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ABSTRACT

The main focus of this study is to examine the activities of fulani herdsmen and its implication on community development using Etsako Local Government Area in Edo State as case study. Survey research design was employed, Using convenience sampling method the research conveniently selected 256 participants who are residents of Etsako LGA. Well structured Questionnaire in Likert scale was issued and out of 256 copies  225 copies were returned and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using frequency and tables. Findings from the study revealed that fulani herdsmen actitvities  in communities has hindered community development and masterminded the increase in rural-urban migration, disruption of social and economic activities. Other impact includes pause in social economic activities, most construction companies has left their site,leaving some community development project abandoned and on the advert, foreign direct investment,trade and infrastructure have been impacted. Rural communities have loss of man power caused by killings of indigenes, more so school children are no longer attending to educational activities, no more economic activities and hence impoverishing the rural dwellers and impeding community development. The study therefore recommends that Government should come up with credible and implementable policies to curb the incessant attacks on rural dwellers and improve their livelihood. 

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of study
The Fulani are the biggest ethnic group in the Sahel, with a population of 20 to 30 million people. The Fulani were formerly semi-nomadic cattle herders who traveled great miles along grazing routes in search of nourishment for their herds. The Fulani are a Sahelian ethnic group that is considered to be the biggest. The Fulani are largely located in northern Nigeria. However, a mix of political unrest and drought is sending them south, where they are battling with local farmers (Okoro, 2018). In recent years, tensions between farmers and herders have escalated substantially. According to Dr. Roudabeh Kishi, director of the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED), which tracks and maps conflict, the conflict is becoming increasingly ethnic (Fulani vs. other Nigerian ethnicities), religious (Muslim herders vs. Christian south), and cultural (nomadic vs. sedentary). Between January and April of this year, Fulani ethnic militias were responsible for 217 civilian killings, according to ACLED statistics, with March being particularly brutal. During the same time period, Boko Haram, one of the continent's most lethal terrorist groups, killed 78 people. 'Fulani attacks on farmers are mostly pragmatic rather than ideological, since they compete for good grazing ground throughout the fall and winter months. Though many of the area's farming villages have long considered this as a seasonal issue, this month's uncommon amount of violence drew the attention of the national government and military,' adds Kishi (2018)

The notion of community development arose during the colonial period. It is made up of three main elements: community involvement, organization, and work. A process in which people of a community work together to tackle existing problems is known as community development. The community's economic, social, environmental, and cultural well-being are usually improved as a consequence of this form of collaborative effort. A small group or the entire community might begin community development activities.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The deadly battles between Fulani herders and farmers have caused devastation on many Nigerian villages. Many people have perished, many have been displaced, and property has been damaged, including crops, livestock, houses, automobiles, and so on. Herdsmen and crop farmers confrontations have become one of Nigeria's most significant security challenges, second only to the insurgency of Boko Haram (Okoro, 2018). The violent animosity between the two factions has expressed itself in the form of brutal fights (attacks and counter attacks).
1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
1.To learn if Fulani herdsmen activities prevent companies from settling in communities.

2. To learn as to if Fulani herdsmen activities reduce the population of the communities.

3. To know if residents evade from the communities during the Fulani herdsmen attacks
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. Does the activities of Fulani herdsmen cause growth of communities?
2. What are the effect of Fulani herdsmen in communities?
3. Do the activities of Fulani herdsmen have an impact on the increase in infrastructure?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of this research work is to emphasis on the effect of the impact of Fulani herders on community development, and this research would prove beneficial for other academics, intellectuals, and students that might want to organize similar research.
1.6 SCOPE OF STUDY
This study concentrate on the influence of Fulani herdsmen attack on community service,the was carried out in Esako, Edo state.
1.7
Limitation of the study

The following factors poses to be a limitation during the course of this research

Financial constraint– Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).
Time constraint– The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.
1.8 DEFINTION OF TERMS
HERDSMEN: they own or keep domesticated animal herd
FULANI HERDSMEN: Fulani herders or Fulani pastoralists are nomadic or semi-nomadic Fulani people whose primary occupation is livestock raising.
COMMUNITY: A community is a social unit (a group of living things) that shares characteristics such as norms, religion, values, customs, or identity. Communities can share a sense of place in a geographic space (e.g., a country, village, town, or suburb) or in virtual space via communication platforms.
DEVELOPMENT: Growth, improvement, progressive change, or the addition of physical, economic, environmental, social, and demographic components are all examples of development. The aim of development is to raise the population's standard of living and quality of life, as well as to create or expand local regional income and job opportunities, all while protecting the environment's resources.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Community development aims to provide individuals and groups of people with the knowledge and skills needed to affect change in their societies. These abilities are often developed through the development of social groups dedicated to a common goal
IMPLICATIONS: the effect that an action or decision will have on something else in the future
CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 INTRODUCTION

Our focus in this chapter is to critically examine relevant literatures that would assist in explaining the research problem and furthermore recognize the efforts of scholars who had previously contributed immensely to similar research. The chapter intends to deepen the understanding of the study and close the perceived gaps.
2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Fulani Herdsmen

Fulani herdsmen or Fulani pastoralist according to Wikipedia (2018) are nomadic or semi nomadic Fulani herders whose primary occupation is raising livestock. The pure Fulani pastoralist engages in random movement of cattle while the semi- nomadic makes transhumance migration and return to their camps or homes. Herdsmen according to (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017 ) can be “perceived as people who are simply inconstant search for greener pastures for feeding their herds”. Farmer An individual whose primary job function involves livestock and / or agriculture. A farmer takes all the necessary steps to ensure that he/she raises and then sells the items to purchasers (Business Dictionary.com 2018).

