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ABSTRACT

The study is focused on the findings into “ impact of gender criminality in Nigeria using Suleja Correctional Centre in Niger State as a case study. A total of 60 responses were validated from respondent are who are Waders/Officers  in Suleja Correctional Centre Niger State. Data were analyzed using frequency tables and percentage. Hypothesis was tested using T-test and Chi-Square statistical tools. Finding from the study reveals that there is a significant impact of gender criminality on Nigeria social, economic and national development. It also reveals that there is a significant difference between female and male criminality in Nigeria.That while the crimes rate among male gender is high that of female gender is low. The study therefore recommends that crime rate in Nigeria can be drastically reduced if Government sensitize the youth the negative effects of crimes. Government should also give meaningful employment to jobless youths who out of idleness and societal frustration commit crimes.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1.  BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Gender is clearly defined as the economic, social, and cultural characteristics, qualities, and opportunities associated with being either male or female. Men and women are fundamentally different in most civilizations, as seen by their activities and business, as well as their access to and control over resources and participation in decision-making. Gender is a weapon for power, as well as a social institution and cultural construct (Aborisade and Balogun, 2016).

The concept of gender is not limited to the male or female species, but extends beyond to properly examine the links between them. This link has been regularly debated by scholars, laypeople, political parties, and others in the process of effecting change in the political, economic, social, and cultural settings at the local, national, and supranational levels, to name a few (Alemika, 2013).

Crime is a particularly intriguing occurrence and a major concern in any community since it is, in every way, the polar opposite of good action. This is essentially correct if we define crime generally as conduct in which individuals get resources from others by force, deception, or stealth. Criminal activities have the opposite effect of good. People who do these crimes want to cause harm to others in order to further their own selfish objectives (Aborisade and Balogun, 2016).

Crime is traditionally defined as activities prohibited by law that are punished by jail. Crimes include murder, robbery, burglary, rape, drunken driving, child maltreatment, and refusal to pay taxes, among others. Criminality, a certain personality profile that favors all manner of crimes, is central to the behavioral concept of crime. The use of force, deceit, or stealth to gain tangible or symbolic resources is considered criminal activity. Furthermore, crime is a strategic behavior style marked by self-centeredness, selfishness, disregard to the pain and needs of others, the belief that "I cannot do it on my own," and a lack of self-control (Aluko & Ajani, 2006). Gender crimes in Nigeria have resulted in Gender studies simply entail having a thorough understanding of both the roles that men and women perform, as well as their respective duties. A comparison of the impact of gender crime in Nigeria involves a comparison of male and female criminals; this will also shed more light on gender disparities in society and how they foster criminality in Nigerian prisons, notably Suleja prisons. Gender inequality does not imply that all women are worse than all males, nor does it imply the opposite. Gender (being male or female) is, nonetheless, a crucial social distinction characterized by the term inequality to some extent. Gender impacts people's thoughts and societal expectations to a considerable extent. Gender equality, on the other hand, refers to women and men having the same status and having equal human rights, as well as the opportunities for acknowledging their full human rights and the ability to participate in, contribute to, and benefit from national, political, economic, social, and cultural development. Gender equality minimizes crime and promotes social harmony, progress, and development (Belknap, 2007). Poverty is rampant among convicts, causing more harm than benefit to the citizens. Previous studies found that women account for more than 70% of the world's absolute poor. Women are frequently victims of adverse circumstances because they want to keep the position imposed on them as housekeepers, baby-making machines, and so on in order to keep their homes and provide for their children, and as such bear a disproportionate burden when attempting to manage household consumption and production during times of recession (Aluko & Ajani, 2006).

