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Abstract

Objective: This study examines the comparative analysis of data protection laws and
digital rights between Africa and Europe. It aims to evaluate the effectiveness of
existing legal frameworks, identify gaps in enforcement, and assess alignment with
international standards for privacy and digital rights.

Method: The study adopts a doctrinal research methodology, analysing primary legal
texts such as the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the
African Union’s Malabo Convention, and national legislation in selected African
countries including South Africa and Kenya. Secondary sources include scholarly
articles, policy papers, and case law.

Findings: The analysis reveals that Europe’s GDPR provides a comprehensive
framework with robust enforcement mechanisms and well-defined individual rights.
In contrast, African data protection frameworks are fragmented, with uneven
implementation, weak enforcement, and challenges such as limited resources and
public awareness.

Value: This study is valuable as it highlights the gaps in Africa’s digital rights
protection framework, offering recommendations for harmonization, capacity
building, and adoption of best practices informed by Europe’s GDPR, contributing to
stronger legal protection for personal data and the development of the digital economy.

Keywords: Data Protection, Digital Rights, GDPR, Malabo Convention.

mailto:Greenresearchng@gmail.com
https://greenresearchng.com/journal/International%20Journal%20of%20Law,%20Justice%20and%20Comparative%20Legal%20Studies%20(IJLJCLS)
https://greenresearchng.com/journal/International%20Journal%20of%20Law,%20Justice%20and%20Comparative%20Legal%20Studies%20(IJLJCLS)


Peer Reviewed | Open access
Greenresearch © 2026 Issue II Vol.5
International Journal of Law, Justice and Comparative Legal Studies (IJLJCLS)

Greenresearch © 2026 Issue II Vol.5
International Journal of Law, Justice and Comparative Legal Studies (IJLJCLS)

2

1. Introduction

The emergence of the digital age has transformed how individuals, businesses, and

governments collect, process, and manage information. The increasing reliance on

digital platforms has amplified the importance of protecting personal data and

ensuring that digital rights are respected. Data protection and digital rights are now

fundamental concerns in the context of globalization, cross-border data flows, and the

expansion of e-commerce, cloud computing, and online services [1]. In Europe, the

implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in 2018 marked a

pivotal moment in the regulation of personal data. The GDPR not only harmonized

data protection laws across European Union member states but also established clear

obligations for organizations and extensive rights for individuals, including the right

to access, correct, and erase personal data, as well as mechanisms for accountability

and enforcement [2]. Conversely, Africa presents a more complex and fragmented

picture. The African Union’s Convention on Cyber Security and Personal Data

Protection, also known as the Malabo Convention, represents a regional effort to

standardize data protection across the continent. However, adoption and enforcement

vary significantly among African countries. While nations such as South Africa and

Kenya have enacted comprehensive data protection laws like the Protection of

Personal Information Act (POPIA) and Kenya’s Data Protection Act of 2019, many

African countries lack formal legislation or face challenges in implementing existing

laws due to limited resources, low public awareness, and insufficient institutional

capacity [3][4]. These disparities highlight the need for comparative research that

evaluates how Africa and Europe approach data protection and digital rights,

identifying gaps and proposing solutions tailored to regional contexts. This study is

guided by two primary objectives. The first objective is to conduct a comparative

analysis of data protection laws and digital rights frameworks in Africa and Europe,

examining their legal structures, enforcement mechanisms, and the scope of

individual rights [5]. By comparing these frameworks, the study seeks to understand

how regional differences in socio-economic development, technological infrastructure,

and political governance influence the effectiveness of data protection regimes. The

second objective is to provide practical recommendations for enhancing Africa’s legal

and regulatory frameworks for digital rights protection. This includes evaluating
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opportunities for harmonization, strengthening institutional capacity, and integrating

lessons from Europe’s GDPR to create contextually relevant solutions for African

countries [6]. These objectives reflect the broader goal of promoting stronger privacy

protections, safeguarding personal data, and supporting the development of a secure

digital economy.

