction in Nigeria's South-East zone (Nwagboso, 2019). The kidnapping of innocent people and holding them for ransom in Nigeria's South East has become an increasingly lucrative business in recent years. The South-East region, and particularly the states of Abia and Imo, saw the greatest growth of this new black economy since they provided easy prey for its members. This social issue spread rapidly in Nigeria's South-East after the country's general elections in 2007, when young people who had been recruited as political thugs by politicians turned their weapons, skills, and energy towards the drug trade. Some politicians in these states, as pointed out by Nwagboso, allegedly supplied guns to young people in order to rig the general elections in 2007. These firearms were left behind after the election and were not collected. As a result, abduction evolved into a lucrative profession, especially among the region's young in states like Abia, Imo, and Ebonyi. As a result of the rising frequency of kidnappings in Abia state, especially in Aba city, there were many efforts to abduct the state's governor, Chief Theodore Orji, in 2008 that were unsuccessful (Nwogu, 2008). As a result, numerous well-known Aba locals and natives were abducted between 2007 and 2010 for financial gain. Because of this, many Abia state businesses and industrial enterprises left for neighbouring states like Enugu and Anambra, damaging the economy of Abia state. Kidnappers even targeted people during religious or community events, such as youngsters, traditional leaders, and innocent bystanders. Nwagboso (2019) claims that in 2010, commercial banks in the region closed for several days due to the kidnapping of schoolchildren. Aba, the economic hub of Abia state, saw a spate of bank robberies just before this time. The federal government, at the request of the state government, sent soldiers to Aba metropolis and its environs to put a stop to the wave of kidnappings that had been plaguing the South-East region, especially in Abia state. The army undertook extensive raids against kidnapper strongholds in the Ukwa West Local Government Area of Abia State, which contributed to the decline in kidnappings in the area (Anthony-Leol and Onita 2019).
Terrorism in North East Nigeria
This is just another serious security issue that has hurt Nigeria's economy. According to Olugbode (2010), the Hausa term "Boko" denotes "Animist" or "western" or "otherwise non-Islamic" education, while the Arabic word "Haram" signifies "sin" or literally anything "forbidden" Just as the Islamists in northern Mali came close to succeeding in imposing Sharia law or their extreme version of Islam on the region, so too has the controversial Nigerian militant Islamist organization Boko Haram endeavoured to do the same thing in the northern states of Nigeria and subsequently to other areas of the country. According to Balogun and  Sessou (2020).  the group's opposition extends to western culture and contemporary science as well as western education. Kicking against the commonly held beliefs that the globe is a sphere and that rain derives from water evaporated by the sun revealed the group's unclear purpose (and, by extension, their level of education; Nwagboso, 2019).  The Boko Haram organisation advocates for a hardline interpretation of Islam that considers participation in political and social life "haram," or banned. Taking part in elections, dressing conservatively, and attending a secular school are all examples (BBC News Africa, 2010 mentioned in Udoh 2019). After Utaz Mohammed Yusuf's death in 2009, the group he founded in Maiduguri became a lethal machine that has stymied progress in the region's northern geopolitical zones. Boko Haram's actions in modern Nigeria have been a major security risk due to the group's links to Al Qaeda and other terrorist organisations. Many people agree that the introduction of suicide bombings to Nigerian soil as part of the Boko Haram terror envoys' criminal and evil agenda has not only paralysed economic and social activities in cities like Maiduguri, Abuja, Suleja, Damaturu, and Minna but also made Nigeria unsafe for investment and tourism (Nwagboso, 2019).