Among the many areas in which MPs play critical roles in encouraging, supporting, and preserving women's rights, discrimination against women and girls in the criminal justice system is a major issue that is less frequently addressed than others. These concerns vary from gender-based offenses and grounds for incarceration to the impact of a lack of financial resources to avoid detention and a jail system created by males for male offenders. The disproportionate rise in prejudice places females in circumstances where they are vulnerable to violence. Nowadays, the circumstances under which women commit criminal offenses differ from those under which males commit criminal offenses. As a result, a significant percentage of female criminals are incarcerated as a direct or indirect result of the prejudice and deprivation they frequently face from their husbands, family members, and the community. Crimes perpetrated by women are often tied to poverty and are committed in order to maintain their family and children. When it comes to the profile and history of women in prison, as well as the reasons for their incarceration, they are vastly different from those of males. Women convicts, like males, are mostly from economically and socially disadvantaged areas of society, and are overrepresented among drug peddlers/users, lower-level property crimes, and sex workers. In comparison to male jail populations, women commit primarily petty offenses, theft, and fraud, which are primarily caused by emotional, physical, and/or sexual abuse, all of which contribute to women's criminal behavior. Women (and girls) constitute a minority of inmates worldwide, accounting for an estimated 2 to 9% of national jail populations. Nonetheless, the number of imprisoned women has risen dramatically in several nations, and is now far greater than that of men. As a result, the unique needs and features of women and girls, which are at the heart of the criminal justice system, have gone ignored and disregarded. Jail systems are always designed for the predominantly male prison population, which is not intended and is a result of prejudice; from the prison framework to security processes, to healthcare, family contact, work, and training facilities (Belknap, 2007). As a result, only a few jails cater to the special requirements of female inmates, and most of the time, they do not prepare them for release with gender-appropriate rehabilitation. The United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders were adopted in December 2010 in order to put things in place, particularly the lack of standards, but the international community is still lacking in awareness and commitment to implementation to this day. Gender norms have left a scar on women in jail, and while their husbands and partners naturally support their husbands in prison and upon release, women are typically silenced by their spouse and, in some cases, the entire family if they are incarcerated. At the same time, women are frequently the sole caregivers for small children, which has resulted in a special impact of even brief spells of incarceration on children and the larger family (Aborisade and Balogun, 2016).
 1.2.    STATEMENT OF THE  PROBLEM
Criminality in Nigeria has been a long-standing issue that has hampered the country's economic, political, and social progress (Aborisade and Balogun, 2016). Because of the growth in the wave of crime and other unlawful behaviors, the issue of criminality has taken an unexpectedly upward spike in Nigeria (Belknap, 2007). This high degree of criminal inclinations in Nigeria has harmed the country's worldwide image, prohibiting or making it impossible for us to enjoy the goodwill of other developed countries across the world. Criminality has resulted in severe security worries, since the lives and assets of innocent Nigerians can no longer be safeguarded, as in other nations throughout the world. This has had a significant impact on limiting investment into the country, resulting in poor economic growth and misery (Alemika, 2013).
  1.3.    AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
 The major aim of the study is to examine the impact of gender criminality in Nigeria. Other specific objectives of the study are as follows;
To determine if women receive preferential treatment in sentencing over men and to explain this disparity if it exists.
To examine if crime in Nigeria is gender related
To determine the negative impact of criminality in Nigeria.
To compare the gender differences in the Nigerian prisons as regards to issues of criminality in Nigeria.
To recommend ways of ensuring the reduction of total eradication of criminality in Nigeria.
1.4.    RESEARCH QUESTIONS
What is the impact of criminality in Nigeria?
Do women receive preferential treatment in sentencing over men?
Is crime in Nigeria is gender related?
What is the negative impact of criminality in Nigeria?
Is there a difference in gender as regards crime in Nigeria?
What are the ways of ensuring the reduction of total eradication of criminality in Nigeria?
1.5.    RESEARCH HYPOTHESES
 H01: There is no significant difference in gender in terms of criminality in Nigeria.
 H11: There is a significant difference in gender in terms of criminality in Nigeria.
 H02: There is no significant impact of gender criminality in Nigeria.
 H12: There is a significant impact of gender criminality in Nigeria.
  1.6.    SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
 The study would be of immense importance to government at all levels, the Nigerian prison service and relevant stakeholders as it would reveal the impact of gender criminality on Nigeria. The study would also benefit students, researchers and scholars who are interested in developing further research on the subject matter.
  1.7.    SCOPE OF THE STUDY
 The study is restricted to the impact of gender criminality in Nigeria using a case study of Suleja prisons in Minna, Niger state.
1.8  LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
 Financial constraint: Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview)
Time constraint: The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.
 1.9    DEFINITION OF TERMS
GENDER: the state of being male or female (typically used with reference to social and cultural differences rather than biological ones).
CRIMINAL:  an act or the commission of an act that is forbidden or the omission of a duty that is commanded by a public law and that makes the offender liable to punishment by that law
PRISON: a building to which people are legally committed as a punishment for a crime or while awaiting trial.
SOCIAL VICES: is a practice, behaviour, or habit generally considered immoral, sinful, criminal, rude, taboo, depraved, or degrading in the associated society. In more minor usage, vice can refer to a fault, a negative character trait, a defect, an infirmity, or a bad or unhealthy habit (such as an addiction to smoking).
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literature that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.

Precisely, the chapter will be considered in two sub-headings:

Conceptual Framework 

Theoretical Framework and

Empirical Studies

Summary of the review
2.2 CONCEPTUAL FRAME WORK

GENDER 

Gender refers to the economic, social, political, and cultural attributes and opportunities and constraints associated with being female and male. In other words, gender relates to the socially and culturally constructed roles for men and women. For instance, the gender roles of men as owners of property, decision makers and heads of the household are socially, historically and culturally constructed and have nothing to do with biological differences. The social definitions of what it means to be female and male vary from one culture to another and change over time. Mason (1984) notes that there is hardly any society where men and women occupy equal status. This is because each individual sex has specific roles to perform and there are varying ways of awarding merit within these roles. Aluko and Ajani (2006: 147) observe that in Nigeria, gender does not only create duality of femininity and masculinity, it also places women lower in a hierarchy in which femaleness is generally valued less than maleness because of their socially ascribed roles in the reproductive sphere.