The Fulani originated from the Senegambia before spreading out into about 20 states which cut across West Africa and the Sahel as well as western Sudan and Central African Republic (McGregor, 2014). The people are found in large number in Nigeria but while some have moved into the cities, many are still living as semi nomadic herders. However, these group who own and rear herds of animals like cattle for commercial 4 purposes are called Herdsmen. Fulani herdsmen or Fulani pastoralists are nomadic or semi nomadic herders whose primary occupation is raising livestock (Iro 1994). They usually move their herds from one place to another in search of pasture and fresh water. It is predominantly the occupation of the Fulani ethnic group in Nigeria. They are often armed and visibly move about with weapons (like daggers, machetes, arrows etc) to protect their livestock.

The more disturbing issue about the Herdsmen is that they also block the highways with their cattle, rob and kidnap people, keep them captives in the bush and demand for ransom. The Herdsmen have also been involved in the rape of old and young women and burning of communities (The Vanguard, 2015). Due to their violent nature and associated killings, the group was recently described as the world's fourth deadliest militant group (GTI, 2015; Mikailu, 2016).

ADVENT OF FULANI HERDMEN AND BANDIT ACTIVITIES

In Africa, the Fulanis are about twenty million in number; they are one of the most widely dispersed and culturally diverse people scattered across Nigeria, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Cameroon, Chad and Sudan. The Fulanis, also known as the “Fula people or Fulbe” are the largest pastoral nomadic group in the world with root in West Africa, Northern part of Central Africa and Egypt (Adisa and Adekunke 2010). The common business of Fulanis is livestock production, they move from one region to another for grazing purposes. Livestock account for one third of Nigeria’s agricultural Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and contributes 16% of agricultural GDP; it is an important component of general agriculture and a key contributor to economic growth and development of any nation (Ojiako and Olayode 2008, 114). The dire need for Fulani herdsmen to increase the productivity of their livestock farming in the midst of unfavourable climatic conditions have necessitated the search for adequate pasture for cattle grazing.

Incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Middle-belt and Northwest have resulted in deaths and displacement. Different parts of Africa including Nigeria have experienced clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers throughout the colonial periods in Africa and even beyond (Abubakar 2012). Several invasions have been carried out by Fulani herdsmen in the past two years of the constituted administration of President Mohammadu Buhari, a Fulani man (Opejobi 2016). In Nigeria, clashes between the two parties became intensified after the state governments approved the anti-open grazing law. The country’s security situation has become very acute and there is a growing attention for incidents of incessant bloody clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Nigeria. This development has become a subject of security concern and public debate. 

CAUSES OF HERDSMEN AND FARMERS CRISIS IN NIGERIA 

Traditional Institution Factor 

The causes of Farmers and Herdsmen crisis in Nigeria and particularly in Benue state according to Jibo (2014) is the allegation that some traditional rulers often collect money from Fulani pastoralists with the intention of allowing grazing activities within their domain. These arrangement are often unacceptable to the common farmers. The late Tor Tiv Alfred Akawe Torkula in his reacting on the killing of the Tiv farmers by herdsmen why speaking at Anyin, where he attended the Funeral of the Late Pa Undzuul Anyin ( his maternal uncle) the Tor Tiv thus stated: 

“He regretted the heavy loss of lives and properties as a result of Fulani attacks and Warm (sic) those particularly the chiefs who monetize certain portion of land with Fulani without the knowledge of the public to desist in doing so (Jibo 2014)”. 

The above view indicate clearly that the crisis between herdsmen and farmers crisis is attributed to the economic benefit of selling land to Fulani for grazing by the traditional rulers without involving their subjects. This development resulted to rejection by the local communities there by creating problems.

Demography / Climate Change 

Increase in the population of people across the country with little land left for farming and grazing of animals by both herdsmen and farmers is causing crisis. The then Governor of Benue state Suswan stated categorically as quoted in Jibo (2014) that: 

“the Fulani invasion have, …. Challenges that are very worrisome to all of us. Let me hasten to say that the Fulani invasion is not just peculiar to Benue. This invasion has assumed a national dimension and the government itself if (sic) very worried. I have made several reports of this to higher authorities for us to take action. You will recall that the Sultan has visited here up to three times on my invitation for us to address this issue together being himself head of the Fulani and the head of the Muslims in this country. He did very well. He was able to address this and put some people who up till now we interact with to address the problem of the invasion. But the problem has different dimension”. 

One is the fact that there is continues encroachment of the desert moving down. If you go beyond Plateau as you move even to Nasarawa State, you can notice desertification coming in. That reduces the availability of grasses for the animals and for a Fulani man he must necessarily feed the animal that now encroaches on farmers because the population has increased over the years. For instance in the 70s and 80s, the population that we now have was non – existence; so there was large availability of land for grazing. Now we are officially one hundred and sixty something unofficially we’re over two hundred millions. 