The methodology adopted in this study is the doctrinal research method, which

involves a detailed examination of primary and secondary legal sources [7]. Primary

sources include statutory texts such as the GDPR, the Malabo Convention, and

national legislation from selected African countries, including South Africa, Kenya,

Nigeria, and Ghana. Secondary sources consist of academic literature, policy papers,

case law, and reports from relevant organizations and regulatory bodies. The doctrinal

approach is particularly appropriate for this study, as it allows for a systematic

analysis of legal provisions, judicial interpretations, and regulatory guidance. This

methodology also facilitates a comparative examination of the principles, obligations,

and rights enshrined in different jurisdictions, providing a structured framework to

assess the strengths, weaknesses, and applicability of each legal regime [8].

The introduction of digital technologies has heightened the risks associated with the

misuse or exploitation of personal data. Individuals are increasingly vulnerable to

privacy violations, unauthorized surveillance, and data breaches. In Europe, the

GDPR addresses these concerns through robust principles of lawfulness, transparency,

purpose limitation, data minimization, accuracy, storage limitation, and integrity and

confidentiality [9]. These principles serve as the foundation for a rights-based

approach to data protection, ensuring that personal information is managed

responsibly and that individuals retain control over their data. Enforcement

mechanisms, including independent Data Protection Authorities (DPAs) and

significant fines for non-compliance, reinforce the regulatory framework and

incentivize adherence to data protection standards [10]. In contrast, African nations

face systemic challenges, including fragmented legal frameworks, uneven adoption of

regional conventions, and resource constraints that impede the establishment of fully

functional DPAs. These limitations compromise the ability of African countries to
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enforce data protection laws effectively, leaving citizens exposed to privacy violations

and weak safeguards for their digital rights [11].

Another factor motivating this study is the growing importance of cross-border data

flows. Europe has established a harmonized regulatory environment that governs

international data transfers, including mechanisms such as Standard Contractual

Clauses and the now-invalidated EU-U.S. Privacy Shield. These measures aim to

ensure that personal data leaving the EU remains adequately protected, mitigating

risks associated with extraterritorial data processing [12]. In Africa, the absence of

uniform data protection standards and slow adoption of regional instruments like the

Malabo Convention creates inconsistencies and vulnerabilities in the management of

cross-border data flows. As African countries increasingly participate in the global

digital economy, establishing harmonized and enforceable data protection frameworks

becomes critical for economic growth, international trade, and the protection of

citizens’ digital rights [13].

The comparative analysis conducted in this study also considers the intersection

between data protection and broader digital rights, including freedom of expression,

online access, and digital literacy. In Europe, digital rights are firmly embedded

within the human rights framework, with judicial bodies such as the European Court

of Human Rights ensuring that state interests do not undermine individual freedoms

[14]. In Africa, digital rights face considerable threats from internet censorship,

government surveillance, and limited public awareness of privacy protections.

Evaluating these differences is essential to understanding the full scope of digital

rights and identifying strategies for promoting their protection within diverse

regulatory and socio-political contexts [15].

The significance of this study lies in its potential to inform policy, strengthen

regulatory practices, and guide the development of digital rights protections in Africa.

By systematically comparing African data protection laws with the GDPR, this study

identifies gaps and opportunities for reform, offering a roadmap for enhancing

compliance, institutional capacity, and public awareness. Moreover, this research

provides a theoretical and practical foundation for policymakers, regulatory
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authorities, and civil society actors seeking to safeguard privacy and promote

responsible data management in the digital age [16].

2.0 Theoretical Framework and Literature Review

2.1 Theoretical Framework

This study is anchored on two complementary theoretical frameworks: the theory of

fundamental rights and the theory of regulatory convergence. The theory of

fundamental rights emphasizes the inherent entitlements of individuals that

governments and institutions are obliged to protect, regardless of social or political

context [1]. Dworkin posits that certain rights are inalienable, forming the basis for

privacy and data protection as intrinsic human rights [2]. Within the European context,

the GDPR operationalizes this theory by recognizing personal data protection as a

fundamental right enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European

Union. The regulation’s provisions, such as the right to access, rectify, and erase data,

reflect a rights-based approach that prioritizes individual autonomy and control over

personal information [3][4]. In Africa, the application of the theory of fundamental

rights varies across jurisdictions. Constitutions of several African states, alongside the

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), guarantee privacy rights

and the protection of personal data [5]. However, implementation challenges such as

limited public awareness, fragmented legislation, and under-resourced enforcement

mechanisms hinder the realization of these rights [6]. This theoretical lens allows for

the evaluation of how African legal systems operationalize individual rights in

practice, and the extent to which laws protect citizens from unauthorized surveillance,

data breaches, and misuse of personal information.