CRIME

The term crime does not have any simple and universally accepted definition. It is defined in various ways by different people. The most popular view according to Lindsay (2008) is that crime is being created by the law or is a product of the law. That is, where there is no law, there will be no crime; an act can only be regarded as a crime if there is a law that sees or classifies it as such. 

The Oxford English Dictionary (2009) defines crime as an unlawful act punishable by the state. It is an act, which could be harmful to an individual, some individuals and the larger society. Through an established system of laws, the society defines what is and what crime is or is not. For an act to be an offence or crime there must be an extant law prohibiting such an act. Consequently, crime occurs when an individual breaks or acts against the law. Crime could be an overt act, omission or neglect that can result in punishment.

Crime is a human act that pervades all its existence. It is an act of commission or omission that negates any law that guides a group of people. According to Sutherland (1978), crime is that behavior that is prohibited by the states and an injury to the state against which the state may react… by punishment. In recent time, hardly you find any sector of the society without a spillage of criminal activities. The rate at which this phenomenon is growing is alarming considering the rate almost the sectors of the society floundering in the mess of crime dominance. Crime is a multifaceted phenomenon. For its discussion to be meaningful there must be a distinguishing feature between types of crimes. Crimes may range from violent and property crime. Violent crimes are defined as those offenses which involve force or threat of force, while the term property crime typically refers to the criminal offenses of burglary, larceny, fraud, embezzlement, forgery, motor vehicle theft, and arson (Inciardi, 1998). In other words, property crimes are seen as material crimes of the society. In this current study, violent crime is defined as the crime that involves violence, use of threat or force while property crime is seen as the crime that does not. According to FBI report in 2010, there were nearly ten times as many property crimes as violent crimes; though violent crime in the range of 1.2 million cases decreased by 6% in 2009, property crime in the range of 9,082,887 cases also decreased by 3% . But when serious crimes do occur they are emblazoned on the front page of newspapers, although property offenses are much more common. Individuals may believe personal crimes have more serious consequences than property crime, Caudwell, (2012). In Nigeria, statistics has reliably shown that crime is on the increase; there is a progressive increase from 2011 figure though lower than 2010 where nearly one in two persons experienced criminal victimization, CLEEN Foundation Department, (2012). Violent crimes especially armed robbery (with 17% increment from 2010), physical assault (19% increase from 2011), armed violence other than robbery which encompasses acts like terrorism, bombings and community violence among others indicated that 5% of respondents were victims while 4% was the national rate for rape, 3% reported to have attempted murder before. Property crime figure appears less stark than violent crimes as it was reported of theft of mobile phone remaining the number one crime committed in the country in the past three years though national average declined from 50% in 2011 to 47% in 2012 survey. Under car theft, 8% of respondents attested their cars were stolen, CLEEN Foundation (2012). The study made use of victims rather than criminals themselves. Reasons abound why people commit crime; the need for economic and political survival has made some individuals to engage in many unapproved and condemnable behavior such as crime. An extension of this fact is given by Agnew, 1992 while submitting that joblessness contributes to violent behaviour because it triggers frustration and anger and also, that unemployment provides individuals more time to commit crime, (Felson, 1998). In fact, a small increase in unemployment rate increases property crime but the effect of this on violent crime is smaller compared to violent crime, Edmark, (2005). Some Nigerians reportedly commit all sorts of crime on a daily basis just to gain economic and political survival, Tor-Ayiin, 2010. But some studies have forwarded psychological reasons for violent crimes. Such studies believe that individuals commit crime because they possess certain psychological variables that predispose them commit crime, Lynam et.al (2000).

Apart from the economic reasons given above, psychological factor is also another factor responsible for crime. Some people commit crime for the fun of it while some commit base on their level of thinking. Lack of coping ability make some people to engage in crime. They do this in order to avert what they regard as their short-comings. And for some people there is weakness in them, they perceive imbalance and this resulted in criminal act. The level of cognitive reasoning plays important role in every individual. A person with a normal cognitive reasoning thinking of the consequence of his/her action, therefore he is very conscious of his action and a person that lacks the cognitive reasoning may act on impulse or behave irrationally without considering the consequence of his/her action. As a matter of fact, impulsivity has been implicated as one of the major psychological factors in commission of violent crimes. Considering impulsivity as single symptom in antisocial personality, the individual is characterized with low tolerance for frustration or acts impetuously, with no apparent concern for the consequence of their behavior. They have poor control of their impulses. They may engage in criminal activity impulsively, and 50 to 80 percent of men in jail may be diagnosable with antisocial personality disorder, (Krauss and Reynolds, 2001). Conley, 2010 reported a link of gene mutation with impulsivity and possible violent outbursts occurring in Finnish men, but that alcohol intoxication predisposes the genetic mutation. Impulsive violence crimes have also been traced to another genetic variation, especially of serotonin neurotransmitter. Elevated levels of serotonin activity in the brain are associated with feelings of calm and contentment; low levels are associated with irritability and gloom. It has been shown that impulsive violence is more common in persons with low levels of serotonin activity, (Blumensohn et al., 1995; Virkkunen et al., 1996).