Families that you only had maybe ten people now you have about fifty people in those families so the land available for farming and grazing has reduced and so we necessarily need to do something to avoid conflict otherwise this conflict will continued. And it has assumed a very dangerous dimension where the Fulani would hire mercenaries to come and wipe out a whole village as we witnessed lately in four of our local governments, the latest being the one in Agatu which are still grappling with till date (Jibo, 2014). The increase in pressure resulting from resource degradation and scarcity is aggravating the situation of competition between farmers and pastoralists. In the areas where the two production systems interact, both communities are increasingly considering the option of expansion to each other’s holding. As a result, conflicts are getting recurrent and intensified in many parts of the country (Adelakun, Adurogbangba and Akinbile, 2015). Okoli and Atelhe (2014) relate the causes of conflict to the global climate change and the contenting desertification and aridity that reduced arable and grazing lands, forcing pastoralist to move southwards in search of pasture for their livestock. 

Cattle Rustling

Cattle Rustling Were known to have caused farmer – herder conflict. In every community, there are miscreants. Some of these have been caught stealing bulls and cows by the nomadic herders. These killings often enraged the host communities. 

Land Acquisition

Land acquisition by capitalist farmers Also exacerbates the upsurge of conflict as pastoralist can no longer find where to pass even to talk of where to stay ( Abbass, 2012 cited in Muhammed, Ismaila and Bibi, 2015; Adisa and Adekunle, 2010).

Contamination of Stream 

Contamination of Stream Is regarded as the source of conflict. The stream is the source of domestic water supply for most rural farming communities. The host community members believe that contamination of the stream leads to outbreak of cholera, typhoid fever and liver fluke. The nomadic herdsmen also allow their cattle to graze on fallow land continuously and over grazing emanates there from. This cause erosion on the plot of land thereby making it infertile and difficult to cultivate by farmers. 

Rape

Rape Is amajor cause of conflict which is a taboo to every society in the world and in particular in Africa. It is not taken lightly. The nomads who are singles, in a bid to satisfy their thirst for females fall into such temptations. 

Destruction of Crops 

There are also issues of nomads entering with their cattle in the farms of farmers and causing havoc to farm products like yam, rice etc. This usually result to conflicts between them.Indiscriminate bush burning also cause conflict among herdsmen and farmers because unharvested products of farmers are usually burn to ashes (Ofuoku and Isife 2009; Bello 2013 ; Adelakun, Adurogbangb and Akinbile, 2015)

Indigenization 

Okeke (2014) in his study attributed the indigenization claim of ownership of a place as a source of conflicts between herdsmen and farmers. He stated an example of conflict between the city – dwelling Hausa and Berom in Plateau state . According to him in the last few years the conflict spread to the rural areas and Fulani became the major enemies of the Berom. The conflict have become bloodier since 2001 to date. The same thing is attributed to Benue and Nasarawa States among others up till date with series of killings of human beings and wanton destruction of farm products and buildings. Aluaigba (2008)views the Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen invasion of Benue State from the perspective of citizenship ideology. In recent times, questions have been raised in public discourses on the subject of citizenship in Nigeria. In particular, the issue of discrimination against Nigerians who live in places where they were not born or where their forefathers were not born has been perceived as a major cause of conflict. Consequently, the arrival of the HausaFulani Muslim herdsmen into Benue is perceived as reviving this old and unsettled rivalry between the indigene and the settler over socio-economic and environmental resources. The Nigerian Republic, like other African nations, has been blamed for its inability to accommodate the various ethnic groups that exist in the country. Nigeria’s post-colonial policies have instead caused further division, adding to the serious quarrels between its varied groups and leading to yet more violent conflict (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017). The law governing indigenization needs to be revisit by both the upper and lower chambers of the house to resolve friction and tension over indigenes and settlers at both the Federal and States government level in order to avoid crisis in Nigeria. 

Porosity of Nigerian boarders 

The porosity of Nigerian boarders is the cause of herdsmen and farmers crisis among other insecurity problems in Nigeria, many herdsmen that found their way in the country are discover to be from Mali, Chad and Niger etc. who hardly speaks pigging English nor Hausa as a spoken languages that are causing trouble in the country. The former Inspector General of Police, Solomon Arase also said that: “most of the herdsmen are not Nigerians. They are people from Mali and Chad who come into our system, that is why we have to be very careful, our borders are porous “(Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen 2017, and Ngbea and Ngbea, 2016). Nigerians borders needs to be tighten in order to avoid influx of foreigners in the country. 

Impunity and Nepotism 

Impunity and nepotism in Nigeria by the government of the day based on the statement credited by the Inspector General of Police Idris, when he was sent to Benue State by Nigerian President Buhari to investigate the killing of over 70 people in Guma and Logo Local Government Areas of the state on the 1st January, 2018 by suspected herdsmen. According to his interpretation, the crisis was a mere communal crisis – this did not go down well in a country with multiple religions and tribes. 

The public relation officer of the police Mr. Jimoh also threw discourteous words to the Governor of Benue State, Samuel Ortom when he called him a drowning man during his interview on Channels Television, he said in an apparent reference to the governor calling for the immediate resignation or sack of the IGP (Channels Television’s Sunrise Daily news at 10:oopm, 6th Feb; 2018 and Ahmed- Gamgum, 2018).

Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen (2017) in their research reports in Benue State says, while questions still remain unanswered about the types of sophisticated weapons used in Benue, the nature of the attacks and the atrocities committed have raised very serious concerns. The Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen deploy fear as a tactic and thus ensure that victims are traumatized in such a way that they do not wish to return to their homeland after fleeing. 