The theory of regulatory convergence complements the fundamental rights framework

by examining the harmonization of legal regimes across jurisdictions [7]. Regulatory

convergence theory argues that globalization, cross-border data flows, and

technological advancement necessitate alignment of legal standards to ensure

consistency and interoperability [8]. In the context of data protection, Europe’s GDPR

has influenced global norms, prompting several African countries to adapt their laws

to reflect similar principles of consent, transparency, accountability, and data subject
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rights [9]. The Malabo Convention, although not uniformly adopted, represents an

effort to converge national regulations and establish continent-wide minimum

standards for cybersecurity and data protection. This framework is essential for

understanding cross-jurisdictional interactions, the transfer of personal data across

borders, and the integration of global best practices into local legal contexts [10][11].

By applying these two theoretical frameworks, this study evaluates both the normative

and practical dimensions of digital rights protection. The theory of fundamental rights

addresses the moral and legal imperatives to protect personal data as an inalienable

right, while the theory of regulatory convergence considers the alignment and

harmonization necessary for effective governance across multiple legal systems. This

dual approach enables a comprehensive assessment of both Europe’s advanced data

protection regime and Africa’s developing regulatory environment, highlighting

opportunities for improvement and policy adaptation [12][13].

2.2 Literature Review

The literature on data protection and digital rights underscores the evolving

challenges posed by rapid technological adoption and globalization. Regan argues that

privacy rights and data protection are critical in addressing the vulnerabilities of

individuals in the digital ecosystem, providing a foundation for subsequent legal

developments [14]. The GDPR, introduced in 2018, is widely recognized as a

benchmark for comprehensive data protection, combining principles of lawfulness,

fairness, transparency, purpose limitation, and accountability [15]. Scholars such as

Binns emphasize the GDPR’s robust enforcement mechanisms, including the

imposition of fines and the role of Data Protection Authorities (DPAs), as central to

its effectiveness [16]. In Africa, legal frameworks for data protection are diverse and

often fragmented. The Malabo Convention of 2014, as Fisseha notes, represents the

African Union’s attempt to harmonize data protection laws across member states [17].

Its principles include recognition of personal data, establishment of national DPAs,

and guidelines for cross-border data flows. However, Chacha highlights that many

African countries have not fully adopted or implemented the convention, resulting in

inconsistent legal protections [18]. South Africa’s POPIA and Kenya’s Data

Protection Act of 2019 exemplify localized efforts to align with global standards,
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incorporating individual rights, accountability measures, and regulatory oversight

[19][20]. Nevertheless, studies reveal that limited awareness, resource constraints, and

weak enforcement hinder practical compliance [21][22].

Comparative studies indicate that while Europe benefits from harmonized legislation,

strong institutional capacity, and public awareness, Africa contends with

underdeveloped legal institutions, low digital literacy, and political barriers that

complicate the protection of digital rights [23][24]. Adeyemo’s analysis of Kenya

illustrates the gap between legislative design and effective enforcement, highlighting

the importance of institutional capacity and regulatory support [25]. Similarly, Coyle

points to the digital divide in Africa as a limiting factor for the meaningful exercise of

data protection rights, suggesting that socio-economic and technological disparities

must be considered in policy formulation [26].

The intersection of digital rights and human rights is another critical area explored in

the literature. Maggie emphasizes that digital rights extend beyond data protection to

include freedom of expression, access to information, and digital literacy [27]. In

Europe, the European Court of Human Rights consistently upholds these rights,

ensuring that state interventions do not undermine privacy or freedom of expression

[28]. Tshilidzi observes that in several African countries, cybersecurity and data

protection laws have been leveraged to limit dissent, restrict access to information,

and enable government surveillance, posing significant challenges to the realization of

digital rights [29]. Further, the literature identifies cross-border data flows as a key

challenge in both regions. Europe has established mechanisms such as Standard

Contractual Clauses and previously the EU-U.S. Privacy Shield to regulate

international data transfers while maintaining protection standards [30]. Africa’s

fragmented approach, in contrast, leads to inconsistencies and potential vulnerabilities,

necessitating harmonization and regional cooperation to ensure that citizens’ data is

adequately protected when transferred across jurisdictions [31].
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3.0 Comparative Analysis of Data Protection Laws and Enforcement

Mechanisms

3.1 Legal Frameworks and Individual Rights

The regulatory landscape for data protection differs significantly between Europe and

Africa. In Europe, the GDPR provides a comprehensive legal framework that governs

the collection, storage, and processing of personal data across EU member states [1].

