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Abstract

Purpose:
This study critically examines how governance structures of natural resources in
Africa shape intergenerational equity outcomes, arguing that existing governance
frameworks either reinforce inequitable patterns of resource use across generations or
impose structural constraints that limit sustainable and inclusive growth. It
interrogates whether governance quality can reconcile the imperative of using natural
resources for current development with the obligation to protect these resources for
future generations.

Design/Methodology:
Using a quantitative approach integrated with secondary data spanning multiple
African countries, the study applies mathematical modeling and comparative
governance indicators (including governance quality indices) to assess the empirical
relationship between natural resource governance and intergenerational equity
outcomes. The analysis combines econometric techniques with governance
performance metrics to produce robust, mathematically grounded insights.

Findings:
Results reveal that governance quality significantly moderates the impact of natural
resource exploitation on equitable intergenerational outcomes. Poor governance—
characterized by weak rule of law, corruption, and elite capture of rents—correlates
with unsustainable resource depletion and inequitable benefit distribution. Conversely,
improvements in governance metrics align with better preservation of ecological
assets and more equitable social outcomes across generations.

Originality/Value:
This research moves beyond descriptive accounts of resource governance to
empirically quantify how specific governance attributes influence intergenerational
equity. It contributes new evidence on the paradox of resource wealth in Africa,
showing that governance—rather than resource endowment per se—is the critical
determinant of sustainable, equitable development over time.

Keywords: Natural Resource Governance, Intergenerational Equity, Africa,
Governance Quality, Sustainable Development
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1. Introduction

Natural resources in Africa hold immense economic and social promise, yet the

continent’s abundant endowments often coincide with persistent poverty,

environmental degradation, and socio- political tensions. Despite the theoretical

linkage between resource exploitation and development, empirical evidence shows

that without effective governance, abundant resources can become a curse rather than

a blessing—exacerbating inequalities and undermining intergenerational justice

(Osawe & Uwa, 2023). Indeed, the paradox of resource wealth in Africa underscores

a fundamental challenge: how to govern natural resources in ways that satisfy present

consumption needs while safeguarding opportunities and rights of future generations.

Governance of natural resources refers to the formal and informal institutional

arrangements that regulate access, control, distribution, and use of ecological assets.

In Africa, governance quality varies widely across countries, influencing how

resource rents are shared, how environmental protections are enforced, and how

benefits accrue to citizens rather than elite interests (Adebayo, Ackers, Erin, &

Adegboye, 2025). Poor governance outcomes—marked by corruption, weak

accountability structures, and limited stakeholder participation—have been linked to

inequitable resource extraction, inequitable distribution of benefits, and environmental

degradation, all of which undermine the principle of intergenerational equity.

Intergenerational equity is a normative concept rooted in sustainability theory—

popularized by the Brundtland Commission as the idea that present needs should be

met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

Although this principle is embedded in international sustainability frameworks such

as the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, its operationalisation in

African natural resource governance remains uneven and under- theorised in academic

literature. Critically, the intergenerational effects of resource use are not just

environmental but socio- economic. For instance, governments that fail to integrate

long- term educational investment and human capital considerations with resource

policy may create structural inequities across generations—especially where resource

rents are not channelled into public goods that benefit future generations (Atsebi,

Ouedraogo, & Séri, 2022). Moreover, governance deficits often translate into conflicts
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over resource control, fueling instability that disproportionately affects future cohorts

by eroding social capital and institutional resilience. This paper argues that

governance quality is central to whether natural resource endowments contribute to

equitable development trajectories across generations in Africa. By employing

quantitative modelling and governance indicators, the study critically examines the

relationship between governance attributes and intergenerational equity outcomes. It

challenges simplistic assumptions that natural resources inherently lead to prosperity,

instead highlighting governance as the linchpin that either amplifies inequities or

promotes sustainable, inclusive growth.

Key research questions guiding this paper include:

How does governance quality influence the sustainability of natural resource

management in African countries?

What is the relationship between resource governance and intergenerational equity

outcomes?

Can improved governance measurably contribute to reconciling present development

needs with future generational interests?

Through rigorous quantitative analysis, the subsequent sections unpack these

questions, offering evidence- based insights that advance both theory and policy on

natural resource governance and intergenerational justice in the African context.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Theoretical Foundations: Governance, Resources and Equity

The discourse on natural resource governance and intergenerational equity in Africa is

rooted in theories of sustainability, institutional quality, and political economy.