This was confirmed by interviews carried out among victims living in refugee camps in Gwer-West, Guma, Tarka, Ukum, Agatu and Logo. According to a community leader in Guma, the nature of the atrocities are chilling and Hausa Fulani Muslim herdsmen conduct them with arrogance and impunity. On 23 October 2017, the National President and Secretary of the Fulani sociocultural association “Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore” called a press conference in Abuja, insisting that the convergence of herdsmen in the Benue valley between November and February every year is historical and inevitable. 

They claimed that the Anti-Open Grazing Law signed by Benue State Governor in May 2017 (and due to be implemented in November 2017) was therefore denying the herdsmen their legitimate rights as Nigerians. The association called on President Muhammad Buhari to stop the law, otherwise the herdsmen would have to defend their rights and their lifestyle. The uncertainty following this press conference has raised security concerns among local communities in Benue State. The current atmosphere suggests that the indications of ethnic cleansing based on religious affiliation are likely to become increasingly evident through further attacks targeting Christian communities (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017). The inaction of the Nigerian government towards Hausa-Fulani Muslim violence has allowed the culture of impunity to grow. 

In the absence of government security, some local communities decide to defend themselves against Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen attacks. Critics have blamed the government for using double standards. The government arrests, imprisons and prosecutes members of the indigenous people of Biafra. The government has deployed military forces against the Niger Delta Avengers. Yet, the government has refused to arrest or prosecute Hausa-Fulani Muslim herdsmen. Instead, there appears to be a policy-framework underway to establish grazing fields for the herdsmen. The Minister of State for Agriculture and Rural Development, Heineken Lokpobiri, reaffirmed the government’s plans to establish cattle ranches as a lasting solution to prevent the frequent clashes between herdsmen and farmers in Nigeria. He spoke during a one-day public hearing organized by the Senate Committees on Agriculture, and National Security and Intelligence (Abdulbarkindo and Alupsen, 2017).

Based on the above statement made by Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore (National President and Secretary of the Fulani Socio –Cultural Association), on the 1st of January, 2018 over 70 Tiv people including women and children were killed in Guma and Logo Local Government Areas of Benue State by suspected herdsmen and the NPSFSCA secretary has not been arrested for try and persecution by any of the security agencies in the country.

All these resulted to a call to defend yourselves against the invasion of Fulani herdsmen that is not only in Benue, but other states like Kaduna, Zamfara and Taraba among others at the organized maiden Taraba State University convocation on 24th of March, 2018 by T.Y Danjuma and some other stakeholders like the Emir of Birnin Gwari Axis of Kaduna Malam Zubairu Jibril Mail Gwari II in the country, which received an ill feeling by the government.
2.1.5 TRIGGERS OF HERDSMEN CRISIS IN NIGERIA 
The triggers of the incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers are often based on alleged trespass on farmlands for grazing purposes which destroys crops and deprive farmers of high productivity and projected profits. Such triggers can generally be categorized into two: the external and internal causes. In Nigeria, the internal causes of incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers pose major challenges to socio-economic development than the external causes of the clashes. This article, therefore, focuses on the internal causes of incessant clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers in Nigeria and considers the incessant 
clashes as self-inflicted and not externally determined. 
Incoherence of the government policy 
The clashes between Fulani herdsmen and their host communities have given room for conflicting claims and arguments on the constitutional rights to land ownership and the establishment of grazing reserves.Through the politicking of Fulani lawmakers and the powers of Fulani lobbying, the Grazing Bill is being pushed in the national assembly, and thus, will forcibly dislocate people from their lands (Onwubiko 2017). The Minister of Agriculture earmarks billions for the purchase of Brazilian grass for Fulani herdsmen. Such a sentimental disposition points not only to the possibility of the herdsmen going scot-free with wanton killing and destruction, while the federal government proposes withdrawing from state treasury to tend to private-owned business (Onwubiko 2017). Audu Ogbeh, the current Minister of Agriculture, once suggested that the attacks were as a result of the failure of successive governments to pay attention to Fulani herdsmen and cow farming. He stated further that the national outrage was about the refusal of the federal government to bring those Fulani herdsmen responsible for the killings to book (Onwubiko 2017). However, at other times, Audu Ogbeh has been quoted to give out contradictory policy blueprints on how the government is resolving the emerging grave threats posed by the Fulani herdsmen (Onwubiko 2017). 

Proliferation of small and light weapons 
The proliferation of small and light weapons has exacerbated violent rural crime, such as armed Fulani herdsmen killings, cattle rustlers cum ethnic violence and general insecurity outrage. Generally for the country and specifically with regards to the herdsmen situation, the discovery by the federal government of a thousand four hundred and ninety-seven illegal routes along the Nigerian border is important information. Even so, this discovery is not as important as how the government react to it. The porosity of the Nigerian borders poses a great challenge to combating the incessant killings between Fulani herdsmen and local farmers, based on trespass on farmlands for grazing purposes. The Governor of Kaduna state had once raised a peace committee and successfully traced the herdsmen to locations outside Nigerian borders (Premium Times 2017), but still, the porosity of the borders remained yet unaddressed. Nigeria’s security institutions are very loose, and weak to check the infiltration of foreign visitors who are mercenaries in Nigeria’s incessant herdsmen-perpetuated killings, especially regarding the involvement of the nationals of neighbouring countries such as Sudan, Mali, Niger, and Chad (Shettima and Tar 2008). In addition to our weak borders, Nigeria does not have any special forces guarding these areas spread across the nation. Recent reports of kidnap and robbery, by alleged nomads, of citizens travelling through forest regions is a pointer to why Nigeria needs special policing at our forests and mountains. In most cases, the countries mentioned are escape routes for the armed Fulani herdsmen, when they are aware of the military presence. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Community development is a process where community members are supported by agencies to identify and take collective action on issues which are important to them. Community development empowers community members and creates stronger and more connected communities.Over the years the struggle to eradicate poverty and maintain a satisfying standard of living has been the plan of every government. This is because every government craves for a developed nation (Bonye, Aasoglenang & Owusu-Sekyere, 2013; Amakye, 2017). Development is a vital necessity to the growth and sustentation of any vibrant nation (Lawal, 2011). 