It is grounded in principles such as lawfulness, transparency, purpose limitation, data

minimization, accuracy, storage limitation, and confidentiality [2]. These principles

ensure that individuals have clear rights, including the right to access, correct, and

erase their personal data, as well as the right to data portability and the right to

withdraw consent [3]. Notably, the GDPR establishes a robust mechanism for

individual redress through Data Protection Authorities (DPAs) and the European Data

Protection Board (EDPB), which monitor compliance and can impose fines of up to

€20 million or 4% of global turnover for non-compliance [4][5]. African countries, in

contrast, exhibit a more fragmented approach. The Malabo Convention, adopted by

the African Union in 2014, seeks to harmonize data protection laws across the

continent by defining personal data, establishing data protection authorities, and

promoting cybersecurity standards [6]. However, adoption has been inconsistent, with

only a few countries implementing national laws aligned with the convention. For

example, South Africa’s Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA) and

Kenya’s Data Protection Act (2019) represent localized efforts to mirror GDPR

principles, including the recognition of individual rights, obligations for data

controllers, and establishment of regulatory bodies [7][8]. Despite these provisions,

practical challenges, such as limited public awareness and technical expertise, reduce

the effectiveness of individual rights protections in Africa [9]. The contrast between

Europe and Africa is stark in terms of the enforceability of individual rights. European

DPAs operate with independent authority and sufficient resources, enabling them to

enforce compliance effectively. Judicial oversight further strengthens the protection of

personal data, as seen in landmark cases such as Google v. CNIL and Schrems II,

which have clarified the limits of cross-border data transfers and the responsibilities

of organizations handling personal data [10][11]. In Africa, the enforcement of digital
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rights is often constrained by underfunded regulatory bodies and fragmented

legislation, resulting in gaps between policy and practice. Even where national laws

exist, such as in Kenya and South Africa, lack of awareness among citizens and

businesses frequently undermines compliance [12][13].

3.2 Enforcement Mechanisms and Compliance Challenges

Enforcement mechanisms represent a critical area of divergence between Europe and

Africa. The GDPR provides a centralized framework with multiple layers of

enforcement. DPAs in each member state are empowered to investigate complaints,

conduct audits, and issue penalties. The EDPB ensures consistent interpretation of the

GDPR across the EU, addressing cross-border disputes and providing guidance on

complex issues, such as international data transfers and emerging technologies [14].

These mechanisms contribute to a culture of compliance, compelling organizations to

adopt comprehensive data protection policies and risk management frameworks.

Moreover, the GDPR incentivizes organizations to integrate privacy by design and

accountability measures, further enhancing enforcement outcomes [15].

In Africa, enforcement mechanisms are less developed. The Malabo Convention

outlines the creation of national DPAs, but many countries have yet to implement

these provisions effectively [16]. Where DPAs exist, they are often under-resourced,

lack specialized staff, and face limited capacity to monitor compliance across both

public and private sectors [17]. This situation is exacerbated by political and

technological barriers. Governments may prioritize national security over privacy,

engaging in surveillance practices that compromise individual rights, while uneven

internet access and low digital literacy hinder citizens’ ability to exercise their rights

[18]. For instance, despite South Africa’s POPIA providing enforcement powers to

the Information Regulator, many organizations remain non-compliant due to

insufficient guidance, limited monitoring, and lack of awareness [19].

Cross-border data transfers further illustrate the disparity. Europe maintains structured

mechanisms such as Standard Contractual Clauses and binding corporate rules to

regulate international data flows, ensuring consistent protections for personal data

outside EU jurisdictions [20]. African countries, with varying adoption of the Malabo
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Convention and national legislation, rely primarily on bilateral agreements, resulting

in fragmented and inconsistent standards [21]. This fragmentation complicates

compliance for multinational organizations operating within Africa, reducing the

overall effectiveness of enforcement and leaving personal data vulnerable to misuse.