Violent crime, arm robbery and murder in South West
Iwarimie-Jaja (2023) provides a detailed and streamlined definition of the crime, arguing that it is the act of an individual or a group that takes up arms (such as a gun, knife, club, bow and arrow, or even a spear) with the intent to commit robbery and then either does so or attempts to do so, whether during the day or the night, and against the person, property, or home of another individual or group. This definition is identical to the one stated by the Federal Military Government of Nigeria in Decree 2 Amended 1978.According to the study's authors, "armed robbery" refers to "any act, whether or not premeditated, which is directed at the dispossession of another person's belongings, without the person's consent, either with force or threat of it, with any objects capable to inflict bodily harm on the victim, or the potential to do so, and whether or not the offence was committed in public, private, morning, afternoon, or night." All of these definitions share the idea that the offence has the potential to cause physical harm or shows signs of desiring to do so. According to Conklin (1972) referenced in Palme (2022), armed robbery is the most "feared" type of crime since victims not only stand to lose their possessions but also face the possibility of being physically hurt. Armoured bank robberies, he says, garner a lot of attention in the media, whether because of the enormous sums of money involved or because of the symbolic value they hold in the capitalist system.
Recent events have demonstrated that the crime wave has reached a crippling level, necessitating action from policymakers. Osawe argues that the alarming rise in criminal activities in Nigeria, including armed robbery, terrorism, and other related crimes, illustrates the government's inability to provide a secure and safe environment for lives, properties, and the conduct of economic activities. According to Ogunleye,  Adewale,   Alese and  Ogunde (2019), drug abuse has a wide range of negative social effects on pupils, some of which include assassination, kidnapping, kidnapping, a loss of interest in school, armed robbery, and other criminal acts. Egbewole (2020) said that while crime rates tend to rise with population density, the association is not substantial; nonetheless, Harries (2006) observed a correlation between violent and property crimes and population density. According to research by Edukugho, (2022), higher rates of violent and property crime are connected with higher rates of commercial zoning, higher rates of single-person households, and higher unemployment.Delinquency and criminal activity may seem to be widespread in modern-day Nigeria and Africa as a whole, and their increasing frequency has caused widespread alarm among both ordinary people and their government.
A new survey by the CLEEN Foundation finds that the state of Lagos continues to have one of the highest crime rates in Nigeria, despite a law that has led to the disappearance of commercial motorbike operators from the city's major streets due to claims that they are responsible for most criminal activities. Sixty-seven percent of Lagos residents are worried about being a crime victim, and most people believe that the crime rate in Lagos grew from 13% to 21% between 2011 and 2014. The most common crimes in Lagos are robbery (at 28%) and theft of goods (17%). Assault cases in Lagos state increased dramatically from 2011 to 2014, from 11% to 27% (Ogundipe, 2019), according to the report. This is in contrast to the southwest geopolitical zone of Nigeria, where such crimes have decreased. According to the data we have, the rate of crime only seems to be rising. However alarming the data may be, it does not reveal the true nature of the crime that generated it. It is reasonable to assume that the crime rate in Lagos is high, given that 67.0% of residents there are afraid of becoming victims of crime, 23.0% claim to have experienced crime, and the general public believes that the crime rate in Lagos increased from 12.0% to 21.0% between 2011 and 2014, with robbery at 28.0% and theft of property at 17.0% being the most prevalent offenses in the state ( Ogah and  Fanimo et’al 2020).
Political Factors  as a  cause of Insecurity 
The Nigerian state for  sometime now has  not  had  the benefit  of  being administered  by  good leaders as  most of the political  leaders  are  in  office for  pecuniary  gains.  Often,  sadly, these  crops  of political  leaders  oppress  the citizens with the looted money, train  thugs  and  hooligans  who  later  turn to robbers  or engage in other forms of crime when they  are  dumped by the politicians after elections thus constituting a  major  threat to the security of the nation averred Buzan, (2021).    
In Nigeria, politics of impunity pervades and never before has the security of the country been so stretched, and this challenge to national security is not unrelated to the prevalence of corruption and injustice ruling the body's politics. It is as a result of this, that the Nigerian youths have come out into the streets to protest insecurity melted on them by security agents who are met to protect them. All these are triggered because of corruption which has prompted insecurity in Nigeria. Since independence, flawed development policies followed have left individuals pauperized and decimated. Failure to abide by the rules of the party's political game, however, takes the nation back to the state of nature (Ighodalo, 2023, p. 169). These are demonstrated by the rise in poverty, inadequate medical care, unemployment, illnesses, inadequate housing services, lack of mobile water, and lack of access to electricity, the supply of epileptic power and energy by minority groups and their exclusion from policy making .