Community development seeks to improve the quality of life a group of people. It helps the community strengthen itself in order to improve people’s lives and address issues that have been identified by the community and it builds upon existing skills and strengths within the community (Inkoom 2011). Significantly, over the years there have been improved changes in what was known as community development a hundred years and what it is today.  Political shifts, population growth and changes in cultural dynamics have often times played a vital role in how community development manifests. Some of the classic concerns of community development found expression in the early 1990s in the notion of ‘capacity building’. There was an interest in developing the ability of local groups and networks to function and to contribute to social and economic development (Smith, 2012). Gilchrist and Taylor (2011) suggest three vital aspects of community development: Education, collective action, organization development (Gilchrist and Taylor 2011: 10-12). 

Brief History of Nigeria community development

Community development is a process where community members come together to take collective action and generate solutions to common problems. Community development has come a long way in Nigeria; it dates back to the colonial era (Nseabasi, 2012). Community development processes and practices entails the inclusion and participation of different interest groups, stakeholders and actors including the people whose livelihood projects are geared at improving, government and non-governmental bodies, funding organizations, project experts and executors (Akande, 2010; Nseabasi, 2012). 

Community development in Nigeria can be traced as far back as the 1900s when we were ruled by the colonial masters. Lord Lugard who was the colonial governor conquered the area through indirect rule. He had warrant chiefs at the village level that represented the government (Nseabasi, 2012). British colonial interest in rural Nigeria was characterized by two-prong exploitation. In the first place, the rural areas were available only as primary resource areas for export of raw materials. The second level of exploitation saw the rural areas as food productive centers for the few urban centers which eventually were to serve the basic food needs of the colonial inhabitants (Nseabasi, 2012). Furthermore, Nigeria at pre-independence was dominantly rural which depended on agricultural practices for subsistence and exchanges. However, the spread of Christianity tremendously increased the level of development individuals enjoined in the colonial era (Nseabasi, 2012). Church authorities and missionaries set out missionary schools and hospitals to attend to the basic needs of man.  The colonial government township ordinance Act promulgated in 1917 dictated the developmental course of the rural areas when it classified settlements into first, second and third class for the purpose of infrastructural provision (Nseabasi, 2012).

The first class settlements were mostly foreignized by the whites Europeans and their workers. Consequently, such settlements were the focus of heavy infrastructural concentration, and Lagos represented the classic example of such discriminatory infrastructural concentration. On the other hand, the second and the third class settlements were not given adequate policy attention in infrastructural provision (Olayiwola & Adeleye, 2005). Furthermore, different governments in Nigeria have in the past introduced various community development programmes such as: Directorate of Food, Green Revolution Programme, Operation Feed the Nation, Structural adjustment programme (SAP), National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS), Road and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI), National Agricultural and Land Development Authority (NALDA) for the benefit of all citizens (Ayuba, 2012). Today, community development displays its self through self-help programmes.

ACTIVITIES OF FULANI HERDSMEN AND ITS IMPLICATION ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

Nigeria is under a severe internal and security threat as the threat has political, economic and environmental dimensions. Each of these dimensions has critically affected the stability of the nation and can be traced to many factors in which the Fulani-herdsmen appears to be major factor. Most worrisome in the present development is the pillaging, raping, killing and kidnapping by the so called Fulani herdsmen. Stories are found in the national dailies on daily basis of how these shepherds strategically attack several communities and houses, with sophisticated assault gunsAK-47. 

Destruction Of Vast Expanse Of Arable Agricultural Farmlands, loss of farmers lives and food insecurity

According to Okereke (2012) and Bello (2013), the conflicts in most part of Nigeria especially the Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash are largely uncalled for. Farmers can no longer farm peacefully because of Fulani herdsmen. These Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash have pitched Christians and Muslims against each other. Recent studies conducted by Okereke (2012) and Kasarachi (2016) have shown that, serious conflict erupt between Fulani herdsmen and farmers leading to loss of lives, valuable properties and destruction of vast expanse of arable agricultural farmlands thereby posing serious threat to food security since farmers for fear of attack could no longer go to farm and harvest their farm produce. The latest attacks by Fulani herdsmen is on the upsurge, with the most latest attacks in February 2018 happening in Benue State, Taraba State, Nassarawa State and few cases of attack in other states.The latest attacks by Fulani herdsmen is on the upsurge, with the most latest attacks in February 2018 happening in Benue State, Taraba State, Nassarawa State and few cases of attack in other states. In recent times, the killings recorded by Fulani herdsmen and farmers clash has rampaged most communities displacing them of their farmlands and loss of their major source of livelihood. This is becoming unbearable with the Fulani herdsmen always having their ways leaving the farmers at their mercy. Herdsmen attribute the roots of the crisis to religious differences resulting in the killing of their cows while the farmers see the herdsmen as a threat to their crops and agricultural produce since the herdsmen allow their cows to feed on the farmer crops. 