The literature emphasizes that effective enforcement is contingent not only on legal

provisions but also on institutional capacity and public engagement. Scholars note that

Europe’s success in implementing GDPR is linked to strong institutional support,

high public awareness, and the alignment of regulatory practices with international

standards [22]. In Africa, the gap between legislation and enforcement reflects

broader structural challenges, including limited funding, insufficient technical

infrastructure, and weak regional coordination [23][24]. Comparative studies

underscore the need for capacity building, awareness campaigns, and regional

harmonization to improve the enforcement of data protection laws across the

continent [25].

4.0 Cross-Border Data Flow, Digital Rights, and Policy Implications

4.1 Cross-Border Data Flow and Regulatory Challenges

The rapid growth of digital commerce, cloud computing, and globalized data

processing has intensified the importance of regulating cross-border data flows.

Cross-border data flow refers to the transfer of personal or sensitive data across

national borders, which raises concerns regarding jurisdiction, privacy standards, and

legal accountability [1]. In Europe, the GDPR provides a harmonized framework that

regulates such transfers. Mechanisms such as Standard Contractual Clauses (SCCs)

and Binding Corporate Rules (BCRs) ensure that personal data leaving the EU

continues to be protected according to GDPR standards [2]. Landmark rulings such as

Schrems II have emphasized the necessity for robust safeguards when transferring

data to jurisdictions with weaker privacy protections, highlighting the extraterritorial

reach of European data protection principles [3][4]. In contrast, Africa faces a

fragmented regulatory environment for cross-border data flows. The Malabo

Convention offers a regional approach to cybersecurity and data protection, including

provisions for safe cross-border data transfers [5]. However, adoption is uneven
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across member states, and many African countries lack clear legislation governing

international data movement [6]. Countries that have established national data

protection laws, such as South Africa and Kenya, implement provisions inspired by

the GDPR, but enforcement remains inconsistent due to institutional weaknesses,

resource constraints, and limited technical infrastructure [7][8]. Consequently,

multinational organizations operating in Africa encounter challenges in ensuring

compliance with varying legal standards, which may expose citizens’ personal data to

risks such as unauthorized processing, transfer to third parties, and surveillance [9].

This disparity highlights the tension between global data integration and national

regulatory capacity. Europe benefits from a mature legal and institutional framework,

where DPAs have the authority and resources to monitor international data transfers

and ensure adherence to GDPR principles [10]. In Africa, the absence of uniform

rules and underdeveloped regulatory bodies creates potential vulnerabilities. Bilateral

agreements often fill the gap for international data transfer, but these mechanisms are

inconsistent and do not provide comprehensive safeguards comparable to Europe [11].

Scholars argue that the alignment of African data protection laws with global

standards is critical for participation in the international digital economy, promoting

cross-border trade, and protecting citizens’ rights [12][13].

4.2 Digital Rights, Policy Implications, and Recommendations

Digital rights extend beyond the protection of personal data to include freedoms such

as online expression, access to information, and digital literacy. Europe’s GDPR,

while primarily focused on data protection, intersects with broader human rights

norms, ensuring that privacy is respected in the context of other freedoms enshrined in

the European Convention on Human Rights [14]. European courts have consistently

enforced these rights, balancing state security concerns with individual autonomy and

reinforcing a culture of accountability [15]. Public awareness campaigns, institutional

transparency, and judicial oversight collectively enhance the practical realization of

digital rights in Europe [16]. In Africa, the protection of digital rights is constrained

by both legal and socio-political factors. Governments in several countries have

leveraged cybersecurity and data protection laws to monitor online activity, limit

dissent, and restrict access to information [17]. Internet censorship, government
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surveillance, and low public awareness of privacy protections undermine the effective

exercise of digital rights, creating an environment where individuals have limited

control over their personal data and online presence [18]. The fragmented legal

landscape and uneven enforcement exacerbate these challenges, highlighting the need

for reforms that strengthen both regulatory mechanisms and public awareness. Policy

implications derived from the comparative analysis suggest that African nations can

benefit from lessons learned from Europe’s GDPR experience while tailoring

interventions to local conditions. Strengthening regional cooperation and legal

harmonization is critical. The Malabo Convention provides a foundation for unified

data protection standards, but effective adoption requires political commitment, clear

implementation roadmaps, and mechanisms to incentivize compliance [19][20].