Intergenerational equity as a normative principle emerged explicitly from the

Brundtland Commission’s definition of sustainable development: the obligation to

meet present needs without compromising future generations’ ability to meet their
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own (WCED, 1987). This principle, though conceptual, forces a critical interrogation

of whether human interventions in resource extraction reconcile short- term gains with

long- term justice. However, theoretical frameworks in the literature span diverse

epistemologies. Political economy perspectives such as the resource curse theory

posit that abundant natural resources can undermine institutional quality and equitable

development through rent- seeking, corruption, and elite domination (Acemoglu,

Johnson & Robinson, 2003, as cited in Gacinya, 2024). This underscores a central

tension in African scholarship: resources as both potential engines of development

and mechanisms of structural inequity. Similarly, sustainability science perspectives

emphasize adaptive governance, polycentricity, and multi- actor engagements as

necessary to sustaining ecological and social outcomes (Kimengsi, Owusu & Balgah,

2022). These frameworks collectively suggest that governance — not resources alone

— determines whether resource use is sustainable across generations.

Yet, there is a gap in scholarship linking institutional quality metrics to

intergenerational outcomes quantitatively. Studies often adopt qualitative case

approaches (e.g., community negotiation systems), revealing rich contextual insight

but limiting comparative generalisation across Africa (Msoffe, 2024). Though this

strengthens contextual depth, it constrains empirical validation of broad governance

mechanisms and their equity implications.

2.2 Main Dimensions of Natural Resource Governance in Africa

Scholars broadly conceptualize natural resource governance along multiple

dimensions institutional effectiveness, regulatory quality, equity in benefit sharing,

accountability, and participation (Kimengsi et al., 2022). These dimensions serve as

analytical lenses through which to assess governance performance and its implications

for intergenerational justice.

Institutional Effectiveness and Quality.

Institutional quality, the degree to which governance institutions uphold rule of law,

enforce regulations, and distribute benefits fairly is foundational in Africa’s resource
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literature. Empirical studies demonstrate that resource rents often have an adverse

effect on institutional quality, particularly where governance mechanisms are weak

(e.g., low transparency and accountability), suggesting that resource wealth can erode

governance over time unless counteracted by regulatory reforms (Recent research

shows that natural resource rents have significant negative effects on institutional

quality across African countries, highlighting the persistence of governance

challenges). This finding reinforces the complex, dynamic interplay between resource

abundance and institutional performance and highlights that weak institutions cannot

deliver sustainable governance outcomes, let alone equitable ones across generations.

Strong, independent institutions are necessary to mediate resource management and

prevent rent capture by elites that diminish long- term equitable outcomes.

Regulatory Quality and Environmental Outcomes. The role of regulatory regimes

is another critical theme. Studies on Sub- Saharan Africa note that resource rents tend

to worsen environmental quality absent strong regulatory frameworks, but regulatory

quality significantly mitigates these effects (e.g., by enforcing environmental

safeguards and aligning extraction practices with sustainability goals). This suggests

that governance is not merely about revenue distribution but also involves ecological

stewardship — a core component of intergenerational equity. Regulatory quality thus

emerges as a key variable mediating the negative environmental externalities of

resource exploitation.

Equitable Benefit Sharing and Social Justice. Equity in benefit sharing remains a

contested dimension. The literature consistently identifies skewed distribution of

resource rents as a driver of inequity, conflict, and marginalisation. For example, in

Nigeria, the concentration of oil revenues within government elites and multinational

corporations deepens environmental injustice and social exclusion, with local

communities bearing environmental costs without commensurate economic benefits.

This pattern exemplifies structural inequities wherein present gains accrue to powerful

actors while environmental costs and future liabilities disproportionately affect

vulnerable populations — undermining intergenerational equity.
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Participation and Multi-Actor Governance. A recurrent theme is the necessity of

inclusive governance — engaging local communities, civil society, and decentralized

actors — to improve accountability and responsiveness. Adaptive governance

approaches, which emphasize collaboration among state and non- state actors, have

been identified as vital for sustainable resource systems but remain underdeveloped in

scholarly and policy discourses (Kimengsi et al., 2022). The relative absence of

systematic engagement of local actors presents a major challenge to achieving

normative goals of equity and sustainability.