Disrupted Socioeconomic, Religious And Educational Activities

This recent wave of violence in Nigeria as observed by Kasarachi (2016) has disrupted socioeconomic, religious and educational activities, political instability and threatened the national unity in Nigeria. These extra judiciary killings have forced thousands of people to abandon their homes and farmlands for safety. 

Okereke (2012) asserts that this unfolding violence have become so alarming that there is no gainsaying the fact that Nigeria is at a crossroad and gradually drifting to a conflict society. Equally begging for answers are the social issues of the rape of women, robbery and kidnapping with ultimate intent for ransom. The researcher observed that the menace of Fulani-Herdsmen appears to have dire implications for socioeconomic development in the states attacked and Nigeria in general. In the states where the Fulani herdsmen and farmers crisis is pervasive, the property destroyed and cases of rapes slog their economic and social opulence back by several steps. Besides the destroyed properties, socioeconomic life in those states is usually grounded to a halt as people could not freely go about their farming and socioeconomic activities for fear of being killed.

The overall implication for sustainable development is that the farming, economic and social activities seem to be fast deteriorating. Also, a substantial part of the country’s budget has been spent on the compensation of families who lost their relations to the Fulani herdsmen and farmers crisis. Also, huge amount of money is being spent on weapons and ammunition acquisition so as to equip the military to handle the situation on ground. All these seem to have affected Nigeria’s economy.

Hindering of Infrastructural development, trade foreign direct investment 


Infrastructural development, trade, and foreign direct investment have also been adversely affected by the rising increase of attacks and kidnapping of foreign nationals by rural herdsmen in different parts of Nigeria including the oil-rich Niger Delta region. Egbejule (2018) revealed that one expatriate engineer working on a project in Zamfara state was kidnapped and kept for 12 days until a ransom of ₦30 million equivalent to $83,100 was paid by his employer. Similarly, two foreign expatriates, together with their police escort, were kidnapped and killed on their way to their project sight in Sokoto state. Some of the affected road construction companies such as K & E and CGC were forced to abandoned projects and relocate to other African countries which are relatively peaceful and attractive for investment. Similar cases of banditry have also been experienced by expatriates and native Africans working in oil and gas as well as telecommunication companies across Nigeria. 

2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK

The theoretical framework adopted for the study is conflict theory.


Conflict theory, first purported by Karl Marx, is a theory that society is in a state of perpetual conflict because of competition for limited resources.Conflict theory focuses on the competition between groups within society over limited resources. Conflict theory views social and economic institutions as tools of the struggle between groups or classes, used to maintain inequality and the dominance of the ruling class.

Marxist conflict theory sees society as divided along lines of economic class between the proletarian working class and the bourgeois ruling class.

Later versions of conflict theory look at other dimensions of conflict among capitalist factions and between various social, religious, and other types of groups. Conflict theory has been used to explain a wide range of social phenomena, including wars, revolutions, poverty, discrimination, and domestic violence. It ascribes most of the fundamental developments in human history, such as democracy and civil rights, to capitalistic attempts to control the masses (as opposed to a desire for social order). Central tenets of conflict theory are the concepts of social inequality, the division of resources, and the conflicts that exist between different socioeconomic classes.

The relevance of this theory to this study depict the never ending crisis thrown by herdsmen in communities has hindered community development and masterminded the increase in rural-urban migration. Other impact includes pause in social economic activities, most construction companies has left their site,leaving some community development project abandoned and on the advert, foreign direct investment,trade and infrastructure have been impacted. Rural communities have loss of man power caused by killings of indigenes, more so school children are no longer attending to educational activities, no more economic activities and hence impoverishing the rural dwellers and impeding community development.
2.3 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

From the foregoing issues analyzed in the review, there is no doubt that the herdsmen/farmers crisis in Nigeria based on the findings is as a result of destruction of farming products, cattle rustling, demographic/climate change, porosity of borders, large acquisition of land by the capitalist, monetization of land to the herdsmen by the traditional rulers and indignation factor among others. The research also analyzed the religious of the crisis in Nigeria that if care is not taken by the Government to resolve this crisis, it can continue to hinder community development hence impoverishing rural dwellers.
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
AREA OF STUDY

Edo State  is one of the 36 states of Nigeria, located in the southern region of the country. The state's capital and largest city, Benin City, is the fourth-largest city in Nigeria, and the centre of the country's rubber industry. Created in 1991 from the former Bendel State, Edo State borders Kogi State to the northeast, Anambra State to the east, Delta State to the southeast, and Ondo State to the west.

Etsako Central is a Local Government Area of Edo State, Nigeria. Its headquarters is in the town of Fugar.It has an area of 660 km2 and a population of 94,575 in the 2006 census.
3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs are perceived to be an overall strategy adopted by the researcher whereby different components of the study are integrated in a logical manner to effectively address a research problem. In this study, the researcher employed the survey research design. This is due to the nature of the study whereby the opinion and views of people are sampled.
3.3
POPULATION OF THE STUDY

According to Udoyen (2019), a study population is a group of elements or individuals as the case may be, who share similar characteristics. These similar features can include location, gender, age, sex or specific interest. The emphasis on study population is that it constitute of individuals or elements that are homogeneous in description. 