The unexpected power shift  from the  northern  hegemony to a minority geo-political  zone  of  South-south, as a result of the death  of  President Yar’adua  could  be  linked to  the  high  tempo of insecurity.  That is, the death  of President  Yar’adua  resulted  in  an  alteration  of  the  northern  perpetual  claim  on  political  power  in  Nigeria. In addition,  the  refutation  of the  North-South  agreement  on  rotational presidency  within the  People’s  Democratic Party (PDP) is also another major factor,  thus the death of Yar’Adua and the ascendancy  of Goodluck Jonathan as the  president  upset careful political arrangement (Ferrell, 2019). Other forms of  insecurity  include politically related  assassinations.  In  addition  to  this  is  the  continuing  rancour among  political  leaders  even within  same party  and  rancour  between the  ruling party  and  the opposition  (Wali,  n.d.).  There  are  also several  economic related assassinations all over the nation which creates danger to the nation’s economy. Furthermore, there is the power  play  and  over-ambition  of  politicians who  willfully encourage  the  procurement of  weapons  in  order  to pursue their inordinate political ambition (Egbewole, 2020). 
	In summary, Corruption has been a persistent theme in the culture and history of mankind. In both emerging and developed democracies, it is seen in ever forms and in various political system. It has always existed in one form or the other in human culture. The "agent provocatua" of Nigeria's lingering instability is corruption. The rising influence of Nigeria's twin concepts of corruption and insecurity presents major challenges to governance and has thus become a matter of public concern. The aim of this study, however, is to examine how corruption has affected and contributed to the lingering challenges of insecurity in Nigeria. 

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	Research Design 
		The method used in this study is mainly of doctrinal or library research in nature. The theory-based teaching methodology will allow the researcher to consult, address, examine, study and fill in the gaps in the authors’ work contained in textbooks, magazines and the Internet. The data collected through library research, which the researcher reads, writes and collects relevant information about this project. When seeking information from related documents, such as books, scientific journals and others that consider the main problem of this subject of study, the researcher tries to draw conclusions from examining various views. 
3.2	Population of Study
According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The target population for this study comprised of all empirical studies carried out on corruption and insecurity in Nigeria within  within the period of 2019-2023.
3.3	Sample Size and Sampling Technique
In view of the researcher’s inability to assess the entire population the research used sample cases. The study accessed, reviewed and analyzed six empirical works. This was done to enable the student proffer answers to the research questions. Unlike quantitative approach to research where so much emphasis is placed on the extent to which the sample represents the population due to the necessity of making inferences from the sample to the population, qualitative study emphasizes on the experience and knowledge that the researcher  bring with regards to the phenomenon  understudy. In other words, the product of qualitative case study should explore and provide a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon being studied as opposed to ensuring that the characteristics of the sample mimic that of the population (Creswell, 2013).
3.4	Data Collection
Data collection is one of the crucial phases of qualitative case study research; in that, it is the link between the theoretical framework and the real-life phenomenon being studied. Collecting data is the practical attempt by the inquirer to paint an empirical picture of the phenomenon understudy. Data collection for this study took the form of The data we collected through library research in which the researcher reads, writes and gathers pertinent information related to the topic. After collating information from related documents such as, books, scientific journals, and others regarding the main problem as the object of this research, then the researcher tries to make conclusion.
3.5	Data Analysis
In this study, the researcher uses qualitative prescriptive analysis in which the researcher analyzes, interprets, or discusses the topic based on relevant previous researches conducted. The researcher applied “detailed description” and what Creswell (2013) referred to as “categorical aggregation” to the data to paint a comprehensive picture of the study’s phenomenon based on multiple perspectives. Similarly, the researcher utilized “direct interpretation” to bolster any interpretation based on the researcher’s intuitions. This augured well for “naturalistic generalization”; in that, the researcher’s conclusions and assertions were premised upon his encounter with the data (Creswell, 2013).



CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
4.1 Preamble 
Corruption has been a persistent theme in the culture and history of mankind. In both emerging and developed democracies, it is seen in every political system and in various forms. Although, the effects of corruption varies, in the destructive effects of corruption are disproportionately apparent from one political system to another in developing countries, where the economic base is often poor, political institutions are fragile and there are insufficient control mechanisms (Igiebor, 2019). 
The aim of this study is to analyse the influence of corruption and insecurity on democratic governance in Nigeria's Fourth Republic. The study was guided by the  research questions below which will be answered using empirical evidence and theoretical frameworks :
4.2  Answering Research Questions
Question 1: How has political corruption affected democratic governance in Nigeria?
Kolstad and Wiig (2021) made a compelling case for the strong connection between corruption and democracy, which has been extensively studied and widely acknowledged in recent years. Studies have demonstrated that even in democratic systems, achieving clean and transparent governance is not guaranteed. This means that countries, including those with reputations for being relatively corruption-free, are still grappling with the issue of corruption (Ferrin, 2021). When considering corruption cases, it is hard to forget about notable figures such as Lula da Silva and Dilma Rousseff in Brazil, Viktor Yanukovych who experienced a government overthrow during the "Orange Revolution," and Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe (Andersson and Anechiarico, 2019). The presence of corruption scandals in various parts of Europe, such as Italy, Iceland, Spain, the United Kingdom, Germany, and even in the United States, highlights the gravity of corruption within political systems worldwide. Corruption inevitably impacts governance. Corruption in a country can have far-reaching consequences, impacting various aspects of its functioning. However, one of the most significant areas affected by corrupt practices is the integrity of governance, the effectiveness of policy-making, and the trust in democratic processes (Andersson and Anechiarico, 2019). Public officials should always demonstrate a strong commitment to integrity. It involves various procedures, processes, and behaviours that align with important moral values and norms (Huberts, 2020). Public office holders are expected to adhere to strict standards of integrity, honesty, objectivity, and propriety. They are entrusted with public funds and resources, and it is crucial that their actions align with the principles of democratic governance. This ensures that these resources are utilised effectively and efficiently for the betterment of the nation (Andersson and Anechiarico, 2019).
 The practicality and humanity of democratic governance norms are widely acknowledged. Democratic governance thrives when those in power are consistently held accountable by the opposition, ensuring an active and balanced system. However, when those in power are not held accountable by the opposition, it raises questions about the practice of democracy in such a system. This allows for the protection and denial of wrongdoings, corruption, and bad actions by those in power. The ethical dimension of norms of democratic governance revolves around the principle of fairness and impartiality. 
Andersson and Anechiarico (2019) made a compelling argument that public officials are typically prohibited from benefiting themselves at the expense of the general public. It is important to highlight that the integrity of governance is compromised when individuals in positions of power exploit their authority through corrupt practices. In Nigeria, and like every other democratic state, public office holders are entrusted with public roles and responsibilities to ensure effective governance. However, the allocation of public roles and resources has often been redirected for personal gain, which undermines the public's trust in their elected officials. The Nigerian public sector is marked by a deceitful accumulation process that has been employed by Nigerian leaders, both military and civilian, to amass wealth for themselves. This has resulted in the draining of the national treasury and pushing the country to the brink of financial collapse. The outcome of these circumstances is a shortage of essential resources needed to invest in the economic, social, and cultural development of the Nigerian people (Moris, 2020). Thus, Nigeria finds itself in a situation akin to what Fatile and Okewale (2013) described as a "paradoxical situation," where the opulence of the ruling political elite seems to taunt the average citizens.