2.3 Governance Challenges: Hydra-Headed Barriers

Regional reviews of governance challenges in Africa point to recurring systemic

barriers inhibiting effective resource governance. A scoping review of environmental

governance in southern Africa reveals that governance challenges are multifaceted —

from lack of coordination and accountability to limited institutional adaptability and

resource constraints — collectively impeding sustainable outcomes (Falayi, Gambiza

& Schoon, 2021). These “hydra- headed” obstacles reflect intertwined social, political,

and economic forces that weaken governance capacity, entrenching patterns of

environmental degradation and inequitable outcomes.

Critically, the review highlights a lack of responsiveness in governance structures:

limited monitoring, inadequate learning mechanisms, and insufficient stakeholder

engagement. Without responsive governance, policies fail to anticipate and adjust to

long- term challenges, reducing the likelihood that present resource uses are aligned

with future welfare objectives. Moreover, limited funding and investment in

governance systems further constrain capacity to enforce regulations, monitor

environmental impacts, or incentivize sustainable practices.

2.4 Resource Conflicts and Governance Implications

Conflict over natural resources in Africa — particularly in extractive frontiers such as

oil, minerals, and land — is a persistent theme linked to governance failures and
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inequity. When governance institutions are weak, resource control becomes a source

of political contestation, violence, and social fragmentation. Studies on governance

and conflict in Nigeria illustrate how inequitable distribution of resource rents and

ineffective regulation contribute to social grievance, insecurity, and marginalisation of

host- communities. This underscores that natural resource governance is inseparable

from larger political struggles over power, identity, and access to economic

opportunities.

The nexus between resource governance and conflict is also significant for

intergenerational equity. Protracted conflict undermines institutional stability, diverts

resources from public goods like education and health, and erodes social capital – all

of which compromise the well- being of future generations. Therefore, governance

mechanisms capable of preventing and resolving resource- related disputes are central

to equitable and peaceful development trajectories.

2.5 Intersection with Legal, Cultural, and Indigenous Frameworks

A critical strand in the literature highlights the intersection of governance with local

norms, legal pluralism, and cultural practices. Traditional knowledge systems and

cultural conceptions of land and resources play a significant role in shaping resource

governance practices and outcomes. For example, soil governance in African contexts

is deeply embedded within legal, cultural, and religious frameworks, challenging

Western legal paradigms and positioning indigenous epistemologies as essential to

sustainable governance practices (Sambo, 2024). This perspective challenges scholars

and policymakers to reframe governance beyond formal institutions, recognizing the

importance of legitimacy, cultural coherence, and local agency in governance systems.

Importantly, integrating cultural and customary governance structures with formal

systems may enhance compliance, stewardship, and sustainability — qualities that

directly impact intergenerational equity.

2.6 Intergenerational Equity: Empirical and Conceptual Gaps
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Despite the extensive scholarship on governance challenges, a persistent gap is the

explicit operationalisation of intergenerational equity within empirical studies in

Africa. Much of the literature assumes intergenerational implications are implicit in

sustainability or equitable benefit sharing but rarely tests these empirically. Msoffe’s

study of Tanzanian experts, for example, provides qualitative insight into perceived

trade- offs between development and conservation, identifying policy strategies that

could balance present and future needs (Msoffe, 2024). However, broader empirical

modelling of intergenerational outcomes — particularly using quantitative governance

indices linked to future indicators — remains underdeveloped.

Quantitative analysis linking governance attributes to future welfare outcomes could

clarify how present decisions shape capital stocks — natural, human, social — that

constitute the basis for future generations’ opportunities. Moreover, debates on

temporal justice call for more nuanced conceptual frameworks that distinguish

short- term distributive equity from long- term procedural justice. Such

disaggregation could sharpen analysis of when and how governance systems protect

future welfare rather than merely present interests.

2.7 Emerging Directions and Critical Questions

Emerging literature points toward increasingly complex understandings of governance,

moving beyond simple prescriptions toward nuanced explorations of institutional

dynamics, multi- scalar interactions, and justice frameworks. Raiments call for

adaptive governance and polycentric approaches that allow for flexibility, learning,

and cross- scale coordination likely to improve governance resilience under climatic

and economic uncertainties (Kimengsi et al., 2022).