This study was carried out to examine the activities of Fulani Herdsmen on community development using Estako Local Governement Area in Edo State as case study. Thus the resident of Estako LGA, Edo State form the population of the study.
3.4
SAMPLE SIZE DETERMINATION

A study sample is simply a systematic selected part of a population that infers its result on the population. In essence, it is that part of a whole that represents the whole and its members share characteristics in like similitude (Udoyen, 2019). In this study, the researcher adopted the convenient sampling method to determine the sample size. 
3.5
SAMPLE SIZE SELECTION TECHNIQUE AND PROCEDURE

According to Nwana (2005), sampling techniques are procedures adopted to systematically select the chosen sample in a specified away under controls. This research work adopted the convenience sampling technique in selecting the respondents from the total population.

In this study, the researcher adopted the convenience sampling method to determine the sample size. Out of all the entire population of  Etsako resident, the researcher conveniently selected 256 respondents  as the sample size which comprises of 85 civil servants, 71 professionals/civil servants  and 100 artisans  thus making the  total of 256 participant as the sample size for this study. According to Torty (2021), a sample of convenience is the terminology used to describe a sample in which elements have been selected from the target population on the basis of their accessibility or convenience to the researcher.
3.6 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The research instrument used in this study is the questionnaire. A survey containing questions were administered to the enrolled participants. The questionnaire was divided into two sections, the first section inquired about the responses demographic or personal data while the second sections were in line with the study objectives, aimed at providing answers to the research questions which was raised against a four Likert scale of Strongly Agree(SA), Agree(A), Strongly Disagree(SD) and Disagree(D). Participants were required to respond by placing a tick at the appropriate column. The questionnaire was personally administered by the researcher.
3.7
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION

Two methods of data collection which are primary source and secondary source were used to collect data. The primary sources was the use of questionnaires, while the secondary sources include textbooks, internet, journals, published and unpublished articles and government publications.
3.8
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The responses were analyzed using the frequency tables, which provided answers to the research questions. 
3.9
VALIDITY OF THE STUDY

Validity referred here is the degree or extent to which an instrument actually measures what is intended to measure. An instrument is valid to the extent that is tailored to achieve the research objectives. The researcher constructed the questionnaire for the study and submitted to the project supervisor who used his intellectual knowledge to critically, analytically and logically examine the instruments relevance of the contents and statements and then made the instrument valid for the study.
3.10
RELIABILITY OF THE STUDY

The reliability of the research instrument was determined. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. A co-efficient value of 0.68 indicated that the research instrument was relatively reliable. According to (Taber, 2017) the range of a reasonable reliability is between 0.67 and 0.87.
3.11
ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

he study was approved by the Project Committee of the Department.  Informed consent was obtained from all study participants before they were enrolled in the study. Permission was sought from the relevant authorities to carry out the study. Date to visit the place of study for questionnaire distribution was put in place in advance.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the analysis of data derived through the questionnaire and key informant interview administered on the respondents in the study area. The analysis and interpretation were derived from the findings of the study. The data analysis depicts the simple frequency and percentage of the respondents as well as interpretation of the information gathered. A total of two hundred and fifty-six (256) questionnaires were administered to respondents of which only two hundred and twenty-five (225) were returned and validated. This was due to irregular, incomplete and inappropriate responses to some questionnaire. For this study a total of 225 was validated for the analysis.

4.2
GENERAL INFORMATION

The table below shows the summary of the survey. A sample of 210 was calculated for this study. 

Table 4.1: Distribution of Questionnaire

	Questionnaire 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Sample size
	256
	100

	Received  
	225
	89.8

	Validated
	225
	89.8


Source: Field Survey, 2021
Table 4.2: General Information of respondents

	Demographic information
	Frequency
	percent

	Gender
Male
	
	

	
	102
	45%

	Female
	123
	55%

	Age

20-27
	
	

	
	143
	64%

	28-35
	37
	16%

	36-43
	29
	13%

	44+
	16
	7%

	Occupation
	
	

	Artisans
	100
	44%

	Civil Servants
	85
	38%

	Professionals
	40
	18%


Source: Field Survey, 2021

From the table above 45% of the respondent are male. 55% of the respondent are female. 64% of the respondent are aged between 20-27years. 16% of the respondent are aged between 28-35 Years. 13% of the respondent are aged between 36-43year. 7% of the respondent are aged between 44 years and above.
4.3 RESEARCH QUESTION

QUESTION 1: Does the activities of Fulani herdsmen cause growth of communities?

Table 4.3

	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	39
	17

	Agree
	41
	18

	Strongly Disagree
	95
	42

	Disagree 
	50
	23

	TOTAL
	225
	100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 17% of the respondent strong agree to the option. 18% of the respondent Agree. 42% of the respondent Strongly Disagree. 23% of the respondent Disagree.

QUESTION 2: What are the effect of Fulani herdsmen in communities?