 Attah & Baba (2019) conducted a study on corruption and its impact on the sociolect-economic development of Nigerians. Their research primarily relied on secondary data and delved into the conceptual and empirical review of the causes, nature, and impact of corruption on Nigeria's socioeconomic development. In order to establish a solid foundation for comprehending the issues being examined, an exploration was conducted into the Marxist theory of dialectical materialism.The study noted that corruption is more prevalent in developing countries like Nigeria.  In addition, the presence of corruption has hindered the socio-economic progress and damaged Nigeria's reputation, ultimately impacting the inflow of foreign investment into the country.Based on these observations, the study suggests that the government should enhance the effectiveness of the existing anti-corruption bodies, such as ICPC and EFCC, by ensuring their complete independence, providing sufficient funding, and implementing modern techniques to combat corruption. Furthermore, it is imperative that we incorporate a subject/course on corruption into our school curriculum. This will help educate our younger generation about the detrimental effects of corruption, starting from primary school all the way to tertiary education. 
In a similar study, Adewale (2021) explores the impact of corruption in Nigeria from 1996 to 2009. The author utilises a simulation approach to analyse the economic consequences of corruption and employs the Error Correction Mechanism (ECM) to address the issue of spurious regression. Additionally, the study utilises the Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) test to assess the stationary of variables and the co-integrating properties of the data. He discovers that all the econometric tests conducted in the study demonstrate a statistically significant correlation between the model. As a result, he reaches the conclusion that corruption hinders economic growth in Nigeria, indicating that corruption has a negative impact on growth.
In their study, Egbegi and Benjamin (2020) emphasise the importance of addressing corruption through a structural-institutional approach. The paper highlights the persistent issue of corruption in Nigeria, which has reached alarming and systemic levels despite the efforts of different administrations to address it. The study was based on the institutional theory of Scott Richard (1995) and data were collected from various sources such as newspaper publications, journal articles, textbooks, magazines, and publications. The paper highlights the importance of initiating efforts to combat corruption and promote transparency by strengthening institutions and encouraging greater citizen involvement in the governance process. Furthermore, it is crucial for the public to carefully examine the government's budget allocations in order to evaluate the effectiveness and commitment of the current administration. This level of scrutiny enables citizens to make informed choices during elections, ultimately resulting in the election of capable leaders who possess well-defined strategies to address the nation's challenges.
4.2.1 Theoretical Justification
The Two Publics Theory by Peter Ekeh (1975)
In an effort to enhance comprehension of the effects of political corruption on democratic governance in Nigeria. This section will explore the analysis of theories of corruption, specifically focusing on the concept of "two publics" proposed by Peter Ekeh. Peter Ekeh formulated the two public theory in 1975. He formulated a theory to elucidate the structure of African society, positing the existence of two distinct publics - civic and primordial. According to his argument, the majority of educated and civilised Africans are members of these two publics within the same society (Ekeh, 1975). 
In the realm of civic society, Africans benefit significantly, although their contributions may be less than enthusiastic. While in the general public, they receive little but are expected to give generously (Onuoha, 2014). Their relationship with the civic public lacks moral consideration, whereas their relationship with the primordial public is morally grounded. Nevertheless, the distinctiveness of contemporary African politics, as argued by Ekeh (1975), was a result of the dynamic conflicts and clashes between civic and primordial publics. The theory proposed by Ekeh offers a deeper insight into the effects of colonialism on Africa, as well as the consequences of corruption on the continent. It is important to note, however, that the idea of taking resources from the general public to develop a select few does not prove to be effective or practical, as suggested by Ekeh. In fact, it only exacerbates the situation.In a scholarly analysis, Ogundiya (2009) asserts that the manipulation of primordial sentiment by the political class is driven by self-interest rather than the collective welfare of the group. The political elites are actively diverting state resources and using them to acquire properties in foreign countries, all the while consolidating their political empires domestically. While the general population may benefit from this, as some of the stolen wealth in the public sphere may inadvertently trickle down to them, it is not always sufficient for their overall development, particularly in terms of economic, political, and social progress (Ogundiya, 2009). This is a common illustration of the level of progress in many African nations, including Nigeria. The general population is consistently impacted by corrupt practices within the public sphere, resulting in widespread poverty, illiteracy, preventable diseases, and other social issues. However, it is interesting to note that the very people who are supposed to serve the public often misuse their power and exploit public funds for personal gain (Ogundiya, 2019). Thus, these bureaucratic bourgeois and political elite come together as a collective, exhibiting distinct characteristics in Nigeria (Ogundiya, 2019). Due to their privileged position within the state, they enjoy unrestricted access to the state's wealth. They possess a comprehensive perspective and are prevalent in all ethnic groups that comprise Nigeria, spanning across every sector in the country. As per Ogundiya (2019), their ideology revolves around illicitly acquiring state resources whenever the opportunity arises. These individuals wield significant influence and have strong connections both locally and globally. Political power has been shifting among these individuals and their chosen offspring since Nigeria gained independence in 1960. You will witness their repeated participation in electoral campaigns, transitioning from one position to another. They possess a strong desire for wealth and they made no effort to conceal it.