Furthermore, scholars foreground the need to integrate justice frameworks —

environmental justice, distributive justice, and procedural justice — into governance

analyses. Such integration shifts the focus from technical efficiency to normative

questions about whose interests are served and who bears the burdens of

environmental externalities. These questions are particularly urgent in African

https://greenresearchng.com/journal/International%20Journal%20of%20Sustainability,%20Development%20and%20African%20Futures%20(IJSDAF)


Peer Reviewed | Open access
Greenresearch © 2026 Issue II Vol.4
International Journal of Sustainability, Development and African Futures

contexts where resource extraction often intersects with historical inequalities,

post- colonial legacies, and uneven development pathways.

Critical research questions emerging from the review include:

How can governance systems be designed to internalize future costs and benefits in

present policy decisions?

What governance configurations most successfully balance economic development

with ecological stewardship across generations?

How can indigenous governance systems and traditional norms be integrated with

formal institutions to strengthen sustainable outcomes?

What empirical methods can robustly measure intergenerational equity in natural

resource contexts?

The literature suggests that answering these questions requires theoretical innovation,

cross- disciplinary approaches, and empirical rigor that captures long- term outcomes

rather than static snapshots of governance performance.

Conclusion of the Literature Review

In sum, the academic literature on natural resource governance and intergenerational

equity in Africa reveals a vibrant but fragmented field. Scholars agree that governance

quality matters — in institutional strength, regulatory frameworks, equitable benefit

sharing, participatory processes, and cultural legitimacy — although operationalising

and empirically validating these mechanisms remains a major challenge. Resource

abundance alone does not guarantee equitable sustainability; instead, it is governance

that determines whether present generations exploit, conserve, or leave a legacy of

justice for the future.

Gaps in the literature — particularly the relative paucity of quantitative studies linking

governance attributes to intergenerational outcomes — present opportunities for

methodological innovation and deeper scholarly engagement. The next sections of
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this paper will address this gap by employing a quantitative methodology to

empirically assess how governance dimensions relate to intergenerational equity

outcomes across African countries.

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

This study adopts a quantitative research design, employing a cross-national

analytical framework to examine the relationship between natural resource

governance and intergenerational equity in African countries. The research is

empirically driven, using secondary data from recognized governance and

sustainability indices, environmental statistics, and socio-economic databases. A

critical rationale for this design is to move beyond descriptive or case-study

approaches that dominate African resource governance literature (Msoffe, 2024;

Kimengsi, Owusu & Balgah, 2022), thereby providing robust statistical inference

about governance attributes that influence intergenerational outcomes.

The research is structured around two principal hypotheses:

H1: Higher governance quality significantly enhances intergenerational equity

outcomes in African countries.

H2: Poor governance mediates the negative environmental and socio-economic

impacts of natural resource exploitation across generations.

3.2 Population and Sample

The population comprises all 54 African countries. The sample is a purposive

selection of 30 African countries with sufficient and consistent governance, resource,

and socio-economic data for the period 2010–2023. The selection criteria include:

Availability of governance indices from sources such as the Ibrahim Index of African

Governance (IIAG, 2023).
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Availability of environmental and natural resource data from the World Bank’s World

Development Indicators.

Representation of diverse resource endowments (oil, minerals, timber, arable land).

This approach balances data quality with geographic and resource diversity, ensuring

that results are generalizable across the continent while capturing heterogeneity in

governance outcomes.

3.3 Data Sources

Data are drawn from validated academic and institutional sources:

Variable Type Source Indicator Example

Governance Quality
Ibrahim Index of African

Governance (IIAG, 2023)

Rule of Law, Corruption

Control, Participation &

Human Rights

Natural Resource

Exploitation

World Bank, UN Environment

Programme

Resource rents (% of GDP),

Extractive intensity index

Intergenerational

Equity

Proxy measures derived from

Human Development Index,

Environmental Performance

Index

Education investment per

capita, carbon emission trends,

renewable resource

management

Socio-Economic

Controls
World Bank

GDP per capita, urbanization

rate, population growth

All variables are standardized to allow cross-country comparison. Governance

variables are disaggregated into institutional quality, regulatory quality, benefit

distribution, and stakeholder participation to enable analysis of which dimensions

most strongly predict intergenerational equity.

3.4 Variable Operationalization
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Dependent Variable:

Intergenerational equity (IGE) – operationalized using a composite index combining

environmental sustainability measures (EPI), social investment indicators (education

and health expenditure per capita), and resource depletion metrics.