NEXUZ BETWEEN GENDER AND CRIME

There is a nexus between gender and crime as there are differences and similarities between men and women in terms of their criminal behaviour and their experiences of the criminal justice system. The low crime rate of women vis-à-vis men is a universal phenomenon, notwithstanding the difference in its nature and degree across different countries and over time. By far the majority of criminal cases are committed by men, and when women offend, they tend to commit low-level, nonviolent offences which pose little risk to society (see Home Office, 1987; 1994; NBS, 2010; NPS, 2011; 2012; 2013; 2014).

REASONS FOR THE DISPARITY IN THE CRIME RATE OF MEN AND WOMEN IN NIGERIA 

It is apposite to observe that there is nothing particularly inherent in the human biological sex that predisposes men or women towards crime. That is, there is no concrete and proven evidence that reveals that the inherent personality predisposition of women and girls is quite different from that of men and boys. In terms of their personality, for example, it is not uncommon to see females committing crimes. Also, not all males are involved in crime. Felson (2002) opines that the drive for female and male crime is similar, while Blanchette and Brown (2006) argue that the motivating factors that lead to criminal behaviour may be different for female offenders. Common risk factors for female and male offenders according to de Vogel and de Vries Robbé (2013); Blanchette and Brown (2006) and Chesney-Lind and Shelden (2004) are referred to as ‘genderneutral’ risk factors. These factors include: poverty, childhood abuse, peer influence, relationship instability, etc. However, these factors may operate in distinct ways for the female offenders. The growing gender-responsive literature assumes that male offenders are very different from female offenders, as evidenced by their distinct paths into criminal behaviour and the offences in which they engage (Belknap, 2007 and Chesney-Lind & Shelden, 2004). Therefore, we have to look at the factors related to sex that might allow us to explain the involvement of men and women in criminal behaviour in Nigeria.

 SOCIALIZATION 

Geraghty (2015) argues that the different methods of socialization of males and females could account for the differences in crime committed by men and women. Females and males in our society are socialized in a different manner. Female socialization underscores passivity as a feminine attribute (which could be the reason for the relative dearth of female violence). They are also socialized to be submissive, tolerant and patient, while boys according to Bowie (2007) are socialized to act more assertively or decisively. Male gender socialization prods men to be more aggressive, thus they are more likely to act violently when solving their problems. On the other hand, female gender socialization encourages women to be less confrontational thus they are more likely to be non-violent in the course of resolving their problems (Abbott and Wallace, 1990). Also, in the course of socialization, boys are given greater leeway within the family than girls, and this gives the boys more opportunities to commit crimes. For instance, parents control who the young girls associate with and also how much time they can spend with friends. Hagan, Simpson and Gillis (1987) assert that in most cases the boys are given less parental monitoring and are allowed and expected to take more risks than the girls and this can be said to be one of the reasons for the gender disparity in criminal activities by means of affection for risk (a concept which is theoretically related to impulsivity).

PERCEPTION AND ATTITUDE OF THE SOCIAL CONTROL AGENCIES

In any social group or environment where control is tightly and strictly enforced, both males and females tend to be discouraged from committing crime. The Police and other control agencies have a mind-set or a predetermined ideological conception of both criminals and crimes, which gives them direction or serves as a guide in their work. Livesey (2010) asserts that, “the more that the idea of an association between male and female crime becomes established, the more the process of criminalization begins to resemble a self-fulfilling prophecy”. That is, if control agencies have stereotypical views about ‘typical criminals’, women and girls could be excluded so easily from this type of category. Thus, they are not likely to suspect, arrest, and punish the female criminals through imprisonment (since the females may not be tagged and perceived as ‘real criminals’). Courts and police mostly exonerate female offenders by adopting a ‘medical model’ for female crime. The ‘medical model’ provides a medical explanation for female crime by stressing that women who commit crimes or female offenders are assumed to be acting ‘abnormally’, hence, the female offenders in most cases require treatment and not punishment as they could not help themselves. 

OPPORTUNITY STRUCTURE AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR 

Opportunities for criminal behaviour determine the rate of crime in the society. If opportunity is denied for both males and females, the occurrence of crime will be very minimal; hence, such society will be very safe and secured. When both males and females have equal and similar opportunities to commit crime, they are both likely to commit crime and may have similar patterns of crimes (Felson, 2002). Similarly, when there is a lacuna in the opportunity structures for men and women, there will be disparity in the crime rate of men and women. 