Question 2: What is The Impact Of Insecurity On Democratic Governance In Nigeria?
The problem of insecurity and corruption in Nigeria is a significant challenge that has plagued the nation for a long time. These factors have led to the downfall of governments and the deterioration of institutional infrastructures. The persistent insecurity problem in Nigeria stems from the government's failure, which is closely tied to rampant political and systemic corruption. The problem of corruption poses a significant challenge to Nigeria's development as it undermines the principles of good governance and democratic processes (Agbekaku et al., 2021, p. 295). Corruption greatly hinders the prospects of transparency, accountability, and representation in the policy-making process, making them highly unlikely for those in the legislature and executive. 
It undermines the institutional capacity of governance as processes are neglected, resources are diverted, and official promotion is done without considering performance (Adagbabiri & Okolie, 2019). It is crucial to recognise that the pursuit of personal gain perpetuates unethical behaviour and perpetuates a system where those in power and with wealth can freely vie for dominance. It also hampers Nigeria's capacity to alleviate typical social tensions and establish channels to tackle inequality, as exemplified by Boko Haram (Agbekaku et al., 2021). The activities of traditional rulers, vigilante groups and politicians, electoral fraud, poor management of the economy, the challenge posed by poverty, dilapidated infrastructures, bad roads especially on the highways, the underperformance of the law enforcement and criminal justice system, the insecurity caused by security agents and most recently, the insurgency of Boko Haram sect (Adagbabiri & Okolie, 2019).
Ejiroghene & Blessing (2020) explore the impact of corruption on the persistent security challenges in Nigeria. However, the study aims to expand our understanding of corruption and its impact on Nigeria's social, economic, and political development. This study highlighted the detrimental impact of corruption and instability on the global reputation of the nation. The study thus emphasises the importance of Nigeria taking immediate action to eliminate corruption and insecurity. This is crucial for the country to effectively assert its position as a prominent force in Africa and gain global recognition.
Olabanji (2020) explores the crucial issue of insecurity in Nigeria and its impact on socio-economic development. The findings indicate a concerning rise in insecurity in Nigeria, posing a significant risk to lives and properties. This situation has a detrimental impact on business activities and discourages both local and foreign investors, ultimately impeding Nigeria's socio-economic progress. This growing sense of insecurity continues to escalate, posing a significant threat to the unity of our nation. Considering the information presented, it is strongly advised that the government takes a proactive approach in addressing security concerns and potential threats. This can be achieved by implementing contemporary techniques for gathering intelligence, promoting collaboration among security personnel, providing comprehensive training and resources, fostering motivation, and utilising cutting-edge technology to effectively manage security challenges. The key to finding a viable solution is for the government to expedite the progress of economic development by establishing an economy that possesses the necessary social, economic, and physical infrastructure to foster business and industrial expansion. 


4.2.2 Theoretical Justification
Frustration-Aggression Theory  Richard (1996).
The Prebendal theory gained popularity through the work of Joseph, A. Richard (1996). The Prebendal theory describes the acquisition of vast wealth that hampers the progress of a nation in terms of politics, technology, and socioeconomics. Joseph highlights the presence of corruption in Nigerian politics, particularly when individuals from a specific party gain power or when ethnic parties are rewarded. State officers are seen as opportunities for personal gain by those in office, who use them to benefit themselves, their supporters, and their family members (Joseph, 1996). 