	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	TOTAL

	1
	Destruction Of Vast Expanse Of Arable Agricultural Farmlands and food insecurity
	103
	112


	05


	05
	225

	2
	Disrupted Socioeconomic, Religious And Educational Activities
	103
	112


	05


	05
	225

	3
	Hindering of Infrastructural development and development project. 
	118
	87


	12


	08
	225

	4
	Hindering of trade and foreign direct investment
	118
	87
	12


	08
	225

	5
	High rate of rural-urban migration and loss of manpower for rural community
	112
	37


	36


	40
	225

	6
	Killing of framers and kidnapping of school children.
	112
	37


	36


	40
	225


Table 4.4

Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 103 respondent Strongly Agree to option 1 and 2. 112 respondent Agree, 5 respondent Strongly Disagree and 5 respondent Disagree. 118 respondent Strongly Agree to option 3 and 4. 87  respondent Agree, 12 respondent Strongly Disagree and 8 respondent Disagree. 112 respondent Strongly Agree to option 5 and 6. 37 respondent Agree, 36 Strongly Disagree and 4o respondent Disagree. 
QUESTION 3:  Do the activities of Fulani herdsmen have an impact on the increase in infrastructure?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	19
	08

	Agree
	21
	09

	Strongly Disagree
	120
	54

	Disagree 
	65
	29

	TOTAL
	225
	100


Field Survey 2021

From the responses derived in the table above, 8% of the respondent strong agree to the option. 9% of the respondent Agree. 53% of the respondent Strongly Disagree. 30% of the respondent Disagree.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1 SUMMARY

The main focus of this study is to examine the activities of fulani herdsmen and its implication on community development using Etsako Local Government Area in Edo State as case study. Survey research design was employed, Using convenience sampling method the research conveniently selected 256 participants who are residents of Etsako LGA. Well structured Questionnaire in Likert scale was issued and out of 256 copies  225 copies were returned and validated for the study. Data was analyzed using frequency and tables.
5.2 CONCLUSION

Fulani herdsmen and farmers violent conflicts have created humanitarian toll across many communities in Nigeria and impede community development. Many have died, many displaced and properties in form of crops, animals, houses, vehicles etc. destroyed. Farmers, though, have occasionally been involved in carrying attacks or reprisal attacks against the Fulani herdsmen, have been seen to be mostly at the receiving end of the conflicts. They count more losses than the herdsmen. However, the research concludes that Fulani herdsmen activities has led to disruption in infrastructure development, social, economic, educational and agricultural activities. On the extreme foreign direct investment and trade have been impeded and abandoning of community development by contractors due to fear of loosing their lives, high rate of rural urban migration and insecurity of rural dweller hence decrease in community growth and development. This occurs 2-3 times per month, while at least 2 Nigerians die daily owing to the herdsmen activities. 

The causes of the conflict include: revenge or reprisal attacks, disputes over destruction of farmlands and crops, Grazing rights dispute, decades long history of violence competition for land resource, reactions to Anti-Grazing law, Cattle rustling, and violence habit of the herdsmen. The socio-economic effects of the conflict are: Loss of Human lives, displacement of persons, destruction of houses, destruction of farmlands and crops, distrust, unemployment, threat to National security, and threat to food security in Nigeria. Government and security institutions are yet to be responsive in solving the dangerous imbroglio, which in turn precipitated break of law and order, as many Nigerians now take law into their hands defending themselves and protecting their properties against perceived enemies.

5.3 RECOMMENDATION

The following recommendations are made from the findings of the study: 1. Federal government should engage peace and conflict resolution experts in dealing with issues concerning herdsmen-farmer crises. This will enable effective dialogues, negotiations and of course a win-win resolution, while encouraging early warning mechanism. 

Government should adopt community policing model to forestall peace in the rural areas as it will enable the police and the community members detect when the herdsmen gain access into the communities to attack residents. Community policing seeks the effective community engagement in the provision of solution to policing issues and also developing partnership in the maintenance of safety and security in the society. 

Governments at all levels should promulgate legislations outlawing open grazing of cattle while encouraging herders to establish ranches for their cattle. 

State governments should designate some areas as grazing fields for the nomadic herdsmen and make them pay tax to the state, whilst warning that any crime involving a Fulani herdsman would attract severe penalties. All Fulani herdsmen operating in any local government should be registered to enable monitoring of their activities and co-existence.
Representatives of the host communities and Fulani herdsmen should be conveyed under a public forum and involved in the decision making and permitted to take part actively in the planning procedure of restoring peace to most of the affected communities.
Participatory planning process that involves all stakeholders (herdsmen and farmers) in the dispute resolution mechanism should be adopted.
There is need for proper re-orientation of the essence of social interaction irrespective of the religious and ethics background .
Government should be firm and fair in its resolution and implementation of decisions.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE TICK [√] YOUR MOST PREFERRED CHOICE AND AVOID TICKING TWICE ON A QUESTION

SECTION A

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender

Male [  ]
Female [  ]

Age 

20-27
[  ]

28-36
[  ]

37-44 [  ]

45+ [  ]
SECTION B

QUESTION 1: Does the activities of Fulani herdsmen cause growth of communities?

	S/N
	OPTIONS
	Please tick 

	1
	Strongly Agree
	

	2
	Agree
	

	3
	Strongly Disagree
	

	4
	Disagree
	


QUESTION 2: What are the effect of Fulani herdsmen in communities?

	S/N
	OPTION
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1
	Destruction Of Vast Expanse Of Arable Agricultural Farmlands and food insecurity
	
	
	
	

	2
	Disrupted Socioeconomic, Religious And Educational Activities
	
	
	
	

	3
	Hindering of Infrastructural development and development project. 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Hindering of trade and foreign direct investment
	
	
	
	

	5
	High rate of rural-urban migration and loss of manpower for rural community
	
	
	
	

	6
	Killing of framers and kidnapping of school children.
	
	
	
	


QUESTION 3:  Do the activities of Fulani herdsmen have an impact on the increase in infrastructure?
	S/N
	OPTIONS
	Please tick 

	1
	Strongly Agree
	

	2
	Agree
	

	3
	Strongly Disagree
	

	4
	Disagree
	