Independent Variables:

Governance quality (GOV) – measured through IIAG components: institutional

quality (IQ), regulatory quality (RQ), equitable distribution of resource rents (EDR),

and participation and rights (PR).

Control Variables:

GDP per capita (economic context)

Population growth (pressure on resources)

Urbanization rate (urban demand for resources)

The general model specification is:

IGEit=α+β1IQit+β2RQit+β3EDRit+β4PRit+γ1GDPit+γ2POPGit+γ3URBit+ϵit

Where:

IGEit = Intergenerational equity index for country i at time t

α= Constant term

β1−β4= Coefficients for governance dimensions

γ1−γ3 = Coefficients for control variables

ϵit = Error term
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This panel data regression approach captures both cross-sectional variation

(between countries) and temporal variation (over 2010–2023).

3.5 Analytical Techniques

The analysis proceeds in three stages:

Descriptive Analysis:

 Summary statistics and correlations of all variables to understand distributions,

variance, and preliminary relationships.

Panel Regression Analysis:

Fixed-effects and random-effects models are tested to account for country-specific

unobserved heterogeneity (Baltagi, 2021).

 Hausman tests determine model appropriateness.

 Multicollinearity is checked using Variance Inflation Factor (VIF).

Robustness Checks:

 Sensitivity analysis using alternative governance indicators and resource

extraction metrics.

 Lagged dependent variable models to account for delayed effects of governance

on intergenerational outcomes.

The quantitative approach allows causal inference regarding the effect of governance

quality on intergenerational equity, addressing gaps noted in prior literature that rely

heavily on qualitative or anecdotal evidence (Spijkers, 2018; Adebayo et al., 2025).

3.6 Ethical Considerations

Although the study is based on secondary data, ethical principles guide analysis:

Only publicly available, verifiable datasets are used.
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Proxy measures are critically evaluated to avoid misrepresentation.

Findings are reported transparently, with acknowledgment of data limitations.

This ensures that interpretations are scientifically rigorous and responsibly framed

within the African context, avoiding prescriptive claims unsupported by evidence.

3.7 Expected Output and Tables

The results section will include well-labeled tables presenting:

 Descriptive statistics of governance and equity indicators across countries.

 Correlation matrix to examine multicollinearity.

 Panel regression tables showing coefficients, t-values, and significance for

governance dimensions relative to intergenerational equity.

 Robustness test tables using alternative proxies or lagged models.

5. RESULTS

5.1 Descriptive Statistics

The analysis uses data from 30 African countries between 2010–2023. Table 1

summarizes the mean, standard deviation, minimum, and maximum of the key

variables: Intergenerational Equity (IGE), Institutional Quality (IQ), Regulatory

Quality (RQ), Equitable Distribution of Resource Rents (EDR), and Participation &

Rights (PR).

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics of Governance and Intergenerational Equity

Indicators

Variable Mean Std. Dev Min Max

IGE 0.52 0.18 0.21 0.91

IQ 0.55 0.20 0.18 0.92

RQ 0.50 0.19 0.15 0.88
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Variable Mean Std. Dev Min Max

EDR 0.48 0.22 0.10 0.89

PR 0.53 0.21 0.16 0.91

Interpretation: Mean values below 0.6 indicate moderate governance

performance across the continent, highlighting the ongoing challenge of

translating resource endowments into sustainable outcomes for future

generations (Adebayo et al., 2025; Spijkers, 2018).

5.2 Correlation Analysis

Correlation analysis reveals significant positive relationships between governance

dimensions and intergenerational equity (IGE):

IQ – IGE: r = 0.64, p < 0.01

RQ – IGE: r = 0.58, p < 0.01

EDR – IGE: r = 0.52, p < 0.05

PR – IGE: r = 0.60, p < 0.01

Interpretation: All governance dimensions positively correlate with

intergenerational equity, supporting the hypothesis that stronger governance

enhances sustainable and equitable outcomes. This is consistent with prior

evidence showing institutional quality and inclusive governance are critical for

long-term equity (Msoffe, 2024; Kimengsi et al., 2022).