Regional organizations, such as the Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS), can play an active role in coordinating regulatory efforts, offering

technical support, and monitoring adherence to agreed-upon standards [21]. Capacity

building is another essential policy intervention. African regulatory authorities must

be equipped with technical expertise, adequate funding, and access to training to

enforce data protection effectively. Public awareness campaigns are necessary to

educate citizens and organizations about digital rights, compliance obligations, and

mechanisms for redress [22][23]. By combining regulatory capacity with public

engagement, African countries can bridge the gap between legislation and practical

enforcement, improving both the protection of personal data and broader digital rights.

The establishment of independent and adequately resourced Data Protection

Authorities is vital. These institutions should have the authority to investigate

complaints, issue sanctions, and provide guidance to organizations handling personal

data [24]. Collaboration between the public sector and private entities is equally

important. Public-private partnerships can support the development of contextually

appropriate frameworks, facilitate regular audits, and embed privacy-by-design

principles into corporate practices [25]. Additionally, the adoption of legal

technologies, such as AI for monitoring compliance or blockchain for secure records

management, can enhance enforcement capabilities and improve transparency [26].

Finally, African policymakers must adopt a holistic approach that incorporates digital

rights protection into national policies, constitutions, and regulatory frameworks. This
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includes safeguarding freedom of expression, ensuring access to information, and

addressing digital literacy gaps. Integrating these measures into broader digital rights

agendas will help protect citizens in an increasingly connected digital environment,

aligning Africa’s regulatory landscape with international best practices while

accounting for local socio-economic realities [27][28]. Thus, cross-border data flows

and digital rights are interlinked components of an effective data protection ecosystem.

Europe demonstrates a mature model with enforceable regulations, institutional

capacity, and judicial oversight that secure both data protection and broader digital

rights. Africa, while progressing, remains constrained by fragmented laws, limited

enforcement capacity, and socio-political challenges. The policy implications

emphasize harmonization, capacity building, regulatory independence, public-private

collaboration, and technological adoption as key strategies for improving digital rights

protection across the continent. These measures will enhance compliance, facilitate

safe cross-border data transfers, and support the realization of digital rights,

contributing to Africa’s participation in the global digital economy [29][30].

5.0 Conclusion

This study has provided a comprehensive comparative analysis of data protection

laws and digital rights frameworks in Africa and Europe. The European Union’s

General Data Protection Regulation exemplifies a robust, harmonized legal

framework that effectively protects individual rights, enforces compliance through

independent authorities, and regulates cross-border data flows. The GDPR’s

combination of clear principles, enforcement mechanisms, and judicial oversight

ensures that citizens maintain control over their personal data while organizations are

held accountable for breaches or non-compliance. In contrast, the African landscape

reflects a more fragmented regulatory environment. While initiatives such as the

African Union’s Malabo Convention, South Africa’s Protection of Personal

Information Act, and Kenya’s Data Protection Act demonstrate efforts to align with

international standards, challenges in enforcement, public awareness, and institutional

capacity persist. These limitations result in uneven protection of digital rights, leaving

citizens vulnerable to privacy violations, government surveillance, and inconsistent

management of personal data.
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The study also highlighted the critical importance of cross-border data flows in the

digital economy. Europe’s structured mechanisms ensure that personal data leaving

the EU remains protected, whereas Africa’s inconsistent adoption of regional and

national frameworks creates vulnerabilities. Similarly, the broader scope of digital

rights, including freedom of expression, access to information, and digital literacy, is

well-integrated in European policies but faces constraints in African countries due to

socio-political and technological barriers. Policy implications from this study

emphasize the need for African countries to strengthen regional harmonization, invest

in capacity building, establish independent regulatory authorities, and promote public-

private partnerships. Leveraging technology to enhance compliance and integrating

digital rights into national policies are crucial steps toward creating a secure, rights-

respecting digital environment. By learning from Europe’s experience while

considering local socio-economic and political contexts, African countries can

develop legal frameworks that protect citizens’ privacy, enable safe participation in

the global digital economy, and foster trust in digital systems. Overall, this study

underscores the gap between regulatory ambition and practical enforcement in Africa,

and the potential for significant improvements through harmonization, institutional

strengthening, and public engagement. Strengthening data protection and digital rights

in Africa will not only safeguard individuals but also facilitate economic growth,

cross-border trade, and global integration in the digital age.
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