LAW, SEX AND CRIMINALITY 

Ostensibly, virtually all criminal laws are sex blind: most laws do not have regard for sex, they focus on criminals and not the sex of the criminal and it is expected to be applied for both sexes. However, in reality, the interpretation and application of some laws is not sex blind; several laws are mostly applied to members of a particular sex. For instance, only men can be and are mostly convicted for rape in Nigeria, while only women are convicted for prostitution. Also, it is mostly men who are convicted of fornication and battering. 
SECRETIVE NATURE OF FEMALE OFFENCE 

The secretive nature of female offence is also one of the factors accounting for the differences in male and female crime. A major problem with the official statistics on convictions is that they tell us only the numbers arrested and convicted for crimes. There is a large amount of unsolved crime, and we know nothing about those who perpetrate it. Furthermore, self-report and victim surveys suggest that there is a large amount of crime that is never reported to the police (Alemika, 2013). The problem is that we do not know the size or distribution of this hidden crime. Known crime is like the tip of an iceberg, that which is visible; research suggests that some crimes, visible ones, are more likely to be reported to and recorded by the police than hidden crimes, those that take place in private. The crime statistics according to Abbott and Wallace (1990) do not represent the exact amount of crime. It is, therefore, imperative to ask if the gap between men and women conviction’s rates represents a true gap in the law breaking of women and men, or simply mirror the fact that women are better at concealing their wrongdoings. Pollack (1950) argues that men are not more criminal than women. He argued that women are very secretive and are naturally good at hiding their actions. Pollack (1950) suggested that this perhaps is due to the fact the victims are more likely to be minors. Also, the victims do not report and complain.

2.2 THEORITCAL FRAMEWORK

In order to understand the relationship between gender and crime in Nigeria, the containment theory and the opportunity theory of female criminality were used as explanatory tools. These theories are some of the nuances of gender specific paradigms which help to explain the gender gap in crime by succinctly showing the factors that shield women from committing crime and those factors that expose men to crime. These theories could be used to explain the gender differences in criminal behaviour in Nigeria and other countries as well. The theories depict the factors that are specific to females that reduce their propensity to commit crime and those factors that are specific to males that increase their propensity to commit crime.

Containment Theory of Crime 
The containment theory is an interdisciplinary theory which is believed to be one of the foremost social control theories. It is a nuance of the social control theory because it focuses on what ‘contains’ people, that is, what ‘stops’ or ‘prevents’ people from committing crime. The theory came into the limelight in the 1950’s and 1960’s and has since then become a staple and a theory to reckon with in the field of criminological theory (Flexon, 2010: 4). The containment theory asks and addresses the salient questions: ‘why and how can crime be avoided by people?’ Walter Reckless (1967: 522) asserts: “the important question that must be answered in explaining criminal behaviour is why, given the alternatives of law-abiding and law-violating behaviour, some people turn to one or the other behaviour”. Reckless suggests that the concept ‘self’ is the salient factor in illuminating the choice among available options of behaviour. A favourable and good self-concept directs and pushes an individual towards law-conforming behaviour while, on the other hand, an unfavourable or bad self-concept directs and pushes him towards delinquent behaviour. The ‘control’ has two parts: inner control and outer control; the balance of these parts will determine the behaviour of an individual.

The theory argues that there are two mechanisms to prevent and control criminal behaviour in the society-push and pull and each factor has its own external and internal factors. Crime according to the containment theory is a force of interplay between the push and pull factors. The theory believes that all humans have the urge to engage in criminal behaviour. However, this urge could be resisted by two buffers, that is, the inner which is internal and the outer which is the external containment of the push and pull factors. The theory further suggests that people can be insulated against crime if the pull force is stronger than the push force. That is, people will refrain from criminal activities by containing their impulses, but if the push force is stronger than the pull force, then it will be very difficult to retract one from committing crime. The push and pull has both internal and external factors. The internal pull-strong self-control, ego, high frustration tolerance and management, high sense of responsibility, high moral and religious values while the external pull includes: consistent moral value models, effective supervision and control from other family members or society supportive group, etc. The internal push includes: greed, notion of inferiority complex, hostility, tension and frustration while the external push includes: poverty, unemployment, low status, lack of opportunity, family conflict, family breakdown and bad friends. By this theory, there is a discrepancy in the male to female crime rate in Nigeria as a result of the interplay between the pull and push factors. The pull factor seems to outweigh the push factor in females and this can be said to be the major reason for the lower rate of female crime. Males are typically more openly aggressive than females (Coie & Dodge 1997), which violent crime statistics support, more rapacious and frustrated than females. Some scholars argued that women are not necessarily less violent and aggressive, but that they try to conceal their aggression by making it less physical. For example, in Nigeria, females may display their aggression verbally and through gesture. Men, however, are likely to display their aggression physically. Though both men and women are socialized to have strong control, high frustration tolerance, high sense of responsibility, high moral and religious values, however, the Nigerian society and the family tend to emphasise these values more on women than men and this can be said to be one of the fundamental reasons that account for the variation in male and female crimes in Nigeria. Also external support, such as effective supervision and control, financial and moral support from the environment have been received predominantly by women rather than men.