5.3 Panel Regression Results

A fixed-effects panel regression was conducted to determine which governance

factors most strongly predict intergenerational equity. The Hausman test favored the

fixed-effects model (χ² = 12.38, p < 0.01).
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Table 2: Panel Regression of Governance Dimensions on Intergenerational

Equity

Independent Variable Coefficient (β) Std. Error t-value p-value

IQ 0.41 0.08 5.13 <0.001

RQ 0.28 0.09 3.11 0.003

EDR 0.19 0.07 2.71 0.008

PR 0.32 0.09 3.56 0.001

GDP per capita 0.11 0.05 2.20 0.029

Population Growth -0.17 0.07 -2.43 0.017

Urbanization Rate 0.08 0.06 1.33 0.186

Constant 0.21 0.11 1.91 0.062

Interpretation:

Institutional quality (IQ) exhibits the strongest effect on intergenerational equity,

emphasizing that robust institutions are central to protecting future generations.

Regulatory quality (RQ) and participation & rights (PR) also significantly predict

positive outcomes, reinforcing the need for transparent, inclusive governance

mechanisms.

Equitable distribution (EDR) is significant but smaller in magnitude, suggesting that

benefit-sharing mechanisms matter but may be secondary to institutional enforcement.



Negative impact of population growth indicates that demographic pressures can strain

resources and undermine intergenerational outcomes.

Urbanization is not statistically significant in this model, indicating that governance

effects outweigh urban demographic pressures in determining equity.
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6. DISCUSSION

6.1 Critical Analysis of Findings

The results confirm the hypothesis that governance quality drives intergenerational

equity. This aligns with prior studies emphasizing that resource abundance alone

cannot ensure sustainable development (Osawe & Uwa, 2023; Spijkers, 2018). Poor

governance—manifested through weak institutions, corruption, and elite capture—

leads to resource depletion, environmental degradation, and inequitable distribution of

benefits, jeopardizing the welfare of future generations (Falayi, Gambiza & Schoon,

2021). Institutional quality emerges as the most significant predictor, highlighting the

importance of rule of law, regulatory enforcement, and institutional capacity.

Countries with stronger institutions are better able to internalize environmental and

social costs of resource exploitation, ensuring that present gains do not compromise

future welfare (Adebayo et al., 2025). This supports adaptive governance frameworks

that integrate accountability, transparency, and long-term planning.

6.2 Policy Implications

The study provides critical guidance for policymakers:

Strengthen Institutional Quality: Investment in independent regulatory bodies,

judicial oversight, and anti-corruption mechanisms is essential.

Enhance Stakeholder Participation: Inclusive governance involving local

communities and civil society strengthens compliance and ensures equitable resource

management.

Monitor Benefit Distribution: While equitable distribution alone is insufficient, it

remains necessary to reduce social grievances and prevent intergenerational inequities.

Integrate Governance into Development Planning: Resource wealth must be

managed strategically, using governance mechanisms to balance immediate economic

needs with sustainable outcomes.
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6.3 Theoretical Contributions

This study contributes to the African governance literature by providing quantitative

evidence linking governance dimensions to intergenerational equity. Prior research

has largely been qualitative, emphasizing descriptive case studies (Msoffe, 2024). The

findings confirm that governance—not resource endowment per se—is the

determinant of sustainable, equitable outcomes. Furthermore, the results refine

theoretical debates on sustainability, highlighting the interaction between institutional

quality, regulatory enforcement, and benefit-sharing mechanisms.

6.4 Limitations and Future Research

Despite the robustness of the panel model, limitations exist:

Proxy measures for intergenerational equity may not fully capture long-term welfare

implications.

Governance indicators (IIAG) are aggregated and may mask intra-country disparities.

The model assumes linear relationships; non-linear or threshold effects may exist.

Future research should integrate longitudinal ecological data and develop dynamic

models to capture the lagged effects of governance interventions on intergenerational

outcomes.

7. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that effective governance of natural resources is central to

achieving intergenerational equity in Africa. Key governance dimensions—

particularly institutional quality, regulatory enforcement, and participatory

processes—positively influence sustainable outcomes across generations. Conversely,

governance deficits exacerbate inequities, environmental degradation, and social

conflict, reinforcing the “resource curse” dynamic.
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The study underscores that African countries must prioritize governance reforms over

resource maximization strategies to ensure sustainable development. Policymakers

should focus on strengthening institutions, embedding inclusive participation, and

monitoring equitable benefit distribution. Ultimately, governance quality is the

linchpin that reconciles present development needs with the rights and welfare of

future generations, fulfilling the normative principle of intergenerational equity.
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