The patron-client or identification policy has led to rampant corruption in the nation, where appointments, admissions, contract awards, promotions, and other decisions are influenced by one's group, ethnic, or religious affiliations (Alimi & Isiramen, 2021). The Frustration-Aggression theory gained popularity in 1939 and was further developed by Neal Miller in 1941 and Leonard Berkowitz in 1969. It was initially proposed by John Dollard, Leonard Doob, Neal Miller, Orval Mowrer, and Robert Sears. 
The theory proposes that when individuals are unable to achieve their goals, frustration can manifest into violence. Put simply, the insecurity in Nigeria can be attributed to the aggressive behaviour that arises from various challenges, such as unemployment and poverty (Ajodo-Adebanjoko & Okorie, 2014). In the context of the study, corruption in Nigeria can be attributed to various factors such as unemployment, injustice, environmental degradation, ethnic conflicts, poverty, lack of infrastructure, militancy, and terrorism. These issues have contributed to a persistent state of insecurity in Nigeria, which has had a negative impact on democratic governance.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 SUMMARY
The aim of this study is focused on a critical evaluation of the fight against corruption and insecurity in Nigeria: a case study within the period of 2019-2023. The study specifically  investigate how political corruption has become one of the most infamous obstacles to democratic governance in Nigeria and identified the impact of political corruption on democratic governance in Nigeria. The study relied on secondary data in order to arrive at conclusions concerning the aims of the study. The validity of qualitative research is limited in comparison to that of quantitative research, despite the fact that qualitative studies could have sufficient evidence to reach conclusions. Furthermore, the data that were utilised for this study were information that was readily available and pertinent to the subject matter from the years 2019 to 2023
5.2 CONCLUSION
The political system in Nigeria has been severely impacted by the pervasive problem of corruption, which has eaten away at its foundation. The political concept of corruption in Nigeria is that corrupt activities are widely considered to be common and systematic in both the public and private sectors of Nigeria. This is the understanding that is held by the worldwide political community. An obvious conclusion that can be drawn from the findings of the study is that political corruption poses a threat to the integrity and security of Nigeria. In addition to this, it is a barrier to development, which is the root cause of the poverty that the inhabitants are experiencing. There is a consistent correlation between political corruption and insecurity and governance, as demonstrated by empirical evidence. The study comes to the conclusion that the effects of political corruption and a high level of insecurity are as follows: it weakens the economy, it makes the state ungovernable due to the loss of human lives and properties, it makes policies and development programmes become ineffective, it wreaks havoc on the image of the government and lowers its prestige, which makes democratic governance a facade.
5.3RECOMMENDATION
	Corruption poses strong threat to all these qualities of democratic governance. Thus the following recommendations were made:
· Corruption must be tackled and eradicated in order for the nation to witness a genuine democratization. Those who find themselves in the corridor of power or authority, or public office either elected or appointed must see corruption as a bane to development and good governance. Only through this way can they all pull resources together in fighting corruption.
· Nigeria has put in place different legal frameworks and institutions to fight corruption, however, these frameworks and institutions are weak as shown in this study. What is therefore required is to strengthen this frameworks and institutions in order to deliver needed results. However, this require political will that will encourage adequate and effective implementation of those frameworks. 
· The Nigerian government must be committed to tame corruption by starting to match their words with actions to fight the menace. 
· Total commitment and sincerity is required from the government in strengthening the different agencies and institutions fighting corruption by training and retraining of their staff, and giving them necessary support either financially, logistics etc, and giving them free hands in exercising their responsibilities without much political interference
· Finally, the qualities of democratic governance such as transparency, electing and putting credible individuals in important government post, good governance, accountability, obedient to the rule of law among others, are crucial elements in tackling corruption in the society, they are at the same time, they are at the receiving end of corruption, hence, the Nigerian people and its government must be committed to tackle corruption because effective war against corruption cannot be wage by a corrupt leaders.
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