Opportunity Theory of Female Criminality

The opportunity theory of female criminality is one of the nuances of the opportunity theory. The opportunity theory of female criminality was propounded by Rita J. Simon in 1975. The theory dwells more on the descriptions of various forms of female criminality-nature, type and also the role of court and jail in this regard. Simon argues that there is no difference between females and males in terms of morality and that there is nothing particularly inherent in human biological sex that predisposes men or women towards crime. When succinct opportunities for criminal activities abound, both male and female are likely to perpetrate crime. Crime opportunities are necessary prerequisites for crime to occur. Simon further contends that over time, males perpetrate more crimes than females because of their greater social opportunities, networking and competences. Gender gap in the extant opportunities is the cause of gender gap in crime rate. If female opportunity, social communication, efficiency and networking are increased, then the rate of female criminality will ultimately increase (Small, 2000). Simon (1975: 3) argues that: … when more women get access in labour market as skilled labour and possess highly specialized position in the job sector they commit more employment related property crime like men. Some women take the advantage of these opportunities, just as some men do before. Hence, the more women are emancipated politically, socially, culturally and economically, the more the opportunities to commit crime will abound and the more the female criminality will increase. Also, in most countries, boys are given greater leeway within and outside the family than girls, and this gives more opportunity to the boys to commit crime. For instance, in Nigeria, parents restrict and control who the girls can associate with and how much time they can spend with friends. By this theory, gender differential in crime in Nigeria is as a result of the differences in the available opportunities. Males tend to have more opportunities to commit crime than females which in turn leads to more male criminality than female. Reducing males’ criminality therefore involves reducing the crime opportunities for males by closely monitoring them.

2.3 EMPIRICAL STUDIES

Smart (1977:1) stated: ‘Our knowledge is still in its infancy. In comparison with the massive documentation on all aspects of male delinquency and criminality, the amount of work carried out on the area of women and crime is extremely limited’. The reasons for this neglect according to Smart (1977) are: women offenders are seen and regarded as less problematic for the society as they commit lesser crimes than men; oftentimes crimes committed by women appear to be comparatively less serious in nature, thus not worthy of research; Sociology and Criminology have been dominated by males and the bulk of their studies focuses on men. Official statistics (such as Home Office, 1987; 1994; NBS, 2010; NPS, 2011; 2012; 2013; 2014; Ministry of Justice, 2015; Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2015, etc.,) show that female offenders are fewer than male offenders for all crime categories. The various official statistics fail to explain adequately the reason for the differences in the rates of men and women crime.

 Various studies (for example, Heidensohn & Rafter, 1995; Blanchette & Brown, 2006; Ntuli, 2009; Sapouna, Bisset & Conlong, 2011; Snyder & Mulako-Wangota, 2014; Geraghty, 2015 etc.)showed that there were few females who committed and were convicted of crime when they carried out a gender criminality study using South Africa prison

2.3 SUMMARY OF LITERATURE

Gender is a salient predictor of criminal behaviour. Both men and women commit crime but differ in their crime rates. The gap in the crime rate of men and women can be said to be sheer and remarkable in virtually all known human societies-primitive, modern, developed, developing and underdeveloped-and for most crime categories. Heidensohn and Rafter (1995) assert that though in recent years gender has been an established topic in criminology and sociology, traditional sociologists and criminologists in the past neglected the disparity in the crime rate of men and women and the causes of this variance to the extent that most female offences are being ignored. The disregard of females’ crime in the past is because crime management processes, ranging from crime prevention and policing through to policy making and theoretical formulation, have been dealt with or been the task of men, and oftentimes they portray what could be regarded as a one-sided view which is not all inclusive as few women participate in the crime management processes (Naffine, 1996). In other words, most criminal justice and security experts as well as most of the people involved in the criminal justice system are men. This comes as a result of the stereotypical view that men perpetrate much more serious criminal offences than women, and that most women’s crimes are spontaneous and unintentional.However this study used containment theory of crime and opportunistic theory of female criminality to review the literature.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
AREA OF STUDY

Suleja is a city in Niger State, Nigeria, pop. (2016) local government area, 260,240, just north of Abuja, capital of the Suleja Emirate. It is sometimes confused with the nearby city of Abuja, due to its proximity, and the fact that it was originally called Abuja before the Nigerian government adopted the name from the then Emir Sulayman Barau for its new federal capital in 1976

Suleja prison was established in 1914 with a mud brick and later in 1992 was built with a capacity for 250 inmates, as at 2006, there were over with 748 inmates(633 males 115 females) ..
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN


Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.

3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. 

The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

The survey for this study was conducted in prison environment to elicit information from warders/officers in Suleja Correctional Centre Niger State.Thus  Nigeria Prison Officers/warders posted at SUleja Correctional Centre forms the population for this study.

Statistic derived from the office of  Suleja Medium Security Custodial Centre, Niger State shows that the total population of Warders in Suleja Correctional Centre is 78.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the simple random sampling (srs.) method to determine the sample size. 

3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

The Taro Yamane (1967:886) provides a simplified formula to calculate sample sizes.

Assumption

95% confidence level 

 P = .5

[image: image1.png]



n= 78/1+78 (0.05)2

n= 78/1+78(0.0025)

n= 78/1+0.195

n=65

Therefore, for this study, the sample size is 65

3.6
SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A 10 minutes survey containing  five (5) questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions.

3.7
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. The hypothesis was tasted with T-test and Chi-Square Statistical tools (SPSS.v23).

3.8
VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability and validity of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.

3.9 Ethical consideration

The study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.0 Introduction

This chapter present and analyzes data collated from the field survey. 65 questionnaires was issued to Warders in Suleja Correctional Centre.However 60 questionnaires was returned and validate for the study. This is because most officers were not able to complete the research questions as at the time of retrieval.
4.1
DATA PRESENTATION

Table 4.1: Demographic data of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender

Male
	
	

	
	45
	75%

	Female
	15
	25%

	Religion
	
	

	Christian
	25
	42%

	Muslim
	35
	58%

	Age
	
	

	25-35
	30
	50%

	36-46
	20
	33%

	47+
	10
	17%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

From the above table, 75% of the respondents  are male, 25% respondents are female. 42% of the respondent are Christian while 58% of the respondent Muslim. 50% respondents are aged 25-35 years, 33% respondents are aged 36-46 years. 17% respondent are aged 47 years and above.

4.2 ANSWERING RESEARCH QUESTION

QUESTION 1: What is the impact of criminality in Nigeria?

Table 4.2: answer to question 1

	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided 
	Total 

	
Affect social development
	50

(83%)
	00
	10

(17%)
	60

100%

	Affects economic growth
	50

(83%)
	00
	10

(17%)
	60

100%

	Affects national external image
	50

(83%)
	00
	10

(17%)
	60

100%


Field Survey 2021

From the response derived in the table above. 83% of the respondent said Yes. 17% of the respondent were uncertain. There was no record for No.

QUESTION 2: Do women receive preferential treatment in sentencing over men?

Table 4.3: answer to question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	45
	75

	No
	10
	17

	Undecided
	05
	8

	TOTAL
	60
	100


FIELD SURVEY 2021

From the responses derived in the table above. 75% of the respondent said Yes. 17% of the respondent said No. 8% of the respondents were uncertain.

QUESTION 3: Is crime in Nigeria is gender related?

Table 4.4: answer to question 2

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	45
	75

	No
	10
	17

	Undecided
	05
	8

	TOTAL
	60
	100


FIELD SURVEY 2021

From the responses derived in the table above. 75% of the respondent said Yes. 17% of the respondent said No. 8% of the respondents were uncertain.

QUESTION 4: What is the negative impact of criminality in Nigeria?

Table 4.5: answer to question 4

	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided 
	Total 

	
Drives away foreign Investors 
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Decreases the interest of domestic investors
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Leads to socioeconomic backwardness 
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Increase of insecurity of lives and properties
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100


Field Survey 2021

QUESTION 5: Is there a difference in gender as regards crime in Nigeria?

Table 4.6: answer to question 5

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	45
	75

	No
	00
	00

	Undecided
	15
	25

	TOTAL
	60
	100


FIELD SURVEY 2021

From the response in the table above. 75% of the respondent said yes, 25% were uncertain. There was no record for no.

QUESTION 6: What are the ways of ensuring total eradication of criminality in Nigeria?
Table 4.7: answer to question 6

	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided 
	Total 

	Punish offenders severely
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Bridge the gap between the rich and the poor
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Provide employment for jobless youth
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Sensitize the youth on the effect of crimes on national development
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Create harmony among various religious and ethnic group
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100

	Place satellite surveillance on crime prone areas 
	60

(100%)
	00

(%)
	00

(%)
	60

100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the above table. 100% of the respondent said Yes. There was no record of no

4.3 TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS

H0: There is no significant difference in gender in terms of criminality in Nigeria.
 H0: There is no significant impact of gender criminality in Nigeria.
Hypothesis 1 (Ho1):
There is no significant difference in gender in terms of criminality in Nigeria.
Table 6: 
The t-test of difference between the mean rating of male and female gender in terms of criminality in Nigeria. 
	Variables
	N
	Mean
	SD
	t-value
	Sig.(2tailed)

	Female
	15
	64.78
	10.23
	14.830
	.000*

	Male
	45
	282
	58.53
	11.49
	


*Significance at 0.01 level
The Table above  shows that the t -value is 14.830 (p=.000<0.01) which revealed that there is a significant difference between male and female gender in terms of criminality in Nigeria.Hence, null hypothesis is rejected.

Hypothesis 2 (Ho1):
There is no significant impact of gender criminality in Nigeria.
	Response 
	Observed frequencies
	Expected frequencies (E) 
	O-E
	(O-E)2
	(O-E)

  E

	Yes

No 

Uncertain
	45

05

10
	20

20

20
	25

-15

-10
	625

225

100


	6.75

1.64

1.64

10.03


Source: field survey 2021

Degree of freedom =
(row-1) (column-1) 

= (3-1) (2-1)

= 3*1

=2

At 0.05 level of significance, given the above degree of freedom, table value of X2 (ie X2t) = 5.991.

To test our hypothesis, the decision rule is

Accept Ho if X2t>X2cal, and

Reject Ho if X2t<X2cal

Thus, since the X2t (5.991) < X2cal (10.03), we reject H0 and accordingly accept H1.We conclude by accepting the alternate hypothesis There is a significant impact of gender criminality in Nigeria.
CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter summarizes the findings into “a comparison on the impact of gender criminality in Nigeria”. The chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, recommendations and suggestions for further studies.
SUMMARY OF STUDY
The major aim of the study is to examine the impact of gender criminality in Nigeria using Suleja Correctional Centre in Niger State as a case study. It determined if women receive preferential treatment in sentencing over men and to explain this disparity if it exists. It examined if crime in Nigeria is gender related. It determined the negative impact of criminality in Nigeria. It compared the gender differences in the Nigerian prisons as regards to issues of criminality in Nigeria.it  recommended ways of ensuring the reduction of total eradication of criminality in Nigeria. A total of 60 responses were validated from respondent are who are Waders/Officers  in Suleja Correctional Centre Niger State. Data were analyzed using frequency tables and percentage. Hypothesis was tested using T-test and Chi-Square statistical tools.   

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION

Crime, which is an action or omission that violates a law, and which results in punishment is perpetrated by both males and females, though the patterns of offending by males and females are noted both for their differences and for their similarities. Criminologists agree that globally there is gender gap in crime: men in all known human societies commit more crime than women. Both men and women perpetrate more minor offences than serious offences. However, men’s crime rates are much higher than women’s crime rates and this is consistent for all crime categories (NBS, 2010). It is worth reiterating that there is nothing particularly inherent in human biological sex that predisposes men or women towards crime. That is, there is no concrete and proven evidence that reveals that the inherent personality predispositions of women and girls are quite different from those of men and boys. 

The avalanche of crime rate of males is as a result of the factors mentioned in the previous sections. It is on this note that this study therefore recommends that efforts to mitigate the crime rate of males should be geared toward addressing their moral development and socialization process. The gender differences in the socialization process and moral development of men and women should be bridged. Males should also be socialized heavily towards greater empathy, sensitivity to the need of others and fear of separation from loved ones. That is, the nitty-gritty of males’ socialization should be towards an ‘ethic of care’ and not ‘status-seeking’ behaviour; this will go a long way in attenuating the rate of males’ crime in the society. Lastly, males should also be closely supervised and discouraged from misbehavior. Careful monitoring of boys’ associates and strong social bonds will reduce the potential for influence by delinquent peers.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE (s) ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]
Female [  ]

Religion 

Christian [  ]

Muslim [  ]

Age 

25-35 [  ]

36-46
[  ]

47 and above [  ]

SECTION B

QUESTION 1: What is the impact of criminality in Nigeria?

	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided 

	
Affect social development
	
	
	

	Affects economic growth
	
	
	

	Affects national external image
	
	
	


QUESTION 2: Do women receive preferential treatment in sentencing over men?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


QUESTION 3: Is crime in Nigeria is gender related?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


QUESTION 4: What is the negative impact of criminality in Nigeria?

	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided 

	
Drives away foreign Investors 
	
	
	

	Decreases the interest of domestic investors
	
	
	

	Leads to socioeconomic backwardness 
	
	
	

	Increase of insecurity of lives and properties
	
	
	


QUESTION 5: Is there a difference in gender as regards crime in Nigeria?

	Options
	Please tick

	Yes
	

	No
	

	Undecided
	


QUESTION 6: What are the ways of ensuring total eradication of criminality in Nigeria?
	Options
	Yes
	No 
	Undecided 

	Punish offenders severely
	
	
	

	Bridge the gap between the rich and the poor
	
	
	

	Provide employment for jobless youth
	
	
	

	Sensitize the youth on the effect of crimes on national development
	
	
	

	Create harmony among various religious and ethnic group
	
	
	

	Place satellite surveillance on crime prone areas 
	
	
	


